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Pa(]k 554. Delete pasaago on “Cruelty.’' 




« mMnOte •n aUr^uHng to thi writer anp opiniom In ttit book but wkat are spoken under Me own nawte rhf 
tntroavetum of ekaraetere now or reoentlp ekteting kdlt ,6een oeneuredi tut among tke ifetfee of anlt^nity 
„*tnurtr proiboiAg kat been gratified at Jlndtng an aitukon to the eontemporariee tke autkgrtf f tit km b 
eoneistent and aoiptieeoent, and believe that the di^teguee now bofi>re him mag be alee amithi^ the rMoe <V 
^ /w public men of cfnall abUitg are introduced, to ehow better the proportione ^of the great « 


ae a pamter would ettuate a beggar under a 


RICHARD I. AND THE 

^HE abbot of Boxley was on his road to Hagaenau 
Ia soar ch of ^ichaAi, and the appearance of the 
ohnvch-tdter in the horizon had begun to accele- 
rate his pace,Vhen he perceired a pilgrim at 
a distance, waving his staff toward some soldiers 
who would have ^van^ed before him : they drew 
back. *> 

He may know something of the Linn-hcart,*’ 
t^id the abbot, spurred his horse onward, and in 
an mstant threw himself at the pilgrim’s who 
raised and embraced him affectionately. 

Abbot. 0 my king! my king! the champivn of 
uui faith at the mercy of a piincc unworthy to 
hold his stirrup } t^ conqueror of Palestine led 
ibith on foot! a captive! a captive qf those he 
commanded and protdHed! Could Saladin sec 

llichard. The only prince in the universe who 
would draw his sword for me against the ruffian 
of Austria. He alone is w9ethy to rescue me 
who hath proved himself worthy to fight me. 

I might have foreseen this insult. What senti- 
ment of magnanimity, of honour, o^^umanity, 
ever warme'd an Austrian bosom 1 . t 

Tell me, declare to me, abbot, speak it out af 
once ... is this the worst of my misfortunes) 
Groups b\^Bt from me ; they cleave my heart ; mf 
own English,! hear, have forsaken^ie.: my^i^ 
tUer Jbhn is preferred to me ... I am l^^:J^d«ted. 
What nation hath ever witnessed snch a iRicceBsion 
<lt brave kings, two hundred years t^^geHier, as havq ‘ 
reigned uninteimptedly in England) Example 
fozmed them, danger nurtured them, d|fBcaUy 
Instmcted them, peace and war in nh equ^ 
degree were the supporters of their tl^EOiiie. U 
socceed to mt, whieh he aevor oca ky Tip* 


Ofch, or a eamm againet a pgramid. 


ABBOT OF BOXLEY, 

tue, never shall by force, ^d 1 pray to God never 
may by fortune, what will remain to our country- 
but Uae bitter recollectiou of her extinguished 
glory) I would not be regretted at so high a 
price : I would be better than the gone, presump- 
tuous as is the hope, but may the coming be better 
than 1 1 Abbot, I have giveu^away throS^, but 
never shall they be tom from me : rathw than 
this, a king of ^England shallo bond before au 
umperor of Germany*, but only to fise up again 
iu all his majesty and strength. 

Abbot. God grant it ! Abandoning a king like 

* Opinions haveohWKed on most things, and greatly on 
titles and dignities. A consul is appointed to upside In a 
xeaport : a Roegtan senator was often, in political weight 
and in landed pcopsrty, beneatb the ^level of an English 
gentleman ; yet not only a«.^mau senator, but a Ruraan 
dtizen, held himself superior' to kings. It might woU bo 
permitted our Richard to assume a ^rank above anf 
potentate of his age If almanaoks and German court- 
calendars are cn dignities, the emilSrors of 

.\foroooo and Austria shall precede tlie kings of England : 
le^ed mm ht.ve tho^t otberwiae. On this subject 
hMurl^nardo Azetino. ^ 

. ^ilpid enim mea refertqhemadmodum barbarl 1091^ tin , 
oorrfgere powm& si vellm» neque mri^peru 
ISiiffm si poBsim ? De rege tamen M hoipeira^oro idem 
laptio quod tu, et jampridem rideos haroariem istam, 
hoc Ipsum notavi atque redargui. Trea enim gradus 
msfbrum dignitatiun apud Romanos, de quorum prinolpe 
loquimur, fuere; rex, dictator, inipemtor. Ex his 
suprema omnium potestas rex est; post regem verb 
Ipwoundum teuuit dignitatis lobum dlctatura ; pout dicta- 
turam imperium tertio gradu consequltur. liujusue xai 
probaUo est. quod Octaviaoo imperamri uptime s« gerenti 
q^jliatUB Populusque Romanus dignitatem augere, pro 
Imperi'tore dictatomn faoere deorevlt, quod ille non 
; reoepit, sed flexo genu reouaavit, quasi msjorls statda 
I mqjorisqne Invidte dignitatem ntistimani^ impenitcris 
noflMB modhwna ae ii^palart, ad metaiOKia HuttflMD 
a 



IMAaiWABF' OOKVEBSATIO^ 


• 

Bktiard, w^ftbaudoa oar ^thero^ond childreii, 
ottr i^iitaiiico vamt : fue os %e ibr 
efer mioh tgnioaui^i ti)o dsy wivsa ^ 
boooine tho second vpeople t^on earth, Alirdghty 
God! be the darof car utter extir^^tioAt 

JUdha/rd, 1 ;.et am ItiAg^ yea, kiog^am 1 mom 
thao ever, wh*? in |ihis coAdltioa rule over 
hearts like thine. v a 

€k«iii and angels move and mpose on clouds ; 
the same do monarchs, but on lem eompaot ones, 
and scarcely firm enough for a drmm to pillow on. 
i^isions of reluctant homage f^om'browned heads, 
and of enthusialtlc love from those who keep 
them so, have pissed away from me, and leave 
no vacancy. One thought commemorative of my 
country, and characteristic of my countiymen, is 
worth them all. 

Abbo%* Here are barely, I reckon, more than 
threc'score men ; and, considering the character 
both of their prince and. of their race, 1 cannot 
but believe that the scrip across my saddlebow 
contains a full receipt for the discharge of my 
sovran. Certain I am that little is left unto him 
of the prize he made in the caravan of Egypt. 

Rwhard. The gold and silver were distributed 
among my soldiers j for the only prizes worthy 
of me were Saladin and Jerusalem. Ir have no 
hesitation if esteeming Saladin not only above all 
the potentates now living, which of a truth is 
little, but, from what hath been related to me, 
above all who have ever reigned; such is his 
wisdom, his courage, his courtesy, his fidelity; 
aud 1 acknowledge that if 1 hs^ remained to 
conquer him, 1 would have restored to him the 
wbole nf his dominions, excepting Palestine. And 
the (^wn of Palestine which of the crusaders 
should wearl ^hich among fhem could have 
woriie it one tweWemonth 1 I would do nothing 
in ,yoin ; no, not even for glory. The Christian 
princes judged of me from their own worthless- 
ness: Saladin judged of me from himself: to 
them he sent pearls and prdeious stones, to me 
figfs and dates ; and I resolved from that moment 

comparetur. Majorem \eto esse regi^ jtoteatatem quam 
<1 otaturam ex e<> p«test intolligi, quia JoUus CBsar, Bio* 
tutor cum esset, affeotavit Rugem fiwi.** 

The dignity of^a sovran does not depend on the title he 
bossesees, which he may with equal arrogance and India* 
orotioi^ asBumo, but on the valour, the power, the wealth, 
Che civilisation, of those he govems.*^ This view of the 
•uhjeot the Aretine has not tqlten. 

KanK pretSnds to fix the value of everyone, and Is the 
most arbitrary of all things. Reman knights, correspond- 
ing the most-part in cendition with our wealttiier 
yeomattsj’ and inferior esquires, would have disdained to 
he oonaidcred as no better or more respectable than 
kings they hired. In our days, an adventurer to whom a 
pet^prtnoe or his valet has given a pennyworth of rihbon, 
looks proudly and disdainfully on anyone who has nothing 
Oise In his button-hole than the button. 

Fewimthors are sounder than Flutaroh ; and no rmuark 
of hfs more judiotous than the following on Juha; af 
which hoefever there Is not a deputy-oommiasary or 
under •Nsoretaty who would not laugh. . 

** His son, named also Juba, was carried in triun^ 
while yet a oUttd : and truly most Yrappy wns his tmpiHU 
•onm«at, hy wbldh. baithaHttn as be was, be came to he 
uumherOd among the most learned writers ** 


tq olintend #4^^ ^ Look now 

0wnrd tfio Holy AUionee. ?l{)iUip bwom upon tho 
EvtnpolUfn togab^^ frtnR aggroaricgi in my 
awhoo. Collecting oftny on the borcton of 
$roiaQi&dy, be proi^ that hdi meafutel are 
, , invokez h^ven against usurpera, 

l(yn3m the province. He would persuade m!! 
no doubt, that af sqi^ron of horse on the low 
grounds is a prevenuve of sigues, and a bdUy of 
archers oik the , hills a specific for a fever. A:, 
abbots and his bishops load him forth andlind^^ 
him on * his nobility folfriws him with alacrltj 
and applause. lu ihr* w ioif latent of l^rance 
there is neither sword nor crosier u^ullied by 
perjury. Where upon earth was thffe ^ver a 
people BO ready to swear and to forswear, to fight 
and to fly 1 Equally' enthufdastic in 
causes, and embracing them without/ fireatnmg 
betwixt, their enthusiam is always m nroportlon 
to their number. A Frenchman, like a herring, 
loses his course when he loses his company, and 
his very instinct ^ truth he has littie else) for- 
sakes him. The1)rave8t kings with him ore those 
who cast down conscience the .noiost readily, and 
those whose appetites are the most grovelling are , 
the best. As in the black-puddings of our , coun- 
try-folk, if blood is wanting, it must be made out 
by fat*. ^ 

Abbot. Times ought to be very quiet, and tn- 
tions very prosperous, when rdlers are valued- 
like bears and porpoises for their fur wad grelise. 
The perfidy of a rival may justly hfve excited the 
disdain, but ought never to have turned aside the 
arms, of Richa^. The cause of truth and right- 
eousness is thine, 0 kinj^} and when hast thou 
deserted what thou hast once upholdep 1 

Ridhard. Saladin was defeated and Jerusalem 
wott]^7{Lave fallen ; but God will forgive me 1^. 
leaving his bones and ^pulchre to his own care 
and|^rotection, I chastise a disloyal rather than a 
loyal enemy. 

Ahhot. I wish my liege could have taken him 
prisoner, that he might have saved such a soul by 
infusing into it the true f>ith under baptism. 

Rkliard. Ay, ^ that indeed were well. Tunny- 
fish under oil, men under baptism, those alone of 
both creatures are worth a November melon. So 
said the bishop ^ Hennopolis one day alter 
dinner; and I wish he could have kept awake 
and sober, to ediiy us more at large thereupon. 

A word in your ear, my abbot. Saladin lives 
in a country where prophet comes ai?ter prophet, 
and each treads out the last vestige from the 
sand. I am afraid it would not hold. 

Abbot, Better as it is thep. 

Rkhwrd. There are many in foreign ^parU who 

e Tlie anoieiit fare of oar ktags dllltored from that of ilia 
oommonatlty inplenieoasnestonly. If Richard did not 
dress hie own dinner, like AohlUea he knew at least the 
oompoeition ot Ike few plain diehee then la uea IndSld 
the blaek pudding wee of auoh momeat that it ahsok the 
whole dhrietiaa worid. Mlohael Geilulailne, patrishSli of 
Conetantlni^le, cnademaed the Blehop of Rome, LSoIX. 
for estiog imlemrsned breed la the eaeliarlit, and Stoek- 
puddinp at home. 



• i[lOJ[jClD I. OS' BOXUtY. 


tfKQiiot t>e btoughtto c<Mnproh«nd*iioir I fpfinkle 
«f W9ttf nbould propare A man> eternal h|p^- 
it ike eQrti4%^^^ ^ 

Ala% ms llog«/ i?ociety is firotli t||pTe 
t^nd di^egfi belowr . and we have hard irprH ti keep 
the middle,^ H sweet and soimd, Ip eomndlnlelte 
rf^t reason to pres^ve^ght feelingia In 
r^Aigsl may sA too touch and learn little. 
!C^e Wir^ and waves throw ahspht y A their mn- 
tsMli^ and thdr t^ulence. '^en we lose 
eight of home^ we loSe something else than that 
^hich scdioolboys weep for. 

Bis/iaU. By the keenness of your eye, compss- 
stonate as it is, I discover, my good abbot, that you 
h^ve watched and traced me from the beginning 
of my wanderings. Let me now tell my story . . 
to confession another time. I sailed along the 
re ilms of my family : on the right was England, 
on the left was France : little else could 1 discover 
^mn sterile eminences and extensive shoals. 
They fled behind me : so pass away generations ; 
so shift and sink and die away afiections. In the 
wide ocean 1 wA little of a monarch : old men 
piMed me, boys instructed me ; these taught mo 
thehamesofmytowns and harbours, those showed 
me the extent of guy dominions : one cloud, that 
dissolved in one hour, covered them. 

I debark in Sicily,* place my hand upon the 
throne oyTancred, and fix it. Again we sail, and 
within a da^jior two behold, as the sun is setting, 
the solitary majesty of Crete, jnoiher of a religion, 
it is said, that lived two thousand years Onward, 
.nud many bright specks bubble up along the blue 
Egenn ; islands, everf one of which, if the w>ugs 
^id stories of the pilots are tnm, is the monument 
of a greater man than 1 am. Wo leave them afar 
ofl!’ . . . and for whom 1 For creatur^gf less 
import than the sea-mews on their cliffs ; men 
praying to be beard and fearing to ho undoAtood, 
ambitious of another's power in the midst of 

* IfKlohord Imd lived a few centuri«B Inter, ho would 
surely imve been less a fgfethlnlcer than w9 hear he wan. 
Fra bebastlano dl Giesu related to Ffttro de^la Valle, tlmt 
a Porston male witch (stregimu) taken in the faut «f witcU- 
«raft, was asked wbether he oould eat the heart of a 
Portuguese oaptaln, in the lame manner as he had ju».t 
‘eaten the heart of a oueumber ; tbet ie, merely by looking 
at it. He replied in the asgatlre; for that the Franke 
l.od in the breast something like a corslet, of such bard- 
noM that no witchery could penetrate it ; which, heynnd 


pchi^ce, agaricioiia of snotherisgirealth under 
vowwof poverty, and judous of another’s glory in 
the Mrvice ei thoir GK>d. Is this Christianity 1 
is BAadin to be damned if he despises it 1 

Befilb lybinedmywoitfay brotherhood of the 
Ikith, I wsetoBMd ablaut among Ute Isles and islets, 
which in sotue pboei^ ao thickly set, you may 
almost eflU them'eaa-stars. 

A aailor'B stoiy is worth little irithout a tempest : 
1 he4 enough ^ one to save my credit at the 
fireside and ifi the bower. 

The despot or eipperor of Cyprus* <(I foiget 
his title) threw into prison the crew of an 
English vessel wrecked on his coast ; and, not 
contented with this inhumanity, forbade the 
princess of Navarre my spouse, and the queen 
of Sicily who attended her, to take refuge from 
the storm In any of his- ports. I conquered his 
dominions, with the loss, on my part, of a dinner, 
two men, and a bridle. He was brought before 
me. My emperor had an aversion to iron in every 
•form : therefore I adorned his imperial feet with 
a silver chain, and invited him to the fostirities 
of my nuptials with Berengere, followed by her 
coronation as queen of Cyprus. We placed his 
daughter under the protection of Janet, knowing 
her swAt temper and courtesy, and reminding 
her that a lady of rank rises one step higher by 
misfortune. She hath exchanged the cares of a 
crown for the gaiety of a court, and I hope that 
what she lost as princess she will gain as woman. 

I i intend to place her suitably in marriage, and her 
I dowry shall be what «ny treasury is at the time. 

! We have only to consider now what lies 

I before us. Could not my liege have treal^d with 
i the Duke of Austria 1 * 

Hiehard. Yes,, had he been# more nearly my 
equal. 1 punished his neglect of discipline ; 4^. 
became in his power to satiate his revenge. Henry 
is mercenary in tl^p same degree, but perhaps less 
perfidious, certaij^ly less irritated and hostile. 
No potentate can forgive the superiority of Eng- 
land : none can forget that I treated Aim Vs a 
trooper and 'dependent, aq^d that the features of 
my eontemp? Were too bread fiir any mask in all 
the rich wardrobe of dflfimulation. Henry alone 
is capable of ensuring my return. X remember 
the fate of ^bert ; and if I am not preawtly in 
London, I may*be in Cardiff. 

Those who have abandoned me must ransom 


doubt, says Pietro, o«n be nothing dee than the virtue of 
baption. tA armour of faith, and tlie privilege of being 
eons of the Ohureh. This honest traveller falls, in aluiost 
every letter, <m some unlucky comparison between the 
Molatry of his motive country and of tiiose he visits, 
if m spiMSka,” says he,^* that a great part of the worship 
paid to tlidr idols, consists in nothing but mudo and 
singmgt ko* to pass the tinu* gaily and luxiAiousIy." tk- 
i.lH<nkK Ilf tlie right revbrend tlieir Ay flapYior^as** inakinK 
a wind and driving off the flies from the idols in the pslaik 
^Uuda, that dbitquioutntti wtUdh we wte toward 


me; I myself will dictate the oonditionn, and 
they shall be such si np emperor of Oermajpr can 
refuce^:. . •• 

Bide on with me. 

* Isaac the usurper of Cyprus sorted hfmeelf empemr. 
t Queen of Sicily. 

t JBmperor Is the title nsoafiy gfvea Sn the heads of the 
Germanic league ; but in fast them never was an emperor 
g/' Germnny. Adrien Vaiois, in a letter to Albert Fortner, 


And there were net wanting about tl»e idols many of their, cujus llbri tltulum Jure quts arguatj n^lum 
^ Aixd nisiijr mttixy toffobm wiiti thd splendour Iinp6rluni CUnminilotnn fult iim|iianig wnluvs 

whereof the ntght was lighted up." , Who would not hodleiiue} nec Impemtor etfsaiMl in GmanlVsedem 
Imagine tnis description to have rather Wii lutide by a babeot, Gerrosnonmi imperatMT sed, «t ipse se 
Hindoo in Home, uian by a Homan lu Hindustan? more majorum appellat, re:i^ Ciunnaplsr et KMitemnini 
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LCntB BROOKE ANQ SIB'PHIUP SIDNI^r. 

jj^nodhe.^ 1 come a^in tmio the Woods aq^l unto Brooke, In ^th I did ; finr no othmrwifto tho 
the wilds of Fsnshnrst, whither mf heart and the good househeld would have it. The birds met 
fdend (^my heart hare long invited me. me affi%htened by the tossing hp of okipi^f 

Sidney. Welcome, welcome ! How <lielightful and by these h^hbagers I knew who were coming, 
it is to see a friend after a length hf ab^ncel When my pal^y: eyea then| askance for their 
How delightfril to chide him for that length of clamoronsnesB, and shrank somewhat back, they 
absence, to which we owe such delight. quarrelled inth him almost before they sauted 

Brooke, I know not whether our names will be me, and asked him many pest questions. What a 
immortal ; I am sure our. ^endship will. For ideasant spot, SidnSy, have you chosen herd for 
names Mund only upon thei surface the earth, meditation I a solitude is the audience-chamber ot» 
•while friendships are the purer, and tlfe more , |Io<U< Few days in our year are like thfC^: ihere 
ardent, the nearer they come to the presence of is a freiih pleasure in every fresh posture of the 
Ck»d, the sun not only of righteousnoss but of love, limbs, in every turn the takes. 


Ours never has been chipt or dimmed even here, 
and never shall be. 

Sidney, Let me take up your metaphor! Friend- 
ship is a vase which, when it is flawed by heat or 
violence or accident, may as well be broken at 
once ; it can never be trusted after. The more | 
graceful and ornamental it was, the more clearly 


Youth I eredulouB of happiness, throw down 
tJpon this turf thy wallet, stored and swoln 
With morrow'inoms. blrd-egfra and bladders bunst. 
That tired thee with Hs wagging to and fro : 

Thou too wouldst breathe wore freely for it, Age I 
Who laokest beuH to laugh at life's deceit. 

It somptixnes requires a stout push, and some- 


do we disoem the hopelessness of restoring it to times a sddden resistance, in the ^risest men, not 
its former state. Coarse stones, if they are frac- 1 to become for a moment the most foolish. What 
tured, may be cemented again ; precious ones, have I done 1 I have fairly challenged you! 
never. And rjow, Greville, scat yourself under much my master. c 

ihia oak; since, if you had hungered or thirsted Sidney, You have warmed :qie: I must cool a little 
from your journey, you ?vould have renewed the and watch my opportunity. Sc^ow, Greville, return 
alacrity of your old servants in the hall. you to your invitations, and I will clear tl%groum7 

1» before the <mp«-aler, ^ 

if in the patent*, of Charles the fifth it Is otiierwiso, the comes between,- With kindred and dopenil- 

reMonisthat the title of king is Applied to the dominion encioB. Verily we need no taunts like those in 
of Mveral states which his ancestors had acquired more your VOTses : here we have few vices, and consc- 

qaently few repinings. I take especial care that 

rator vo^'i dobot quV urbi Roiiiae non iniperat, et ab 

spiseopo ebcfesiie Romana*, Rom*, ac senates popuiique Biyyoung labourers*and farmers shall never be idle, 
Romani aententii, ddduni desiit conseefari." This letter W^d 1 BIWply them With bows and arrows, With 
is not printed among the works of Valois or his brother, bowls &l(l ninepins, for their Sunday evening^, 
but istf unquestionable authenticity, and may be found Jest they drink and quarrel. In church they are 

«ttce to J,«.rarto (rf Bohelhom, Tom. tanghtfto love God ; after church they are prac- 

V. p. 642. Valois was a good scholar, hut he errs in . . ® ^ , i. , . i 

his latinity when he objects to the eakpression imperium ^'8®^ ^ ‘®re their neighbour ; for busiuesson work- 
Oermantoum. for that expression would be correct whether days keeps them apart and scattered, and on 
Germany were governed by a king, an emperor, an aris- market-days ’•iihey are prone tp a rivalry bordering 
toorMy, or a democracy. The Roman stal^wse just as malice, aS competitors for custom. Goodness 
much fmprrfwm litomawMm under the consura and tribunes 

os under Tiberius or Caligula. lAFbe Justice of the remark does not more certainly make happy than 
made by Valois is proved by the patents of Charles V, happiness makes them Ofood. We must distin- 
whibh always began; « Carolus v.divinAfaventeolemontiS, guish between feliuite and prosperity: for pros- 
Romanon^m Imperator Augustus, ac rex Oermonia, His- perity leads often tO SmbitiOU, and ambition to 
PMtarum,utrlu8queBioiii«,Hierusaiem;Hungarie,A^^^ disappointment: the course is then over; the 
The late emperor of Austria formally laid, down a title , Vx j v x vi xv x* 

which nercr bdouged to him : he and all bta mtoiatw. ’fheel turns round but onco j while the re-acUow 
were ignorant of this, and it may be doubted whether of goodness and happiness Is perpetual, o 
there was a statesman In Europe who knew it. Brooke. You reason justly and you act rightly. 

* Lord IB’-ooke is less known than the' personage with 

wliom be converses, and upon whose fricnd^iip he hod the * Censurable as this practice may appear, it belonged ti> 
virtue and good-sense to found his chief distinction. On the age of Sidney. Amusements were permitted the Engli^i 
his monument at Warwick, written by himself, we read on the seventh dg.y, nor were they restricted until tne 
that be vraa eervant of Queen Elizabeth, counsellor of puritans gained the ascendancy. Even labour on oer^lo 
King James; and friend of Sir Philip Sidney. His style oocasicMis leas not only allowed but enjoined. By an order 
IS stiff, but bis sentiments are sound and manly. The of Edward VIAtfae farmer was encouraged to harvest upon 
same house produced another true patriot, slain in the tfle Sunday, and bi the same article It fa called a great 
civil wars by a shot from Lichfield minster. Clarendon, offence to God to be VIorupulous and superstitious in forc- 
withottt any ground for his assertion, 6ay.s there is renson i^oing such opermtiona Aylmer, biabop of London, used to 
to believe he would have abandoned his party and prinoi- (play at bowls after the service ; and, according to Strype, 
pies. The family Is mtlani t a member of it was created when the good prelate was oemaired far it, he replied that 
Iter) of Warwisk byCteotgelLforserrioesasLordof the the Sabbath was toads for msn, and not man for the 

BiAbath. 



~L0^lJJVBKO4K.iB AND Slit FUIUV SIDNEY. f 

l*kty« warm, soft, iad paaaive as Ihe ether ^iind mei)^ of ohi^practices and the ad<vnnient of our 
the throne of Groee, is made callous ana ini^tive nature, oxie would imagine we were dragging 
hy knelling too mueh : her nthlity f^ts under 3'imt al<mg hy fored, and not he ns. We mag iu 
rigorous and wearisome obserrances. A forced sosil measore ftnine our minds for the reception 
match between a and his relis^on sours^his of lui^pines& .for more or for less; we should 
f temper, and learn a barren bed. ' ' • however weirebnsider to what port we are steex^ 

Sklnetf. Desire of lucre, the and ii||>st ing in searoli of it^ ax^ that even in the richest 
geijeral country Vice, axists hex^ foom the. heces* its quantity fo but too exhaustible. It is easier 
eity of looking to ftnall gains; it iShqweVer but to ^ter the modes and quahties of it, than to 
the tartar that encrusts economy. • < increase its stores. There is a sickliness in the 

Brooke. I fear Av^ce less from himself than firmest of ud, which induceth us to change our 
from his ssBociates, who fall npoh a man t^e side, though reposing ever so softly; yet, wittixxgly 
fiercest In old*age. Avarice (allow me to walk or unwittingly, we tniA again soon into our old 
*threy>afes further with Allegor}') is more unlovely position Ai^rwaid, When we have fixed;, as we. 
than mischievous, although one may say of hint' imagine, on the object most dleiirable, we start 
that he at last extravagantly ; and, blinded by the rapidity of 

Orydgvit the gamesome river-fliih lu food, our course toward the treasuiq we would seise 

And ahnta his heart against his own life's hiood. a^d dwoll with, W6 find another hafid upon the 
Sidney. We find but little of his habdywork lock . . . tbe hand of one Standing in shade . . , 
among the yeomaniy, nor indeed much among 'tie Death ! ■*' 

those immediately above. The thriving squires are Brooke. There is often a sensibility in pewtt 
pricked and pinched by their eggemefo to rival in which precipitates ’em thither, 
expenditure those of somewhat better estate ; for. The winged head of Genius snakes surround, 

as vanity is selfishness, the vain are usually ava* As erewhiie poor Medusa’K. 

ri(;ioua, and they who throw away most, e:yict We however have defences against the shiifts oi 
most. Penurious men are oftener just than the vulgar, and such as no position could give, 
spendthrifts. Sidn^. God hath granted unto botli of us 

Brooke. 0 that anything so monstrous should hearts easily contented, hearts fitted for evety 
exist in this profusiohhnd prodigality of blessings I station, because fitted for every duty. What 
Uhe herbs, elastic with health, seem to partake of appeara the dullest may contribute moat to our 
sensitive ai^ animated life, and to feel under genius: what is most gloomy may soften the 
my hand the benediction I would bestow on seeds and relax the fibres of gaiety. We enjoj 
them. What a hum of satisfaction iu Gk)d’B the solemnity of th# spreading oak above us . 
creatures I How is ,jt, Sidney, the smallest do perhaps we owe to it in part the mood of our 
seem the happiest % * minds at this instant : perhaps an inanimate 

Sidney. Compensation for t^eir weaknesses and thing supplies me, while 1 Sm speakibg, with 
their fears; compensation for the shortness of whatever 1 pos^ss of animation. Doyouima^ne 
their existence. Their spirits mount the that any contest of shepherds can afford them the 
sunbeam above the eagle ; and they have more same pleasure as 1 receive from the descriptton of. 
enjoyment in their one summer than the eltphant it ; or that oven i|i their loves, however innocent 
in his century. and faithfril, they are so free from anxiety as I 

Brooke. Are not also the little and lowly in our am while I celebrate them 1 The exertion of 
species the most hap^ 1 « intellectual power, of fancy and imagination, 

Sidney. I would jrot willingly try nor over* keeps from us greatly mom than their wretched* 
curiously examine it. We, Greville, are happy ness, and afeords us CTeBtly*more than their 
in these parks and forests : we were happy in my enjoyment. We are "Snotes in the midst of 
close winter- walk of box and laurustine. In our generations: we have our sunbeams to circuit 
earlier days did we not enftfoss our bosoms with and climb. Look at the summits of tbe trees 
the daffodils, and shake them almost unto shed* around us, hottr they move, and the loftiest the 
ding with our transport ! Ay, my friend, there most : nothing is at rest within the compass of 
is a greater difference, both in the stages of life our view, except the grey moss on the park-pales, 
and in the seasons of the year, than in the con* Let it eat away the^di^ad oak, but let it pot be 
ditlous of men : yet the healthy pass through the compared with the living one. .t 

seasons, from the clement tothe inclement, not only Poets are in general prone to melancholy ; yet 

unreluciantly but tejoicingly, knowing that the the most plaintive ditty hath imparted a fuller 
worat will soon finish, and the bc»t begin anew; oy, ani of longer duration, to its composer, 
iiua we are desiroua of pushing forward iqto every tbam tbe conquest of Persia to tbe Macedonian, 
stage of life, excepting that alone which ought A bottle of wine bringeth as much pleasure as the 
• reasonably to allure us most, ^ opening to us acquisition of a kingdom, and not unlike it in 
the Via Saora, along which we move in triumph kind : the senses in both cases are confused ana 
to our eternal countiy. We labour to get through f^erverted. 

the moments ofour life, as we would to get through Brooke. Merciful heaven! and for the fruition 
a crowd. Such is our impatience, such our hati^ of an hour’s drunkenness, from which they must 
of procrastination, in everything but the amend* awaken with heaviness, pain, and terror. 
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eofitioiiit » wMe crop of their kind at one hwest- ' hare hevw been more tired wHh any reading th*o 
konM« Shame utibn thorn light one* who earoi witl^ diamrtaUona upon ha^pmees^ which aeetnfl 
at ehe feaat of blood ! ancf worn upon thorn not only to eludi^ inquiry, but to oast urfbercifiil 
graver once who nail upon their eeeutcheoif the , loads of clay and sand and huaka and stubble 
name of great. AmhiUon ia but Avarlee ol stilt* ’ along the high road of the inquirer. %eologiaiui 
and masked. Ood sometimes eende A femine, ani moralists, and even sound philosophers, tal^ 
sometimes a pestilence, and sometimes a hero, mlitljPin a drawling and dreaming yy ahoht It 
for the chastisement of mankind ; noni of them He who said that virtu# alone is happiness, u^ld 
surely for ouradmiiatto. Only some oAuse likqj hare spoken more truly in*a^ying that vflauo 
unto that which is now scattering the numtal fog^ flone is misery, if alone means «i»y/y ; for, beyond 
of the Netherlands, and is preparing th» for the adoubt, the virtuous man meets with more oppo^ 
fruits of freedom, can justify n» in drawing the aites and oppone^qts than tny other, meets .with 
aword ahresfl. , more whose intere^ and views thwart his, and 

• 8idni$y* And only iluL aoMunplislimeut of our whose animosities are, esi^ited against ^him, nof 
pwrposq can permit mel^lCto sheathe it T for, only by the phantom , of interest, butby*«n^- 
the aggnmdiwsm^tofour neighbour js nought of Virtue alone cannot rebujff them; nor can the 
detrixi^tq mSnthc contrary, if we are honest virtuous man, if only virtuous, live undcg them, 
and Indusmotts/^is wealth is ours. We have I will not say contentedly and happily, 1 will say, 
nothing to dread while our laws are equitable »t all. Self-esteem, we hear, is the gift of virtue, 
and our impositions light : but children fly from the golden bough at which the gates of Elysium 
iQOthew who strip and scourge them. fly open : but, alas ! it is oftcner, I am afraid, the 

£ro<»s«. Aoron the heariu) where homebred Law lies dead portion of the sfyong-minded, and even of the 
Strides Despotism, and seems a bloated boy, vain, than of the virtuous. By the constant 


Who, while some coarse clown drives him, thinks he 
drives. 

Shouting, with blear bluff face, ffiir way, give way ! 

We are come to an age when we oughif to read 
and speak plmnly what our discretion tells us is 
III : we are not to be set in a comer for mockery 
and derision, with oulr hands hanging doim 
motionless, and our pockets turned inside-out. 

Sidney. Let us congratulate our country on her 
tVeedom from debt, and qn the economy and 
difdntcrestedness of her administrators ; men i 
altoge^r of eminent woi:1.b,' afraid of nothing 
but of \lliviatlng fibm the broad and beaten path 
of illustrious ancestors, and propi^atiug her glory 
in fiir-distant countries, not by the loquacity of ; 
mountebanks or the audaedty of bufibons, nor ' 
by covering a tarnished sword-knot with a trim 
shoulder-knot, but by the mission of right learned, 
grave, and eloquent embassadore. Triumphantly 
and' disdainfully may you point to others. 


exertion of our best energies, w# can keep down 
many of the thorns along the path of life ; yet 
some will thwart us, whether we carry our book 
with us or walk without it, wljether we cast our 
eyes on earth or on heaven. He who hath 
given the best definition *bf most things, hath 
I given but an imperf ect one here, informing ys 
I that a happy life is one without in^peSlment to 
virtue.^ A happy life is not made up of negatives. 
Exemption from one thing is not possession of 
another. Had I been aiqumg his hearers, and 
could have uttered my senthnents in the presence 
of so mighty a ipaster, I would have told him 
that the definition is still unfound, like the 
tiling#^ 

A sound mind and sound body, which many 
thinl# all-sufiicient, are but receptacles for it. 
Happiness, like air and water, the other two 
great requisites of life, is composite. One kind 
of it suits ^0 man, another kind another. The 


While the young blpwiom etarts to light, 
And heaven l<s>k8 down eerenely bright 
On Naturu’e gracefcftVoriii ; 

While hill 4 (_and vulfKiind woode are gay. 
And village voices nil breathe Aluy, 

. Who dreads the future storm ? 


elevated mjnd tgkes in ahd breathes out again 
that which would be uncongenial to the baser, 
and the baser draws life and ex^joyment from that 
which would be putridity to the loftier. Wise or 
unwise, who doubtfc %r a moment that eontent- 


W'here princes smile and senates bend. 

What mortal e*er foresaw his end,' 

Or fear'd the frown of Qod ? 

Vet has the tempest swept them off. 

*Apd the opi)rcs8e<l with bitter soolT 
1‘beir silent marble trod. 

To swell their pride, to quench tbeb* Ire, 

Did venerable Laws expire 
And sterner forms ariH« ; 

Faith in their presence veiled her head, 

Fattonoe lutd Charity were dead. 

And Hope beyond tiro skies. 

Rnt away, away with politics : let not this citv- 
ftench infect our fresh country-air. 

Jlrooke, To happiness then, and unhappiness too, 
0 wo can disooune upon it without emotion. | 
ow not, Philip, how it is, but certainly I 


ment is the cause of happiness? Yet the inverse 
is true : wc arc contented because we are happy, 
and not happy beeause we are contented. Well 
regulated minds may be satisfied with a small por- 
tion of happiness ; none can be happy with a small 
portion of content. In fact, hardly anything 
which we receive for truth, i& really an^ entirely 
so, let it appear as plain as it may, and l^t its 
appeal Jbe not only to the understanding, blit to 
the sense*; for our words do not follow them 
exactly; and it js by words we receive truth and(, 
express it. 

1 do not wonder that in the cloud of opinions 
and of passions (for where there aro many of 

• Arintotelw siiys in bis Ktlire, and vc|K!Hts It In hi* 
Fnlffjf, |3/«» !<»«« t«v hmv deiv»,» im^dLrrsr. 
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tUa ona, them am V^ially miae of* the othe^ complaining. I hate indW heard the soldier 
the dearer tiew of ^thla subject ah^nld he inter- of out enem^ setdun at receiving a vroand; 
eepted: aathcr Is it to he nuurttPed at« that^o I net^ heai^ oum.« Shall the uneducated he 
pldn masoning imtaie snonld in his pritai^ w^bg of f^tini^ an example to the lettered! 
have argued thus ; If ve sen^ as ire lm|e seen, young persons of some 

^ ^ I am without the things vbieh . do^ net promise, yet in bompaxison to us as the colt is to 
mnder those who possess them happier tfan d the courser, ipised to trust and eminence by a 
am: abut I diare those t]|e absence bf iMek powerful %dTmte, is if not enough to feel our- 
woulll mnder me unhajppy ; and thCrefom the selres the stronger men, without exposing our 
liaving of them should, if my hearty a sound, hinbs to the passenger, and, begging him in proof 
one and my reason unperverted, mnder me con* to handle muscles h Those who distribute 
tent. and blest! I haee a house and garden of offices, am Sometimes glad to hare the excuse of 
my own; I hare competence^' I hare children.^ merit ; but nerer gire them Ibr it. Only one 
'fake awi^any of these^ and I'^dieald be Sorrow- subject of somw, none of complaint, in r^peci 
fill, I ]ln<^ not how long : give me any of those to court, is just and' ^asonable ; namely, to bo 
ahich are sought for with more avidity, and I mjected or overlooked whet^filir exertions or expo*' 
doubt whether I should be happier twenty-four ricnce might benefit our c^^try. ^ Porbidden to 
hours, THe who hm very much of his own, unite our glory with herSf let', us cnerish it at 
aiways has a (s^ject in r^iness for somewhat home the more fondly for its disappointment, and 
ofuiotheris: he '^ho has very little, has not even give her reason to say afterward, she could have 
the ground on which to lay it. Thus one sharp wished the union. He who complains deserves 
angle of wickedness and disquietude is broken off srhat he complains of. 

from him.” * Religions, languages, races of men, rise up, 

Sidney/, Since gm have entered into no contest flourish, decay; and just in the order 1 assign 
or competition, which of us shall sing or sermon- to them. O my friend ! is it nothing to thinh 
ize*^e other fast asleep, and since we rathUr that this hand of mine, over which an insect 
throw Cut than collect ideas on the subject of our is creeping, and upon which another more 
conversation, do Hot accuse me of levity, 1 am loathsome one ere long will pastute, may hold 
certain you will not of irreligion, if I venture to I forth to my fellow men, by resolution of heart 
H^y that comforts aiid advantages, in this life, I in me and perseverance, those things which 
appear firz-t sight to be distributed by some ! shall outlive the least perishable in the whole 
airy fantastic Beings, such as figure in the stories i dominion of mortality! Creatures, of whom the 
of the East. These generally ch^oose a humpback best and weightiest part are the feathers in 
slave or inconsiderate girl to protect and counte- their caps, and of Whom the lightest are their 
nance : in like man^r do we observe the ill- words and actions, curl their whiskers and their 
informed mind and instable character most Ups in scorn upon similar meditations. 
immediately under the smiles df Fortune and the Let us indulge in them; they are neither weak 
guidance of Prosperity ; who, as the ca|ji|^g with nor idle, having been suckled* by Wisdom and 
lovers, are ardent and attached in proportion as taught to walk by Virtue, We have never thrown 
they alight upon indifference and inconstaiyy. away the keepsakes that Nature has given urfTnor**- 
Ihoifke. Yes, Happiness doats on her works bartered them for toys easily broken in the 


and is prodigal to her favourite. As one drop of 
Abater hath an attraction for another, so do feli- 
• ities run into feliciti^. This courst is marked 
t y the vulgar with nearly the sSme expression as 
1 have employed upon it : men say habitually a 
run of luck And I wish that misfortunes bore 
no resemblance to it in theuwparch and tendency ; 
but these also swarm and cluster and hang one 
from another, uiitil at last some hard day deadens 
all sense in them, and termkiates their existence. 

must-be acknowledged, -our unhap- 
piness appears to be more often sought by us, 
and pursued more steadily, than our happiness. 
WJiat <]^urtier on* the one side, what man of 
genius on the other, has not complained of un- 
woi^iness preferred to worth 1 Who prefers it! 
his friend! no: himself! no surely. -Why then 
grieve at folly ot injustice in those who have no 
concern in him, and in whom h# has no conoem! 
Wo are indignant at the sufferings of those who bear 
bmvely and undeservedly ; but a single cry ffom 
them breaks the charm that bound them to us. 

The English character stands high above 


public paths of lilb. 

Brooke, Argue then no longer about courtaand 
discontents : 1 would rather hear a Tew more 
verses ; for admail draught increases the thirst of 
the thirsty. 4^ 

Sidney, To write as the ancients have written, 
without borrowing a thought or expression frdni 
them, is the mqst difficult thing we can achieve in 
poetry. I attempt no composition which 1 foresee 
will occupy %Qore than an hour or two, so that I 
can hardly claim aqy rank among the poets; yet 
having once collected, in my curiosity, all the/nn^ 
catione to Sleep, ancient and modem, ITancied it 
possible to compose one very differently ; which, 
if you consider the simplicity of the subject and 
the number of those who have treated it, may 
appear no easy matter. 

! who ouatraotest the waste realms of Nigiit 
None like the wretched can extol thjr itiovcrh : 

P We think of thef when tliou art far away. 

We bold thee dearer than the light of da.v, 

And most when Love fonmkoH u« wIkU tiieee 
O hither twivt thy fliKht ’• 
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an<I w»1oome m Ihe blMwd thtde 
AloMtIago the diirk ThMMlIin hall. ^ 

'VN'hen tusid Danth and Ball obey'd 

Her liuebond'a dewolal^deaiHindont rnlL § 

*' Wbat fiend woald peraeoato the*, featlc Slcepf # " 

Or beelcon thee uatde from man** dbitreaef t 
INeedleaa it were to warn theaof tho 
That pieroe my pillow, mm thoae waaton Wihga 

Which bore me to the Bi|p of happinem, ,j 

Have dropt into the doepf^ *, I 

Brooke, If I cailnot compliment yon, as I lately j 
complimented a poet m the same subject, by 
saying, May aU ike goat pnd godlkette$ he at pro- 
/iitiout to your Inweathn^ let me ait least congmtu*^ 
late you that eyexything here is jUction. 

Sidney. There are sensible men who would call 
me to an account fbr attempting to keep up with 
the ancients, and then running downhill among 
the moderns, and more especially for expatiating 
in the regions of Xtomance. The ^stidioiis and 
rigid call it bad taste : and I am afraid they have 
Truth for their prompter: But this, I begin to 
suspect, is rather from my deficiency of pow^ 
and judgment, than because the thing in itself is 
wrong. Chivalry in the beginning was often 
intemperate and inhumane: afterward the term 
became synonymous with valorous courtesy. 
Writers, and the Public after them, no^ turn it 
into rldicul^ But there is surely an incentive to 
noble actions in the deference we bear toward our ' 
ladles ; and to carry it in my bosom is worth to j 
me all tho applauses I could ever receive from my ’ 
prince. If the beloved keep us from them farther j 
than arm’s length for years together, mucli indeed I 
we regret that our happkiess is deferred, but | 
more that theirs is. For pride, and what is better 
than p^ide, our pure conscience tells us, that God 
would iSestow on us the glory of creating it ; of all 
terrestrial glory far the greatest, 

Brooke. To those whose person and manners, 
amk* exalted genius, render them always and 
everywhere acceptable, it is pleasing to argue in 
this fashion. i 

Sidney. Greville ! Grevillc ! it is better to 
sufifer tlian to lose the power of suffering. The 
perception of heauty„, grace, and jirtue, is not 
granted to all alfice. TJJiere are more who are 
contented in an ignoble union on the flat beaten 
ey.rth before us* than there are who, equally dis- 
regarding both unfavourable and favourable 
clamours, make for themselves room to stand on 


teroufi fil^etiomb by imob pmwiili' 

bcisl the mina M thdr reoepUen. 

Hev many, wbd have abandoned for public life 
^he atudiea of philJEK>phy and poeti^, may be 
compared to brooki and riven, whi^ in the . 

iniQia^nvited na to tranquillity by their 
nsemblance of U, a||^ which aftenrard partake 
the nature of that vaat body wherelnto thoArun, 
its dreaxix^pss, its bittemess, its foam, its storms, 
its everlasting noise and commotion 1 1 have 

known several such ; andiwhen I have innocently 
smiled at them, their countenances aeeihed to 
say, ** I wish I could despise you : but 1 ant a 
runaway slave, and from the best of xx&txesses to 
the worst of masters ; I serve at a tavern where every 
hour is dinner-time, and pick a bone upon a silver 
dish.** And what is acquired by the moreYortunate 
among them ? they may put on a robe and use a 
designation which 1 have no right to ; my cook 
and footman may do the same : one .^ias a white 
apron, the other has red hose ; I should be quite 
as much laughed at if I assumed them. A sense 
of inferior ability is painful : tj[iis I feel most at 
home ; I could not do nearly so well what my ^ 
domestics do; what the others do I cou)^d do 
better. My blushes are not at the superiority 
I have given myself, but at thd comparison I must 
go through to give it. 

Two poets cannot walk«or sit together easily 
while they have any poetry about them : tfiey 
must turn it out upon the table of the grass or 
the rock or the road-side. I shall call on ym 
presently ; take all I have in the meanwhile. 

At last thou KO«t»t, breesey luaroh ! 

.\gain beneath heaven's brighter arch 
The birds thct shun our winters, fly : 
o ’er every pathway trip along 

tcot, more light with frolic song, 

And eyes glance back, they know not why. 

SUy, who is that of leaf so gank, 

Pushing the violet down the bank 

With heartfid spearhead glossy-grew? 

And why that changefaoe mural taia 
i'oints if: the myrtle, whom he mocks, 

Regardless Hfihat her cnier hath been ? 

The fennel waves her tender plume ; 

Mezereons cloth ’d with thick perfume, 

And almonds, urge the lagging leaf : 
lla ! and so long Ihlin have 1 sUkkI 
And nut observ’d thee, modest bud, 

Wherefrom will rise their lawful ehiw< > 


an elevated and sharp-pointed summit, and thence 
to watch the motions and scmtillations, and occa- 
sional ovcrcloudings, of some bright distant star. 
Is It nothing to have been taught, apart from the 
vulgar, those graceful submissions which afford us 
:i legitimate pride when we render them to the 
worthy! Is there no privilege in electing our 
own sovran 1 no pleasure in bending heart and 
soul before her ! I will never believe that age | 
itself can arrest so vivid an emotion, or that his 


O never say it if perchance 

Thou crown the cup or Join the danoi, «: 

Neither in anger nor in sport : 

For Pleasure then would pass me by, 

The Graces look ungraciously. 

Love frown, and drive roe from his o«mr|. ^ 

Brooke. Goilkideriiig the chances and chiv^fi 
pf humanity, I wish I were as certain that Pleasure 
,will nevei^ pass you by, as I am that the Graces 
will never look pn you ungiaciously. • 


deathbed is hard or uneasy, who can bring befom Sidney. So little am I ashamed of the hdurs 
it even the empty image he has long (though in I spend in poetry, even a consciousness that the 
vain) adored. That life has not been spent idly poetxy itself is bad never leads me to think the 


whieh has been mtunly spent in conciliating the occupation is. Foliage, herbage, pebbles, may 
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IV.^AKD b^^itcCd saVaob. 


{Ttit in moU^ the finei pArts of the mUkd ; ai 4 
eltlioiigh the first tUlt^ it thro^ olf he s«rBes, 
and liidSfS»«Bilt ones, we are Jiot t§ despise th«^ 
cultivator of them, but iK> consider him as poe- 
s^ing the garden o!r innooeho^ at which 
gSyi bodyof mankindlooksoidy thiwugh theg^ 

In the comer fomed by the cottiirwall, s^pl- 
teved and sunny, I found, eiy^’llew in the season 


laavct itintl yet lie^lVd, 
MiuiSLfriiill hapet in deiali b«d lull'd. 

Or «ru thibottlouit hmrt be MAinol'd 
^ e. .r. f «lij^\ll ttH peina. 


Sidm 


Use hope that here is only 


A yolShi mdow, Juet enough to break 
The ttiee^iing mirtlienin of tK>ft id)«ne«t. 

JSrooke, ¥/%en a weMnanThath ceased to be quite 


. , , 1. J !_• 1. 1. J JL/TVWV, TT-SASM A BTWNUMaU UaV«A VWmOVMA W I/O UUibC 

than a Uttle ro^hud, which i^haps owed the same to us, it matters little how different 
its existem^ to my cutting the plant m^ummer, becomes. 


when it began to intrude on the path, ahd had 
wetted the logs of the ladles with the rain it held. 
N’one hit trifling poetry could be made out of 


Sidney,, Hush}*! will hear from you no senth 
ment but your own, and this w never be yours. 
Variations there are of temp^ture in the finest 
season ; and the tmest heart has not always the 


yet otlmr than trifling pleasure was. 

BtookA Ailip, I can give you only sj^iiea pulsations. If we had nothing to pardon or 
Howenifor unspoiled and unopened ones : will you ^ ^oned, we might appear to be more per- 


acMptthem? | feet than we are, but we should in, laot be lees so. 

Gladly. , - , .Self-love is ungenerous and unforgiving; love 

Drooke. On what occasion and for whom my forgives. Whatever there may be 

verses were eoinpoeed, you may at once diworcr. jy.^^ blossoms, shall 

^m It eno%h for Me to premise in elucKtotion, evening walk ; we haring 

-iliat. women have no favour or mweyfor the silence ^liftys chosen the calmest hours of the most 
thoirclmrms impose on ^ Little wre they beautiful days for our discourses on love and 

of the devotion we.,,re offering to them, in that religion. Something of emotion, I can not doubt, 
jtato wheremto the true lover is ever prone to M, ^ ^ 

and wVch appears to them inattention, indiffer- j y^^ j ^ 

was sweet and 

ence, or moro^nes^ We must chirp Wore them golacing. tmagination should always be the con- 
ctemally or they wUhiot moisten our b^ksm our fideuLforshe is always the calmer, <» Passion, 
1'^^® praiseiiest, we th^ksgiving. and Virtue have^an equally free 

Sutxej/. Unfold the ^aper. What arc you admittance. 

smUAig ®t ^ T ,1 Uct us now dismiss until evening comes (which 

Broefe Thefiamcsof the speakers I cril one 

«P:<’ the other “Lady.’ How questionably the aitious, and let us talk qJ.out abseni frieuda 

r 11 , in fTfl. Brooke. We must sit up late if I am to tell yon 

of all yours. 

SUineif. While the weather is sfl temperate Uud 
genial, and while I can be out-of-dpors, I care not 
how late 1 tarry among 

Night aim tiiat rnnke tree-shadowB walk, and 8b<H‘p ^ 
Washed ivltitv in the cold moonhhine on grey cliffB. 

Our last excess of tips nature was nearer the sea^ 
where, when our conversation paused awhile in 
the stillness of midnight, we heard the distsaut 
waves break heavily. Their spuiid, you remarked, 
was such as you could imaging the sound of 
a giant might be, who, clflming back from tm- 
vel unto some smooth and level and still rikU 
solitary place, with all his anxiour and all his 
spoils about him, dasts himself slumberously down 
t-o rest. B 


former ! how truly the latter ! But judge, 

^ Poet Thus do ydu sitiBnd break the flow’rs 

That might have lived a few short hours, 

And lived for you ! Love, who o'efpowcrs 
My youth and me, 
Showsme the petals idly Hhed, 

Shows me my hopes as early dead. 

In vain, in vain admonished 

Sy all I see. 

LaOp. And thus you while the noon away. 
Watching me strip my flowerw of gay 
Apparel, just put on for May, ^ 

ftnd soon laid by ! 

Oanoot yon teach me one or two * • 

Kine phrases ? if you can, pray do, 

Since poH are grown too wise to woo 
To listen 1. 

Pori. Lady, I come not hero ft>«each. 

Hut learn, the moods of gentle speech ; 

Alas ! too far beyond my reach 

Are happier strafna 


KINO HENRY IV. AND SIR ARNOLD SAVAOE. 

kSoAew. f obey the flommands of my liege. ISaeage, 1 am now in the house of the greatest 

Hengy, ’Tie well : thou appearest^ more civil man upon earth ; I was then in the house of the 
ana courteous Sir Arnold Savage, than this greatest nation, 

morning in afiqther place, when thou dflclaredst Henry. Marry I thou speakest rightly upon 
unto me, as speaker of the Oom^fions, that no both points ; but the latter, 1 swear unto thee, 
subsidy should be granted me until every cause of pl^kseth me most And now. Savage, I do tell 
Pttbiic grievance were removed.* jthSTwith like frankness, I had well-ni.irh sent a 

* Tiuf wordT ^cj^irtod Vy liukcwcnT trnrmii \ woro of halberts among your worshipful knights 
PargAiKswCttm. and sleek wool-stapler.s, for 1 was sore chafed ; and, 
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IMA 


^ONVBJSATlfcrS. 

rraiiot.ho|.kad d^li witb me in wise, t sltouldj t£e best A:yl moit ntoemxy things in the worid 

have str^^htwa^ followed my inelinatiof. , :^hoti | to batter down your enemy^s walls with. 

Icnowest I an) giievotsly Jet and bindeni^ if my^ * What they be I you miftt find them. 

* projected war, by such obstihacy and tmdniiful' Savage, Sir, you havt found them, and must 
ness in my people. 1 raised up th*. House of keep them ; they are the heiurti of your sub- 
(yommons four years ago, and placed it, in opposbfjc^ts. Tour horse will not gallop fiur witj^i 
ttou to my barons, with trust Imd eonfide|iee thatH them, though you empty into his mai^ger ali the 
by the blessing of Christ and his sielnt^'!t might gamers of Suxley.a Wars are rel|uisite, tp dimb 
be less hampered in my complete odhqfhest of nish the power of your Barons, by ke^pl!^ them 
France. This is monstrous : Parliament <q>eak8 long and widely separate from the main body of 
too plainly and steps too stoutly for a crpgture of retainers, and under the ken of a stem and stesdy 

^ four y care' growth. ^ prince, watching theii^ovements, curbing their 

iSauaytf. God forbid that any king of England discourses, and inuring them to regular and sharp 
should achieve the conquest of all France. Pa- discipline. In general they are wortfiloss 
ticuce, my liege and lordl Our Norman ances- exalted by the weak, and dangerous fifim wealth 
tors, the most warlike people on whose banners ill acquired and worse expended. The whole 
the morning sun ever lighted, have wrested the people is a good king’s household : quiet and 
sceptre from her swaddling kings, and, pushing orderly when well treated, and ever in rondinoss 
them back on their cushions and cupboards, have to defend him against the malice of the (iisap 
Ijoen contented with the seizure of their best and pointed, the perfidy of the ungrateful, and the 
largest province. The possession of more serfs usurpation of the fiuniliar. Act ^ such guise, 
would have tempted them to sit down in idleiKss, most glorious Henry, that the king may say my 
and no piece of unbroken turf would have been people, and tlie people may say our king : I then 
left for the play-ground of their children in arms, will promise you more, passiAg any computation, 
William the Conqueror, the most puissant of than I refused you this morning ; the enjpyment 
knights and the wisest of statesmen, thought fit*| of a blessing, to which the conquest of Erance in 
to set open a now career, lest the ^ride of his comparison is as a broken flagstatf . . . self-appro- 
cUivalry fbould be troublesome to him at home, bation in government and Security in power. A 
He led them forth against the brave and good Norman by descent, anti an Englishman by birth 
Harold, whqse armies had bled profusely in their and inheritance, the iflimiliatlou of France i^ 
war against the Scot. Pity that such blood as the requisite to my sense even of qui%» enjoymeni. 
Saxon should ever have been spilt I but hence Nevertheless I can not delude my understanding, 

* nr <3 the titlcdeeda to ourjands and tenements, the on which is impressed this truth, namely, that 

p'Tpetuity of our power and dominion. the condition of a peopjjc which hath made many 

Henry. To preserve them from jeopardy, I conquests, doth ultimat^y become worse than tha| 
mifS# have silver in store; 1 must have horses and of the conqu^ed. For, the conquered have no 
armour, and iiherewith to satisfy the cravings of longer to endure the sufierings of weakness or the 
tile soldier, always sharp, and sharpest of all after strtV^les of strength ; and some advantages are 
.fighting. usually holden forth to keep them peaceable and 

tiavaye. My liege must also have other things, odfiitentcd ; but under a conquering prince the 
which escaped his recollect^n. people are shadows, which lessen and lessen as he 

Jlenry. Store of hides, aim of the creatures that mounts in glory, until at last they become, if I 
Were p'ithin them ; store of bacon ; store of oats may re^onably say it and unreprovedly, a thing 
and barley, of rye and good wheaten com ; hemp, of nothing, a^hapelessVorm. 

.shipping, masts, aifchors ; pinetfee and its pitch It is* my office and my duty to provide that 
from the Norwegia< yewtrec from Corse and this evil, in the present day, do not befall ns ; and 
^ 1 )almut. levers other commodities must be pro- that our lato descendants, with the same inoite- 
<‘urcd irom the ruler of the Adriatic, from him ments to bravof^ the same materials and 
Av ho never was infant nor stripling, whom God of greatness, may deserve as well of your family, 
t ook by the right-hand and tiqight to walk by my liege, as we have deserved of you, 
himself the first hour. Moreover I must have Henry. Faith ! I could find it in my heart, Sir 
iristrumentR of mine pwtt device, weighty, and Arnold,* to clip thino eagle’s claws Ind perch thee 
exce^lJing costly ; such as machinery for beating somewhere in the peerage, 
down walls. Nothing of these have escaped my i^raye. Measureless is the distance between my 
knowledge or memory, but the recital of some liege and mo ; but 1 octupy the tgnecon^ rank 
befits a butler or sutler^ or armourer, better than among men now living, forasmuch as, under the 
H king. ^ ^ guiijanc^ of Almighty God, the most dis^etand 

And yet methinks, sir, there are others couragisous have appointed me, unworthy as I am, 
which you might have mentioned and have n6t, to be the great comprehensive symbol of Jtbe 
the recital of which would befit a king, rather peo^e. 

than sutler, butler, or armourer : they are indeed ji . i . i ^ 

^ ' Writers dlAr<»a the first appointmeniofSpeakerliitlts 

The Hnnes under Hamid wert> not nutueroui*, und House of Commons, for want rather of refleotion than of 
thcMf were few vestiges uf the Britons out of Wales and I inquiry. The Snxotts lind frequently snob ohlefn; not 
OtrmwuU. ' always, nor regrularly. In the retgu of WIlUam Bnfus 



^BOinrHUT n 

tfatrvwMVgnutcstmnenof psrUiiaMnt»iRno1(tilghinD,«M*. ^Mribcd b/ an extraot fimm Bapin, who ol 

may h« w'tin iii tha hi^rury of Eaducrus : Ulu wfirdf i ramoMlraMlto onlj. * * 

tolim* rrffni advnalfo. Ho nporta that a aertaln Jkn^ht [• *' Lo roi, ayant i pHrlemeut Ih iHwoin 

oaiDO fQrth and otood heAnw th« j»«o^t and apoko Intho qft'il ataft t'un oo^uro oktr^rolnairot lem Communes 
itante dn«i in. tho behalf of aU» Potei^ do Mbntfort, aU^r«aien%<>rpe liii prdmntef une Adreoai». dans laquelie 
in Ilie reign of HHiry IIX epctke Wee lellMf e^mmunitatUt ^leo Ini reiimiitraien*^ "^ds fouler son peuple, il 

ami 4(iiii^sfHtAi to the hanishinmit cpf Ademar do VidmiM trnit suhvenlr £ oeo bescdna Biles oxpomient qua le 
bishop of .Winohester* A libr John Bushey was the ne posodddlt la trotalhmo partle des biens du royuume, 

ptoseuted |>y the Cqinmoiio to the |UnK full parliir | quo* no^bsndimt un rof attcuib service personnel* ilutait 

moot. Blsynge calls him ** a gpeclariainiun ** to Blohard Juste quil codtrnmlt do ots riohesHes aux besoins prcsHStts 
II. It atlpeairs that ho* life alb hit predeceseorOi was de PStatV ^'arohevdqua de Canterbury dlsu it quo lenr dc' 
ohoeen fair one patticuViir iq>eeob* pmpose^ or sittiaqr* tnanden^vait pourfondementque rirrdltglon vi I’nvarire/* 

Sir Arnold SavoKe, nooordiai to Blsynge* ** was the first The reformers, we %^* were atheists in those dayn. as in 
who appears upon any record **#o have been appointed to ours : to jMp off what is superfluous was to expo!«e the 
the dignity as now eonatituted. He was elected a second body politic to decay. 

time^ur years afterwaid, a rare honour in earlier days; In decorating the pe<tp1e's House of Parliatnetit, it is 

and duiimr tlilsuresldent^ he headed the Commcma and resolved to admit no memorial of the man without wnMe« 
deliverfid thBr Resolutions iu the plain words rsoordsd by neither house nor parliament would exist. Pootx:^ 
Hakewe 1. fable are thought more characteristic. 

The buainesa on which the dialogue is founded, may be 


SOUTHEY AND PORSON. 


Potion, I suspect* Mr. Southey* tou are angry 
with me for the freedom with ^ich 1 have 
spoken of your poetry and Wordsworth’s. 

aSouth^. What could have induced you to 
ima^^eeit^ Mr. Professor) You have indeed 
bent your eye** upon me* since we have been 
together* with somewnat of fierceness and defi- 
ance; 1 presume you fadbied me to be a com- 
menti|^or. You wrong in your belief that any 
opinion on poetical works hath molested me ; 
Imt you afford me more than compensation in 
supposing me acutely sensible of iiyustice done 
to Wordsworth. If we yust converse on these 
U>pics* we will converse on him. What man ever 
existed who spent a more inoffignsive life, or 
adorned it with nobler studies) 

Poroon, None ; and they who attack hinnwi^ 
virulence are men of as little morality as reflection. 
I have demonstrated that one of them* he who 
wrote the Pursuitt of Literature, could not con- 
strue a Greek sentence or scan a verse ; and I 
have fallen on the very Index from wjiich he 
drew out his forlorn hopB on the parade. This 
is incomparably the most impudent fello^f I have 
met with in the course of my reading, which has 
Iain* you ^ow* in a province where impudence is 
iu> rarity. 1 am siorry to say tfifli we critics who 
write for the learned* have sometimes set a bad 
example to our younger brothers* the critics who 
write for the public : but if they were considerate 
and prudent* Ihey would find out that a deficiency 
in weight and authority might in some measure 
be componsatcil by deference and decorum. Not 
tb meniionethe refuser of the literary world* the 
vweopi^ of booksellers’ shops* the ^st thrown 
up by fhem in a comer to blow by pinches on 
new publications; not to tread upon orAlisturb 
this filth* the greatest of our critics now living 
are only great comparatively. TheJ^ betray their 
inconsiderateness when they look disdainfully on 
t^ humbler in acquirements and intellect. A 
little wi^ or* as that is not always at hand* a little 
Imjtudence instead of it* throws its rampant briar 


overdry lacunes : a drop of oil, sweet oi' luuoid. 
covers a great quantity of poor broth. Instead cf 
anything in this way, I would seriously recom- 
mend to the employer of our critics* yoUng and 
old* that he oblige them to pursue a course of 
study such m this: that under the superintend • 
ence of some respectable student from tHe univer- 
sity, they first read and examine the contents of 
the book ; a thing greatly more useful in criticism 
than is generally thought; secondly* that they 
carefully write them down, number them* anti 
range them under their several heads; thirdly* 
that they mark ev<»»y beautiful* every 
every ambiguous, every uncommon expression. 
Which being completed, tliat they inquire 
author* ancient or modern* has treated the same 
subject; that they compare them* first in smaller, 
afterw^ard in larger portions, noting every defect 
in precision and its causes* every excelhntvs autT** 
its nature; that they^aduate these, fixing 
and minus, and designkting them more accurately 
and disorxminately by means of colours, stroiigoi 
or paler. For instance, purple might cipresh, 
grandeur and majesty of thought ;,,scarl"?t, vigour 
of expression; pink* livelinc^3S; green, elegant and 
equable composition: these however,^ and uiher.^* 
as might best attract their notice and servt their * 
memory. The same process may be used where 
authors have not written on the same »nbjt:«'!,, 
when those who have are wanting, or have touched 
it but incidentally. lUius Addison and Foute- 
nelle, not verj’' like, may be compared in tlic 
graces of style* in the number and degree of just 
thoughts and lively fancies : thus Hie dialogues of 
Cicero with those of Plato, his ethics with those 
of Aristoteles, his orations with those of Oenux- 
thenes. It matters not if one be found superior 
tfi the other in this thing, and Interior in mat : 
the exercise is taken ; the qualities of two authors 
aro^zplored and, understood* and their distances 
laid down, as geographers speak, from accurate 
survey. The plus and minus, of good and bad and 
ordinary, will have something of a scale to rest 
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upon ; imd alter & time the dejorrees of tl^e 
parts ittmtelleotaal dynamics may be nfore mtaty 
attaiuedi thon^ ncT«»r qOite oitaetly. ^ 

Nothing is easier than to mars: and 
number the striking, parts of Homew it is litide 
more difficult to demonstrate why they are s^ 
<he same thing may then be done in Miltoiift 
ihese pieces in eacfi poet may Oafterward be 
collated and summed up. £y^ man will be 
i'apable or incapable of it in prdportion as his 
mind is poetical : few indeed vrUl ever write any- 
ihiiig on the subject worth reading; but they idll 
iicquire strength and practice. The critic of the 
trade will gain a more certain livelihood and a 
more reputable one than before, and no great 
matter will be spent upon his education. 

Porgon. Which however must be entered on 
in an opposite way from the statuary's : the latter 
begins with dirt and ends with marble ; the former 
begins with marble and ends with dirt. This, 
nevertheless, he may so manage as neither to be 
ridiculed nor starved. e 

Soathetj. For my own part, I should be well 
contented with that share of reputation which 
might come meted out and delivered to me after 
the analytical and close comparison you propose' 
J ts accomplishment can hardly be expected in an 
age wheu'everything must be done quickly. To 
rim with oars and sails, was formerly the expres- 
sion of orators for velocity : it would now express 
sloTimess. Our hats, our shoes, our whole habili- 
ments, are made at one stroke ; our fortunes the 
same, and the same oqr criticisms. Under my 
fellow-labourers in this vineyard, many vines 
have bled and few have blossomed. The pro- 
Ijrietors seem no keep their stock as agricultu- 
rists keep lean sheep, to profit by their hoof and 
ordure. 

Porgvn. You were speaking this moment of 
the changes among ns. Dwarfs are in fashion 
#.till ; but they are the dwaifs of literature. These 
little zanies are invited to \he assemblies of the 
guy world, and admitted to the dinners of the 
] political. Jjimbs of the law, paralysed and laid 
up professionaily, ‘enter into association with 
jirinters, and take 4i^etaining fees from some 
authors, to harangue against others out of any 
brief before them. 

l^outhey. And they meet with encouragement 
and success ! We stigmatise any lie but a malig- 
nant one, and we repel any attack but against 
lame, virtue, and genius. * Fond of trying experi- 
lucntj^ on poison, we find that the strongest may 
be extracted from blood ; and this itself is rejected 
as unworthy of our laboratory, unless it be drawn 
from a generous and a capacious heart. 

PoTBon, No other countiy hath ever been so 
abundant in speculation as ours ; but it would be 
incredible if we did not see it, that ten or fifteihi 
men, of the humblest attainments, gain a com- 
fortable livelihood by periodical attacks on^its 
best writers. Adverse as I have declared myself 
to the style and manner of Wordsworth, I never 
thought that ^1 his reviewers put together could ! 


. Compos# inythlng equaLto the worst pamgra]^ 

‘ in m volumes. IhaveqpQkenvehemendyai^BSl 
him, and mildly ^gainst them; bedbse he could 
do letter, they ueref could. The same people 
would treat me with as little reverence as they 
tipeskt him with, if anything I write were popular, 
ocr could become so. It is by fixing on saA. works 
that they are biurrlad with them tnto the^oorway. 
The porter of Cleopatra would not have Vlmltte<l 
the asps if they had not been under the figs. 
Show me, if yon can, Mr; Southey, a temperate, 
accurate, solid exposllion, of any BngUsh work 
whatever, in any English review. 

Sovthey, Not having at hand so ipax^ nujftbeza 
as it would be requisite to turn over, 1 must 
decline the challenge. 

Porgon, T have observed the saine man etxiol 
in private, the very book on whose min he dined 
the day before. 

Southey. His judgment then may be ambiguous, 
but you must not deny him the merit of gratitude. 
If you blame the poor and vicious for abusing the 
solaces of poverty and vice, how much more should 
you censure those who administer to them the 
means of such indulgence. ^ 

Porgon. The publications which excite Che most 
bustle and biting from th^se fellows, are always 
the best, as the fruit on which the flies gather is 
the ripest. Periodical ‘critics were never so plen- 
tiful as they now are. ‘’Phere is hardly a goung 
author who does not make his fiAt attempt in 
some review; showing his teetn, hanging by his 
tail, pleased and pleasing by the volubility of his 
chatter, and doing his ^est to get a penny for hii 
exhibitor and a nut fc«r his own pouch, by the 
facetiousness qf the tricks he performs upon our 
heads and shoulders. From all 1 can recollect ot 
wbvtd noticed when I turned over such matters, 
a wellsized and useful volume might be compiled 
and published annually, containing the incorrect 
expressions, and omitting the opinions, of our 
booksellers’ boys, the reviewers. Looking the 
other d^y by accident at two pages of judymentg, 
recommendat^ory of n6«v publications, I found, 
face to face, the following words, from not the 
-worst of the species. Scattering bo eontAderahU a 
degree of interent over the contemplation^ ^c, . . . The 
dazding glitter intdlect, Now in what 

manner can we scatter a d^eef unless it be one 
of those degrees which are scattered at Edinburgh 
and Glasgow. Such an expression as dazding 
glitter may often be applied to fancy, but never 
intellect. These gentlemen might do somewhat 
better, if they would read us for the sake of im- 
provement, and not for the sake olvshowcog off 
a somewhat light familiarity, which never can 
appertain to them. The time however, 1 am 
inclined to believe, is not far distant, when the 
fashionable will be as much ashamed of pnr> 
chasing such wayside publications, as the learned 
would be of reading them. Come, let ns away 
from these criers of cat’s-meat and dog’s-meat^ 
who excite so many yelpings and mowings as 
they pass : the vicinity is none of the sweet^ 
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will do me tile hi%t>wtp Hr, Bouthef^ not to^j that other meii'e^ who evineecl hie fiin^ to l>o 
wientloii to thoM who^may 1^ under *tlie me oeneo^of otir i%e, by a traaslatiou ofmetnoni 

regimen, whwt I bare bMn i^npsinpl^re ibr the N{^d an^ impore la^ree of antiquity, those of 
benefit of literature: since, ^though, ^ the street | AveiA^ jrhichi owe their preservation to the 
sn^ at ooHege I have had quarrels, lighter or partiality of»the fHars. I shall entertain an un> 
gravtf, with most other conditions,! have ayoide| ^vourable opinion of him if he has translated 
both conflict and ocmtaet with writers for iwriewss well : pray has he ) 
and almanaoks. ♦ OncO indeed^^ eonfessit, I was Southejf, md^ I do not know, I read poets 
very neaiflalling as low : words passed between me for tbeir poetry, ind to extract that nutriment of 
and the more favoured man of letters» wi^o aii^^ the intellect and of the heart which poetry should 
nounces to the worldtho workt knd dc^jfi of Kew- contain. I never listen to the swans df the cose- 
market, the oomperitorsutfits games, their horsea^ pool, sad must declare that nothing is heavier to 
their equisons and cdours, and the attendant vota* mi than rottenness and corruption, 
ries df that gnidees who readily leaves Paphos or Porton, Tou are right, sir, perfectly right. A 
Amathus Ihrfuis annwal celebration. translator of Juvenal would open a public drain 

Those who have fidled as painters turn picture- to look for a needle, and may miss it. Hy none 
cleaners, those who have failed as writers turn is not easily offended ; but I must have some- 
reviewers. Orator Henley taught in the last thing to fill my belly. Come, we will lay aside 
century, that the readiest-made shoes are boots the scrip of the transpositor and the pouch of the 
cut down : there are those who abundantly teach pursuer, in reserve for the days of unleavened 
ns now, that the readiest-made critics are cut* l)read ; and again, if you please, to the lakes and 
down poets. Their assurance is however by no mountains. Now we are both in better humour, 
means diminished from their ill success. I must bring you to a confession that in your 

t^vuikey, ViaSj fiqgers have pelted me long friend Wordsworth there is occasionally a little 
eqpugh ^th snow-balls, and I should not wonder trash. 

if some qf them reached the skirts of my great* ** Southey, X haunch of venison would be trash 
coat ; but I never turned round to look. to a Brahmin, a bottle of burgundy to the xorif 

Porton, The little nAn who followed you in the of Mecca. ^ 

Critical Meview, and whose nretensions widen every Poraon. I will not be anticipated by you. TriL-h,. 
smile his imbecility exci^d, would, I am per- I confess, is no proof that nothing good can lie 
suadedj if Hemer were living, pat him in a above it and about it. The roughest and least 
fatherly way upofl the cheek, and tell him that, manageable soil surrounds gold and diamonds, 
by moderating his fire and contracting his pro* Homer and Dante and Shakspeare and Milton 
lixity, the public might ere long expect some- have each many hundred lines worth little ; lines 
thing from him worth reading. without force, without feeling, without fancy ; in 

I had visited a friend in King't Road when he short, without beauty of any kind. 4, But it is the 
entered. * character of modern poetry, as it is of modem 

** Have you seen the Beviewl” cried arms and equipments, to bo more uififomily trim 
" Worse than ever 1 I am resolved to insert a and polished. The ancients in both had more 
paragraph in the papers, declaring that I had n^ strength and splendour ; they had also more ^ 
concern in the last number.” inequality and rudenessi 

“ Is it so very bad ]” said I quietly. Southey. We ai-e gufced by precept, by habit, 

Infamous ! detestable I ’* exclaimed h^ by taste, by constitution. Hitherto our sentj- ^ 

" Sit down then ; nobody will believe^you : ” ments on poetry have been delivered down to us 
vras my answer. * • from authority ; and if it can bo demonstrated, tis 

Since that morning he has discovered that I I think it may be, that the authority Is inade- 
drink harder than usual, that my faculties arc quate, and that the dictates are often inapplicable 
Avearlng fEUst away, that once indqcd I had somo and often misinterpreted, you will allow me tc 
(Ireek in my head, but ... he then claps the fore- remove the cause out of court. Every man can 
finger to the side of his nose, turns his eye slowly see what is very bad*in a poem, almost every one 
upward, and looks compassionately and calmly. can see what is vdty good ; but you, Mr. Person, 
Southey, Coiae, Mr. Person, grant him his who have turned over al^ the volumes of all tire 
merits : no critic is better contrived to make any commentators, will inform me whether 1 am righ^ 
work a monthly one, no writer more dexterous in or wrong in asserting, that no critic hath yethp- 
giving a finishing touchy peared who hath been able to fix or to discern t b 

Poram. him take his due and^be gone : exact degrees of excellence above a certain point, 
now to ahe rest. The plagiary has a greater Poraon. None. 

latitude of choice than we : and if he JjiriAgs Southey, The reason is, because the eyes of no 
home a parsnep or tumip-top, when he could as on^have been upon a level with it. Supposing., 
easily have pocketted a nectarine or • pine-apple, for the sake of argument, the contest of Hesiod 
he must be a blockhead, I never heard the name and |Iomer to have taken place : the judges, who 
of the pursuer of literature, who has little more decided in favour of the worse, and be indeed in 
merit in haring stolen, than he would have had if the poetry has little merit, may have been elegant, 
ho had never stolen at all ; and I have forgotten wise, and conscientious men. Their decision wae^ 
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iu Ikyo^ of iliat to tlio ftpeoics of which they ’h|d " by theij means or anyy^are likely to be <{iitteveor> 
been tne most aoenstomed. * Coriitnft was '' pre> recA or qbito ananimoui on the mearits of any two 
fexTod to Pindar no- fewer than j fqid authom whitsoe^. a 

the best Judges in Greece gave her theipremtence; Southey, Those wise are kamers would be . 
yet whatever were her powersy and beyond a teachers ; while those who have learnt much 
question they were extraordinary, we may asst^ would procure them at any priee. , It ^ only 
ourselves that sho stood many degrees bel|w Vhen we have mounted high, that wo are oensi- 
Pindar. Nothing is^more absurd dhan the report ble of wanting a • 

that the judges were prepossessed by her beau^*, Pof »on, On the Bnlj»}ept of poetry in fljpirtieiilar, 

Plutarch tells us that she was much older than there grU^me questions not yet sufficiently dia- 
her competitor, who consult^ her judgment in cussed : I will propose two. First, admitting that 
his earlier odes. Now, granting their first com- in the tragedies of Sophocles there wa« (wMch 1 , 
petition to have been when Pindar was twehty believe) twice as much of good poetry as in the 
years old, and that the othciT> were in the years Iliad, does it follow that he was ||i admlmble a 
BTBceeding, her beauty must have been somewhat poet as Homer I ' # 

on the decline; for in Greece there are few Southei/. No, indeed : so ntuch 1 do attribute to 
women who retain the graces, none who retain the conception and formation of a novel and vast 
the bloom of youth, beyond the twenty-third design, and so wide is the difierenoe*! see between 
year. Her countenance, I doubt not, was expres- the completion of one very great, and the perfec- 
sive : but expression, although it gives beauty to tion of many smaller. Would even these have 
men, makes women pay dearly for its stamp, and existed without Homer 1 I think not. 
pay soon. Nature seems, in protection to<rtbeir Portion, My next question is, whether a poet is 
loveliness, to have ordered that they who are our to bo judged* from the quantity of his bad poetry, 
.‘superiors in quickness and sensibility, should be or from the quality of his b^st? 
little disposed to laborious thought or to long Southey. I should certainly say from the latt^ ; 
excursions in the labyrinths of fency. We ni^' because it must be in poetry as in sculpture and 
be convinced that the verdict of tke judges wa.s painting ; he who arrives at a high degree of 
biassed V)y nothing else than their habitudes of excellence in these arts, *will have made more 
thinking : we may be convinced too that, living models, more sketches and designs, than be who 
in an age when poetry was cultivated highly, and has reached but a lowdr ; and the conservation of 
selected from the most acute and the most dis- them, whether by accident or by choi^, can 
passionate, they were subject to no greater errors injure and affect in no manneP his more perfect 
of opinion than are the learned messmates of our and elaborate works. A drop of sealing-wax, 
English colleges. falling by chance or negligence, may efiace a fine 

Ponou. You are more liberal in your largesses impression: but what Jis well done in poetry is 
to Jhe fair Gaseks than a friend of mine was, who never to be effaced by what is ill done afterward, 
resided in Athens to acquire the language. He Even the baft poetry of a good poet hath some- 
assured mo*" that beauty there was in bud at in it which renders it more valuable, to a 

thirteen, in full blossom at fifteen, losing a leaf or judge of these matters, than what passes for much 
^!wo every day at seventeen, trembling on the hotter, and what in many essential points is truly 
i-horn at nineteen, and under the tree at twenty, so. I will however keep to the argument, not 
Ecturning, Mr. Southey, to the difficulty, or having lost sight of my illustration in alluding 
, rather to the rarity, of an accurate and just survey to desi^ and sketches. Many men would leave 
of p6etical and other literary works, 1 do not see themsAves penniless fto purchase an early and 
why we shouy not borrow an idea from geometri- rude drawiilg by Kaffiicl ; some arabesque, some 
ciaus and astrouoipers, why we should not have nose upon a gryphon or gryphon upon a nose ; and 
otir triangles and quadrants, why, in short, we never would inquire whether the painter had 
should not measure out writings by small portions kept it in his j^srtfolio or had cast it away. The 
at a time, and compare the Ipighter parts of two same persons, and others whom we call much 
authors page by page. The minor beauties, the wiser, exclaim loudly against any literary sketch 
complexion and contexture, may be considered at unworthy of a leaf among the productions of its 
}ust, and more at large. Tearing geniusses, ensigns author. No ideas are so trivial, so incorrect, so 
and undcrtrniduates, ihembers of Anacreontic and incoherent, but they may have entered the idle 
riiidarlc clubs, will scoff at me. Painters who fancy, and have taken a higher place than they 


can draw nothing correctly, hold Kaffael in con- 
tempt, and appeal to the sublimity of .Michael- 
Angelo and the splendor of Titian : ignorant that 
these great men were great by science first, and 
employed in painting the means I propose rfor 
criticism. Venus and the damned submitted to 
the same squaring. # 

Such a method would be useful to critics in 
j:onora1, and even the wisest and most impartial 
>%nild bemuch improved b 3 ut; althoughfew, either 


ought in the warm imagijration, of best poets. 
We find ip Dante, as you just now remwked, a 
prodigious quantity of them ; and indeed not a 
fe# ii^ Virgil, grave as he is and stately. Infim- 
tine and petty there is hardly anyUiing in the * 
Iliad, but the dull and drowthy stop us unex- 
pectedly now and then. The boundaries of mind 
lie beyond these writers, although their splendour 
lets us sec nothing on tho farther side. In so 
wide and untrodden a creation ns that of Shuk- 
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can we wpnde/ or oomploxn 
timeB we aie bordered aad entii^id'led igk tEe 
exuboranow of ferWt^ ^ Diy-bramed men upon 
the Continent, ^fling wits of the theatre, 
accurate howeveir and expert calculators, tell us 
Ut&t his beauties are balanced by his faults. The^ 
oppoeiUnn^ puffing for popularity, ffi:y 
idieerily against them, his f^u^tSiare balanced by 
Ais bcij^ties f''' when, in ^ality; all the faults that 
enter were coihinitted in poetry woul|l be but as 
air to earthy if we could weigh theni a^nst one 
single thought or image, such as almost every 
scene exhibits in every drama of this unrivalled 
genius. Ijo you hear me with patience 1 

Porscm, w ith mox ^ ; although at Cambridge we 
rather discourse on Bacon, for we know him 
better. Ho was immeasurably a less wise man 
than Shakl^peare, and not a wiser writer : for he 
knew his follow-man only as he saw him in the 
street and in the court, which indeed is but a 
dirtier streets and a narrower ; Shakspeare, who 
also knew him there, knew him everywhere else, 
both as he was and as he might be. 

Southey. There ^ as great a difference between 
Shakspeare and Bacon as between an American 
^forestTand a London timber-yard. In the timber-* 
yard materials are sawed and squared and 
set across : in the eforcst we have the natural 
form of the tree, all ita^growth, all its branches, 
all its leaves, all the naDsses that grow about it, 
all ^he birds and insects that inhabit it ; now 
deep shadows «ubsorbmg the whole wilderness; 
now bright bursting glades, with exuberant grass 
and flowers and fruitage ; now untroubled skies ; 
now terrific thunderst^ms ; everywhere multi- 
* formity, eveiywhere immensity. 

. Poreon. If after this ramble in ihe heat you are 
not thirsty, I would ask another question.^, ^hat 
is the reason why, when not only the glory of 
great kings and statesmen, but even of ^eat 
philosophers, is much enhanced by two or three 
good apophthegms, that of a great poet is lowered 
by them, even ff he should invest then^^ith good 
verse ? For certainly th^,di^”^*y ^ gr%at poet is 

thought to be lowered by the writhig of epigrams. 

Southey. As you said of Wordsworth, the great 
poet could accomplish better things; the ottiers 
could not. People in this ap{>^ent act of injustice 
do real justice, without intending or knowing 
it. All writers have afforded some information, 
or have excited some sentiment or idea, some- 
where. TlAs alone should exempt the humblest 
of them from revilings, unless it appear that he 
hath misapplied his powers through insolence or 
malice. In that case^ whatever sentence may be 
passfd updlihim, I consider it no honour to be the 
executioner. What must we think Y)f those who 
travel flur and wide that, before they go to rest 
they may burst into the arbour of tf* recluse, 
ifhose weakest thoughts are benevolence, whose 
worst are purity! On his poetry I shall say 
nothing, unless you lead me to it, wishing you 
however to examine it analytically and severely. 

Poreon. There are folks who, when they read 


oriti^lBUi, say, "/ do mt Mnh so.'* It is 
ftc^usd^ih^ domot thliik so, that I wdte. Men 
Ifntertaiii some opinion^ ^hich it is indeed our 
to Confirm, but many also which it is expe-^, 
dient to^eradicate, and more which it is important 
I to correct? They read less willingly what may 
improve their understanding and’enlarge their 
capacity, than what corroborates their prejudices 
and establisnes their prepossossions. I never bear 
malice toward those who try to reduce me to 
their own dimensions. A narrow mind cannot 
be enlarged, ndV can a capacious one be con- 
tracted. Are we angry with a phial for not being j 
a flask? or do we wonder that the skin of an 
elephant sits unwieldily on a squirrel ? 

Southey. Great men will always pay deference 
to greater : little men will not : because the little 
are fractious ; and the weaker they are, the more 
obstinate and crooked. 

J*orson. To proceed on our inquiry. I will not 
deny that to compositions of a new kind, like 
Wordsworth’s, we come without scales and weights, 
au^ without the means of making an assay. 

Southey. Mr. Person, it docs not appear to me 
that an^hing more is necessary in the first 
instance, than to interrogate our hearts in what 
manner tliey have been affected. If the ear is 
satisfied ; if at one moment a tumult ^s aroused 
in the breast, and tranquilllsed at another, with 
a perfect consciousness of equal power exerted in 
both cases ; if we rise up from the perusal of the 
work with a strong excitement to thought, to 
imagination, to sensibility; above all, if we sat 
down with some pro|a$nsitie8 toward evil anci 
walk away with much stronger toward good, in 
the midst of a world w^hich we never had entered 
and of which we never had dreamed before, shall we 
perversely put on again the oM man of criticism, 
and dissemble that we have been conducted by a 
most beneficent and most potent genius? Nothiisj;-- ^ 
proves to me so mapifestly in what a pestiferous 
condition are its lafkarettos, as when I observe 
how' little hath been objected against those who 
have substituted words for things, and how muc^ 
against those who have reinstated things for 
words. 

Parson. I find, however; much to censure iu 
our modern poets ; I mean those whii have written^ 
since Milton. But praise is due to such as threw 
aside the French models. Percy was the first : 
then came the War tons, and then Cowper; more 
diversified in his poetry and more classical thay. 
any since. ' > 

Southey. I wonder you admire an author so near 
your own times, indeed contemporary. 

Poi'son. There is reason for wonder. Men in 
general do so in regard both to liberty and poetiy. 

Southey. I know not whether the Gauls had 
.Jhis latter gift before they assaulted the temple 
of Apollo at Delphi; certainly from that time 
do^mward the god hath owed them a grudge, 
and hath been as unrelenting as he was with the 
dogs and mules before Troy. The succeeding 
race, nevertheless, has tightened and gilded and 
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gallftntlx^Afged dnun of ti|^c decUonatlQ^j okdld in yo*earC ^ BaUgioii^ or toMliiW 

Surely Aot Oowpdr nor ony other is fttrfiier fron . prett)r drem le has juat put on, 
it thim Wordsworth. * ♦ • # ^ ^FbiT||i«i»t«i«wwiniiiuikH * 

» 1W». But his drum is damp ; andohia tags 

are none the better for being of hemf> with the Bemibianto abeUo. 

broken stalks in. Pardon a quotation : I hate it: I wonder heir U 

Southey, Let Wordsworth prove to the world^ esSaped me. 
that there may be auiihation without blood and Wordsworth*goe#out of his way^ be atfad^ed : 

broken bones, and tenderness remote from the he picks up a piece of tUrt, throws it ^n the 


stews. Some will doubt it j for even things the 
most evident are often but little peroeiv^ and 
strangely estimated. Swift ridiculed the musip 
* of Handel and the generalship of Marlborough, 
Pope the perspicacity and the scholarship 
of Bentley, Gray the abilities of Shaftesbury 
and the eloquence of Rousseau. Shakspeare 
hardly found those who would collect his trage* 
dies ; Milton was read from godliness ; Virgil was 
antiquated and rustic ; Cicero Asiatic. What a 
rabble has persecuted my friend 1 An elephant, 
is bom to be consumed by ants in the midst of 
his unapproachable solitudes : Wordsworth is the 
prey of Jeffrey. Why repine 1 Let us rather 
amuse ourselves with allegories, and recollect 
that God in the creation left his noblest creature 
at the mercy of a serpent. 

Porson. In our authors of the pr^ent day I 
would Te^bmmend principally, to reduce the 
expenditure of words to the means of support, 
and to be severe in style without the appearance 
of severity. But this advice is more easily given 
than taken. Your friend is verbose ; not indeed 
without something for Jns words to rest upon, 
but from a resolution to gratify and indulge his 
capacity. He pursues his thoughts too far ; and 
considers more* how he may show them entirely 
than how he ^ay show them advantageously. 
Good men may utter whatever comes uppermost, 
.jgpod poets may not. It is better, but it is also 
more difficult, to make a selection of thoughts 
than to accumulate them. ’^Hc who has a splen- 
did sideboard, should have an iron chest w^ith 
a* double lock upon it, and should hold in reserve 
a greater part than he displays. 

I know not why tWo poets so utterly dissimilar 
as your author and rColeridge should bo con- 
stantly mentioned together. In the one I find 
VlifTuseness, monotony, not indistinctness, but un- 
interesting expanse, and such figures and such co- 
louring as Morland’s ; in the othqf, bright colours 
without form, sublimely void. In his prose he 
talks like a madman when he calls Saint Paul’s 
Epi8%^to the Ephesians “ the sublimest compo- 
sition of man.” 

Southey, This indeed he hath spoken, but he 
has not yet published it in his writings : it will 
appear in his Table Talk, perhaps. 

Ponon, Such table-talk may be expected to 
come forth veiy late in the evening, when th§ 
wine and candles are out, and the body lies 
horizontally underneath. He believes he a 
believer ; but why does he believe that the Scrip- 
tures are best reverenced by bearing false witness 
to theml Is ;t an act of piety to play the little 

‘ >■ 


carpet is the midst of the eompany, and cries 
Thit it a better man than any of you. He does 
indeed mould the basf material into what form 
he chooses ; but why not ralher invite us to 
template it than diallenge us to eaudemn^itt 
Here surely is false taste. 

Southey, The principal and the most general 
accusation against him is, that the vehicle of his 
thoughts is unequal to them. Kow did ever the 
judges at the Olympic games say, ''We would 
have awarded to you the meed of victory, ff your 
: chariot had been equal to your horses : it is true 
they have wop ; but the people is displeased 
at a car neither new nor richly gilt, and with- 
out a gryphon or sphynx engraved on the axle? ” 
You adjinire simplicity in Euripides; you cen* 
sure it in Wordsworth; believe me, sir, it arises 
in neither from penury of ti^ught, which seldom 
has produced it, but from the strength of temper- 
ance, and at the suggeS'Uon of principle. Some 
of his critics are sincere in their censure, an\| are 
neither invidious nor unlearned ; jbut their optics 
have been exercised on other objects, altogether 
dissimilar, and they are (permit me an expression 
not the worse for daily y se) entirely out of their 
element. His very cleimesB puzzles and per-*, 
plexes them, an^ they imagine that straightnesB is 
distortion, as children on seeing a wand dipped in 
lim^fitdaand still water. Clear writers, like clear 
fountains, do not seem so deep as they are : the 
I tuitiid look the most profound. 

Poraon, Fleas know not whether they are upon 
the body of a giant or upon one of ordinary size, 
and bite ]^th indiscriminately. 

Southey. Ouj: critics fire onion-eaters by the 
Pyramids of Poetry. They sprawl along the 
sands, without an idea how high and wonderful 
are the edifices above, whose base is solid as the 
earth itself, and wfiose summits are visible over 
a hundred ages. 

Ignorance has not been single-handed the 
enemy of Wordsworth ; but Petulance and Ma- 
lignity have accompanied her, ana have been 
unremittent in their attacks. Small poets, small 
critics, lawyers who have much time on their 
hands and hanging heavily/- come forwj^‘d unfeod 
against him; such is the spirit of patriotism^ 
rushing everywhere for the public good. * Most 
of thcsA.have tried their fortune at some Utile 
lotteiy^-office of literature, and, receiving a blenk, 
have chewed %pon it harshly and wryly. We, 
like jackdaws, are amicable creatures while wo 
are together in the dust ; bat let any gain a 
battlement or steeple, and behold ! the rest Hy 
about him at once, and beat him down. 
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• ak* q]fa poem of Wordewol^’* it ; i '‘What nails the creature kaa I "KpUed an older 

«miM nilwr aU^ aa4,k|^^ fWano-torto key* wanting the ^rUte!" | 

tluKtamiid Ul(e mat l^rdk ^ io to&teti my hi^d% aa well as might be; 

eO^eB witlSn itk I wiU ib^ af to^ you whether < wrhen e^ddkiy thm was a tetter hrom the middle* 

any poet of otty dOtmtfyj, linoe Hilton, hath agedanujouxii^ and a grate look and mnchereot- 
averted greater ponM with less of strain and neasfiromxhe rest. ^ serious and stem did they 
leii of oidepMto f would however, by his werl appear to me, I never saw the like but once ; 
mMon, lay C|fi^ yon for ^xs jpurpose a poSam which was Jhx a file of goidiers, ordered out to 
whleh^ yet imimhimed an^ incomplete. shoot a deserter at St. Ives. 1 was the only per- 

with ttteh ah^ities, he does not son, young or old, male or female, that blushed ; 
imitate the aj^iehta somwhat more. ‘ and I had not done so before for thirty years, to 

i^t%./M^om didth|yiihit^ Ifhis genius the best of my'recollectlon. I now understood 
is equal to Ihdrs he haa no need of a guide. He i that blushing is a sign of half breeding, and tha^ 
aim will be an ancient; and the very counterparts I an elevation of the eyebrow, and the opening of 
of^ose wto now deciy him, will extol him a|the lips a straw’s breadth, are the most violent 
thousand years hence in malignity to the modems, j expressions of feeling permitted in such places. 
UV ancients have always been opposed to them ; The gentlemen were neutral; unless the neutndity 
just as, at»routi and dances, elderly beauties to may be said to have been broken by two or three 
younger. It would be wise to contract the scene words, which I suspect to have been meant for 
of action, and to decide the business in both cases English ; a token-aoinage, fit only for the district, 
by couples. ^ One however, more poUte and more attentive. 

Why do you repeat the word rmt so often % bowed to me. I did not recollect his features. 
Person. Not because the expression is novel wluch he divined by mine, and said, ** Sir, 1 once 
and barbarous, I do assure you, nor because the recoveredyourwatchfor you, and wish I could now 
thing itself is eqfiaily the bane of domestic, of aseasUyrecoveriisneighbour the button.” Hooked 
sBonvivial, and of polite society. I was once at J down, and peroelved that the place of concealment, 
one bywnistake, and really I saw there what you the-refuge^f my hand, had, like my conductor, 
describe ; and this igade me (as you tell me I ^d, been false to me. The gentleman w a thief- 
though I was not aware of it) repeat the word, and taker : three others of the fraternity had likewise 
smile. You seem curlofs. been invited, on suspicion that there were several 

S^theg. il^thor indeed. pickpockets ; I mean beside the legitimate, and 

Porson. I hqfi been dining out : there were supernumerary to those who had been seated by 
some who smoked after dinner ; within a few the lady of the house at the card-tables. The 
hours the fumes of their pipes produced such an thief-takers were recogrtsed by the company : the 
effect on my head, that i was willing to go into higher and more respectable spoke familiarly with 
•the air a little. Still I continued hot and thirsty ; them ; persons of inferior rank salted them more 
and an undergraduate, whose tutor was my old distantly and coldly : and there were sonTe few 
acquaintance, proposed that wc should turn into who Blank obliquely from them as t^ey passed, like 
an oyster-cellar, and refresh ourselves with^Syllbrs landsmen walking on deck in a breeze. This 
and porter. The rogue, instead of this, conducted shyness was far from mutual ; and the gcntlemen,'^^ 
me to a&shionable houseinthe neighl^urhoca of who presided here asJLhe good genii or tutelary 
&aint James’s ; and although I expostulated with deities of the place,! awakened with winks one 
him, and insisted that we were going upstairs another’s smiles, and pardoned the inattention. , 
and not down, he appeared to me so Isgenuous Southey, Those are fortunate who lose nothing 
and BO sincere in his protSstations te the qpntraiy, in such places, and more fortunate who acquire 
that 1 could well disbelieve him no longer. Never- nothing. You yourself remain q&te unchaa^ : 
theless, receiving on the stairs many shoves and not a tone of your voice, ndt an article of your 
elbowings, I could not help telli^him plainly, that, ^ dress ... ^ • 

if indeed it was the oyster-cellanll Fleet-street, the | Ponon. If this appears strange to you, it will 
company was much altered for the worse, that appear stranger thkt I was an object of imltatiozL 
in fixture I should frequent another. When the What the thief-Uker saw with apprehension, the 
fumes of pipes had left me, I discovered youiiggentlemenhavecopiedwith8edality,thoug' 
the deceit by the brilliancy and indecency of the they carry gloves. Theix* hands take that turn, 
dresses, and was resolved not to &U into tempta- 1 little thought that any of the company bou 
tloBu Alth<mgh, to my great satisfaction and sur- have known me, or that my treacherous frien 
pris^o ixuiaodeet prfii^sal was directly made to would hare mentioned my name ; and still 
me, I l^ked about, anxious that no other man in should 1 have prognosticated that I must, in an 
oOmpaiiiy should know me, beside those whose unguarded moment, set a foshion to the dandies, 
w^inioimess had conducted me thither f and 1 such as the dress of the ancients and the decency 
w«ukl have escaped if I could hqye found the of the modems had hitherto precluded, 
dom*, from which oveiy effort 1 made appeared to I|now come to your remark, confirmed to me by 

timiofaiue Mher and fiirther. my own observation, upon the hostilities at inch 

A pietly woman said loudly, "He has no parties. A beldame with prominent eyes, pmnted 
gloves qn i " I mole-hairs, and abundantly rich in the exten 
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fiiro bleackixig-groun^ of cheeks and shouldewA^nfafHBlavilij <»ii^ attQnUoiL of tSe MthiA 
a Uermaai^ I iraa spealShig all flianiieil who oolonredi ycesaively at the i^rds^ and 

of apiteiul things agalAstm young persog caUedyvith much gnfity of reproct Indeed, 

{>retty; and after a long discussion, not enly^on I never could haex wou^ U you, and added* 
her defoete* hut also on those of her fiwnily and waving her hand with matronly dignity toward^ 
pardbunents, Who ie die $ I tihould Uke to know, j^e remainder of the audience* Sir, I h^ 
terminated the effUsiun. My betrayer had ah* lluu^ters. AndlknownotwhatolTencetheOmt 
sconded* not without engaging anothes to find me Toe can have commuted, that he never ehtgild he 
and conduct me home. As we were passing through mentioned by the graver a^d more statdjemem* 
the folding^doors, I saw tlie baroness (for such he hers of the &mily, or, if mentioned, be denO^ced 
called her) with her arm upon the neck of the with all his adherents; when many of these graver 
j<url. and looking softly and benignly, and styling and statelier walk lesa humbly, and with much 
her my young fiiend here, in such a sweet gut-' less heed against ofiending. In Iti^, "if any 
tural accent, so^ long in drawing up, you would extremity of the human bod^ is men^ned, itphi 
nave thought it must have come from the heart, preceded by the words, " loifA retpeM,** tso that 
at the very least. I mentioned my surprise. most respect is shown to the parts, as to the 
She was so strongly the fashion at the close of characters, that least deserve it. 


the evening,” said my Mentor, “ that it would 
never do (for the remainder of the night) not to 
know her; and, as proper time was wanting to 
get up a decent enmity, nothing was left for it 
but sworn friendship. To-morrow the baroness 
will call her my protigte, and the day after ask 
again who is she*? unless she happens to hear that 
the girl has a person of high rank among her 
connexions, which I understand she has; then 
the baroness will press her to the hearty or to that 
pound of fRsh which lies next it.” 

Trifling people are often useful, unintentionally 
and unconsciously : illustrations may be made out 
of them even for scholars and sages. A hangman 
sells to a ragman the materials on which a Homer 
is printed. Would you imagine that in places 
like those it was likely %r me to gain a new 
insight into language ? 

S;km^hey. I aheuld not indeed. Children make 
us reflect on it occasionally, by an unusual and 
just expression*; but in such society everything 
is trite and trivial. 

' Porson. Yet so it was. A friend who happened 
to be there, although I did npt see him, asked me 
afterward what I thought oV the naked necks of 
the ladies. 

« To'tell you the tmth,” replied T, "the women 
of all countrieJi^, aiwl the men in most, have 
usually kept their nec^s nuked.” 

"You appear not to understand me, or you 
liuibble,” said he ; " I mean their bosoms.” 

I then understood for the first time that vevk 
signifies b(mm when we speak of women, though not 
so when we speak of men or othef creatures. Bui 
if 6o8om is neck, what, according to the same scale 
of ]Pro^ression, ought tefbe bosom? The usurped 
dominion of neck extends from the car do^^mward 
to where mermaids become fish. This conversa- 
tion led me to reflect that I was born in the time 
vfien people had thighs; before your memory, 
j imagine. At present there is nothing but leg 
from the hip to the instep. My friend Mr. Sm^Jl 
of Peter-house, a very decent and regular man, 
and fond of fugitive pieces, read before a lady and 
her family, from under the head of de^rriptire, 
some ^ erses about the spring and the bees. Un- 
luckily the ho-^Ud thigh of our little European 


Southey. Pray telL me what dee a^eared to 
you remarkable at the rout : for when a person of 
your age and with your powers of observation is 
present at one for the first time, manj^things must 
strike him which another sees without reflection. 

Parson. I saW among the rest two or three 
strangers of distinction, as I understood by their 
dresses and decorations : and, observing that nobody 
noticed them, except the lady of the housed who'” 
smiled and dropped a few syllables as she pt&sed, I 
inquired the next day whctheipthey were discredit- 
able or suspicious. " Oq the contrary,” said my 
informant, "they are of ahe highest character as 
well as of the highest rank, and, above all( of 
well-proved loyalty: but we Englishmen lose 
our facility of conversation in the presence of 
strangers; added to which, we consider it an 
indecorous thing to pa^^the least attention to 
persons to whom we never were introduced. * 
Strangers act (ftherwise. Every man of oduca- 
tiom^nd of a certain rank, does the honours, not 
of ine house, but of society at large. In no com- 
pai^ at Paris, or any other capital in the world, 
would a foreigner stand five minutes without 
receiving some attention and courtesy. Abroad 
all gentlemen are equal, from the doc et pair to 
the Oasccm who dines oq chesnuts ; and all feel 
that they are.** The Englishman of ancient but 
private name is indignant and sullen that his 
rights at home are denied him ; and his wounded 
pride renders hinv. unsocial and uncivil. Pride 
of another kind acts on our society in the 
same manner. I have seen Irish peers, issuing 
from the shop and the desk, pu.sh rudely and 
scornfully by the most ancient ofethe French 
nobility; the cadets of whose families founded 
the oldest of ours, and waved the sword of knight- 
hood over our Plantagenets. For which reason, 
whenever T sit down at table in any fhiblic ^lace 
with an IriSh or even an English peer of«recent 
creattom I select the sturdiest of my servants to 
stand behind my chair, with orders to conduct 
him by the can out of the room, should 1 lift up 
a finger to indicate the command.” 

I ought not to have interrupted you so long, m 
your attempt to proVe Wordsworth shall i aigr 
the rival or tlic resembler of the anclonta 1 
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So^jf, Httoh excu^oxm are not u^seaso^bfc 
In ;aaeh dkpnesionj^ and bo a Itore of good 
bumonr for them. Tour naxatirr haa amuaeif 
mejixoeedingly. As you*call upon me to return 
nati you to the point we set out from^ I hope I 
asi^ without a charge of paradox^ thiht 
w^tever isgoodin poetiy is common to all go6d 
poets, l|ew6^Vide maybe tie diversity of man- 
ner. Motl^g can before dissimilar than the 
three Greek trai^ians : but would you prefer the 
elo^st and beat copier of Homer to ^e worst 
(whichever he be) amon^theml Let us avoid 
what is indifferent or doubtful, and embrace what 
is ^ood, ^wlpther we see it in another or not; 
and if we have contracted any peculiarity while 
our muscles and bones were softer, let us hope 
finally to o^^tgrow it Our feelings and modes of 
thinking forbid and exclude a very frequent 
imitation of the old classics, not to mention our 
manners, whi^h have a nearer connexion than is 
generally known to exist with the higher poetry. 
When the occasion permitted it, ‘i^oidsworth has 
not declined to treat, a subject as an ancient poet 
of equal vigour woitld have treated it. Let me 
lepeatin you his Laodamia. 

Poraon, After your animated recital of this 
classic poem, I begin^to think more highly of you 
both. It is pleasant to find two poets living as 
broth^s, and particular when the palm lies 
between them, with hardly a third in sight. 
Those who hSvj ascended to the summit of the 
mountain, sit quietly and familiarly side by side ; 
it is only those who are climbing with briers about 
their legs, that kick and scramble. Yours is a 
•temper found less frequClitly in our country than 
in others. The French poets indeed must stick 
together to keep themselves warm. By employing 
courteous expressions mutually, they mdulg^ tb^ir 
vanity rather than their benevolence, and bring 
the spirit of contest into action gaily and saMy. 
Among the Eomans we find Virgil, Horace, and 
several of their contemporaries, intimately united 
and profuse of reciprocal praise. Ovi^ Cicero, 
and ftiny, are authors tift least addicted to cen- 
sure, and the most ready to offer their testimony in 
fiivour of abilities in Greek or countryman. These 
are the three Eomans, the least amiable of nations, 
and (one excepted) the least d!iR;ere, with whom 
1 should have liked best to spend an evening. 

SouUtey, Ennius and old Cato, 1 am afraid, 
would have run away with your first affections. 

Poraon. Gfd Cato 1 he, like a wafer, must have 
been well wetted to be good for anything. Such 
gentlemen as old Cato we meet eveiy day in 
St. Itfary Axe, and wholeaomer wine than his 
wherever there are does and turnips. Ennius 
could inverse without ignorance about Scipio, 
■and without jealousy about Homer. ^ 

t.0outhey* And I think he would not have dis- 
dained to nod his head on reading %aod>cmia. 

Poram. You have recited a most spirited thing 
indeed : and now to give you a proof that I have 
been attentive, I will remark two passages that 
ofiend me. In the first stanza. 


Wifli saorSfloe beAire theridng mom « 
PerJ^rwudi my alaughtared lord have I rSqulhrad t 
And to ihlelc diurlcnew,#mld ihadeB forlorn, 
ll3in M the IhfiimAl Godi have I deaired* 

I do not SiB the neceadty of Performed, which is 
Idull and cumbeisome. The second line and the 
|¥ourth terminate too much alike, and express to a 
tittle the aame meaning : hMwI required and hone 1 
deaired are worse than prosaic ; beside which there 
are four words together of equal length in each. 

Southey. I hav^en a couplet oftener than once 
in which every word of the second verse corre- 
sponds in measiiTe to evezy one above it. 

Poraon. The Scotch have a scabby and a frost- 
bitten ear for harmoxiy, both in verse and prose : 
and I remember in Douglaa two such as yon 
describe. 

This Ib the place., the centre of the grove. 

Here stands the oak., the monarch of the wood. 

After this whiff of vapour I must refresh myself 
with a draught of pure poetry, at the bottom of 
which is the flake of tartar 1 ^sh away. 

He spake of love, such love as spirits feel 
In worlds whose oourse is equable and pure ; 

^ No fears to beat away, no strife to heal. 

The past unsighed for, and the future sure ; 
8pak%a8 a witness, of a second birth 
For all that is most perfect upon earth.# 

How unseasonable is the allusion to mtnm and 
aeoond hwtk! which things, however holy and 
venerable in themselves, come stinking and reek 
ing to us from the conventicle. 1 desire to find 
Laodamia in the silent ^nd gloomy mansion of 
her beloved Protesilaus; not elbowed by the godly 
butchers in Tottenham-court-road, nor smelling 
devoutly of ratafia among the sugar-bakers' gives 
at Blackfriars. 

Mythologies should be kept distinct : the fire- 
place of one should never be subject to the smoke , 
of another. The gods of different countries, when 
they come together urjbxpectedly, are jealous gods, 
and, as our old women say, turn ike lumse out of 
icindowa, • 

Southey. A current of rich and bright thoughts 
runs through the poem. Pindar himself would not 
on that subject have brace(^one to more vigour, 
nor Euripides have breathed into it more tender 
ness and passion. The first part of the stanza * 
you have just now quoted might have been heard 
with shouts of rapture in the regions it describes. 

Poraon. I am not insensible to the warmly 
chaste morality which is the soul of it^ nor indif- 
ferent to the benefits that literature on piahy 
occasions has derived from Christianity.* But 
poetry is a luxury to which, if she tolerates and 
permits it, she accepts no invitation : she beats 
down your gates and citadels, levels your high 
places, and eiadicatesyour groves. For which reason 
Wwoll more willingly with those authors who can- 
not mix and confound the manners they represent, 
ThI hope that we may rescue at Herculaneum a 
great number of them, hath, I firmly believe, kept 
me alive. Heasonably may the best be imagined 
to exist in a library of some thousands. It wiU 
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be ,tooord«l to the iafamy of the binge andprin olt Bngjand and northern (Itoaan^; 

no# Jteigfiiing. or rather Of those whose foet w«t St the T^ld, exolnsite of Qre^^ I 

motion their roclfinl-horseft, that they hi ♦bother fifty^schoH^rs ever read oitf Of » 

^have made a common cause in behalf of Ihaming, . without a version. , 

but, oh the contrary, have fhado a dondhohi eattte ! S&ntheif, Give fifteen to Italyi twwTe t o 
ag^si it. the Earth opened her bOSOM before Wttherlands, as many to France; the mnaiiper 
them, oo^urihg them to -receive agaih, whflo ft wffl hardly be collected in Sweden, ^Beniaar^ 
was possible, the glories of their specils ; and they Bussia, Austria? Inwegard to Spaifl ahd Pertugal, 
turned their backs. iTiey protend that it is hot we might as well look for them among thotHoors 
their business or their duty tO Interfere ih the and Kegaoes. 

internal affairs of other nations.* This is hot an Porson. You are too prodigal to Italy and 
, internal affair of any : it interests all ; it belong;^ France. Matthim, in fiis preface to the Grerfc 
to all : and these scrupulohs men have no scruple grammar, speaks of Germany, of England, of 
to interfere in giving their countenance and assist- Holland ; not a word of France ; tl^ country of 
ance when a province is to be invaded or a people Btephanus, Budasns, and the Scaligets. ^Latterly 
to be enslaved. we have seen only Yilloison and Laroher ihirly 

Southey. To neglect what is recoverable in the escape from the barbarous ignorance around them, 
authors of antiquity, is like rowing away from a Catholic nations in general seem as averse to the 
crew that is making its escape from shipwreck. ' Greek language as to the Greek ritual. 

Foreon. The most contemptible of the Medicean Southey. The knowledge of books written in our 
family did more for the advancement of letters own is extending daily. 

than the whole body of existing potentateSi^ Ifj Forma. Altlj^ough the knowledge too of Greek is 
their delicacy is shocked or alarmed at the idea of extending in England, I doubt whether it is to be 
a proposal to send scientific and learned men to found in such large masses asr formerly. Schools 
Haples, let them eend a brace of pointers as inter- ^ and universities, like rills and torrents, ro)l dowp 
nuncios, and the property is their own. Twenty some grains of it every season ; but th^ lumps 
scholars seven years might retrieVe the worst have been long stored up cabinets. I delight 
losses we experience from the bigotry of popes in the difiusion of learning ; yet, 1 must confrss 
and califs. 1 do not intend to assert that every it, I am most gratified aad transported at finding 
Herculanean manuscript might within that period a large quantity of it in obe place : just as I would 
be unfolded ; but the three first legible sentences rather have a solid pat of butter at bl'eakfasti^than 
might be ; which is quite sufficient to inform the a splash of grease upon the table-8loth that covers 
intelligent reader whether a farther attempt on half of it. Ho not attempt to defend the idle and 
the scroll would repay his trouble. There are inconsiderate knaves wbo manage our afi&irs for 
fewer than thirty Greek authors worth iuquii’ing us ; or defend tliem on seme other ground. Prove, 
for ; ‘ihey exist beyond doubt, and beyond doubt if you please, that they have, one after another, 
they may, by* attention, patience, and skill, be been inceasantly occTii>iod in rendering us moro 
brought to light. | molal, more prosperous, more free ; but abstain, 

South^ey. You and I, Mr. Person, are truly and sir, from any allusion to their solicitude on the 
sincerely concerned in the loss of such treasures : inlprovemeiit of our literary condition. With a 
but how often have we heajyl much louder laincn- 1 smaller sum than is annuall}" expended on the 
tations than ours, from gentlemen who, if they appointment of some silly and impertinent young 
Vere brought again to light, would never cast their envoy, might restore all or nearly all those 
eyes over them, even in the bookseller’s Window, writers of immortal nime, whose disappearance 
I have been present at homilies on the corruption has been the regret of Genius for four entire ecu- 
and incredulity of the age, and principally on the turies. In my opinion a few thousand pounds 
^ violation of <he sabbath, from sleek clergymen, laid out on such an undertaking, would be laid 
canons of cathedrals, who were at the gaming-table out as creditably ' as on a Persian carpet or a 
the two first hours of that ve^y day ; and I have Turkish tent ; as creditably as on a collar of rubies 
listened to others on the loss of, the classics, from and ii ball-clrcss of Brussels lace for our Lady in 
men who never took the trouble to turn over half the manger, or as on gilding for the adoration 
tlyit is remaining to usi of Cicero and Livius. of princesses and their capuchin^ ^e posteriors 
Pirton. The Greek language is klmost unknown and auteriors of Saint Januorius. 


OLlVEU CBOMWELL AND WALTfift NOBLB.^ 

Tfobk, I hope, general Cromwdl, to penoade 
you that the^eaUi of Ohafles will considered 
by all Europe as a most atrocious action. 

CromteU, Tkou host already peteuiuled me: 
what then 1 

NoU$, Surely then you will prevent it, fbryonr 
authority is great. Even those who upon &ehr 


XJrmweill. What brings thee back from Stafford- 
shire, friend Walter 1 

n He repteseutad the city of Lichfield : he lived Hunt- 
liirly with the beet patrloteof the Age, remonetratod with 
Cromw^l and from public life on the punishment 

of Charles. The memorial of my ancestor's virtues 1 hold 
in trust fbrAhe benefit of our de^ndante. 
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Iwd liipi gulllry, irould* remit |be'^ own J)€daration, in v&ich he bed iciknow* 
of blood, some from poUej; sonm from” rledgedfour i^gtAs, and had been paid Eandaomolj 
te^cy 'n IdmTO o<mv6md ivith HlieMnimn, wilh^ l^for aeknoniedgment. I aorely the 
Lodlomr,* your friend and ^mlne, with Henry mdbth^ Janniury to mariced in the Calendar by 
Hevllie, and Walter Long : you irill oblige these the finge^ofthe Almighty, for the heavy chaatiae- 
^^^y frdende, and unite in your lavonr th% ment of thto misdeed. We must Ihke heed unto 
of the truest and trustiest men liyjogi our ways, and never again be led into the wicked 
Ther^ are many others, wii^ whom I am in no temptation# of trusting the &toe and reprobate, 
habit^ intercourse, |rho are known to entertain Equity might demand from the traitor more 
the same sentiments ; and these also |re among than his worthless and pernicious life. £qvi% 
the country gentlenmn, to whom our parliament might retaliation him what Eliot and other 


owes the better part of ids reputation. 

Cramedl, You oountzy gentlemen bring with 
yoR into thd People’s House a freshneBs and sweet 
savour, ornfch our citizens lack mightily. I would 
&in merit your esteem, heedless of those pursy 
fellows from hulks and warehouses, with one ear 
lappeted by the pen behind it, and the other an 
heir-loom, as Charles would have had it, in Laud’s 
star-chamber. Ohl they are proud and bloody 
men. My h»art melts ; but, alas ! my authority 
is null : I am the servant of the Commonwealth : 
I will not, dare not, betray it. If Charles Stuart 
had threatened njy death only, in the letter we 
ripped out of the saddle, I would have reproved him 
*maiif3Uy and turned him adrift : but others ar^ 
concerned, lives more precious than mine, worn 
as it is with fasting, prayers, long services, and 
preyed upon by a pouijcing disease. The Lord 
hath led him into the ^ils laid for the innocent. 
Fodlish ma]»! he never could eschew evil counsel. 

^ofde. In c<tnpari8on wdth you, he is but as a 
pinnacle to a buttress. I acknowledge his weak- 
nesses, and cannot wink upon his crimes : but 
that which you visit js the heaviest of them, 
* perhaps was not so, although the most disastrous 
to both parties ; the beariug of iA-ma against his 
people. He fought for wliat ho consid<ge4*lii8 
hereditary property : wc do the same : should we 
be hanged for losing a lawsuit ? » 

CromwlL No, unless it is the second. Thou 
talkest finely and foolishly, Wat, for a man of thy 
calm discernment. If a rogue holdsm pistol to 
my breast, do I ask higi who he isl^o I care 
whether his doublet be of catskinbr of vLogskinl 
Fie upon such wicked sophisms ! Marvellous, 
how the devil works upon good men’s minds. 
Friend ! friend I hast thou lost* thy rocolleotionl 
On the third of June, 1628, an usher stood at the 
door of our Oommonahouse, to hinder any mem- 
ber from leaving it, under pain of being sent to 
the Tower, • On the fifth of the same month, the 
Speaker said he had received the King’s order to 
interrupt any who should utter a word against 
his ^inistm In following year we might 
havo^ustly nanged him for the crim| of forgery, 
aeeingiihat on the twenty-first of January he oom- 
snanded his piinter, Norton, to falsify tfext of 

e Xrttdlow, a moit humane and tempmte man, signed j 
the dcath-Warraiat of Oharlea, for violating the constitution 
he had awom defend, for depriving Jibe suhjeoc of 
pn>{isri^t.tilMrt)r, limbs, and life, unlawfully. In acuity 
be oottld do AO oiberwlse ; and to equity was the only 
eppsiU. Race the laws of the land bad been erased by the 
tring hfmaelt 


most innocent and most virtuous men have 
[^Suffered; pestilential imprisonment, lingeringf 
painful, incurable disease, fettera and thumb- 
screws, racks and mutUationa. Should the guilt- 
less have suffered these things rather than the 
guilty ] the defender of his home and property 
rather than the robber who broke into them 1 If 
the extinction of a spark prevents worse things 
than the oonfiagration of twenty cities, if it pre 
vents the expansion of principles endemiasdly 
nqxiouB through Incalculable ages, such as slavish 
endurance and all unmanly propensities, 1 would 
never take by the collar him who resolutely 
setteth his foot thereon. Whether a grain of 
dust be blown away in the morning, in the nooi 
or in the §vening, what matter I But it import 
very seriously wliether it be blown li the eyes 
and darken the sight of a nation. This is the 
difference between him who dies in the solitude 
of his chamber, and him whom halberts, by Qod’s 
ordinance, may surround upon the scaffold. 

NobU. From so cruel an infiiction let me hope 
oux unfortunate king iSay be exempted. He was 
always more to be dreaded by his friends than by 
his enemies, and now by neither.* , 

(Jroniwell. Qod forbid that Englishman should 
be feared by Englishmau ! but to be daunte^ by 
the weakest, to bend before the worst . . . I toll 
thee, Walter Noble, if Moses and the prophets'^*' 
commanded me to ^his villany, 1 would draw 
back and mount my horse. 

NebU. I wii^ that our history, already too daric 
with blood, should contain, as far as we dre con- 
cerned in it, some unpolluted pages. 

Crtymxll. ’Twere better, ^uch better. Never 
shall I be called, 1 promise thee, ap uunecessaiy 
shedder of blood. Eemember, my good prudentf 
friend, of what mAtefbilg our sectaries are com- 
posed : what hostility against all eminence, what 
rancour against all gloiy. Not only kingly power 
offends them, but evesy other ; and they talk of 
putting to the sword, as if it were the 
entlest, and most ordinary thing in the world. 

The knaves even dictate from their stools and 
benches to men in amour, bruised and bleeding 
for them ; and with schoolctomes’ scourges in their 
fists do they give counsel to those who protect them 
from the cart and halter. In the name of the 
Lord, 1 mutt spit outright (cr worse) upon /these 
crdckliug'bouncing firebrands, before I can make 
them tractable. 

Noide, 1 lament .their blindness ; but ;iblUgt 
wear out* the faster by l)eing bard rjm. upon. This 
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fvnneniilig sourness will presently turn Tapi A j nftme, turn the laws^ to ^heir r%hf itttsiltiofi 
and peo)^ will cnsi it out, I *&n no't Arpiisea let u# render^t the interest of all'^ lOTe .ttlMKDEi 
that you are discontented and angry ^at jrha\ and keep tabu holy* thsSr are pment^ 
' thwarts your better nature. But come^ Gioinwell, bbth in form and essence^ the greatest eimse 
OTeriook them^ despise them, and erit to your- that society labours under; the seom <rf 
•elf a glorious name by sparing a mortal enemy, > wicked, the consternation of the good, the ie£ 
Cromvdl, A glorious name, by God's blessing, f ofithose who violate, and the ruin of those 
I will erect, and all ’bur fellow-lahourers shall | appeal to themf ^ 

rejoice at it : but 1 see better than they do ^the Onmwdl. You have pajd, I Me, chance^ foes, 
blow descending on them, and my arm better Walter. ^ 

than theirs can ward it oflf. Noble, thy heart Noble. I should then have paid not only what 
overflows with kindness for Charles Stuart : if he ; is exorbitant, but whot is altogether undue. 


• were at liberty to-morrow by thy intercession, he 
would sign thy death-wairant the day after, for 
serving the Commonwealth. A generation of 
vipers ! there is nothing upright or grateful in 
them : never was there a drop of even Scotch 
blood in their veins. Indeed we have a clue to 
their bedchamber still hanging on the door, and 
I suspect that an Italian fiddler or French valet ! 
has more than once crossed the current. I 

Noble. That may be : nor indeed is it credible j 
that any royal or courtly family has gone on for 
three generations without a spur from interloper. 
Look at France I some stout Parisian saint per- j 
formed the last miracle there.* i 

CromvselL Now thou talkest gravely aid sensibly: ; 
I could hdar thee discourse thus for hours together. 

Noble. Hear me, Cromwell, with equal patience 
on matters more important. We all have our 
sufiTerings; why increase one another’s wantonly? 
Bo the blood Scotch or English, French or Italian, 
a drummer’s or a buffoon’s, it carries a soul upon 
its stream, and every soul nas many places to touch 
at, and much business to perform, before it reaches 
its ultimate destination. Abolish the power of 
Charles; extinguish not his virtues. Whatever 
is worthy to be loved for anything is worthy to 
be preserved. A wise and dispassionate legislator, 
if any such should arise among men, will not con- 
demn to death him who hji^ done, or is likely to 
do, more service than injury to society. Blocks 
and gibbets are the nearest objects to ours, and 
their business is never with virtues or with hopes. 
Justice upon earth has forgotten half her lesson, 
and repeats the ot^er half badly. God com- 
manded her .to reward and to punish. She would 
' tell you that punishment is the reward of the 
wicked, and that the rewards^of the good belong 
to him, whose delight is their distribution in 
another place. She is neither blmd, as some have 
represented her, nor clear-sighted : she is one- 
eyed^ and looks fixedly and fondly with her one 
eye upon edge-tools and halters. The best actions 
are never recompensed, and the worst are seldom 
chastised. The virtuous man passes by without 
a ^ood momne from us, and the malefactor may 
wiXk at large where he will, provided he walk far 
enough from encroachment on our passions apd 
tiseir playthings. Let ns, Cromwell, in God’s 


I Paying a lawyer, in any court, we pay over again 
what we liave paid before. If government dias 
neglected to provide that our duties be taught 
UR, and our lives, properties, and station in society, 
be secured, what right has it to one farthing from 
us? for what else have our forefatheis and our- 
selves been taxed ? for what else are magistrates of 
any kind appointed? There is an a^ffulness in 
symmetry which chastens even thc^ wildest, and 
there is a terror in distortion at which they 
strike and fly. It is thus in regard to law. We 
should be slow in the censip'e of princes, and 
slower in the chastisement. Kingship is a pro- 
fession which has produced few among th^ most 
illustrious, many among the most despicable, of 
■ the human race. As in our dlays they are educated 
and treated, he is dese^rving of no slight com- 
mendation who rises in 'moral worth to the level 
of his lowest subject ; so manifold <and so great 
are the impediments. 

Beverting to the peculiar case of Charles, in my 
opinion you are ill justified by morality or policy 
in punishing him capita^iy. The representatives 
of the people ought to superintend the education^ 
of their princeC ; whore they have omitted it, the 
mjifph/sf and the responsibility rest with them. 
As kings are the administrators of the common- 
weiilth, they must submit their whole household 
to the national inspection : on which principle, 
the preceptors of their children should be ap- 
pointed uy parliament ; and the pupils, until 
they have attained thoir majority, should be 
exaxnintd twice annually on the extent and on 
the direction of their studies, in the presence of 
seven men at least, chosen out of the Commons- 
house by balloiv * Nothing of the kind having 
been done, and the principles of this unfortunate 
king having been distorted by a wrong education, 
and retained in their obliquity by evil counsellors, 

I would now, on the reclamation both of gene- 
rosity and of justice, try clemency. If it Mis, 
his adherents will be confounded at his perfidy, 
and, expecting a like return for ti^eir services, 
will abandqp him. * 

VromweU, Whatever his education wiu^ thlnkest 
thod hq^was not wise enough to know his wicked- 
ness, his usurpation and tyranny, when he resolved 
to rule without a parliament? to lOvy taxes, to 


e The birth of Louie XIV. is somewhat like a miracle to 
•rue bclleven^ while among aoeptics the principal doubt is 
■ot whether the dtild was supp^tltiooe, but whether be 
was eo after hia bllrth or beiore* 

t ' 


force oonscienoes, to imprison, to slay, at his own 
arbitrement and pleasure ? S^e time before the 
most violent of his outrages, had he not received 
a grant of money from us on conditions which he 
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"viokt^dl "Hethen seized todb2ywhfttbd<mfed CromwU, Jostlee is peiflot; an aithbo«e of 
to tho ^ublio : anA beeanso ins Jtamoifttrated Qod ; #0 xnnsttiot trifle with it * 
against tifts fraud aisd thefl^did 2& not proseei^^ Nobl^. Should we bteleas merciful to our feuow* 
'US as labels I Whereao»**wliSi a king aots agaiflst cr&tuys than to our domestic animalB 1 Before 
^e laws or without th^ there can be but one we deliver them to be killed, we weigh tne^r 
^[)»el in the kingdom. Aceompliees there m&j services against their inoonveniences. On tne 
be ; and.such we magr treat with mildneBs, if Aej foundation of policy, when we hare no better, let 


do not wringund wrest it agay from us mid turn 
it a^glinst u% pnshiiig down those who raised 
them* Ifhien Oie leading stag of sucl^ a herd is 
intractably wild, and obstinately vicious to his 
keepei^ he ought to b# hamstrung and thrown 
across ‘ the paling, ' wherever he is overtaken. 
ViHiat I pat his hide forsooth I hug his neck, 
garland Ms horns, pipe to him, try gentleness, 
try clemency! Walter, Walter! we laugh at 
speculators. 

Noble. Many indeed are ready enough to laugh 
at spooulators, because many profit, or expect to 
profit, by established and widening abuses. Spe< 
culations toWard evil lose their name by adoption : 
speculations tovrard good are for ever speculations, 
and he who hath proposed thenf is a chimerical 
and Billy creaturQ. Among the matters under 
^ this denomination I never find a cruel project, 
I nev^ find an oppressive or unjust one : hoW 
happens it 1 

Gronwell. Propoif ions should exist in all things. 
Sovrans are paid higher than others for their 
office ; they should therefore be punished more 
severely fbr^busing it, even if the consequences 
of this abuse Irere in nothing more grievous or 
extensive. We cannot clap them in the stocks 
conveniently, nor whip them at the market-place. 
Where there is a crowij there must be an axo : I 
would keep it there only. 

NoUe. Lop off the rotten, preslb out the poison- 
ous, preserve the rest : let it suffice io^ave 
given this memorable example of national power 
and justice. 


us erect th% trophies of haimanity : let us consider 
that, educated in the same manner and situated 
in the same position, we ourselves might havi 
acted as reprov^bly. Abolish that for ever which 
must else for ever generate abuses ; and attribute 
*the ffiults of the man to the office, hot thu iaoltw 
of the office to the man. 

Cromwell. I have no bowels for hypocrisy, and 
I abominate and detest kingship. 

Nchle. I abominate and detest hangmanship ; 
but in certain stages of society both are necessary. 
Let them go together ; we want neither now. 

CromweM. Men, like nails, lose their usefulness 
when they lose their direction and begin to bend : 
such nails are then thrown into the dust or into 
the furnace. I must do my duty ; I must accom- 
plish what is commanded me ; I must not be 
tunied aside. I am loth to be cast into the 
hmace or the dust : but God’s will be done I 
Prytbee, J^at, since thou readest, as I see, the * 
books of philosophers, didst thou ever hear of 
Digby’s remedies by sympathy 1 

Noble. Yes, formerly. 

Cromwell. Well, now, I protest, I do beiiere 
there is something in them. To cure my head- 
ache, I must breathe a vein in the neck of Charles. 

NoUe. Oliver, Olivef, others are wittiest over 
wine, thou over blood ; cold-hearted, cruel man.*^ ^ 

CrmnvDdl. Why, dost thou vouily think me so,’ 
Walter ? Perhaps tliou art right in the main : 
>ut he alone who fashioned me*in my motheria 
womb, and who sees things deeper than we do, 
knows that. 


jESCMINES AND PHOCION. 


JEaehmee. 0 Phocion, again I'** kiss d.he hand 
(hat hath ever raised up the unfortunate. 

Phoeion. I know not, uEschines, to what your 
discourse would tend. ' • , 

JSuhA^. Yesterday, when the malice of De- 
mosthouea would have turned against me the 
vengeance of the people ; by pointing me out as 
him whomwthe priestess of Apollo had designated, 
in declaring the Athenians were unanimous, one 
excepted ; did you not cry aloud, I am the man ; 
/ approve of mMng jffm do 1 That I see you again, 
tharl ean^preas to you my gratitude, these are 
your gifts, • 

Pkieion. And does JSschines then BU]^ose that 
I should not have performed my dut^ whether 
he were alive or dead 1 To have removed froui the 
envy of an ungenerous rival, and from the reseut- 
meni of an Inconsiderate populace, the eitizen 
who poiaesasa my confidence, the orator who 
defends my country, and the soldier who has 


fought by my side, was among those actions 
which are always well repaid. I^he line is drawn 
across the account : let us blose it. 

J^echinee. 1 am not insensible, nor have ev^ 
been, to the afflicted ; my compassion hath been 
excited in the city and in the field ; but when 
have I been moved, as I am now, to weeping % 
Your generosity is more pathetic than pity ; and 
at your eloquence, st*er& as it is, 0 Phocion,* my 
tears gush like those warm fountains which burst 
forth suddenly from some convulsion of the earth. 

Immortal Gods ! that Demades and Polyeuctua 
and Demosthenes should prevml in the council 
over Phocion ! that even their projects for a 

* * CTromweU was not cruel. Had he been lem H)>arina of 
tly worst blood In the three kingdoms, the best would 
never have been spilt upon the noaflbld; and Kngland 
would have been exempt fttwn the ignominy of Sidney *a 
death. l|Uton*a proecr lp tion, the sale of the nation to tho 
second Charles, and the transfer of hoth to Louis. 





g<(merai't^o ^th <l«^1ied Phflip to i/l«t ***^* 
ooiiiiter, and dumld yredipitate theirai^ag^fiMlI 
ilia advtea of a politician, by whose ptoaa^i* 
and his only, the Athenians hare Haver bMi 
deceived/ 

J^leetoa. It is trae, I am not popular* 

idSMtoea Become soa e 

f^ledon. It has been frequently and with Im- 
punity to my power to commit base actions ; and 
I abstained : would my friend advise me at tost 
te eommit the basest of all i to court the suffifages 
^ people I despise ! 

jEtohineB. You court not even those who love 
and honour you. Thirty times and oftener have 
you been chosen to lead our armies, and never 
once were present at the election. Unparalleled 
^koiyl when have the Ooda shown anything simi- 
lar among men ! Not Aristides nor Epaminondas, 
the most virtuous of mortals, not Miltiades nor 
Cllmon, the most glorious in their exploits, enjoyed 
the favour of Heaven so uninterruptedly. No 
. presents, no solicitations, no flatteries, no conces- 
fdons : you never even asked a vote, however duly, 
customarily, and gravely. 

Phocion. The highest price we can pay for any- 
thing is, to ask it : and to solicit a votetfippears to 
me as unworthy an action as to solicit a place in a 
will : it is not ours, and might have been another’s. 

jEschines. A question unconnected with my 
visit now obtrudes itself ; and indeed, Phocion, I 
have remarked heretofore that an observation from 
you has made Athenians, on several occasions, 
forget their own busine& and debates, and fix 
^ themselves upon it. What is your opinion on the 
right ^nd expediency of making wills 1 

Phocion. That it is neither expedient nor just 
to make them ; and that the prohibition would 
ohviate and remove (to say nothing of duplicity 
^'aud servility) much injustice and discontent ; the 
two things against which ei^ry legislator should 
provide the most cautiously. General and posi- 
tive laws should secure the order of succession, 
as far a% unto the grandchildren of brother and 
sister : beyond ^nd out of these, property of 
every kind should deyolve to the commonwealth. 
Thousands have remained unmarried, that, by 
Jffiving hopes of legacies, they may obtain votes 
for public o/fices; thus being dishonest, and 
making others so, defrauding the community of 
many citizens by their celibacy, and deteriorating 
many by their ambition. JLuxury and irregular 
lovb l^avc produced in thousands the same effect. 
They care neither about offspring nor about 
offices, but gratify the most sordid passions at 
theh* country’s most ruinous expense. If these 
two descriptions of citizens were prohibited from 
appointing heirs at their option, and obliged to in- 
demnify the republic for their inutilityand nullity* 
at least by so insenrible a fine as that which is 
levied on them after death, the members wohld 
shortly be redmeed to few, and much of distress 
and indigem^ nmoh of dishonour and toiqalty, 
would be averted from the people of Athens. 


'tourlMi* i , 

Wv9 WMT deilimed jovr 
opliilm ^ 

|r PIMm. WMefwwioni maA totod»areag it i%^ 
tbia fbwer wptoiotti wa delivar Mtoe tlMKi te 
better* ffelMctolgfieaa«gb;aiidw««hQM 
aoeustom men to changea* Wongh nuwy^lhingi 
might be^Hered and imfoovud^^ idtemtlon in 
state^natters, important or imiii^portaato to lltom 
selves, is weighty to tltor ooxo^ex ni4 IMr 
ooDsequences. A tittle car to motion stotoes all 
the houses of a street : let it stand^liuiet, ghd 
you or I could almost bear it im our fait : it is 
thus with institutions. 

jEtchines. On wills you have excited my in- 
quiry rather than satisfied it : you havl given me 
new thoughts, but yon have aim made room tor 
more. 

Pkodm. Jlschines, would you take poesession 
of a vineyard or olive-ground which nobody had 
given to you 1 

uEsokines. Certainly not. , 

Phocion. Yet if it were bequeathed by wtil, yon, 
'would? ,* 

^schineB. Who would hesitate ^ 

Phocion. In many cases th^’ just man. 
jEichinei. In some indeed. 

Phocion. There is a parity in all between a will 
and my hypothesis of vineyard or etive>^gro(tnd* 
Inheriting by means of a will, Wo take to our- 
selves what nobody has given. 

jEschinec. Quite the contrary : we take what he 
has given who does not 'deprive himself of any , 
eiyoyment or advantage by his gift. 

Phocion. Agcim I say, we take it, iEschines, 
from'. giver at all ; for he whom you denomi- 
nate the giver does not exist : he who does not 
exist can do nothing, can accept nothing, can 
exchange nothing, can give nothing. 

/Eschinct. He gave it while he was living, and 
while he bid these powers and faculties. 

Phodoi. If he gave it#while he was living, then 
it was net what lawyers and jurists and l^sla- 
tors call a will or testament, on which alone we 
spoke. 

jEBchines. True y I yield. 

Phocion. The absurdities we do not see are more 
numerous and greater than those we discover; 
for truly there are few Imaginable that have not 
crept from some corner or other fieto commofs 
use, and these escape our notice by familiarity. 

JEgcktnes. W e piass easily over great inequalities^ 
and smaller shock us. He,.wholcap^ down reso- 
lutely and with impunity from a crag of Lyoa- 
bettos,* may be lamed perhaps for life by missing 
a step* to descent from a temple. 

Again, if you please, to our fltut questtoiL 
Phocion. I would change it wtiliz^lyter anoriier, 
if you had not dropped somOthtog 'Oivtof wlflidi 1 
oolleet that you think me ^too todlfltoeiri tp 

V Called nftei'wurtld AnkHmui. 





ti "P^tUk ’ idSiiii PMtm* Bo& larimaBd mn m anajh acldioto'l 

4o WtiMirv of oqr omti 7 iAa^crbiA; but to FbiLlp,Iamafrat4» 

ft our coimtry u reduced tOffi con&itioA in wh^ baapr^^aired tbe Athoftiosui for kiii goverumont ; 
Hie bod oire preftmd lo good, the fbolnh and yeb I wonder hoiT, In a fTee atate, any man of 
dD thh Wise, hardly aaiy eataatrophe io to be common wenoe can be bribed. The corrupter 
«|yiOOated or oppoe^ that may diahe them fronr would only spend his money on persons of some 
their ]^aees^ « calculation a^xofleeiaen: with how little of either 

lb d]iui|eroua and taring times they must those^be endowed, %ho do not see that they 
dill nifturally and neosssarily, as flies drop out of are paying a perpetuity for an annuity I Suppose 
n curtain let down in winter. Should dhe people that they, amid suspioions both from him in 
demand of me what better I would propose than whose favour, and from those to^i^ose detriment, 
iny adversaries, such ar#ihe extremities to which j^they betray, can enjoy everything they receive, 
their benaterousness and levity have reduced us, I yet what security have their children and def* 
cdh returm no answer. We are in the condition pendents 1 Property is usually gained in hope 
ef a wolf biting off his leg to escape from the trap no less of bequeathing than of enjoying it ; how 
that has caught it. certain is it thiit these will lose more than was ac- 

Phoewn^ Calamities have assaulted mankind in quired for them ! If they lose thdr country and 
so great a variety of attacks, that nothing new their laws, what have they ? The bribes of mon- 
can be devised against them. He who would archs will be discovered, by the receiver, to be like 
strike out a novelty in architecture, commits a pieces of furniture given to a man who, on return- 
folly in safely » his house and he may stand : he ing home, finds that his house, in which ho in- 
who attempts it in politics, carries a torch, from tended to place them, has another master. 1 can 
which at the first narrow passage we may expect conceive no bribery at all seductive to the most 
a conflagration. JSxperience is our only teacher profligate, short of that which establishes the 
t, both Jn war and peace. As we formerly did against citizen bribed among the members of a heredi- 
the I^cedemonians and their allies, we might by tary aristocracy, which in the midst of a people is 
our naval superiori^jT^ seize or blockade the mari- a kind of foreign state, where the spoiler and 
time towns of Philip ; we might conciliate Sparta, traitor may take refuge. Kow Philfp is not so 
who has outraged and defied him ; we might wait inhuman, as, in case he should be the conqueror, 
even for his death, impending from drunkenness, to inflict on us so humiliating, a punishment, 
lust, ferooify, and inevitable in a short space of Our differences with him are recent, and ho 
time from thS vengeance to which they expose marches from policy, not from enmity. The 
him at home. It is a dangerous thing for a Lacedemonians did ii^eed attempt it, in the im- 
monarch to corrupt a ;pation yet uncivilised ; to position of the thirty tyrants ; but such a mon- 
, corrupt a civilised orre is the wisest thing he strous state of degradation and of infamy roused us 
can do. from our torpor, threw under UB*and benegth our 

JBichines, 1 see no reason wtfy we should not view all other wretchedness, and we recovered (I 
send an executioner to release him from*thi^>pri- wish we could retain it as easily !) our independ- 
son-house of his crimes, with his family to attend ence. What depresses you I 
him. Kings play at war unfairly with repuMics : JEachineg. Oh ! could I embody the spirit f ‘ 
they can only lose some earth and some creatures receive from you, ap^ present it in all its purity 
they value as little, while republics lose in every to the Athenians, they would surely hear me with 
soldier a part of themselves. There^e no wise | as much attention, as that invoker aik<l violates of 
republic ought to be satisfied, unless sne bring to the Gk>ds, Demosthenes, to whom my bloo'd would 
punishment the criminal most obnoxflous, and be the most acceptable libation at the feasts of 
those about him who may be supposed to have Philip. Pertinacity and olao^orouaness, ho imagines, 
made him so, his oounsellors and his courtiers, are tests of sinoerity and truth ; although We know 
Retaliation is not a thing ^ be feared. You that a weak oratqr raises his voice higher than ’’a 
might as reasonably be contented with breaking powerful one, as,tbe lame raise their legs higher 
the tables and chairs of a wretch who hath mur- than the sound. He censures me for repeating my 
dmd your children, as with slaying the soldiers accusation ; he Ulks of tautology and diflhseness ; 
Cf a deSpofVho wages war against you. The least he who tells us gravely that a man had lived many 
yon can do in justice or in safety, is, to demand years, and . . . what theni . . . that he wag ralther 
his blood of the people who are under him, tear- old when he died f* Can anything be ^ ridicu- 
ing^ idegies the ne8t> of his brood. The Locrians lous as the pretensions of this man, who, because 
have admitted only two new laws in two hundred I employ no action, says, aetion ie the first, ths 
yeardl; beosnse he who proposes to establish or to second, tAe third requisite of oredory, while he him- 
ohange one, comes with a lmlter round )]ds throat, self is the moat ungraceful of our speakers, and, 
and is «t||fagled if his pxtoposition is rejected, jmven in appealingto the Gods, begins by scratching 
Let Wars, which ought to he anorS perilous to the his head I 

adviser, he but ^nUlly eo : let those who engage ^ Phoeion. This is surely no inattention or indif- 
In them peiish if they lese,! mean the princips]^, ference to the powers above. Great men lose 
and naw wars will be a« rare among others as new 

laws among the Locrians. * £Cm»Si irsXkm trU «m m 



M • ' niAOiNAlfr conve^sawAws. 

Romewiiatkof thdr gntteau hj being near a«;4 /Woriwi, "lady!" ^ "llaiiMirttoMtJ* 

oi^iiuuy men i^ein mnch. As we Ere arswing ] fortunate to M protected hjr tii® wniwii iw 
nigh to humble buildJugs, those at a #di8^c^| Codros.” • ^ i 

beyond them sink below: but we maysdraw so 'The commendations to wese people eiw «et 
nigh to the gmnd and elevated as i- take in only always, what you i^ould think thsm, ielfc4ii|M^ 
a small part of the whole. I smile at reflecting ai^ detractive: for singular most 
on the levity with which we contemporaries often appear who is different froth the rest ; aiid. he 
judge of those author^hom posteitty will read is most different tern them wh(f is maak above 
with most admiration : such is Demosthenes, them. If the clouds were inhabited by the 
Difler as we may from him in politics^ we must men mugt be of other form and features than 
acknowledge that no language* is clearer, no those on earth, and their gait would not be the 
thoughts more natural, no words more proper^ same as upon the grosser pavement. Diversity 
‘^no combination^ more unexpected, no cadences no less is contracted by the habitations, as it 
more diversified and harmonious. Accustomed were, and haunts, and exercises, o^our mitds. 
to consider as the best what is at once the most Singularity, when it is natural, requirel no apo* 
simple and emphatic, and knowing that what logy; when it is affected, is detestable. Su<di is 
satisfies the understanding, conciliates the ear, 1 that of our young people in bad handwriting, 
think him little if at all inferior to Aristoteles in On my expedition to Byzantion, the city deore^ 
style, though in wisdom he is as a mote to a sun- that a cloak should be given me worib forty 
beam ; and superior to my master Plato, excellent drachmas : and, when I was about to return, 1 
as he is ; gorgeous indeed, but becomingly, like folded it up carefully, in readiness fbr any service 
wealthy kings. Defective however and faulty in which I mjght be employed hereafter. An 
must be the composition in prosh, which you and officer, studious to imitate my neatness, packed 
1 with our uttermost study aud attention cannot np his in the same manner, iu=>t without the hope 
understand. In poetry it is not exactly so : the perhaps that I might remark it, and my servanfi, 
greater share of it must be intelligible to the mul- *or his, on our return, mistook it. I s^ed for 
titude j but in the best there is ofteK an under- Athens ; he, with a detachment, for Heraolea ; 
song of seifse, which none beside the poetical mind, ■ whence he wrote to me tfiat he had sent my 
or one deeply versed in its mysteries, can compre- j cloak, requesting his owjt by the first conveyance, 
hend. Euripides and Pindar have been blamed ; The name was quite iltegible, and the carrier, 
by many, who perceived not that the arrow drawn j whoever he was, had pursued his rodfl home'^ard : 
against them fell on Homer. The Gods have • I directed it then, as the only safS' way, if indeed 
denied to Demosthenes ir]^y parts of genius ; the | there was any safe one, to the offi^aer who writes worst 
urbane, the witty, the pleasurable, the pathetic. ! at JJeradea. 

But, 0 iEschines I the tree of strongest fibre and Come, a few more werds upon Demosthenes., 
longest duration, is not looked up to for its flower Do not, my friend, inveigh against him, lest a part 
nor for its leaf^ of your opposilion be attributed to envy. How 

Let us praise, O Alschines, whatever we can mevy ft^rguments is it worth to him, if you appear 
^ reasonably : nothing is less laborious or irksome, to act from another motive than principle I True, 
no office is less importunate or nearer a sinecure, hi# eloquence is imperfect : what among men is 
Above others praise those Vho contend with you not 1 In his repartees there is no playfulness, in 
for glory, since they have already homo their his voice there is no flexibility, in his action tl»,ere 
suflra^es to your judgment by entering on the is ncithe^^dignity nor grace : but how often has 
same career. Deem it a peculiar talent, and what he stricken you dumb with his irony 1 how often 
no three men iif any age have possessed, to give has he fbssed you from one hand to the other with 
each great citizen or great writer his just proper- his interrogatories 1 Concentrated are his argu- 
tion of applause. A barbarian king or his eunuch ments, select and distinct and orderly his topics, 
Sum distribute equally and fairly beans and lentils; ready and unfastKUous his expressionB, popular 
but I perceive that iEschines himself finds a diffi- his allusions, plain his illustrations, easy the swell 


culty in awarding just commendations. 

A few days ago an old woman, who wrote for- 
merly a poem on Codru^, ouch as Codrus with all 
his Sfl^-dcvotion would hardly have read to save 
his countiy, met me in the street, aud taxed me 
with ii\}ustico toward Demosthenes. 

"You do not know him,” said she; "ho has 
heart, and somewhat of genius ; true he is singu- 
lar and eccentric ; yet I assure you I have seen 
compositions of his that do him credit. We 
must not judge of him from his speeches in 
public: there he is violent; but a billet of Viis, 
1 do declare, is quite a treasure.” 

jEsMnes, What answer of yours could be the 
vetum for sucji silliness 1 


and subsidence of his periods, his dialect purely 
attic. Is this no merit 1 Is it none in an age of 
idle rhetoricians, who have forgottdh how their 
Others and mothers spoke to them 1 

JEsehines. But what repetitions ! 

PhoeUm, If a thing is good it may j>6 reputed ; 
not indeed .too frequent^ nor too closely, nor in 
words exactly the same. The repetition shows no 
want* o£^ invention : it shows only what is upper- 
most in the mind, and by what the’fdter is most 
agitated and tSiflamed. 

^st^ines, Demosthenes tells ug himseK that 
he has prepared fifty-six commencements ftw hts 
future speeches : how can he foresee the maia 
subject of them alii They are, indeed, all iaveo 



QUIABN ]^lZXRBTli%Xl} (BCIL: > 

ItTM .agi&tfr Fhiliik: bat doet -DanootlMi^ poae iroold oecnr to tbe ofiditor aad/eader, in 
Iniiigliift Plk^ grea%*more^fertile tonseqteiice of anything said befor? knowing 

in the mskoB of annoyaaoe ^ann, aky Athonian^^ oveiyoi^e to b« more pjlea#ed and more easily led 
in the terms of titupefation? And which gifes by*u8^^when we bring forward his thoughts indi- 
^ost annoyance t Fire and sword ravage &r and reetly ai)^ imperceptibly^ than when we elbow 
n|de: the tongue cannot break tiurough the and ontstrip them ^th onr own. The sentences 
ahidd nor extingoiah the conflagration : it brfngs of your adversary are stout and compact as tho 
downnnany blows^ but heal%no wounds whatever. MaoedoniasL phalanx^ animated and ardent as tho 
I per^ve in the number of these sacred band Thebes. Praise himi Alschines, if 
overt^oreiif to tlmehoruBses of the Furies^a stronger you wish to be victorious; if you acknowledge 
aigitment of his temerity than your acuteness you are vanquished) then revile him and com- 
hath exposed. He mushhave believed that Philip plain. In composition I know not a superior to 
could not conquer ns before he had time enough him; and in an assembly of the people he derives 
too eompo|p and deliver his flfty>6ix speeches. I advantages from his defects themselves^ from the 
^er from him widely in my calculation. But, violence of his action and from the vulgarity of 
returning to your former charge, I would rather his mien. Permit him to possess these fldr*»n- 
pnise him for what he has omitted, than censure tages over you ; look on him as a wrestler whose 
him for w^at he has repeated. body is robust, but whose feet rest upon some- 

JSlaMa/ei* And I too. hing slippery : use your dexterity, and reserve 

PAoriofi. Those words were spoken in the tone your blows. Consider him, if less excellent as a 
of a compefttor rather than of a comrade, as you itatesman, citizen, or soldier, rather as a gemus 
soon may be. o( demon, who, whether beneficent or malignant. 

JSsohinea, 1 am jealous thenT Did I demon- hath, from an elevation far above us, launchoO. 
strata any jealousy of him when I went into the 'orth many new stars into the firmament of mind. 

^ Pelo^onnese, to second and propel the courage JEsohinei, 0, that we had been boni in other 
his r^resentations of the common danger had days 1 The best men always fall upon the worst, 
excited 1 where I beheld the youths of Olynthus, Phocioy,, The Gods have not granted us. 
sent as slaves and^donatives to his partisans, in ^^schines, the choice of being boim when we 
that country of degenerate and dastard Greeks I would ; that of dying when we would, they have. 
What his orations hadihiled to bring about, my Thank them for it, as one among the most excei- 
enl^ andf zeal, my sincerity and singleness of lent of their gifts, and remain or go, as utility or 
aim, effected. • The Athenians there followed mo dignity may require. Whatever can happen to 
to temple of Agraulos, and denounced in one wise and virtuous man from his worst enemy, 
voice the most awful imprecations against the whatever is most dr^ed by the inconsiderate 
, Peloponnesians corrupi^d by the gold of Macedon. and irresolute, has happened to him frequently 
Pkoewn* You have many advantages over your Hm himself, and not only witjjout his inconve- 
rival: let him have some overtoil. There are icnco, but without his observation. We are 
merits which appear demerits to vulgiw: gpnds prisoners as often as we bolt our doors, exiles as 
and inconsiderate auditors. Many in the popu- >ftcn as we walk to Munychia, and dead as often 
lace of hearers and readers, want links and emmps as wc sleep. It would be a folly and a shams to 
to hold together the thoughts that are given argue that these things are voluntary, and tliat 
them, and cry out if you hurry them on too fast, what our enemy imposes are not : they should bo 
You must leap over no gap, or youl|eave them the more if they befall us from necessity, unless 
behind and startle them from follllwing you. necessity be a weaker reason than caprice. In 
With them the pioneer is a cleVerer man than fine, Alschines, I shall then c^ll tho times bad 
the commander. I have observed in Demos- when they make me so : at present they are to 
thenes and Thucydides, that they lay it down as be borne, as must be the storm that follows 
a rule, never to say what they have reason to sup- them. . 


QUEEN ELIZABETH AND CECIL. 

MUmbeth, I advise thee again, churlish Cecil, Cedi* Your HigSntoss must rememl>cr he 
how that our Edmund Spenser, whom thou callest carouseth fully for such deserts . . . fifty'poiinds 
unc^urteously^a whining whelp, hath good a-year of unclipt monies, and a butt of canary 
ana solid reason for his compliant. God's blood ! wine ; not to mention three thousand acres in 
shall the lady that tieth my garter and shuflBea Ireland, worth fiurly another fifty and another 
the smook^over my head, or the lord fimi stea- butt, in seasonable and quiet years, 
dieih my chair's h^k while I eat, or* the other ^ Elitabeth. The monies are not enow to sustain 
that looketh to my buck-hounds lest they be a pair of grooms and a pair of palfreys, and more 
msi^, ^ be holden by me in higher esteem and '^no hath been drunken in my presence at a 
estate, than he who hath placed me among the feast. The monies are given to such men, 
hmrest of past times, and will as safely and surely they may not incline nor be obligated to any vile 
set me dovrn among the loveliest in the future. or lowly occupation ; and the canoiy, that they 
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heitg unto Ftano* Ho hot® imtiptt, Wt 
indeed with his wonted fimeifidnoss, noisAi Iem<^ 
uiid uaa^^etiioal l an gnage, but in homely tad tusUo 
wisOf some veorses which have moved , me ; .and 
Imply the more, inasmufh as they demonetrate to 
me that his genius hath been dampened by his 
adversities. Bead them. 

C^/l. How much is lost when neither heart nor eye 
Rose winged Desire or fabiing Hope deceives ; 

• Wiien boyhood w'itb quick throb hath eeaaed to spy * 
The dubious apple In the yellow leaves ; 

When, rising from the turf where youth reposed* 

We find blit deserts in the far>sought shore ; 
fV hen the huge book of Faery-land lies closed* 

And those etroag brazen clasps will yield no man* 

J^lizabeth. The said Edmund hath also furnished 
unto the weaver at Arras, John Blanquieres, on 
my account, a description for some of his cun- 
ningest wenches to work at, supplied by mine 
own self indeed as far as the subject-matter go^s, 
but set forth by him with figures and fancies, and 
<iaintily enough bedecked. I could have wished 
he had thereunto joined a fair comparison between 
Dian ... no matter ... he might perhaps have 
fared the better for it . . . but poets’ %rits, God 
help them! when did they ever sit close about 
them ! Bead the poesy, not over-rich, and con- 
cluding very awkwardly and meanly. 

•Oicif. Where forms the lotus, with its level leaves 
And solid blonsomH, many floating isles. 

What heavenly radiance sw^t descending cleaves 
The dai ksomc wave 1 unwonted beauty smllei 
On its pure bosom, on each bright-eyed flower* 

On every nymph, and twenty sate around. 

I/O ! * iwHs Diana . . from the sultry hour 

Hither she fled, uor fear'd she sight or sound. 
Tnhappy youth, whom thirst and quiver-reeds 

Drew to those haunts, whom awe forbade to fly I 
Throe faithful dogs before him rais’d their heads. 

And watched and wonder’d at that fixed eye. 

Forth sprang his favourite . . with her arrow-hand, 

.. Too late the goddess hid what hand may hide. 

Of evefy nymph and every reed complain'd. 

And dashed upon the biuik the w’atera wid^ 

'Ou the prone head and sandal'd feet they flew . . 

Lo ! slender hoofs and branching horns appear ! 

I’he last marr'd voice not e’en the favorite knew, 

But bay’d and fasten’d on the upbraiding* deer. 

Far be, chaste goddess, fai* from ma and mine 

The stream that tempts thee in the summer noon I 
Alas tiiat vengeance dwells with chai’lhs divine . . 

Eliztxheth, Psha ! give me the paper : I fore- 
warfied thee how it ended . . pitifully, pitifully. 

Ceoii, 1 cannot think otherwnse than that the 
ttudertaker of the aforecited poesy hath choused 
your Highness ; for I have seen painted, I know 
not where, but I think no farther off than Putney, 
the Identically same Dian, with full as many 
tiymphs, as he calls them, and more dogs. Sq 
a matter as a page of poesy shall never stir 
my choler nor twitch my purse-string. * 

E^isal/etk, I have read in Plinins and Mela of 
a runlet new Hodpna, which kindled by approxi- 
mation an tmlighted torch, and extinguished a 
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to be rOmembarednHmyia^tka^^ mmmt 
from what they are, 1 ahonldna lard^imy^iiih It 
to be forn^tten. Those are tin womi of eotcldea^ 
who voluntarily and propensely stab or 
their fame, when God Itoth commanded them to 
stand on high for an example* We call him 
parrieide who destroya the author cf his eatat* 
enoe : tel! me, .what shall we oall him i^o oasts 
forth to the dogs and birds of prey its most ihlto- 
fhl propagator and most firm supp(jrtt iiwEh 
me, I do not speak of that existeneeVhloh the 
proudest must close in a ditch, the narrowest too 
of ditches and the soonest fiU^ and foaled, and 
whereunto a pinch of ratsbane or % poppyhead 
may bend him ^ but of that which reposes on enr 
own good deeds, oarefully picked up, skiifritly put 
together, and decoroudy laid out for ua by 
another’s kind understanding : 1 speak ofpn ex-| 
Istence such as no father is a^or of, or provides 
for. The parent gives us few days and sorrowful ; 
the poet many and glorious : tl^ one (supposing 
him discreet and kindly) ^est reproves our faults ; 
the other best remiineratl^ our virtues. 

A page of poesy is a little xnattdl': he jit so : 
but of a truth I do tell thee, Cecil,^1t shall master 
full many a bold heart that the Spaniard cannot 
trouble ; it shall win to it fdH many a proud and 
flighty one that even chWalry and manHy cospe- 
iiness cannot touch. 1 may shake titles and 
dignities by the* dozen from my breakfast-board ; 
bukJ- may not save those upon whose heads 1 
shake them from rottenness and oblivimi. Thia 
yeai they and their sovran dwell together, next 
year they and their beagle. Both have names, 
but names^perishable. The keeper of my privy- 
seal is ai^ earl : what then ) the keeper of my 
ponltry-yard is^a Osesar. In honest truth, a name 
given to a man is no better than a skin given to 
him ; what iS not natively his own falls off and 
comes to nothing. 

1 desire in futuaC'to hear no contempt of pen- 
men, unless a depraved use of the pen shall l^ve 
BO cramped them, as to incapacitate them for the 
sword and for the council-chamber. If Alexander 
was the great, what was Aristoteles'^who made* 
him sol and taught him every art and science he 
knew, except three ; those of drinking, of blas- 
pheming, a^ of murdering his bofiv>mfriepds. 
Come along I will bring thee back again nearer 
home. Thou mightest toss and tumble in thy 
bed mhny^nights, and never eke out the substance 
of a stanza : but Edmund, if perchance i shonld 
call upon him for his counsel, would give 
wholesome and prudent as any of you. We 
indemnify such men for the iqjustice we do tinto 
them in not calling them about us, and for ttm 
xnortifioation they must sutler at seeing 
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this ]|ill% lie mv wsd tiw tesrefss lUf 
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ftiNO lAMES I. AND. ISAAC OASAUBON.e 


ifama, fhod ICs OMubon^ I am vexed and 
periurl)%d in to find ^at my moderation 
•nd my Koalp wlikh never has departed &om it, 
•honld be opposed and thwarted by the ponti 
fioialse * 

Omubon, Touch gently, sire, the hinder 
quarters of a vicious horse, and he will lay down 
his ears and kick; smite him resolutely and 
stoutly, and, behold i he draws his legs in, and 
sidles toward you. 

Jame$. As 1 anua king and a Christian, 1 have 
^a mind to act vigorou^y and with my whole 
couragp. Methinks it would not be misplaced.* 
What are these doujhty bishops of Rome, forsooth, 
that they should lay hands thus rudely upon 
God’s anointed 1 1 shudder at their violence, 

though I see it athwart^imes gone by. Raymond 
the*Sixth| Count of Toulouse . . . God forefend 
that anything*mischievous should lie upon the 
number ... 1 being, as you know, the sixth 
monarch of my name i]\ Scotland . . . what think 
^ you, Casaubonl • 

dmtubon, 1 see no reason wh^ your majesty 
should apprehend any. 

Raymond then, a descendant oMhqrlo- 
magne, was dragged to the church of Saint 
Jigidius, naked to the waist and with a hfilter 
round his neck, to be flogged by a monk while 
the pope's legate was at dinner. His son, although 
a catholic, yet being the begotten ow reputed 
heretic, was stripped, iut Of his shirl,' like the 
father, but of all his domuns and heredftaments. 
He fought, however, so valiantly (which I would 
likewise do were I not unaccountably afraid of a 
naked sword) that the popf eould only extort 
from him the county of Tenaissin, the richest of 
his lands indeed, with seventy-three castles, on the 

iS CaasabowwTOte a tretiitt literUHi F£et0tiastie4, 
ef wliloh SM pp, were printed, when Benry IT., on the 
agreement of the Venetians with the pope, forbade the 
ootttinitatioa, and stteiSpted to ittpplOM the oommenoe- 
men^ flamf oq>{e» eMttped; and Ctoldaat Inserted the 
iSl pp. in the first voluiRe efhlt UonarvM/^ tmperii. 

P^pona aa Jamea was, be was less imbendlng than 
iriahy oonstttu ttonal kings have been. Tlie royal practice 
of nnnatOral stifihoMS did not prevail in BuApe until 
the minor potmitatea thought it becoming to imitate Louth 
took that pert of hia oharaotir which was the 
•aa^ to copy. UnbendlngneM, in the tnoml os in the 
vafetehlo world, li an Indteatlfm aa freouently of un 
wundneae aa of atrength. Indead wiae men, kings as well 
atoflieii, hive been fnSfrom It. 8tur neofca AivdiaeasiMl 


other side of the Rhone, and 18,800 marks In 
silver. 

Ccua/ubon, Crimes, of which the heresy of princes 
is the richest, fertUize Saint Peter*s patrimony. 
The celebrated Queen Giovanna, of Naples, a 
descendant from the brother of Saint Louis, ac- 
cused of privity to the murder of her husband , . . 

James. I do not believe a word of it ; a fabrica 
tien, a forgery ! Proceed forthwith to the pope's 
part in the businesB : there lies the guilt : say on. 

Casmhon. The beautiful young queen had need 
of his protection. Although the people of Pro- 
vence had obliged her to swear upon the Gospels 
that she ivould alienate none of her dominions, 
his Holiness, a few months afterward, compelled 
her to sell him Avignon. 

Jamm. Ay, and never paid her. I know not 
which is the more execrable; that a vicar of 
Christ should be guilty of simony, and of exacting 
the commission of a ^eijury, or that a people 
should require an oath from a prince. 

Cd8att6on. The people, sire, have sometimes been 
suspicious ; and overwatchfulnesB«hath mad^^ them 
feverish : but pontifis in all ages have mounted 
and ridden h^d both restive rulers and well- 
broken ones. 

James. Afore God i my back shall never bend 
under them. If they run restive with me, they 
shall bleed in both flanks ere the last leg quit the 
stirrup. 

Casaubon, Not only counts, lords paramount, 
as your majesty hath recited, but»even kings have 
been stripped bare, and emperors unbreeched, by 
the popes, who followed them up into their veiy 
dreams, threatening them as disobedient children^ 
rod in hand. Tho Emperor Maximilian swore to 
defend the freedom of religion as declared in the 
Confession of Augsburg. Terrified by the pope’s 
denunciations, he rescinded the diploma ; and ho 
protested, in excuse ot such conduct, that** he 
saw Pius shaking a scourge over his shouf^er in 
his sleep. Pius the Fifth, too, commanded Oharle.s 
the Ninth, of France, to revoke the Edict of 
OrUans on religious toleration. The holy father 
was introduced into the farce by the J\fost Jposto- 
lie and Most Chiistian Majesties. They prevailed 
on his Holiness that he should oblige them to 
loSsen and lay aside their sacred obligations. On 
timorous and treacherous men 1 ike these, depended, 
and still depend, the prosperity and iinprovemont 
of the human race. Charles and .\faximiltsn, the 
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r^^erseo^^cUilles, aWnred the ^tes of hell far 
more than fiEdschood. ** 

Jamet* Ko proxniseBi <)athfi, or treaties, ^ 
sacred any longer than these holinesses and b^ti- 
tndes will permit, fiven Csesars are sapercae^red 
I y their tenants of the Vatican. Nothing is too 
I'igti or too low for the vjaltures of the Seven 
Not only churchfds and kingdctos are their 
<iuany, but they swoop into colleges and kitchensi 
and order what our manciples shall bring into 
the buttery. One would think# they might all 
least be as complacent as owls are to owlets, and 
'cats to kittens. • No such thing : nor do they 
lr?ep under their own hedges, but prowl far a field. 
They pull a tag from the fur of a lawyer if it looks 
r Mttlo too rough, or doth not sit to their liking. 
Thus, in 1220, unless I mistake the year, Hono- 
rius, hy h\» J ntfrdlct, took away from theUniver- 
.sity of Paris the power of conferring degrees in 
civil law. So we see not only the consolations of 
religion arc snatched at once from the innocent as 
well as from the guilty, whenever a pope cries for 
a penny and cannot got it ; but even the rights 
of the iiyured arc left without defence. The worst 
is, that anointed kings arc treated so unceremo- 
niously. Gregory the Seventh excommunicated 
the Emperor Henry the Fourth, and rofbsed him 
absolution until he bad sitten at his gate ‘three 
days, and barefoot. Soon afterward he repents 
of this clemency, deposes him, and raises a duke 
of Suabia to the throne. His successor would put 
anybody upon mine, excepting the rightful 
master. But I advise hin^ never to grapple with 
such a wrestler as 1 am, until he hath well oiled 
himself, or I may perad venture make him blow 
his fingers and reaper, I came forward with the 
olive-branch in my hand, little tliinking it a plant 
for a toad in his rage to spit at. 

Casaubon. Your majesty c.ould entertain but 
feeble hopes of accommodation where avarice and 
pride are the directors of 'fevery counsel. The 
advantage, however, which I pointed out to your 
majesty, is obtained, inasmuch as you have hung 
your pr&ofs upon the highest peg in the chambe^rs 
of the Vatican : and these manifest to the woild 
below the sincerity of your heart, and the solidity 
of your arguments. 

James. And yet they call me sectary! 

Casaubon. Those who dissentt from tho domi- 
neering party have always been thus stigmatized. 
When tho pope called Luther, and' afterward your 
majesty, by such an appellation, a small particle 
of learning might have shown him that the title 
better sdited himself. According to Oato, in his 
Treatise on Husbandry, Seetarim porous est qui 
gregem prmcedens ducit, 

James, lam truly and completely acatholic. How 
can ever the name be refused me without a mani- 
fest and gross injustice 1 acknowledging, as I dOfi 
the Three Creeds, the Four (Ecumenical Councils, 
and every doctrine taught as necessary to salVa- 
tion, in the four first centuries of Christianity. 
And being so in all sincerity, 1 could have wish^ 
that whatever leads to fellowship and concord were 


.tolerated and encouraged. « It Is not the inteteH 
of kidigs to^emr:^* the fore^laws inWehhfiiMi. 
(M this principle an j persuasion I numy 

prists to offices about fhy person, not ex|M«$t3iig 
that they would prepare for me such a olas^* 
fire so early in the season : yet, such is my ispMm 
peicb and conciliation, though 1 would rath^ keep 
them out of m:^ cellar and my kitthen* l lhould 
not however be loth to go ndth them^ l^ their 
priests wcHild allow me, to the communion-table. 

The Gospel says, this is my body: it does not say 
kotr. I am far from rnfiy with the maSs-ncudeer 
for knowing more about it than I do, or than my 
master chose to tell my betters, his ayostles ehd 
disciples, or for insisting on transubstafitiation^ 
the name of which was not in existence for some 
hundred years after he left the earth. ^ Let eveiy 
Christian take the sacrament : let families, friends, 
dependents, neighbours, take it together ; let each 
apply to it his oi^ii idea of its import and its 
essence. At a commemoration dinner, one would 
wish something which he does not see upon the 
table, another is desirous that the dish which stands 
before him were away ; yet suiely both may find 
that wherein their tastes agree ; and nothing, of, 
Vhat is present or of what is absent, can alter 
their sentiments as to the harmony of the meeting 
or the object of the entertainment. Such feelings, 
let me ascend from the little to the grea^ from 
the ordinary to the solemh, will the ch^tian's be 
at the sacrament of the eucharist. The mem^ 
of that day when it first was cele'brated, makes 
me anxious to open my arms toward all, and to 
treat the enemies of my throne with the charity 
of the Gospel. v 

We gratify our humours in sovranty, in Christi- 
anity our affections ; in this always our best, in 
thatt^c'ftan our worst. Y ou know not, M. Casaubon, 
how pleasant a thing it is to converse naturally, 
because you have always done so ; but we kings 
feel it sensibly, those at least among us to whom 
God hath vouchsafed a plain understanding, it 
is like un/o a removal from the curtained and 
closed chamber of sicknets, where every footfall is 
Buspendefd and measured, every voice constrained 
and lowered, into our native air again, amid the 
songs and piping of our shepherds, and the wilder 
and more exuberanft harmony of our woodlands. 
To you the whole intellectual world lies open : we 
must speak in epigrams or in oracles. The book 
however which I hold in my hand, teaches me 
that the practice idiould be laid asidh, and that 
we ought not to be ashamed of acknowledging a 
sort of relation, at home, with those whom in the 
house of God we call our brethren. If {.fail ra^er 
short of this,. I do not pretend to tell a xnan how 
he should sing, or how he should pronounee his 
langua'ge,, or upon which side he should lie in 
bed,* much less would I admonish him in what 
manner he should think on subjects which donoe|h 

* Yet never did king Interfere so minutely in the pri* 
vfite oonoems of his subjeote. Hero, mmeo are ii{»t to do, 
he olaims exemption fronr^the very failtng to which he 
was most liable. 
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lukt ma* Jijreiybody l^ow« tbai 1 am a great dgal 
nkm Hb^ a^4 metc^l than tb« lad/ who 
M W throne Wore me: yet enrely Tm 
iheth onghi tohaira been more tolerant 
^ those who believed too much; she who believed 
ilHtgaUants cpuld be in love with her at seventy. 
I would exelttde none ih>m the benefit of^llw, 
none fxoTSJ^ the ei^oyment gf dignity : I would 
eatabllah |bo .jbatholio j>eerB in that House, from 
whietf their friends (Smet and Catesby would, 
to serve their own purposes, have exploded them* 
W^t think you 1 • 

Ciowatt6o»* I see not how your M^esty can 
reaeive as zour counsellors, or indeed as any part 
of thosefwEo are to govern, judge, or administrate, 
men who profess that another has by right a 
greater power in this realm, not only than your 
Majesty, Mlt than all the three estates conjointly. 
They are bound to assist in placing the instruction 
of your people out of your hands : they are bound 
to murder yau if you resist the authority of the 
pope, or even if they are informed by him that such 
an action is of advantage to the Chtflfch : indeed any 
one may murder y<jo, let him only be persuaded by 
two or three factious but learned men that it is 
^sondubive to the interests of His Holiness. • 

Jattis. It is impossible that the common sense 
ofvinankmd shall pdlmit such a pest as popery to 
exist much longer ; but, there will be smoke and 
stench'ior some time afttr the explosion. So long 
as l^is nuisance is reeking on the earth, religion 
will be a prosttfcute^ civilization a starveling, and 
freedom a dishonest outcast and maimed beggar. 
This grieveth me : for it is only in kings’ palaces 
that freedom can be p jbperly educated and wor- 
• thily entertained. 

Casaubon. But, Sire I what security for the 
palace when the parliament-house is bloji'ii^p? 
Garnet being asked whether he held it lawful to 
extinguish the innocent with the guilty, answered 
in the affirmative, if as much advantage were 
derivable from it as would compensate for the loss 
of the unoffending. Murder then m||y be com- 
mitted, and even withoug advantage, fi^he Jesuit, 
the catholic in perfection, requires ‘only » balance 
of good, and reckons the murder itself as an 
indifferent and inoffensive method of obtaining it. 

James. The same doctor, another place, 
delivered it as his opinion that the exploit was 
not only lawful, but would even be a most glorious 
one indeed, if it eventually turned out well for 
motber-chupcb* Sbe hath been sharpening her 
teeth for us until some of the grinders begin to 
ache# the rest are loosening. This puts her 
into worse and worsje humour, and makes her 
look%glier^han usuat. 

What think you now *1 am T not liberal enough 
in all conscien<^, when I declare my rcafjiwess to 
admit her ohiidren about me, if theyVill only 
come without cutlery and crackers? 

Casaubon, If their conscience is not at their own 
disposal, can we reasonably hope that their consent 
Will be1 The question, which your Majesty hath 
ciieu, was not an idle nor a speculative one : it 


I briishedthe wi^to ihemnrdbr of two7n^.irffij? 

' Fianoep Heniy fh« Third and Fourth* ^he name 
itself o£ the fpnner was inserted in a thesis for 
iUukrai^; whether it were lawful to slay, fbr 
in8tance,«jp[enry the Third, after he had begun to 
be called a fyiant by a few seditious but learned 
men* Sueh are the expressions. 

Jamea Lamentable ! that the governments of 
Surope should have permitted such questions to 
be agitated by the clergy, to whom they least 
appertain, l^terminate the appointed and 
anointed* of the Lord ! It becomes us to seize, to 
Imprison, and to punish capitally, any religionist/' 
pope or other, who disseminates or countenances 
such bloody rebellion at once against king and 
God. 

Casaubon. The first attempt to murder the 
Prince of Orange was committed by one who 
carried in the same pocket with his pistol a string 
of prayers to the Virgin Mary and the angel 
Gabriel, and a catechism of the Jesuits. 

jemmei. The death of the Prince of Orange was 
commanded by a lawful king; and, although 
he might employ worthier instruments, he being 
anointed, and thereby judge supreme in his own 
cause, had an unquestionable right to inflict tbo 
penalty. bad disobedient subjects to deal 
with, instigated by the devil of democracy ; and 
the Prince of Orange was a ringleader of re- 
publicans, rank and riotous in his love of power ; 
which love I hold unlawful and ungodly in any 
under the throne. 

Casaubon. Sire! What I ventured to comme* 
morate was mainly in demonstration that not only 
Jesuits and Dominicans were assassins, but, under 
the influence of the same religipn, even kings 
themselves. ** 

Naj^, nay, nay, M. IsaacT A king may 
peradventure slay unadvisedly, rashly, wrathfully ; 
but aking can never bo an assassin, even though he 
should smite unto the death with his own right 
hand ; forasmuch as the Lord hath given him the 
sceptre in Israel. King Philip, of whom yqu 
made reference, did encompass and bring about 
the decease of his son Charles, and likewise of his 
brother (not uterine but smirious) John of Aus- 
tria, as many sound scholaj^nd rational thinkers 
do surmise : yet reverential awe hath alway stoo(b 
between him and that untoward appellation of 
assassin. Therefore, were it only for the sake of 
rhetoric and euI)hony, I do think I would cast 
about for some palatabjer word. It beseems and 
behoves the learned, nlbst of all, to hold their 
caps before their faces where any foulness^fi ; and 
not to see it ; but, if they have seen it, to put the 
same before their mouths, and never to let such 
expressions break out full-syllabled. As for the 
pope indeed, I do not acknowledge in him either 
mince or priest ; wherefore you may take him and 
Jacques Clement by the throat again, and deal 
wifh them condignly. 

Casaubon. Clement, being interrogated on the 
reasons why he undertook the perpetration of his 
atrocious crime, said plainly that lie did it because 
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preparing to aid fnd succour tiie 
{^testante in G«ntuin^; aad that, Inftndit^ 
th^by a thing oRbnstfe <to God, ho iva8»irorth^ 
of death ; he added, the pope it God, awUGoa it 
pope* • 

Jamee, Chxlst forgive xoel but I imi almoit 
&iii to cry ou^ Happy the people ifhose Qodi 
were leeks! Religion mover taughl^them that 
perfidy and murder are virtues. I apprehend 
that my intentions must be deferred. 0 Lord f 
preserve my life for thy gloiy lopreseire it for 
the union of Christians! Oasaubon, it is verily, 
^though we enter thereby into bliss, an ugly thing 
to die. The mall^ity of popery may soften : I 
should be sorry to inflict new pains and penalties. 

Casaulm. I would not inflict any: I would 
authorize no inabilities or privations for a differ- 
once in mere articles of faith : for instance, it 
would be tyranny or madness to declare a man 
incapable of beating the enemy because he be- 
lieves in transubstantiation : but I would exclude 
from all power, all trust, all office, whoever shoujid 
assert that any man has legitimate power of any 
kind within this realm, unless it repose in, or 
originate from, the king or parliament, or both 
united. According to confessors, no treason of a 
priest against a king is criminal. Kmmanuel 
Sa, in his guide to them, says, ''The rebellion 
of a priest against a king is not treason, because 
non estprincipi subjectus” ; and again : "Tyran- 
nice gubemans justum acquisitum dominium 
non potest spoliari sine publico judicio : lath vero 
sontentift potest quisque fi^ri executor.” 

James, Horrible I Christ says, Mt/ kingdom is 
mtof this world: the pope says, My kingdom is. 
Pius Y* excitedrio rebellion the subjects of Eliza- 
beth ; Clement YIII. (it is ludicrous to hear the 
titles of these 'ruflianB) ordered all the Ilomati 
Catholics, " quantum in ipsis esset, ut post Eliza- 
bethse obitum rex eligeretur, omni sanguinis pro- 
pinquitate spretfl.” For this purpose it was requi- 
site that the consciences of men should be modi- 
flfd ; and hence arose mental reservation, to which 
aU the' abominations of other religions, even of 
popery itself, are* trifles. Christ says, " Let your 
discourse be yea, yea^ nay, nay:” the Jesuit says, 
8upport.ed by the pope>v "The speech by equivoca- 
tion being saved from a lie, the same speech maybe 
without perjury, confirmed by o^th, or by any other 
way, though it were by receiving the sacrament, 
if just necessity so require.” Cannot a lie be cir- 
cuitous 1 Whatever is said in order to make a man 
believe an untruth, is a lie ; yet a Jesuit has no hesi- 
tation to swear it upon the eucharist ; and princes 
have no hesitation to let Jesuits be the instructors 
of youth ! Falsely have they been called the sup- 
porters of thrones : they never support them but 
when they can govern from them, by means of 
deluded or aflrighted princes. The papacy is tl^ 
guardian of governments as a bawd is the guardian 
of girls : for profit. Antonins Capelins, a Fr&n- 
ciscan friar, says that kings are imworthy of pre- 
siding over the ohureh of their dominions, in any 
way whatevei; ; and that God in the books of 


.Meses declares his dislike of ^em, 
Rudadkeno-^ohannes, a monk Of a trisi 
extols the of the Bmperer 

' insulting the dei^ body of his fisther, who had 
been disob^ent to the See of Rome. lB|e 
nions of these men are not private) they 
sanctioned fgmltaee supeHormtf by the doei^ of 
theqlogy, and by thcMshaneexy of the papalHBOii^ 
The spirit of their churob> has alifayi hed|^ ahd 
always wiU be the same, whenever it oaa exw^ 
its authority ; arrogant, intolerant, peraeeu^ng, 
unforgiving. Its poisoa has been subBmaM, 
and its froth and fWes have been condensed, ky 
the Jesuits. |} o 

Casaubon. It is singular and anomalous in the 
political world, that subjects should claim aright el 
appeal to foreign princes; and it is absurd to aigne 
that the appeal is made not to the prfiuoe but td 
the priest, when the person is invested with both 
characters, and acts in both. It was determined 
in the oounoU of the Laterm, by sevtoty bishops, 
in presence of the ambassadors of all the Chris- 
tian princes, that the Holy See held a jurisdiction 
in every ^dace ; that its authority extended over 
all ; that it was empowered to decide the causes^ 
‘of princes, to deprive them of their government, 
and to confer it on others at their own option. 
On this principle, in the exercise of this autho- 
rity, pope Zachar ias gavo the crown of France to 
Charles Martel, ejecting (i'hilpcric, and command- 
ing a whole nation to commit a peijtfry. 

James. What should I think if^'the fellows of 
Trinity college in Cambridge, or of Christchurch 
in Oxford, rose IVoni table, and shut themselves 
in their common-room foV the day, and sent me 
word the next morning that they had appointed ' 
a hea<l of the* church, enclosing his circular, 
wlq^^iif he ordcreth my obedience 1 
pure good will, I should diet and scourge the 
knjives into their sounder senses, clapping up 
their head-piece, with his tiara on, in my foolV 
hospital, and giving him the precedency in it he 
had claimid outside. And yet, M. Casaubon, the 
fellows of^ either collcgOMare better scholars and 
honestef^men, 1 trow, than your pediculous friars 
and parti-coloured bald-coot priests, iuto whose 
frowsy bodies, incrusted with libidinousness and 
blood, enters thatvUgion-spirit which overshadows 
and shakes the world. I have exorcised my three 
kingdoms ; and by the Lord 1 if such spirit en- 
croacheth, I will set those at him who shall leave 
him no easier a horn than AchelUifiids, and mo 
more tail than I have. 

Casaubon. It were an easy matter to prove that 
deacons, called subseque^ly oardipal-deaAons, 
have no rig^it to elect a pope ; that they warn- 
selves were not a corporate body many centuries 
ago, Invch less an elective one, hot rariier so 
many gourds sprung up in one dm'k night, with 
nobody then to heed, and nobody no# to plu^ 
them. 

James. Nay, but they have though. 

Casaubon. Bishops, priests, and deaesm wSm 
instituted by the apostles ; and what proves ml 
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Him tMr 111114 wi Sad no earehly#»nd fisible 
of^el^i^i itf this: on the decease of t^ 
tiv^lve^ the provincial puieaA elected thein^ not 
wMoull^e tuSBrages of thf) people. 

We hold back this latter part, 
MrCasanbont Hover let people know it. JIfil 
rell^Qiie haviL their secietii^andp conveniences. 
Saint eeveral pl^es, and particularly 

in histpi^ie th lolix we doyi indeed 

testi^ to ^ onstom you have cited. A bishop 
thus elected van initiated^to his ministry by the 
othir Mshi^ in the nearer dioceses ; and it was 
decreed in the council of Nicma, that no fewer 
than thipe%C them should attend on this occa- 
sion. Bonifacius the Third left the election to 
the priests and people, but usurped to himself the 
right, of confirming it. Afterward the emperor’s 
win and pleasure were consulted : Louis, the son 
of Charlemagne, was the first who waived the 
ceremony* Clpdinals were institated by pope 
Marcellus, to bury and baptize. That there was 
no regular nor certain method of Sleeting popes 
themselyes, is manifest by the Council holdcn at 
Home in 610, which established one : but the esta* 
lj4ishment hath been sapped and subverted. 

Ouauthn, The violation mentioned by your 
mfjesiy of this ordinance, and of that order 
made in the council of Niceea, are not the only 
ones. It was there determined that a bishop 
remoiipd from«a diocese could never be placed 
in another : which determination was unfixed by 
pope Anthems. 

James, Well, well : let them overturn and over- 
turn to their hearts* cou^nt, so that what they 
oreitum do not fall against our shins. .My bishops 
see no harm in removals, which they designate by 
the auspicious name of trans-kUion, It weressuc^ 
prudent on my part, and more to the purpose, to 
touch upon the popes again, • 

Ccuaubon, Your Majesty needs not be reminded 
that, according to papal infallibility, eve^ poten- 
tate in Europe is base-born. v 

James. How 1 do you me|n spurious, or%ierely 
that be can be traced by genealogists to a low 
ongini , 

(Jasaubom I nlean a bastard, or the descendant 
of one ; which, as affecting his right ^he crown, 
is the same thing. Innocent IIL prohibited mar- 
riages within the seventh degree of affinity : by 
wliich prohibition there not only is no crowned 
head, but no ig^bleman in Europe, who is not a 
bastard or the descendant of one. What an im- 
mense field, what a forest, what a new world for 
absolution ! wlmt a mine d gold throughout the 
whole eHent, afl lying off the surface ! 

Jeme^ Yet those divines who prohibfted mar- 
riages within the seventh degree, pnt a niece jnto 
bed with her uncle, ^r an aunt into a nephew*if, and 
tucked them np and wished them pleasant dreams. 
Show ine the same.firandulence in any other 
religion, the same venality and impudence in the 
priesthood, and yon slmll nave my crown for your 
pains,; Master Isaac, and the head that is under 
it to 


Cmotboa^ Sire, It is easier to find flaws in the 
nv^of in&Uibiiity. At lift Connell of Chalcedon 
it was eesolved that the sees of Constantinople 
and Komeashouid possess equal authority. One 
centuxy later a Council was convoked by the 
exnperor Justinian at Constantinople, where the 
patriarch pfbsided, and ifo bishop of the Latin 
church' attended; none of them understanding 
Greek an.^ more than they do now. In 680 
another Co . noil was assembled there under Con- 
stantine the Bearded, who himself presided at it, 
placing on his right the patriarchs of Constanti- 
nople and Antioch, on his left the deputies of 
Jerusalem and Rome. It was there that pope 
Honorius was condemned. In 879 pope John the 
Eighth declared that all are Judahs who assert 
tlie Holy Ghost to proceed from the Father and 
the Son. 

James, Another short vacation for Infallibility! 

Casaubon. In 1215 a General Council was holden 
in Saint John Lateran, by pope Innocent the 
Third, forbidding the establishment of religious 
orders. - 

James, The greater part of them, methinks, 
have been founded since. 

Casaubonjelt was not until this Council that 
the doctrine of Transubstantiation was established. 

James, The only intelligible sense of it is what 
Christ’s vicar gave, when he took away the sub- 
stance of the Count of Toulouse and transferred it 
to himself. Lo ! here is a practical kind of tran- 
Bubstantiation, in whicl%hiB successors l^ve had 
perpetual practice and are admirably expert. 
These gentles care neither for bishops their 
equals, nor for synods their superiCrs. A ptpe, 
like the Qlaucus of antiquity, has taken his leap, 
and from a fisherman is become a god. Ho may 
advise and enlighten; he may also command 
and fulminate : a favourite designation of one 
among supematur^ powers which he arro- 
gates to &aself from the Divinity. 

CWaii6o». By a less exertion, he might trans- 
fuse in a perennial stream his wisdom and his 
holiness into a succession of bish^s: hence ap- 
peals to Rome would be unnasessary. Power is 
always the more immoderate tnd the more jealous 
when it rises out of usurpation ; but those who 
contend for liberty of any kind should in no 
instance be its abettors. If the popes had been 
conscientious or decently honest men, if they 
could have abstained fro«n laughing in their» 
sleeves when they called themselves the sueoes- 
sors of Saint Peter, if they could have been con- 
tented with his quiet mediocrity of fortune, his 
dignified and righteous exercise of authority, 
their influence upon sound consciences would 
have been greater and more permanent; and 
neither would rape and incest and the abomina- 
tions of Lampsaous and Crete have been com- 
mitted* in their closets, under the images of the 
saints and under the lamp of the Virgin ; nor 
would forbearance from evil and activity in good 
be postponed to frogs and flounders,. to horse- 
hair, hemp, and ashes, or prayers to the dead for 
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the dead. Pope John 22 eatablislied a Ariff for 
tins: and If Leo X. pnolished in like manii^ a 
Brief containing one, it did not, aa man^ma^e, 
bring about 4Ae Reformation, which, in the midst 
of general depravity, it was likelier to prevent. 

Jmm, But it was a stinkpot in the hands alike 
of the pious and of the'^*ambltioaB, Buying about in 
opposition to the thuribule, and a piece of fhmi* 
ture from the same chamber. 

Cmauhon. Enormity was not taken into the 
• account. Impurities and incesti^ the least like]y 
to be committed, paid least.* 'Hiat which deso- 
lated the house of (Edipus, and filled Greece with 
horror and dismay, was compounded for at the rate 
of six shillings; while that incontinence, which 
peradventure might be committed by two persons 
who happened to have the same sponsor at bap- 
tism, cost them sixteen. For this is incest too, 
according to the Deeretalt: according to the 
authority of men whose interest is threefold: 
first, to increase the number of sins; secondly, 
to split them artificially, and to plant them like 
the cuttings of vines in longhand well-laboured and 
well-manured trenches ; and thirdly, to facilitate 
the means of atonement. 

Javm. I would not say openly, for evil might 
come therefrom, that popes might as rationally 
deduce their origin from Julius Caesar as from 
Simon Peter ; yet I will declare and protest that 
the religion they attempt to impose on us resem 
oles more Julius’s than Peter’s; and that the 
means .they employ t* get into office are the 
same as his ; which, after he had rained his estate 
by debauchery, would, if he had failed to bribe 
his’electors, liave left him without a penny in his 
pouch. Lei- me rather mind my own matters: 
I have nothing to do with crimes out of my king- 
dom. But mine these audacious robbers will not 
let me call it, if they can hinder me ; these in- 
festers of the king’s higfi-road, through England, 
through Europe, and beyond. 

CaeauUm.. Infallibility was never claimed by the 
bishops of ^me, nor ever thought of, until they 
were sufficiently powerftil for the assertion of any 
falsehood and an^ usurpation. Pope Honorius, 
in later times, gaVb his sanction to the Betbesis 
of Sergius, which was accepted by a synod con- 
voked under him : it was '•declared heretical by 
his successors. Where was then Infallibility ? 

A question for more important to kings and 
^nations lies before u.,.' The Cardinal Bellarmin, 
unable to confote the slightest of your remon- 
strances, came forward in his master’s name, 
threw down the key of Peter and took up the 
sword, cutting short the question between you, 
and asserting that the king of England is also in 
temporals the pope’s feudatory and subject. After 
this, according to the constitution, your majesty 
may declare rebels all adherents of the nope in 
any way whatever, all who hold direct or indirect 

^ The list entitled Teutas PetnUentiaritTf the genuine- 
ness at wblpTt publication has been denied, was edited at 
Purls by ToiMsaln Denis, 1520, and at V-«tnice In the 
^anus Juri»: 


oomiftuniciition with him, all who or gm 
fetolligenoe for thq^foithdRiiioe of m maciiiim* 
uons and designs. * 

Jama, The pope has msigr tme and jMoansM 
fo^ hostility against ns : the truest and jiistes^'is 
tiiis : the Reformation has shown that bishops are 
appointed by the soeulsr power, though jolected 
by the spiritual, at Jeast^ fomu KoWishe maj 
be frightened at the apj^tlon of somelnlghi^ 
prince in armour, who, although surrounded by the 
clouds and fogs of hlC' native superstition, calls 
upon his own bishops to nominate one, and gives 
his sanction to their nomination. this prin- 
ciple Rome may receive her bishop at hfo hands. 

One thing is plain and demonstrable from the 
Scripture, and atoits no doubt nor equivocation, 
nor can it be interpreted with more Or less force ; 
which is, that the guides of Christians must 
abstain altogether from political concerns. 

Camvbon. May not that, sire, afigset the bishope 
as lords in pimliament 1 

,7ama. They sit there only to give their counsel 
on such discipline as may bq propounded for the 
clergy. Hence they are called lords spiritual ; two 
very good words, although rather strange together. 

If any one of mine in his pruriency sliould cost 
his wild eye askance, an^' ruffle his mane and 
neigh and snort to overleap this boundary, I 
would thrust the bibld into his mouth forthwith, 
and thereby curb bis extravagance. For, M. 
Isaac, we do possess this advantage : our bishops 
acknowledge in spirituals the sole authority of 
that sacred book : whereas your papist, when you 
push him, slinks off l^om it as he lists, now to 
one doctor, now to another, now to saint, now to 
father, now fo confessor; and, as these retire from 
and will have nothing to say to him or for 
him, he has recourse to tradition, which is any- 
ivherc or nowhere. If you follow him up into this 
whispering-gallery, and press him closer, he files at 
your throat, and swears (by God’s help) he will 
throttjie you. 

Casdvbon. The Erglish have reflected at all 
times more intensely on religion than any other 
jx^ople in the universe, and began the earliest to 
examine its innovations and abuses. TheTriafo^tfs 
of Wicklif * k the first important work publisbod 
in this country, and few more impor^t have 
been published since. 

Jama. I do not like Wicklif : he would make 
men equal : let me hear no more cf him. Bishop 
Reginald Peacock went exactly fiir enough. He 
resisted the authority of the pope, and refuted 
the doctrine of transul^Btantiation, with several 
other papalities, and particularly tlliose ptganisms 
which Tigilantitts, in ancient times, buffeted and 
exploded. 

C^vhon, The council of Trent hath defined 
and settled all the questions at issue in the Roman- 
Catholic creed ; so that popes can pretend to in- 
culcate nothing new for the friiure. Matters of 
discipline are likewise fixed. The appoi ntment to 

^ This book was first printed without date, and wrftlSB 
about the year 1360. P^ioock flourkbed a eentur.v 
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dig&itiei^ of eveiy degree, may be 
lafel^reiltmied to tbe.xiaftrc hlerarohjin etch 
kingdom. ^ Year has a right to demand 

ji^myonrBoman-ChthoUc subjects, that no papal 
wdli .no o^r, brief, decree, or mandate ofVmy 
kind, hereafter be received in ymir dominions. 

11irou||L<vilt the Christian world the popes have 
stipu&te^with usuzpdrs foV almost every acoession 
of authority and power. Bonifheius llL obtained 
from the emperor Phoyw, who had assassinated 
hk master and benefSsetor Mauritius an imperial 
Bescript, ordering that he should be styled Cffcur 
nftntous, #hich ^e papists interpret Universal 
Bishop? Mauritius had resolved to confer the 
title on the patriarch of Constantinople; but 
Gregory, %t that time Bishop of Rome, opposed 
it, "uring Christian freedom,” says Eusebius, 

and declaring that he could not assent to it; 
for that no l^op ought to arrogate to himself 
the style ana dignity of Universal Bishop.” ♦ In 
the ]^t the church received with scorn and 
anger the intelligence of this usurpation : and 
the spirit of disedrd, which never breathed so 
violently and uninterruptedly in any other reli-*| 
gion, and which never h^ intermitted a moment 
in the sixteen cenliiirles since peace and good- 
will were first proclaimed to mankind, induced 
an Arab to collect a feT% of his countrymen, dis- 
banded and ^defrauded by Heraclius, and to 
preimh among tjjjiem plainer doctrines. Provinces, 
kingdoms, empires, gazed, trembled, and bowed 
before him : !l^ligions, old and young, seceded 
and slank away : not a camel crossed the desert with 
^ grain of incense. Wfile Arians and Catholics 
were fighting for Christ against the coxnmand of 
Christ, the most populous and civilised parly^f 
the world revolted from both standards. 

Jant&t. To establish things as now constituted, 
it was necessary to reverse the prophecy of Isaiah, 
and instead of making the rough smooth to make 
the smooth rough. % 

Gagaubon, Hence we fin^ perpetually the terms, 
pernicious errors, impious doctrines, execrable 
heresies, and rarely a word about the perniciousness, 
impiety, and execrableness, of cruelty, malice, frau- 
dulence, lust, avarice, and ambj/:;l^u. Hence the 
people are not permitted to read m their houses 
the precepts of our Saviour, but are ordered to 
believe the legend of Saint Handkerchief or Saint 
Bleventhousand ; to embrace the faith of a hot- 
headed enthu&ast who tells us he believes a thing 
because it is impossible, and to place confidence 
in a lying old dotard who asserts that he filed his 
teeth in order4o speak Hebrew. 

Januii. It must be confessed, his folloVers have 
sharpened theirs for worse purposes. Mahomet, 
of whom you w^ speaking, borrowed the best of 
his doctThies from the Christians, and the. Chris- 
tians the worst of theirs from him. Pope John 
the eighth declared that they who died fighting 
against the infidok should obtain the entira 

* Orta mt contentio* 4 m. Canionit Chxon : L. 4. p. S7S. 

VehetSslSia 


ibm. whoever wished to corn- 
mit a^rape or murder, had only to make htwie 
and to mn fiem one holy city to the other. As 
the predecessors of pope John clipped something 
frrom the older religions, so pope J ohn crooked his 
finger and filched thesd spi^ and hitoxlcatlng 
comforts from the goatridn of the Arab. 

CoMubon, Among the various religions that 
have been established in the world, the papal is 
the only one which, as though it wished toridioul^ 
and parody the Athanasian creed, insists that a 
kingdom shall have two magistrates,* that 
nevertheless one of these shall be stipertbr to the 
other, and that he of right is so who has never 
seen the country, never will see it, never had 
parentage or progeny or land or tenement in it f 
that a kingdom neither conquered nor hereditaiy, 
neither bequeathed nor surrendered by itself 
must admit an alien arbitrator whenever it 
pleases him to raise a question, and that this 
alien arbitrator shall always give an irreversible 
verdict in his own favour ; lastly, that a kingdom, 
to the detriment of its defence, of its sgriculturey 
of its commerce, of its population, of its inde- 
pendence, shall raise a body of men for the service 
of this intruder, unlimited in number, enormous 
in expenditure, which he alone shall discipline, 
he alone shall organise, he alone shall direot and 
control Mahomet left a family, and was fiir 
from deficient in impudence, but he wanted the 
assurance to claim for^his own successors what 
the pretended ones of St. Peter claim for theirs : 
here however we have somewhat worse than 
common absurdity, or than comifton arrogance, 
to contend with. ^ 

Jemgg. A harlot was not contented with de- 
bauching your servants, with getting drunk at 
your expense, and with picking your pocket of 
some loose money every time you approached her : 
she became impatient for your strong-box and 
title-deeds, and invoked the blessed Virgin to 
witness that, unless she had them, you should 
never, as she hoped for salvation, leave the room 
alive. She now is angry th;^ you have turned 
her off; is ready to bring attestations by the thou- 
sands, that she is fairer and cleaner and safor 
than any other ; rerpinds you, as peculiar to he^ 
self, that you my eqjoy her as well asleep os 
awake, as well by proxy as in person ; complains 
of your levity and violence, boasts of her sweet 
temper, afiection and fidelity ; pouts, pant\ «nd 
swells, and swears that neither yon nor yours 


* CasauUm mnit be euppoeed to mean two magiatratee 
ea<;h of whom pretended to power independently of the 
other. For In Sparta were two klnge ; and in Japan wa« 
akind of pope, reported to poaaSaR an equal authority with 
the canperor. Where any enoh roag^Stiate existd, a short 
time is requiaite for hie growth Into inordinate power ; 
where there is a hierarchy there will be usurpation. The 
Japanese pope, or dairo, is reduced to order, and his chief 
priTileges are, the keeping of twelve wives, with as many 
concubines as are necessary for the prosperity of the ctste 
and the interests of religion. The niinitief of tliese, »o 
doubt, would be diminlehed if no serious danger were to be 
apprdiended from the example of innovutiuii. 
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iMl ^ter her hou^o ag^xr. I see not il^reifore 
wimi ire w do better than to cot her eihd 
put her decently to bed, slipping oi\t of the 
door ^th as little noise as possible. 

CoMuIxjn, Rather should we act so in eveiy 
case, than exchange a pbdge with the^perfidious, 
or reason with the unreasonable. 

James, Nicodemus asked our Saviour how can 
uhtB§ things be? and his divine instructor beard and 
answered him with complacency : put the same 
^question to his vicar, issuing ft'om some mountain 
monastery or some suburoan lane, and the fellow 
will illuminate you with a cartload of faggots. 

The French displayed long before the English 
a resolution to defend the prerogatives of royalty 
against the usurpations of the Popedom. Vigi- 
lantiuH,iifore cited,a Frenchman by birth, although 
a bishop in Spain, condemned the celibacy of 
priests, the adoration of relics, and the lighting 
of lamps and candles by day in churches. Pierre 
Bruis, neither less intelligent nor less holy, took 
up and maintained his doctrines, which had 
languished six centuries, and taught them for 
twenty years at Toulouse. He was burned alive : 
for the Roxpan shepherds have not j>nly their 
shears but their tar-pot. Henri le Moine followed 
his doctrine, and preached the words of his master 
with such good effect, that half the nation came 
back again from Rome to Christ. At the same sea- 
son flourished Valdo, as you remember, and trans- 
lated the Bible into French. His followers, called 
by his name arid by thdo of Albigenses, carried | 
this precious treasure through more than the third ! 
and fourth generation, and yielded it up only with j 
their lives to the God who gave it. Indulgences 
were in vain neld fortli to this poor and lonely 
remnant of the apostolic church. Nicolas Oremus, 
plucking up courage by example, wrote to prove 
that the Papacy is Antichrist, and translated anew 
the Holy Scriptures into French, by order of king I 
Charles the Fifth. Under the next of that name 
the sberetary Maitre Alain wrote his t^omnium 
Vimdarium; hr which I hope, rather than for 
any other work, my kinswoman Margaret, wife of 
the Dauphin, gav/i^im a kiss upon the mouth 
while ^it is said) he lay asleep. 

The greatest blow of all was received in 1396, 
when the Sorbonno decreed that the two contend- 
ing popes might box it out by themselves, and 
that the people of France should have nothing to 
do with either. In pursuance of which resolution 
the kingdom w’as exempit from papal jurisdiction 
three whole years. In soberer times, when the 
popes were neither in the cockpit nor upon the 
perch, we have proofs before us that the French 
knew how to clip their combs, shorten their tails, 
and, cleanse their plumage. To pretermit the 
vigour and firmness of Philippe le Bel, who bhmt 
the Bull of Boiilfacius the Eighth in the streets of 
Paris by the hands of the hangman, and, having 
seized his IhUnm at Anagni, would have treated 
him with as little ceremony, had he not been 
rescued, Giovanni Buonacorsi of Lucca pub* 
lisbed, under the reign of Louis the Twelfth, a 


I proposition that the pope waa above jft 

I te jiporals. The parl^amenst of Paris coadeiimedi 
i him to be stripped of his (Conical drei^, to on 
j one of green and yellow, to cany a ooiidie of 
saix^ colour, to confess before the image of the Vi^* 
gin Maty t^w proposition waseoiitmry to the 

Roman-catholic religion, ami to ask )>ardon of the 
king, of justice, and bf the people : of the |A^ple, 
because hdhad put their souls in danger ; else the 
parliament of Paris was always xqost discreet in 
its consignment of liberty ; not leaving any in 
places where it might do harm, and placixtg it 
abundantly in the king’s treasury, to be (^tribulOd 
at his royal will and pleasure. The debtors of 
that country, and none but doctors and princes 
are fit to handle the subject, are unan^ous that 
law and liberty, like offices and honours, can ema- 
nate only from the throne. 1 throw out this in 
friendship and generosity, M. Oasanbon, feeling 
that you, bom and educated as J^ou were at 
Geneva, might think erroneously upon a point 
which the nicest hand can not separate from reli- 
gion, and loving you with all uy heart, and most 
anxious for your welfare and salvation. ^ 

Casa/uhon, Sire, I will think thereupon. . 

James, Friend Casaubon, do you speak in the 
I royal sense of tlie word or in the popular 1 Wo 
I kings, when wb say to parliament or other foU 
that we will think upon’ anything, mean always 
that we will dismiss it from our thoUghts. ^ 

Casanhoti. That would not be easy to do with 
the words of your Majesty. 

Jaraes, We have already seen and examined the 
anarchal doctrines of th\^ popish priesthood, and^ 
can never be surprised at any atrocity committed* 
by a sect, the only one since the creation of the 
wbi(*ld, by which fratricide has been protected. 
Jujm Diaz, in the memory of some now living,* 
we^ murdered in Nuremberg at the instigation of 
his brother Alfonso, for having adopted the doc- 
trine of t^^e apostles in preference to the glosses 
of the pf pes. His murderers were imprisoned in 
the jail of Inspruck : ^th^ Emperor Charles V, 
stopped the proceedings, under the pretext that he 
himself would take cognisance of them at the 
approaching diet. 1 know not whether the facts 
have been divu%&ted. 

Casaubon, The whole history of the assassination 
has been published in Latin, under the name of 
Claudius Senarclasus. I possess one of the few 
copies that have escaped the seaifthes made in 
order to suppress them. Medals were coined by 
order of Gregory XIII. to commemorate Saint 
Bartholomew’s day ; on ene side is the pppe, on 
the others is the slaughter. He commanded it 
alsQ to be painted in the Vatican, where the paint- 
ing siy 1 exists.. In popes no atrocity is marvel- 
lous or remarkable ; but how painful is it to find 
a scholar like Muretus exulting in, a massacre ! 
Horatius TurselUnua, another eminent scholar, is 
another proof among thousands that literatures 
the tamer and subduer of barbarism,, can not pene- 

♦ 1M& 
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iluu; a \mrt lmm«rHed is thii fl^ng^ujjleistl- C^Omsbos ! I blush to reflect fhat disslmu* 
tiott. ^ ' la(^ is seesatsry ip maintenance of peace 

Imui Turfiellinns is nst so rapturous as j^nre* d rdiiten rag covers worse rottenness ; remove it^ 
i\is, but he counts iheVumber of the viotiins irith anfl %alf the woM is tainted with infidelity. In 
a A^te and calm plessare. Bngiadd, in HoUandj in any country where lai^o 

^ Cmmbm. Spondamis, In his AuHaHu^ ad are equitable and morals pure, how often wohk. 
Jnnalet S<mmii, represents a similar scene on a these Eminenees and Halineum l^ve clasped the 

smWler,iScido, exhibited iHro centuries ago in the * ^ 

VajleUina, under the auspices of the Bnke of 
Ferii^ governor of the Milanese foi*the Spanish 
king. ** Oatholioi, mense J nlio, omnes CalvhiistaSj 
tarn incolas qulun exilros, ooeidunt.’’ 

Jamet, Is it not wonderful that an ignorant, 

%idioa^%nd ferocious priest, covered wifh fllth 
and fermin, being hail^ as another Ood by some 
dozens of the same cast, instantly treats kings as 
his infeiiiors and subjects, and is obeyed in a 
country like this, highminded, free, and enlight- 
ened 1 Is there anything inoro irrational or more 
bumiliatii^ in the worship of the Delai-Lamal 
Far othemse : he is innocent, gentle, and bene 


whipping post, and wim how much more fervency 
than they clasp the cress ! Beltannin must ha%^ 
been convinced : ho must have struggled against 
his conscieifbe: heated with that conflict, he 
advances the more outrageously against me. • 
CoMaulon. Bellarmin thiowB all your arguments 
into the fire, and assumes a fiercer attitude, not 
from any resentment at being convinced, for con- 
vinced he was long before, but on the principle 
that, when we are tired of parrying, we thrust. 
Tour Mi^eaty has now a declared competitor for 
the throne : but Parliament will provide, if the 
statute of Queen Elizabeth is insufficient, the 
means necessary to maintain your possession, 
ficent ; no murderer, no instigator to assaasinations, ^On the compliance of your Roman-Catholic sub- 
no approver of massacres*, no plunderer, no extor- ^ects with such conservatory statutes, nothing can 
tioner, no vender of pardons, no dealer in dispen- be so unjust or so needless, as to exclude from the 
satipns, no forestaller and regrater of manna frpm I rights of citizenship, or from the dignities of state, 
heauen or of palms from paradise, no ringdropper a body of men who believe not differently from 
of sacraments, n<%8courcr of incests, no forger, no your M^esty, but more. 

Popeiy is an amalgam of every religion and 
every institution by which mankind in all coun- 
tries under heaven had been subjugated. Not 
only the Egyptian and Syrian, the Bmmin and 
Persian, the Phrygian and Greek, but even the 
Druidical, was foun^ useful in its structure ; and 
thereupon were erected the fulminating batteries 
of Excommunication. This, which satisfied and 
satiated the ferocity of the most ferocious race 
among men, satisfied not the 'papal priesthood. 
They conducted their Inquisition far beyond it, 
extinguishing, as they wont, all other liglits tlian, 
such as served foi; illusion. In Spain they suc- 
ceeded perfectly ; nearly so in Italy ; in France the 
machine stuck. and miscarried. The vivacity and 
courage of the French, and their felicity in ridi- 


betrayer.t 

* The following wordA^re part of an oration addressed 
bphlni to Gregory, in the name of Charles IX.. on the 
celfbratlon oflhis festival. 

** O nootem illam inemorabiloin,et in fastis cxlmlsB aliou- 
jus note adjectione algnandain, qiice paueorum tediUotO' 
mm interitu regem a priosonti cedis perioulu, regnum a 
perpetut civllium belloijiim formldlne, llberavit! Quft 
quidem noote stellas cquidem ipsas luxisse solito nitidiha 
arbltror, et flumen Bequanam mujores undas volvistto, quo 
oitihs ilia Impurorum hominum cudavera cvolveri*t et 
exoneiaret in mare ! O felioissiniam rauZiefunvvCatha- 
rinam regts matrem ! fta” 

Such are the expressions of Sfuretus, as the moSi agree- 
able he could deliver to the successor of him who pro- 
claimed on oui'th peace, good will towai'd men. This 
language of Charity had been corrected ^ InfuIIihility, 
and altered to pax hotninibui . . bona voluti^Ut: terms on 

which a massacre ia a cominentary. * i ' j • • i x lu t xr x- 

Hto word, on the um. oocarion are thaw »“ (Ircorlu. niimicry, kept thorn jip from Buffocation 

XHI delude pontifex aummus patrum studiis elecius; and submersion. The strong moral principle of 
Oi(ju» pontfficatHi initia latiora lalut de Parisiemi 
Hvffonotortm cade ntmohut /tcil. Per ocoaafonem nnp- 
tlarum regie Navarri, CalviniaSisproceres Jiissu Franci 
regia oppress! ad LX millia Parisiis oesa traduntur.” 

'I'reitohery in the mask of Festivity, Murder in that of 
Iteltgiun, are thus uongmtuloted and applauded. 

t Almost the only K(wd. or rather aliiiobt the only eessa- 
tiem of oviff peitiiltted by Catholic princes, is the abolition 
♦•f ihe Jesutts, tvliich must however be ooiisidercfd ns 
merely the dismiHsal of old servants grown insolent. 

Pi luces still nialntaiued and supported the Inquisition. 

I>u(dnK the period of tlilfse two institutions, more miscliief 
has been dune to mankind by their religion, than by alt 
the ifther religions that have existed in the world. Thu 
Jjenuits taught yontb, but only to a certain aptPvery oir- 
ciiinscribed extent, and their principal ddgma was the 


the English, their serioul^ temper, their habit of 
long reflection, their iffirescrvcd confidence jnc 
in another, their dauntless practice of delivering 
their opinions, their liberality in accepting and 
exchanging them, and, upon these, the attempering 
countenance of your Majesty, will deprive the papal 
• 

hangmen, on beggarly enthusiasts and base ImjiOHtors, 
Look at* the two masterpieces of the pencil ;* tne Trans- 
figuration of Raphael and the. St. Jerome of Coreggio : can 
anything be more inoongruoiis, anything more contrary to 
truth and history ? We may t>e persuaded that the little 
town of Sicyon produced a greater number of masterpieces 
than alt the modem world. The sculptors of Sicyon are 
celebrated, the painters not ; but sculpture was never 


lugitiniacy of fuisehood : hence knowledge and virtue |%rought to perfection anywhere until drawing was ; and 
have sttflTered wonw from them than from the most pro- vip are Instructed by the defeet In our (mn tohof>l, how 
fligate and ignorant of the other confruternitles. much rarer and more difficult is this part. In landscape 

Cattioliofsm is tliecausek we are informed, why sculpture onl>', where superstition has no influence, are tha 
knit {minting were revived} It is more certainly the cause moderns to be thought on a level with the ancienta 
wily they have made no progress, and why they have Clande and Titian, Cuyp and Hobblma,. were prohaMy net 
b«^n employed on Ignoble obJeota; on aoourgera and excelled. . 
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poiHon of id efnmlation and aetivii^. an on the 487 of .Pentecost. He i»d expteMiiil in Um 

jet munnured ; but if yguTg M^estj will cease to Tojige a deep*^ragret at the death of the 
notice them^ they will die awaj. There is nh echo ir^^might here instrwcted hhn in the mjsterlee, 
bnt from repercussion; no repercussion buffrom andVho, the only time he oonversed with him, 
some place higher than the roice. Thd scourge recommended to him sealoutij ibeirorship of th^. 
cl reason and humanity, left upon the ground liring Qod. He was constant in hii deai^ to be 
awhile, will break in the hand of the fM who edified, and immediately on his debarkaUon was 
stdlces hard therewith : has already lost much . conducted to the* oath^ral. He dbseiredf* the 
of its wei^t and snppleness. i eletation of the Host with •imperturbable ^vo* 

j tion, and an utter indifference to the fiattedng 
Gasanbon here finished his disoodrse, and James I whispers of the fairest among the ilKithfhl ; such 
made no farther obsenration. Sucb was his simpli- 1 as, ^0 the sweet jonquil<^loured skinf^ 0 the 
city, he really had imagined that reason and truth, | pretty piercing black eyes ! 0 the charming long 
urged so forcibly by would alter the system ! twisted tail ! and how finely those fldworsstndbircfii 
and ooncilitate the goodwill of the papal court, and ! and butterflies are painted upon his trowserS I and 
that it would resign a wide dominion for a weighty look at that leopard in the centre ! it seems alire.* 
argument. He stroked his beard, licked softly the ! When the service was over, and the Apshbishop 
extremities of his whiskers, ejaculated, sighed, | was mounting his carriage-step, he ran after him, 
and sate down quietly. He was, notwithstanding, ; and, with eyes half-closed, bit him gently by the 
in a frame of mind capable of receiving with calf of the leg. Vociferations wore raised by the 
satisfaction wliatever co^d derogate from the ! attendants, &e soldiers, and the cong^gation, ill 
dignity of the Boman-Cathollc rites, when Arch^- ' accordant with sanctity, and wronging the moral 
bald IMngle, one of hia pages, entered the apart- 1 character and pious disposition of the Japanese, 
ment. These however the good prelate quieted, by waving 

"Archy,” said his Mijesty, who was fond of ! Ips hand and smiling with affability. The^neo- , 
such abbreviations, remember to have chidden j phyte was asked what induced him to bite the 
you for a wicked little story you told me last ! archbishop by the leg : he answered, that he 
winter, touching a Japanese at Bouen* Come ! wished to pay the living God the same reverence 
now, if you can divest it of irreverence, I would and adoration as the livjng God had paid the 
foln hear it repeated. I think it a subject for the dead one. 

disquisition of my bishops, whether the pagan ** See now,” cried James, “ the result of ^ro* 
sinned or not, or whether, if he sinned, his &ith : claiming that the pope is God upon earth. It led 
was of a nature to atone for it.” j this poor heathen, who amid such splendour and 

Such were really, if not the first thoughts, those ' prostrations might well mistake an archbishop for 
however which now arose in the king's mind, a pope, to the verge of an abyss, dark, predpitoua, 
The page thus began his narration. and profound, as any that superstition hath opened 

\ young Japanese was brought over to Bouen in his own deplorable country.” 

MABCHESE PALLAVICINI AND WALTER LANDOR. 

At Albaro near Genoa I rented the palace of ; PaUaricim, You had begun, sir, to say some* 
Hforche^ Pallavicini. While he was presenting thing which interested me, in reply to my inquiry 
the compliments on my arrival, the wife of his how you liked our scenery. I shall derive much 
bailiff brought m^e fish and fowl from the city, and more satisfaction from your remarks on our archi- 
poured upon the tabl^a basketful of fruit. tecture and gardens, than you can derive from 

Lawior, The walk Las tired you, my good my recital of an inhumanity. It is fidr and 
Woman. The hill indeed is rather steep, but it is reasonable, and in the course of t^gs, that we 
short, ,and you appear, like the generality of should first arrive at that which may afford m 
Genoese countrywomen, strongly built. pleasure, and not flag toward it wearied and sad- 

Pallariicini, She has been frightened. When dened, and incapable of its ei\joyment. 
thecNeapolitans and English landed here in the Landor, I am pleased, as I observed, by the 
Bay, she, iu childbed. palace opposite, not having seen in Italy, until 

Jbandur. Poor woman ! the ahurm must have now, a house of any kind with a span of turf 
been great indeed, before yon knew that the before it. Like yours anduthat opposite, |^y 
general was an Englishman. generally euproach on some lane, following its 

Ah dr ! was all she replied. windings and angles, lest a single inch of ground 

Signor Marchese, do inform me what ^e moans, shoulff he^ bat ; and the roofii fight for the centre 
PaUameinu It is better to forget if we can the of the road. I am inclined to believe that the 
calamities of war, which usually are the heavi^ number of houses of which the fronts are uneven, 
in the most beautlfiil countries. is greater than of the even ; and that there are 

l^indor. Indulge me however in my request more cramped with iron than unoramped. These 
Cariosity is pardonable in a stranger, and, led by deformities are always left visible, though the 
humanity, is admissible to confidence. house is plastered, that the expended oh the 
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troE labour nay be evident If an Ita&n oi "0 fton Pepino I** cried t ; « the French, who 
eondition ependa a lii% lig must be seen in abl^r whatever is oldf add whatever is great, 
«]^ndit; his stables, hit laundry, his domestics, have Bpuced it; the Austrians, who sell their 
^ peasants, must strike the eye toother: hi& fortresses « and their armies, nay, sometimes 
p%sty mnst have witnesses like his will. Evgy their daughters, have not sold it ; must it fall I 
tree is aecursed, as that of which the holy cross Shall the cypress of Eoma be without a ri^'al { 1 
was fthricatedt} and ought to d»e s^ept away. Yoi hope to ha^e left Lomball-dy before it happens; 
are suieij the most diospitable people in th< for, events which you will tell me ought never to 
world ; tvyen that edifice which derives^its exist* interest me at all, not only do interest me, but 
enoe and its name from privacy, stands exposed make me (I confess it) sorrowful,” 
and wide^pen to the* stranger, wherever i ^ Who in the world could ever cut down a linden, 
stands at alh or dare in his senses to break a twig from oflT one 1 * 

When l^esided on the Lake of Como, I visited To a linden was fastened the son of William Tell, 
the palnee of Marchese Odeschalchi. Before i when the apple was cloven on his head. Years 
swelled in maijesty that sovran of inland waters afterward, often did the father look higher and 


behind it was a pond surrounded with brickwork^ 
in which about twenty young goldfish jostled and 
gasped for room. The Larius had sapped the 
foundation of his palace, and the Marchese had 
exerted all his genius to avenge himself : he com* 
posed this bitter parody. I inquired of his cousin 
Don Pepino who conducted me, when the roof 
would be put on:^e looked at me, doubting if 
he understood me, and answered in a gentle tone, 
* It wal^nisheddast summer.” My error originated 
from observing red nantiles, kept in their places 
by heavy stones, loole, and laid upon them irre- 
gularly. 

" What a beautiful swbll, Don Pepino, is this 
upoff the ri^t,” exclaimed 1 : ** the little hiU 
seems sensible df pleasure as he dips his foot into 
the Larius.” 

** There will be the offices.” 

** What ! and hide Gsiimello 9 Let me ei\joy 
*the sight while I can. He appears instinct with 
life, nodding the network of yines^ipon his head, 
and beckoning and inviting ns, while tfee 
trees and mulberries and chesnuts and walnuts^ 
and those lofty and eternal cypresses, stiihd 
motionless around. His joyous mates, all differ- 
ent in form and features, push forwairi; and, if* 
there is not something in the air, or something 
in my eyeright, illusory, they m rifnning a 
race idong the larders. Stop a moment : how 
shall we blimb over these two enormous pines t 
Ah. Don Pepino ! old trees in their living state 
are the only things that mone]^nnot command. 
Bivers leave their beds, run into cities, and 
traverse mountains for it; obelisks and arches, 
palaces and temples, amphitheatres and pyramids, 
rise up Ukee^xhalations at its bidding ; even the 
ftet ipirit of Man, the only thing great on earth, 
crouclies and cowers in its presence. It passes 
away |ad vanishes befve venerable treea What a 
sweet odour ia here ) whence comes it ^ sweeter it 
appeeie to me and stronger than of the pine itselt” 

"I imagine,” said he, ^lh>m the linden ,**yeB, 
eertaJnly.” * 

** la that a liadenl It is the largest, and, I 
should imagine, the oldest upon earth, if 1 could 
pnreeive that it had lost my of its branches.” 

''Pity that it hides half the row of yon houses 
from the palace ! It will be carried off with the 
two pines in the autumm” 


lower, and search laboriously, to descry if any 
mark wore remaining of the cord upon its bark I 
often must be have inhaled this veiy odour I what 
a refreshment was it to a father's breast ! The 
flowers of the linden should be the only incense 
offered up in the churches to God. Happy the 
man whose aspirations are pure enough to mingle 
with it { 

How many fond and how many lively thoughts 
have been nurtured under this tree ! how many 
kind hearts have beaten here t Its branches are 
not so numerous as the couples they have invited 
to sit beside it, nor its blossoms and leaves as the 
expressions of tenderness it has witnessed. What 
appeals to the pure all-seeing heavens! what 
limilitttdes to the everlasting mountains I what 
>roteBtationB of etem^ truth and constancy < 
from those who now are earth ; they, and their 
(hrouds, and their coffins I The caper and fig- 
iree have split the monument. • Emblems ^ 
past loves and future hopes, severed names 
rhich the holiest rites united, broken letters of 
>rief happiness, bestrew the road, and speak to 
/he passer-by in vain. 

To see this linden worth a journey of 600 
liles. It looked directly up the lake, in the 
sentre of its extremity, and facing the boundaiy 
mountains of the Yal-Tellina. 

The cypress of Soma, where the^first battle was 
bught Mween Hannibal ai^ Scipio, is, in my 
>pmioB, the object most uiorth seeing in Italy, 
unless it be the statue at the base of which fell 
Oassar. 

PaUmmni. Onp would imagine it must surely 
!>e the patriarch of the v^table world. 

Landor, Lest, Signor. Marchese, you shoujd 
remain in doubt whether any other tree m^y be 
ilder, I shall refer you to Pietro della Valle, a 
ively, sensible, and veracious traveller, and ore- 
nlouB only where credulity is necessary to sal- 
ation. He mentions a terebinthus with three 
tranks growing from one root : and St. Jerom 
wr)^ that it was there in his time, and that it 
was^holden in great veneration by the people 
round. I do not believe the terebinthus to be so 
iurable as the cypress; not being so slow in 
growth, and the branches more easily broken by 
the wind, whence the rain is admitted* cracks and 
crevices are made, and insects lodge in them and 
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euliirge theoL The antiquity of this tereSinthus 
must hare been ea;tra^rmnai 7 in the time of«St. 
Jerom, to be so distinguished from oth#r tree^ 
and ^Id even then In veneration ; and its appea^ 
ance could have become but little changed in the 
twelve centuries between his visit and that Of 
Pietro della Valle. K6t manj year# ago, a tree 
even of higher antiquity was living and flourish- 
ing at Patras. It was a cypress, mentioned by 
Pliny, and seen by Spon, who visited the countiy 
^itt the year 1676. He represents it as of that 
species which here in Italy you call the finiude ; 
a more beautifhl tree than the other, but generally 
thought to be of shorter duration, from its horizon- 
tal branches (when extremely long) being subject 
to be broken by the weight of snow. The trunk, 
in the time of Spon, was eighteen French feet in 
diameter. 

Palla/cioini, You passed by Soma in going to 
Milan on your way to Como, I would gladly see 
that lake, which detained you three whole years 
among a people so rude and barbarous. 

Landor, Barbarous do not call it, though indeed 
it may be too much so. It was in Como I received 
and visited the brave descendants of the Jovii: it 
was In Como I daily conversed with the calm 
philosophical Sironi : and I must love the little 
turreted city for other less intrinsic recollections. 
Thither came to see me the learned and modest 
Bekker, and it was there, after several delightful 
rambles, I said farewell to Southey. 

Pcdlavicini, If ever I sl^uld again have business 
at Milan, I might almost be tempted to visit the 
ijario, greatly as I should be ridiculed at Genoa 
for a journey of curiosity. We Italians study more 
the works of art than of nature j you Englishmen 
the contrary. 

Our towns, to continue the subject on which we 
began, arc in much better style than our villas. 

Jjandor. They indeed are magnificent, and ap- 
pear the more so after the wretched streets of 
France. In that countiy almost everything ani- 
mated is noisy, and aimost everything inanimate 
is mis-shapen. All seems reversed : the inhabi- 
tants of the north ^e darker than those of the 
south : indeed the women of Calais are much ! 
browner than any I have seen in Italy : the chil- 1 
dren, the dogs, the frogs, are more clamorous than | 
ours ; the cocks are shriller. But at worst we are I 
sliockcd by no contrast ; the very language seem- 1 
ing to be constructed upon stinks ; and dirt and ! 
uglinesB going together. While in Italy we cannot i 
walk ten paces without observing the union of | 
stateliness and filth, of gorgeous finery and squalid : 
meaimoss : and the expressions of vice and slavery i 
arc uttered in the accents of angels. The churches ] 
are fairly divided between piety and prostitution, 
leaving the entrance and a few broken chalr|i to 
beggary and vermin. Here always is some|(hing 
of misapplied paint and importunate gilding. A 
couple of pepper-boxes are mounted on St. Peter’s, 
vhich also exhibits the incredible absurdity of two 
clocks in its front ; a dozen of mass-boxes range 
the Colosseo ; the Fhntheon is the tomb of a fiddler. 


PabatwiitL 1 have been in Louden, and mm 
much surprised at ^e defbbts of arehiteetoiw Ift 
ydhr eapHal. Hot only Rome, Genoa, Vontes^ 
Verona, Tioensa, Milano, but Paris itsi^ axeeti 
it and howineomparably morsmgnifioettt 
hive been the public works of Athens 1 

Land<>r, Thole hodh. of Paris and<LoiidoM<Doki 
I not constitute a third o^^the PirsMis alsno, of 
which tha length exceeded rix tnlles ; the 
I was sixty fret, not reckoning the foundation, and 
I the breadth at top about^twelve. It was of square 
I stones, fastened together by cramps of iron and 
by molten lead. I, ^ 

Pallarieini, Being begun and carried cn in the 
greatest haste, I wonder how the Athenians had 
leisure for the squaring of stones, each of whidi 
weighed several tons. ^ 

Landor. This question has never been discussed. 
In my opinion, those of the greatest bulk were 
taken from the ancient walls of the oity, which 
not only were useless now its boundarioB were 
quadrupled in" extent, but which obstructed the 
communications and deformed the beauty of the 
place. These originally were erected by one of 
those societies of itinerant masons, wh.t<^h, like 
many colonies, are called Pelasgian. I suspect 
they were Etrurians ; a people more early on 
the road to civilisation than the inhabitants of 
Hellas, although they ne'>er carried it to the same 
extent. They indeed were the Chinese of £m*ope. 

PulUricini. Surely you undervUue them. 

Landor. Far from it: I was speaking of the 
ancient : Greece alone, of all the nations on the 
globe, rivals the modern. c. But there is no evidence 
or probability that the arts in old Etruria evei* 
equalled the same in China ; where moreover the 
pq»werL of imagination and reflection raise our 
wonder in their earlier writers. The great wall 
Of China quite obscures the Pirseus by its magni- 
tude, unequal as it is in its utility and its beauty ; 
which be imagined, although fidntly, if we 
recollect that to the main walls of the Pineus 
were added two other*; one four miles long, 
the other somewhat shorter, each adorned with 
statues. 

Pal/atlcim. This work then exceeded any the 
Romans themse'vbs have built. 

Lawlor. The Romans did less in their city than 
in the conquered territories. The greatest of their 
labours was the wall against the Caledonians : the 
most solid and majestic wa.s the bridge across the 
Danube. In theatres they excelled the Athe- 
nians : those at Athens were worthy of PolUo and 
Seneca ; those at Rome, of .|)schylas and Sophocles. 
The Roms^s, in ancient time^ as in modeni;found 
plenty of materials among the ruins. • A ted of 
robber and outcasts saw on the hankfi of the 
Tiber a^ity so little dilapidated that it served them 
I to inhabit. Thty repaired the roofs with sedge 
and rushes, deposited their plunder within the two 
fortresses dedicated to Saturn and to Janus,’ grew 
I thrifty ^and religious, with no abatement of enlef- 
j prise or stint of spoliation, found order more and 
I more necessary, and oonsented to elect with more 
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imobi^ ud eeramoi); their captain an^arlSi- 1 Borne, ^ the ipjaiy of the.proportt</n; after 
tmtonk Oods and priestg wnre imported from ' hich, ne infmrmatts that the gilding of the whole 
«H foarten after eyery fqrayp^together with oxe)i^ edifrce dh»t l%900 talenU. * Now, the hall in the 
alie^p irwin^ grain^ and household utensils. As, palace dt Nero was as large as this temple ; the 
heiseyerj from their habits of life, they had brought ground on Vhieh it stood was thirtyfold the extent, 
no women with ^em, and female captives w§fe and the gilding so general, that it was called the 

• in iaagfloient ^umber, i^y ^k/>therB by fraud Golden Hotm. At the decease of Nwo, the mas- 
mid vialen^ from the villa^ aroundL The pas- tcni of the world trembled to enter it ; ipmovod 
total dhdunwarlike inhabitants were as submissive from it the works of Phidias and Praxfteles, of 
to them as they are at present to the native Scopas and Lysippus, of Zeuxis and Apelles, of 
bandits, and perhaps gage them the same assist- which probably ail that were extant were assembled 
anoe and information on their excursions. The here ; poured forth the lava of the precious metal 
S^Jiines, who afterward became more courageous, frem its ceilings, its architraves and its arches;* 
from tbp nIbceBsity of discipline forced upon them and constructed out of its kitchens and stables a 
by incessant aggression, were at this time among bath and amphitheatre for the whole Boman 
the least maHial and the least enterprising of people. 

nations* •Unable to recover their wives and PaUavidni, Nero seems to have pacified them 
daughters, they soon made peace. surprisingly, after burning down their houses. 

PaUavidni, We Ligurians long withstood the ' Landor. The conflagration I believe to have 
Bomans: ami their historians and poets for this arisen from the necessity of purifying the city after 
reason, while they extol the Sabines, show us no an endemlcal disease, and of leaving no narrow 
mercy. Prom your account of oar conquerors, it streets in the centre for its recurrence. The 
appears that they were at least as uncivilised as extreme love which the populace bore toward 
any inhabitants of the Peninsula. Nero long after his death, is a proof that they did 

• Lemior. More so than any. No spacious and co% not attribute the fire to his cruelty or caprice; 
modidhs mansion, no august tomple, was erected and they were abundantly recompensed by his 
in fiOO years ; so uncouth was the genius of the liberality^ Nothing was left for the Flavian 
people* The magnificence of Syracuse and of dynasty but to demolish and reconstruct : nothing 
Corinth, the most elegant and splendid cities in for Trajan but to register on marble his rapid 
Europe, left little impression on the destroyers, victories, leaving his virtues to be inscribed on 
Their cups ymre (as they termed it) of barbaric materials less perishable : nothing for Hadrian 
gold, while their temples and the gods within but to imitate the finer works of the Athenians, 
^em were of clay. Captured Veil soon supplied Architecture then saijjf: for ages. The Moors intro- 
Rome with a large assortment of richer iiuagcs. duced a style of it more fanciful and ornamental, 
Lucullus was the first of the nation who had which beside had this advantage ; it brought with 
anyidea of amplitude ill architect^ire. Julius Caesar, it no recollections of deterioration and decay, 
to whom glory in all her forms and attrijnites was The cathedrals in Spain are the most exquisite 
more frimiliar than his own Penates, iiicdfBatcd models of it : and illuminated manuscripts, which 
the grandest works of utility and decorati^jn, in the Arabs, Turks, and Persians, prize highly, gave, 

, the city and out ; but he fell a victim to insatiable I imagine, those ideas on which the French, the * 
ambition, and left nothing memorable in his birth- j Germans, and the*’ English, raised many noble 
place but Pompoy's statue. Augusihs did some- edifices, correcting the heavier and more depressed 
what in adorning the city ; but Augi^tus was no masses of Italy. 

Pericles. Tiberius, melancholy at the loss of a PaUavidni. With Saint Paul's and J^aint Ste- 
young and beautiful wife borne away from him by phen’s before you, cottages ar(? built like castles, 
policy, sank into that dreadful malady which and palaces like cottages and where the edifice 
blighted every branch of thqClaudian family, and, is plain and simple, the window is a hole knocked 
instead of embellishing the city with edifices and in the wall, looking like an eye without an eyehr^^w 
sculpture, darkened it with disquietudes and suspi- or eyelashes ; os else it is situated in the midst 04 
oiona^andretiredintoasolitude which his enemies an arch, as if a ruin had been patched up to 
have peopled with monsters. Such atrocious receive it. 

lust, incredible even in madness ltBf;¥, was incom- Landor. This idee, we borrowed from Florence, 
patible with the meznoiy of bis loss and with the and very lately. The Florentines turned* their 
tenderness of his grief. Nero, in the beginning shops into palaces when they turned tfie name of 
oPIus govemmenCand indeed five entire years, a silk-merchant into that of marquis : and the 
virtuous and beneficent prince, was soon affected patchwork is equally visible in the house and in 
by the same insanity, but acting differently on the master. 

his heart and intellect. He never Jofit sight of Since I was in England, I understand 

magnificence, and erected a palace before whlcb^ that absurdities even more ludicrous are come 
even the splendours of Pericles fade away. Flu- dnto fashion, and that your architects fall back 
tarchi in the Life of Publlcola, tells us that be again on whiat they denominate the Elizabethan 
hlms^had seen at Athens the columns of P«i- style. In fact, condemned by nature to perennial 
tdicau marble for the temple of the Capitoline twilight, you wainscot your apartments wiUi fhe 
Jhpitwr; that tbelr thickness was reduced at darkest oak, and, impanel it hi your ceilings; 
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your wTOoim m divided «nd traversed thick 
itone-work ; ibd the p%nes of glass, extremely 
small, are sometimes ^nade darker by ^een^aad 
purple, and are held together by aimosAm equid 
quantity of lead. • 

. Lmd&r, True enough : and when we attempt 
to be more dassical, we run into a| gross absur- 
ditiea Some of us Vould be Grecian in our 
houses,^ forgetting that the Greeks made a wide 
difference between the construction of a house and 
of a temple. Sven if they had not( still the climates 
of the two countries are so different, that what 
* would be convenient on the shores of the ASgean 
Sea, would be ill placed on the shores of the British 
Channel. Exposed to our biting winds, the 
Corinthian acanthus would soon shed its beautiful 
foliage. And what indeed have we to do with 
the ram’s skull and horns belonging to the 
Ionian 1 We, who slay no rams for sacrifice, and 
to whom, therefore, such a decoration is without 
a memorial and without a meaning. But Ionian 
pilasters arc admissible to the fronts of our houses, 
and Ionian columns to our public edifices. How- 
ever, the ornaments of the capitals should be taken 
from what is indigenous and appropriate. The 
portals in England are despicably poor ; whereas 
to those is greatly owing the dignity dx the exte- 
rior ; and the dignity of the interior to the stair- 
case. In this likewise the best houses of London, 
with veiy few exceptions, are deficient. 

PaUavidni. We Genoese are proud of our 
door-ways. 

Landor, They are magr ficent ; so are many in 
Rome, and some in Milan. We have none in 
London) and few in the country where, however, 
the staircases a'i’e better. These are usually oak. 
I inherit an old ruinous house, containing one up 
which the tenant rode his horse to stable him. 

Let us now reflect again a moment on Athens, 
which I think will be somewjiat more to our satis- 
faction. A city not larger than Liverpool, and 
whose inhabitants might almost have been lost in 
Syracuse, produced, within the short period of two 
centuries, reckoning from the battle of Marathon, 
a greater number of exquisite models, in war, 
philosophy, patriotism, oratory, and poetry; in 
the semi-mechanical afts which accompany or 
follow them, sculpture and painting ; and in the 
first of the mechanical, architecture ; than the 
emainder of Europe in 6000 years. She rises up 
again as from a trance, and is pushed back by the 
whole company of kii^. --"The rulers of nations 
■eem to, think they have as much interest in 
abolishing the traces of her, if they can, as Alex- 
ander thought he had to demolish what were 
eoasidered to be the monuments of the Argonautic 
Expedition. Darius felt differently. He believed 
that there is policy In content, both in keeping 
and canting it ; he established by Mardoniits ft 
republican form of government in the GrecUn , 
cities of Ionia. 

PaUavicini, Hush ! do not speak of republics ; 
the sound may blow a man's head off. We are I 
«fer among the trees* Ajid now, if you have said I 


all y»n puroosed to ssy u|lbn our bnildhi^ lei ns 
return again to our plants.* 

, Enter Ihe gardens and approach the 

vases : do you perceive the rarity, the boanly, the 
fragrance of the flowers 1 In one is a bush of hpx, 
kk another a knot of tansy. Koptune is recoiil* 
bent on a bed^f ci^bages, and frpm the |h6U of 
a Triton sprout three tamips, to be sold. • 

Pcdlwddnl Our first bbject in the galdon is 
profit. The vicinity of Genoa produces a huge 
quantity of lemons, many frmilies are snp« 
ported by renting, at about thirty crowns, half an 
acre or less of lemon ground. ^ 

Landor, 1 mentioned the fret a^Pisa, with 
some doubt and hesitation ; and there I learned 
from Don Luigi Serviti and Signor Geoigio Sal* 
vioui, both gentlemen of Massa di Carrara, 
the extraordinary fertility of a lemon-tree. A 
wager was laid in the year 1812 by Signor Antonio 
Georgieri, of Massa, with Marchcefe Oalahi, of 
Spezia, that at Oroscello, half a mile from Massa^ 
there was one «which would mature, that season, 
14,000 lemons; it exceeded the quantity. In 
Spain 1 was informed that a* tree in frvonrable 
.seasons might ripen nearly 8000; in SieSy thd 
same. The fruit, however, of the plant at Ooscello 
is small, of little juice, and bad quality : I presume 
it to be a wilding. This, and the celebrated vine 
at Hampton Court, are tho two most extraordinaiy 
fruit-bearing trees of their kind on grecord ; 4hey 
have quintupled the most prolific.** 

We Englishmen talk of.planting a garden ; the 
modern Italians and ancient Romans talk of build’ 
mg one.^ Ours, the most ^eautifiil in the universe, 
are not exempt from absurdities; but in the shadi- * 
ness of the English garden it is the love of retire* 
mciit t^at triumphs over taste, and over a sense 
of the inconvenienceB. 

Inhabiting a moist and chilly climate, we draw 
our woods almost into our dining-rooms: yon, 
inhabiting a sultry one, condemn your innobent 
children toPthe ordeal of a red-hot gravel. The 
shallow W4dl, called pesciT^, in the middle of every 
garden, contains just enough water to drown them* 
which happens frequently, and to supply a gene* 
ration of gnats for the villeggiaTUi, We again 
may be ridiculed > jju our turn : our serpentine 
ditches are fog-beds. 

You should cover your reservoirs; an old hat 
or wig would do it ; and we should invite onr 
Naiads to dance along the green a good half-mile 
from our windows. 

The English are more zealous of introducing 
new fruits, shrubs, and plants, than other nations : 
you Italians are less so tlufr any civilised Sue. 
Better fruit il eaten in Scotland than in the most 
fertile |nd most cultivated parts of your peninsula. 
As for ffor^ers, there is a greater variety in the 
worst of your fields t ban in the l)est ofyour gardens. 
As for shrubs, 1 liavc rarely seen a lilac, a laburnum, 
a mezereon, in any of them ; and yet they flourish 
before almost every cottage in our poorest villages. 

* Cul CnHut. noster hK'iim nbl horbw itdijiearet 4toi«t 
Civ. Attivmn. Bp* xvl. 1. u 
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1 ww mmg tae ordinary fraits. The |« Landar, It Is tlie most’ magnificeifi and, 
fiat, t&e godiebeii^, and .the raapbeny, the most what Is bitter^ the most elegant, that 1 have 
wholesome and not the least* delicious, were hitherip seen in Italy ; fori! have not yet visited 
domesticated ainong you by*the French in some |%iie Venetian territory, and know merely from 
ieW|ptoese i they begin to degenerate already. I engravings the architeotnre of Palladio. Whose 
have mten good apj^es in this country, and pears^ is it t 

a^jd cherries mn^ 1 > 0 lter ihan ours ; the other PaUemoini. It belongs to the fiunily of Cam- 
kinds of *^itage^ appear^ to %re nntt Inr Iha Magi, to whieh^nir repaldie, eshile it pleased Gtod 
table, notAo say uneatable) and as your gentlemen to preserve it, owed many sig^ benefits, as 
send the best to market, whether the produce of doges and as senators. A private man from 
their own gardens or presents, I have probably among them constructed at his own expense the 
tasted the most highly-flavdhr^. Although the most commodious of our roads, and indeed the 
sister of Buonaparte introduced peaches, necta- first deserving the name that had ever been 
lines, tnd apilbots finm France, and planted them formed in Liguria, whether by modems or 
at Itotian&r Lucca, no person cares about taking ancients, though Marius and Csesar marched 
grafts from them. across. 

We wonder«in England, when we hear it related Landor, How grand is that flight of steps upon 
by travellers, that peaches in Italy are left under which the children are playing t These are my 
the trees for swine ; but, when we ourselves come vases, Marcheso, these are my images, these are 
into the countiy, our wonder is rather that the decorations for architecture, this is ornamental 
swine do not le^e them for animals less nice. gardening, and suitable to all eountries and 

I have now. Signor Marchese, pQ^ormed the climates. Take care, blessed creatures ! . . a fall 
conditions you imposed on me, to the extent of from such a height ! . . . 
my obsemtion ; hastily, I confesH it, and pre- Pallarioini Over those steps, amid the screams 

ocenpied .by the interest you excited. 1 may I and embraces of those children, with her arms 

just^ calk on yon to speak as unreservedly and j tied behind her, imploring help, pity, mercy, was 
explicitly. ^ dragged by the hair the Marehesa Gambiagi. 

PaUavieim, If you insist upon it, I will. Across Jjatuior. For what offence '{ 

the road, exactly four paccji from your antecham- Pa/laminu Because her husband had mastered 

her, w^ the garters of your general : exactly his prejudices and resigned his privileges, 
forty-eight from ^is window, out of which ho was i Lainfor, Signor Marchese 1 the English general, 
looking, did this peasant woman lie groaning in { whatever may be the public opinion of his talents 
labour,when several soldiers entered her bed-room, I and his principle^ could^never have known and 
and carried off the articlei^ most necessary in her i permitted it. ^ 

cendition. Her husbafid ihn under the apartment I J'aHavicini. Perhaps not : 1 can only declare 
of the general, which faced the wife^s, ontrejiting i that his window s were filled with military men^ if 
his compassion. He was driven away. | uniforms make them, and that he was there : this 

XMndor, Was nothing done^l ^ • { I saw. Your Houses of Parliament, M. Landor, 

PM»oicinu A few threats were added. for their ow n honour, for the honour of the ser- 

Latidor^ Impossible, impossible I ^ vice and of the nation, should have animadverted 

Pulhvieini, Since, sir, w'e are in the regions of on such an outrage : h(^‘ should answer for it. 
impossibility, do look agmn, 1 entreat ydy, at the Ltiudur. These two fingers have more power, 
palace just before us: and I am greatly mistaken Marchese, than those two Houses. A pen! he 
if I cannot fix your attenfton upon s'omething of shall live for it. What, w'ith their auiin^idver* 
higher import than a span of turf. ** sions, can they do like this i *' 

generaVkleber and french officers. 

Ai English officer was sitting with his back of insects in the ^nd, Ko other sound was 
against the base of the Great Pyramid. He 'heard. Powder had exploded; life had passed 
sometimes Iffoked toward those of elder date | away ; not a vestige remained»of either, 
and ruder materials before him, sometimes: *'Let us examine his papers,*' said the ifii- 
was absorbed in thought, and sometimes was turalist. 

obsemyd to write in a pocket-book with great I Pardon me, sir,” answered the ensign; ^'xny 
rapidity* « i first inquiry on snoh occasions isWeo7W o' clock f 

** If he were not writing ” said a French na- and afterward I pnrsue my mineralogical ro- 
turaltst to a young ensign ^^I should imagine : searches." 

him to have lost his eyesight by the opli'thalmia. i At these words he drew forth the dead man's 
He does not see us : level your rifle : we cannot ' wa^, and stuck it into his sash, while with the 
find a greater curiosity." i other hand he snatched out a purse containing 

The Arts prevailed: the officer slided with j some zecchins: every part of ^ the dress was 
extended arms from his resting-place : the blood, examined, and not quite ^itlessly. 
ramlttl from his breast, was audible aa a swam I See 1 a locket with a miniature of a young 
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womjtt !** SncS it waa : a modest and lovolj^l Uemon,** added he to bli *^in3f 

countenance. ^ * U(Ugea mo to hear thia .nnheconolaf lii^^ 

^'Ha! ha!** sai^thh ensign; ''a fair touched, a your late comuiander'lii^hkf : reSre yen a ihw 
very few touches; I can give them^aand Adel# moments. • • Oontiflue.** 
will take this forme. Two inched higher^ and ' He hates every enemy aecorditig to 1^ courage 
the ball had split it : what a thoughtless man he and his virtues : he abominates whai he can not 
was! There is gold in it too : it weighs heav}^* debase, at home or abroad.* 

Peste! an old woman at the hick! grey as a '<Oh!** Vhispered Kleb«r*to **he 

cat." knows the man so well.** , \ 

It was the officer’s mother, in her old age, as he * The first then are Nelson and Sir Sidney 
had left her. There was spniething of sweet Smith, whose Mends could expect m> mercy at hia 
pie! y, not unsaddened by presage, in the counten- hands. If the repoi^ be anything better tlw an 
ance. He severed it with his knife, and threw it Arabian tale, I will surrender myself to hid sue* 
into the bosom of her son. Two foreign letters cessor as prisoner of war, and perlu.|>8mayi^e dOO& 
and two pages in pencil were the contents of the exchanged. How will this little lest reach you) 
pocket-book. Two locks of hair had fallen out ; God knows how and when ! ’ 
one rested on his eyelashes, for the air was motion- " Is there nothing else to examine )** 

less, the other was drawn to the earth by his " One more leaf.” 

Hood. "Bead it.” 


The papers were taken to General Kleber by 
the naturalist and his associate, with a correct 
recital of the whole occurrence, exceptii^g the 
appendages of watch, zecchlns, and locket. 

"Young man,” said Kleber gravely, "is this 
a subject of merriment to you) Who knows 
whether you or I may not be deprived of life hs 
suddenly and unexpectedly) He ^vas not your 
enemy : perhaps he was writing to a mother or 
sister, God help them ! these suffer most from I 
war. The heart of the far-distant is the scene of! 
its most cruel devastations. Leave the papers: 
you may go ; call the interpreter.” 

He entered. 

" Road this letter.” ® 

My adored Henry . 

"Give it me,” cried the general; he blew a| 
stToiig lire from his pipe and consumed it. 

" liead the other.” 

My kinddiearted and beloved son . . . 

" Stop ; read the last lijae only,” 

The interpreter answered, " It contains merely 
the name and address.” 

"I ask no questions: read them, and write 
whem down le^bly.” 

, He took the paper, tore off the margin, and 
placed the line in bis snuff-box. 

" Give me that paper in pencil, with the mark 
of sealing-wax on it.” 

He snatched it, shook some snuff upon it, and 
5 hnink back. It was no sealing-wax : it was a 
drop or blood ; one from the heart ; one only ; 
by, but seeming fresh. - 

“ Jv^ad.” 

* y cs. Illy dear mother, the greatest name that 
exists among mortals is that of Sydney. He who 
now bears it in the front of battle, could not succour 
aio r I had advanced too far : I am however no 
prisoner. Take courage, my too fond mother: 

{ am among the Arabs, wlio detest the Frefich : 
they liberated me. They report, I know not upon 
what authority^ that Bonaparte has deserted his 
anr.y. and -escaped from Kgypt,' 

■ “ Stbp instantly,” cried Kleber, rising. " Gen- 
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Land nf all niiirvelb in all ir|p9B {mat, 

Esypt, I bail thee from » far-off shore ; 

I hail thee, doom’d to rise again at last, 

And flourish, as in early youth, once mote. 

How long Hhst thou lain desolate ! bow lon|ir* 

The voice of gladness In thy halls hath ceast f 

Mute, e’en an Memnon's lyrt/ the poet’s song, 

And half-suppress’d the chant of cloister’d priest* 

Even he, loquacious as vernal bird, 

Love, in thy plains and In thy grtgras is dumb. 

Nor on thy thousand Nile-fed streams is heard 
The rei'd timt whispers happier days to oome. 

O’er cities shadowing some dread nune divine 
PaiUice and fane return the hymia’s cry, 

And hooflchs camels in Icng single line 

Stalk slow, with foreheads level to the sky. 

No oiTunt outcast of a lawless isle, 

idockcr of heaven and ejirth, with vows and pfaywa 

Comes thy confiding offspring to beguile, 
o And rivet to bis wrist the chain he wears. 

Britain speaks now ; her thunder thou hast heard $ 
Conqueror in every land, in every sea ; 

ValouiUtind Truth proclaim the almighty word, 

Aii^ all thou ever hast been, Uiou shalt be. 

" Befender and passionate lover of thy conn* 
try,” cried Kleber, "thou art less unfortunate 
than thy auguries. Enthusiastic Englishman 1 to 
which of your ciStaquests have ever been imparted 
the benefits of your laws) Your governors have 
• not even communicated their language, to their 
I vassals. N elson and Sydney are illustrious names ; 
the vilest have often been preferreif to them, and 
severely have they been punished for the Impor- 
tunity of their valour. We Frenchmen have 
undergone much:' but .throughout thq,, whole 
territory of France, throughout the range of all 
her new dominions, not* a single man of abilities 
has'^'Heen neglected. Remember Hob, ye who 
triumpli in our excesses. Ye who >dr^ our 
example, speak plainly ; is not this among the 
I exanrples ye are the least inclined to follow) 

I " Cidl my staff and a file of soldiers. 

I " Gentlemen, he who lies under the pyraficiMli 

I seems to have possessed a vacant mind and 
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iMRii unfit fov • spy ; indeed he 

not one. He was the fidead and compaiiion of 
that Sydney Smith who did at! the mischief at 
Toulon, when Elliot fied from the city, and who^ 
lately, you must well remember, broke some of our 
pipes More Acr A . a oeremony which gave us 
to understand, wuhout the fsrmallties of diplo^ 
mac|;'''t]|J^t the ^rand Si|mor (Helmed the honour 
cf our oempany to take^onr oofibe with him at 
OODstantinople,'* • 

Then turning to the file of soldiers, ** A body lies 
under the Great Pyramid: go, bury it six feet 
dcep0 If there is any man among you capable of 
wntmg a^gkd epitaph, and such as the brave 
owe to the brave, he shall have my authority to 
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carve H unon the Great Pyraufid, and hif name 
may be bmght biAk to me’* « 

** AJlow jne the honour, said a lieutenant, I 
^ to obe^a** 

''Perhapa" replied the commander-in chief, 
" it may not be amiss to know the character, the 
adventures, or at least the name . 

No mattel, no matter, ^y general/* 

" Take them however,” stud Kleber, holding a 
copy, " and try your wits,” 

‘‘General,” salt} Menou smiling, “you never 
gave a command more certain to be executed. 
What a blockhead was that king, whoever he was, 
who built so enormous a monument f<>r a wander* 
ing Englishman i ” 


BISHO? BURNET AND HUMPHREY HARDCASTLE. 


Hardeasth. J am curious, my lord bishop, to hear 
somewhat about the flight and escape of my name- 
sake and uncle Sir Humphrey P^rdcastle, vrho 
was a free-spoken man, witty, choleric, and hospi- 
IMlde, and. who uau*not have been altogether an 
filien from the researches of your lordship into the 
histoiy bf the two late reigns. 

Burnet. Why, Mr,#Hard castle, I do well remem- 
ber the story of that knight, albeit his manners 
and morals were such aa^lid entertain me little in 
his %vour. for he hunted and drank and forni- 
cate^ and (souae do aver) swore, which however, 
mark me, I do not deliver from my own know- 
ledge, nor from any written and grave document, 
I the more wonder at hinj, since he had lived among 
•the Foundheads, as tlffey were contemptuously 
called ; and the minister of his parish was Ezekiel 
Stedman, a puritan of no ill repute. Howbeit he 
was ensnared by his worldly-mindedness, ^ncWell 
Into evil courses. The Lord, who permitted him a 
long while to wallow in this mire, caught hiifi by 
the heel, so to say, as he was coming out, and 
threw him into great peril in anothe||way. For 
although he had mended his life, and hs|d espoused 
Margaret Pouncey, whotfe mother was a Touchet, 
two staid women, yet did ho truly in alDoozing- 
bout, such as some country-gentlemen I could 
mention do hold after dinner, say of the Duke, 
“James, a murrain on him ! pjipist.” 

Now among his servants was one Will Taunton, 
a sallow shining-faced knave, sweaty with impu- 
dence. Ijlo remember to have seen the said 
Taunton in the pillory, for some prominent part 
he had enacted under the doctor Titus Oates j and 
a countiy wench, as I suppose her to have been 
ftofii her apparel and speech, said unto me, pluck- 
ing my sleeve, “Look, parson, Willis forehead is 
like a rank mushroom in a rainy moniing ; and 
yet> I warrant you, they show it forsooeh as the 
cleaneftt and honesWt part about him. 

To continue : Will went straightway and com- 
municated the w<>rds of his master to Nicolas 
Shetteiy, the Duke’s valet. Nick gave unto him 
a shilling, . having first spatten thereon, as he, 
Recording to his superstitiem, said, for luck. The 


Duke ordered to be counted out unto him eight 
shillings more, together with a rosary, the which 
as ho was afraid of wearing it (for he had not lost 
all grace) he sold at Richmtmd for two groats. 
He was missed in the family, and his roguery was 
scented. On which, nothing was foolishcr, im* 
properer, or unreasonabler, than the desperate 
push an(i ^rain Charles made, put upon it by his 
brother James, to catch your uncle Hum Hard- 
castle. Hum had his eye upon him, slipped the 
noose, and was over into the Low-Countries. 

Abraham Cowley, one of your Pindaric lyrists, 
a great stickler for the measures of the First 
Charles, was posted after him. But ho played 
the said Abraham a sen^rvy trick, seizing him by 
his fine flowing curls, on which he prided himself 
mightily, like another Absalom, cuflin^ him, and, 
some do say, kicking him, in such dishonest 
wise as I care not to mention, to his, the said 
Abraham's great incommodity and confusion. It 
is agreed on all hands that he handled him very 
roughly, sending him back to his master with a 
flea in his ear, who gave him but cold comfort, 
and told him it would be an ill compliment to ask 
him to be seated. 

“Phil White,”added he, “may serve you, Cowley. 
You need not look back man, nor spread your 
fingers like a fig-leaf on the^place. Phil does not, 
like Dan Holroyd of Harwick, carry a bottle of 
peppered brine in his pocket ; ho is a clever, ajjt 
posite, upright liftle prig: I have often bad liim 
under my eye clfise enough, and I promise ho uuiy 
safely bo trusted on the blind side of you/’ 

Then, after these ' aggravating and chiHish 
words, turning to the Duke, as AbrjJmm was 
leaving the presence, he is reported to have siiid, 
I hope untruly, “ But, damn it, brother) the jest 
would have been heightened if we could liave lino i*'ed 
the knave,” meaning not indeed his mess{:i*i*er, 
but the above cited Hum Hard castle. And oa 
^mes shaking hi» head, sighing, and 
lula doubt of the King's sincerity, anti his vexation 
atao bitter a disappointment, “Oddshsh ! Jim,' said 
his MiQesty,“ the motion was Hum’s own ; I gave 
him no jog, upon my credit ! His own choler d i J 
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H, a rogue ! audlie would not hare waited to be« 
» inreet^ with the order, if I IfiMi preB84d him erer 
to civilly. I will ot>Hge yon another ijme jo any- 
thing, hut we can hang only those we gan get ai**^ 

It would appear that there we^ a sore and 
rankling grudge between them of long standing, 
and that there had been divers flings and floutr 
backward and forwajrd, on this sidf the water, on 
the score of their mistress Poesy, whose favours 
to them both, if a man may judge from the 
upshot, left no such a mighty matter for heart- 
burnings and ill blood. 

This reception had such a stress and stir upon 
the bile and spirits of doctor Spratt*8 fHend (for 
such he was, even while writing about his mis- 
tresses) that he wooed his Pegasus another way, 
and rid gentlier. It fairly untuned him for Chloes 
and fantastical things of all sorts, set him upon 
anotherguess scent, gave him ever afterward a 
soberer and staider demeanour, and turned his 
mind to contentment. 

Hardcastle. The pleasure I have taken iiv the 
Miration of your J^ycishlp' !S fiSTihe gfacfer part 
jndepen^2it of what concerns my family. We 
teyie only a few songs of our uncle ; and these too 
would have been lost, if the old coachman had not* 
taught them to hia grandson, still m ^y service. 
They are such as I forbid him to sing in our house, 
but connive at him doing it when he is in others, 
particularly at the inns, where they always obtain 
me the best wine and most gladsome attendance. 

In fact, I have ever found that, when my horses 
came out of a stable where he had been singing, 
they neighed the louder, and trotted the faster, 
and made a prouder display of their oats. 

Jiumet» I remember one of them from its being 
more reasonable than the invocations of a lover 
usually are. Either they talk of tears, which they 
ought to be ashamed of, as men and Christians ; 
or of death, when the doctor has told them no 
such thing ; or they run wild among the worst 
imps and devils of the gentiles : for in truth they 
are no better, whatever forms they assumed. 
Nymphs or Graces or what not. 

HardcasUe, Pw, my lord bishop, if there is no 
imi)ropriety in asking it, might I request a copy 
of those verses'! 

Burnet. Truly, sir, I keep none of such a girl’s- 
t.ye sampler. I will attempt to recollect the words, 
which, 1 own it, pleased me by their manfulness, 
as demonstrating that your uncle Hum, though a 
loosish man and slippery in foul proclivities, was 
stou^v and resolute with the riuts in his wiser 
momenCs, calling them what they ought to be 
called at the first word. 

Listem, mnd girl ! sinoe giving ear 
May save the eyes hard work s 
Tender is he who holds you dear. 

But proud as pope or Turk. 

Now Hum hated paganism and iniquity ; 
nothing could stir him from his church, thougli 
he attended it but seldom. He proceeds thus ; 

Some have been seen, whom people thought 
Much prettier girls than you, 


Observe, he will be WNeoimtiliB^ end btlni Hw 
craature4o her senses if ke oen ; 

Setting a JOverJp teaxa at 
like any other dew ; 

And aome too have been beard to swser, . 
While with wet Uds they atooA ' 

* No man alive wae worth a tear. . 

Tttey nefjer wept . . nor woa*d. 

Resolute I aye I RaRe creatures; b^somidefl 
I them, oren the deepest There is somethliigalMmt 
I these wantons black as heU, and they can not help 
showing it. * 

HaHccuUe. I thank your Lordship as mu^ finr 
your reflections as for my uncle's pofifcx/. 

Burnet. I wish he had left behind him the ex- 
perience he must have paid dear for, that it might 
serve to admonish the sprigs and sparks (li l£ey 
are called) of our unhappy timei^ and purify the 
pestilence they are breathing, Formerly, we know 
from Holy Writ, the devils ran out of men into 
swine, and pushed down in those fit bodies to the 
sea. It now appears that they were still snifting 
and hankdrmg adidir ihpx old quarters ; and we find 
them rushing again into me'A the .shrongw 
and hungrier, the ungovemabler and undeanlidSi^, 
for so much salt-water bathing. * 

Hwrdcadle. lam afraid, milord bishop, yon have 
too much reason for this severe remark. My uncle 
I knew was somewhat of a libertine, but I never 
had heard before that be was suqb & po6t/> and 
could hardly have imagined that*, be approached 
near enough to Mr. Cowley for jealousy or compe- 
tition. 

Burnet. Indeed they who discoursed on such 
matters were of ihe same 'opinion, excepting some’ 
few, who see nothing before them and everting 
behind. These declared that Hum would overtop 
Ab'^hfhn, if he could only drink rather less, think 
rather more, and feel rather rightlier : that he had 
gre&t spunk and spirit, and tlmt not a f&a was left 
upon a lap when anyone sang his airs. Lucretius 
tells us thaf? there is a plant on Helicon, so pesti- 
ferous that it kills by the odour of its flowers. It 
appears tl&t these flowers are now collected by our 
young Women for their sweet-pots, and that the 
plant itself is naturalised among us, and blossoming . 
in every parlour-window. Poets, like ministers of 
state, have their paHies, and it is difficult to got 
at truth, upon questions not capable of demonstrar 
tion nor founded on matter of fact. To take any 
trouble about them is an unwise thing.. It is like 
mounting a wall covered with broken glass : you 
cut your fingers before you reach the top, and you 
only discover at last that it is, within a span or two, 
of equal height on both sides. To sit as an arbitrator 
betw^n two intending poets, I should consider 
just as foolish, as to ti^ce the same position and 
office h^^n two gamecocks, if it wore at the 
same time as wicked. I say as wicked ; for I am 
firmly of opinion that those thingsarethefoolishest 
which are the most Immoral. The greatest of 
stakes, mundanely speaking, is the stake of repu- 
tation : hence he who hasards the most of it against 
a viler object, is the most irrational and in s a ne. 
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1 do not understand i%]rtly in gmtn^ 

^ your poetB^ and 8u& like, may Ix^certifild to 
leat. Tnio wduld hkvh imaged that the youth 
vho was oartied to hSs long Home the other dag, 
1 mean my Lord Booheater’s reputed ehild, Mr. 
Oeoige Kelly, was for several seasons a great poetl 
Tet 1 rmnemW the time when he was so &mddli 
Aono^ihat he aan after Mr. Milton up Snow-hill, as 
the ol^ gentleman wasjieaning on his danghter’a 
am fiom the Poultry, and, treading^down the 
heel of his ^oe, eall^ him a rogue and a liar, 
wl^e another poet sprang out, clapping his hands 
and dying Bravely done, by B^lzebubl the 
young co<% spurs the blind buszard gallantly i ” 
On a BClivener representing to Mr. Geoige the 
respectable character of Mr. Milton, and the pro- 
lability that at some future time be might be 
considered* as among our geniuses, and such as 
would reflect a certain portion of credit on his 
ward, and asking him withal why he appeared to 
him a rogue mnd a liar, he replied, ** I have proofe 
known to few : I possess a sort of drama by him, 
entitled Comus, which was ^.coxAposed for the 
entertainment of Lord Pembroke, who held an 
^appointment under the king, and this John bath 
since Ranged sides, and written in defence of th» 
Commonwealth.” 

Mr. George begah with satirising his father’s 
friends, and confounding the better part of them 
with all the hirelings aftd nuisances of the age : 
witA all the^cavengers of lust and all the link- 
boys of literaftire ; with Newgate solicitors, the 
patrons of adulterers and forgers, who, in the 
long vacation, turn a penny by puffing a ballad, 

^ and are promised a shijlingin silver for their own 
benefit, on crying down a religious tract. He 
soon became reconciled to them,* and they raised 
him upon their shoulders above the heaAa oL the 
wittiest and the wisest. This served a 'vmole 
Winter. Afterward, whenever be wrote at bad 
poem, he supported his sinking ftime by some 
signal act of profligacy, an elegy by^ seduction, 
a heroic by an adultery, a tragedy by a divorce. 
On the remark of a leaved man that Hregularity 
is no indication of genius, he began to lose ground 
rapidly, when on a sudden be cried out at the 
Haymarket, there is no Ood, It was then sur- 
mised more generally and m«ru gravely that there 
was something in him, and he stood upon his 
legs almost to the last. Say what you will, once 
whispered a friend of mine, there are things in 
him 8trox% as poison, and original as sin. Doubts 
however were entertained by some on more ma- 
ture reflecUon, whether he earned all his reputa- 
tion by his aphorisgi : for soon afterward he de- 
clared at the Cockpit, that he had purchased a 
large assortment of cutlasses and pistols, and that, 
as he was practising the use of them fr^ morn- 
ing to night, it would be imprudenf in persons 
who were without them, either to laugh or to 
boggle at the Butch vocabulary with which he 
had enriched our language. In he had in- 


vented new rhymes in profusion, by such words 
as traokschuyt, «Wageninghen, Skiermonikoog, 
Bemn-op-JSe<ffii, and whatever ia appertaining to 
the Wriet-places of fish, flesh, fowl, flowers, and 
legumes, pot to omit the dockyaifls and bar- 
racks and ginshops, with various kinds of essences 
and drags. 

Now, M% Hardcaatle, I would; not censure 
this : the idea is novel, £id does no harm : but 
why should a man push his neck into a halter to 
sustain a catch or glee 1 

Having had^some concern in bringing his 
reputed ikther to a sense of penitence for his^ 
offences, I waited on the youth likewise, in a 
former illness, not without hope of leading him 
ultapately to a better way of thinking. I had 
hesitated too long : 1 found him far advanced in 
his convalescence. My arguments are not worth 
repeating : he replipd^ thus. " I change my mis- 
tresses ^ Tom Bouthem his shirt, from economy. 

I can not alford to keep few ; and 1 am determined 
not to be forgotten till I am vastly richer. But 
I ^ure you, doctor Burnet, for your comfort, 
that if you imagine 1 am led astray by lascivious- 
ness, as you call it, and lust, you are quite as 
much mistaken as if you called a book of arith- 
metic a bawdy book. I calculate on every kiss I 
give, mooest or immodest, on lip or paper. 1 ask 
myself one question only ; what will it bring me^* 
On my marvelling and raising up my hands, Y ou 
churchmen,” he added with a laugh, ** are too 
hot in all your quarters for the calm and steady 
contemplation of this high mystery.” 

He spake thus loosely, Mr. Hardcastle, and I 
confess I was disconcerted and took my leave of 
him. If I gave him any offence at all, it could 
only be when he said, '' I should be* sony to die 
before I have written my life,” and I replied, 

Bather say, before you have mended it.” 

" But, doctor,” continued he, " the work I 
propose may bring me a hundred pounds.” 
Whereunto I rejoined, “ That which I, young 
gentleman, suggest in preference, will be worth 
much more to you.” . 

At last he is removed from %mong the living. 
Let us hope the best ; to wit, that the mercies 
which have begun with man’s forgetfulness, will 
be crowned with God’s forgiveness. 

Hardcastle, I perceive, my lord bishop, thict 
writers of perishable fame may leave behind them 
something worth collecting. Bepresented to us 
by historians like your lordship, we survey a light 
character as a film in*iigate, and a noxious one as 
a toad in marble. • • 

Burnet How near together, Mr. Hardcastle, 
are things which appear to us the most remote 
and opposite ! how near is death to life, and 
vanity to glory ! How deceived are we, if our 
expressions are any proofs of it, in what we might 

S em the very matters most subject to our senses 1 
6 haze above our heads we call the heavens, and 
the thinnest of the air the firmament 
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Amoko the Frenchmen who within the last fifty 
years hare reflected honour on their country, a 
diBiinguished rank is holdon by the President, 
Bu Paty. His letters »n Italy contdm acute ob- 
Bcrrations, and his interview with Leopold forms 
no smalt portion of their interest. Pleased with 
the justness of his remarks and J^he pointedness 
of hi» expressions, and perhaps hoping to derirej 
csome advantage to the new Code from his deep 
study and long practice of jurisprudence, Leopold, 
when he had conversed with him, invited him to 
return the next day. ♦ 

At the hour appointed, the grand duke was 
leaning with his elbow on the chimney-piece, that | 
hv might neither rltie at the entrance of the Pre- 1 
sident, nor receive him in the manner of - sovran, i 
The commencement of convarsation Is trifling, | 
even among the greatest men : this expression, i 
whenever I use it, means men of the greatest | 
genius and worth. The usual courtesies then | 
having been exchanged, Leopold thus addressed | 
his visitant. i 

Leopold. I know, M. Du Paty, thatyo^tr compli- ; 
ments can not stifle nor supersede your sincerity; | 
and that if I seriously ask your opinion on the 
defects of my Code, you will answer me as seriously.* 
The President bowed, and, observing that Leo- 1 
pold had paused, replied. I 

/^rettidcM*. Sir, 1 can not bear in mind all the ' 
articles of your code ; and unless I could, my ob- 
servations, if not erroneous, must be imperfect. 

these flubjeqt.B we may not talk vaguely and 
fancifully, as on subjects of literature. Where , 
man is to decide on man, where the happiness or , 
wretchedness of one hangs on the lips of another, ' 
where a breath may extinguish a family or blight 
a generation, everj^hing should be tried particle 
by particle. To have abolished capital punish- 
ments is a proof, in certain circumstances, no less 
of wisdom than of humanity : but I would suggest 
to your consideration, whether you have provided 
sufficiently for the protection of property and of 
honour. Your prisons, are empty; but are you 
sure that the number of criminals is less 1 or are 
you of opinion that it is better to see them at 
large than in custody ? 

Leopold. Here are fiew assassinations, and no 
highway robberies. 

Plesid^nt. I will explain ihe reason. In other 
countries^ the prostitutes are a distinct class : in 
Tuscany not : * and where there are no jealousies 
there will be few assassinations. Supposing a case 
of tyranny, the Tuscans will wriggle under it 

* Pomponlus M«la says, after Thoophrastiui, *« apad 
Tyrrhenoa oonjvgia communla." Among the curiosities of 
tills nation, rejj^rted by Athenseus in his twelfth hook, ar^ 
these from Thmpompus. 

JmfU TtfmiH- Oisir^iMnMdt, mm ppftM upm fwi 
wmfm. twr jsmnis *t/»nfx^p rmt yvpmttmf, Twiiewrdi 

tp/p ntjumrapp, um yufAp«tii%f9m 
tPitn urn wfH tmvrmit 'se fmf t'NW mvrme 


I rather than writhe; and if even th^ sbo, 
t|^he, yet they will never stand erect. They 
.commit no murders for the purpose of robbing : 
and robbery on the^ highway they Varely 
having such facilities fori* committing safer and 
more compendious. Evei^ xhan may plunder the 
vineyard of another at small risk of prosecution ; 
nor is there a single one in Tuscany that is not 
plundered every autumn, unless the owner pgss 
his nights in it during the maturity of fti^grapes. 
If he prosecutes, he suffers a heavier punishment 
than the prosecuted. He loses several days of 
labour, and receives no indemnity ; nor indeed is 
there any security against a similar ii^’uiy the 
succeeding year. Many robberies require impos- 
sible proofs : and there are others the crime of 
which is extenuated by what ought to be an 
aggravation, na^ncly^ because they are also breaches 
of trust. Again, what progress can philosophy, 
or indeed plain common sense; be said to have 
made in those countries where, according to law, ^ 
fio criminal is punished with the higher penalty 
for the worst offences, unless oonfess his guilt '{ 

Leopold. 1 have retained this statute much 
against ray will, incompliance with those about me. 

President. Sir, good lawyers are oftji^ bad legis 
lators ; many know perfectly what Jiaa been esta- 
blished, and very imperfectly what ought to be. 
Those about an arbitrary prince, whose (what 
scarcely ever happens) benevolence induces him 
to give laws to his dominions, should be only two ; 
Equity and Decision. This appearance of gen- 
tleness is most illusory. It originated from the 
clergjgr, who slackened crimes and heightened 
punishments at their 'pleasure. You make the 
crimfnal his own judge, deciding for himself in 
what manner he shall be chastised. 

Leopold. Hine is an experiment. 

President. Never let experiments be made on 
life or law. Let Experience sit on one side of the 
lawgiver, '■ Justice on the other, with Humanity 
for assessor. 

I know that your highness has enacted clement 
laws in order to Ifuhianlse the people, and that 
violence might never he added to rapine. But 
laws should be formed according to the character 
of the nation that is to receive them. Tim Italians 
were always more addicted to robbery and revengb 
than any other European people ; crimes eqnaUy 
proceeding firom idleness and effeminacy. 

Leopold. On the accusatiooi of revenge I have 
nothi]|g to 8^, but on what authority do yon 
found your assertion, M. Du Faty, that the lialiaas 
were al^hig| so addicted to* theft 1 

Presiderd. I will not urge as a proof of it the 
increasing severity of the ancient laws, which 

fmp%t^ yv(i.ptuf ^ miterat4 'w rptf Tt>p 
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ironU only demonstrate. tb^ir imperfection ; but 
I will inaiet 9 n,tbe dobumenta of tlio Latin writers 
rerr^%(*, who give particular directions on 
the breeli ojf-hoim©'4ogSffor*the safeguard of ^e 
^ fenne, hpweyer fe removed bo the subject from 
V'Ottle and cultivation. Nothing similar has 
entered into^, the scheme .of any modern autfeftr 
, on a^cuHure. Added to ^hich| there is hardly 
a Lai^ waiter, whether in prose or poetry, what- 
ever be his subject, w4o does not say something 
about thieves; so &miliar was the iSea. The 
word itself extended, iiynore than one direction, 
beyond the character it first designated; Plautus 
cs^s a soldier Zatro, Horace, a servant fur. The 
]^mang, who far excelled us in the greater part 
of their institutions, were much behind in what 
by way of excellence wo call the polmi. Hence 
in early times an opening to theft, among a peo- 
ple less influenced than any other by continence 
and honour. In many whole provinces of Eng- 
land, Pranc^ and Holland, and tiirougliout the 
kin^oms of Denmark, Sweden, and Norway, the 
countryman may sleep in perfect security with 
his doors wide-open : but, among the Italians, 
not in a mngle village, not in a single house, from 
•Como^iO Reggio. The windows iu every dwelling 
in Plofence, even of your own palace, are barri- 
caded by grates ofeiron ; iu otlior words, every 
dwelling, your owii among the res(,, holds forth in 
the censor’s face a libel sagainst the government. 
Th%fault is partly in the laws and partly in the 
inagifitrature;®for there is no nation so easily 
coerced by fear as this. I recommend no cruelty : 
but those laws are cruel which are illusory, dila- 
tory, or costly, to such appeal to their protcc- 
• tion ; not those which award a stated and known 
severity of punishment for provcu offences. The 
latter are no more so than a precipice (g a pen- 
knife. I may leap down the one, I may cut my 
throat with the other ; 1 may do neither. • 

Sisto Quiuto is the only sovran who ai)pe<ars to 
have acted uniformly according to l^ic national 
character. 

. Leopold. I see in him. however, thatlipniel laws 
do not necessarily maKe a people gxugI. The 
Romans (I would ralhcr call them the inhabitants 
of Rome) wore less sp under Sisto Quinto than 
before or since ; and the Eng^iRli are, and have 
always been, tho most humane of nations, under 
penal laws the most iniquitous and atrocious. 

FredderU. I am desirous of learning why the 
English appear to have been always so. 

Leopold. Look at Spain, at France, at Italy, 
from 1500 to 1600, a century in which the human 
race, both in those countries and in England, 
seen*} to have been greatly worse than it ever 
was before or since ; and you will ritrcly find an 
empoisonmfent, rarely an assassination of a^kind, 
cominitted in England for policy or«menge; 
while every month produces them in rank abun- 
dance through Italy, Spain, and France. I attri- 
bute it chiefly to the conscious valour of the 
English, so long displayed over all their enemies. 
The Spaniards, then esteemed the bmvost and 


best soldiers on the continent, fled before tliem 
from one regionPof America to another, and over 
ail the seas, while opiAen^ cities were Kicked by 
a Ifbat’a crew of buccaneers. 

Prmdyit. The glory of self posscasiou and of 
abstinence from bloodshed is shared by Swedeu 
in the stune age. And indeed, although it might 
bo called I«ale89 intelligent and a leas impartial 
judge invidiousness and aetraction, I can not but 
remark that some of the best I'liiglishmen of that 
period were no better than robbers. 

Leopold. Rol?l)ers they were ; but they also were 
►better than robbers. Courage, which ought to* 
be generous, was rapacious; and Genius, which 
ought to be tutelary, was destructive. Few rise 
to eminenco in a calm ; and of those who attain 
it in a stormier season, the names for the most 
part are perishable. Not so Raleigh’s. 

President. France has produced many quite as 
illustrious in the union of wisdom, eloquence, and 
enterprise, as he was ; and finding such characters 
by no means extraordinary, has forgotten them. 

Vjeopvld. I see clearly she hgis forgotten them, 
whether I read your historians or your older 
writers. 

President. In regard to integrity and candour ; 
no wickedness in that or any oilier age is com- 
parable tJ Bacon’s, another great Riiglishnum, 
who solicited and flattered tho Earl of Essex, 
owed his fortune and dignity to him, and dragged 
him to the scaftbld. 

I do not wonder at the villanics of men who 
have nothing but power and pedigree to support 
them, and whose namife arc as perishable as those 
of their spaniels; but I do wonder at one who is 
conscious that his inu.st be immortal, fixing a 
stigma with his own hand upon it, wliich only 
tho flames that will coiisumo the world can obli- 
terate. T1)0 counsellors of Elizabeth were unry and 
politic; they left magnificent mansions and large 
estates behind them, and the letters which <;om- 
pose their titles are legible enough ; but what were 
the men intrinsically ? Sharpers in Paris are often 
necessitated to exercise as much ability in doing 
less mischief. But Bacon, Bac^n, to whom tlie 
earth had never seen (and was only then about 
to see) an equal : Bacon, te whom Milton and 
Shakspeare might have risen and looked up reve- 
rentially, was lured away by Avarice in the spe- 
cious form of AmbHion ; and Ingratitude, the only 
fiend as odious, oast him down among worse than 
dead men from the pinnacle of glory. 

I now return from the most memorable of the 
chancellors to the laws themselves. The»l!iwR of 
England have been the subject of eulogy to many 
learned and sagacious men. I have read them 
repeatedly and pondered them attentively, and I 
discover them often dilatory, often uncertain, 
often contradictory, often cruel, often ruinous. 
Miienever they find a man down they keep him 
BO^and the more pertinaciously the more ear- 
nestly he appeals to them. Like tilers, in mend- 
ing one hole, they make another. There * 
country in wliich they move with such 
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where life le at staliflB, or, where property is to be 
defended; so slowly. I hs-Te hkrdly thc«cou»ge 
to state these factS; aisd ^nt it totally fp hazaid 
a reflection on them. Can we wonder ijiat, on a 
Bench under so rotten an effigy of Justice; sate a 
ScroggeS; a Jefferies, a Finch, a Page ! The hand of 
Lawstrikes the poor, iiBshadowstrikes the wealthy. 

The Roman institutions were incomparably 
better, when the most respectable and the most 
elevated characters of the republic walked up and 
down the forum, ready to receive the complaints 
and to redress the grievances of their fellow- 
citizens. Such was the practice not only in the 
time of the republic, but before it under the 
kings, and after it under the emperors. Law is 
become in England not only the most expensive, 
but the most rapacious and the most dishonest 
of trades: and the most licentious of strolling 
comedians are those, who, under the title of bar- 
risters, accompany the English judges in their 
circuits. In cross-questioning, as they term it, 
or examination of deponents against their client, 
they bear no respect whatever to honour or genius 
or any kind of worth ; and the accuser who has 
been robbed, defrauded, or otherwise injured, has 
a graver and more intiolerable wrong impending 
over him, not only than what he has ^Iready suf- 
fered, but even than what the criminal himself, 
in most instances, has to fear : so shameless is the 
effrontery, so unrestricted the invective, of bar- 
risters. What is peculiar in our times to the | 
English, is, that these alone are the qualities for 
which the leaders of their Opposition are chosen ; 
and from the Opposition (when the dunghill is 
well heated) ministers and secretaries, heads and 
tails, dart jeross the road before you. 

Leopold. I have observed that these worthies 
begin their course by rowing with their backs 
against the stream, leaving it to be inferred what 
feats they can perform when a fare is offered them 
to go with it. With them we have nothing to 
do : let us descend again to the lower courts, in 
which the slowness of reparation is the thing most 
complained of. Justice in England is perhaps 
the slower in her movements from a higher sense 
of the decorous. 

President One would imagine that, in this 
long minuet of hers, she might take better care 
not to sweep against and upset the refreshments. 
Who could suppose that laws, instituted to 
tnimanize and civilize mankind,- and on the oper- 
ation of which the eyes of the most acute and vir- 
tuous are constantly intent, should retain a degree 
of ferOi^ity greater than on any occasion they are 
called upon to correct ? and should retain it where 
the nation has loss of it than any other, and 
where hardly any trace of it is to he discovered 
out of its tribunals 1 Yet England, and within 
these twenty years, saw the worst of tortures 
inflicted on a criminal, not for his crime, but i*br 
iiis constancy j not for the violation of his coun- 
tiy’s laws, but for his strict observance of 
nature’s; not for yielding to the soUcltatioufi of 
pover^, or to the Beductions of vice, but for dis- 


regarding pidn, torture^^ death iti6l( thit ii# 
might not i^'ure his fliauBy. Until the year 1779 
a man convicted felony, or petty treason, 
incurred what is barbarously and moMily called 
"corruption of blood,” followed by oonflsCation of 
TOods, if, after or before bis sentence, he aeknoiK 
wfdged himself guilty: hut if, hoping to save 
from ruin a fomily he had already brought to 
shame, he refused to answer the questions of the 
court, axy^ neither dexxied nor confessed hlB gnlH, 
then he was led hack to his dungeon, a little 
bread and water was given to him, he was oast on 
his back, and he perished by the slow operation 
of an iron weight upon his breast, ^laokstene, 
in his encomium on the English laws, which he 
entitles a commentary on the Constitution, is 
unable to deny or to dissemble this fact. Never- 
theless the procedures and admixAstration of 
jnstice are better in England than in Fiance : in 
England it would be an infemy for a person to 
solicit or even to visit a judge on any case, crimi- 
nal or civil : in France it would be thought a folly 
and an affront'not to do it, and the omission of it 
would be the loss of the suit. ^ We Frenchmen are 
the most delicate people in the world on points of 
honour, and the least delicate on points of justice^ 

Leopold. In other words the most on iniaginaxy 
things, the least on real. A man’s vanity tells 
him what is honour, a man’s conscience what is 
justice : the one is busf and importunate in all 
times and places : the other but touches' the 
sleeve when men are alone, and,*if they do not 
mind it, leaves them. Point of honour you may well 
call it ; for such precisely is the space it oocupies. 

Nothing is so surprisibg and proves to me so 
manifestly the moral excellence of the English 
above all othes* nations, as their juries. That 
twelve c men should he unanimous, in order to 
punish an offender, and that neither fear nor cor- 
ruption should have influenced an individual in 
the many hundred thousands who have been 
jurymen, ^ a miracle in morals and jurisprudence. 
No other nation could prudently or safely adopt 
this instigation ; no Italim legislator could modify 
it in aoy way ; nor indeed does it appear to me 
advisable, in the most perfect state to which 
human nature can be brought, that more than 
nine in twelve shpiid decide on guilt or innocence. 
For take the better informed half of the world, put 
the names into an um, draw them out at hazard, 
and by twelves, and you will surely find at least 
three in that number weak, obstinate, cr dishonest. 

PreMerd., Some of the English laws are won- 
derfully strange, and equally strange are the 
expressions. 1 may be pui^hed for "bringing a 
man into contempt”: as'^if anyone cotud be 
brought info it without stirring a step on his own 
legs k^ward it. Aristides may have been laughed 
at, Pho^fon may have been reviled ; but the judge 
who should have said that either had been brought 
into contempt, would have been covered with it 
himself by every citizen of Athens. The English 
are somewhat less quick in the apprehension of 
absurdity: and this expression is not merely aii 
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Absurdity^ but a most pernicious one« The doo- LwpM. In England gloat crimes escape 
trine was inculcated b^ M. Murray, a Scotolfmdn through tbe inteftsity of law ; in Italy small ones 
by birtb, but an English judge, and the opinion through its relaxation, t WJiich is the worse 1 
of judges in that countiy> w^n once acted upon, ^eai^snt 1 dare to answer tiiat the latter is : 
passes into law* The national character, if 1 am because great crimes do not run into smaller, but 
not greatly mistaken, will within half a century smaller in^b greater; and because, if there were 
feel the said efiect of this decision. Nothing td not this reason, multitude turns the scale against 


•the wqjfld is such a safeguard gf liberty and virtue, 
as the guaxim * Ne quid fM dicere cmdeai, ne 
quid vSn wm a/udeedf or such a loss and misfor- 
tune as its abolition. I would punish everything 
false against character, gmd permit ever^hing 
true; as being the fairest chastisement of faults 
and follies J/he modest and surest and most ez- 
peditioui. On the contraiy, an English judge 
would punish in a fellow-citizen what he applauds 
in a Roman historian. 

LeopM. «No tyrant in modem ages or ancient, 
however barbarous, hath enacted such uxyust and 
cruel laws as the parliament of England. Where 
will you poini^out to me one equal in atrocity to 
that wMeh authorizes the renegade son of a 
catholic to dispossess his father T)f his estate 1 
** Honour thy father and mother ” is erased from 
tbe commanidments of the reformed church by 
ifrt of parliament. The renegade may be elected 
to sit in* this parliament, and his qualification is 
founded on the ver^property from which he has 
ejected his own father. Translate the English 
statutes into the languaga of Madagascar or Mo- 
zambique ; read them to the prince of either coun- 
try ; and what must bo the impression 1 

President. He would ask with what instrument 
the English sharpen their teeth ; whether they 
colour them black, red, ^•purple, or yellow; and 
•Would order his subjects to besmear their bodies 
with some acrid juice or gum, whenever a British 
vessel is observed upon the coast. t ^ 

It may indeed be doubted whether the laws of 
England have not been gradually deteriorating 
for above seven hundred years : that is, whether 
they have not been accumulating more^omalies, 
more uncertainties, more delays, more costs, more 
contradictions, more cruej^ies.* « 

Leopold. In England a peasant is slaughtered 
for the slaughter of another’s sheep against his 
consent : a servant for stealing his master’s spoon 
or wig : a little vagabond, staaFipg at Christmas, 
snatches a reg from a hedge, and is recommended 
to the hangman for correction. Are these laws 
l)ett6r than minel 

PresidemL No, sir; th^ are worse in them- 
selves; yet your Highness would do well to 
make the exchange, throwing back to the Eng- 
lish, the boy, rag, spoon, and wig. They would 
suit people betteiP, and might fidrly be laid 
aside when it had outgrown them : bu> I suspect 
they would be serviceable many years. Bimish 
all crimes and you will punish few ; remil asingle 
one and you create a thousand. 

* Shute Barrington, in the year 1776, published Obftr- 
satiom on the Statutett tcith a PropotHion for new- 
mofUHting them. Bacon, while ohairoellor, did the same 
and ineffectually. 


magnitude.^ 

1 must here observe to you that the privilege of 
pardon in a prince is the most flagrant of usurpa- 
tions. It belongs for the greater part to the 
person iqjured ; flut not entirely. The magistrate, 
who takes cognizance of the particulars, should 
also give his assent in the name of the commu- 
nity, not> however, in consequence of a private 
petition or a subsequent representation. 

1 perceive with pleasure in your Code that fines 
occur but seldom. 

Leopold. Pray, M. Du Paty, give me your 
reasous. If they are the same as mine they 
strengthen them; if they are dififerent, they 
are more. 

President. Fines and halters, the minions of 
English jurists, are the most summary and the 
least summary of chastisements, and by far the 
worst. A great fine does no harm whatever to a 
man of great fortune : it is a bribe to the laws, 
and ought^i much to be prohibited as a bribe to 
the judge. It ruius, not the poorer man, but the 
poorer man’s children: it deprives him of what 
he perhaps may do without, but what they can 
not, without an injury to society. If his educa- 
tion was defective, which the offence goes a great 
way toward proving, thffirs must be more defective 
still, because the means of educating them are 
taken away or lessened. In some count;;ies heavier 
fines are imposed for injuries or affronts com- 
mitted against the superior of the offender, 
slighter for those against the inferior : this, if 
ndeed they are ever equitable in such cases, 
lught to be reversed: for the inferior is the 
weaker in calumny and injustice, as in other 
hings. We cannot strike so hard from below as 
rom above. The rich and powerful man does 
not lose even so much as a salute Jby it, while the 
artisan or tradesman loses in one instance a cus- 
tomer, in another ten or tiuenty, in another his 
livelihood. 

Leopold. In reply to the former of your re- 
marks, I know noC what else to say than that 
all punishments must in some degree touch the 
innocent ; and that the fomily of every orlminal 
is a loser in estimation, and oohsequently in pfo- 
perty and prosperity, by his punishment,* how- 
iver just. 

President. According to your laws, two wit- 
esses of bad character are worth more than one 

good. But your Highness will excuse me from 
mtering farther on the Code itself, or from touch- 
ingkany single provision in it, since no conversa- 
tion' could do it rightly and satisfactorily; and 
Indeed I am persuaded that your Highness would 
rather hear what I think of the spirit and iti 
jffects, than of any particular point or position. 

*2 
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, Th^ first Anty of a logidatcc is to a{>p<^lon 
penalties ; the seooi^is to insulate them as much 
as possible, and to embank the water^of Mtter- 
ness. I would therefore, both for the sake of 
compensation to the unoffending an^d to guard 
against offences, place the children of criminals 
in schools or workhouses, appointetjgifor that pur- 
pose, and forbid them' to keep the paternal name, 
which, for more than one reason, should be the 
first thing forfeited. A workhouse opght to con- 
tain a school, not of writing of reading, but of 
industry. If you wish to make the bulk, of mcai 
wiser, do not put books into their hands which 
they will either throw away from indiflerenco or 
must drop from necessity, but give them employ- 
ment suitable to their abilities, and let them be 
occupied in what will repay them the most cer- 
tainly and the best. Their thoughts will thus be 
directed to one main point, and you will produce 
good artisans and good citizens. This is the wis- 
dom for every day in the week; and what is 
higher than this will never be impeded by iVund 
will often rise out of it. 

Leopold: I will consider your advice. Here I 
may venture to assert, that, suitable to my char 
racter, my laws are (drcuiiiapect. 

PresidcTvt, I am afraid that, in thl practice of 
jurisprudence, circumspection more than rarely 
means dilatoriness. Delay of justice is injustice. 
When offences arc defined and punishments arc 
apportioned, no circumspection is necessary. Ac- 
cording to the practice in Tusc-any, if I complain 
of a robbery, a young /'piimiissary of police ex- 
amines me, and writes my deposition, without 
reading it over to me, whereby I may acknow- 
ledge or challenge its correctness. After several 
weeks another young commissary examines me 
again ; at the same interval a third ; and if my 
relation varies a tittle from what is found WTitten 
by either, no chance remains of recovering the 
loss or of punishing tho offender. These young 
men are paid no better than postillions ; and it 
seldopi happens that one of the three is not cor- 
ru})ted by the offender. Travellers cannot delay 
their journey : their valets know it ; hence hardly 
one stranger in twenty but finds himself robbed 
in this city.. Witnesses are required where wit- 
nesses cannot be expected : for which reason 
trcacdiejy is the constant companion of violence, 
and jjiiUiUness of character is ejtcluded, 

1 brought with me a letter of introduction to a 
giontleman here whom I found unwell, and his 
nied«(vil friend by the side of him in choler. As 
the invalid laughed, I took the liberty of asking 
the cause of his good spirits. The doctor will tell 
you his story, said he. ** It was in the beginning 
of .Tanuaiy, and my coachman had been robbed 
of his great-coat : he found it again, detected the 
thief, brought him before the magistrate, an^,hi8 
deposition was written down carefully. AcLord- 
jig to custom, I and the coachman shall be called 
a second time in about forty days, a third in 
about forty more; that, if there is any discre- 
pancy in our evidence, which discrepancy often 


ifrisfts from collusion, and*oftener ftrom Ibrgetfiih 
ness in soine minute circumstances, the rogue 
may eiyoy the benefit of the law, and 1^ acquitted. 
m the meantime 1 must purchase my coachman 
another great-coat ; for justice here keeps nobody 
Smrm but the lawyers ; and the stolen one will 
be eaten by t|^e moths, as is inevitable in cloth 
at the close of Feforuary, if not^careftil|Sr aired 
and beaten.” ' t 

A yotfiig foreigner who had refused a fiivour 
was waylaid in the street at dusk, and a blow 
was aimed at his head*' from belxind with a club, 
which, if he had not at tho moment heard the 
feet of his assassin, must havd killerf* him, dl it 
required from its massiveness the UBO of both 
hands, and the assassin was a remarkably strong 
man. The foreigner turned and ^ avoided it, 
immediately aiming a blow at his adversary. 
The facts were proved : and this blow, necessary 
for self-preservation, was alleged as tho reason 
why the crime was punished by one day’s con- 
finement. Yet the offender, it cannot be doubted, 
had premeditated an assassination, and had 
carried it as far into effect he could. For his 
ai tempt he was almost unpunished ; and if he had 
succeeded in it he would never have been punished 
I at all; for the witnesses w^re brought together 
only by the contest. Had thore been no contest 
there would have been uo witnesses ; it being a 
point of delicacy here in Tuscany pot to interfere 
in another man’s affairs without^ strong solicita- 
tion ; and tho dead can neither ask favours, nor, 
what is equally necessary, requite them. Cow- 
ardice then is a merit, i?ourago a bar to justice. 
AVhat can be expected Yrom a people, the least 
confident in personal strength and honour, when 
such (l^ispositions are countenanced by such insti- 
Ibtions I 

Jjeopold. I need not remark, M. Du Paty, that 
institutions are with difficulty laid aside. 

Predde'^fJt. Yet your Highness has abolished a 
very ancient one, that of mouachism, I forbear 
to say jjptally, but almost, and without detri- 
ment or danger. Now^che forest is thinned, we 
discover its boundaries and can make our way 
through. 

Leopold. The business is done then to your 
satisfaction. ' *' 

PrmidenL Not altogether. In my journey 
from Pisa to Florence, I inquired what was 
allotted to each ejected monk, and was informed 
that it amounted to somewhat lesi' than what 
each galley-slave could earn in prison ; fecilities 
and materials of which earning are supplied to 
him by government, but are supplied in nq mea- 
sure to the ejected monk. 

Leopold. The fellows are idlers and rogues; 
non8^^«them understand, and few of them believe 
what they teach. I am not more imperious and 
arbitrary with the monks, than the monks have 
been wRh princes. I have removed their cells, 
they have removed our palaces. The ohu^h of 
Saint Isidore in Seville was opposite tho royal 
palace; Sanchia and the kin^s daughter was 



PETSR lilSOPOLD AND THE PRESIDENT DU PATY. M 

praying at a windoif, which faced the shrine ^of but for the occu;^ations^f peVc. If salt fisli, tUo 
the saint, when he appeared to th^ family and only kllid within the reach of the comuiou pou[>h‘, 
commanded that thd Bitua|ion of the palace be galled a fast, the most hnporiaiit edeet it pro 
should be changed, as it was unsafe to hav6«a duces that it makes them drink more 
woman so near his ashes.* than they* would otherwise do, and deteriorates 

’• St. Andreas and St. Podius, two Plorentiiyj their blood. 

archbishops, whose images stod opposite in fhe * The Athenians did not keep fasts ; hut their 
’ cathedral, W'^nld serve a scnlptof or painter as policy led ^em to oat sa^ed the grillo and the 
modelsfor the proudest and bitterest of the fallen locust, which diminished the number of these 
angelJ, I have never seen such coigitenances insects, and which at all events it was better to 
among the living : for in the galleys we see eat than to be egten by. 

roguery out of power, and hopeless of authority Leopold, A fliglit of locusts in Attica was like 
and respect : those of the Florentines in general a flight of quails to the Bishop of Capri. • 

express g<pd nature and self-satisfaction. Frequently, when I have been vehement against 

In this digression I jnn seeking no escape or abuses, but silent on my intentions, the clergy has 
subterfuge from our monks. The body is injurious told me that abuses form no part of their religion : 
and pernicious from a shuffling show of enthu- they now tremble at what they call innovation, 
fdasm, of alt pests upon earth the most contagious, not knowing or dissembling that, in pure religion. 
They who believe nothing make others believe there can bo no other innovations than abuses, 
most ; as the best actors in our theatres are those They talk to me about the religion of our fore* 
who retain the most perfect command over their fathers, conveyed to us in all its purity from the 
feelings, voice, and countenance. Our spiritual earliest ages. 1 am afraid, M. Du Paty, the pear 

Mamelukery is as ambitious of power and riches was thumbed at the stalk when it was just ripe, 

as if it hfid child^^en to inherit them, and the and it rotted almost the next day. 

money that* falls into their hands lies dead, the President. The priesthood in all religious sings 

tand ihdifierently cultivated. I shall fumigateH the same anthem. First, the abuses arc stoutly 
my old hives, one after another, not minding the defended ;®but when the ground is no longer ten- 
i>us5 from within. * able, then these abuses are to be distinguished 

There is now another cry against me : that I and separate*! from the holy faith. Since, how- 
am about to curtail the fluinber of holidays. ever, they are always found in its company, you 
President •The worship of St. Kicholas, I may as ■well say that the cat’s skin is not the cat : - 
imagine, woulft bo more easy to abolish than the creature will make horrible cries should you 
that of any other saint, attempt to strip it olF, and perhaps will die of the 

Leopold. Whyl pperation. If you see f man the greater part of 

President. Because h^, making the sign of the his life in bad company, and growing worse at an 
* cross, brought to life a brace of roasted partridges; age when he ought to act more viisely and more 
as 1 saw yesterday, painted and •written in tlie decently, you avoid him, w'licthor his father and 
cloister of Santo Spirito. Surely he c'Ai h%ve mother were hoiicsst people or not. 
few thvourers in the church, wlio thus abuses the You have done much toward Hk) destruction 
holy weapon : if he had lifted it up and broi%lit of a system, v^here fraud has been incessantly 
down a brace out of a covey, instead of .subduct- liuilding upon fraud for fifteen hundred years, 
ing them from the platter, when it lad pleased Neither wit nor wisdom can operate on the vulgar. 
God to put them upon it, he might have expected I’o speak to them obscurely would be insensate, 
more fervency of adoratitn. ♦ and to speak to them plainly would be unsafe. The 

Leopold. A good reason for your beliefs and I most dexterous attack ever made%gainst the wor- 
hopo to give as good a one for my design. It is, ship of the Virgin, the principal worship among 
because every saint in the calendar has made ten catholics, which opens so.Aany side-chapels to 
thousand beggars and ten themaand thieves, not pilfering and imposture, is that of Cervantes, 
counting monks. When we once go beyond the unity of God, who 

PreMent, In my humble opinion, your Impe- can say where we bWu stop ? the human mind is 
rial Highness would have begun better with the then propelled into infinite space, and catches at 
abolition o# fksts, as they arc improperly called, anything, from a want of rest. ^ 

If your people were xnarihers, if you possessed a Leopold. Cervantes wrote some sacred pqctry. 

fisheiy, then indeed there would be a politic and President. Perhaps as a cover to his other book, 

adequate reason for ijiaintaining the institution ; Leopold. I do not remember in what part of 

bttt% the Italians make less use of^ their coast his writings he alludes to the worship of the 
than any people in the world, as among them only Virgin irreverently or jocosely, 
the Venetiane have a fishery, there is no 8|fflcient Presiderv^. Throughout Don Quixote. Dulcinea 

cause or plea for it. That God is betted pleased was the peerless, the immaculate ; and death was 
with a sharp bone than a blunt one, I never can dei^unced against all who hesitated to admit the 
concede. This I know^il'aBts enervate men, and assertion of her perfections. Surdy your Highness 
vender th em unfit not only for the d uties of war, never could have imagined that Cervantes was 
♦ Luca TiwiimBiB Ui»t. Mfrao. Htu Ui^Jori, o. sxxv. such a knight-errant as to attack knight-errantry, 
Boiltixidat. a folly which had ceased almost a century, if 
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indeed It was any My at f|l ; an<f the-kJea fiiat he 
ridiotiled the poems and romances founded on, it^ 
is not less improbable : for they containedrall the 
literature of the nation, excepting theogamiture 
of chapterhouses, theology, and pervaded as with 
a thread of gold the beautiful hiBt<mes of this 
illustrious people. delighted the idlers of 
romance by the jokes he scattered among them 
on the false taste of his predecessors and of his 
rivals ; and he delighted his own heart by his 
solitaiy arcbeiy, well knowing what amusement 
Hhose who came another day would find in piok<^ 
ing up his arrows and discovering the bull's- 
eye hits. Is it possible to misapprehend such 
a passage as this J “ When my, lord duke pro- 
mised you the government of the island, nobody 
over thought of such things as scourgings or 
that preceding, Despatch, and consent to 
this discipline. I assure you it will redound 
to the advantage both of your soul and body ; 
of your soul, fi’om the charity it occasions; 
and of your body, as you are of a florid com- 
plexion, and will be all the better for a little 
blood-letting.” Charles Y. was the knight of La 
Mancha, devoting his labours and vigils, his wars 
and treaties, to the chimerical idea of making 
minds, like watches, turn their indexes, by a 
simultaneous movement, to one point. Sancho 
Panza was the symbol of the people, possessing 
sound sense in other matters, but ready to follow 
the most extravagant visionary in this, and com- 
bining implicit belief in it with the grossest sen- 
suality. For religion, when it is hot enough to 
produce a rank enthusiasm, bums up and kills 
every wholesome seed entrusted to its bosom. A 
man somewhat more suspicious than 1 am, might 
be alriiid that Cervantes was casting a sly glance 
toward the Trinity, when he wrote, instead of 
Tirante el Blanco, Triante. It could not be a 
mistake of his, the name of Tiraute being among 
the most celebrated in romance : and critics and 
editors are so sure of correctness in the first edi- 
tions, that we find Tnante in that of Madrid. 
Allusions are made to the Catholic Church by 
more than one personage ; but the author had the 
good taste, not to sdyjLhe prudence, to avoid the 
continuity of allegory in so long a work, and to 
make it yield to character. 1 a the same manner 
Petronius alludes to Nero, sometimes in a philo- 
sopher, sometimes in a poet, and often in himself; 
so . that the emperor stood in a room panelled 
with piirrors, and turned nowhere without seeing 
his own features. 

Leopold. Y our exposition of the subject is quite 
novel to me, and your observation on it just. I 
eare nothing about the worship of maple-trees and 
marble, or the inscriptiona under them, or the 
coronets above : but 1 am resolved to remove 
many gross impediments to industry, to fo|^id 
the obBervanos it certain old saints, and to dis- 
eountenance the canomsation of any new ones in 
Tuscany. Noble families have been ruined by 
eounting a saint among them ; almost as many as 
Imve been enriched by counting a pope ; for the 


process costs, fifty thousand erowns. When H hap* 
pens that a poorer {pan of woman is made the 
ol^ect of adoration, thdn indeed it is attended 
with somewhat lighter expense, because the eon 
f^temity that solicits it never does so, unless it 
has some powerful patron at Rome, nor unless the 
speculation is sfire ecough to bo luoratlve. t. 

Presid&ni. It appears tq me, sir, that even in s 
religion i;p8ting on peculation and fattenihg on 
vice, with violence on the right hand and l^se- 
hood on the left, giving everything to the sloth- 
ful, and taking everything from the industrious, 
no evil is v^orse than the necessity pjiperiodltfal 
confession to priests ; an evil which, I am afraid, 
your power cannot remove, nor your wisdom 
remedy. It does more than impoverish noble 
families ; it divests them of their rei^pectabiUty. 
What young woman who has once overcome her 
sense of shame, so as to expose before a stranger 
of another sex the first secrets of the heart and 
the disclosing germs of the passions, can retain 
all her delicacy of character ? Modesty, by lifting 
up the veil, is changed in all, her features ; and 
when she turns her first step aside, is gone for 
'ever. Nothing could be invented so eflicaMous a? 
confession to increase and perpetuate the domi- 
nion of the priesthood, and £othing so efficacious 
to accumulate and secure Its wealth, as the doc- 
trine of purgatory. Colifession is good if it be 
made to the person ii\jured. IVigenuouetiess, 
manliness, a resolution to give ssldsfaction for a 
wrong, and a pledge to abstain from it in future, 
are then, and then only, its seasonable fhiits. 
Confession is not only feot good, but positively 
and greatly bad, if it be made to a priest, as it' 
always is in the Catholic Church ; because it trans- 
fejp the authority of pardoning from Him who 
can to him who can not. He whose hay-stack i.9 
buint may pardon the burner of it; but he who 
only hears ^of its being burnt is in no'such situa- 
tion. A ft.</ber may forgive the corruptor of his 
daughter ; can a priest 1 

Leopold, He says he nan. 

Pre^dent, He lies then. God has given him 
no such authority, nor can he show that God has 
enabled him to pardon any sin whatever on con- 
fession made to \v..i : but he knows that neither 
confession to God nor (what is better) to the 
injured party, will give him power and domina- 
tion, by placing the hearts of men, and with their 
hearts, their stomachs and purses (two other vital 
parts), within his reach and under his key. 

Leopold. The priest inherits, he tells you, his 
prerogative from the apostles. 

PretidemL He may as well pretend to tike gift 
of tongues.* Peculiar powers and attributes were 
confemd on the apostles, which never were in- 
tende^fSr perpetuity, and the Catholic chureh 
selects from these whatever can aggrandize it, by 
whatever means and app^eation. 

Leopold. Come, now tot purgatory ; after this 
last sentence you want it. 

PreaideTd. Whether there be or be not such a 
place or thing as purgatory, I think it useless to 
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Bixiec no inouiiy will lead me io prwi 
and eertaintj. Truths, uiabruths, ambiguities, 
•enre^inother chumh most filially. Purgatory has 
one gateimy upon earth; under which gateway is 
a til! to receive the small coin and great coin^ff 
all comers. 

* Will you leave your fathfr ancL mother in the 
flamef for ages, when masses can release them! 
0 sinner f you may expect the same hardness of 
heart in your own children; and your ofiences 
will be the heavier by tYh addition of this inhu- 
manity, practised by you toward your unhappy 
parents, tfiOght by you to your unhappier progeny.’ 
The pefiitent in the confusion of terror begs and 
implores the tender priest to say them : and what 
piiest will do it unpaid 1 Catholics cure sins as 
old women*cure sties in the eye, by rubbing them 
with gold. 

Leopold, M. Du Paty, you do not believe then 
our religion to be of divine origin. 

President, Every good actiop, eveiy good 
thought, everything good, is of divine origin: 
but I see nothing ef the divine in manifest fraud, 
^warming with its insects and reeking in its ex- 
posure; 1 see nothing of it in the political inven-* 
tion of priestly institutions, nor in that base 
metal which solders the church to the state. As 
Christians we can take only the word of Christ ^ 
for our nile. Neither tfie dreams of the convent | 
nor^e revell of the Vatican are adapted to the 
present day. V'e know more things and better 
than priests and monks have taught ua; nor do 
wc esteem those people the more in a tiara than 
in a cowl, in scarlet andT embroidery than in black 
and white. When violence and ignorance had 
usurpea the Roman empire and *the Greek, rea- 
sonably did the few wise men unite agafnst the 
many unwise, until an equal and a safer share of 
power was granted them. Religion opened *lier 
august asylum: Peace, Virtuq, and Learning 
took refuge there, and sate quietly aAthe side of 
Bigotry and Imposture. Diversity of opinion 
did at last spring up ; but the great RJfdy of the 
thinking, at least in this country, found the 
comfort of holding together. Thus by degrees 
the church grew on a level with the state, and 
(what remote posterity will haidly credit) over- 
topped it. Times have changed wonderfully 
since: kings equal monks, and nations equal 
kings. Whether it ought to be thus, I dare not 
ask : certainly it appeared a monstrous thing so 
lately as two centuries ago. The first attempts 
were made by Venice and Holland : one defeated 
the most powerful kipg in Europe, and the other 
broke the league of nearly all. Let ps lower our 
eyes from states to look at individuals : let us 
compare the women of Saxony and Bngl^ with 
those of Italy and, I say it reluctantly, m Trance : 
what a^ difibrence ! In Florence inde^ you rarely 
see resident an EngUshiioman of character they 
are chiefly those who are little respected at home ; 
arrojgant, presum ptuous , suspicious, credulous, and 

* Soolvtjr italter«4 k FImoc, pivtiottlaitj the Bofllth, j 
4noii. I 


I speaking one of anoth|r more maliciously than 
untrulyp But Englishwoxflen in their character 
as in their clothes contract a great deal of dirt 
by travelling. Of this there are many causes: 
the filthiness of our continental inns, so shocking 
to decency^d to nothing of which kind are they 
accustomedrin their own country ; the immodest 
language they hear from all classes, and nearly 
from Jl individuals, a thing utterly unknown 
among them atjiome ; conversations on topics to 
which not even the most vulgar wretch in Eng- 
land ever alludes in presence of a female; and* 
intercourse with others of their countiywomen 
who, from a long residence abroad, have been 
deeply imbued in foreign manners* This impu- 
dicity, t his utter insensibility to decency in con- 
versation, seems to have always been a charac- 
teristic of the Italian race. Many things are 
daily said at the tables of the first society which 
ought only to be hoard in schools of anatomy 
or« medicine. At a time when corruption was 
thought, truly or falsely, to be less profound and 
less general than at present, we find the novelist 
Bandello, a person of education, a courtier, and 
at last a bishop, addressing to a lady of rank, 
whom hevesteemed for her understanding and 
her virtue, a story of Messalina, in which such 
expressions are used by him as the sailors of 
Caieta, her panvmours, would have hesitated to 
employ. Boccaccio too, who flourished much 
earlier, the purest and soundest heart, the com- 
panion of the highes^; the bosom-friend of the 
wisest and the best, represents to us seven un- 
married ladies of the first families, of the noblest 
principles, of the most elegfint «n(h courteous 
manners, listening to the recital of such stories 
as would drive away five out of any seven washer- 
women on the Seine. 

Leopold. We know the timidity of these nymphs, 
and how successfully they conceal their blushes. 
But you were about to say Bomething of the Eng- 
lish ladies you find established here. 

President. These lead the fashion : these teach 
the younger to talk aloud in tlieiH* chapels, and to 
feed greedily on the blushes of the more innocent, 
who at first enter docorcurfly and piously, but 
who soon do the same toward others, that they 
may not be thougl^t awkward and ill-bred. 

Your Highness is perhaps acquainted with what 
occurred this morning. The young woman, I 
understand, was among the beauties of a lit^tle 
fishing-town in the west of England : an gnsign 
fell in love with her and married her. sSe soon 
observed that it was unfashionable in Italy to live 
without her cavediere servi&nte : she engaged one : 
he went away : she took another. In these mat- 
ters the number two multiplies rapidly; they 
followed not singly nor by intervals, but one upon 
anivtber, like eels down a floodgate ^ter a shower. 
Having found access to the house of the Minister, 
she was visited by many, however they declaimed 
against her, until at last a gallant for some private 
ii\iury has whipped her twice in the streets this 
very day. It is hoped she will have mteresl 
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enough to stop inquii^, al^d will Siave reoel^red no 
other harm than a fc^ inch circuitous Jines as 
designate the latitudes on a globe, and tlm name, 
partly derived from her native place |ma partly 
from her recent misfortune, of La Nereide 
Fr'uatata, the whipped Nereid, Nickn^es and 
whippings, when they arc once laidfhn, no one 
has discovered how to iake off, 

Ltopold. What the English ladies may be in 
their interior I do not pretend to know : but when 
J compare their manners and adflress with those 
t,of my Florentine^ or indeed with those of any 
other nation, it is far beyond my prerogative to 
grant them the precedency. Ours are accused of 
levity at church : they go thither, it is objected, to 
make love. Be it so. I never saw a Florentine 
girl or woman, who did not come out in better 
humour than she entered, nor an English who did 
not come out in worse. The heart may surely be 
as impure from gall as from love ; and if wo must 
err on cither side, let it rather be toward the kind 
affections than toward the unkind. The Floren- 
tine opens her heart, gives it, and resumes it, as 
easil as her fan : the Englishwoman abroad keeps 
hers locked up, as a store-room for the reputations 
she has torn, or intends to tear, in pieces. She 
may be indeed a good mother ; but she takes 
’alarm or umbrage at every foot that approaches 
her, I would rather have such a good mother in | 
cub or kennel, than in my (doset or at my table. 

Presideni. The Englishwoman in England is 
domestic : she of highest rank superintends the 
village-school, hears the ^ ;hildren their lesson, 
examines their cleanliness, observes their dress, 
inquires into their health, remarks their conduct, 
presages their^ propensities, is amused at tjieir 
games, and is interested in their adventures. 
She visits the sick, she converses with the aged, 
siie comforts the afflicted, and she carries her sons 
ami daughters with her, to acquire the practice of 
tlieir duties. Those in England are all diffidence; 
those in Italy all defiance. Awkward beyond all 
other >vomen upon earth, they happily are the 
most so w'hen they are copying what is bad. 

If we desire to know with certainty what religion 
is best, let us examine in what countiy are the 
best fathers, mothers, ^ons, daughters, w Ives : we 
shall there also find the best citizens, and of 
course the best Christians. 

Leopold. The catholic has one advantage over 
others, in the fixedness of its dogmas. 

President. These have been interpreted accord- 
ing to* the convenience of the hierarchy. One 
jiope, on more than one occasion, has flatly con- 
tradicted another; and not only has this been 
done where the co:itradicted pope has been de- 
clared an anti-pope (exquisite solution !) but where 
iinti-papacy was ncvcv' dreamt of. Benedict XIV. 
In the formulary called the “ sict of faith ” prefixed 
to the elementary works of e<lu cation, and cvcif to 
the alphabet, makes the children say, “they 
believe that the Son of God will bestow on the 
good the etenial glory of p.;radi8c, and on the 
wicked the eternal pains of hell.” Children, who 


haVeliot a jgenny in their *|>ookets, may belleif 
it ; but old men and women, who carry a wam 
purse in fob or sa^, entertain another belief* 
They are assured that the wicked are xiot 4hible 
to eternal pains, if they leave enough behind th^nr 
fSr masses. In vain will anyone tell me, that 
masses will relieve f^pm purgatory pnly, not 
from hell. Where is the^ instance of a vmalthy 
man told on his death-bed that the chur<^ can 
not save ^is soul by masses, or that he has not 
been confirmed in his ci^dulity that it can? Pay 
handsomely for masses, and Hell is out of the 
question. When you are there indeed j;ou are ^ 
late ; make haste I 

Leopold. Popery, with her worst abuses, hath 
had her converts, and even from among the 
reformed, and men neither vicious nor ignorant : 
explain me this. 

President, Reasons and reason are diflPerent 
things. In all religions there have l;>,een believers 
who reflected with equal intensity. Those you 
mention, serioiiS and melancholy triflers, attach 
much importance to things^ of little. After 
attempting to penetrate and pass the crowd of 
fatlicrs (as they are called) and saints and martyrs; 
and knowing that before them lies a vast extent 
of perplexity and confusion, they stop, exhausted 
and spiritless, cast back a look of anguish over 
the ground they have pl.«d(lccl through, hesitate, 
close their eyes, and sink upon the bosom of 
infallibility . As if the A1 mighty had ever invested 
with liis attributes a senseless and vicious priest, 
Studious of nothing but the usurpation of power 
and the aggrandizement of family, a creature 
stained, as the greater part halli been, with mur- 
der and incest rand other enormities, at^ which 
Nature, is confounded and Piety in consternation. 

If the popes arc the servants of God, it must be 
confessed that God has been very unlucky in the 
choice of his household. So many, and so atro- 
cious, thic^ vs, liars, and murderers, are not to be 
found in any other trade ; much less would you 
look for t« om at the het^l of it. 

Leopold. Take care they do not catch you, 
and treat you as Julius II. was about to treat 
Ariosto. 

Premd.eM. I w^i^ll„ not touch his Galatea under 
his eye : for little am I disposed to be the hero of 
an eclogue, and less than any of a piscatory one. 

There are offences which popes will not pardon ; 
those namely that affect their power/ otherwise 
the best among them permit for money what 
they and their statutes condemn. Prohibitions 
are merely a preparation for indulgences : sins are 
wealth, masses save souls, virtues are insufiiAient; 

Leopold. ‘1 have under my windows here in 
Flore^jce, no fewer than three uncles married to 
their nfojCs, by express permission from the 
“Holiness of our Lord;” the title always given 
to him in our gazettes. A little more wealth, 
with hardly any more impudence, and we (unless 
I check it) may see brother and sister, father and 
child, united by the sacrament of matrimony. 

Premiers. Let ihe return to my monks, Who, 
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wl^aterer may be the abuses of their instltutiautf, 
hawuothing to do with such abomintftions. 

LeopM. While they are^o&ks^ no : but scatter 
the di^on's teeth upon a warmer mouldy and u^ 
spyings a body of the same troopers. 

Those of Borne were desirous^ not many yeaig^ 
jigo, bf beatifying one of your countrymen. "Such 
a rsarity^** shid jfienedetto San*Anna, its partisan 
and its^romoter, "was the brilliant device of father 
Nepomuce^o, and should have gloriousfy greased 
our platters.” j 

Benedetto Sant- Anna Torbellini is the natural 
6oxy)f a prince whom I esteem. Neglecting his 
stuoies, ]^e was placed in a monastery at Borne, 
where he was remarkable for his musical powers, 
and his influence on the minds of his fair auditors. 
An intrigue with the adopted niece of a Cardinal 
was his ruin. " It is not enough then, Benedetto,” 
cried his Eminence, "that you treat me with 
this ingratitude; me, who from your earliest 
youth have treated you with paternal kindness. 
We have known each other’s foibles : but such an 
affront in my own library, under my own eyes, is 
unpardonable.” * 

• In vain he protested that, guilty as he was, this 
aggravation of his guilt was unintentional : that 
for the universe he #vould not have wounded the 
feelings of his early friend and benefactor, who 
certainly had been towarj/ him a great deal more 
than* over fatjjLcr was ; that his Eminence at no 
other time coul^ have boon ifritaied by any levity 
in him; that he thought the library a sanctuary 
unentered by human foot ; and that he and Cos- 
tanza had alnaost blinded themselves, by dusting 
•the cushion where ... * 

" Begone from my sight, villain ; leave Home 
instantly,” cried the cardinal. ^ 

He obeyed, bringing me a letter ; on whifli, 
knowing his state of probation, I did not hesi^itc 
to place him at the head of my young lifers, and 
he will shortly be leader of my band, iis account 
of the sanctification is this. ' 

A poor devil had been observed ever^ day, for 
twenty years, saying his prayers and beating his 
breast upon the bridge of Sant-Angiolo ; *and it 
sounded like a drum from inanition, voluntary or 
involuntary. During the performance of these 
religious duties, a boy, who had*gone over to the 
buttress, on such an occasion as is usual here in 
such places, fell from it, and was taken up by a 
barge a little >ray ofiT. We have receipts for doing 
eveiything, miracles not excepted. On the death 
of the Frenchman, one Labrc, who was attended 
in his last moments by father Nepomucono, it was 
resolved to make a saint of him, as having saved 
by his intercession the boy who tnmbkd from the 
buttress. Depositions were made upon oath that 
he was seen praying at the time, and^fifat he 
neither called out for assistance nor exerted any 
other human aid. Such unequivocal proofs of 
piety and &ith interested all the holy city in his 
behalf. His clothes, after being well shaken on 
the bridge and sprinkled with holy water, were 
removed to the convent. Benedetto Sant* Anna 


had the charge of^vlng^ ^hem the odour of sano 
tity, by sprinkling them llaify with the powder of 
a Tohga Dean, a substance wen unknown at the 
capital of the Christian world. They were kissed 
inside and Outside, and some of the more pious in 
this operation licked them furtively. 

You mu8>1|have observed at Borne, M. Presi- 
dent, a vast number of lanffe beggars. No single 
war, in ancient or modem times, could have 
lamed so many as now become lame every year ; 
nearly all are cheats. A consultation was holdeu 
by the elder monks ; and it was resolved to col- 
lect these rogues and vagabonds, and to restore 
the use of their limbs in the church of the monas- 
teiy. Two younger members of the confraternity 
were commissioned to joke with some and to pay 
a paolo to others. At the morning appointed for 
the solemnity, the cloisters were filled with these 
creatures upon crutches, and the church, arrayed 
in silks of yellow and red, w^as admirably well 
attended. Everyone was in full dress : the ladies 
with naked bosoms, the gentlemen with swonls, 
out of pure respect to mother church. Suddenly 
the cloister-door flew open, and a tremendous 
sound was heard from the pavement to the roof. 
Tatters rustled round, crutches and knees, and 
bosoms cohered with parchment and bladders, 
made a noise greater than that of an attack with 
bayonets. Waves of mendicants, one bending 
over another, poured in. It was an edifying sight. 

An old beggar, really lame, and not in the 
secret, heard by chance of the ceremony, and 
hopped in after the Many prayers wero 

offered up to the beggar-saint : the censer 
waved frequently before his picture ; motioiis of 
the hands in various figures were iftadS over t.ho 
supplicants. Some walked like boys; others 
walked indeed, but felt pain. Again crosses were 
made, again breasts wore beaten, groans and 
thanksgivings were mingled, till at last pain and 
stifTness were unfelt by all; old sinews were 
knitted anew, lost bones recovered, and even the 
maimed and mangled left their late supports in 
the nave of the church as incumbrances, and per- 
haps as offerings, and walked firni and erect to 
finish their thanks in the refectory. One only 
remained. Fatlicr Nepommreno who led the rear 
approached him marvelling, and said majestically 
and somewhat aiij^ily, " Arise.” The beggar, 
strengthened in fi’ith, made an effort. 

“ Do not you find yourself' better f” said father 
Neponmeeno. • 

" Ihithcr better,” replied the mendicant.^ 

" Rise then instantly.” 

He raised himself vehemently, and his crutches 
and knees and knuckles rattled in unison upon 
the floor. 

" Thou man of little faith! away!” exclaimed 
father Nepomuceno. Ho led him into his cell, 
anJ cried furiously, " What means this?” 

" God knows,” replied the poor good patient 
creature ; " it is God’s will.” 

" Have you prayed?” asked the father liastily, 

" Thrice a-day regularly since I could speak.” 
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"In chnrcli) and aliw|,y8 to the Virgin 

" Yes/* replied thi penitent. 

" Have you confessed 1’* 

"Yes.** 

" Have you scourged yoursplf for your manifold 
atus]*' 1 ^ 

"Alas! how can I ^scourge myseffi** cried the 
beggar, with tears in his eyes from so painfhl an 
inability. “ I can only beat myself when I lie 
down: and beside, I can conusiit no offence to 
anyone, which God forbid I should ever wish 
to do.” 

“No offence to anyone! is that no offence! 
How ! no offence do you think it to talk thus pre- 
sumptuously! We are all sinners: unless we did 
works of charity and penitence, what, in the name 
of heaven, wmld become of us ! Vile wretch I I 
must open your eyes. You have secret crimes un- 
expiated : you have brought dishonour upon him 
who would have been your patron, and whose 
manifold mercies you have just witnessed toward 
the more deserving.” 

Upon this he took down a scourge, and bade 
the beggar kiss it: the contrite man complied.^ 
The father unconsciously drew it through his left 
hand, and found that it was one ad«pted to his 
own shoulders. He threw it down indignantly, 
and seized from across the back of an arm-chair 
a broad embroidered garter, stiff with brazen 
threads double-gilt, and embossed with the letters 
Eufrosina: Lauka-Bbatrice : Radicofani: with 
which, and without any ^farther ceremonials, he 
scourged the lame beggar heartily, exhorted him 
to faith, humility, and penitence, and dismissed 
him weepfing^and praising God that his eyes w'cre 
opened.* 

President. I am not the advocate of these 
orders ; but each contains, I know, many virtu- 
ous individuals ; many have resigned all preten- 
sions to patrimony in behalf of brothers and 
sisters, relying on a^ secure possession of their 
hoods and cells. I may not be greatly beneffted 

* It will bardlor be credited that the following is an 
extract from a Gazette In our times. « Pirmac, giovedi 19 
Deoembre 1822. La r^lgione de* Srrvi Maria che ha 
Hvuto origine in questfr^apltale, ci ha date in quest* anno 
il contento di yedere due de* snoi figli, nostri Toscani. 
solUivati alV on§re dtffli altori, cio6 il B. Ubaldn Adimari, 
nobilo Fiorentino di cui ne furonif glA fatte lo fostl nella 
hasilioa della SS. Annunxiata di» quests oittS, ne* tre 
giomi della soorsa pasqua, cio^ 7. B « 9 Aprile, e nella 
o^iesa di monte Senario 11 di 16 nello scorso maggio, in cul 
rioorrava la solennita dell* Asoenaioo del Signore, e 11 B. 
Bonavbntura Bonaoooni, nobile PistojeM, del quale oltre 
1e ftolenniaelme festo celebrate in Orvieto, dove pastd alia 
fftoHa e ei ooneerva il di lui taero eorpot ne* giomo 11, 12, 
e IBdello Ncorso ottobre, il dS 14 del corrente, giomo della 
tna preMiota norte* ne fb eon deoente sacra pompa solen- 
niBaia la memoria nella predetta baailioa della SS. 
AmuuiBlata. Mendiatno pertanto grazie all' AUUtimo, 
per aiterei eoneeeto in questi due Beati Compreneori due 
/>otenH avuoeati ai euo divin trono / ** f 

Aooordfnf to this, God is ready enough to reoetve thanks 
and perfumeiy from whoever offers, without the tntro- 
dttotion of squire or ohamberlaln, but is somewhat slow to 
grant pardon without such powerful advocates as Bfgnor 
Bonaventura Bonaeoorsi or Signor IJhaldo Adimari, in 
tholmintly emhroldsrad Bhossand pink satin lobesof glory. 


by their processions or t^eir prayers, but 
as much by them as by the cutlass and plkol of 
the highwayman. 

Leopold. The greatest of abuses is the bequqs^ 
i<jf gold and jewels to the Virgin and Swts. 
Since howev^ it would shock ^e |dety of the 
people to forbid it, the only plah I can think ot 
is, to decree that such^gifts be confide^ to the 
municipiility in trust and guardianship, and kept 
under lock and key ; and if the Vir^ or Saint 
do not come and take them within the year, that 
it be considered as a proof no such things are 
wanted by them, and that they free®' give them 
to the sick and poor. No roguery of j^estcraft, 
no stupidity of idolatry, is so gross as in this 
practice, which I imagine my sche:j|ie will tend 
speedily to correct. I do not know whether 1 am 
of a profession so good at telling stories as at 
raising them ; however, since I hear most of the 
occurrences that happen in my liftle territory, I 
will relate to you another anecdote. 

Marclicse Kiccardi had the finest reliquary in 
Italy. When he was on his death-bed, the Bomi- 
nicans came about him, and his confe^r wgs 
firmly of opinion that his road to Paradise would 
be smoother if the relics ^were given to their 
church. He was persuaded of the fact : he left 
the Dominicans his relics. I inquired of his son 
the other day, whether it was not with some 
regret that he presented to th| Dominions so 
great a treasure. 

“ Not at all,” said he. 

" I understand the , reliquary to have been 
valued at eight thousand crowns,’* answered 1. , 

“ The reliquary, yes,” replied he, " but I never 
heard the value of the relics.” 

» “ A^at then, marchese, did you only give them f ** 
My father,” said he, " would have felt a tor- 
ment the more, if the reliquary had gone out of 
the famik. We may ho^ for other relics to fill 
it again, fiid just at this time there are some real 
ones th^ will be sold reasonably.** 

I asked him what hd meant. He told me that 
a worthy friar had been despatched from Home, 
on a mission to Ravenna, with a present of relics 
to the cathedral. He was so sober a man that, 
whenever he drink an extraordinary glass of 
wine, it confused his intellects. On his a^val at 
Forli he could not contain his joy nor moderate 
his pride on the treasure he was conveying. The 
box was of cypress, curiously carfed, and ex- 
tremely old: a brass lock was fasten^ uponit 
with pins of the same metal. The brotherhood 
of the convent where he lodged, looked qpon it 
with a variety of eyes, on hearing that it con- 
tained a treasure ; for he uttered not a word upon 
the h^jsre of it. Some believed it was of dia- 
monds; others of emeralds; others of rubies: all 
however were convinced from the lightness that 
the jewels were unset. There is hardly a town in 
Italy where the people are idler than at ForlL 
The lay-brothers of the convent whispered the 
report in every street; and among the ourious 
who assembled at the convmit-gate was an ofBoer, 
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treasures could be light thingB# having hear& 
itfj expressioiii bnt '' Have you«een the treasure V* 
What ^ his surprise on beholding a box nine 
inches long and seven broad, with a cruci^ on the 
top to guard it! and what was his delight at find- 
ing a Mend of his early yguth in the trusty friar. 

" Paolo Naccheri, is it you 1” cried he. 

"^'iliberlb 1 Piliberto !” cried the monk. They 
embraced*: necks and shoulders, beards and tears, 
met. They went away and would sup together. 
The friar drew forth his handkerchief, and pro- 
duced a thick slice of Bologna mortadella, some 
cheese, seven or eight livers, with lard enough to 
fty them in, and some bay leaves and rosemary. 
There was also a piece of new goat-milk cheese, 
Indented like Dover cUfis by his ^ungcr on the 
road : this he threw back into his cowl. The 
lieutenant, when he saw all the provisions, blushed 
ajittle, and was resolved not to be outdone. He 
had observed a goose in the morning at the shop 
of a poulterer, the <yily poulterer in Forli, and 
who refused to sell any smaller portion t^n a 
whole leg, with which it was stipulated that half 
the head and half the neck and the whole foot 
shouA be weired. A noble of the city sent his 
cook several tidfes to negotiate about it ; but the 
poulterer was inflexible, and the noble retreated. 
The lieutenant did what was never done there 
^inoe the days of the Lombard King Aistulphus : 
he stewed three-parts of a goose together, and 
inserted the cheese, the liver, the fiiortadella, the 
bay-leaves, the rosemary, and the lard. Thd monk 
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** Lea^ the matW to ^e : I have detected and 
taken up ^nany rogues.” • 

** 0 fox^Christ’s sake ! it would be a scandal !” 
" Leave it^ I say, to me : I will accuse no friar, 


a native of Ravenna, named Piliberto Quinci. %6 
indeed was curious to dee the^treasure, and, not 
without hope that he might be ordered to convoy, 
it,^came to siy that there was an old munition 

w^gon fit for this service ; little thinking thatj I promise you. Bring me the box by daylight." 


Disturbed and disorderly were tbe slumbers of 
the moikk : ab attributed loss to the levity of 
his conversation, which he confessed to the Virgin, 
begging her however to remember that he had 
mixed it with reUgion. Among other thoughts 
in his imperfect sieop, he fancied that the relics 
were again in the casket. He started up ; walked 
toward it ; closed the lid, turning his eyes away 
from it, as unworthy to behold it, and repeating 
in a tremulous voice, J'lat voluntas tua! again 
placed it under the guardianship of the crucifix. 
Before the dawn of day he rose and dressed him- 
self, if such an expression is applicable to friars, 
and having said a litany, together with a proper 
psalm, By the waiera qf Babylon loe eai donm and 
wep^ he wiped his eyes, covered the precious 
casket, and carried it to his friend, to whom he 
related his sufferings and his dream. 

May I look at it, unworthy as I ami” said 
Tiliberto. 

" Take take it I behold it !” answered the 
friar, sobbing piteously. 

The lock was unforced, but the brass nails were 
standing out from it ; they had been removed and 
replaced. 

"Are you quite sure they have taken the relics'?” 

" Sure, sure ; even the wrapper.” 

" 1 must confer with ftuother upon these nails,” 
said the lieutenant ; “ they may lead to the dis- 
covery of truth.” He had drawn oqe out slily. 

" No, no, no I” cried the friar. 

** One is wanting,” said his friend : ** you your- 


declared that the dish was fit for the marriage of self will bo suspected of curiosity and unbelief, if 


Cana in Galilee. The lieutenant said thg,t such ^as 
his Mend’s courtesy ; but that in hisanxkty to serve 
him he had forgotten the figs and tili aniseed, 
and begged him not to spare the lemon and sugar 
that were beside him ; if #b wanted oil, The oil in 
the lucema was as fresh as any. The pleasure of 
meeting gave activity to their digestive powers, 
and to the antecedent ones : exhortations, jokes, 
recollectionB, wine, religion, Iromen, passed in 
turn: and now struck the vevMqwjUro* The 
monk hurried toward the convent, embracing his 
Mend at the door, and promising to return. He 
did indeed^ and shortly ; pale, speechless, ago- 
nising. 

**What is the matter, my dear Naccheri!** 
exclaimed the lieutenant. 

** I am undone ! 1 am lost for ever I the casket 
is broken open ; the relics gone I" 

" Have you no suspicion of the thief! • * 

" None whatever.” ' 

** Some person in the convent!** 

** Sacrilege ! Impossible 1” 

'a 94 oViSock, one hour after eunaet, when tlie monks 
rtMmtd be th the oemrent. Almoet tbe only queeth»n 
nAcOd op«aly by the Itnliaiis it, § 9^0 totutU tiHf teem- 
Inf with bit erente M that hour. 


this should be missed. Another must be made 
quickly!” 

Pra Paolo shuddered and assented, but re- 
marked that it was Impossible for any human 
hand to imitate the imbossed and ancient nail. 

Leave it to me,” said Piliberto : " you must 
not appear in the business : the nut is out, I may 
be trusted with the shell.” 

He took it into his bedroom, and having 
selected the larger bones of the goose from thcii 
two plates, and crashed them in a lixiviate, and 
rubbed them witfi ashes, he enwrapped them in 
a cartouche-paper, deposited them in the casket, 
fikstening the nails, particularly the one he b!id 
removed. He then ran to the outer rooffi, and 
" Father ! father 1” cried he, I will have nothing 
more to do with it : I am unworthy! 1 can aver 
and swear that a nail was wanting, and 1 believe 
in my conscience that several were loose.” 

The father answered not : he took the casket 
in his hand, looked at it, raised his eyes to heaven, 
and swooned. The lieutenant rubbed his temples 
with vinegar and gunpowder, scratched his gums 
with a flint, and poured some brandy down hia 
throat, muttering in a low gruff voice, what he 
never would have done but for ii Mend, Atfe 
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Masriu ! pre^J I’he n iar’s Beinses returned, but 
it was long befbre he coyd find a channel for the 
efihsion of his piety. ' At last he repealed 
timei^ as the most proper on the occsjton, the 
words in which the Lord was praised* for haring 
glorified his handmaiden. " Sinner as I am,” ex- 
claimed he, " I dare neither doubt nor bellhve 
that the miracle is complete in all its partsi” He 
closed his eyes ; the flesh crept upon his bones ,* 
he lifted up tho casket in his two hands above 
his head, and chanted in a treivAilous voice, Mai 
voluntas tua ! 

The lieutenant said that he doubted, from the 
lightness of the box, whether a single bone was 
restored. Bones are not heavy, it is true/' added 
he ; “ but a young girl’s bones have a good deal 
of marrow in them.” 

** None whatever,” answered the holy man : 
** they were as diy as a palm-branch* on the 
anniversary, and very small; for she was the 
youngest of the eleven thousand.” 

** One miracle is as good as another,” said^the 
lieutenant : " two trusses of hay from the same 
stack smell and weigh pretty much alike. Let 
us hope, however, that the pretty saint has pro- 
tected her bones and vindicated her virginity.” 

Again Fra Paolo chanted Ficut voUmtas tua ! 
Indignant at the robbery, he retunied no more 
to the convent, and resolved to say nothing of 
his charge again until he reached Ravenna. There 
it was received with the ringing of bells, and the 
display of tapestry and bod-coverlets from the 
windows, and the array of all the pillars of all the 
churches in the richest sifks, and of all the saints 
in spangled shoes and powdered perukes : their 
faces were .eddened, their eyebrows blackened, and 
their nails gilt afresh. The clergy, the military, 
the various fraternities, marched before and after it 
into the cathedral. Four knights supported it, 
eight marquises assisting them ; and his Rxcel- 
leney the Governor, adorned with all his orders, 
holding over it the umbrella. Cannon was fired 
as it entered the portal, and again us it ascended 
the Bt6ps of the high altar. Nothing of jubilee 
is celebrated here, nor, I believe, in the rest of 
Europe, without the instruments of violence and 
slaughter. Many dT-^belly felt the butt-end of a 
musket, for yearning too affectionately after the 
youngest of the ele^ cn thousand, in Gic nave of 
the duomo. The crowd was immense. Happy the 
youth who was next to his beloved on that day, 
fof he was near indeed, and she wanted protection 
upon^n sides. If she reproved him for anything, 
the Ambrosian hymn, echoing through the vault, 
intercepted it. 

The bones had been verified upon the oath of 
surgebns and physicians, denominated on such 
occasions the expert,” in presence of the arcb- 
bishop,'^ the canonics, and the protonot^ry. It 
was ascertained that the os pubis had been frac- 
tured, by the same violence as was offered by the 
executione r to the daughter of Scjaniis ; a farther 

t Thew p|^,ni8 lire retvlly oUve-twign, pinced ov^r the 
4 xr«cilbt by *' aud micwtxl oa Taljn Sunday. 
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propf of martyrdom ^ it being remembered by one 
of the canonics, that, according to ih^ Bpman 
laws, virgins mnst finder^ this indigidty leCn^ 
last pumshment. The condition ai the bonee 
was ^mirable. She must have been very young, 
^oor child I If such another os pubis eould he 
found among her sisterhood, it would be decorous 
andt» reTerenti£l to'^compoae a pair of spectacles 
with them for the ^^Holiness of our Lord.” ‘j^everal 
old priests declared that they saw much the better, 
on merely looking through the mysterious curva- 
ture in its present stwte; and a wart of long 
standing was removed from the nose of one by it, 
after forty days, as was evident to ail Baveifina. 
The inauguration of the relics took place on the 
twenty-ninth of July : on the thirtieth of Septem- 
ber the lieutenant Piliberto Quinci was mortally 
wounded from behind the wall of a vineyardyby 
an assassin whose brother he had disarmed and 
was loading with his hands tied behind" him 
toward the city-prison of Forli, He confessed to 
a Jesuit the , fraud he had committed, who ab- 
solved him the more readily as it was committed 
in its first stage against a Dominican. The pain 
of the wound made him exert his voice ; tmfl. 
perhaps he cared little for secrecy, in the greater 
hope of expiating his offenpe ; so that many of 
his friends and attendants heard tho recital, and 
divulged it. Nevertheljgss it was agreed and cer- 
tified that a miracle had really been performecL and 
that, although some of the bones hM been stolen, 
several were yet remaining, and el^dued with such 
efficacy as to convert the baser into the more 
precious, the goose’s in^o the virgin’s. It is re- 
ported that the greater^part of the original are, 
brought into Tuscany, and will bo sold here i this 
report is the comfort of Riccardi. ' 

«Tou may smile at the credulity of even the 
higher orders : I trust however, M. Du Paty; that 
the laws and establishments are better in Tuscany, 
and infom' ition more advanced, than in the other 
states of Laly. Closing the cells of idleness and 
imposture, I have opened schools and manufac- 
tories for the children oi the poor. 

President. Unless the ladies and gentlemen 
can be induced to visit and superintend them; I 
doubt their efficiency. 

A house of indtfstry was established at Como. 
Virtuous mothers have been led frequently emt 
of it, heavy >nth child, and have died from intMii- 
tion in the streets ; their allowance of food being 
only one scanty meal in the twenty-four hours ; 
while prostitutes, thieves, assassins, poisoners, 
have enjoyed purer air and more comfortable 
accommodation in prison, and have been su^^plied 
twice in thp day with more wholesome food, and 
each time more abundantly. In both instances a 
disconi^|rement is holden forth to honesty, a 
reward to crime. 

Sovrans know more correctly the state of Other 
countries than of their own. We may be too near 
great objects to discern them justly; and ihe 
greatest of. all objects to a prince is the intemaJi 
state of his people. 
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LeapokL Tour obsorvution is Just, Thepefso^LS 
we employ have more interest in ^eceiring us 
others have. I *oau tiyst one ; Gianni. I 

* send none abroad ; so that 1 am rather less liab^ 
m deeepticm than my brethren are. As > the 
gentlemen of Tuscany seldom travel further thai 
to Siena or to Fisa^ the expense of a coffee-house- 

* keeper, undcruthe title of pletipotJntiary, is saved 
me e^ywherd 

PresideTvt* Your highness is as dgsirous of 
abolishing idle offices as others are of creating 
them. 

Leopold. I am not atraid of losing my place 
from a wdht of party friends, and have no very 
poor relations to support. Since I send no 
envoys, there are certain states which seem re- 
solved to punish me by sending worse than 
none. * 

It often happens, that those who arc very 
wealthy, are far from forward in displaying what 
they possess ,♦ thus happens it that, in countries 
which abound in talents and geniu the governors 
are careless how little of them is exhibited in 
their appointments to foreign courts. I should 
0 happy to see as ministers at mine, M. Presi- 
ont, mei' like you, with wdiom I could converse* 
familiarly and frailly on matters of high im- 
portance : and no greater compliment could he 
paid me by the princes my friends and allies. 
To delegate as their representatives young per- 
son^ of no Iffiowlodge, no conduct, no respecta- 
bility, proves to me a neglect of their duty and 
an indifference to their honour, and no less 
evidently shows the opinion they entertain of me 
^ to be unworthy and inyurious. Trifling men in 
such situations may suit indeed' small courts, but 
not where the sovran has any credit for the recti- 
tude of his views and the ardiiousnes^* of ^is 
undertakings. 

This reflection leads me back ngaiii to* an 
inquiry into the last of your positiims, that my 
code provides but faintly and ineffectSxlly for the 
protection of character. The slates of Italy are 
the parts of shame in th« body politick Europe. 
1 would not hold out an aegis to protect a snail ; 
the gardener does not shelter his plants while 
they are under-ground. I declare to you, M. Bu 
Paty, that whenever and whfc'rswer I find a cha- 
racter to protect, I will protect it. 

President. 1 am averse to the perpetual main- 
tenance of great armies : but without somewhat 
of a military spirit there can be little spirit for 
anything, as we see in China and India. That 
the Florentines should have conquered the Pisans, 
qultj astonishes me. jyhen I look upon them ; at 
present they could not conquer a hen-coop guarded 
by a cur. J^ccaccio, inkls eclogue iniitled 

the Florentine ,by; the namo< oLBatracus 
(frog), as being the most loquacious aim. timid 
of animals . Such at least is the explanation 
given by his countryman and commentator, Bal- 
delli 

Leopold. The Italians, when they >vere bravest, 
were like tame rabbits ; very pugnacious among 


tbemselves, but prouchlAg, screaming, and sub- 
mitting to be tom ph^meal by the smallest 
ereid'OM of another race.* In the consulate of 
Marcus iTalerius (brother of Publicola) and Postu- 
mius, the Slabines were conquered ; thirteen thou- 
sand prisoners were taken in two battles : in the 
second no il^man was slain. 

I want n^armies : if ever I should want thorn, 
I can procure a much better commodity at tlio 
same price : the rations of a Bohemian and of a 
Tuscan are the se^mo : 1 would not change a good 
fanner for a bad soldier. I want honest men, and 
no other glory than that of making them; 

PreaideTvt. If you a])oli8li the convents of 
monks, you act consistently in abolishing your 
armies : for the natives Florence are the small- 
est and weakest men in Europe ; and, whenever 
we meet one stronger than the generality, we 
HMiy be sure he derives his origin from the con- 
vent. The monks are generally stout, and their 
offspring is healthy ; out this continues fpr only 
ong generation. The children of your soldiers 
are mostly weak, like those of your citizens, and 
from the same cause, indiscriminate venery. The 
monks have their choice, from the facilities 
afforded to them by the sacredness of their order, 
and by thgv boncficence of confession, advantages 
in which the soldiery docs not participate. In 
protestant countries the people is always both 
cleanlier and healthier than in catholic ; but I 
have observed that the religious in the former 
are mostly the weakest men in the community, 
in the latter universallv the strongest. 

Leopold. As my somiers arc useless to me in 
the field, I shall call them out more frequently in 
the churches, when I have reduced Uie number 
of ecclesiastics. On great festivals we have 
decently smart files of them in the nave. I shall 
indulge the people with a larger number, and 
oftener. 

President. In Tuscany there are persons of 
integrity ; few indeed, and therefore tlie more 
estimable. Wherevoi’ there is a substitute for 
morality, where ceremonies stand in the place of 
duties, where the confession of*a fault before a 
priest is more meritorious than never to have com- 
mitted it, where virtues aud^Uuties are vicarious, 
where crimes can be expiated after death for 
money, where by breaking a wafer you open the 
gates of heaven, probity and honour, if they exist 
at all, exist in the temperament of the individuai. 
Hence a general indiftcreuce to virtue in others ; 
lienee the best men in Italy do not avoid the 
vi’orst ; hence the diverging rays of ophiiTiu c .u 
be brought to no focus ; nothing can he consumed 
by it, nothing warmed. , 

The language proves the character of the peo- 
ple, Of all pursuits and occupations, for I am 
unwilling to call it knowledge, the most trifling 
is denominated virtit. An alteration in a picture 
is pentimemto. 

The Romans, detained from war nnd activity 
by a calm, termed it malacia : the Italians, whom 
it keeps out of danger, call it bo7iaccia. I an« 
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ashamed to confejs that we Frenchmen hare 
borrowed this expressiln, without a BU|^icion of 
its import. We are, it|g true, the mostcourage- 
ous people in the w<frld, but we have always been 
the most subject to panics by land, aiii4o despair 
by sea. • 

Leopold. On •modocm and hoTiaccia let me re» 
mark, that, although the latter svpplanted the 
former, as Bcnevcntcmi did Maleverdwn, yet 
malaeia descends not in a direct line from TncUtts 
(a thing evidently unknown to those who substi- 
tuted in its place honaccia), but from fioKoKdt. 
Malm itself has -the same origin. EfTemina^y 
and wickedness were correlative terms both in 
Greek and Latin, as were courage and virtue. 
Among the English, I hear, softness and folly, 
virtue and purity, are synonymous. Let others 
determine on which side lies the indication of the 
more quiet, delicate, and reflecting, people. 

Pt'esiderU. If a footman sends a scullion to a 
tailor, it is an ambaaciala. , Sbirri are eminently 
la famgliay quite at home : but what is admi- 
rable is pelUgrmo. 

So corrupt are they, that softness with them 
must partake of disease and impurity : it is toot- 
hidezm. 

Three or four acres of land with a labourer’s 
cottage are called a podere. Beggarly magni- 
licence of expression ! Every house with a barn- 
.oor, instead of a narrower, is palazzo. 

saw open in a bookseller’s window a boy’s 
dictionary, ** Dictionarium Ciceronianum,” in the 
page where heros was, and found its interpreta- 
tion harone, mgnore. 

Such is their idea of contemplation, and of the 
subjects on which it should be fixed, that if a 
dinner is given to a person of rank, the gazettes 
announce that it was presented alia Contcmplor 
zione della ma EccelUnza. 

A lamb’s fty is cosa stupenda : a paper kite is 
aquUone. 

Tlicir idea of fighting is exemplified in the 
word tirarc, which properly means to drag. 

Strehgth which frightens, and finery which 
attracts them, are honesty : hence valentmmo and 
galantmmo. * 

A well-dressed man is a man of honour, vomo 
di garho. V. 

Spogliare is to undress ; the spoils of a modem 
Italian being his shirt and stockings. 

Pride is offended at sellhQg anything; the 
shop-keeper tells you that he gives you his yard 
of shoe-ribbon : dk, not veride. 

A t^inhet is a joy, gioia : and a present is a 
regala, though it be a bodkin. 

One would imagine that gimtiziato means 
requited : it means hanged : as if justice did 
nothing else, or had nothing else to do. 

Leopold. I can ftimish you with another ex- 
ample in my own profeswon. dovermre means 
to govern and to wash the dishes. This indeed 
.s not so absurd at bottom ; for there is gene- 
rally as much dirty work in the one as in the 


! I^^eddevU, Mesekino, formerly poor,*, b» wm 
! pd^ievous, or had. 

‘ Leopold. I am no etymologist, and mote than 
an etymologist is«wa|ite^ here ; but let me rq;* 
j^ark to you that the word meschim is still In 
use among us in the same double aeceptatioii„aB 
li^e word wretdh is among the English ; and you 
^ Frenchmen, too, employ the word mlchani, which 
comes from it, in ^he same manner. Thb wordfs 
I signify to us that wretchedness and wil^cedneBS 
go togetiier. 

President. I see it. Things strike us in another 
language which we pto over in our own : and 
words often lose their original meaning. What 
is general may become particular, Ihd whl(t is 
particular may become general. Arhaassam is 
io km. The meaning was originally to kill with 
a club. We now say il gaUo ha amazj^ un topo, 
although we have the best grounds for believing 
that cats never killed rats with clubs even in the 
heroic ages. 

An Italian thinks he pays me a Compliment by 
calling me furho, holding it as the summit of feli- 
city and glory to over-reach. But on the other 
hand, if roguery is praiseworthy, misfortune is 
criminal : the captive is a wicked man, cgUivo.r 

A person is not rendered vile byanymiffoonduct; 
but if he has the toothache,^ he is avvilito. 

With all the admiration and aptitude of the 
Italians for poetry, any grimace or trick of the 
countenance is called a verso. Fatantiversf. We 
call valiant the man who defend^ his own or his 
country’s honour by his courage : the Italians call 
valiant a famous fiddler or well-winded fifer, 
valente suonotare. In It^ly the fabulom is the com- 
mon speech : faveUa anfl lingua are synonymous 

Opera was among the Romans labour, as operoi 
pretium, &c. It now signifies the most contemp- 
tible of performances, the vilest oflice of the feet 
and tongue, whenever it stands alone hy exceUeruse, 
Aninia, the s(yul, is also the movld of ahvJtton: 
animella Alie endearing form), a sweedyread. 

Ostia, i sacrifice {kostia), now serves equally to 
designate the Almighty, and the wafer that seals 
a hillet-idbux. This, ^o, we have in common. 
Poisoning was formerly so ordinary an operation 
here, that what other nations call a violent death, 
was called an assisted one. " Nacqui I’opinione, 
dispersa allora, Ch’ egli mancava di morte aiuUda 
piutosto che naturale,” says Bentivoglio on Don 
John of Austria. 

Leopold. Beware, M. President, that no learned 
man in his idleness take you farthef to task on 
the same subject. I would wish to retaliate on 
you 88 gently as posrible, bnt I find in onb of your 
expressions that characteristic sportivenessiivhich 
attends your cruelties, when you commit any. 
Amende Twnorable, as your jurists call it, is thus 
definbi^'I'y them. Le condaxnn^ est k genoux en 
chemise, la cordo au cou, une torche a la main, et 

* ** Temo era stato anoh* eglf un oorto protattore e dften- 

sore, « benignamente e con amorevolesaa haveva asooltato 
1 pr^gbi degli uomini metchini:* Vito di Plulareo da M 
Ludovico BomenioU, MDLX. 
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ooxK^nft par lelouimiL" way m 

which an ofiender is persuaded to correct his emr, 
is^ according to time and person, acoompanien % 
dagetlations, and otherceremonialBoflLonourand 
devotion, in which the huiAbl^ minister of justio^ 
the hangman, has the goodness to lend him all the 
assistance in his power, and indeed to take npoi| 
himself this most painful part of the duty ; the 
persoz^who nzakes the expiation to honour and 
the laws, only lending the superficies (or a little 
more) 8f his body, while the precursory |ection of 
his amendment is going through. 

I have found in twentj^of your authors, at the 
least, the expression, faire retentir sa voix au 
milieu : er^mner is also in common use : a proof 
of anois}^ople : and perhaps some might be found 
of a vain one. I must fight for my Tuscans : they 
have other phrases which prove their good nature, 
not the leas# of merits in any man or any people, 
and among the first to be commended by a 
prince. 

Their oaths^and exclamations, instead of peste 
and other horrors, are, by the kindest and most 
lovely of the gods, per Bacco t per Banco d' India 1 
di Baoco! Corpt^ di Bacco! Per Dingi Bacco / 

PresidewL What can that mean 1 
* Leopold. Dingi is an abbreviation of Dionigi 
(Dionysius). Then, per Diana / or by the most 
beautiful of our indlfeonous plants, as Cappari / 
Corhexzoli / 

President. I do not understand the latter. 

Lubpold. CifrhezzoU are the berries of the arbu- 
tus : your Prenth corheU comes from the twigs, 
which are used in making baskets and panniers ; 
and another word, which you like less, corvee; 
loads of stone, earth, ma^re, carried on the backs 
>>f men and women in crates of this material. Let 
us now leave the fields again for cities and manners. 

We may discern, I think, the charaoiers ^f 
nations in their dififerent modes of salutation. 
We Italians reply Sto hene : the ancient Eomans 
valeo : the Englishman, I am well : the Igenchman, 

I carry myself well, Here the ItaliaV, fne best 
formed of Europeans, stands with gracefulness 
and finnness ; in short, stands weU. Tht' Roman, i 
proudly confident in his strength, says, I am stovJt 
and hearty. The Englishman feels throughout 
mind and body this " standing well," this calm I 
confident vigour, and says, I am»well. The Frcnch- 
miui carries himself so. 

President It is dangerous to retort on princes. 

Leopold. I invite it. 

PresidenU By this condescension I am encour- 
aged to remark, that a stranger is much amused 
by the designation of your Italian tribunals, the 
ruota crimimde, Ac., as if Justice had her wheel, 
like Pbrtune, or rather used the same. 

Leopold. Such is the idea the thing itself pre- 
sents to us : the word is deduced from the 
and unrolling of papers, and is analogous^ the 
volumen of the Romans, and the roU of the English, 
Krhich likewise gives an appellation to a court of 
Judicature. 

President, Your Highness wiU permit me 


CO add one more example. If ii\}ustice is done 
and redress claimed, it A reqfbislte to perform an 
execraMe act, if (he worn mean anything, umu 
liar^ suppltca. Basea language was never 
heard i| the palace of Domltian, who com- 
manded thpt he should be called Lord and Qod. 
I conld select many such expressions. In this 
perversion of moral feeling, it is not to be expected 
that the la^ can always jstand upright. It is 
dangerous for a foreigner not to visit a commissaiy 
of police; but to omit in an address to him the 
title of hlustrissimo, is fistal I conversed the 
other day with mi English gentleman, who had 
dbndncted his wife and fiunily to Pistoja, for the 
benefit of the air. He rented a villa at the recom- 
mendation of the proprietor, who assured him that 
the walls were dry, although built recently. With- 
in a few days it rained, and the bedchambers were 
covered with drops. His wife and child sufibred 
in their health : he expostulated : he ofiered to 
pay a month's rent and to quit the premises, 
insisting on the nullity of an agreement founded 
on fraud. The proposal was rejected : a court of 
judicature declared the contract void. The gen- 
tleman, to prove that there was nothing light or 
ungenerous in his motive, gave to his banker. 
*M. Cassigoli, the amount of the six months' rent, 
to be distnbuted among respectable families in 
distress. The proprietor of the house, enraged at 
losing not only what he had demanded, but also 
what was offered, circulated a report in the coffee- 
houses, and wherever he went, that the gentleman 
might well throw away his money, having acquired 
immense sums by piracy. He appealed to the 
local tribunals, with a rdsult far different from the 
former. The commissary, to whom the business 
was referred by them, called the oflbnder to him 
in private, without informing the plaintiff of hit 
intention. Hence no proof was adduced, no wit- 
ness was present, and the gentleman knew nothing 
of the result for several weeks after. It was an 
admonition to be more cautious in future, given 
to a man who had in succession been servant to 
two masters, both of whom were found dead with- 
out illness ; a man who, without any will in his 
favour, any success in the lottery, any dowry with 
his wife, any trade or profession, any employment 
or occupation, possesBed 12.f'00 crowns. Where 
justice is refused, neglected, or perverted, the 
Presidents del huon Oovemo is the magistrate who 
receives the appeal. The foreigner stated his ease 
fully to the presld^t, from whom he obtained no 
redress, no answer, no notice,* 

* Dr. Lotti of Liz£Rno. on the confines of the* iMtodo- 
nese. the reputed son of the emperor P. Leopold, to whom 
(If I may Judge from the coins) he bore a perfect resem- 
blance, was the most learned and oourteous man 1 have 
ever conversed with in Tuscany. He was rather fond of 
wine ; but with decorum. I spent one of the happiest 
days of my life in hie society, and was about to repeat my 
visit the following summer, when I heard that iny quiet, 
inoffensive, beneficent friend had been stoned to death by 
a parishioner. . No Inquiry was instituted by government : 
be had nothing but erudition and virtue to recommend 
him, and the tears and blessings of the poor. I asked bow 
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LeopoW, As I *i5ore![ed my ears at the com- ! the day the most holy of his ceremonies, thai^ for 
mencement, I m ust at th^* conclusion. Scafidalonsly j -UniOBt ah^ violation of morality, But ifte pope** 
as my servants actc(H the rank and ch^rac^r of ' perhaps have in segret a typical sense of the mass, 
the injured gentleman were impcifectly^nown to permitting the priest l/o celebrate it only once, in 
the commissary and the president, ^ho also are remembrance that Christ was sold once pfitly* 
ignorant that many of the best families in England ||When we arrive at mysteiy, a ringle step^rther 
“ untitled. Here counts and marquises are *rfnd we tumble into the fosse of fraud. TheUomish 
more plentiful than sj^eep andswi^; and there Church is the ^ene|;ial hospital of o^d and ii\purabl@ 
are orders of knighthood where there is not credit superstitions from the Ganges to the It is 
for a pound of polenta. useful to princes as a pigsty is to formers? but it 

President. Your predecessors have softened what shall not infect my palace, and shall do as Httle 
was already too soft : and your highness must give mischief as possible to jny people, 
some consistency to your mud, by exposing and President. Your Highness, by diminislung the 
working it, if you desire to leave upon it any number of priests, will increase the ra^e of m^es. 
durable or just impression. I am afraid it will A few days ago I went into San Lorenzq, and saW 
close upon your footstep tbo moment you go away, a clergyman strip off his gown before the altar 
Leo2>old. I hope not* Tuscany is a beautiM with violence and indignation. Inquiring the 
landscape with bad figures : I must introduce reason, I was informed that four pauU had been 
better. offered to him for a mass, .which he accepted, and 

President. To speak without reserve or dissimu- j that on his coming into the church, the negotia- 
ktion, I have remarked this difference between the ‘ tor said he could afford to pay only three. There 
gentlemen of Florence and those of other nations. 1 are offices in the city where masses are bargained 
AVhile others reject disdainfully and indignantly | for publicly. Purgatoryis the Peni of Catholicism: 
from among them any member who has acted j the body of Christ in some of our shops is at the 
publicly or privately with dishonour, these inter- price of a stockfish, in others a fot goose will 
est themselves warmly in his favour, although^ j hardly reach it, and in p/a rfe* it is worth 

they never bad visited or known the^. It must a sucking-pig. “ 

be from a powerful sympathy, and in the hope, Leopold. The Roman staftes are worse in pro- 
moro or less remote and obscure, that they may , iiortiou. 

benefit in the same manner in the same circum- ' President. There aro more religious in that 
stances. | territory than slave-mastei’s in our Am'^rican 

Leopold. I begin with what forms the moj-al j islands, and their gangs are unc’jr stronger and 
character, however my conduct may be viewed by j severer discipline. The refuse of manhood exer- 
the catholic princes. Fc’. among them are better i ciscs the tyranny of Xerxes in the cloak and under 
than whipped children, or wiser than unwhippc<l j tljc statutes of Pythago?a8. 
ones. Tb.cy.^rc puppets in the hands of priests : j Leopold. It is curious and interesting to observe, 
they nod their heads, open their mouths, shut their the fabrication of those insects, which from the 
eyes, and their blood is liquefied or congealed at bottoii of the Sea of Galilee have been adding, 
the touch of these impostors. I v, ill lessen their year after year, particle on particle, and have ulti- 
influcnce by lessening their number. To the mately filled up almost the whole expanse with 
intent of keeping up a numerous establishment their tort€')us and branching corallines, 
of satellites in the church militant, a priest is When Violence and usurpation wore distracting 
punished more severely foi* performing twice in the Roman empire, can wc wonder if the posses- 
sors of i nowlcdge and, the lovers of quiet clung 
80 iiiuooriteU a (jhiiiimity could have befallen so wann- together, and contrived the bcst and readiest 


lu’artcd ii creature, ami in the decline «tf life: tho reply 
was, f ,\a f forse nno shaglio. Who knows f perhaps it 
was (tone hi/ mistake. Nvhat a virtuous and happy people 
xnusi/ that be. to which such a loss Is linperoeptible ! 1 
saw him but three times, and Ininent it more than 1 think 


means possible of preserving the little they re- 
tained? The, sanctuaries of religion, abandonerl 
by the old god^ sud old worshippers, served the 
purpose well. Persecution rendered the new 


it Tight to (‘xpress, at the distan'oe of nearly two years, gucsts Only the more united : pity at their suf* 


Rest thee with (iod. kind, gentle. gU.iorouK Lotti ! 

A conricr who had been in tho service of Prince Bor- 
gi&iese, went openly by day into the Postmaster’s office, 
etabb^^d him in tlu* body, fired a pistol tiirough his hand, 
was oonftued at Voiterra, and released at the intcreession 


ferings, admiration at their virtues, drew many 
toward them : miracles were invented,, encouraged, 
propagated. There is something of truth in 
everything. Like gold, it is generally found in 


of Prluoe Itorgheso in six weeks. 

Whoever shall publish a periodical work, containing a 
Ot>lTectand detailed nc^countof irregnhiritios and iniquities 
In the variouH courts of hiw throughout Eim>pe, will 
aeoomplish the greatest of literary undertakings, and will 
Obtain the merit of the stanehoHt, tho truest, and tho 


small quantities ; and, as is said of gold, it is 
universal : even falsehood rests upon it.^’ Con- 
trivances, '^’hich at first were requisite and neces- 
sary, for the security of a weak and unprotected 
religi#*? now began to multiply for its extension 


heat of reformers. No subject is so humble that it may 
lot^ie reoommended by a tit simplicity of style : no story 
so flat that It may not solicit attention if edged by pointed 
esnarksv The writer will perform one of those opemtlons 
which are often admired in Nature, by eliciting a steady, 
oroad. and beautiful light, from rottenness and corruption. 


and aggrandisement. .The crodiilpns, the rich, 
tbo slothful, stood prepared for the mark that w 
to be impressed on them, by the coarse indiscri* 
minating letters of the age. The Uteraiy now 
chose their emperor, as the militarr chose fhefra. 
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only giviaig Mm aaotlmr title, inaugomtedb^vreU* 
fioiL A quieter eraft, obeenriog the» Isutabilify 
^ |M>wer, devised aad e;|^bcaited at leisure the 
bstitutioxis best adapted to its maintensjice ; and 
by degrees such barriers were erected about the 
church, as neither in extent nor in strength hqJ 
ever surrounded the pretorium. ^e pious, who 
taeae itom a •distance to i/bnerate the simple 
edificej^e house of a god bom in a manger, could 
not pass nor even look over the ramparts, and 
were driven away or punished as crimixuUs if they 
Inquired for it. Somewhaf earlier, when the name 
of pope had not yet been invented, instead of 
suifrise a# any worldly advantages the pastors 
derived from the tractability of their docks, it 
might rather be excited at their moderation. This, 
however, soon was over ; and such rapacity suc> 
ceeded, as no other religion, no other government, 
no tyranny, no conquest, hath exemplified. In our 
days, the commander of the fhithful in the west is 
contented if We pay and clothe his military, per- 
mitting them to be taken off our Jands for him, 
and allowing him to discipline them, even in our 
streets and houses. • The more virtuous our sub- 
jgcts are, the less contented is he. Every 
execution-day is a rent-day to him : no fellow is 
hanged but the halter is his purse-string. The 
most notorious robber that ever infested Tuscany, 
was no sooner upon the ^bbet, than forty or fifty 
idler thieves, in white surplices half-way down the 
hamC ran al^ut our streets, soliciting the eleemo- 
synary paoh from citizen and peasant, to liberate 
the sinfrl soul earlier out of purgatoiy. Can we 
imagino that crimes w^l be rigorously repre- 
^hended by those who derive a revenue from the 
multiplicity and magnitude of them 1 

President, What purgatory may be to any of 
the dead, I can not tell ; but I see it is a pVadke 
to a great portion of the living. How many dor- 
mitories and refectories are wanned wiih i1 1 how 
many garden^ lined with orange and citron, aro 
brought into blossom by its well-direoted fires ! 
Kot Styx, nor Acheron, nor Phlegethon, but 
Pactolus is now the river^hat runs thiBugh the 
infernal regions, leaving its golden sands on the 
papal shore, the patrimony of Saint Peter. 

Leopold, What do you imagine was the reason, 
M. Du<Paty, why celibacy waS Imposed on the 
priesthood, not when it was chaste and virtuons, 
but at a time when neither the heads of the 
church nor herother members were any longer pure? 

Pmufenft There can not be conceived a better 
reason for so extraordinaiy and unnatural an ordi- 
nance, than that the concubines and wives of such 
disso^pte men were, Hyou may suppose, eternally 
at variance; and eeclesiasticM polity was weU 
aware that they would arouse by degrees, and 
excite to inquiry, a supine and ^rmant 
world. The pope tWefore put down, and sup- 
pressed under the piscatory signet, the more 
damorons of the parties. Among the first Chris- 
tians all things were in common but their wives ; 
motg those of the papal reformation, the wives 
the only things that wwe so. 


Licpgjd, I amsapprehensive, M. Du Paty, you 
will be thought here in Isaly to entertain but little 
reverence even for those hi^er authorities (if any 
are highir than the pope) on which the founda- 
tions of oupftith repose ; it being known that men 
of letters in Trance, including the dignitaries of 
the church, spre inclined to philosophy. 

PresiderU, Sir, 1 wish they were: for then they 
would teach and fractise Christianity, which is 
peace and good-will toward men. The partisans 
of popery have avinced by their conduct, that 
ejther the book whereon they found their religion 
in itself is frlse, or that those dogmas are 
which they pretend to draw from it ; otherwise 
they would not forbid nor discountenance Its cir- 
culation and publicity. In copying the worst 
features of every religion, they should at least 
have omitted this. The Egyptian, the Hindoo, 
and other priesthoods, kept their sacred books 
secluded from the people, and said perhaps that 
they were thus commanded, whether by dog or 
by «Balf, or some such deity : but if the pope 
believed in the gospel, or ever read it, he must 
know that his predecessors, as he calls the apostles, 
were commanded to disseminate it among all the 
nations of the universe. 

Leopolds Catholicism does not appear to be 
quite so polytheistical among you Frenchmen as 
among us. 

President, An Italian, a Spaniard, or a Portu 
guese, has no thought whatever of praying to 
Qod. The expressiou, common in our language, 
is unknown in theirs. Desirous as I always was 
of finding out the opinions of men on this subject, 
I accosted one who had been praying, at the 
entrance of a village, to an image ofresrthenware 
in a niche against a cottage. 

" You pray then, my good young man 1 I am 
happy to observe that you think of your Creator 
in the days of your youth 1 ” 

He looked at me with wonder. 

"Were not you praying to the Father of 
mercies ? " 

" 0 now I understand. I was praying, sir, to 
his mother and Saint Zenobio.” * 

"Excellently done ! but do you never offer up 
a prayer to God himself? ” • 

His reply I must give in his own language. 

"Mi canzonal A.d Iddio medesimo ! solo solo I 
ma dawero non sono si poco garbato.’’ 

Accustomed, as the people of these countries 
have been for centuries, to ask fiivours by meaps 
of valets, who speak to the lady’s maids, an^ they 
to their mistresses, whence the petition goes up to 
the husband or cavediere serviente, they pursue 
the same steps in their prayers to heaven : first a 
prayer to Saint Zenobio ; then, with his permis- 
sion, to the Yirgin ; who again is requested to 
seize a suitable opportunity of mentioning the 
matter to her son ; or, at her option, to do it he^ 
self, and let him know nothing about the business. 
Snob are the thoughts of those who think the 
most deeply. 

Leopold, What can be the reason why the plottf 
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in your country, and aincere catholi^ apeak 
oftener of God than of hia ton or parenti 

PrimdefnL The reHlaon I preiume iBfihat our 
ancestors the Gaula worshipped ono^ superior 
Being, though, from indifference to the truth in 
su<^ matters, Osesar asserts the obntrary; and 
that hence, we still talk so monotheists ; while 
other nations, who were fonnerly polytheists, 
retain the lan^age of such ; and would perhaps, 
although the religion of the country had retained 
no shadow or resemblance of it.? 

Leopold. No prince ought to be indifferent to 
religion ; but everyone ought to the forms and 
sects of it, so long as they abstain from pretensions 
of interference with the state. This is an offence 
which, at the least, should be punished by their sup- 
pression. I am supposed to exercise an arbitrary 
power in this country : yet my interference in the 
affairs of religion is less extensive than that of 
your Louis XIV. In his Declaration of 1682, he 
says, ^'I’our I’intor^t de TEglise de notre royaume, 
de laquelle nous sommes premier etnniversebpro- 
tecteur.” According to the former of these words 
(premier) he takes precedency of the pope in the 
church; and according to the latter (univcrsel) 
he quite excludes him. 

President, Many of our bishops think other- 
wise, although the most acute and clear of rea- 
soners, and the most eloquent of expositors, 
Bossuet, was in this campaign the champion of 
the king. 

Leopold. Of your bishops there are many who 
think otherwise; first because many of them 
think little, and possess n% learning ; and secondly 
and mainly, because they have a better chance of 
being carthiu.ls by adherence to the papacy, cer- 
tain. that they can not lose their bishoprics by it. 
Surely I have as much power in my monasteries, 
as the popes have in my music-shops. 

President, That is clear. 

Leopold. Nevertheless they have forbidden, 
under pain of excommunication, to copy the 
miserere of Allegrini, w^hich is only to be sung in 
the pope’s chapel, and by eunuchs. This is an 
order more comormable to the taste of Nero than 
to the office of Christ’s vicar. 

President, A countryman of mine, Choron, 
infringed the edict, and may have his throat cut 
for it ; the offender being excommunicated. 

Leopold. Although I would^, admit but one sys- 
tem of laws and one head of them, I w'ould willingly 
see several religions in my states, knowing that 
in England and Holland they are checks one 
upon another. The Quaker inverts his eye and 
rebukes his graceless son, by observing how in- 
dustrious and tractable is the son of some fierce 
Presbyterian : the Catholic points to the daughter 
of a Socinian, and cries shame upon his own, 
educated as she was in the purity of the fiuth, in 

* JtJ3^ Paty were now living, what would he say about 
t e report on the project of a law In France against Aaeri- 
If/fe* in whioh the reporters use the word defeide (god- 
killing) and are guided by the Jesuits, who would bum you 
alive fur materialism ! 


(hctroligionof somaayfarefiMihm Oaiholielm 
loses 6ox6owhat of its poisonous itiong imrowt bj 
taking root in a^ wi/ll-piilTeTiiid, w^<liinTOWea 
As competition lerels the pxiee of proti- 
.sionfl^ so maintains it tJie Just value of aeots. 
r Y^bateyer is vicious in one, is kept under by the 
ooncoui^ of others, and each is emulous to prove 
the superiority off its doctrines by honesty and 
regularity of life. If ever the EngUsh (1)^^ be 
brought to one opinion in politics or religion, 
they would lose the energy of their character and 
the remains of their deedom. In England the 
Catholics are unexceptionably good members of 
society, although the gentlemen of ^at pefkiuk 
sion, I hear, are generally more ignorant than 
others, partly by the jealous spirit of their church, 
and partly by an ungenerous exclusion fkom the 
universities. They keep a chaplfiin in, their 
houses, but always a man of worth, and not com* 
bining as in Italy a plurality of incongruous 
offices. Here a confessor, in many instances, is 
tutor to the children, house-steward to the &ther, 

' and cavediere serviente to the mother. He thinks 
I it would be a mockery of Gcd to call her to con- 
' fesB, without a decent provision of slight trans^ 
IgresBions; and he pures her indigestions by a 
dram, her qualms of conscience by a sacrament 
I President. Both morality*^ and learning require 
I the sound of feet running fiist behind, to keep 
i them from loitering and flagging. When Cal- 
I vinism had made and was making a rapffi pro- 
I gress in France, the Catholic bislfops were learned 
I men; indeed so learned, that Joseph Scaliger, 

I himself a Calvinist, acknowledged in the latter 
, part of his life their im&ense superiority over the 
I rising sect. At present there is only one bishop 
in France capable of reading a chapter in the 
Creek^ Testament, which every schoolboy in Eng- 
land, for whatever profession he is intended, must 

at eleven years of age. I would then recom- 
mend a ^:ee commerce both of matter and of 
mind. I would let men enter their own churches 
with the same freedom as their own houses ; and 
I would^o it without '‘a homily on graciousness 
or favour. For tyranny itself is to me a word less 
odious than toleration. 

Leopold. 1 am placed among certain small dif- 
ficulties. Tusc&ny is my farm : the main object of 
proprietors is their income. I would see my 
cattle fat and my labourers well clothed ; but 1 
would not permit the cattle to break down my 
fences, nor the labourer to dilapidato my build- 
ings. I will preserve the Catholic religion, in its 
dogmas, forms, discipline, and ceremonies : it is 
the pommel of a sovran’s jsword, and the ^chest 
jewel in his regalia ; no bull however shall squeeze 
out blood under me, no faggot sweat out heresy, 
no falj^ey unlock my treasury. The propensity 
will alwajrs exist. The system has been called 
imperi%m in imperio, very unwisely : it was intpe- 
rivm super imperiOf until it taught kings to profit 
by its alphabet, its ciphers, and its flagellations. 
Ton complain that I have softened my niuu . 
is the season for treading ana u « 
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ihm Hitt no better Means of doing bo« n^tf 
cheaper^ bone mqre effsctuM, than by keeping <a 
gang of priests on the plflfoftn. America will 
prodnoe disturbances in Europe by her «maiMnpa*< 
tiop brom England The example will operate in 
parii; not principally. Wherever there is a lu^ticnal 
debl^ dispr(^^dlonately less rgpid 4n its extinc- 
ilon thjp in its formation^ there is a revolutionary 
tendency : this will spread where there is none ; 
aa maladies drst engendered in the air ire soon 
communicated by contact the sound and healthy. 
Various causes will be attributed to the effect; 
evei^the books of philosophers. All the philoso- 
phers in^tne world would produce a weaker 
dibct in this business than one blind ballad- 
singer, Principles are of slower growth than 
passions: and the hand of Philosophy^ holden 
out to all, there are few who press cordially. And 
who are those? the disappointed, the contem- 
plative, the retijcd, the timid. Did Cromwell read 
Plato ? did the grocers of Boston read Locke ? 
The true motives, in political affairs, are often 
improbabte. Men who never heard of philosophy 
but to eneer at it aftSr dinner, wdll attribute to it 
these evils which their own venality and corrup- 
tion have engendered; and not from a spirit of 
fislsehood, but from 4ncompetency of judgment 
and refle^on. What is the stablest in itself is 
not always so in all places* marble is harder and 
more durable than timber: but the palaces of 
Venice and Amsterdam would have split and sunk 
without wooden piles for their foundation. Single 
government wants those manifold props which are 
supplied well-seasoned Catholicism. A king 
indeed may lose his throne by indiscretion or in- 
advertency, but the throne itself wU never lose 
its legs in any Catholic state. Never will a sepub- 
lican or a mixed constitution exist seven year^ 
where the hierarchy of Borne hath recently exerhri 
its potency. V eniee and Genoa afford^o proofs 
to the contrary : they arose and grew vup while 
the popes were bishops, and ere mankind had 
^ witnessed the wonderfol snectaole of an4pverted 
apotheosis., God forbid tnat any corrupt nation 
should dream of becoming what America is. If it 
possesses otke single man of refflection, he will de- 
monstrate the impracticabilit;^ of citizenship,* 
where the stronger body of the st-ate, as the clergy 
must morally be, receives its impulse and agency 
from without ; and where it Claims to itself a juris- 
diction over ^11, excluding all . from any authority 
over its concerns. This demonstration leads to a 
sehtenee which policy is necessitated tjO pronounce, 
and humanity is unable to mitigate. 

President, decries* and speculations always 
subvert religious, never political, establishments. 
UneasinesB makes men shift their postures. Na- 
tional debts produce the same effects as^Slivate 
ones; immorality and a desire of change; the 
former universally, the latter almost. A man 
may well tMnk he pays profusely, who pays a 
tenth as an insurance for his property against the 
perils of: the sea. Does he reason less justly who 
'deems the same sum sufficient for the security or 


the remainder, iti hlsown'loiids, in his own housel 
No conquered people was evgr Obliged to surren- 
der sdeh a portion of its wealth, present and re- 
versionary, as in our ^imes hath been expended 
voluntarily, *in the purchase of handcuffs and 
fetters for home-consumption. Free nations, for 
the sake of doJ&g mischi^ to others, and to punish 
the offence of pretending t8 be like them, have 
consented that a certain preparation of grain riiall 
be interdicted in their families, that certain herbs 
shall never be cultivated in their fields and gar- 
dens, that they shall never roast certain beans, 
nor extract certain liquors, and that certain rooms 
in their houses shall admit no light. Domitian 
never did against his enemies what these free 
nations have done against themselves. 

The seBrtortoise can live without its brains ; an 
old discovery! Men can govern witffout theirs; 
an older still I 

Leopold. I indeed see no reason why different 
sects in religion should not converse in tlie streets, 
as tttfey are walking to their churches and chapek, 
with as much good-will and good-humour, aa 
schoolboys of different ages and claBses, going up 
at the same hour and for the same purpose to 
their appointed forms and respective teachers. 
Both partieffare going for learning and improve- 
ment : the younger is the wiser : how long shall it 
continue sol 

Premdent. I can calculate the period to a day. 
It will continue while the clergy is a distinct body; 
while a priest is a prince ; while he who says at one 
moment, " I am a servafiA i^be servant of servants,” 
says at another, am a master, the master of 
masters !” 

* So long as society will suffer these impositions, 
and toil under these tax-gatherers, and starve and 
contend and bleed for them, animosity .and hatred 
will deface and desecrate the house of prayer and 
peace. The interest of the class, and above all of 
the chiefs, requires it for from the moment when 
men begin to understand and support <me another, 
they will listen to them no longer, nor endure 
them. • 

Leopold, I am influenced little by opinions: 
they vary the most where they are strongest and 
loudest : here they breathe softly, and not against 
me; for I excite the hopes of many by extin- 
guishing those of a few. What I have begun I will 
continue : but I see ..learly where I ought to stop, 
and know to a certainty, which few reformers do, 
where I can. Exempt from intemperance of pef- 
seention as from taint of bigotry, I am disposed 
to see Christianity neither in diamonds nor in 
tatters : 1 would sell her red and white, to procure 
her a clean shift and inoffensive stockings. 

I must persuade both clergy and laity that God 
understands Itatian. Bicci, bishop of Pistoja, is 
convinced of this truth ; but many of his dioce- 
sans, not disputing his authority, argue that, 
although Ood indeed may understand it, yet the 
saints, to whom they offer up incense and in 
whom they have greater confidence, may not ; 
and that being, for the most-part, - old men, H 
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night inoomiiode tliom in tbu r^gioiiB/«f blim to 
alter pristine hebits. 

Wanniy and heartily do I thank ybn, Sd. Du 
Paty, for your observationa: you have ^ooated me ( 
really as your equal. f 

Preddera. I show Id rather thank your Imperial 
Highness for your patience and cdnfidence. If I 
have presented one^rity to the Palazzo Pitti, 
1 have been richly remunerated with another. 


<Tllere are only two things which authorise a man 
I out of office to speakyhis sentiments ftedy in tiie 
courts of princes', wry small stature and very 
small probity. You have abolished this most 
ancient institution, in favour of a middloaUed 
♦man, who can reproach himself with no perver* 
Sion or neglect Justice, in a magistrature of 
twenty years. 


SOUTHEY AND PORSON. 

SKCONO COKTJCR8AT10N. 


Parson. Many thanks, Mr. Southey, for this 
visit in my confinement. I do believe you sec me 
on my last legs ; and perhaps you expected it. 

8<nUhey. Indeed, Mr. Professor, I expected to 
find you unwell, according to report ; but as your 
legs have occasionally fiiiled you, both in Cam- 
bridge and in London, the ^me event may happen 
again many times before the last. The cheeifal- 
ness of your countenance encourages me to make 
this remark. 

Porsmi. There is that soft and quiet ami 
genial humour about you, which raises my spirits 
and tranquillises my infirmity. WWy ' (I wonder) 
have we not always been friends'! 

SenUhey. Alas, my good Mr. Professor! how 
often have the worthiest men asked the same 
question, not indeed of each other, but of their 
own hearts, when age and sickness have worn 
down their asperities, w^en rivalships have grown 
languid, animosities tame, inert, and incxcitabic, 
and when they have become aware of approaching 
more nearly the supreme perennial fountain of 
benevolence and truth 

Parson. Am I listening to the language and to 
the sentiments of a poet ? I ask the question with 
this distinction; for I have often found a wide 
difference between the sentiments and the lan- 
guage. Generally nothing can be purer or more 
humane that what is exhibited in modern poetiy ; 
but 1 may mqption to you, who are known to be 
exempt from the vice, that the nearest neighbours 
in the most romantic scenery, where everything 
seems peace, repose, and harmony, are captious 
and carping one at another. When I hear the 
song of the nightingale, I peglect the naturalist ; 
and in vain does he remind^me that its aliment 
is composed of grubs and worms. Let poets be 
crop-full of jealousy ; let them only sing well; that j 
is enough for me. 

Southey. I think you are wrong in your suppo- 
sition, that the poet and the man are usually dis- 
similar. 

Porson. There is a race of poets ; not however 
the race of Homer and Dante, Milton and Shak- 
speare; but a race of poets there is, which nature 
has condemned to a Siamese twinship. Wherever 
the poet is, there also must the man obtrude 
obliquely his Ul-fevouVed visage. From a Sunken 
connexion with Vanity this surplus ofibpringmay 
always be expected. In no two poets that ever 


lived do we find the fact so remarkably exempli- 
fied as in Byron and Wordsworth. But higher 
power produces an intimate consoioq^ness of itself; 
and this cozusciousnesB is the parent of tranquillity 
and repose. Small poets (observe, I do not call 
Wordsworth and Byron small poets) are as unquiet 
as grubs, which in their boneless and bloo^ess 
flaccidity, struggle and wriggle and die, the mo- 
ment they tumble out of the nut-shell and its 
comfortable drouth. Shak^eare was assailed on 
I every side by rude and beggarly rivals, butche 
I never kicked them out of his way. 

Souikey. Milton was les8<*x)lerant; he shrivelled 
up the lips of his revilers by the austerity of bis 
scorn. In our last cenversation, I remember, I 
had to defend against you the weaker of t^e two 
I poets you just now cited, before ye came to Milton 
and Shakspeare. I am always ready to undertake 
the task. Byron wants no support or setting off, 
so many workmen hajro been employed in the 
construction of his thro^ie, and so many &ir hands 
I in the adaptation of his cushion and canopy. But 
Wor<jsworth, in his poetry at least, always aimed 
iit . . . 

; , Person. My dear Mr. Southey ! the»e are two 
i quarters ^ which you can not expect the will to 
I be taken^or the deed : I mean tlie women and the 
. critics. Your friend inserts parenthesis in paren- 
1 thesis, and adds clause to clause, codicil to codicil, 
I with all the circumsj^ction, circuition, wariness, 
I and strictness, of an indenture. His client has it 
hard and fast. But what is an axiom in law is 
none in poetry. You can not say in yonr profession, 
plv>8 non vUi& ; plus is the worst vitiator and 
violator of the Muses and the Graces. 

Be sparing of your animadversions on Byron. 
He will always have more partisans and admirers 
I than any other in your confraternity. He will 
always be an especial favourite with the ladies, and 
with all who, like them, have no opportunity of 
comparing him with the models of antiquity. He 
possesses the soul of poetry, which is energy; but 
he wants that ideal beq.uty, which is the sublimer 
emaqf^.on, I will not say of the real, for this is 
the more real of the two, but of tlmt wMch is 
ordinarily subject to the senses. With much 
that is admirable, he has nearly all that is vicious; 
a large grasp of small thing8,'Vlthout selection and 
without cohesion. This likewise is the caieeMtb 
the other, without the long hand andthestrongfist 
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I have heaH that yea prefer CriblaB 
to either. * 

PoTfon* Crahbe wrote mta a twopenny nail, 
and aoratched rough trutha and rogues* fi^ts od 
mud walla. There is, however, much in hia poetiy| 
luid more in hia moral character, to admire. Com- 
aring th^ amartnesaea of Cmbbe^th ToungV 
canh^t hkp thinking that tne reverend doctor 
must have wandered in hia Night Thoughta rather 
too near the future vicar’s fbture mother, so 
striking is the reaemblan^. But the vicar, if he 
waa fonder of low company, has greatly more 


PormL Kn had perfume after all. 

** Nouftit of Ufo left, Mve e^uirerlng 
* tVAtn hit limht were tlighUy ahlTerlna." 

Pray, whit does the second lino add to the fira^ 
beside emply words I 

“ Around a tlanghter'd nnny lay.** 

What folIowB'l 

Ne more to oomhat Ar to bleed.** 

Verity ! Well ; more the pity than the wonder. 
According to historians (if you doubt my fidelity 
I will quote thexxf), slaughtered armies have often 
been in this condition. 


nature and sympathy, greatly more vigour and 
coiSpression. Young moralised at a distance on 
some eadEemal appearances of the human heart ; 
Ctabbe entered it on all f own, and told the people 
what an ugly thing it is inside. 

Soutihey, This simple-minded man is totally free 
from malice and animosity. 

Poraon, Bi^htly in the use of these two powers 
have you dii^riminated. Byron is proftise of 
animosity; but I do believe him to be quite without 
malice. Youhavelived amongmenabonttheliakes, 
who want the vigourh.ecessary for the expansion of 
animosity; but whose dunghills are warm enough 
to hatcb*long egg-strings of malice, after a season. 

Southey, It may be«o ; but why advert to them? 
In speaking of vigour, surely you can not mean 
vigour of intellect ? An animal that has been held 
with Jowered nostrils in the Grotto del Cane, 
recovers his seiiyies when he is thrown into the 
Agnano ; hut there is no such resuscitation for the 
writer whose head has been bent over that poetry, 
which, while it intoxicates the brain, deadens or 
^)ervertB the energies of tfie heart. In vain do pure 
waters reflect the heavens to him : jiis respiration 
is on the earth and earthly things : and i^is not 
the whispers of wisdom, or the touches of aflectioff. 


** We Mt down and wept by the waters 
Of Babel, and thought of the day. 

When our foe, !n the hue of his slaughters. 

Made Salem's high places his prey. ' 

A prey "in the hue of his slaughters/' This is 
very pathetic ; but not more so than the thought 
it suggested to me, which is plainer : 

** We eat down and wept by the waters 
Of Camus, and thought of the day, 

^ When damsels would show their red garters 
In their hurry to scamper away." 

Let US see what we can find where this other slip 
of paper divides the pages. 

* ** Let he who made thee.** 


Some of useit Cambridge continue to say, " Let 
him go.” Is this grammatical form grown obso- 
lete? Pray, let I know. Some of us are also 
much in the habit of pronouncing real as if it 
were a dissyllable, and ideal as if it were a tri- 
syllable. All the ^otch deduct a syllable from each 


of these words, and Byron's mother was Scotch. 
What have we here ? * 


** And Bpoil’d her gcKidly lands to gild bis waste." 

1 profess my abhorrence at gilding even a few 
square leagues of waste. 

** Thy fanes, thy temples," 


it is only the shout of the multitude, that can Where is the difference ? 


excite him. It soon falls, and he with 
Poraon, Do not talk in this mannef with the 
ladies, young or old ; a little profligacy is very 
endearing to them. ^ 

SovJOwy, Not to those Aith whom I am likely 
to talk. 

Poraon. Before we continue our discussion on 
the merits of Mr. Wordsworth, imd there are many 
great ones, I must show my Incuimtion to impar- 
tiality, by adducing a few instances of faultiuess 
in Byron. For you must bear in mind that I am 
counsel for the crown against your friend, and 
that it Is n^t my business in this place to call 
witnesses to his good character. 

Sondwy. You leave me no doubt of that. But 
do noti speak in geneialities when you speak of 
him. Lay your finger on those places in particu- 
lar which most displease you. • 

Poraon, It would benumb it; nevertliBlfSi^ I 
will do as you bid me ; and, if ever I am uoijust 
in a single tittle, reprehend me instantly. But 
at present, to Byron as I proposed. Give me the 
volume. Ay, that is it 

Smtibgy, Hethinks it smells of his own fiiTonrite 
beverage, gin-and-water. 


** H untie plough.** 

There arc more of these than of city ploughs or 
court ploughs. 

** Have flung a desolate cloud o'er Yenloe* lovely v-^alla'* 
What think you of a desolate cloud ? 

-• O’er Venice’ lovely walls ? ” 

Where poets have omitted, as in this instance, 
the possesBive a, denoting the genitive case, as we 
are accustomed to call it, they are very censunir 
ble. Few blemishes* in style are greater. But 
here, where no letter a precedes it, the fault is the 
worst In the next line we find 
« Athens' armies.** 

Further on, he makes Petrarca say that his passion 
for Laura was a guilty one. If it was, Petrarca 
did not think it so, and still leas would he have 
said it 

Southey, This arises from his ignorance, that 
reo in Italian poetry, means not only guil^, but 
cruel and aorrovjfiiL 

Poraon, He fimeies that Shakspeare’s Forest 
of Arden is the Belgian Forest of the same name, 
differently spdl^ Azdennes ; whereas it began near 
Stratford-upon-Avon, and extended to Bed«dlleli 
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ft&d the Bidgewayi the houndai^ of Wani^ckihire 
snd Worcesterehire, having: for its centre ,tho Jittle 
town Henlty, called to this day Henley In Arden. 

Souihep, Yon will never find itt Wordsworth 
each fiinlts as these. 

Person, Perhajw not; but let ns see. I am 
apprehensive that we may find g:ravhr; and with* 
out the excuse Of flightiness or incitatlon. We 
will follow him, if you please, where you attempted 
(as coopers do in their business more suecessfolly) 
to draw together the staves of his quarter-cask, by 
putting a little fire of your own chips itt it. Yet 
they start and stare widely ; and even your prac- 
tised hand will scarcely bring it into such condi- 
tion as to render it a sound or saleable commodity. 
You are annoyed, I perceive, at this remark. I 
honour your sensibility. There are, indeed, base 
souls which genius may illuminate, but cannot 
elevate. 

** Struck with an car-acbe by all stronger lays. 

They wrltlie with anguish tit anotl'ier’s praise.*' 

Meantime, what exquisite pleasure must 'you 
have felt, in being the only critic of our age and 
country, labouring for the advancement of those 
w-ho might be thought your rivals! No other 
venturedtoutterasyllable in behalf of y^ourfriend's 
poetiy. While he wheeled his drony flight,” it 
lay among the thread-papers and patch-work of 
the sedater housewifes, and was applied by them 
to the younger part of the family, as an antidote 
■gainst all levity of behaviour. The last time we 
met> you not only defended your fellow-soldier 
while he was lying on tke ground, trodden and 
wounded and crying out aloud, but you lifted him 
up on yoiir shoulders in the middle of the fight, 
presently we must try our strength again, if you 
persist in opposing him to the dramatists of 
Athens. 

Southey, You mistake me widely in imagining 
mo to have ranked him with the Greek tragedians, 
or any great tragedians whatsoever. I only said 
that, in one single poem, Sophocles or Euripides 
would probably have succeeded no better. 

Porson. Thin was going far enough. But 1 
will not oppose my unbelief to your belief, which 
is at all times the pleasanter. Poets, 1 find, are 
beginning to hold critics cheap, and are drilling a 
company out of their own body. At present, in 
marching they lift up their legs too high, and in 
firing they shut their eyes. 

Sowthey, There is little use in arguing with the 
conceited and inexperienced, who, immersed in 
the Slough of ignorance, cry out, " There you are 
inong; there wo differ,” &c. Wry necks are 
always stiff, and hot heads ai^ still worse when 
tlK^ grow cool. i 

- ^^son. Let me ask you, wno, being both a 
poet am4 a ^tic, arc Hk^l to be impartial, 
whether wd# rcstcre the nol)Ie forms which 
time and barbarism disfig|wed, are not more 
estimable than those artisans wi^o mould in coarse 
etay, and covet with plashy chalk, tB^ir shepherds I 
and shcniiMtddBpevIbt Ba^igge-Wellm | 

do Ifot deny nor It; fort, { 


«^rat<liiig due ptaiso to such critics, of whom the 
number in'* our own <4untiy is extremely small 
^ishopricB having obsdSrbodand suffocated half the 
«rew), I must, iu defence of thbse jiarticularly 
Skhom they have criticised too severely, profess my 
opinion that our poetry, of late years, hath gained 
\) the full as iSiuchas it hath lost.^ ^ 

Porson, The sea ateo, of kto years, ,and ail 
other ye^rs too, has followed the same la#. We 
have gained by it emp^ cockle-ehells, dead jelly- 
fish, sand, sMngle, anfl voluminous weeds. On 
the other hand, we have lost our exuberant mea- 
dow-ground, slowly abraded, atealthilv. bitteUfiOfl^ 
morsel after morsel ; we have lost oui;, fat saltr 
marshes ; we have lost our solid turf, besprinkled 
with close flowers ; we have lost our broad umbra- 
geous fences, and their trees and shrubs and 
foliage of plants innumerably various; we have 
lost, in short, everything that delighted us with 
its inexhaustible riehness, and aroused our admira- 
tion at its irregular and unrepressed luxuriance. 

Southey. I Vould detract and derogate from no 
man ; but pardon mo if I am :paof ^ inclined toward 
him who improves our own liWature, than toward 
him who elucidates any other. ® 

Porson. Our own is best improved by the eluci- 
dation of others. Among al9 tho bran in the UUle 
bins of Mr. Wordsworth’s beer-cellar, there is not 
a legal quart of that sfout old English beverage 
with which the good Bishop of Oromore regaled us. 
The buff’ jerkins we saw in Chewy Chase, please 
me better than the linsywoolsy which enwraps 
the puffy limbs of our worthy host at Grasmere. 

Smithey. Keally this,^f not random malice, is 
ill-directed levity. Already you have acquired 
that fame and station to which nobody could 
oppose your progress : why not let him have his? 

Porson. So he shall ; this Is the mark 1 aim at. 
It 'is a difficult thing to set a weak man right, 
and it is^eldom worth the trouble; but it is 
infinitely more difficult, when a man is intoxicated 
by applauses, to persuade him that he is going 
astray, r^he more tepder and coaxing we are, 
the oftener is the elbow jerked into our sides. 
There are three classes of sufferers under criti- 
cism : the querulous, the acqaiescent, and the 
contemptuous. In the two latter, there is usually 
something of magnanimity ; but hi the querulous 
we always find the imbecile, the vain, and the 
mean-spirited. I do not hear that you ever have 
condescended to notice any attack oi^ your poeti- 
cal works, either in note or pre&ce. Meanwhile, 
your neighbour would allure us into his cottage 
by setting his sheep-dog at us ; which guardian of 
the premises runs after and snaps at every ^^bble 
thrown to irritate him. 

8outhey.^?fs,y, leave these tropes and meta- 
phorl^lnd acknowledge that Wordsworth foui 
been scomfixlly treated. 

Porson, Those always will be who show one 
weakness at having been attacked on another. 
I admire your suavity of temper, and youroott- 
sciousness of worth ; your disdain of obloqp^iy, and 
your resignation to the destinies of anthoi^i^ 
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IF«T«r did either poet or bver giiit tiaythiiig % 
emplaiiiiDg. y ^ 

SoiUheif. Sack sparks ftgovreritlesire in gene* 
nd, give x'^lther warmth nor light, and only makh 
people stare and stand out of the way, lest they 
should fiall on them. * 

• Those who havetaasahlted you and 

Ifr. WiDrdswo^ are perhaps less malicious than 
unprincipled ; the pursulTants of powfr, or the 
running footmen of faction. Tour patience is 
admirable ; his impatience is laughdble. Nothing 
is more swinging than to see him raise his bristles 
and expose his tusk at every invader of his brush* 
wood, enery marauder of his hips and haws. 

SamtJiey, Among all 'the races of men, we Bng* 
lish are at once the most generous and the most 
Ui-tompered*. We all carry sticks in our hands to 
out down the heads of the higher poppies. 

Person, A very high poppy, and surcharged 
with Letheandew, is that before us. But continue. 

Southey, I would have added, that each resents 
in another any ixyustice ; and resedts it indeed so 
violently, as to turn unjust on the opposite side. 
Wordsworth, in whose poetry you yourself admit 
there are many and great beauties, will, 1 am * 
afraid, ie tossed out of his balance by a sudden 
jerk in raising him. * 

Person, Nothing more likely. The reaction 
may be as precipitate the pull is now violent 
against him. ^Iiyudicious friends will cause him 
less uneasiness, *but will do him greater mischief 
than intemperate opponents. 

Southey. You can not be accused of either fault: 
but you demand too mo^h, and pardon no remiss- 
'hess. However, you have at no time abetted by 
your example the paltry pelters ef golden fruit 
paled out from them. • ^ 

Parson. Removed alike from the crowd and the 
coterije, 1 have always avoided, with timid Ca- 
dence, the bird’Cagewalk of literature, i have with* 
holdon from Herman and some others, a part of 
what is due to them ; and I regret it. Sometimes 
1 have been arrogant, nei^r have I been malicious. 
Unhappily, 1 was educated in a school of criticism 
where the exercises were too gladiatorial. Looking 
at my elders in it, they appeared to me so ugly, in 
part from their contortions, and i|i part from their 
Hcam, that I suspected it must be a dangerous 
thing to wield a scourge of vipers ; and 1 thought 
no very ereditable appointment to be linkboy 
or pandar air an alley l^ing down to the Furies. 
Age and Infirmity We rendered me milder than 
was. I am loth to fire off my gun in the warren 
which lies before us : loth to startle the snug 
Uttl^oTeatures, each looking so comfortable at the 
mouth of its burrow, or skipping about at short 
dlstanees, or frisking and kicldng up the sand 
along the thriftleBB heath. You have Mkn me 
some vwy good poetry in your author : I have 
some very bad in him to show you. Bach of our 
aetions is an incitement to improve him. But 
what W6 cannot improve or alter, lies in the con* 
•iltution of the maij. ; the determination* to hold 
youin one spot un# yon have heard him throngh; 


the relManoe that anything should be lost ; the 
unc^nsc^usness that ihe paring is less nutritious 
and lesiu savoury than the core ; in short, the 
prolix, the j^rosaic ; a sickly sameness of colour ; 
a sad deficiency of vital heat. 

Southey. Where the language is subdued and 
somewhat coTd, there may nevertheless be internal 
warmth and spirit. There is a paleness in intense 
fires ; they do not flame out nor sparkle. As you 
know, Mr. Professor, it is only a weak wine that 
sends the cork up to the ceiling. 

• Porson. I never was fond of the florid : but I 
would readily pardon the weak wine you allude 
to, for committing this misdemeanour. Upon my 
word, I have no such complaint to make against 
it. I said little at the time about these poems, 
and usually say little more on better. In our 
praises and censures, we should see before us one 
sole object : instruction. A single woll-set post, 
with a few plain letters upon it, directs us better 
than fifty that turn about and totter, covered as 
they may be from top to l>ottom with coronals 
and garlands. 

Southey. We have about a million critics in 
' Great Britain ; not a soul of which critics enter* 
tains the ^lightest doubt of his own infallibility. 
You, with all your learning and all your canons of 
criticism, will never make them waver. 

Person. We will not waste our breath on the 
best of them. Rather let me turn toward you, so 
zealous, so ardent, so indefatigable a friend, and, 
if reports are true, so ill-requited. When your 
client was the ridicule #f all the wits in England, 
of whom Canning and Prere were foremost, by youi 
indignation at injustice he was rightjSfl^ and more 
than righted. For although you attributed to 
him what perhaps was not greatly above his due, 
yet they who acknowledge your authority, and 
contend under your l)anner, have carried him 
much further ; nay, further, I apprehend, than is 
expedient or safe ; and they will drop him before 
the day closes, where there is nobody to show the 
way home. 

Southey. Could not you, Mr. Professor, do that 
good service to him, which others in another pro- 
vince have so often done to you ] 

Person, Nobody bettor^obody with less danger 
from intorruptions. But 1 must be even more 
enthusiastic than you are, if I prefer this excur- 
sion to your convex sation. My memory, although 
the strongest part of me, is apt to stagger and 
swerve under verses piled incompactly. In dhr 
last meeting, you had him mostly to yourself, and 
you gave me abundantly of the best ; at present, 
while my grael is before me, it appears no unsea- 
sonable time to throw a little salt into both occa* 
rionally, as may suit my palate. You will not 
be displeased 1 

Southey, Oeriidnly not, unless you are u]\jiiat ; 
nor even then, unless 1 find the iqjustioe to be 
founded on ill-will. 

Person, Thai can not be. I stand 
l>fli|»ioere iiade quaam talM, poMtoque vidar 
Kmire.** 
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Beside^ knowing that my verdicts will regie* 
tered and recorded, Marc not utter a batty an 
inconsiderate one. 1 lay it down as ai^ axiom, 
that languor is the cause or the effect of most dia- 
orders, and is itself the veiy worst in poetry. 
Wordsworth’s is an instrument ^hioh has no 
trumpet-stop. « 

Southey. But, such as it is, he blows it weU. 
Surely it is something to have accompanied sound 
sense with pleasing harmony, yrhether in verse 
or prose. 

Porson. What is the worth of a musical instnf- 
ment which has no high key ? Kven Pan’s pipe 
rises above the baritones ; yet 1 never should mis- 
take it for an organ. 

Southey. It is evident that you are ill-disposed 
to countenance the modems ; I mean principally 
the living. 

Poreon. They are less disposed to countenance 
one another. 

Southy. Whore there is genius there should^ be 
geniality. The curse of quarrelsomeness, of hand 
against every man, was inflicted on the children 


poetically ^pressed. P«w, however, are these 
which do not eont^mudh of the mperiuoai^ 
and more of the proBaie^ For one nod of appro- 
lotion, I therefore give two of drowsiness. Yon 
accuse me of injustice, not only to this author, 
bht to all the living. Now Byron is living; 
there is more* spirit in Byron: ^ott is 
there is more vivacity and variety in Scott. •Byron 
exhibits 4i$jedi me/mbra poeUt; and strong mils* 
cles quiver throughout ; but rather like galvanism 
than healthy* life. Th^re is a freshness in all 
Scott’s scenery ; a vigour and distinctness In all 
his oharectera. He seems the brotheirin-armssof 
Froissart. 1 admire his Mannion in particular. 
Give me his massy claymore, 'and keep in the 
cabinet or the boudoir the jewelled hilt of the 
oriental dirk. The pages which my forefinger 
keeps open for you, contain a thing in the form 
of a sonnet; a thing to which, for insipidity, 
tripe au noUurel is a dainty. r 

** Great men haye been among handa that penned 
And tongues that uttered wisdom ; better none* 

The later Sydney, Marvel, Harrington, 

Yotmg Vane, and others who called Milton friend.** 


flocks on the fertile hanks of the Euphrates, or 
contemplated the heavens from thf elevated 
ranges of Chaldea. 

Poraun. Let none be cast down by the malice 
of their conlcmporaries, or surprised at the defec- 
tion of their associates, when he himself who has 
tended more than any man living to purify the 
poetry and to liberalize the criticism of his na- 
tion, is represented, by (&e whom he has called 
** inoflfensive and virtuous,” as an author all whose 
poetry is 4Uif)t worth five shillings,” and of whom 
another has said that his verses sound like 
dumb-bells.” Such are the expressions of two 
among your friends and familiars, both xmder 
obligations to you for the earliest and weightiest 
testimony in their favour. It would appear as if 
the exercise of the poetical faculty left irritation 
and weakness behind it, depriving its possessor at 
once of love and modesty, and making him re- 
semble a spoiltp child, who most indulges in its 
frowardness when you exclaim ''what a spoilt 
child it isl” and carry it crying and kicking out 
of the room. Your poetical neighbours, I hear, 
complain bitterly that you never have lauded 
them at large in your OrUicabjReviewe. 

Southey. I never have; bedluse one grain of^ 
commendation more to the one than the other 
would make them enemies ; and no language of 
mine Vould be thought adequate by either to hia. 
deserts. Each could not be called the greatest 
poet of the age ; and by such compliance I should 
have been for ever divested of my authority as a 
critic. I lost, however, no opportunity of com- 
mending heartily what is best in them ; and I 
have never obtmded on anyone’s notice what is 
amiss, but carefolly concealed it. I wish you 
were equally charitable. 

Poreon. 1 will be ; and generous too. There 
are several things in these volumes, beside that 
which you fiecited, containing just thoughts 


I When he potted these fot lampreys, he fo^t tht 
condiments, which the finest lampreys want ; but 
' how close and flat he has laid them! 1 see no- 
thing in poetry since 

- Pour-and-twreaty flddlera all In a row,** 

o © 

fit to compare with it. How the igood men and 
true stand, shoulder to shoulder, and keep one 
another up! 

SouJthey. In these ceni[pre8 and sarcasms, yon 
forget 

AlcandrumquoHaliumque Noemonaque Frytanimque.** 
r 

Flom the Spanish I could bring forward many 
suqh- 

Poreon. £ut here is a sonnet ; and the sonnet 
admits not^hat approach to the prosaic which is 
allowable in the ballad, particularly in the ballad 
of action. For which reason I never laughed, as 
many di(f, at 

** Lord Lion King at Armti.** 

Scott knew what he was about. In his chivalry, 
and in all thq true, gaiety is mingled wi^ 
strength, and fiicility with majesty. Lord Lion 
may be defended by the practice of the older 
poets who describe the like scenes and adven- 
tures. There is much resembling it, instance, 
in Chevy Chme. Marmion is a poem of (Rivalry, 
partaking (in some measure) of the hiUlad, but 
rising in sundry places to the epic, and closing 
with a battle worthy of th4 Iliad. Ariostt^ lias 
demonstrated that a romance may be so adorned 
by the apparatus, and so elevated by the spirit of 
poetr^^w to be taken for an epic ; but it has a 
wider field of its own, with outlying forests and 
chases. Spanish and Italian poetry often Seems 
to run in extremely slender veins through a vast 
extent of barren ground. 

Southey. But often, too, it is pure and plastic. 
The republicans, whose cofiipact phalanx you 
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mu^iNiriiigly rididiled in Wordsworth’s W- 1 
oet^ niAko surely no sorriel a figure tbhn 
** A Don Alvaro ito lAUia 
Condenttible de CaBtiUa 
B1 Re Don Juan el fiogutodo.** 

Ponon, What an admirable Spani^ scholar 
jDittst )Cr. Wordsworth be 1 J^ow completely has' 
he traaBliised mto his own compositions all the 
spirit V those yerses ! Neyertheless, it is much 
to be regretted that, in resolving on simplicity, 
he did not place himse]^ under the tuition of 
Bums; which quality Bums could have taught 
higi in igrfection; but others he never could 
have iiqpflurted to such an auditor. He would 
have sung in vain to him 

** Sooto wba hao wi’ Wallace bled.’* 

A song mofb animating than ever l^rtaeus sang 
to the fifB before the Spartans. But simplicity 
in Bums is never stale and unprofitable. In 
Bums there is no waste of words out of an ill- 
shouldered sack ; no troublesome running back- 
ward and forward of little, idle, ragged ideas ; no 
ostentation of sentiment in the surtout of selfish- 
ness. Where was 1 1 ^ 

** Betteanone . . . The later Sidney . . . Young Vane . . .* 
These moralists could act . . . and . . . comprehend !’* 

We might expect as much if ** none were better'* 

«<They knew how genuii^ glory was . . . put on! 

Whgt is genuine is not pvt on. 

** Taught us how rightfully ... a nation . . . 

Did whatl Took up amsl No such thing. Re- 
monstraiedf No, nor that. What then 1 Why, 

** shone r 1 api inclined to take the shitie out of 
him for it. But how did the nation '' rightfully 
Mne f ” lu fpkndowr ! • 

" Taught us how rightfully a nation shons 
In splendour ! *' * 

Now the secret is out ; make the most of it. An- 
other thing they taught us, ^ 

■* What strength was." 

They did indeed, with a vengeance. Furthermore, 
they taught us what we never could ha^ expected 
from su<^ masters. 

What strength was . . . that could not bend 

But in magnanimous ntecknese.'* 

Brave Oliver I brave and hondht Breton I We know 
pretty well where your magnanimity lay ; we never 
could so cleverly find out your meeknes** Did you 
leave it peradventure on the window-seat at White- 
hall f Thb later Sidney and young Vane, who 
could sesll Milton friend," and Milton himself, 
were gentlemen of your kidney, and they were all 
as q^k as Moses i^th their arch-enemy. 

** Perpetual emptiness ; unceasing ciiange " 

How could the change be unceasing if the empH- 
ness was perpetuid 1 ^ 

** No single volume paramount : no code 
niU a untrna. Thew ig a Code, and the best 
hi Burope : there was none, promulgated under 
our Commonwealth., '* 

** No master-spirit, no determined roadj . , 

And eguafiy a wont of hooks and moi.* 


Soutknf- I do tiot agree m this opinion : for 
although of late years France hath exhibited no 
maif of halted wisdom or ^teat worth, yet surely 
her BevOlution cast up several both intellectual 
and virtuods. But, like fishes in dark nights and 
wintiy weather, allured by deceptive torches, they 
came to the ilhifrtce only to be speared. 

Persfm. Although thercowere many deplorable 
ends in the French Revolution, there was none so 
deplorable as the last sonnet’s. So difihse and 
pointless and aknless is not only this, but fifty 
more, that the author seems to have written them 
in hedger’s gloves, on blotting paper. If be could 
by any contrivance have added to 

** Perpetual emptiness unceasing change,** 
or some occasional change at least, he would have 
been more tolerable. 

Sonthey. He has done it lately : he has written, 
although not yet published, a vast number of 
sonnets on Capital Punishment. 

Porson. Are you serious 1 Already he has 
InlSicted it far and wide, for divers attempts made 
upon him to extort his meaning. 

Southey. Remember, poets superlatively great 
have composed things below their dignity. Suffice 
it to mention only Milton’s translation of the 
Psalms. • 

Porson. Milton was never half so wicked a 
regicide as when he lifted up his hand and smote 
King David. He has atoned for it, however, by 
composing a magnificent psalm of his own, in the 
form of a sonnet. 

Southey. You mean^n the massacre of the Pro- 
testants in Piedmont. This is indeed the noblest 
of sonnets. 

Porson. There are others in Miltdft comparable 
to it, but none elsewhere. In the poems of Shak- 
spoare, which are printed as sonnets, there some- 
times is a singular strength and intensity of 
thought, with little of that imagination which was 
afterward to raise him highest in the universe of 
poetry. Even the interest we take in the private 
life of this miraculous man cannot keep the volume 
in our hands long together. ,We acknowledge 
great power, but we experience great weariness. 
Were I a poet, I would much rather have written 
the Allegro or the Pemeroso, than all those, and 
moreover than nearly all that portion of our metre, 
which, wanting a definite tenn, is ranged under 
the capitulaiy of ’yric. 

Sovlhey. Evidently you dislike the sonnet; 
otherwise there are veiy many in Wordswerth 
which would have obtained your approbation. 

Porson. I have no objection to see mince-meat 
put into small patty-pans, all of equal size, with 
ribs at odd distances : my objection lies mainly 
where I find it without salt or succulence. Milton 
was glad, I can imagine, to iseize upon the sonnet, 
because it restricted him fn)m a profuse expression 
of what soon becomes tiresome, praise. In ad- 
dressing it to the Lord Protector, he was aware 
that prolixity of speech was both unnccesaaiy and 
indecorous : in addressing it to Vane, and Law- 
rence, and Lawes, he felt that friendship is never 
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tbe stronger for running through long%)6xiodB t 
•nd in addresaing it.^) 

** Captain, or Colonol. or Kalghta^Ar^s/’ 
he might be coniident that fourteen such glorious 
lineB were a bulwark sufficient for his protection 
against a royal army. 

Southey. 1 am higjily gratified at your enthu- 
siasm. A great poet represents a great portion of 
the human race. Nature delegated to Shakspeare 
the interests and direction of th^ whole : to Milton 
a smaller part, but with plenary power over it; and 
she bestowed on him such fervour and majesty of 
eloquence as on no other mortal in any age. 

Porson. Perhaps, indeed, not on Demosthenes 
himself. 

Southey. Without many of those qualities of 
which a loftier genius is constituted, without much 
fire, without a wide extent of range, without an eye 
that can look into the heart, or an organ that can 
touch it, Demosthenes had great dexterity and 
great force. By the union of these properties he 
always was impressive on his audience : but his 
orations bear less testimony to the seal of genius 
than the dissertations of Milton do. 

PoTBon. You judge correctly that there are 
several parts of genius in which Denvosthenes is 
deficient, although in none whatever of the con- 
summate orator. In that character there is no 
necessity for stage-exhibitions of wit, however 
well it may be received in an oration from the 
most persuasive and the most stately: Demos- 
thenes, when he catches at wit, misses it, and falls 
flat in the mire. But by discipline and training, 
by abstinence from what is florid and too juicy, 
and by loUening with no idle words on his way, he 
acquired the hard muscles of a wrestler, and 
nobody could stand up against him with success 
or impunity. 

Southey. Milton has equal strength, without an 
abatement of beauty ; not a sinew sharp or rigid, 
not a vein varicose or inflated. Hercules killed 
robbers and ravishers with his knotted club ; he 
cleansal also royal stables by turning whole rivers 
into them : Apollo, with no labour or eflbrt, 
overtime the Python ; brought round liim, in the 
full accordance of harmony, all the Muses ; and 
illuminated with his sole splendour the universal 
world. Suchu!^ the difference I see between 
Demosthenes and Milton. 

Pormn, Would you have anything more of 
Mr. Wordsworth, after the contemplation of two 
men who resemble a god and a fiemi-god in the 
degrees of power ? 

Sovtlmy. I do not believe you can find in 
another of his poems so many blemishes and 
debilities as you have pointed out. 

Ponton. Within the same space, perhaps not. 
Bat my complaint is not against a poverty of 
thought or expression here and there ; it is against 
the sickliness and prostration of the whole body. 

1 should never have thought it worth my while 
to renew and continue our conversation on it, 
unless that ibequently sucl-' discussions lead to 
•omething better than ihe thing discussed; and 


finless we^had abundant proofs that' hmlttm, 
taken opportunely^ is |he parent of hUaiCligr. Yli© 
most b^utiful iris rises in bright expanse out of 
khe minutest watery particles. Little fond as 1 
^am of quoting my own authority, permit me* to 
ibpeat, in this rick chamber, an observation I onee 
made in another almost as rick : „ 

** When wine and gin are gone and epent# 

Small beer fa then moat excellent.^ 

But small beer itself is not equally smalt nor 
equally vapid. Our frirand's poetry, like a cloak 
of gum-elastic, makes me sweat without keeping 
me warm. With regmri to the texture Cnd sew^, 
what think you of • 

** No tliorne can pierce those tender feet. 

Whose ti/e waa as the violet aweet !” 

Southey. It should have been Written “Aer 
tender feet ; ” because, as the words stand, it Is the 
life of the tender feet that is sweet as the violet. 

PoTBon. If there is a Wordsworth school, it 
certainly is nqt a grammar school. Is there any 
lower 1 It must be a school for very little boys, 
and a rod should be hung up m the centre. Take 
another sample. * 

Thurc is a blessing in the air, 

Which teems a sense of to >i6ld.’' 

Was ever line so inadequate to its purpose as the 
second 1 If the blessiijg is evident and certain^ 
the sense of joy arising irom it must be evident 
and certain also, not merely seemihg. Whatever 
only seems to yield a sense of jo^, is scarcely a 
blessing. The verse adds nothing to the one 
before, but rather tends to empty it of the little 
it conveys. 

" And shady groves, for recreation Aamed.** 

** Beerqation !” and in groves that are framed V* 

“ With high respect and gratitude sincere.’* 

Thrls is indeed a good end of a lettsr, but not of a 
poem. I ^ weary of decomposing these lines 
of 'sawd ust : they verily would disgrace any poetiy- 
professor. 

SouQvn'. Acknowledgjmg the prosaic flatness of 
the last verse you quoted, the sneer with which 
you pronounced the final word seems to me un- 
merited. 

PoTBon. Tha^ ^ not gratitude which is not 

sincere." A scholar ought to write nothing so 
incorrect as the phrase ; a poet nothing so Imbo- 
die as the verse. 

Southey. Sincere conveys a stronger senae to 
most understandings than the substantive alone 
would ; words which we can do without, are not 
therefore useless. Many may be of service and 
efficacy to certain minds, which other mindi'pass 
over inobservantly ; and there are many wMoh, 
however light in themselves, wing the way fora 
well-dKiiikted point that could never rea^ the 
heart without it. 

PoTBon. This is true in general, but here in^ 
plioable. I will tril you what ia appUoahla «i idl 
occasions, both in p&etry and prose : met et^terevm: 
without' reference to weak or oommon minds. 
If we give an entertainmeni, we do not set 
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on tttible. {»p andT pimad% juat because ft 
gueat maj be liable to i»lie 5 Btlo& : ‘we rather 
•end these dismal dainties to his chamber, and 
treat our heartier ihends opipour<mly, 1 anal 
wandering. If we critics are logical, it is th#l 
most that can be required at our hcmds : we should 
go out,of our rpcord if we weig philosophical. 

Without both qualities not even the 
lighteft poetty should be reprehended. They do 
not exclude wit, which sometimes shows inexact- 
nesses where mensuration would be tardy and 
incommodious. 

jPorsoTt-tl fear I am at my wits’ end under this 
exhausted receiver. Here are, however, a few 
more Excerpta for you. I shall add but few; 
although 1 have marked with my pencil, in these 
two small volumes, more than seventy spots of 
sterility or quagmire. Mr. Wordsworth has 
hitherto had for his critics men who uncovered 
and darkene 4 hiB blemishes in order to profit by 
them, and aftenvord expounded his songs and 
expatiated on his beauties in ordel to obtain the 
same result; like picture-cleaners, who besmear 
a picture alt over with washy dirtiness, then wipe 
gi^y one-haif of it, making it whiter than it over 
was befere. And nothing draws such crowds to 
the window. • 

1 must make you walk with me up and down 
the deck, else nothing c<fiild keep you from sick- 
aesarin this hull. How do you fecH Will you 
sit down again*! 

SoiUhey. I will hear you and bear with you. 

Eorson, 

*' 1 on the earth will g^plodditig on 

By myself cheerfully, till the day it» done.** 

In what other author do you fifnd such heavy 

trash? « 

** How do you live and what is it you do ?** 

Show me anything like this in the worst poet | 
that ever lived, and I will acknowledge that I am 
the worst critic. A want of sympathy is some- 
times apparent in the midst of poetical pretences. | 
Before u» a gang of giplies, perhaps after a long 
journey, perhaps after a marriage, perhaps after 
the birth of a child among them, are found rest- 
ing a whole day in one pl^. What is the reflec- 
tion on it? * 

* The mighty moon ! 

Thfa way she looks, at if at <k«m, 

And they regard h«r not f 
Q f bttUr wrong and^tr^ft ; 

Mother vain dtedtartvO than tuth li/e / ** 

Mr, Semthey f is this (the man you represented to 
me, in eur Mst conversation, as innocent aind 
phlllfBophieal? WhfttI better be guilty of rob- 
Mxy or btoodfihed than not be looking at the 
moon ? better let the fire go eut and the children 
«ry wi^ hunger and cold % The phllaifiSlropy of 
poets is surely ethereal, and is here, indeed, a 
matter of moonshine. 

Southey. The sentiment is indefensible. Butin 
the stoutest coat a stitch may |;ive way somewhere. 

Forean, Our business is, in this plftce, with 
humani^. We will go forward, if you please, to 


religion^Pbets mfy take great liberties ; but not 
muejj abq^e the nymphs ; thqy must be circumspect 
and orderly irith gods and goddesses of any ac- 
count mi likdiho^ Although the ancients laid 
many ohildkn at the door of Jupiter, which he 
never could be brought to acknowledge, yet it h 
downright iinpiety to attribute to the ^od oi 
Mercy, as his, so ill-favoureft a vixen as Slaughter, 

Souihey, We might enter into a long disquiait ion 
on this subject. 

PorsoTL God fhrbid we should do all we mighi 
do } Have you rested long enough ? Come along 
then, to Goody Blake's. 

** DM Goody Bluke watt old and poor** 

What is the consequence ? 

Ill-fed she was, and thinly olad. 

And any man who patMied bor door 
Might «e©.** 

What might he see ? 

“ How poor a hut she had.*’ 

Sovtkey. Ease and simplicity are two expressions 
often confounded and misapplied. We usually 
find ease arising from long practice, and some- 
times from a' delicate ear without it; but sim- 
plicity may be rustic and awkward ; of which, it 
must be jRknowledged, there are innumeral)le 
examples in these volumes. But surely It would 
be a pleasanter occupation to recollect the many 
that are natural, and to search out the few that 
are graceful. 

Poraon. We have not yet taken our leave of 
Goody Blake. 

** All day nho Hpun in%er poor dwelling. 

And then ’twuH three houre’ work nt night i 

Alas ! 'twag hardly worth the, 

I am quite of that opinion. 

♦* But when the ice our stroams did fetter* 

Which was the fetterer ? We may guess, nut not 
from the grammar. 

* Ob ! then how her old boneg would shake ! 

You would have said, if you had met herf 

Now, what would you have said ? Good/. ! come 
into my house, and warm yourself with a pint of 
ale at the kitchen fire"? No such naughty thing. 

** You would have said, if you had met her, 

*Twag a hard time for Goody Bloke ! 

Southey, If you said ^nly f«^,'you must have 
been the colder ' the two, and God had done 
less for you than for her. 

Porson. 

**Bad case it was, at you may f.hit]h. 

At every one who knew her tayt,'* 

Now, mind ye! all this balderdash U from 
"Poems purely of the Imagination." Such is 
what is notified to us in the title-page. In spite 
of a cold below zero, I hope you are awake, Mr. 
Southey! How do you find nose and cars? All 
safe and sound ? Are the acouaticjs in tolerable 
order for harmony ? Listen then. Here foHows 
"An Anecdote for Fathers, showing how the 
practice of Lying may be taught " Such Is the 
title, a somewhat prolix one : but ,for the soul n* 
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me 1 canitot find out the lie,«with all jgff ezpe- 1 
rience in thoae xnatteia. 

*• Now toll me ha!f you tatlier bet 
Cannot our writers perceive that "had fie” is not 
English 1 " Would you rather be” is g&mmatical. 

** J*d** sounds much the same when it signifies 
" I would.” The latter with slight* contraction 
Is " Fou'd hence thC corruption goes farther. 

Southey. This is just and true ; but we must 
not rest too often, too long, or too pressingly, on 
verbal criticism. • 

Porson. Do you, so accurate a grammarians 
say this % To pass over such vulgarisms ; which 
indeed the worst writers seldom fall into ; if the 
words are silly, idle, or inapplicable, what becomes 
of the sentence 1 Those alone are to be classed | 
as verbal critics who can catch and comprehend 
no more than a word here and there, and who lay 
more stress upon it, if faulty, than upon all the 
beauties in the best authors. But unless we, who 
sit perched and watchful on a higher branch than 
the word-catchers,* and who live on somewhat | 
more substantial than syllables, do catch the 
word, that which is dependent on the word must 
escape us also. Now do me the favour to read 
the rest ; far I have only just breath enough to 
converse, and your voice will give advantages to 
the poetry which mine can not. 

Southey ( reads.) 

** In oaroIcBs mood ho look’d at me, 

While still I held him by the arm, 

And said, * At Kilvel’d rather be 
TImn here at Liswyn-farm.* 

Now. little Edward, why lo, 

My little Edward tell me why.** 

Porsan. Where is the difiference of meaning j 
betwixt 

'* Little Edward, say why so,** 
and 

Little Edward, tell me why f '* 

Southey (reads.) 

** I cannot tell, I do not know.” 


Corson. What tautology, what trifling f 
Sotdhey (reads.) } 

** Upon the house-top. glittoriag bright, 

A broad and glided vane.** 

f Porstm. Can we wonder that the hoy saw 
^ plain” " a broad and gilded vane," on the 
house-top Just before him? 

Southey (reads.)^ 

« Thus did the boy hie tongue unlodt." . 

Person. I wish the fiither had kept the Bramah 
key in his breeches pocket. 

Southey ( reads.) 

» And eased his mind with thisrepW,** 

Person. When he had written " dm jinlotSt,” 
he should likewise have written " and ease,” not 
•' and eased.” 

Southey (reads.) „ 

** At KHve there was no weatheroook, 

And that ’s the reason why. 

O dearest, dearest boy ! my heart 
For better lore would seldom yfiwm. 

Could I but teach the hundredth part 
Of what from thee I leam.” 

Parson. What is flat ought to be plain ; but 
who can expound to me the thing here signified? 
Who can tell me where is the lie, and which 
the liar ? If the lad told a lie, why pts^Be him 
so? And if he spoke the obvious truth, what has 
he taught the father ? " The hundredth part ” of 
the lore communicated hy the child to the parent 
may content him : but whoever is (g^ntent^ j^th 
a hundredfold more than all theji both together 
have given us, cannot be very ambitious of be- 
coming a senior wrangler. These, in good truth, 
are verses 

‘ PK*nl ruris et inUcetlarum.** 

Dnnk, limt'cr verses, stuft with lakeside sedges. 

And {ircipt wiih rotten stakes from broken hedges.** 

Cn the beginning of these 1 forbore to remark 

^ “On Kilvo by the green sen.” 

When I was in Somersetshire, Neptune had not 
parted with his cream-coloured horses, and there 


Person. Again, where is the difference between 
" I cannot tell,” and " I do not know?” 

Southey ( read^.) 

** Why, this is strange, said I.” 

Person. And I join in the opinion, if he in- 
tends it for poetry. 

Southey ( reads.) 

“ For here are woods, smooth and warm ; 

There huroly must some reasb i be.*’ 

Person. This is among the least awkward of 
his** inversions, which are more frequent in him, 
and more awkv. ard, than in any of his contempo- 
raries. Somewhat less so would be 

“ Surely some reason there must be,” or 

« Some reason surely there must be,” or 

« Borne reason there must surely be.” 

Without ringing more changes, which we might 
do, he had the choice of four inversions, he 
has taken the worst. 

Southey (reads.) 

• His head he raised : there was in sight, 

Jt caught his eye, he nave it plain.** 


was no green sea within the horizon. The an- 
cients use^ to give the sea the colour they saw in it; 
Homer dark-blue, as in the Hellespont, the Ionian, 
and Mgeeaxi ; Virgil blueyreen, as along the coast 
of Naples and Sorento : I suspect, from his cha- 
racter, he never went a league off land. He kept 
usually, both in person and poetry, to the vada 
cceruta. 

Southy. But he hoisted purple sails, and the 
mother of his Jlneas was at the helm. ^ 

Person. How different from Mr. Wordsworth's 
wash-tub, pushed on the sluggish lake by & dumb 
idiot ! We must leave the sea-shore for the ditch- 
side, and get down to "the small Celandine.” 
I will now relieve you ; give me the book. 

*« Pleasures newly found are sweet ” 

What M^acoveiy ! I never heard of any pleasures 
that are not. 

“ When they lie about our feet.” 

Does that make them the sweeter? 

»* February last” 


e Idke wwd-oatohers that live on syllablea. Pern. 


How poetical ! 
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SOTJTHyr AND POBSON. 


' fMiraazy hmrt 
Fint St tigbt of thfs wss gisd ; 

All tnihoshl^ss tttou srt, * 

Thou moot needs, I tk%k, have had, 
Gelandine I and long ago, 

Pftdae of which I nothing know.'* | 

Wliat an inyersion 1 A club-foot is not enou^^ 
but the heel is where the toe should be. 

** f Jkcte not a doubt buAte 
WHotoe'or the man might he. 

Who the flrtt with pointed raya 
( IFcrhifMm toorthg to be tainted) 

Set the signboard^in a blaae," &e. 

Easily is there any girl of fourteen whose poetx 7 , 
bdng lih^ this, the fondest mother would lay 
^er most intimate fHendsl If a taste for 
what the French call niaieerie were prevalent, he 
who should turn his ridicule so effectively against 
it as to puUit entirely out of fashion, would per- 
form a ^ greater service than that glorious wit 
Cervantes, who shattered the last helmet of 
knight-er^^. For in knight-errantry there 
was the stout, there was the strenuous, there was 
sound homeliness under courtly ^iae, and the 
ornamental was no impediment to the manly. But 
in nimderie there bre ordinarily the debilitating 
iimes of self-conceit, and nothing is there about it 
but what is abject and ignoble. Shall we go on ? 

SotUhey. As youfoeard me patiently when we 
met before, it is fair and reasonable that I should 
attend to you, now you have examined more care- 
ftillg what I agcommended to your perusal. But 
1 do not undeigtand your merriment. 

Porson, My merriment is excited now, and was 
excited on a former occasion, by the ferA^our of 
your expression, that Pindar would not have 
braced a poem to more vigour, nor Euripides have 
breathed into it more tenderness gnd passion.'" 

SoiUfiey, I spoke of the Laodamia, » 

Person. Although I gave way to pleasantry 
instead of arguing the point with you, I had a 
great deal more to say, Mr. Southey, thanj said 
at the first starting of so heavy a runner in his 
race with Pindar. We will again walk over a part 
of the ground. 

** With sttcriflee before the rfting mom 

Performed, my slaughtered lord have I ' req^^redt* 

And In thick darkness, amid shades forlorn. 

Him of the infernal gods have / * detired,* " 

I only remember, at the tixflie,«that the second 
and fourth verses terminate too much alike. ^'De- 
sired *' may just as well be where "required” is, and 
"required" where "desired” is : both are wretchedly 
weak, andbboth are preceded by the same words, 
" have 1.” 

Southey, He has corrected them at your sug- 
gestion ; not indeed much (if anything) for the 
bet&r ; and he has iStered the conclusion, making 
it more accordant with morality and Christianity, 
but somewhat less perhaps with Greek manners 
and sentiments, as they existed in the tSh^e of the 
l^Jan war. 

Porson, Truly it was far enough from these 
before. Acknowledge that the fourth line is quite 
unnecessaiy, and that the word "perfo^ed,” in , 
the second, is prosaic. 


Soui^, I would defend tlfo whole poem. 

Pore^ TcTKlefend the whole, in criticism as in 
warfiur6,ityou must look with peculiar care to the 
weakest part. In our last conversation, you ex- 
pressed a wish that I should examine the verses 
"analytically and severely.” Had I done it severely, 
you would hare caught me by the wrist and have 
intercepted the stroke. I^ow me, if you can, a 
single instance of falsity or unfairness in any of 
these remarks. If yon can not, pray indulge me 
at least in as much hilarity as my position, be- 
tween a sick bed and a sorry book, will allow mo. 

Southey. I must catch the wrist here. The 
book, as you yourself conceded, comprehends many 
beautiful things. 

Porson. I have said it; I have repeated it; and 
I will maintain it : but there are more mawkish. 
This very room has many things of value in it : 
yet the empty phials are worth nothing, and seve- 
ral of the others are uninviting. Beside yourself, 
I know scarcely a critic in England sufficiently 
ve^d and sufficiently candid to give a correct 
decision on our poets. All others have their 
parties; most have their personal friends. On 
the side opposite to these, you find no few morose 
and darkling, who coi^jurc up the phantom of an 
enemy in very rising reputation. You are too wise 
and too virtuous to resemble them. On this coo' 
green bank of literature you stand alone. I always 
have observed that the herbage is softest and 
finest in elevated places ; and that we may repose 
with most safety and pleasantness on lofty minds. 
The little folks who congregate beneath you, 
seem to think of thexitselveB as Pope thought of 
I the women : 

I Tlie critic who deliberates is ’* 

Southey, Hence random assertions, heats, 
animosities, missiles of small wit, clouds hiding 
every object under them, forked lightnings of ill- 
directed censure, and thunders of applause lost in 
the vacuity of space. 1 do not find that our 
critics are fond of suggesting any emendations of 
the passages they censure in their contemporaries, 
as you have done in the ancients. Will :aot you 
tell me, for the benefit of the author, if there is 
anything in the Lyrical Ballads which you could 
materially improve 1 

Porson. Tell me first if you can turn a straw 
Into a walking-stick. have done this, 

I will try what I do. " But 1 never can do that 
for Mr. Wordsworth which I have sometimes done 
for his betters. His verses are as he wrote thqpi; 
and we must leave them as they are : theirs are 
not 80 ; and faults committed by transcribers or 
printers may be corrected. In Madbeth, for 
example, we read, 

" The raven himself Is hoarse, 

Thateroaks the fatal entrance of Duncan/’ Ac. 

Is there anything marvellous in a raven bein^ 
hoarsel which is implied by the word "himself:^ 
that is to say, even the raven, &c. Shakspoar© wrote, 
one letter more ; " The raven himself is hoarser,” 

Southey, Surely you could easily correct in thee 
Lyrwd Ballade faults as obvious. 
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‘ Porttm. Ifthey uterft as well ’^orf.ii myatteofclen* 

SctUhey. Many are deeply interestetr by the 
ahnple Ules they eonvey in such plain #eaiy 
language. 

Porson. His language is often harsj^ and disao- 
nant,. and his gait is like one whose widstbaad has 
been cut behind. There may be soij^thing "inter- 
esting” in the count ey-nce of the sickly^ and even 
of the dead, but it is only life that can give ns 
eojoymGnt. Many beside lexicographers place in 
the same line simplicity and eUlinass: they can 
not separate them as we can. They think ns 
monsters, because we do not see what they see, 
and because we see plainly what they never can | 
see at all. There is often most lore where there j 
is the Jejist acquaintance with the object loved, j 
So it is with these good people who stare at the 
odd construction of our minds. Homely and poor 
thoughts may be set off by facility and graceful- 
ness of language ; here they often want both. 

Southey. Harmonious words render ordinary 
ideas acceptable; less ordinary, pleasant; n^vel 
and ingenious ones, delightful. As pictures and 
statues, and living beauty too, show better by 
music’light, so is poetry irradiated, vivified, glori- 
fied, and raised into immortal life, by harmony. * 

Porson. Ay, Mr. Southey, and an<\{her thing 
may bo noticed. The Muses should be as elow to 
loosen the zone as the Graces^ are. The poetical 
form, like the human, to be beautiful, must be 
succinct. When we grow corpulent, we are com- 
monly Said to lose our figure. By this loss of 
figure we are reduced and weakened. So, there 
not being bone nor muse!) nor blood enough in 
your client, to rectify and support his accretions, 
he collapsQSrinto unswathable flabbiness. We must 
never disturb him in this condition, which appears 
to be thought, in certain parts of the country, as 
much a peculiar mark of I leaven’s fiivour, as idiocy 
is among the Turks. I have usually found his 
sticklers, like those good folks, dogmatical and 
dull. One of them lately tried to persuade me that 
ho never is so highly poetical as when he is deeply 
metaphysical. When I stared, he smiled benignly, 
and .said, with a' deep sigh that relieved us both, 

“ A h I ymi may he a Oreci(in He then quoted 
fourteen German poets of the first order, and 
expressed his compassion for J^schylus and Homer. 

Southey. Wb"t.«^ ’'lyssing are metaphysics to* 
our generation ! A poci\.r o^hcr who can make 
nothing clear, can stir up enough sediment to 
render the bottom of a baain as invisible as the 
deepest gulf in the Atlantic. The shallowest 
pond, if turbid, has depth enough for a goose to 
hide its head in. 

Porsen. I quoted to my instructor in criticism 
the Amcd.ote for Fathers: he assured me it is as 
clear as day ; not meaning a London day in par- 
ticular, such as this. But there are sundry gen- 
tlemen who, like cats, see clearly in the dark, and 
fiu: from clearly anywhere else. Hold them where, 
if they were tractable and docile, you might show 


^ Zonamque negnea solvere Gratije. 


aAn, your objections^ an^ tliiy sitt sv^ 
at yoy to show huw spitufhl yonutre. Otheni 
say they wonder judidoUB men diiffor firoxn 
them. No doubt they differ ; and there is but one 
I Reason for it, which because ihqy are so. Ag»i% 
there are gentle and oonoiliatcugr, orho 'iiy 
merely that they can not quite ^isik with you. 
Have they thought at all ? Granting both piW 
mises, have they thought, or ean the/* 
rightly? 

Southey, To suppose the majority can, ia to 
suppose an absurdity ; find especial^ on autyocts 
which require so much preparatory study, suehn 
! variety of instruction, such deliberati(m, deUolijSr^ 
and refinement. When I have been tbld, aa J 
often have been, that 1 shall find very few of 
opinion, certainly no compliment was intended 
me ; yet there are few, comparatively, whom nature 
has ^ted with intuition or exquisite taste ; few 
whose ideas have been drawn, modelled, marked, 
chiselled, and polished, in a studio well lighted 
from above. J!he opinion of a thousand mUliOns 
who arc ignorant or ill-infonned, is not equal .to 
the opinion of only one who w wiser. This is too 
self-evident for argument ; yet we hear about 
common sense of mankind ! A common sense 
which, unless the people receive it from their 
betters, leads them only into common error. If 
such is the case, and we^ave the testimony of all 
ages for it, in matters which have ^ost attracted 
their attention, matters in which their nesu'est 
interests are mainly concerned, in’politics, in reli- 
gion, in the education of theirfamilies, how greatly, 
how surpassingly, must it be in those which require 
a peculiar structure of understanding, a peculiar , 
endowment of mind, a peculiar susceptibility, and 
almost an undivided application. In what regards 
pq?try,*I should just as soon expect a sound 
judgment of its essentials from a boatman or a 
waggoner, as from the usual set of persons we 
meet in society; persons not uneducated, but 
deriving their intelligence from little gutters and 
drains round about. The mud is easily raised to 
the surface in so shallowed receptacle, and nothing 
is seen distinctly or clearly. Whereas the humbler 
man has received no false impressions, and may 
therefore to a limited extent be right. As for 
books in general,’ if is only with men like you that 
I ever open my lips upon them in conversation. 
In my capacity of reviewer, dispassionate by tem- 
perament, equitable by principle, and, moreover, 
for fear of offending God and of snfihflng in my 
conscience, I dare not leave behind me in my 
writings either a false estimate or a friyolpuii 
objection. e o 

Porson. Racy wine comes from the high vine- 
yard. There is a spice of the scoundrel in most 
of our men ; an itch to filch and tletraet 

in the mmst of fair-speaking and festivity. Thfe 
is the reason why I never have much associated 
with them. There is also another : we have 
nothing in common but the alphabet. The most 
popular pf OUT critics have no heart for poetxyj 
it is morbidly sensitive on one side, and utteriy 
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little 

and ^ill never let you talie him off tfeeir knees; 
him they feed to bursting "width, their curds and 
wh^, Another thcjr warn off the premises, and 
will give him ? if her a crust nor a crumb, untft 
they hear he has succeeded to a laige estate in 
popularity, with plenty of dependi^ts; then they 
^ue and suppHcate to be amnitted among the 
number ; and, lastly, when they hear of his death, 
they put on mourning, and advertise to raise a 
m<^ument or a club*room to his memory. Ton, 
Mr. Southey, will always f)e considered the sound- 
est and the fairest of our English critics; and 
indeed, t^the present time, you have been the 
only onS of very delicate perception in poetry. 
But your admirable good-nature has thrown a 
costly veil over many defects and some deform- 
ities. To guide our aspirants, you have given us 
(and here accept my thanks for them) several good 
inaeripHonSf much nearer the style of antiquity 
than any otlfers in our language, and better, 
indeed much better, than the iUS'lhiu ones of 
Chiabrera. I myself have nothing original about 
me ; but here is an^inscription which perhaps you 
wjll remember in Theocritus,* and translated to 
^ best of my ability. 

Inscription «n a Statue op Love. 

« Mild he may be, and innocent to view, 

Yet who on earth can answer for him ? You 
Who touch ^he little god, mind what ye do ! 

nut that none has caution’d you : although 
Short be hie arrow, elend'^r be hie bow. 

The king Apollo'e never wrought such woo.** 

This and one petty skolion, are the only things I 
^ hare attempted. The sliolion is written by Geron. 

** He who in waning ago would moralize. 

With leaden finger weigha down joyous eyes ; 

Youths too, with all they say, can only tell * 

What maids know well : 

And yet if they are kind, they hear it out 
As patiently as if they olear’d a doubt. 

1 will not talk like either. Come with me ; 

Look at the tree 

«« Look at the tree while still some leaves are green i 
Soon must they fall. Mi ! in the space bfitween 
Lift those long eyelashes above your book. 

For the last look ! ” 

Bouihey. I cannot recollect them in the Greek. 

Pomw. Indeed 1 Perhaps •! rireamt it then ; 
for Greek often plays me tricks in my dreams. 

Sovthey. I wish it wpuld play them oftoxicr with 
our poets. It seems to entertain a peculiar 
grudge against the most celebrated of them. 

PoTdon. Our conversation has been enlivened 
^d enriched by what seemed sufficiently sterile 
in own nature ; but, by tossing it about, we 
have made it usefuf Just as certain lands are 
said to profit by scrapings from the turnpike- 
To^. Aiter this sieving, ^ter this pounding and 
trituration of the coarser particles, do really 
find in Mr. Wordsworth such a vigour and variety, 
such a aelection of thoughts and images, as 
aathoiise you to rank him with Scott and Bums 
;4md Oowperl 

* Whwf^ 


Sovit^yi, GertaJiily not : bdt that is no reason 
why he mould be turned into ridicule on all occa- 
slona. Must he be rqjectedmd reviled as a poet, 
because he wishes to be also a philosopher 1 Or 
must he he taunted and twitted for weakness, 
because by his nature he is quiescent 1 

Porson, Mo indeed; though much of this 
quiescency induces debilitj^ and is always a sign 
of it in poetry. Let poets cxyoy their sleep ; but 
let them not impart it, nor t^e it amiss if they 
are shaken by the shoulder for the attempt. 1 
reprehended at our last meeting, as severely as 
you yourself did, those mischievous children who 
played their pranks with him in his easy-chair ; 
and I drove away from him those old women who 
brought him their drastics from the Edinburgh 
Dispensary. Poor souls I they are all swept off I 
Sydney Smith, the wittiest man alive, could not 
keep them up, by administering a nettle and a 
shove to this unsaved remnant of the Baxter 
Christians. 

^outhey. The heaviest of them will kick at you 
the most viciously. Castigation is not undue to 
him ; for he has snipt off as much as he could 
pinch from every author of reputation in his time. 
It is less ungenerous to expose such people than 
to defend 4hem. 

Porson, Let him gird up his loins, however, 
and be gone ; we will turn where correction ought 
to be milder, and may be more efficient. Give a 
trifle of strength and austerity to the squashiness 
of our friend’s poetry, and reduce in almost every 
piece its quantity to half. Evaporation will render 
it likelier to keep. Without this process, you 
will shortly have it only in the form of extracts. 
You talk of philosophy in poetry; an(h in poetry 
let it exist ; but let its veins run through a poem, 
as our veins run through the body, and never to 
be too apparent ; for the prominence of veins, in 
both alike, is a symptom of weakness, feverish, 
ness, and senility. On the ground whore we are 
now standing, you have taken one end of the 
blanket, and I the other ; but it is I chiefly who 
have shaken the dust out. Nobody can pass us 
without seeing it rise against the sunlight, and 
observing what a heavy cloud there is of io 
While it lay quietly in the flannel, it lay without 
suspicion. 

Southey. Let us return please, to one 

among the partake^\ your praise, whose philo- 
sophy is neither obtrusive nor abstruse. I am 
highly gratified by your commendation of Cow^er, 
than whom there never was a more virtuous or 
more amiable man. In some passages, he stands 
quit unrivalled by any recent poet of this century ; 
none, indeed, modem or ancient, has touched the 
heart more delicately, purely, and effectively, than 
he has done in Craey KaU, in Lines on his 
Pictvre, in Oinm, and on hearing JBelU 
at a XHslance, 

Porson. Thank you for the mention of bells. 
Mr. Wordsworth, I remember, speaks, in an autho- 
ritative and Bcomfiil tone of censure, on Cowper a 
** church-going” bell, treating the expression as a 
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jirrosft impropriety Ind absurdefcy. Tni^enoiigh, 
the dmrchrgoing l>ell does not go to oEurch any 
more than I do ; neifber does the pamn|-bell pass 
any more than 1 ; nor does the ouijj^no-bell coyer 
any more fire than is contained in»Mr. Words- 
worth’s poetry ; but the church-going bell is that 
which is rung for people going % church ; the 
passing-bell for thoss passing to heaven; the 
curfew-bell for the burgesses and villagers to 
cover their fircs.^ He would not allow me to be 
called weU^ohen, nor you to be called weUrread/ 
and yet, by this expression, I should mean 
signify that you have read much, and I should 
employ another in signifying that you have been 
much read. Incomparably better is Cowper'e 
Wirdffr than Virgil’s, which is indeed a disgrace j 
to the Georgies ; or than Thomson’s, which in 
places Is grand. But would you on the whole 
compare Cowper with Dryden ? 

Southey. Dryden possesses a much richer store 
of thoughts, expatiates upon more topics, has 
more vigour, vivacity, and animation. He is ^ 
always shrewd and penetrating, explicit and per- ( 
spicuouB, concise, where conciseness is desirable, j 
and copious where copiousness can yield delight.^ ^ 
When he aims at what is highest in poetry, the 
dramatic, he falls below his Pables. 'However, I ^ 
would not compare the poetical power of Cowper 
with his; nor would I, as some have done, pit 
Young against him. Young is too often fastasti- 
cal and frivolous ; he pins butterflies to the pulpit- 
cusbiou ; be suspends against the grating of the 
charnel-house coloured lamps and comic transpa- 
rencies, Cupid, and the ^at and the Addle ; he 
opens a store-house filled with minute particles of 
heterogeneous wisdom, and unpalatable gobbets of , 
ill-concocted learning, contributions from the | 
classics, from the schoolmen, from homilies, and 
from farces. What you expect to be an elegy 
turns out an epigram ; and when you think he is 
bursting into tears, he laughs in your face. Do 
you go with him into his closet, prepared for an 
admonition or a rebuke, he shakes his head, and 
you sneeze at the powder and perfumery of his 
peruke. Wonder not if I prefer to his pungent 
essences the incense which Cowper bums before 
the altar. 

Parson. Young was, in every sense of the word, 
an ambitious had strength, but wasted 

it. Blair’s Grave has mdBj ‘tpirit in it than the 
same portion of the Night Tlwughts; but never 
was poetry so ill put together ; never was there so 
good a poem, of the same extent, from which so 
great a quantity of what is mere trash might be 
rejected. The worse blemish in it is the ridicule 
and Bcofis, cast not only on the violent and grasp- 
ing, but equally on the gentle, the beautiful, the 
studious^ the eloquent, and the manly. It is 
Ugly enough to be carried quietly to tbe grave ; It 
is uglier to be hissed and hooted into it. Even 
the quiet astronomer, 

*« With study pale, and midnight vigila ig>ent,*’ 
is not permitted to depart in peace, but (of all 


mla in the world t) Is called a 'Spread end 
w coolly and flippantly told that 

* Great belghta SHe hsswdoiis to the weak hmS^ 

Lwbich the poet might have timied into a v^ If 
fhe had triA again, as we will ; 

• « To the weak head great helqhta are hajmvdoua.** 

In the same ftnnymtyle he writes, 

« O that some courteous ghost would blab it'gott 
What *tl8 they are.” 

Courtesy and blabbing, in this upper world^ of 
ours, are thought to be irreconcilable ; but blabbing 
may not be indecorous nor derogatoiy to the 
character of courtesy in a ghost. HSwever,fthe 
expression is an uncouth one ; and when we find 
it so employed, we suspect the ghost cannot have 
been keeping good company, but, as the king said 
to the miller of Mansfield, that his ' courtesy is 
but small.” Cowper plays in the play-ground, 
and not in the churchyard. Nothing of his is 
out of place or out of season. He possessed a 
rich vein of ridicule, but he turned it to good 
account, opening it on prig parsons, and graver 
and worse impostors. He was among the first 
who put to flight the mischievous little imps of 
allegory, so cherished and fondled by the 
They are as bad in poetry .as mice in a cheese- 
room. You poets are still rather too fond of the 
unsubstantial. Some will have nothing else than 
what they call pure imagination. Now air-plants 
ought not to fill the whole conslrvatoiy ; 1)ther 
plants, I would modestly suggestjare worth culti- 
vating, which send their roots pretty deep into 
the ground. I hate both poetry and wine without 
body. Look at Shakspeare, Bacon, and Milton ; 
were these your pure-imagination-men 1 The least' 
of them, whichever it was, carried a jewel of 
I ppetry about him, worth all his tribe that came 
! after. Did the two of them who wrote in verse 
hfiild upon nothing? Did their predecessors? 
And, pray, whose daughter was the Muse they 
invoked? Why, Memory’s. They stood among 
substantial men, and sang upon recorded actions. 
The plain of Scamai*ider, the promontory of 
Sigaeum, the palaces of Tros and Dardanus, the 
citadel in which the Pates sang mournfully under 
the image of Minerva, seem fitter places for the 
Muses to aligbft on, than artificial rockwork or 
than faery-rings. But your great fkvourite, I 
hear, is Spenser, who shines in allegory, and who, 
like an aerolithe, is dull and heavy when he 
descends to the ground. 4. 

Smdhey. He continues a great fovourite with 
me still, although he must always lose a little as 
our youth decUnes. Spen^’g la a spacious but 
somewhat low chamber, hung with rich ta]i)68try, 
on which the figures are mostly <Usproportlon^, 
but some of the faces are lively and beautiful ; the 
furuift^ife ia part creaking and worm-eaten, part 
firagrant with cedar and sandal-wood and aromatic 
gums and balsams ; every table and mantelpiece 
and cabinet is covered with gorgeous vases, and 
birds, |md dragons, and houses in the air. 

Porson. There is scarcely a po^ of the same 



81 


^SOUTHpy.AND POESOK. 

Jieiioe^ whom I found it so deliglitfuf to must li^ve been acknowledged for eamestnesH in 
ad in, or so tedious to read througb^^ Give me the greater question, might have been mistaken 
Gbauoer in preference. H§ slaps us on the for eaptAusness in the iesff. His partisans, no 
shoulder, and m ikes us spring up while the dew one of whom probably ever read Chaucer, would 
is on the grass, and while the long shadows pla;yi be indignant at your preference. They would 
about it in all quarters. We feel strong with ti^ wonder, but hardly with the same violence of 
freshness round us, and we return with a keencz emotion, tha^he was preferred to Shakspeare. 
appetite, having such a comfanion in our walk. Perhaps his countrymen ig his own age, which 
Among the English poets, both on this side and rarely happens to literary men overshadoMuiigly 
the other side of Milton, I place him next to great, had glimpses of his merit. One would 
Shakspeare ; but the word nextf must hav€ naturally think that a personage of Camden's 


nothing to do with the word near. I said before, 
that I do not estimate so highly as many do the 
mushroon# that sprang up in a ring under the 
great oak of Arden. 

Southey. These authors deal in strong distilla- 
tions for foggy minds that want excitement. In 
few places is*bhere a great depth of sentiment, but 
everywhere vast exaggeration and insane display. 
I find the over-crammed curiosity-shop, with its 
incommodious^ippendages, some grotesquely rich, 
all disorderly and disconnected. Qather would I 
find, as you would, the well-proportioned hall, 
with its pillars of right dimensions at right dis- 
tances ; with its figures, some in high relief and 
Bdfiie ii^ lower ; with its statues and its busts of 
glorious men and wgmen, whom I recognise at 
first sight ; and its tables of the rarest marbles 
and richest gems, inlaid in glowing porphyry, 
and supported by imperisl^able bronze. Without 
a puA simplic^ of design, without a just sub- 
ordination of clmracters, without a select choice 
of such personages as either have interested us 
or must by the power of association, without 
appropriate ornaments IsSd on solid materials, no 
Admirable poetry of the first order can exist. 

pQTson. Well, we can not got all these things, 
and we will not cry for them. Leave me*rathsr 
in the curiosity-shop than in the nurseiy. By 
your reference to the noble models of antiquity, 
it is evident that those poets most value the 
ancients who are certain to be among them. In 
our own earlier poets, as in the earlier Italian 
painters, we find many disproportions f but we 
discern the dawn of truth over the depths of 
expression. These were soon lost sight of, and 
every new comer passed farther from them. I 
like Pietro Perugino a thousanfi-lbld better than 
Carlo Maratta, and Giotto a thousand-fold better 
than Carlo Dolce. On the same principle, the 
daybreak of Chaucer is pleasanter to me than the 
hot dazzling»noon of Byron, 

Sout^isy. I am not confident that we ever speak 
quite correctly of those who differ from us essen- 
tially in taste, in opinion, or even in style. If 
we coraially wish to it, we are apt to lay a 
mtraint on ourselves, and to dissemble a part of 
our convictions. 

Poreon. An error seldom committed. ' 

SoiUhey, Sometimes, however. I for example 
did not expose In my criticisms half the blemishes 
I diseover^ in the style and structure of Byron’s 
poetry, because I had infinitely more to ^object 
iigaioftt the morals it disseminated,* and what 


gravity, and placed beyond the pale of poetry, 
might have spoken less contemptuously of some 
he lived among, in his admiration of CJiaucer. 
He tells us both in prose and verse, by implica- 
tion, how little he esteemed Shakspeare. Speak- 
ing of Chaucer, he says, he, surpassing all others, 
without question, in wit, and leaving our smatter- 
ing poetasters by many leagues behind him, 

* Jam monte potituv 

Ridet anhclantein diini ad fastigia turbam.’ 

Whfrh he thus translates for the benefit of ns 
students in poetry and criticism : 

** When once himself the hill had won. 

At all the sort of them he laugh t anon. 

To see how they, the pitch thert'of to gain, 

Puffing tnd blowing do clinibe up in vain.” 

Nevertheless we are indebted to Camden for pre- 
serving the best Latin verses, and indeed the oniy 
good ones, that had hitherto been written by any 
of our countrymen. They were written in an age 
when great minds were attracted by greater, and 
when tribute was paid 'Viliere tribute was due, with 
loyalty and cuthusiaRtn. 

** Drat'© I pererrati iiovit quoin terminus orbis 
Quom-quo simul miindi vidlt utcrqii© polus 
Si taocant homines, facient to Biticra notuni ; 

Sol uescit comitls innnemor osMe sui " 

Poremt. A subaltern in the supplomentavy 
company of the Edinburgh sharpshooters, much 
prefers the slender Italians, who fill their wallets 
with scraps from the doors of rich old houses. 
To compare them in rank and substancv with 
those on whose bounty they feed, *18 too silly for 
grave reprehension. But there are certain men 
who are driven by necessity to exhibit some sore 
absurdity ; it is their only chance of obtaining a 
night’s lodging in the jneip'" ./ * v - 

Southey, Send the“!i, ...delite back again to his 
desert. He has indeed no right to complain of 
you ; for there are scarcely two men of letters 
whom he has not cast a stone, although he met 
them far beyond the tents and the pasturage of 
his tribe ; and leave those poets also ; and return 
to consider attentively the one, much more 
original, on whom wo began our discourse. 

Porson. Thank you. I have lain in ditchcR 
ere now, but not willingly, nor to contemplate* 
the moon, nor to gather celandine. I am rCluct- 
mt to carry a lantern in quest of vay man, and 
tm but little contented to be told that I may find 
him at last, if I look long enough and far enough. 
One who exhibits no sign of lifr in the duration 
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of n j^bogle poeto,, at once be given up to the , cd)pap06ed and complacent upon the cod ehuf 
undertaker, iJbmlnence, and hears, within himself^ amid tho 

Southey. It woul 4 bo tkirer in you |to ^gard calm he libs created, the tune^ pman of a god« 
the aim and object of the poet, when he tells yon like victory. Yet he loves the Virtue mm 
what it is, than to linger in those places where he r because he fought for her than because she 
appears to disadvantage. crowned him. The scholar who has deducted 

Parson. My oil and vinegar a|e worth more from adolescence many hours of recreation^ and, 
than the winter cabbage you have set before me, instead of indulging in it, has epibarke4 in the 
and are ill spent u^on it. In what volume of depths of literature ; he who has left his own 
periodical criticism do you not find it stated, land far behind him, and has carried off rich 
that the aim of an author being such or such, the stores of Greek ; not only values it superlatively, 
only question is whether he has attained it ? Now, as is just, but places #all those who wrote In it 
instead of this being the only question to be too nearly on a level one with another, and the 
solved, it is pretty nearly the one least worthy of inferior of them above some of the but modemn 
attention. Wc are not to consider whether a Porson. Dignity of thought arose dfrom the 


foolish man has succeeded in a foolish undertak- 
ing ; we are to consider whether his production 
is worth anything, and why it is, or w'hy it is 
potl Your cook, it appears, is disposed to fry 
xnc n pancake ; but it is not his intention to sup- 
ply me with lemon-juice and sugar. Pastiness j 
and fiatness are the qualities of a pancake, and 
thus far he has attained his aim ; but if he nieans 
it for me, let hhn place the accessaries on the 
table, lest what is insipid and clammy, and (as 
housewives with great propriety call it) sad, grow 
into duller accretion and inerter acidity the . 
more I masticate it. My good Mr. Southey, do | 
not be offended at these homely slmilles. Socrates j 
uses no other in the pages of the stately Plato ; | 
th^ are all, or nearly all, borrowed from the ■ 
artisan and the trader. I have plenty of every 
sort at hand, but I always take the most applicsr 
ble, quite indifferent to the smartness and glossi- 
ness of its trim. If yo\i prefer one from another 
quarter, J would ask, where is the advantage of 
drilling words for verses, when the knees of those 
verses are so weak that they can not march from 
the parade f 

Southey. Flatnesses are more apparent to us in 
our language than in another, especially than in 
Latin and Greek. Beside, wc value things pro- 
portionally to the trouble they have given us in 
the a/’quisition. Hence, in some measure, the 
importance we assign to German poetry. The 
moaning of every word, with all its affinities and 
relations, pursued with anxiety and caught with 
difficulty, impresses the understanding, sinks 
deep into the meiyjfjy, and carries with it more 
than a column our o^ ijMvhich equal thought 
is expended, and equal fancy is displayed. The 
Germ.ans have among them many admirable 
poets; but if we had even greater, ours would 
seem* smaller, both because there is less haziness 
about them, and because, as I said before, they 
would have given less exercise to the mind. lie 
who has accumulated by a laborious life more 
than a sufficiency for its wants and comforts, 
^ums his attention to the matter gained, often- 
times without a speculation at the purposes to 
which he might apply it. The man who early 
in the day has overcome, by vigilance and 
restraint, the strong impulses of his blood toward 
intemperance, falls not into it after, but stands 


Athenian form of government, propriety of ex- 
pression from the genius of the language, from 
the habitude of listening daily to the most ela- 
borate orations and dramas, and of contemplating 
at all *hours the exquisite works of art, invited to 
them by gods and heroes. These environed the 
aspiring young poet, and their chasteness allowed 
him no swerving. 

Southey. Yet weakly children were bom to 
Genius in Attica as elsewhere. 

Porson. They were exposed and died, ^hc 
Greek poets, like nightingales, sing "in shadiest 
covert hid you rarely catch a glimpse of the 
person, unless at a funeral or a feast, ^r where 
the occasion is pubUc. Mr. Wordsworth, on the 
(jontrary, strokes down his waistcOat, hems gently 
I first, then hoarsely, then impatiently, rapidly, 
and loudly. You turn your eyes, and see more 
of the showman than of the show. I do not com- 
j plain of this ; I only make the remark. 

Sovjtliey. I dislike such comparisons and similies. 
It would have^been better had you said he stands 
^rth m sharp outline, and is, as the moon was 
said to be, without an atmosphere. 

'Person. Stop there. I discover more atmo- 
sphere than moon. You are talking like a poet ; 

I must talk like a grammarian. And here I am 
reminded I found in his grammar but one pro- 
noun, ax<d that is the pronoun I. He can devise 
no grand character, and indeed no variety of 
smaller : his own image is reflected from floor to 
roof in every crystallisation of the chilly cavern. 
He shakes us w th no thunder of anger ; he leads 
us into no labyrinth of love ; we lament on the 
stormy shore no Lycidas of his; and even the 
Phillis who meets us at her cottage-gate, is not 
Phillis the neat-handed. Byron has likewise 
been censured for egoism, and the censure is 
applicable to him nearly in the same degree. 
But so laughable a story was never told of Byron 
as the true and characteristical one relaVed o« 
your neighbour, who, being invited to read in 
company a novel of Scott’s, and finding at the 
comnlexicement a quotation from himstif, totally 
forgot the novel, and recited his own poem fr*om 
beginning to end, with many comments and more 
commendations. Yours are quite gratuitous ; 
for it i^ reported of him that he never was heard 
to commend the poetry of any living author. 
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Becimse U is jprepadng to disclJrge minatio|i : but Mb» Wordswoifth baa got into tbs 
ir%bfy debt be oves*pottenty^ ^jh^tead m same bab!t on wbaterer be writes. Whortleberries 
on extraneous pridses^ we never are iieitlAr the better nor the worse for extending 
fia^ bm seated five minutes in bis oompanj, the hard slenderness of tbeir fibres, at random and 
belbre he regales ns with those poems of bis own^ riotingly,oner their native wastes ; we care not how 
wideb be is the most apprehensive may ha\|S much of such soil is covered with such Insipidi* 
clipped firom our memory; and he^ delivers them ties ; but we value that fruit more highly which 
^th such a summer murmu^of fostering modu- requires some warmth to si|pli, and some science 
lationtSs would perfectly delight you. and skill to cultivate it. To descend from meta- 

pQT8(m» My horse is apt to shy when I hang phor : that is the best poetiy which, by its own 
him at any door where he catches the sound of a powers, produces the greatest and most durable 
ballad ; and I run out tc^seize bridle and mane, qmotion on generous, well-informed, and elevated 
and grow the alerter at mounting. minds. It often happens that what belongs tc 

ISovJHheffi Wordsworth has now turned from the the subject is attributed to the poet. Tenderness, 
ballad stjrle to the philosophical. melancholy, and other affections of the soul, at- 

Poraon, The philosophical, I suspect, is anta- tract us toward him who represents them to us : 
gonist to the poetical* and while we hang upon his neck, we are ready 

Semthey, Surely never was there a spirit more I to think him stronger than he is. No doubt, it 


philosophical than Shakspeare’s. 

Poreon* True, but Shakspeare infiised it into 
living forms, ^adapted to its reception. He did 
not puff it out incessantly from bis own person, 
bewildering you in the mazes of metaphysics, and 
swamping you in sententiousneBs. After all our 
argumentation, we merely estimate poets by their 
eSfergy^ and not extol them for a congeries of 
piece on piece, sougding of the hammer all day 
long, but obstinately unmalleable into unity and 
cohesion. ^ 

Southey. I c^n not well gainsay it. But pray 
remtmber the subjects of that poeti^ in Bums 
and Scott whic( you admire the most. What is 
martial must be the most soul-stirring. 

Poraon. Sure enough, Mr. Wordsworth’s is 
neither martial nor mA’curial. On all subjects 
of poetry, the soul should be agitated in one way 
or other. Now did he ever excite in you any 
strong emotion? He has had the best chante 
with me ; for I have soon given way to him ; ^nd 
he has sung me asleep with his lullabies. It is in 
our dreams that things look brightest and fairest, 
and We have the least control over our affections. 

Soidhey, You cannot but acknowledge that the 
poetry which is strong efiough to suppdH, as his 
does, a wide and' high superstructure of morality, 
is truly beneficial and admirable. I do not say 
that utility is the first aim of poetry ; but I do 
say that good poetry is none fht® worse for being 
useful ; and that his is good in many parts, and 
usefhl in nearly all. 

Peraon. An old woman who rocks a cradle in 
a chimney-corner, may be more useful than the 
joyous girl who wafts my heart before her in the 
waits, or holds it quivering in the bonds of har- 
mony; but I happen^ have no relish for the old 
woman, and am ready to dip my fork into the 
little well-gamished ayro-dolce. It is inhuman 
to quarrel with ladies and gentlemen who are 
easily contented ; that is, if you will let them 
have their own way ; it is inhuman to snatch a 
ohildiidi book from a child, for whom it is better 
than a wise one. If difi^senesB is pardonable 
anywhere, we will pardon it in Lyrical ballads, 
paaaing over the conceited silliness of the deno- 


is very natural that the wings of the Muse should 
seem to grow larger the nearer they come to the 
ground I Such is the effect, I presume, of our 
English atmosphere! But if Mr. Wordsworth 
should at any time become more popular, it will 
be owing in great measure to your authority and 
pat/ronage; and I hope that, neither in health 
nor in sickness, he will forget his benefactor. 

SovJQheym However that may be, it would be un- 
becoming and base in me to suppress an act ot 
justice toward him, withholding my testimony in 
his behalf when he appeals to the tribunal of the 
public. The reader who can discover no good or 
indeed no excellent poetry in his manifold pro- 
ductions, must have lost the finer part of his senses. 

PoTBon. And he wha fancies he has found it in 
all or in most of them, is just as happy as if his 
I senses were entire. A grea^ portion of his com- 
I positions is not poetry, but only the plasma or 
' matrix of poetry, which has something of the 
same colour and material, but wants the brilliancy 
and solidity. 

Sovihey. Acknowledge at least, that what puri- 
fies the mind elevates it also ; and that he does it. 

Porson. Such a result may be effected at f 
small expenditure of the poetical faculty, xnd in- 
deed without any. But 1 do not •say t hat he has 
none, or that he has little; I only say, and I .stake 
my credit on it, that what he has is not of the 
higher order. This is proved beyond all contro- 
versy by the effect it The effect of the 

higher poetry is exc®*! v .-aeht; the effect of the infe- 
rior is composure. I lay down a general princi- 
ple, and I leave to others the application of Jt, 
to-day, to-moiTOW, and in time to come. Little 
would it benefit me or you to take a side; and 
still less to let the inanimate raise animosity in 
us. There are partisans in favour of a poet, and 
oppositionists against him ; just as there are in 
regard to candidates for a seat in Parliament; 
and the vociferations of the critics and of the po- 
pulace are equally loud, equally inconsiderate and 
insane. The unknown candidate and the unread 
poet has alike a mob at his heels, ready to swear 
and fight for him. The generosity whi(ih the 
political mob shows in one instance, Iho critical 
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mob shows in thoMther; whyn n msn has been '^SmtChey. It is easier toashow that he has bitten 
ikirly knocked down, it raises him on*' the knee, pt throng^, and made* it unfit for earing. He may 
and cheers him as cordially as it would the^ most expect to be pelted for it. ^ 

triumphant. Let similar scenes be rather our Poraon. In cutting up a honeycomb, we are 

amusement than our business; let « us wave our sure to bring flies and wasps about us ; but my 
hats, and walk on without a favour in them. flipper is enough to crush fifty at a time, if a flap 
S<ndhey. Be it our business, ard not for one of the glove fg.ils to frighten them off. The honey- 
day, but for life, ** t^ raise up them that fall ” by comb must be cdt up, to separaite the palatable 
undue violence. The beauties of Wordsworth are from the unpalatable ; the hive we will rectore to 
not to be looked for among the majestic ruins the cottager; the honey we will put in a cool 
and under the glowing skies of Greece : we must place for those it may agree with ; and the wax 
find them out, like primroses, amid diy thickets, we will attempt to pui^fy, rendering it the mate- 
rank grass, and withered leaves ; but there they rial of a clear and steady light to our readers, 

are ; and there are tufts and clusters of them. Well ! I have rinsed my mouth of *the po^ry. 

There may be a chilliness in the air about them, This is about the time I take ray ptisah. Be so 
there may be a faintness, a sickliness, a poverty in kind, Mr. Southey, as to gi ve me that bottle 
the scent; but I am sorry and indignant to sec which you will find under the bed. Yes, yes; 
thorn trampled on. that is it; there is no mistake. 

Parson. He who tramples on rocks is in danger Soutliesj. It smells like brandy, 

of breaking his shins ; and he who tramples on PorsoUy ( dHnks tivice.) I suspect you may be 

sand or sawdust, loses his labour. Between us, in the right, Mr. Southey. Let me try it against 
wc may keep up Mr. Wordsworth in his the palate on^e more ; just one small half-glass, 
position. If we set anything on an uneven basis. Ah! my hand shakes sadly! I am afraid it was a 
it is liable to fall off ; and none the less liable for bumper. Really now, 1 do •think, Mr. Southey, 
the thing being high and weighty. you guessed the right reading. 1 have scarce^ a 

Southey. The axiom is sound. ‘ doubt left upon my mind. But in a fever, or 

Porsnn. Cleave it in two, and present the first barely off it, the^mouth is woefully out of taste. If 
half to Mr. Wordsworth. Let every man have ever your hand shakes, take my word for it, this is 
his duo : divide the mess fairly : not according to the only remedy. The^ ptisan has done me good 
the voracity of the labourer, but a<icording to the already. Albertus Magnus knew ipost aboutjfchese 
work. And (God love you) never let old women matters. I hate the houses, Mr. Southey, where 
poke me with their knitting-pins, if I recommend it is as easy to find the way out as the way in. 
them, in consideration of their hobbling and Curse upon the architect who contrives them ! 

wheezing, to creep quietly on by the level side of Southey. Y our friend^ will be happy to hear 

Mr. Wordsworth’s lead-mines, slate-quarries, and from mo that you nefer have been in hettei; 
tarns, leaving me to ’scramble as I can among the ' spirits, or more vivacious and prompt in conver- 
Alpine inequalities of Milton and of Shakspeare. satioii.^ 

Come now ; in all the time we have been walking i • Person. Tell them that Silenus can still bridle 
together at the side of the lean herd you are driv- and mount an ass, and guide him gloriously, 
ing to market, | Come and visit me when I am well again ; and I 

“ Can ynu make it appear ! promise vou the bottles shall diminish and the 

Tiie doK Foiben has ta’en the wronj? sow by the ear ?’* I fights increase, before We part. 


DEMOSTHENES AND EUBULIDES 

Euhalides. You have always convinced me, 0 Eul)ul.ides. In your language, 0 Demosthenes 
Demosthenes, while you were speaking ; but I had there is, I think, & resemblance to the KepMsos, 
afterward need convinced again ; and I whose waters, as you must have observed, are in 

acknowledge that I yet believe in the most seasons pure and limpid and equable in 

necessity, or indeed in the utility, of a war with their course, yet abounding in depths of which, 
Philip. when we discern the bottom, we woilder that we 

^ fjemosthenes. He is too powerful. discern it so clearly: the same river at every 

EtdmVdes. This is my principal reason for storm swells into a torrent, without ford or 
recommending that we should abstain from hos- boundary, and is the stronger and the^more 
tilities. When you have said that he is too power- impetuous from resistance, 
fill, you have admitted that wo are too weak : we Demosthems. Language is part of a man^s cha- 
aro still bleeding from the Spartan. racier. 

Demosthenes. Whatever I could offer in reply, EtJkdides. It often is artificial. 

0 Bubulides, I have already spoken in public, and Dernosthenes. Often both are. I speak not of 

1 would rather not enlarge at present on it. Come, such language as that of Gorgias and Isocrates 
♦^cU me freely what you think of my sp eech. and other rhetoricians, but of that which belongs 

* A pliHowipher of MtletUB nnd adranintlopoet • Demos- 1*® eloqjlOUCe, of that which enters the heart hoW- 
tUenos is said to have been his scholar. j over closed against it, of that which pierces like 
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the swoird of Perseue, of that which carries 
and easily as Medea* her childress, and holds 
« the world below in the same auspense. 

Mahtdidaf. Wlien I had repeated in the mom- 
ing to Cynobalanos part of a conversation I held 
with yon the evening: before, word for word, my 
memory being very exact, as you kjiow, and especi- 
• ally in retaining yodr phrascs^e looked at mo with 
a KmUe on his countenance, and said, “Pardon me, 
0 Eubulides, but this surely is not the language 
of Demosthenes.” In reality, you had then, as 
you often do when we afe alone together, given 
way to ymir genius, and had hazarded an exuber- 
ance of fliought, imagination, and expression, 
which c(blighted*and transported me. For there 
was nothing idle, nothing incorrect, but much 
both solid and ornamental ; as those vases and 
tripods are which the wealthy and powerful offer 
to the gods. 

Demosthenes. Cynobalanos is a sensible man, 
and conversadt in style ; but Cynobalanos never 
has remarked that I do not Avoar among my 
friends at table the same short dress I put on for 
the bema. A mc(!*e sweeping train aa’ouM be 
trodden down, and the wearer not listened to, 
but laughed at. Look into the field before you. 
See those anemones, white, pink, and purple, 
duitering in the breeze ; tnd those other dowers, 
whatever they are, with Josc-knottod spiral blos- 
.poms, in the {prm of a thyrsus. Some of both 
species rise abo^e the young l)arlcy, and are very' 
pretty ; but the farmer will root them out as a 
blemish to his cultivation, and unprofitable in 
sustaining his family, Jn such a manner must 
we treat the undcrgroAvfli of our thoughts, pleas- 
ing as they maybe at their first appearance in the 
spring of life. One fellow thinks hims|lf like 
Demosthenes, because he employs the same ino^- 
ment of the arms and body: another, forgio 
better reason than because he is vituperative, 
acrid, and insolent, and, before he was hissed and 
hooted from the Agora, had excited the populace 
by' the vehemence of his harangues. But you, 
who know the face and features of Demosthenes, 
his joints and muscles and whole conformation, 
know that nature hath separated this imitative 
animal most widely from him. 

Etthtdides. Mischievous as Sn ^pe, noisy as a 
lap-dog, and restless as a squirrel, he runs along 
to the extremity of every twig, leaps over from 
party to party, and, shaken off from all, creeps 
under the throne at Pella. 

DetnostJteTies. Philip is the fittest ruler for his 
own people, but he is better for anyone else to 
dine grith than to or think with. His con- 
versation is far above the kingly : it is that of an 
urbane companion, of a scholar, I was going to 
say of a philosopher, I will say more, of a .pound 
unwrangling reasoner, of a plain, intelligent, and 
intelligible man. But those qualities, not being 
glaring, do not attract to him the insects from 
without. Even the wise become as the unwise in 
the enchanted chambers of Power, whose* lamps 
make eveiy fiwe of the same colour. Royalty 


is fed« incessant by the^iel of slavish de- 
sires, blown by fulsome breath and fanned by 
cridging follies. It melta xnanklnd into one inert 
mass, carrying off and confounding aiftl coiisum- 
ing all beifeath it, like a torrent of uEtnean lava, 
bright amid the darkness, and dork again amid 
the light. • 

Etdtdides. 0 for Cynobalanos ! how would ho 
stare and lift up his shoulders at this torrent. 

Demosthenes. He never can have seen me but 
in the Agora ; and I do not carry a full purse into 
jihe crowd. Thither I go uith a tight girdle round 
my body : in the country I walk and wander 
about discinct. How I became what I am, you 
know as well as I do. I was to form a manner, 
with great models on one side of me, and nature 
on the other. Had I imitated Plato (the writer 
then most admired) I must have fallen short of 
his amplitude and dignity ; and his sentences are 
seldom such as could be admitted into a popular 
harangue. Xenophon is elegant, but unimpas- 
sioned, and not entirely free, I think, from affec- 
tation. Herodotus is exempt from it : what 
simplicity ! what sweetness ! what harmony ! not 
, to mention bis sagacity of inquiry and his accu- 
racy of description. He could not however form 
an orator ^or the times in which we live; nor 
indeed is vigour a characteristic or a constituent 
of his style. I profited more from JsapuB, from 
the study of whoso writings, and attendance on 
A/hose pleadings, I acquired greater strength, 
compression, and concentration. Aristoteles and 
Thucydides were before me : I trembled lest they 
should lead me where f mighi raise a recollection 
of Pericles, whose plainness and conciseness and 
gravity they imitated, not ahA'ays with success. 
Laying down these qualities as the foundation, 
I have ventured on more solemnity, more jjassion : 
I have also been studious to bring the powers of 
action into play, that great instrument in excit- 
ing the affections which Pericles disdained. He 
and Jupiter could strike any head with their 
thunderbolts, and stand serene and immovable ; 
I could not. ^ 

Evbulides. Your opinion of PtTicles hath always 
been the same, but I have formerly heard you 
mention Plato with much lessesrcem than to-day. 

Demosthtmes. When we talk diversely of the 
same person or thing, we dr-' not of necessity talk 
inconsistently. Tli^ie is much in Plato which a 
wise man will commend; there is more that will 
captivate an iniAvisc one. The irony in his i>ha- 
logues has amused me frequently and greatly, and 
the more because in others I have rarely found it 
accomj.)auicd with fancy and imagination. If I 
however were to become a Avriter of dialogues, I 
should be afraid of using it constantly, often as 
1 am obliged to doit in my orations. Woe betide 
those who force us into it by injustice and pre- 
sumption ! Do they dare to ceiisni e us l they 
who are themselves the dust that sullies the wing 
of genius. Had I formed my opinion of Socrates 
from Plato, I should call Socrates a sophist. Who 
v/ould imagine on reading Plato, that iiis master, 



86 IMAOINARY CONTBRSATIOHJ?. 


instead of qnestion&g and quibbling; ocoQ' 
pled his time in teaching the uses and fffices of 
philoaophy 1 There is as wide a difference between 
the impoUd and the real character of this man, 
as there is between him who first discovered com 
growing, and him who first instructed us how to 
grind and cleanse and prepare it /dr our susten- 
ance. We are ashamdi to give a false character 
of a slave, and not at all to give a falser of our 
betters. In this predicament stands Plato, 
regarding his master, his scholars, and his 
opponents. 

Hubuiuies. Before him Pythagoras and Demo- 
critus and, earlier still, Pherecydes, taught im- 
portant truths, and, what is rarer, separated 
them from pernicious falsehoods. Pythagoras, 
who preceded Plato in Egypt, and from whom 
many of his fancies are taken, must have been a 
true lover of wisdom, to have travelled so far into 
countries known hardly by name in Greece. 

Demosthenes. Perhaps he sought some con- 
genial soul ; for if two great men are existing' at 
the extremities of the earth, they will seek each 
other. 

Euhulidea Their greatness then must be of a 
different form and texture from what mankind 
hath usually admired. Greatness, as we daily see 
it, is unsociable. 

Demosthmen. The perfect loves what generates 
it, what proceeds from it, what partakes its 
essence. If you have formed an idea of greatness, 
0 Eubulides, wdilch corresponds not with this 
description, efface it and cjisl, it out. Pythagoras 
adapted his institutions to the people he would 
enlighten and direct. What i^ortion of the world 
was ever so happy, so peaceable, so well-governed, 
as the cities of Lower Italy. While they retained 
his manners they were free and powerfiil : some 
have since declined, others are declining, and 
perhaps at a future and not a distant time they 
may yield themselves up to despotism. In a few 
ages more, those flourishing towns, those* inex- 
pugnable citadels, those temples which you might 
deem eternal, will be hunted for in their wilder- 
nesses like the boars and stags. Already there 
are philosophers who would remedy what they 
call popular commotions by hereditary despotism, 
and who tliink it aj^natural and reasonable as 
that children who cry liilijjild be compelled to 
sleep : and there likewise arc honest citizens who, 
when they have chev'cd their fig and swallowed 
it,' say, “ yes, ’twerc well.” What a eulogy on the 
human understanding! to assert that it is danger- 
ous to choose a succession of administrators from 
the wisest of mankind, and advisable to derive it 
from the weakest 1 There have been free Greeks 
within our memory who would have entered into 
alliance with the most iniquitous and most inso- 
lent of usurpers, Alexander of Pherai, a territory 
in which Thebe, who murdered her husband, is 
praised above others of both sexes'. 0 Juno ! 
may such marriages be frequent in such countries ! 

Look at history : where do you find in continu- 
ation three hereditary kings, of whom one at least 


ms not inhuman in disposition or weak in !a* 
tellect V Either of thdlse qualities may subv^ 
a state, exposing it ^nrst to many sufferings. In 
our Athenian constitution, if we are weakly 
or. indiscreetly governed, or caprioiously, wM^ 
h&rdly can happen, the mischief is transitory and 
reparable : one yeay closes it : and the people, 
both for its satisfaction and its ad&onitiofi;, seea^ 
that no corruption, no transgression, in its magis^ 
trates, is unregarded or unehastised. This of all 
advantages is the greatej^t, the most corroborative 
of power, the most tutelary of morals. I know 
that there are many in Thrace, and sonm in Sici^v 
who would recall my wanderings wil^. pedlct 
good-humour and complacency. Demosthenes 
has not lived, has not reasoned, has not agitated 
his soul, for these : he leaves them in the quiet 
possession of all their moulten arguments, and in 
the persuasive hope of all their bright reversions. 
Pythagoras could have had little or no influence 
on such men : he raised up higher, who kept them 
down. It is easier to make an impression upon 
sand than upon marble : but it is easier to make 
a just one upon marble than upon sand. Dn* 
civilised as were the Gauls, he with his moderation 
and prudence hath softened the ferocity ^ their 
religion, and hath made it sb contradictoiy and 
inconsistent, that the first of them who reasons 
will subvert it. He did^not say, '^You shall no 
longer sacrifice your fellow-creatuces:*’ he/iaid; 
"sacrifice the criminal." Other ^tions do the 
same : often wantonly, always vindictively : the 
Gauls appease by it, as they imagine, both society 
and the Gods. He did say, " After a certain 
time even this outrage on Nature must cease : 
but he said, '^We have souls which pass into 
other c--eature8." A belief in the transmigra- 
tion of souls would abolish by degrees our inhu- 
manity. 

EvhvUdes. But what absurdity 1 

Demosthenes. Religion, when it is intended for 
the uncivilised, must contain things marvellous, 
things qvite absurd to l^he wiser. But I discover 
no absurdity in making men gentler and kinder ; 
and I would rather worship an onion or a crust of 
bread, than a God who requires me to immolate 
an ox or kid to, appease him. The idea, not of 
having lost her daughter, but of having lost her 
by a sacrifice, fixed the dagger in the grasp ot 
Clytcmnestra. Let us observe, 0 Eubulides, the 
religion of our country, be it what it pay, unless 
it command us to be cruel or unjust. In religion, 
if we are right, we do not know we are ; if W0 are 
MTong, we would not. Above all. let us do 
lothing and say nothing which may aboUCh or 
diminish in the hearts of the vulgar the sentiments 
of love and fear : on the contrary, let Us 
pctually give them fresh excitement and activity, 
by baring them to the heavens. On the modifi- 
cations of love it is unnecessary to expatiate ; but 
I am aware that you may demand of me what 
excitement is required to fear. Among its modi- 
fications or dependencies are veneratioii and 
obedience, against the weakening of whieb we 
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oogiit to provide^ particularly in what relates te 
uur xna^stcrtal and militaiy chiefs. • \ 

Evbulid^. I do not conceive that Pythagoras 
hath left behind him in Oaul, unLes at Massilia, 
the remembrance of his doctrines or of his name. 

Demoiihenea. We hear little of the Gauls. U 
appears however that they have no^ forgotten the 
wisdom of the services of •Pythagoras. The 
man o& Samos was to some extent their teacher. 
It is remarkable that they should have preserved 
the appellation. He was too prudent, I suspect, 
to trust himseif many p^s beyond the newly 
built walltLof Massllia; for the ignorant and 
bafbarous priests would be loth to pardon him 
the crim*e of withdratnng a dependent in a 
proselyte. 

EvbulukB, The Druids, the most ferocious and 
ignorant of Al the priesto our countrymen have 
anywhere discovered, /ell back farther into their 
woods and wilderness at seeing the white stones 
of the citadel rise higher than their altars. Even 
these rude altars were not of their# construction, 
but were the work of a much earlier race. The 
Phocseans and other^Ionians were sufficiently well 
verg^ in policy to leave the natives unmolested 
inweift religion. Already does that lively and 
imitative people prefer a worship in which the 
song and the dance and geniality warm the blood, 
to one which exacts it ii^ the windy downs and 
gloomy woodlands, and spills it on the channeled 
stone^and catcjies it dropping from the sus- 
pended wicker. Y oung men crowned with flowers 
are likelier to be objects of aversion to the ancient 
priests than to the most tjmorous and shy of their 
disciples. The religion di blood, like the beasts 
of prey, will continue to trend norUiward. Wor- 
shippers of Apollo, and followers ofl Bromijps and 
the nymphs, would perish in the sunless oat: 
forests ; and the Druid has no inheritance in tjie 
country of the vine. But it becomes the quiet 
religion and placid wisdom of the Greeks, to leave 
inviolate all the institutions of the circumjacent 
people, and esp^ially of those who wish to live 
among them. By degree^ they will ackdlowledge 
a superiority which they could contend against 
were it asserted. 

Pythagoras is said to have been 
vigorous in enforcing his doctrifieS, 

EvJbvlide^. In his school ; not beyond. They 
are such indeed as we would *little wish lo see 
established in a free state, but none over were 
better adapted to prepare the road for civilisation. 
W-e find it difficult to believe in the metempsy- 
chosis. In fact, as other things grow easy, belief 
is apy^o grow difficult 

Where there is mysticism we may 
pause and listen ; where there is argument we 
may contend and reply. Democritus, whom you 
<^n mention, eertai^y no mystic, often contra- 
dieto our senses. He tells us that colours have 
no colour : but his arguments are so strong, his 
language so clear, his pretensions so modest and 
becomh^, I place more confidence in him than in 
others t ifotnre philosophers may demonstrate to 


calmer minds what we have itbt the patience to 

E^Sndv^, Plato hath not^nentioned him. 

Demoethenes, 0 greatness ! what art thou, and 
where is thy, foundation ! I speak not, Eubulides, 
of that which the vulgar call greatness, a phantom 
stalking forward from a salt-marsh in Boeotia, cr 
from a crevice in some aock of Sunion or of 
Taxes ; + but the highest, the most illustrious, the 
most solid among men, what is it ! Philosophy 
gives US arms against others, not against ourselves, 
npt against those domestic traitors, those home- 
stead incendiaries, the malignant passions ; arms 
that are brilliant on the exercise-ground, but brit- 
tle in the fight, when the most dangerous of 
enemies is pressing us. Early love was never so 
jealous in anyone as philosophy in Plato. He resem- 
bles his own idea of God, whose pleasure in the 
solitudes of oternity is the contemplation of 
himself. 

Etilmlides. Jealousy is not quite excluded from 
the •school opposite. Aristoteles, it has been 
suggested to me, when he remarks that by the 
elongation of the last member in a sentence a 
dignity is added to composition, looked toward 
you, who, as you have heard the rhetoricians say, 
are sometimes inattentive or indiflerent to nobility 
of expression. 

Demoathenea. When Aristoteles gives an opinion 
upon eloquence I listen with earnestness and re- 
spect ; so wise a man can say nothing inconsi- 
derately. His own style on every occasion is 
exactly what it should be : his sentences, in which 
there are no cracks or^incqualities, have always 
their proper tone : for whatever is rightly said, 
sounds rightly. 

Ought I to speak nobly, as you call it, of base 
matters and base men ? ought my pauses to be 
invariably the same 1 would Aristoteles wish that 
a coat of mail should be as flowing as his gown 1 
Let peace be perfect peace, war decisive war : but 
let Eloquence move upon earth with all the 
facilities of change that belong to the Gods them- 
selves ; only let her never be idle^ never be vain, 
never be ostentatious ; for these arc indications of 
debility. We, who have habituated ourselves 
from early youth to the composition of sonorous 
periods, know that it requires more skill to finger 
and Swop our instrument ihm to blow it. When 
we have gained over t t .iar to our party, we have 
other work to do, and sterner and rougher. Then 
comes forward action, not unaccompanied by vebe- 
mciice. Pericles, you have heard, used non^, but 
kept his arm wrapped up within his vest. Pericles 
was in the enjoyment of that power which his 
virtues and his abilities well deserved. If he bad 
carried in his bosom the fire that bums in mine, 
he would have kept his hand outside. By the 
contemplation of men like me, Aristoteles is what 
he is ; and, instead of undervaluing, I love him 

* Newton has elucidated the theory of cidoura ilrat pro- 
posed by Pemooritutii the loee of whose rolumiooue worlui 
le the greatest that Philosophy has sustained. 

f Toxos wae rich In ellver-miius. 
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the better for it. i^J)o we n<vt see with greater 
pATtiality and fondneaa those who tiave been 
educated and fed upon our farms, than ^^hose who 
come from Orchomcnos or Mantiuea 1 If he were 
now among ns in Athens, what woul4 he think of 
two or three haranguers, who deal forth meta- 
physics by the pailful in their addresses to the 
people ? 

EvhvUdes. I heard one, a little time since, who 
believed he was doing it, ignorant that the busi- 
ness of metaphysics is rather to analyse than to 
involve. He avoided plain matter, he r^'ected 
idiom ; he filtered the language of the people and 
made them drink through a sieve. 

Demoslh^Ties. What an admirable definition j 
have you given, unintentionally, of the worst 
public speaker possible, and, I will add with j 
equal confidence, of the worst writer. If I send ] 
to Hymettos for a hare, I expect to distinguish it ; 
at dinner by its flavour as readily as before dinner 1 
by its ears and feet. The people you describe to ■ 
me soak out all the juices of our dialect. N othing ! 
is BO amusing to me as to hear them talk on elo- j 
quence. N o disciple at the footstool is so silent ! 
and ductile as I am at the lessons I receive ; none ! 
attends with such composure, none departs with' | 
such hilarity. 

1 have been careful to retain as much idiom as j 
1 could, often at the peril of being called ordinary 
and vulgar. Nations in a state of decay lose their 
idiom, which loss is always precursory to that of 
freedom. What your faiber and your grand- 
father used as an elegance in conversation, is now 
abandoned to the populaor, and every day we miss 
a little of our own, and collect a little from stran- 
gers : this prepares us for a more intimate union 
with them, in which we merge at last altogether. 
Every good writer has much idiom ; it is the life 
and spirit of language ; and none such ever enter- 
tained a fear or apprehension that strength and 
sublimity were to be lowered and weakened by it. 
Speaking to the people, I use the people s phrase- 
ology*: I temper my metal according to the uses 
I inter^d it for. In fact no language is very weak 
ii) its natural course, until it runs too far ; and 
then the poorest .and the richest are ineffectual 
equally. The habitude of pleasing by flattery 
iM.akes a language soft ; the fear of offending by 
truth makes it circuitous and conventional. Free 
governments, where such uc^’essity can not exist, 
will always produce true eloquence. 

Exjdmlideis, We have in Athens young orators 
from the schools, who inform us that no deter- 
minate and masculine peculiarities of manner 
should appear in public : they would dance with- 
out displaying their muscles, they would sing 
without discomposing their lips. 

Denwsdifjias. I will drag them, so help me 
Jupit/Cr J back a^iu to their fathers and mothers : 

I will grasp their wrists so tightly, the most per- 
verse of them shall not break away from me. 
Tempestuous times are coming. Another month 
or two at farthest, and I will throw auch anima- 
tion into their features and their gestures, you 


shkU imagine they have b^en singing to the dram 
^jLnd horn, and danckig to dithyrambics. The 
j dustboz m metaphysics shall be emptied no mors 
from the schoolroom into the counoil. 

I suspect I have heard the chatterer you men- 
tioned. The other day in the market-pleee, I 
saw a vulgar wd iBhuflBdng man lifted pn a honey- 
barrel by some grocers and slave-merchants, and 
the crowd was bo dense around me I could not 
walk away. A fresh-looking citizen, next me, 
nodded and winked in my face at the close of 
every sentence. Dissejubling as well as I could 
my impatience at his importunity, " Friend," said 
I, " do believe me, I understand nof a ayll£ible 
of the discourse.” 

Ah Demosthenes I” whispered he ^'your time 
is fairly gone by : we have orators now whom even 
you, with all your acuteness and ca|iacity, cannot 
comprehend.” * 

“ Whom will they convinced” said I. 

“Convince!” cried my narrator; "who has 
ever wished to be persuaded against the grain in 
any matter of importance or utility f A child, it 
you tell him a horrible or a pathetic story, is 
anxious to be persuaded it is true; men and 
women, if you tell them one injurious, to^’he 
respectability of a neighbour. Desire of persuar 
si on rc.sts and dies here. Wo listen to those 
whom we know to he oj the same opinion as our- 
selves, and we call them wise for ^eing of it ; bqt 
we avoid sucli as differ from us ; we pronounce 
them rash before we have hear(f them, and still 
: more afterward, lost wc should be thought at any 
I time to have erred. We come already convinced : 

' we want surprise, as af our theatres ; astonish- 
! ment, as at tlie mysteries of Eleusis.” 

" But what astonishes, what surprises you ]” 

" T(?hear an Athenian talk two hours together, 
hold us silent and immovable as the figures of 
j Tfcrmc.s before our doors, and find not a single 
I one among us that can carry home with him a 
thought or an expression.” 

“ Thou art right,” I exclaimed*; " he is greater 
than Trfptolemos ; he Ciot only gives you a plen- 
tiful meal out of chaflf and husks, but he persuades 
you that it is a savouiy repast.” 

"By Jupiter 1” swore aloud my friend," he 
persuades us iro ^^uch thing : but everyone is 
ashamed of being the first to acknowledge, that 
he never was master of a particle out of wlmt he 
had listened to and applauded.” 

I had the curiosity to inquire who the speaker 
was. 

" What ! do not you know Ansedestatos ?” said 
he, making a mark of interrogation upon mj^ribs, 
with a sharper elbow than from bis countenance 
1 could have Imagined had belonged to him; 

" the clever Anaedestatos, who came into noUce 
as a youth by the celebration in verse of a pebble 
at the bottom of the Ilyssos. He forthwith was 
presented to Anytos, who experienced a hearty 
pleasure in seducing him away from his guardians. 
Anytos on his deathbed (for the Gods allowed 
him one) recommended the young Anssdestatoit 
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WMinly to his friends*: such men have always i 
many, and those the powerful Fortuiate had iUj 
been for our country if he hsM pilfered only the 
verses he pronounced. His new patrons connived 
at ^ withdrawing fix>m the treasury no less than 
six hundred talents.” • 

** Impossible l.six hundred ^lenia are sufficient 
for the*annual Stipend of all our civil magistrate^ 
from file highest to the lowest, and of all the 
generals in our republic and its dependencies.” 

** It was before you ca^e forward into public 
life, 0 Demosthenes 1 but my father can prove the 
ex|;ctness g>f my statement. The last little sip 
from th^ reservoir was seventy talents* for a 
voyage to Lesbos, and a residence there of about 
throe months, to settle the value of forty skins of 
wine, owingJU) the Lesbians in the time of Thra- 


sybulos. This, I know not by what oversight, is 
legible ai^ong the accounts.” 

Indignant at what I heard^ 1 threatened to call 
him before the people. 

Let him alone,” said slowly in an undervoioe 
my prudent friend : " he has those about him who 
will swear, and adduce the proofs, that you ai>e 
holding a traitorous corre^ondence with Philip 
or Artaxerxes.” 

I began to gaze in indignation on his florid 
and calm countenance; he winked again, again 
a^jcosted me with his elbow, and withdrew. 

Evhulidea. Happy Athenians! who have so 
many great men of so many kinds, peculiar to 
yourselves, and can make one even out of Anm- 
desiatos. 


BONAPARTE AND THE PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE. 


PrmdenL Sire, while the car* of AUctory is 
awhile suspended in its course, and motliers are 
embracing those pledges of affection, which a 
frightful Revolution hath spared to their mater- 
nity, happy France is devising, under the auspices 
of her immortal he«), new pangs and afflictions 
for the tyrants of the ocean. The radiant star 
that shone upon your Atajesty’s nativity, throws 
n Iq^tre that #elipBes the polar. It embellishes 
our soil, and renders it fruitful in all those re- 
sources of industry which will for ever keep it 
inUepeudeut of distant and less happy climates. 
The beet-root, iiidigcnovs plant, satisfied all the 
wishes of a nation at once the most elegant and 
luxurious. “ Frenchmen, I am pontented with 
you,” said her tutelary Genius : “ yea, ypur Miv- 
jesty said it.” Suddenly a thousand voices cfy. 
Let us make fresh sacrifices : we have wishpd ; 
it is not enough ; we will do more.” 

Ardent to fulfil their duties, and waiting but 
to be instructed how, the brave youtli, and those 
whose grey hairs are so honourable, imjjlore that 
paternal wisdom which Sever will cease to watch 
over them, that they may receive those august 
'N>mmandB which will accomplish their destinies. 

The enemy no longer pollutes our soil : France 
recovers her attitude. Your Afajesty wishes no 
new provinces : greater triumphs, wider dominion, 
to the successor of Charlemagne and of Trajan { 
That mighty mind, to bless a beloved and grate- 
ful people, ^all make the animal kingdom con- 
federate with the vegetable. Such are his con- 
quests: the only ones that remain for him to 
achUve. 

From the calm of their retreats the sages of 
France step forth : and behold the decree which | 
your Majesty had already uttered at the bottom | 
of their hearts. i 

Bonaparte, Read it, and make haste. I 

President, To put our implacable enemies to ! 
bonfiiBion, to drive proud Albion to despair, to 

abolish the feudal system, to wither for ever the 




iron despotism, and to produce, or rather 

to place within the reach of all your Majesty’s 
subjects, those luxuries which a long war, excited 
by the cupidity of the monopolising islanders, 
seemed to have interdicted to our policy, and 
which our^iscretion taught us manfully to resign, 
it is proposed that every regiment in the French 
service be subjected to a mild and beneficent 
diabetes. Our chemists and physicians, ever 
labouring for the public good, have discovered 
that this disposition of the body, which if imj[)ro- 
perly managed might become a disease, is attended 
with the most useful results, and produces a large 
quantity of saccharine matter. 

The process was pointed out by Nature herself 
in the person of your Majesty, and of several of 
the Grand Dignitaries of the Empire, when the 
barbarians of the North flew from their capital, 
which they reduced to ashes, and threw them- 
selves in consternation on the Vistula, the Oder, 
and the Elbe, to the very shores of the Cimbrian 
I Chersonese. 

Bonaparte, Strike out that foolery. N iw start 
again. * 

President, I therefore have the honour of sub- 
mitting to your Majesty, that the sugar, the pro- 
duce of this sim pie operation, be made subsidiary 
to that of the beet-root In the proportion of one- 
third ; and that this ,• * « ^^ly and long-desired sugar, 
so salutary to man from its prior relationship with 
his constituent principles, and so eager for ^ its 
reunion, bo the only sugar used in the French 
empire, and among the good and faithful allies 
! of your Majesty : and further, that after the expira- 
I lion of fourteen years, every Power in amity with 
France may fabricate it within its own territory. 

His Majesty the Emperor of the French, King 
of Italy, Protector of the confederation of the 
Rhine, and Mediator of Switzerland, was graci- 
ously pleased to make the following reply. May 
it please your Majesty to dictate one. 

Bonaparte, Write, 

' Sir, president of my senate, I am content with 
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you. My mlniftter if the intertor shall be charged 
to carry your proposition into effect.’ 

And now you are Kere, you may lay your heads 
together and prepare an address to me on the 
birth of my son, the King of Rome. ^ President 1 
why do you lift up your shoulders ? 

President. May it please your Imperial Majesty, 
the glorious prince, whom France and the whole 
world sighs for, is unborn. 

Bonaparte. What the devil is that to you 1 He 
will be born within a day or two, or at moat a 
week, and I may not have leisure or inclina- 
tion to send after you again. Write down my 
words. 

* The star which, on the day of my birth, pro- 
mised me a son, accomplishes its promise. The 
King of Rome descends on earth, already the 
defender of monarchy and religion.’ 

Have you written, monsieur, what follows 1 

President. Yes, Sir ; although imperfectly. 

Prance, to commemorate the event, will aggrar 
rate on some future day the grief and maligaity 
of proud Albion, seizing in her despite the noblest j 
monument she left behind in Egypt. That pyra- j 
mid from which forty ages spoke to your Majesty^ 
tiie purest French, is destined to stand at the 
bottom of your staircase at the Tuileries, and 
to bear on its summit the plumed hat of your 
adorable infant. 

Bonaparte. The sentiment is truly French. 

Premdent. Meninon shall resound the name to 
his satellite the Odeon. 

Bonaparte.. Bravo 1 

President. And every department of the empire 
shall respond to the annunciation. 

Bonaparte. Sounding and sensible : but you 
have fallen from Memnoii. Make a dash again 
at England. 

President. Too long has France permitted the 
frightful chariot of Juggernaut, driven by relent- 
less Albion, to crush the children of India. Her 
eagle has one more flight, only one more, to make. 
From the summit of that pyramid she shall cover 
wirii hs^r wing the Thames, the TTydaspes, the 
Inc lus, and the Ganges, protecting the innocent 


tmd tearing the proud to pieces. No longer iUaXk 
itnonopoly^ with Fcodality in her train . , 

Bonaparte, Stop there ; alter that : rereno.lhe 
order : Feodality comes first. 

Prerid&nt, Contract and poison the sonroes of 
existence. The labourer shall prune his vine nn- 
molested in the happy plains of Oashemir : and 
Beauty, the child oT France, shall deign tcPacoepl 
her graceful shawl, earnest of gratitude and good- 
will. The Georgians and CiroaBslans, now groan- 
ing under the odious yoke of England . * 
BonapeurU. Of Russift, I think, or Turkey. But 
let that pass : my good people will nevej find it out 
Presidmt. Shall throw it oflf their necks at^e 
approach of the first French soldier : and Phasia 
and Chollspes and LiflTy shall roll their golden 
sands to the feet of their deliverer. To accom- 
plish in one campaign these high destinies, a son, 
worthy of his august genitor, in happy hour is 
born to your Majesty. Egypt, from whom your 
star removed you, Sire, lies desolate. The palace 
of the Pharaohs, the Alexanders, and the Ptole- 
mies, flew open in vain at the distant sound of 
your foot. Never more shafl it rejoice in your 
presence: but your legions, under their yo]]jpg 
Alcides, already invincible by his father^s name, 
shall carry him thither onvtheir conglomerated 
arms, to solemnise the banquet of Victory. 

Resound, 0 Mcmn<v\! thy prelude to that 
morning-star, to which the brigj\t-ened co^pnte- 
nauccs of all nations are uplifted^ Take thy sta- 
tion, 0 Pyramid! at the bottom of a staircaae 
which a hundred kings have mounted and de- 
scended, but only one great man. 

Bonaparte. President 1 take some lemonade. , 
A Ti inhtructive .volume might be cum potted uf the epeechM 
mndo to^Uonaparte and Lnuin XVIII. The adulation here 
fa Is Khort of that presented to Charles X, by M. le emnfee 
de sezo, president of the Court of Cassation. « Tmi Us 
BiKirbons te restemhlent : ils sent tous de dignes descendant 
de Ht. Louis et do Henri IV. Ce eont toujours let mSinet ' 
vertus, la mime/oi, la mime climenci\U mime amsvrpimr 
U: penpift le mime riisir de concilier lee lihertie pubtiquet et 
lee droits sacris dn trine** There is only one truth in all 
this, but *11 is too much C one : Tous les Bourbont at 
ressemblent. The eulogy wat delivered in the rtigil of 
Ferdinand YU. of Spain and Ferdinand IV. of Naplet. 


THE ABBE DELILLE AND WALTEll' £aND011. 

This Abbe Delille was th^iai)piest of ::reatures, 'Just as to transport an obelisk from Eg}*pt,and to 
when he could weep over the charms of innocence j erect it in one of the squares, must be considered 
and the country, in some crowded and fashionable j a greater labour than to build anew mininer’s shop, 
circle at Paris. We embraced most pathetically Delille. Milton is indeed extremely difficult to 
on our first meeting there, as if the one were translate ; for, however noble and m^estic, he is 
condemned to quit the earth, the other to live sometimes heavy, and ofteTi«Tough and une%ual* 
upon it. Landor. Dear Abbt? ! porphyry is heavy, gold is 

Delille. You alre reported to have said that heavier: Ossaand Olympus are rough and unequal; 
descriptive poetry has all the merits of a handker- the steppes of Tartary, though high, are of unl- 
ehief that smells of roses? form elevation ; there is not a rock, nor > biroh, 

Landor, This, if I said it, is among the things nor a cytisus, nor an arbutus, upon them, great 
which are neither false enough nor true enough enough to shelter a new-dropt lamb. Level 
to be displeasing. But the Abhe Delille has Alps one with another, and where is their si&Ui* 
merits of his own. To translate Milton well, is miiy^ tRaise up the vale of Tempo to the dolf^ 
ihore laudable thin originality in trifling matters; above, and whore arc those sylvan creeks and h^ 
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bom. bi whicb ike Imagination watches while the^ to relioTO a long pbem» I d(^ot see why what 
•onl reposes; those recem in which <he Qods pleases us^in a star^ should not please us in a 
partook the weaknesses of mortals, end mortals constdllatlon. The coarser lli'oad Is that of the 
the enjoyments of the Gods j larger loaf; we should therefore put into it more 


You have treated our poet with courtesy and 
distinction : in your trimmed and measured dresBij 
he mi^t be taken for a Er^chman. Bo not 
tlfink liie dattdHng, You have conducted Eve 
from l^adise to Paris, and sue really looks 
prettier and smarter than before she tripped. 
With what elegance she rises from a most awful 
dream I You represent he/ (I repeat your expres- 
sioi^ as spijnging up en mraavi, as if you had 
caught hej asleep, and tickled the young creature 
on that fiofh. ' 

Homer and Yir^l have been excelled in sub- 
limity by Sba^speare and Milton, as the Caucasus 
and Atlas of the old world by the Andes and 
Teneriife of the new : but you would embellish . 
them all. ' 

DtWU. I ow^ to Voltaire my first sentiment 
of admiration for Milton and Bhakspeare. 

Landor, He stuck to thorn as a woodpecker to 
an old forest-tree, only for the purpose of picking 
ov^^hat was rotten : he has made the holes deeper 
than he*fpund them, and, after all his cries and 
chatter, has brought home but scanty sustenance 
to bis starveling nest. 

Delille. Voltaire is not» always light, nor defi- 
cient Jn fire. • ; 

Landor, Ev^ smoke hath solid parts, and 
takes fire sometimes. ^ 

DdUle, You must acknowledge that there are 
fine verses in his tragedic#. 

, Lcmdor. Whenever su A is the first observation, 
be asBured, M. V Abbe, that the potyn, if heroic or 
dramatic, is bad. Should a work of this kind be 

are sustained 1 what delicacy of discriminatioii ! 
there is nothing to be taken away or altered with- 1 
out an iiyuxy to the part or to the whole/’ We 
may afterward descend on the versification. In 
poetry there is a greater difference between the 
good and the excellent, t&n there is between the 
bad and the good. Poetry has no golden mean : 
mediocrity here is of another metal, which V oltaire 
however had skill enough to encrust and polish. 
In the least wretched of his tragedies, whatever is 
tolerable is Shakspearc’s ; but, gracious Heaven ! 
ho|r deteriorated ! When he pretends to extol a 
poet, he chooses some defective part, and renders 
it more soVhenever he translates it I will 
repeat a few yerses fi-om Metastasio, in support of 
my assertion. Metastasio was both a better critic 
and mbetter poet, although of the second order in 
eaeh quaUty ; his tyrants are less philosophical, 
and his chambermaids less dogmatic. Voltaire 
was hbwever a man of abilities, and author of 
many passable epigrams, beside those which are 
Ctmtiiaed in his tragedies and heroics; yet it 
muat be confessed, that like your Parisian lackeys, 
thtif are usually the smartest when out of place. 

What you call epigram gives life and 
ipirit to grave works, and seems principally wanted 


salt and leaven. 

I believe you have no adequate translation of 
the ffenriade. • I doubt whether I myself have 
sufficient mastery over the jjiinglish language to 
render it worthily. 

La/ndor, Is it possible to doubt of your powers { 
May not the commencement be somewhat like this, 

1 sing tho hero, VAiiquisher 
Of France, and Mayenne too, 

The king of all his subjects, 

And father of no few ; 

One never out-mana?uvred 
At rapier or inU'fgue, 

Who parried off the Spaniard 
And fairly bit the League. 

Descend from heaven's top-gallery* 

Descend, O Truth august ! 

And sprinkle o’er iny writing 
Thy pink and scented dust, 

IMUle. Ah fd ! That last thought is a bright 
one indeed! Voltaire would have emptied his 
snuff-box to replenish it with that fine powder. 
But . . pardon ! Our language has certain shades 
which none but a Frenchman can seize. There 
are here a few points of difference in the senti- 
ment. Y ou have indeed abundantly compensated 
for them, by tho delicate allusion to our poet’s 
theatre. But . . but . . top-gallery, . Ah Mr. Landor I 
even Homer would have failed : he would indeed. 
Our spirit, our fimseey our delicacy, are pecu- 
liarly ours. 

Landor. f will never try again anything so 
arduous. 

Delille. Epigram and versification are the main 
secrets of French poetry; to which must be added 
an exactness of thought and a brevity of expres- 
sion, such for instance as we admire in Boileau. 
But you promised me something of Metastasio. 

Landor. I will repeat tho lines, with Voltaire’s 
observations. 

The King of Parthia is brought in chains before 
the Emperor Hadrian, and has .leisure lOr tho 
following paraphrase, by which he would signify 
that his ruin itself shall be subservient to his 
revenge. 

Sprezza il furor del vento 
Robusiu quercin, aw^-z/a 
Di cento v'.>. cento 
Lc ingiuiie a tolerar. 

£ He pur cadde ul suolo, 

Bpiega per I’onde il volo, 

E con quel vento Uittco 
Va contrastando U mar. 

Con qud vento isteaaol it must make haste 
then. Voltaire had forgotten the art of conceal- 
ing his insincerity, when he praised as &aid)limc air 
the worst and most fhr-fetched thought in all the 
operas of Metastasio. He could read Italian 
poetry, he could write French : we hare seen how 
he judged of the least familiar, let us now inquire 
how he judges of the most. He considers then 
the following lines in Miihridate as a model of 
perfection. 
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J'ai B(!U par une Innffue et pdnibl^' fnd»Btrle 
Des ploB mortelB veVind pr^venir'lit furle. ^ 

Ah t quMl m’eitt nfiaux valti, plus sage ou p\ is b«Mmi3l» 
Bt repoussant les tracts d’un amour dangereuXi * 

Be pas laisaer remplir d'ardeura empolttonn^es 
tin corur d^j| glacd pai U/roid det ann4e§. 

Alas ! the cold of his years^ in compar&on with 
the cold of his wit, is but as a fla&;e of snow to a 
mass of frozen merely. 

DdUU. Thefe often are quickness and spirit in 
the chtidsms of Voltaire : but these, 1 acknow- 
ledge, do not constitute a good critic, although a 
good critic will not have been such without them. 
His versatility and variety are more remarkable 
than his correctness. On subjects where religion 
was not concerned, he was more accurate and 
dispassionate. 

Larulor. The physical world seemed a vast 
thing to him : for it must be a vast thing to con- 
tain Paris. He could not imagine that the earth 
liad ever been covered by the sea, but that the 
shells on mountains were tossed there by Nature 
in her hours of idleness, to excite, no doubt, the 
curiosity of English travellers. Never did it once 
occur to him that changes are taking place eter- 
nally in every particle of our solar system, and of. 
other solar systems far remote from ours : never 
did it occur to him that the ocean an(« the world 
within it arc less in the hand of Ood than a bowl 
of milk with a morsel of bread within it are in a 
child’s, where the one is soon dissolved and dis- 
locates the other. But his taste in high poetry is 
no better than his judgment in high philosophy. 
Among the number of his futile and rash remarks, 
ho declares that nothing ia Homer is equivalent 
to Hesiod’s description of Pandora. The homely 
and somewhat dull poem of Hesiod is indeed to a 
certain degree enlivened by it. But if Voltaire 
could have read a sentence of Greek, even without 
understanding one word, the musitt of tliose verses 
ill the Odyssea, imitated so well by Lucretius,* 
on the habitations of the gods, and of those others 
where the mother of Ulyssesf tells him the cause 
of her decease, would have checked him in tlie 
temerity of his decision. Nothing can excel the 
harmony of these passages, and the poetry they 
contain is equally perfect. How contemptible 
then is that critic, and how greatly more that 
poet, who prefers an indifferent piece of satire not 
only to these, but to the parting of Hector and 
Andromache and to the interview of Priam and 
Achilles. 

J>elUle. Acknowledge at least that in tales and 
in history he has done something. 

Landor. Yes, he has united them very dex- 
terously. In the lighter touches of irony and 
derision he excels Babelais and rivals Moliere ; 
but in that which requires vigour of conception, 
and there is a kind which docs require it, he falls 
short of Cervantes and Swift. You have other 
historians not only more faithful, but as powerful 
in style and as profound in thought. I place him 
barely on a level with Robertson, although in 

♦ Ody». Vi. V. 42 I xi V, 127. 


.composition he may have«an Advantage. o^er him; 
^nor in disquisition is he comparable to Gibbotif 
whose na!Lmer, i^hich many have censured, 1 
think in gener^ well suited to the worL In the 
Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire there is too 
puch to sadden and disgust : a smile in such a 
narrative on some occasions is far froip unacceptr 
able : if it 8fionld^'’be succeeded by a sneer, it Ss 
not the sneer of bitterness, which falls noi <m de- 
bility, nor of triumph, which accords not with 
contempt. * The colours, it is true, are gorgeous, 
like those of the setting sun ; and such were 
wanieii. The style is much swayed by the senti- 
ment. Would that which is proper for the histo- 
rian of Fabius and Scipio, of Hannibal and I*yr- 
rhus, be proper too for Augustulus and the Popesl 
Gibbon could be grave when an Emperor like 
Julian commanded it ; but could he; or could any 
one, on rising from the narration of a Greek his- 
torian, who has described how an empress played 
** the royal game of goose V 

Delille. Gibbon, one would imagine, was a 
mixed production of two different races in Africa, 
and borrowed the moral featisires from the one, the 
physical from the other. The Kabobiguas have 
no 'worship, sacrifice, ceremonies, or priests ; ?!nd 
the Houpouanas have a nosf; which projects little 
more than five or six lines j half the face seems to 
be forehead. This, however, is no reply to your 
observations on his style. Accordant it may b© 
indeed with the corruption of government and 
morals it describes ; but is it not accordant like- 
wise wnth the corri<J)tion of language at the time? 

Landor. I am afraid I should myself he guilty 
of another great fault at'-lributed to him, that is 
digrepsion, if I entered into the inquiry with the 
minuteness ahcl to tl»e extent you might demand. 
1*. must be confessed that, in his voluminous 
work, thirty (or perhai)K more) instances of 
Frenchified or Latinised phraseology may be 
detected ; and, what is worse, sometimes a puer- 
ility, contrasting violently with his gravity and 
pomp, intrudes upon us. His ** golden tomb of 
the silk'wOrm is worse ePen than the Alps of Taci- 
tus " faithful to the snow.” 

Ddille. You will not then insist on his supe- 
riority over Voltaire in prose. 

Landm\ Cerlahily not: no writer is, where’ 
eloquence is uncalled for. Gibbon is habituated 
to a scholastic tone and strut on all occasions, 
pacing up and down the unventilated school of 
rhetoric with a measured and heav> step : Vol- 
taire on the contrary is easy and animated, vigor- 
ous and supple ; there is everywhere nerve enough, 
and nowhere a superfluity olj jlesh. His lang;^ag<e 
is always perspicuous; which cannot be said ul 
Gibbon’s, and which is the first requisite of style* 
We will return to him in his criticisms, where he 
is seldom wrong 'w hile he treats on prose. Bui 
when he calls the French poetry strong and ener- 
getic, he sliow's himself Insensible that the nature 
both of the language and of the metre prohibits it : 
when hp calls the Italian weak and effeminate uid 
unfit for action, lie overlooks his inconsisteney ia 
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rtearking that lespeot Homer but read^ 

Tasfio.*^ In his criticisms dn poetry, I confess to 
you that, if you uill allow me to deliver my 
opitiioii ih the words of Chaucer, 

He hath a voice weak as hath a gott. 

Ko continental poet is less weak and effeminate 
than Chiabrera ; whose work%I apprehend, YoV 

f ire '^as just* as incapable of appreciating as 
ome/s. Did he ever hear of Filicsgal rich in 
thoTtght as Pindar himself, and, on one occasion, 
more enthusiastic. ^ 

DdiUe> Enthusiastic as Pindar! Ah M. Landor! 
.j^anefor^Abbd, I said Ttiore enthusiastic: for 
in critici^ I love correctness. We have lost the j 
greater and (some believe) the better part of | 
Pindar*s poetry : what remains is more distin- , 
gulshed for exquisite selection of topics than | 
for enthusiasm. There is a grandeur of soul 1 
which never leaves him, even in domestic scenes ; 1 
and his geniua^does not rise on points or peaks of , 
sublimity,^' but pervades the subject with a vigor- j 
OUB and easy motion, such as the pbets attribute 
to the herald of the Gods. He is remarkable for 
the rich economy of his ideas and the temperate 
a’li^ifirity of his judgment; and he never wiys 
more than what is proper, nor otherwise than 
what is best. • 

I remember an observation of yours, that the 
dithyrambic is almost entirely lost to the moderns, 
Whos^ Ianguag#iB still less adapted to it than the 
Latin^.'’ On the contrary, all the modem lan- 
guages, with the sole exception of yours, are much 
better adapted to the dithyrambic than that is. 

The Baron de Couturq^ in his notes on Lucre- 
Hius, is enamoured of his native tongue, although 
less desperately than Henri Etienne, who calls it 
" the best of all tongues possible” . . not sKistinp 
or extinct, but within the gift of the Divinity. 
The more judicious lover thus expresses his admi- 
ration : ** If it were permitted me, without offend- 
ing anyone, to say a few words to the advantage 
of our language, it appears to me that we may 
find in it all the ease, the^oiish, and th(^ majesty 
of the Boman. To reproach it with its poverty 
is an outrage. Do not let us cast upon it our own 
defects ; the sterility is in our thoughts. If we 
do but think, our language wi^l furnish us with 
expressions. Perhaps I may bo a little too partial 
to it.” 

DdiUe. Not at all ! not at all ! 

Landor. Jfle proceeds in acknowledging that 
he may be rather so in placing it with the Latin, 
to which, beyond all other of its excellences, it is 
unquestionahly the rival (he says) in poetry. His 
next^observation ia^that, if the Latin had* the 
constraint of noieBanre and of rhyme to vanquish, 
he doubts whether it ever would attain the charm 
of the French. 

PeliUe. Very reasonably ; I doubt it too ; or 
rather, 1 am certain it would not. 

Landor. If an organ were forced* to imitate a 
bells, I doubt whether the ring of bells 

■■■ ■■ — • 
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would not succeed the bcift^ lie might have 
added, if Bomans had been obliged to split 
their •heroic verses down tllb back like broiled 
mackarel, he doubts whether they would have 
been better ihan yours. But your language has 
a greater quantity of inharmonious sounds, and a 
smaller of distinct words for rhyme, than any 
other that employs it. Le^^a German, a Swede, 
a Eussian, read to you a few pages of his poetry, 
and this will be evident. Many of the rhymes, 
indeed a great proportion of them, are fonned by 
t^e termination of the tenses. Now surely no 
good writer would wish two similar tenses at 
equal distances. Talma, in remarking to me 
that a French actor has difficulties to surmount 
which an English has not, began with pointing 
out the necessity he lies under of breaking the 
joints and claws of every verse, as of pigeons for 
a pic, and of pronouncing it as if it were none at 
all ; thus undoing what the writer had taken 
the greater part of his pains to accomplish. • 

TJie business of the higher poetry is to chasten 
I and elevate the mind tby exciting the better 
I passions, and to impress on it lessons of terror 
and of pity by exhibiting the self-chastisement of 
the worse. There should be as much of passion 
as is possiWe, with as much of reason as is cou- 
sistent with it. How admirable is the union of 
j these in the ode of Filicaja to Sobieski ! 

I Delilk. Do you really then prefer this Italian 
to Boiieau \ his ode to the King is fine. 

Landor. There is nearly as much difference 
between his ode and the Italian, as between 
Sobieski and Louis ; nearly as much as betweeu 
the liberation of Europe and the conflagration of 
the Palatinate. Give me the volume, if that in 
your hand is it.''" 

The high wisdoin of a young hero is not the tardy fruit 
of slotv old age. 

Dear Abbe, can you ever have read this com- 
mencement, and call the A'J.thor a man of genius 
or taste ! 

, , . Ma muse tremblante 

Fuit d’un si grand fardeau lu charge trvg gem' 

Vulgarity in the metaphor and* redundance in 
the expression ; and look ! it occurs again at the 
conclusion. Addison tells you that he docs, 
what he gives no sign of doing, that ho 

Bridlcg in }iis slrugglinir Muh’ |min. 

But it is better to iuin a Muse into a marc than 
into a mule or ass, which Boiieau does; and 
Addison has redeemed the wretchedness of Ifis 
poetry by the suavity and humour of his prose. 

Et tandiR que ton hran dc« redouti 

Va le foudre k la main r<;tablir T^quit^. 

I always fancied that the femdre is ratlicr a de- 
stroyer than an establisher. But why was the 
arm of Louis feared by the nations, if it was 

* Our popular orftios have never suspected that Boiieau 
is deficient in coireotness of thought or expression It is 
ohiefly for the edification of those vrho reoummend him as 
a model that this dialogue was written. A grub, If hooked 
with dexterity, may oatoh a tunny. 
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Let ns turn to his Satires. 

6'cUire i. 

Kt puJf>. coiiniiunt peroer cette /aule ^opable 

De rimeui'B . • ■ dont It nond^e Vaccable . . . 

ITn lit et deux placets composuient tout son bien ; 

Ou, pour en nitenx pi rler, Saint- Amant n'avalt Hen. 

It would puzzle me to divine in what this 
mieux purler consists. There never was a verse 
more idle than this better-spoken one« or what 
would incur more ridicule in any notoriously bad 
writer. The bed and the deux placets show the 
extremes of Saint-Amant's poverty, without the 
least expenditure of wit or fancy to light up the 
chamber : any other piece of worthless furniture 
might have been added. This however did not 
suit the rhyme, Boileau’s goddess of Kecessity. 
He therefore ridicules the man for not having 
what he had just before ridiculed him for having. 

Satire ii. 

Pour qui tient Apollon tqpH aes ouvorts, 

Et qui B^aiM ii quel coin ho rnarquent lea bonn vers. 

Behold the art of sinking 1 

Satire iii. 

Nothing can be more flat and farther out of 
character than the last lines, from a person who 
professes just before an utter indifference to the 
pleasures of the tiible. 

Satire iv. 

Tout de groc, tout boufH <) 'arrogance. 

All this, excepting the last word, is in another 
place. The idea of htrisse de grec arose, I pre- 
sume, from the sharp and slender forms of the 
Greek letters, as wc sec them printed. A line of 
Greek appeared to Boileau like a hedge of aloes. 

La mfinie erreur Ich fait error diverHement. 

A contradiction the more apparent, as he had 
mentioned the hundred roads in which the tra- 
vellers wandered, some to the right, some to the 
left. He has ridiculed the errors into which men 
have r’ln from the imperfection of their reason : 
a great folly ! He now gravely rails at reason itself : 
a greater ! 

Quo Hi d'un sort f&clit ux la malii.>i>c inconatanco. 

The inconstancy of a soH fUcheux was never 
before complained of, still less called malignant. 

Enfln un nu^dectn fort export cn son art 

l.e gu(^rit . . . par adrensc ou pliitAt par haiuird. 

* It is quite unimportant to the story, if not to 
the verse, whether the physician cured the man 
by skill or chance : but to say that he was fort 
,expeH en son art, and subjoin that he effected his 
ctiXiplytot par JuLsard, proves that the poet must 
have tlken. his expressions altogether at hazard. 

On /ait cas d'un ooursier qui, fter ,* • et plein de cceur . . . 

does M^hat? 

Fait parattre en oourant ea bdUlante vigueur. 

This is natnnl enough ; could not well be 


* dans la oarH^re 

S'est courert miUe /oh . . . d'une nobte potuilteo. 

Satire vi. 

A man who reasons must be awar^ how silly it 
is to write an an^ry satire on eats : yet«the fisst 
thing that provokes the complaints of«Boileea 
agaii^st Paris, is the noise of these anises, and 
their dangerous conspiracies, in league With the 
rats, against his repooe. Such a confederation is 
about as rational and natural, and must end in 
the same manner as the alliance of Hhe crowned 
crimps against your country, in the nbme of the 
holy and undivided Trinity. He then calls this 
disturbance the least of his misfortunes, and 
attacks the cocks, which of courele are a plague 
to Paris. Yet neither the cocks nor the bl^- 
smith, who falls next under his displeasur^ art, 
if we may judge from the outcry he mak^ so 
grievous an evil to him as the fonner UtCtotlouH 
disturbers of his peace. 

Len voleurn k I'lnstaut s'em^^ai'ent de la villa. 

Le beds le plus/unette et le luoins frdquentd 
EHt, an prix de Paris, un lieu de sUret^. ^ 

Exaggeration may be parried to any height 
where there is wit, but rolls down like a load of 
gravel where there is pone. 

Mallic'.tr done; k eehil qii'une affafre imprdvue . 
Eiiguge un pen tiop tard uu di^tour d’une nio^! 

He does not seem conscious that the praises ho 
has been lavishing on Louis are worth nothing, 
if there is a foundai^^ion for this complaint. 
Thieves are not subjects for satire ; but those aro 
whose capitals are crowded with them. 

Ikfaiidrait, dans rondos d'un vaste logoment, 

Avoir loin de la rue un autre appartement. 

This is curious ; for it demonstrates to us that 
there certainfy must have been a time when it was 
considered, or offered, as wit, satire, or moral. 

Delille. You are very fastidious for one so little 
advanced in years. ^ 

Landor. I was more fastidious when I was 
younger, and I could detect a fallacy in composi- 
tion as readily as now. 1 had been accustomed 
to none but t^e })est models. I had read Pindar 
and the great tragedians more than once before 
I had read half the plays of Shakspeare, My 
prejudices in favour of ancient literature began 
to wear away on Paradise Lost ; even the 

great hexameter sounded to me tinkling when I 
had recited aloud in my solitaiy walks on the 
sea-shore the haughty appeal of Satan and the 
deep penitence of Eve. I *ra8 above twenly-five 
years old when I first looked at Bante; one 
cyclopian comer of the great quaternion. 

Delitle. You studied much, however; and 
study sharpens criticism. 

^ * Landor. J doubt it ; unless by refrrenoee and 
comparisons. Only four years of my life were 
given up much to study : and I regret that 1 
spent *B0 many so ill. Even these debarred mo 
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ftom no ploomire ; for I seldom read or wrote | 
iritldA«do^ excepting a, few hours at nighf. 
The learning of those who are called the learned^ 
is kaming at second-hand : %he primaip and 
moat important must be acquired by reading in 
our own bosoms; the rest a deep insight into 
other men's. What is written is mostly an inf- 
perfect and uqfaithihl copy. • * 

DdtHU* Ton have taken little from others. 

Lamior, When I had irrigated my field from 
the higher sources of literature^ I pelinitted the 
waste water to run ofiT §gain. Few things re- 
mained in my memory as they entered ; more 
eu^umbeifd it; many assumed fresh combinations. 

Come f we must talk no longer about so obscure 
a man, in the presence of this severe censor and 
eminent poet. We will open 
• Satire vii. 

Mais tout fat me d^plalt . . . et me blesse lea yeux ; 

Je le pourjtuis partout. 

idle and sil^y ! were it practicable, it would be 
the ruin of Satire. 

DeliUe. Turn over, and you will find Boileau I 
warmed by the fin^ French sentiment of loyalty ! 
to his King. Ay, that pleases you, I see. | 

• <^ndor. No sentiment is more just or reason- 1 
able thkn loyalty ; but it should belong as much I 
to Kings as to thAr people : where it is not { 
reciprocal it is worth nothing. What insincerity 1 j 
what baseness J to rave against the wild ambition j 
^f Ailexander, %ho had all the spirit and all the | 
talents of a consummate vrarrior, and to crouch 
at the feet of Louis with every expression of 
homage and admiration ; of Louis, who had no 
such talents, no such spirit, who exposed his 
person in no battle, but who ordered a massacre 
to win the favour of a saint, and consumed a pro- 
vince to cure a heresy : a co^pfard, a bigot, •perfi<JJ- 
ous, ungrateful, peijured, who died so despised 
and hated, that his worshippers juTuped up fr»m 
their kneeling, and pelted his carcass with mire 
and ordure as it went to burial. 

DeliUe, Ah, M. Landor ! you can not do him 
justice. Tou must exagijjierate or you jnust dc- 
tiact. 

Lemdor, F^nelon, than whom there never was 
a more dispassionate judge, or a more veracious 
man, says of him in a letter to JVI^dame de Main- 
tenon, which it is probable he intended she should 
show to him, ** that he had no idea of his kingly 
duties,” Of what duties had he any 1 

The satire we have dipped into is borrowed in 
many parts«from Horace, in many from Juvenal ; 
yet Boileau has contrived to torpify with prose 
and pufilng all the gaiety of the one, and to 
weaJtewith cold and hoarseness all the declama- 
tion of the other. 

Satire ix. 

C*eBt k vous, mon Beprit, k qui je veiix parler. 

H is a pity that his Esprit was not summoned 
to this conference earlier ; but even now it is only 
called to be talked to, and has more to hear than i 

Mali moi qul, da»Mr UJbnd, spals bleu oe..« 


A significant no^, to give the sentence the ap> 
pearance of wit, which, if it ifes anywhere in it^ 
lies (ianB%efo7id, 

Phebiu a-t-ll pour voua aplani Ifi Parnasse ? 

The word aplani is not a very happy one 
since the difficulties of PJumassus are the triumphs, 
of the poet, d must observe here, that Apollo, 
Parnassus, &c., are too frequently used by your 
poets, and that nothing shows barrenness of in- 
vention more evidently, than a perpetual recur- 
rence to mythology on subjects unconnected with 
ij. I know but one thing so subversive of illusion 
in works of fiction. 

Delille. What is that 1 

Landor. The cant- word of novelists, vwr hero ; 
by which you meet the Author fece to face inop- 
portunely, and the vision is intercepted bv him 
bodily. The hero whom he represents to us is 
perhaps a young gentleman fresh from college, 
whose feats of heroism have been upon a Wilton 
carpet, or in a pleasant walk among the trees 
witj^ Emily, or in an innocent ride between two 
turnpike-gates. It closes with fulling in love, 
with struggling to gel out of it, with succeeding 
^by the Leucadian leap of marriage, pr in case of 
fiiiUire, as may happen, with blessing her devoutly 

on his li3«t legs,” as we say in England. But 
again to an Author who never was in this predica- 
ment, and who certainly leads us not into temp- 
tation of any kind. 

Bt lu* 89a vcz vous pas quo, 8Ur cc mont Huerd, 

Uui ne vole (ui souiinct toinbe an plus baa degr^. 

This is neither true nor ingenious. Horace 
has misled him by b^ng misunderstood, where 
he says : 

. . . mecliocribUH eaae poetis 

Non hoinineH, non dl, non concetwere oolumnae. • 

Now Horace himself, and Catullus, and Tibul- 
lus, have never reached nor attempted to reach 
the summit of Parnassus ; and equally certain is 
it that they have not fallen au plus has degre. 
Their poetry is excellent in its kind ; as among 
the French is that of La Fontaine. It in only 
those whose poetry has risen no» higher ^ihan to 
mediocrity in iks kind, whatever that kind may 
be, whose existence as poets is destined to a short 
duration. Catullus and Horace will be read as 
long as Homer and Virgil, and more often and by 
more readers. 

Par Vcclat tVun fanleait trop pcMuit ii porter. 

This is the third time within a few pages tlfat 
I have observed the metaphor ; but I nevei^heard 
until now that a fardeau could have an idat. 
If it ever is attended by one, it must be, not 
while it is borne, but at the moment when it is 
thrown offi 

Peindre Bellone eufeu. tonnant de toute-K iwirts . . . 

And what elsel Mars, Minerva, Jupiter, the 
Fates, the Furies ! 

Et le Beige effray^ 

but surely in some act of awfiil devotion ; that 
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if we fall from such a height^, it may be into the 
bosom of Pity. Ai no ! 

. . . fuyant s*..r ses remparta ^ 

How contemptible are these verses on Bellona 
and the Dutchman, in comparison with those they 
are intended to imitate ! * 

Cupiduni, pater optime, virei’ 

DoSciunt : neque^nim quiv'is horrentia pilia 
Avniina, n< c fracta pereuntos ouapule Gallos, 

A lit labentifl equo det^ribat vulnera Parthi. 

Delille. This satire contains the line which has 
been so often quoted, 

Et le (‘linquant du Tasse k tout Tor de Vtrgile, 

in which Boileau has scarcely his wonted discri- 
mination. Surely Tasso is a superb poet. 

Landor. A few remarks on that foolish verse. 
Your poets have always felt a violent jealousy of 
the Italian. If Virgil had lived in the age of 
Tasso, and Tasso in the age of Virgil, Boileau 
would have transferred and commuted the desig- 
nation, and have given the tinsel to Virgil, the 
gold to Tasso. There is little of tinsel ir the 
Oi-erusedeTthTnet and much of gold. The poet fails 
whenever he attempts the sublime, generally so 
called ; but he seldom overloads his descriptions 
with idle words or frivolous decorations. His 
characters are more vivid and more (wstinct than 
Virgil’s, and greatly more interesting. The 
heroes of the jEneid are like the half-extinct fres- 1 
coes of Raphael; but what is wanting in the 
frescoes of the painter is effaced by time, what is 
wanting in the figures of the poet was wanting to 
his genius. No man ever formed in his mind an 
idea of Dido, or perhaps ever wished to form it ; 
particularly on finding her memory so extensive 
and her years so mature, that she could recollect 
the arrival of Teucer at Sidon. Mezentius is 
called a deapiser of the Gods ; yet the moat pious 
speech in the jEncid comes from the lips of 
Mezentius, the most heroieal of all the characters I 
ill that poem, and the most resigned to the will | 
of Heaven : 

Ast do me divAm pater atqiie honiinum rex 
V<iicrit. 

But who would walk among the scenery of 
woods and waterfalls, of glades and forests, of 
valleys in their retirement, and of corn-fields in 
their richness and profusion, for the sake of bring- 
ing home a few sticks and stubble 1 or who could 
receive more pleasure from such an occupation, 
than from survejdng the majestic growth of the 
trees and the infinite variety of the foliage? 

Vjrgil has blemishes like Tasso, and Tasso has 
beauties like Virgil. The uEneid, I venture to 
affirm, is the most mis-shapen of epics ; an epic of 
episodes: for these constitute the greater and 
Vetter part. The OkrmaUmine LihercUa is, of 
all such compositions, the most perfect in its pi 
. -je^rd to execution, read any one book atten- 
^ and I am persuaded, M. I’Abb^, that you 
, ”tther have written it than all the poetry 
ofVoltwrv. BoilMu. 

Let us go voiuxne before us. 


de BAnR-fn>id . . . ei ssn» Sire amoureux, 

^ Pdur quelqu' iris en t’airHiaire le langeureux. 

The superfluous on the superfluous ! Boileau 
is on^of the forty who have done the same thing. 
One would imagine that there had lived in Paria 
some lady of this name, either by baptism or con- 
vention. The French poets, if they wished to 
interest the rcaderj^^hould at least hav% enptged a 
name less hackneyed. Deli a, Oorinna, Lesbia, bring 
with them lively recollections. They are names 
not taken* in vain by the Romans in the days of 
Roman glory ; and th^ women to whom they weR*: 
first given were not ideal. 8ynon3^ou8 with 
beauty, grace, fondness, tenderness, they delight 
the memory by locality : hut we turn with indif- 
ference or with disgust from the common P<xlai» 
Rmjal face of Iris. Boileau might have said to a 
patron, " vou shall be my Apollo, my Richelieu, 
my Louis . ” the expression has something to rest 
upon : and why should not love eujoy the same 
privilege as patronage ? The judicious La Fon- 
taine has committed this inexcnsable fault, and 
rendered it worse than he found it in any pre- 
ceding poet : for, in an Imitation of A'tmcreon ho 
places Iris with Venus. Here he confuses the my- 
thological Iris with the Iris to whom youjrvire, 
not a temple nor an altar (which I believe were 
never raised to the heavenlj* one) but a triangular 
hat over a buckled and powdered peruke. 

Lh Satiro, en Icfons, cn noiiveautcis fortile, 

Sait Heule aBsaiaouncr le plaiaant I'utile. « ' 

Rhyme consists in similarity 'of sound, not in 
identity ; an observation that has escaped all your 
poets, and, what is more wonderful, all the Italian. 
Satire is less fertile in n'f velty than any other kind 
of poetry ; and possesses not alone the powei' 
attributed to' it, but, on the contrary, in a less 
4egret^ than the i%st. If it alone W6re endowed 
with this faculty, why should poets employ any 
kind else? Who would write what cannot be 
plcasiiiit? who, what cannot be useful ? Satire alone 
would serve the purposes both of poetry and of 
prose : and wc might expect to find a good satire 
inever 5 »^^ood treatise oi \ geometry, or metaphysics, 
or music, or cookery. 

nd ! mon (lieu ! craignez tout d’un auteur en oourroux, 
Qui peut . . Quoi ? . . . Je m’entende . . . Mais enoor ? . . . 

Taisez-vous^ 

Thus ends this long monologue between Boileau 
and his Esprit, which must have rejoiced heartily 
at its dismissal. Perhaps no line is more suitable 
to the French taste than this laat; so many 
short sentences, coming out singly and with breaks 
between them, like the notes in a cock’s crow ; so 
many things of which almost every man fancies 
that he alone is in the secret. I must coifress, it 
is really one to me ; and, after all the interpreta- 
tions it will bear, I find neither wit nor satire in 
it, nor even the sting of a dead epigram. 

Eelille. When you compare the tenth satire of 
Boileau with the manner in which women are 
attacked by Juvenal, you must be filled with ad* 
miration at perceiving how superior Frenol* 
morahty is to Roman. 
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Landor, That is a l^notty question, M. TAblii^ : 
w« might bruise our hands, if we attempted f|p 
iaj hold of it : it is safer to confine our observa- 
tions to poetiy. 

Que, ft! sous Adam mSme . . . et loin avant Noi. 

The same fhull. incessantly recurring! What 
was under Adam, was long^befose Noah. Your 
* marquises wdVe not very profound in chronology : 
but ^n the most ignorant of them probably knew 
this fact, notwithstanding the league between his 
ionfesBor and his vices to keep him from reading 
tne oook where it is recorded. In Boiieau there 
is really fpore of difiuseness than of brevity : few 
otserve^it, because it abounds in short sentences : 
and few are aware that sentences may be veiy short 
and the writer very prolix ; as half a dozen stones 
rising out pf a brook give the passenger more 
tiTouble than a plank across it. 

Villon «t Sainfc-Gelais, 

Ariosie, Marot, Tlocace, Rabelais. 

One of the beauties at which Boiieau aimed, 
was the nitching of several namcfti together in a 
verse, without any other word. Caligula spoke 
justly and admir^ly, when he compared the 
A enjo nces of Seneca to lime without sand. Mon-i 
tesquifiu, Voltaire, and their imitators, Frederick 
of Prussia and CatlArine of Russia, were perhaps 
unconscious bow perversely they imitated this 
blameable model of stylf, and how far they were 
•in general from his gravity and acuteness. Florus 
and Valerius Maximus seem chiefly to have cap- 
tivated the attention, and to have formed the 
manner," of Voltaire; as the stylo of our historian 
Hume is evidently takeipfrom a Flinch translation 
r of MachiavelU. 

DelilU, Montesquieu, of whom Voltaire was 
amo:^ the earliest and best imitators, wob a grjat 
admirer of Florus. Cardinal Duperon ranked him 
next to Tacitus, and above Tite-Live. • 

Landor. Well, Abbd 1 let us go on, and we shall 
find, I warrant you, something m silly as that. 
We will leave the shallow red hat upon the peg. 
Voltaire owed much to ^ontesquieu, l^it greatly 
more to Le Sage, whose elegance, purity, and 
variety, never have been and never will be exceeded. 
We now come among clumsier valets than his. 

Sml aveo des valets, souvent volc^r^et traltres, 

A Un^fourSt d coup ennemis de lours maitres. 

B'hy BO 1 in any other respect than as voleurs 
ircAln'es, 

Bt, pouf le rendre libre, il le faut enohatner. 

This verse alone was worth a pension from Louis. | 
It is indeed the most violent antithesis that ever 
was.constructed : but, as a maxim in politics, it 
is aamirably adapted to your nation, most happy 
under a despot, and most faithful under a usurper. 

Et ne presume pos que Vdnus ou Satan, &o. I 

The two mythologies ought never to be con- 
founded. This is worse than Bellona and the 
Dutchman, or than Mars et U famme f&rt de Skink, 
L'bonneur eet oomxne une lie escarps et '...rds : 

^ n*y peut plus rentrer d^ta qu'on en eat dehofs. 

The simily is imperfect, because the fisot is 


untrue. If an ishmd can 
be enterJd twice. 

^ Avec uif air plus sombre 

S’en aller m^diter une vole au Jeu d'bombre. 

There no reason, except the rhyme, for this 
air plm sombre* When the lady only thinks of 
playing, she \iai& encountered no ill success, and 
expects none ; otherwise sjj^e would not play. 
Commo CO maglstrat de hideuse mi!moire. 

The story of this magistrate is badly told : the 
progress of his passion is untraced. How much 
better is the Sir Balaam of Pope. 

Mais qui pourrait compter le nombre des haillons ? 

This picture is overcharged. It appears to me 
that the author had written two descriptions, and 
not wishing to lose either, nor knowing what to 
do with both, tacked them together to compose 
the tenth satire. He confesses that le recit posse 
un peu r ordinaire^* and desires to know whether 
it could be given in fewer words. Horace will 
answer that it can be given both infewer and bettor. 

• Mais qui la priverait huit Jours de set plaisirs, 

Kt qui, loin d’un galant . . . objet de ses disirs* 

It is natural enough that the lady’s gallant 
should be the object of her desires : but what shall 
we think of a versification which permits de ses 
plaisirs to be followed by de se^ disirs f 
Sa tranquille yertu conserve tous ses crimes. 

A violent counterpoint 1 Antithesis was always 
fond of making inroads on the borders of absurdity. 

Satire xii. 

Et partout sa doctrine en peu do toms port^ 
what can be added tofts extent if it wsa parUndf 
why 

Put du Gangc, du Nil, et du Tage ^coutde. 

Another falling offl Who in the world ever 
made a voyage to the Ganges for the purpose of 
arriving at the Tagus 1 The verse itself did not 
exact tliis penance : it could have been written as 
easily, 

Put du Tage, du Nil, et du Gango ficoutdo. 

This would have described, as it was intended, 
the progress of the Christian ^iith. The same 
fault is committed (and none but a bad reasoncr, 
to say nothing of a bad poet, could commit it) in 
another couplet, which at this moment comes into 
my mind, but which, with many more, I have 
turned over. 

DelUle* Surely so grave a fault could hardly 
have escaped him twice. 

Landor. What think you of 
Do Pdkin . . k Paris . . et de Paris . . k Rome ! 

T know not where in any language to find such 
lethargic verses as the following : 

Sans simonie on peut contre un bien temperel 
Hardimont debanger un bien spirituel. 

Of all the wretched poets ridiculed by Boiieau, 
not one, I believe, has written anything so signal 
stupid. Turn to the Discours au Boi, 

Je vais de toutes parts oii me guide ma vHne, 

Sans tenir en mar chant une route certains / 

£t, sans gdner ma plume en oe iibre rndtler, 

Je la laisae au hasard courir sur le papier. 
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This !ji tinkrue : if H were rud, he would have 
written greatly wori than he did. Heraoe has 
mialed bSm here^ as dji other occasions, oy being 
miaonderstood : he says^ 

Ego apia Matinia 
More xnodoque 

Grata oarpentia thymapcr labor em 
Plurimumt ^c. ' 

This relates to the diversity of subjects chosen 
by the lyric poet : instead of which Boileau speaks 
merely of satires, and tells us that ho corrects the 
age at hazard, and without the view or intention 
of correcting it. 

' Quand Je voU ta aagesae en sea justos projeta 
D'une houreuse abondanoe onrichir tes aujeta. 

Here indeed he is a satirist, and a very bold one, 
and one who does not let his pen run at random 
over the paper. 

Que Jo n'al ni It ton^ ni la voix aasez forte. 

This verse resembles tliat in his translation of 
Bappho : 

Je no s^aurala trouTor ... do languo . . . ni do voix.- 

He places the tone and the voice in contradis- 
tinction : but what is the difference 1 Where the 
tone is loud, the voice is loud, at least for the 
time. Here, as everywhere, you find the never- 
foiling characteristic of your verse. Your heroic 
line rises and falls at a certain pitch, like the 
handle of a pump. 

Ddille, And yet our heroic verse is more gene- 
rally read and applauded in Europe than the 
English. 

Landor, Or than the Italian, or than the Latin, 
or than the Greek. Adm&ation is no proof of 
excellence : the point it comes from is its indica- 
tion, and this point is one and narrow. It must 
proceed from reason : how few look for that I how 
few of those who look, for it can find it in these 
regions. Where is the demonstration 1 who is the 
demonstrator 1 

Epitre I, Au Boi, 

Boileau had just issued a long and laborious writ 
against Equivoque ; he had despatched against it 
Noah’s a?k by sea and Heresy by land, when | 
Apollo (perdu makes him suddenly the prize of 
his adversary. He has the simplicity to tell Louis 
that Apollo has cautioned him thus : 

Cottti nicr ou tu courH ent ci^l^bro en nutifrages. 

I hope Louis read this line some years afterward, 
when the application of it would scourge him 
•‘>verely. Deprived of all he had acquired by his 
treachery, unless the nation that brought him 
upon his knees had permitted two traitors, Harley 
and St. John, to second the views of a weak, obsti- 
nate, drunken, old woman, and to obstruct those 
of policy and of England, he had been carted to 
condign punishment in the Place de Greve, or at 
Tyburn. Such examples are much wanted, and, 
as they can rarely be given, should never be 
omitted. 

This man is here called grand roi seven times 
within 200 lines; and to demonstrate that ho really 
was so, the words are written in grand characters. 


I Te llvrer le Bosphore, et . . . d'uii vert ineMl 
Proposer au Sultan de tp eSaer le Nil* 

^ Can anybne dou^t that, if the letter e could 
have been added to vers, the poet would have wrib 
I ten civil instead of incivU. 1 do not remember In 
ai)y language an epithet so idle and improper. 

Ne t’avons-nouspas vu dans les plaines Belgifluea» 

Quand rennemi^alncte, d^sertant tea reviparts, 

Au devant de ton Joug oourait de toutes parts, 

Tol-tn6me te bomer t 

Yes, with the assistance of William. 

Au devant de fbn Joug. 

Surely a beneficent prince has no Of^ion to 
impose a yoke upon those who run tow^ him 
willingly from all parts : nevertheless the sent)< 
ment is national. 

Ii'ont de ta valeur effraper Vunivert . 

A wise, beneficent, godlike action 1 but ghat 
follows 1 

Et camper devant DOle au milieu deshivers f ^ 

He grows mo^'c and more reasonable. 

On verrales abuapar ta main reSformfea, 

La licence et Torgueil en tons liAix r^prlmAi, 

Du debris des traitana ton dpargne grossie^ 

Dcb subsides affreux la rigueur adoucie, 

Lc soldat, dans la paix, sage et . . . lahorituXt 
Nos artisans grossiers reudiis . . . industrieux. 

What idea must that nation entertain of poetry, 
which can call this so 1 To'encounter such wretched 
lines, truly 

C’cHt camper devant DOle au milieu hea blvcra. 

What more docs Louis perform 1 

I'antOt Jo tracerai tes pnmpeux b&timents, 

Du loisir d’un bdros nolnxs amuHcmonts. 

These noble qmuBements, with some others ot 
Ihs same hero, brought France into a state of 
po\ erty and wretchedness, which, neglected by his 
8ucc".SBora, hurled the least vicious of the family 
to the scaffold. 

Ddille. I am afraid you will censure some of nr 
finest verses ; such as, 

Ell ! qui du BommcM’un cOteau 
Voynnt le Nil au loin rouW set eaux pomptutci, 
Ddtourncrait les yeux de ce riche tableau 
Et de ces eaux majestueuset f 

or, 

Tel le vaete. Ap^nr’n de sa oiiue hautaint i 
or even this. 

Ah, si ce noble instinct par qui le grand IlomPre . 

Landor. Fine verses are often bad pj>etiy. It 
these are really yours, they arc your very worst. 

Ddille. My friends think otherwise. 

Landor. Then they do you injustice. Never 
take their opinion in future unhss upon an eel-pie. 

EpUre in. 

I turn over the leaves hastily. Here we shall 
discover what happened when Adam was fallen. 
Lc chardon importiin hdrissa . . . les gudrets, 

Le serpent venimeux rampa dans ... los forSts. 

According to this, matters were bettered. If 
the serpent had always been there, Adam would 
have lost nothing, and the importunity of th.: 
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thiatle would have been little to be coxnplained|pf 
if it had only been in the ^vJhnts, ^ 

Epitre IV. A'f^Roi, 

Comment en vers heurcux assidger Doesboiirg, 

Zutphen, Waghenlnghon, Hai'derwiCt Knotzcmbourg ? 

These names ai e tacked together for no other 
jpurpo^e tfianjbhe rhyme : he^eomjlains that they 
are djjhcult lo pronounce, meaning to say difficult 
to spell ; for certainly none of tliem is very harsh; 
but whenever a Frenchman finds a difficulty in 
spelling a word, he throws in a handful of conso- 
nants to help him over : those are the fascines of 
Mi Boilefb’s approaches. The sound of Wurts 
is not (flfcnsive to the ear, without which the 
poet says, 

Quo j’allais a tes yeux (Staler de morveilles ! 

As you f’rench pronounce Zutphen &c., they 
are tnily harsh enough. But that is owing to your 
nasal twang, the most disagreeable and disgusting 
of sounds : bdlng produced by the same means as 
a stink is rejected, and thus reiniHding us of one. 
Tlie syllable Zut is not harsher than the first in 
ZHhr.<i, or Phen othtir than the first in PlUnix. I n 
fast,, the sounds of Grand Poi are liarsher than, 
anyTlifitso powerfully ofTcnd him, as to stop him 
with his raree-fihi'ii^ on his back, when ho had 
promised the king a peep at it. I w^cll remember 
the difficulty I cxpcriencod, in teaching a learned 
iioujtryman oS yours that, 

’Twiw at tlie royal fouht lor Persia won . . . 

is really a verse, and that 'fM}afi should not bo pro- 
nounced it teas’, inviting him to read the first 
line of the Iliad, in whifSi he stumbled at and 
* roll flat upon his face at nr;A7]id5ea>. 

And let me ask here, in rcgjfrd to ;^our use 
v>f the alphabet, what man of what nation, anci«it 
:jr modern, could imagine the existence a 
people, on the same globe with himself, who 
employ the letters e a u x to express a sound 
which he and all others would express by the 
^ngle vowel o, and that furthermore oient should 
dgnify neither more nor^ess than another single 
vowel e ? And what your barbarity to the 
most beautiful of the 1' juids ! In JiU you dis- 
inherit it: in VersaMes yon pour two of them 
into a gargle. If there is a fbtier that ought to 
liavo more force and strcngtli in it than any other, 
it is the letter x, which, in fact, is composed of 
two stout ones, k and s: yet you make nothing 
of it. • 

I will now show you what to any organs sen- 
sible of harmony is really disagreeable ; four simi- 
lar ^unds for instance in one verse, which occur 
in the last of this Ilpistlc, written (we may con- 
jecture) while the din of the blacksmith s shop, 
before complained of, was ringing in his ears. 

A/>n, wow, ne faiaon^ plii8 de plaintee inutiles : 
puiaqu' ainsi datis deux mois tu prends quaraw<o villep, 
AHSur4 de« bong vers dont ton bras me n^'pimd, 

Jo t'nHends dans deux ans aux Ixirds de rReUes/^ont. 

J know nothing of the Butch language bull 
will venture a wager with you, M. 1 Abb^ that 


the harshest verse in It is le^ so than these ; and 
a Greeks or an Italian shain decide. There are 
dozens similar. 

Je vais /aire la guerre aux habituns de l’a<r. 

II rne/aia^du repo*, des pr^* et dee forA*. 

Out cru me rendre nfSreux aux yeux de I'wnivers. 

Bes Merits pleius de/*u partout brillent aux yeux. 

The man must have been bom in a sawmill, or 
in France, or under the &ll8 of Niagara, whose 
ear can suffer these. In the same Epistle we find, 

A c‘c‘H mots, essuyant barbe limoneuset 

J1 prend d’un vieux guorrier la figure poudreuse, 

Anotlier equivocation. Surely if Boileau had 
found such poetry in an author of small repute, he 
would have quoted it as a thing too low to kick 
up, too flat to ridicule. 

What does the Rhine, after wiping the mud ofl 
his whiskers with a clean cambric handkerchief, 
and assuming the powdered face of an old lieu- 
tenant-general 1 he 

Tinfameux n)rt do Bkbik prend la route connue t 

And Louis, what is ho about ? 

LouIb, leu animaiit du fou do wm courage, 

Be plaint de m grandeur , , qui I'attache au rivage. 

He had many such complaints to make against 
his grandeur: Caesar and Alexander had none. 
A Gascon ran away from a fortress about to be 
bombarded ; he was intercepted and brought back ; 
and, on his trial before a courfi-martial, said in his 
defence that he had wished to exhibit his courage 
in the plain. If this had been permitted, it would 
probably have been found to be of the same kind 
as that of Louis. , 

Turn to the eighth Epistle, which is again ad- 
dressed to the king. I pass over the intermediate, 
because it is reasonable to presume that if Boileau 
looks not well in a court dross, he never looks 
well. In other cases indeed it would be uujust to 
confound the poet with the courtier ; in him the 
courtier is the better part. I observe too that 
these Epistles are particularly celebrated by the 
editor for ** the suppleness and grace of the versi- 
fication, and for the equality, solidity, ai\d fulness 
of the stylo.” • 

Et mes vers en oe stylo, cnnuyoiix, sans appas, 
l>6slionoront ma plume ct ne t’honorent pas. 

If the verses were mnztyettx et sa/ns appas, it is 
evident enough that Ibey dishonoured his pen; 
and what dishonoured his pen could not honour 
his prince. This thought, which Boileau has re- 
peated so often and so ill, is better cxpre8se<irby'' 
several other of your poets, and shortly b^ore by 
Mallevillo, 

Male je 89 aiH quel effort elemande cot ouvrage ; 

La grandeur du sujot mo doit dpouvanter ; 

Je trahirais sa gloire au lieu de 1‘augnienter. 

Et ferais k son nom moins d’lionneur quo d’ouirage. 

Delille. That sonnet of Mallevillo is very beau- 
tiful. 

Landor, Particularly in the conclusion: yet 
your critics preferred, to this and every other, one 
which displays Phillis and Aurora and Zephyr and 
Olympus, and in which a most polite apolo^ If 
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offered to tlie Sun. for the atsertion' that the 
brightness of Philliswas as much super ^r to his 
as his was superior d) that of the stars'. They 
who reason so profoundly, seem to argue thus : if 
it required more skill in a tailor to givq a fashion- 
able cut and fresh glossiness to an old court-dress, 
than to make a new one, it require^a better poet 
to refurbish a trite thought than to exhibit an 
original. 

Pans les nobles douceurs d’un stfjour plein dc charmes 

Tu n’es pas moins ht^ros qu*au milieu des alarmea 

In the second line another equivocation ! It ia, 
r perfectly true that he was just as much a hero 
abed and asleep as in battle ; but his heroism was 
chiefly displayed in these nohlo^ douceurs. Pity 
that Boileau has written no ode on his marriage 
with a poor peasant girl, whom he met while he 
was hunting. The Virgin Mary would perhaps 
have been bridemaid, and Apollo would have 
presented the Gospel on which he swore. How 
many of your moat glorious kings would, if they 
had been private men in any free country, or even 
in their own, have been condemned to the pillory 
and the galleys ! 

T)t‘ ton trdno a^^randl poriant netil tout 1e faix. 

This is the favourite metaphor of your poet : he 
ought to have known that kings do not carry the 
burden of thrones, but that thrones carry theirs, 
and that consequently the metaphor here is not 
only inelegant, as usual, but imperfect and mis- 
applied. 

J’amaHse de tes faits le p^'tiiblc volumo. 

Again equivocation ! In turning over the leaves 
to arrive at the Art PoUiqae, my eye rests on 
this verse in the twelfth Epistle ; 

Qui n’eut Janiaig pour dieu que glace . . . 

A strange God enough ! it is not to be wondered 
at if there should be no other in hi.s company : 
but there is : who 1 

. . . et quo froidcur. 

There are follies on which it would be a greater 
folly to remark. Who would b'^ve the courage to 
ask whether there is not coldness where there is 
icel A Latin poet however has written almost 
as ill: 

AIpOH 

Prigidus aerias atque altn cacumina. 

Read the first lines in the “ Art Podtique.” 

Cv«t on vain qu’au P.'irna‘*‘<o un Utniraire auteur 

j PfctiBc dti rart des ver» uttcindre la hauteur. 

Auii'ur answers to hauteur. After this /ashion 
an echo is the most accomplished of rhymers. 

S’il no sent point du ciel I'influence seerdte. 

In that case ho is not temeraire, and the epithet 
is worse than useless. 

Puye* do ces am tears I’abondance atdrile, 

Et ne VOU9 ebargoz point d'un detail inutile. 

The first verse forestalls the second, which is 
flat ; and the three following are worse. 

On le Tempt) qui s'enfuit . . . une horloge d la main. 

He thinks it unreasonable that such an allegory 


BtipuLci De censuren. xime onght to be represented 
with no modem inventfons to designate him. I 
presume M*. Boileauf means the hour-glass by his 
"horloge a la main"; but although we often see 
in prints an allegorical figure of this description, 
nq poet should think that a sufficient reason for 
adopting it, buj rather (if a better were.wanting) 
for its rejection. A hour-glass, iif the hand of ^ 
this mighty and awful power, is hardly less rtdicu 
lous than a yatch and seals. 

Soyez vif et pressd dans vos narrations, 

Soyez riche et pompeuxl^'GMM vos descriptions. 

I know not which to call the worse, lines or 
the advice. But to recommend a man tq be rick 
in anything, is a hint that can not always be taken, 
as we poets know better than most men. 

J*aime mieux Ariostc et scs fables oomiques 

Q.ue ces auteurs toujours froids et m^lancoliques. 

Really ! This he intends as a pis-aller. Ariosto 
is a plagiary, the most so of all poets ; Ariosto is 
negligent ; his plan inartificial, defective, bad : 
but divide the OrUindo into three parts, and take 
the worst of them, and although it may contain 
a large portion of extremely Vile poetry, it will 
contain more of good than the whole Frqorh 
language. M. de Voltaire, like M. Boileau,' spoke 
flippantly and foolishly of Ariosto : he afterward 
gave his reasons for having done it. 

Delille. I do not remember them at present. 
Were they at all satisfactory, or at least ingemcusl 

Landor. They were very good oejs indeed, and 
exactly such as miglit have been expected from 
a critic of his spirit and quickness. 

Delille. Do you recollect the sum of them) 

Landor. He had never read him I To make 
I amends, he took him kindly by the hand, and 
preferred him to Dante. 

Delille. He might have held back there. But 
whe-'pe we have dirted one shoe we may dirt the 
other : it does not cost a farthing more to clean a 
pair than an odd one. When, however, not con- 
tented with making the grasshopper so loud as to 
deafen the vales and m<yintainB, Ariosto makes* 
her deafen the sea and havens, he says rather too 
much on this worst pest of Italy, thisneutraliBer 
of the nightingale. 

col noioso metro 

Fra i densi rami del fronziito stelo 
, Lo valli e i nionti atsorda, e’l mar el ofelo. 

Landor. If he rises too high in one quarter, he 
falls in another too low. He speaks of Card^l 
I Ippolito di Este, 

{ maRnanimo, sublime , 

Gran cardinal della chiesa di Roma I ! 

Since I love Ariosto next ,^.o Boccaccio, 1/i.iii 
sorry at the discovery we have made together, 
that the two greatest personages in his Orlanda 
are a cardinal and a grasshopper. But come along: 
we must go further, and may fare worse. 

Mala auasi pardonnez, si, plein de oe be an sSle^ 

De touB voa pm/ameux obaervateur fldMe^ 

Quelquefoia du bon or je a^pare l6 faux. 

What ^las gold to do, false or sterling, with 
steps, zecd, and observation f And does he meiv 
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to Sfty that there is /aim gM in the Oepa of King ’ He might ha.w ^.whed ]Wth ’em, but he ran 
Louis ? This is surely what ^Qfail^ijvl obserDth | before ’em, • 

would not wish to render/amotw, in the midst of Son gouvemeur, gut se troubu, 

u panegyric. Famemc, I must remark, Ls a very De corps morts, de rocs, de briques. 


&yourite expression with him, and is a very up- 
poetical (me. Poetry is the voice of Fame, and 
^celebj^tes, not what is famorU, but what deserves 
to b^ Of this Bolleau is ignorant. He ubm the 
same epithet at the beginning of the Lutrin. 

£t toi, famem hdros, dout la sage cnlreniise 
Pe ce BCliismo naissant^dbarrassa I'Egllse, 

Viens d’un regard heureux animer tnon projet, 

^ Bt gaQile-toi de rire en si grave sujet. 

The last advice suffocated any nascent faceti- 


Hero, I observe, the editor says, le son de cea 
mots r^pond ce qu 'ils expriment.” Pray, M. 
I’Abbtf, which is the sousud among them that 
resembles the dead bodies 1 
Delille. The odes of Boileau, I confess, are 
inferior to the chorusses of Racine in AtheUie, 

. Landor, Diffuse and feeble paraphrases from 
the Psalms ! The best ode in your language is in 
the form of a sonnet by Gombaud. 


ousness. To animate a project is nonsense. 


La voix qui retentit, <Sec. 


Et de longs traits de/«n lui sortent par les yefux. 

This is jhst as euphonious as the verso, 

Sea dcrits pleins de /eu partout brillent aux yeux. 

Another such is, 

• * 

Pe ses ailes dans Tair seconant la pousai^rs. 

Another no less, 

, Invisible en ce lien 

Je tie pourral done pl«5 ctro vu que de Dieu. 
another, 

lA Xenophon dans^’air henrte contre nn La Serre. 

Here we come to the translation of Sappho’s 
ode, in which all is wrcf^liedly bad after the first 
.stanza. 

* *• • 

Je sens de veiraen veine ime subtilo flanmie 

Oonrir par tout mon corps. 

Je no sQaurais trouver de langue . . . ni de voix. 

Un nuage confm se r6parid sur ma vue, 

Joa^entendspiws . . jc t(J!ibe eii do douccslanguenrs . . 

He had talked about doux transports two lines 
above. 

Bt pftle, sans haleine, interdite kperdut. 

This is contrary to the manner of Sapping as 
pmised by Longinus, and nothing can be more 
diffuse, more tautological, more prosaic. 

You must have remarked, M I’Abbe, that I 
^havefrequently turned over several pages together, 
and that Familiar, as Jon may call fhc, of the 
Holy Office, I never have invested my meagre and 
hollow-eyed delinquent with colours of flame and 
images of devils. Ridicule has fallowed the ves* 
tigos of Truth, but never usiTrifld her place. I 
have said nothing of the original Odes, com- 
miserating their helpless fatuity. Only throw a 
glance over that on the taking of Namur. 

Quelle docic et sainte ivrtiu 
Aujourd’hui me /ait la loi f 

** Dod/t ivresse !” what violent absurdity I 

Et par cent j^uehes horribles 
L*airain sur ces monts terribles. 

J)tx mille vaillans Alcidet. 

C'est Jupiter en personne, 

Ou o^est le vainqueur . . . de Mona ! 

Swu^rOmer, Besanpon, DOle, 
y prh» Maittrioht, et Carabrai ! ! ! 

Accourez, Nassau, Bayi6re . . . 
to do what t 


Racine has stolen many things from Euripides : 
he has spoilt most of them, and injured all. The 
beautiful lines which Lucretius had before him in 
his description of Iphianassa, are thus frenchified ; 

Fine d' Agamemnon, e’est mol qui la premiere 
Vous appellai, Seigneur, de ce doux nom de pire. 

• , 
This reflection ought to come from the father, 

, in Lucretius, not from the daughter. 

The most admired verse of Racine, 

Je Grains Dieu, chcr Abner, Ac. 

I is taken almost literally from Godeau. Cher 
j Abner favours the theft. The line preceding is 
useless, and shows, as innumerable other instances 
do, his custom of making the first /or the second, 
and after it. He has profited much from the 
neglected poets of your country and wants energy 
because he wants originality. You pause, M. 
I’Abbc. 

Ueltlle. I cannot well believe that if Boileau, to 
say nothing of Racine, was a poet so faulty as 
you represent him, he would have escaped the , 
censure of such sound critics and elegant writers 
as Johnson and Warton. 

Landor. And poets too ; the former so power- 
ful that he made the tempests sigh ; 

O’er the sad plains perpetual tempests sigh. 

the latter, that he reduced flame to the tempera- 
ture of new milk. 

How burnt their bosoms with warm patriot flame ’ 
Delille. Well ! what is amiss ? 

Landor. J perceive, my dear Abbe, that you 
slide easily on the c-jiiuptions of our language. 
In fashionable life we say, am veiy vmrmf 
instead of "I am very hot;” the expression 
wrong. Warmth is temperate heat : we never 
say red-warm^ but redrhqt; never burniw^warm, 
but burning-hot ; we use a warming-pan for our 
beds, a healer of red-hot iron for our tea-urns. The 
epithet of warm applied to flame is worse than 
childish : for children speak as they feel ; bad 
poets, from reminiscences and arrangements. 
Johnson had no feeling for poetry; and Warton 
was often led astray by a feverish and weak 
enthusiasm. 


ContUirer . . . approeftw DdiUe. Some of hie observations are very just. 

Louis a tout donnant rome, Landor, Others fre trivial and superficial. 

Handier, eourir avee eux. He seldom demonstrates his objections, or aeoeada 
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fil I .A 

to the sources of admiration. .T^linson ' nail for tlic commodity. The dogmas^ like voM 
practised in both ; Ifomctimea going w^ong from place j f?ervc any ^master and run to any quarter, 

an obliquity in his view ol poetry, rarely from his Even when new, tliey nevertheless are miserably 
ratiocination. Neither of them saw tjie falsity of flat and idle: how different from the striking 
Pope’s inference at the commencement of the sentences employed unsparingly by Pindar, which 
Eesay on Man. ^ f^ways come recommended by some ^propriate 

“ Let US, nince life can little more auppiy omament. V ir^il aii-J. Ovid havc intersperse^ thexq 

Than juBt to look aninnd us and to die, with equal felicity. The dialogue of Euripides is 

Expatiate free o’er all this maze of man.” sometimes dull and heavy; the construction of 

If human life is bo extremely -contracted, there his fable inhrm and inartificial ; and in the chorus 
is little encouragement to expatiate in all its I can not but exclaim « 
maze, and little power to expatiate freely, which There be two Hichards m the field to day. 


can only mean leisurely, for freedom of will or 
purpose is not in question. 

Delille. Johnson may not have been quite so 
learned as some whose celebrity is less ; for I 
believe that London is worse furnished with 
public libraries of easy access than any city in 
Europe, not excepting Constandnople ; and his 
private one, from his contracted circumstances, 
must have been scanty. 

Landor. He was studious; but ncifhei^his 
weak eyes nor many other infirmities, on which a 
severe mental disquietude worked incessantly, 
would allow him all the reading he coveted 
beside, he was both too poor and too wise to 
collect a large body of authors. 

Delille. Ignorant men are often more ambitious 
than the learned of copious libraries and curious 
books, as the blind are fonder of sunshine than 
the sighted. Surely the judgment of Johnson 
was correct, the style elegant. 

Landor. I have spoken of his judgment in 
poetry. In regard to elegance of style, it appears 
to me that a sentence of Johnson is like that 
article of dress which your nation has lately made 
peace with; divided into two parts, equal in 
length, breadth, and substance, with a protuberance 
before and behind. Warton’s Essay on Pope is a 
cabinet of curiosities, in which are many trifles 
worth looking at, nothing to carry about or use. 

Delille. That llacine and Boileau were great 
borrowers is undeniable. 

LaiMr. And equally tliat they were in the 
habit of paying a small portion of the de]>t. 

Delille,. Even your immortal Shaksj)care bor- 
rowed from others. 

Landor. Yet he w'as more original than the i 
originals. Tic breathed upon dead bodies and | 
brought them into life. 

j,.. DdiUe. 1 think however 1 can trace Caliban, 
ifijit wonderful creat ure, when I survey attentively 
the Cyclops of Euripides. 

Landor, He knew nothing of Euripides or his 
Cyclops. That poet, where he is irregular, is 
groat; and he presents more shades and pecu- 
liarities of character than all other poets of 
antiquity put together. Yet in several scenes he 
appears to have written principally for the pur- 
pose of inculcating his political and moral axioms: 
almost every character introduces llicm, and in 
almost every place. There is a regular l)arler of 
verse for verse ; no credit ii| given for a proverb, 
however threadbare \ the exchange is paid on the 


Aristophanes, who ridicules him in his Comedfes 
treats him disdainfully as the competitor oi 
Sophocles, and speaks probably the sense of the 
Athenians in the meridian of their literature. If 
however he was not considered by them as the 
equal of Sophocles in dramatic power, or in the 
continuous train of poetical expression, yet sen- 
sible men in all ages will respect '■him, and the 
more because »they fancy they discover in him 
greater wisdom than others havc discovered : for 
while many things in his traf^difes arc direct, and 
many proverbial, others are allusive and va^e, 
occurring in various states of mind and te:JI|jerar 
tures of feeling. There is Ik-tlc of the theatrical 
in his works ; and his cliaracters are more anxious 
to show their imderstamiing than their sufferings. 

Euripides came down farther intp commoi^lifil 
than Sophocles, and he farther doyn than.^schy- 
lus : one would have expected the reverse. But 
the marvellous had carried .^schylus from the 
earth, and he filled with Bght tlie whole region in 
which he rested. The femperate greatness and , 
pure eloquence, of Pericles formed the moral con- 
stitutiou of Sophocles, who had exorcised with 
h?m a principal magistracy in the republic ; and 
th§ demon of Socrates, not always iinimportunate, 
followed Euripides from the school to the theatre. 
The decencies of the boudoir were unknown tc, 
him : he would have shocked your chambermaids, 
Talthybius calls Polyxena a calf; her mother i'.tifi 
done the same ; and Tlcrcules, in A Iceetis, is drunk. 

Delille. This is horrible, if true. Virgil (to 
venture nothing further about Racine), Virgil if 
greatly more judicious in his Dido. 

Landor. The* passion of Dido is always true to 
Nature. Other ivomen havc called their lovers 
cruel : she calls ASneas so, not chiefly for betray- 
ing and deserting her, but for hazarding his life 
by encountering the tempests of a wiiitry sea. 

Even if it were not to foreign landB and unknown habi- 
tations that you were hantening, even if Troy were yet in 
existence and you were destined thither, wotildyou 
a season like this ? would you navigate a sea of which you 
are ignorant, under the stars of winter ? 

I must repeat the lines, for the sake of pro- 
posing an improvement. 

Qulnetiam itybernu nioliris uiderc classem, 

Et niediia properan aquilonibtts ire per altum. 

Crude) is ! quod si non nrva aliena domosque 
Ignotus peteres, et Troja antiqua roaneret, 

Tro;^ per undomm petcretur classibus equor t 

If hvbernum were substituted for undosuTn, 
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icomparably more beautyiil would the sentence 
e for this energetic repetition ! ' • 

Ddille. Adjectives ending* with osm express 
bnndance and intensity to such a degree, that 
ome learned men derive the termination &om 
dit the most potent and universal of feelings. * 
L<mior* If. it be so, fwmmsmy •jocoaue, nemo- 
oeusyalmlosus, sabvloem, Ac., must have been a 
iter orood. 

Urtdomm, with all its force, would*be far from 
11 equivalent for hyhemvigh, even if the latter held 
no fresh importance from apposition. 

•My admiration of the author of the jErveid, as 
you seef is not inferior to yourg : but I doubt 
whether he has displayed on the whole such poeti- 
cal powers as the author of Alcesiisy who excels 
in variety and peculiarity of character all the 
ancient poets. He has invented, it is true, nothing 
so stupendous nor so awful as the Prometheus : 
but who hasi* The Satan of Milton himself sinks 
below it ; for Satan, if he sometimes appears with 
the gloomy grandeur of a fallen Ahgel, and some- 
times as the antagi^nist of Omnipotence, is often 
a thing to be thrown out of the way, among the 
Yo^Mlipd foolscaps of the nursery. 

Virgil is not so vigorous as Lucretius, so 
elegant and ^ccful as Catullus, so imaginative 
and diversified as Ovid. All their powers united 
could not have compo8e<f the JEneld ; but in the 
^JEneid there lb nothing so epic as the contest of 
Ulysses and .flax in the Metamorpimes, This, 
in my opinion, is tho most wonderful thing in the 
whole range of Latin poetry ; for it unites (what 
appears incompatible) tifo pieces of pleading never 
• excelled by Roman or Athenian orator with ex- 


Delille. I see the reason : he rhymes. 

Landor. He falls oftenerfinto this fault than 
any other of the ancients. I would, however, that 
the four lines were omitted, not only for this but 
for differedt reasons. First, after winning his 
auditors by his modesty, he speaks too much and 
too directly of his courage and sagacity : secondly, 
and chiefiy, in mentioning^he gods ho had taken 
from the enemy, he weakens the effect. Enough 
was said and done already, by holding out the 
Palladium, and crying Iluic date. By this pause 
ho had attained sublimity. There are rhymes, 
perhaps not unintentional, in Lucretius and in 
V irgil. Similar sounds at stated distances, although 
they offend us in tho terminations of Greek and 
Latin verse, occur with admirable power in the 
most impassioned sentences of Demosthenes and 
Cicero. 

Delille. Surely you would never set up Ovid for 
the imitation or improvement of our young poets 
in preference to Virgil. 

Landor. Quite the contrary. I wish Virgil, in 
particular, were followed by our juvenile sweepers 
of ^the Haram : he might be without diminution 
of their grace or strength : indeed he has been 
once, in the riddle 

DicquibtiR in terrin (et eris mihi inagnus Apollo) 

Tres patcat call spatium non ampliuB ulnas. 

The family of Coelius, you know, was of Verona, 
and occasionally, it is probable, a visitant of 
Mantua. Ho upon whose tomb the ingenuity of 
Menalcas was about to be exercised, is perhaps 
the same to whom, fifteen years before, Catullus 
addressed two of his lighter compositions. Kow, 
Abbe, 


quiaitely discriminated characters and unparalleled 
heroic composition. The Iliad itself ha# nothing 
in the conterUional so interesting or so animated, 
lyhen Ajax hath ended, who can doubt of® his 
having gained the cause 1 Ulysses rises, slowly, 
modestly ; and our enthusiasm subsides just suffi- 
ciently to allow him a patient hearing. By degrees 
he engages, moves, and «lmost convinces us. At 
last, when we hesitate and waver, he displays tho 
Palladium before us : and we arc gained by that 
which gained the city, by that which terminates 
our tolls, by that which restcre» to us our coun- 
try and our home. 

Delille, Ah I you fancy yourself among them. 
You should have been there. 

Landon I was ; I arn ; I have been often, and 
shall be often yet. Let mo escape for a moment 
from the soapsuds of the Seine and plunge into 
th(LScamander. 

DeliUe, There rfte fine speeches, and speeches 
as long sustained, on our stage. 

Dandor. So much the worse. But in those 
four hundred lines (such T think is about the 
quantity) four should be omitted. 

Delille. "Which are they! 

Landor. 

Perque decs oro quos host! nuper aderni. 

Per si quid euperest, si quid sapi enter 

8i quid adhuo audax ex procipitique petendum, 

81 Ttoi)e/atis aliquid rcbtarc jmtatis. 


Know you tho land, 

Ive* 

And tho voice of the nightingale never is mute ? 

Delille. Out upon it ! 1 have it : a grocer’s shop 
kept by one Nightingale. It cannot be other 
wise ; for olives and citrons in their natural stab 
are ugly enough, but preserved and pickled tbej 
fairly beat almonds, raisins, figs, pisiachios, and 
prunes. • 

Landor. 1 have heard the paradox that tho 
author intended no enigma. 

Delille. His enemies and rivals may assert it. 

Landor. They flcclare that he really means 
Turkey. 

Delille. II a 1 ha ! ha ! spiteful rogues I If ii 
were indeed not a man’s house, but a regloj^^^ 
the earth, it must be one where there is no pcacb 
apricot, plum, raspberry, strawberry, cranberry, 
cherry, grape, currant, or crab; and I conceive 
that in such a situation there can hardly be citron 
or olive. The nightingale sings for a shorter 
season than any other bird : his song continues 
few weeks ; and there is something in it like tho 
happiness of man before the Fall : vivid and 
exuberant, but melancholy from its solitude, and 
from tho shades that we perceive are closing on it. 

Landor. You have earned your release from 
doubt. Whatever was the poet’s first intention, 
he himself now declares that he ‘has no concent 
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In Nightingale’s shpp, that Iub idea is not bor- 
rowed from Virgil, \nd that the land/ upon his 
Giith, 

Is the clime of tlie Kaat, ifi the land of the Sun. 

JDdiUe, Pray which ? A pleasant release from 
doubt 1 a release like a push given by a jailor to 
his prisoner in the cell, with a cry^of Oet ovt, you 
rogue ! as he turns the key upon him. 

Landor. We may observe that really 

The voice of tho nightingale never is mute. 

Delille, 0 yes, surely. I am supported by 
Buifon. 

Landor. Songs may be mute ; for songs may 
exist unsung ; but voices exist only while they 
sound. In the same poem 1 find that 

“ If aught his lips essay’d to groan, 

The rushing billows choked the tone." 

They need not take the trouble : I will answer 
for lips doing no hann in the way of groaning, 
let them csmiy it as long as they list. 

We have in England, at the present time, many 
poets far above what was formerly thought me'dio- 
crity; but our national taste begins to require 
excitement. Our poems must contain strong 
things : we call for essences, not for flowers : wo 
run across from the old grove and soft meadow, 
into the ruined abbey, the Albanian fortress, and 
the Sultan’s garden : we cut down our oaks and 
plant cypresses : wc reprove our children for not 
calling a rose a gut : wc kick the first shepherd 
we meet, and shake hands with the first cut- 
throat : we are resolved to excite tears, but we 
conjure them forth at the point of tho dagger : 
and, if they come slower than we wish, we bully 
and blaspheme. 

Nothing is easier than to catch the air of ori- 
ginality now blowing^: do not wonder that it 
pleases the generality. You and I perhaps have 
stopped, like the children and tlie servants, to 
look at a fine transparency on a staircase, while 
many who call themselves professors have passed 
a Raphael by, and have never noticed it. Let us 
censure no one for being easily pleased, but let m 
do the bfist we can. Whenever 1 find a critic or 
siitirist vehement against the writers of his age 
and country, I attribute more of his inspiration to 
vanity than to malignity, much as I may observe 
of this. N 0 good vTitcr was ever long neglected ; 
no great man overlooked by men equally great. 
Impatience is a proof of inferior strength, and a 
^.destroyer of what little there may be. Whether, 
tKifik y(ui, would Shakspeare be amused or mor- 
tified, fcf he were sitting in tlio pit during the 
performance of his best tragedy, and heard no 
other exclamation from one beside him, than, 
'‘How beautifully those scenes arc painted ! what 
palaces, waieriiills, and rocks!” 

Delille. 1 wish he were more dramatic. 

Landor. You would say, more observant of 
certain niles established for one species of the 
drama. Never was poet so dramatic, so intelli- 
gent of stage-eflfect. I do not defend his anachro- 
nisms, nor his confusion of modern customs with 
anoloni ; nor do 1 willingly join him when I find 


Aim with Hector and A^tristoteles, ^ 

<ainong knights, esquires, and fiddlers. But ont 
audiences and ouf princes in those days were 
resolved that all countries and all ages should be 
subservient at onc6| and perceived no incongruity 
ill bringing them together. 

Delille, Yefrwhail argument ca^i ifimoye the 
objection made against your poet, of introducing 
those who in the first act are children, and ^own- 
up men in Yhe last ? 

Landor. Such a draipa I would not call by the 
name of tragedy : neveHheless it is a drama ; and 
a very beautiful species of it. Delightful in khe 
first degree are those pieces of history , in verse 
and action, as managed by Shakspeare. 

Delille. We must contend against them: we 
must resist all barbarous inroads on classic ground^ 
all innevations and Abuses. 

Landor. You fight against your own positions. 
Such a work is to Tragedy what a, forest is to a 
garden. Those alone are wrong who persist in 
calling it a gartlen rather than a forest ; who find 
oaks instead of tulips ; who Ipok about the hills 
and dales, the rocks and precipices, the groves 
and waterfalls, for flues and balusters and 
an<l smooth marble steps, and shepherdesses in 
hoops and satin. There afe some who think 
these things as unnatural as that children should 
grow into men, and thaf we should live to see it* 

Delille. Live to see it 1 but in on^ day or night 1' 

Land.or. The same events pass before us within 
the same space of time whenever we look into 
history. 

Ddille. Ay, but here they act. 

Landor. So they do there, unless the history 
is an English one. And indeed the histories of 
our country read by Shakspeare held human 
life within them. When wc are interested in the 
boy, wc spring forward to the man, with more 
than a poet’s velocity. We would interrogate tile 
oracles ; wc would measure tho thread around. 
the distaff of the Fates ; yet we quarrel with him 
who knows and tells us fll. 

Gloiy' to thee in the highest, thou confidant 
of our Creator ! who alone hast taught us in every 
particle of the mind how wonderfully and fear- 
fully we are made. . 

Delille. Voltaire was indeed too severe upon 
him. 

Landor. Severe 1 Is it severity to throw a crab 
or a pincushion at the Famese Hercples or the 
Belvedere Apollo ? It is folly, perverseness, and 
impudence, in poets and critics like Voltaire, 
whose best composition in verse is a hard mosaie^ 
sparkling and superficial, of ssquares and pWb 
lelograms, one speck each. He, whose poems are 
worth all that have been composed from the 
Creation to the present hour, was so negligent or 
so secure of fame as to preserve no copy of them. 
Homer and he confided to the hearts of men the ‘ 
treasures of their genius, which wore, like con- 
science, unengraved words, A want of sedulity, 
at least *50 claiming tho property of thoughts, is 
not among tb» ^eficiences of our modem po^ 
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Some tmveller, a UttleVhiJe ago, was so witty aJ I or a sin/rk sentiment, such asj find in fifty of his 
bo Tenice Borne, not indeed the <Bome of pages. 


bhd Tiber, but the Borne of thelsea. A poet, warm 
(rtth keeping up the ball frem gazette to gazette, 
runs instantly to tb^ printers, out of breath at so 
l^loxious an opportunity of perpetuating his fame,* 
ind declares ^o all Europe 4bat he had called 
iTenice^Bome the year before. We now perceive, 
but too late for the laurel which they merited, 
what prodigious poets were your Marat* and Bona- 
parte and Bobespierre, wi^x whom England one 
day was Tfjre, another day Carthage, and Paris 
tb% Borne M the Seine. 

DeliUe/t The most absurd imitation of antiquity 
I can remember anywhere, is in Stay’s Modem 
Philosophy.* He had found in Virgil the j^ouths 
and maidens* carried on their biers before the 
faces of their parents; and he makes those of 
England hang ihewselvea before them. He was 
unaware that tjie parents might cut them down, 
or that the young people could think it likely. 

Bt^o, quee Jubeant predura incommoda, vitam 
Bxsolvunt letbo ; ngn ferrum in viacera condunt. 

Sen ee preoipites in Jlutneth In trquora mittunt, 

6eu potiua laqueo Innexo suspendere gaudent 
BCwsanibus per$tKpe auis ante ora parentum. 

Lib. m. 

Landar, We have wandered (and conversation 
would be tedious unless Tje did occasionally) far 
m the subject : but I have not forgotten our 
cl9pa and Caliban. The character of the Cyclops 
is somewhat broad and general, but wprthy of 
Euripides, and such as the greatest of Boman 
poets was incapable of conceiving ; that of Caliban 
is peculiar and stands single ; it is admirably ima- 
gined and equally well sustained. Another poet 
would have shown him spiteful ; Slfakspea^-e has 
made the infringement of his idleness the origiit 
of his malice. He has also made him gratefu^; 
but. then his gratitude is the return for an in- 
dulgence granted to his evil appetites. Those who 
by nature are grateful are often by nature vindic- 
tive : one of these properties is the sense of kind- 
ness, the other of unkindiftss. Beligion sAid com- 
fort require that the one should be cherished and 
that the other should be suppressed. The mere 
conception of the monster without these qualities, 
without the sudden impression 'vfhi^h bring them 
vividly out, and the circumstances in which they 
are displayed, would not be to considerate minds 
BO stupendous as it appeared to Warton, who little 
knew that there is a nil adsnirari as requisite to 
wisdom as to happiness. 

DeliUe, And yet how enthusiastic is your ad- 
miration of Shakspeare. 

Lemdor. * 

He lighted with his golden lamp on high 
The unknown regions of the human heart, 

Showed Ite bright fotmtslns, show’d its rueful wastes. 

Its shoals and headlands ; and a tower he rais’d 
Refulgent, whore eternal breakers roll, 

For all to see, but no man to approach. 

The creation of Caliban, wonderful as it is, would 
excite in me less admiration than a single sentence, 

* Finiaed, and perhaps read, by Coleridge. 


No new liction oi asupemaiurai oemg exists in 
poetry. Hurd traces the genealogy of the Faeries, 
and fancied* he made a discovery: the Sylphs 
have only another name. Witches and wizards 
and giants, apparently powerful agents, generally 
prove the imbecility of the 'Outhor who has any- 
thing to do with them. Dragons and demons 
awaken our childish fancies, some of which re- 
main with us to the last. Dreams perhaps gene- 
rated them, superstition presented them with 
names and attributes, and the poet brings them 
forth into action. 

Take your Boileau. Some morning, when we 
are both of us quite at leisure, I will engage (if I 
have not done it already) to make out a ftill hun- 
dred of puerilities in your grave, concise, elegant 
poet. At present I have nothing more to say, 
than that he never elevates the mind, he never 
warms or agitates the heart, he inspires no mag- 
nanimity, no generosity, no tenderness. What 
then is he worth 1 A smile from Louis. 

Delille. There are excellences, my friend, in 
Boileau, of which you cannot judge so correctly as 
a native can : for instance his versification. 

Landor. T would not creep into the secrets of a 
versification upon which even you, M. Delille, 
can ring no change.s ; a machine which must be 
regularly wound up at every six syllables, and the 
construction of which is less artificial than that of 
a cuckoo-clock. The greater part, of the -heroic 
verses in your language may be read with more 
facility as anapestic thad as iambic : there is not 
a syllable which may not become cither short or 
long, however it usually be pronounced in con- 
I versation. The secret of conciseness I know and 
I will communicate to you, so that you may attain 
it in the same iiiannor and with the same facility 
as Boileau and Voltaire have done. 

Delille. Indeed it costs mo infinite pains, and I 
I almost suspect that I have sometimes failed. 

I Landor. Well then, in future you may be 
master of it without any pains at^ all. Lo what 
they did. Throw away the little links and hinges, 
the little cramps and dovetails, which lay upon 
the tables of Homer and of Virgil, which were 
adjusted with equal nicety by Cicero, Plato, and 
Demosthenes, and w ere not overlooked by Bossuet 
and Pascal ; then dock the tail of your commas, 
and behold a period ! 

The Prencli arc convinced that rU poetry, to be quite 
perfect, muHt l>e theirs or like it, and remark the ^liga- 
tions that Milton lay under to the Abbd Delille. and 
ShakBi)eare to Voltaire. Next in vanity, is the declaration 
of a writer on heraldry, that Raphael, Correggio, and 
I Leonardo, were incapable of painting a jA5urcfef}>, and that 
I none hut a Frenchman by birth and courage could arrive 
at this summit of glory, 

** J’estime qu’il est fort difBioile, de bien fslre et representor 
une fleur de Hs mignonnement troues^Ot qui n'est peiutre 
excellent et Fran 9 ais de nation et de courage: car un 
Allemand, un Anglais, Espagnol, et Italien, n’en 89 auront 
venirAson htmneur, pour la bien proportionnor.”— 
d'Nonneur par Fauyn, b. 2. c. 6. p. 185. 

What is called a fleur de lis is in fact a spear-hasiA* 
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f'liifflet wrote h trentue to provo that it wtiftafj/'t JoaaneM j it being indigenous, its/'oot very fragrant* and uaed il^ 
Ferrandus AniciensisV-ompoKitd .m Kpinich^^ 70*0 flftvouringii wine. We call it orm, corruptly. 

It is wonderful tlmt pHidtora of siii'li eouruge left any The good AbbtS Ptlille entertained a high esteem fof 
doubt* whether what they hud drawn so accurately were Milton, but felt that Adam and Eve, Michael send Satan, 
a flower, a spear-licnd, or a bw. before tjjiia controversy could not be mignonnemhti iroussit unless by the hand of 
the FlorentineH used the iris as the symbol of their city, a Parisian. 


TFTE EMPP:rOK ALEXANDER AND CAPO D’ISTRIA. 


Capo d'J strut. Your Majesty now perceivcg the 
benefits of the Holy Alliance, and may remember 
my enumeration of them. Here is a fact for ev<;r3'^ 
word. The Holy Allies can not retract : they have 
admitted tlic principle : they have gone to work 
upon it. Austria possesses Italy : turbulence in 
adjacent states may he repressed by invasion: 
there is not a monarch in Europe who denies it : 
not one who, whatever his fears, whatever his 
imprudence maybe, will oppose by action or word 
your long-meditated conquest of the Turkish 
empire. 

Alexayider. Capo d’Istria, you are a Greek*, and 
would engage me, prepared or unprepared, in war, 
for the defence of your native country. 

Capo d'J stria. Pardon me, my Emperor! !i 
Greek, it is true, I am, but you will find me not 
precipitate. The country of a statesman is the 
council-board of his prince. Let the pack hark 
in the kennel ; the shepherd-dog sleeps upon the 
wallet of his master. 

A lexander. 1 have never j^et caught you running 
into vagaries and extravagancies, such as even the 
learned and wise sometimes allow to themsolvch, 
in their frowardne-ss and Varm blood. Nothing is ' 
idler, nothing is more directly in opposition to the | 
actual state of things happily re-estahlished in | 
Europe, nothing is attended by worse consequences, j 
thMi tf) mention the ancient republics as models of ! 
good government, or their primary citizens as great 
men. I have agreed with my allies to banish or 
imprison the professors who in future shall do it ; 
and I hope by degrees to introduce a general law | 
(for Europe must be governed on one system) under 
theenafiiment pf which law, whoever is found guilty 
of printing or possessing any book, modern or 
ancient, containing such doctrines, shall be shut up 
in a fortress, or sent to join the aniiies on the fron- 
tier. Reason with yourself now : in such govern- 
ments what should you or 1 be] W ell may youbow' ; 
it is not to me. but to truth and conviction. Eng- 1 
land calls herself the mistress of letters, of liberty, 
'hr arts ; autl indeed she possesses more than 
of wh:'vt exist on our portion of the globe. In rela- 
tion to her I will not talk of yon or me; but 
suppose her to have produced the personages her 
unwary youth are ever prone to admire and 
applaud. According to her laws and usages, 
Brutus would have been hanged at Newgate; 
Cato buried with a stake through bis body in the 
high-road ; Cicero transported to Botany Bay ; 
Phocion, instead of being called upon to serve his 
country some forty or fifty times, would have lost 
his election in any borough of the three kingdoms; 
and Aristidea would not have been thought worth 


; the oystei^-shell on which his name was to be writ* 

I ten in order to banish#him. 

1 am nauseated with this dust which people stir 
up about antiquity. Come, give me y6hr opinion, 
supposing war inevitable. • 

Capo d’lstria. First then, if war is inevitable, I 
must publish in the journals, on the testimony of 
merchants and bankers, that the dififerences are 
accommodated. The violence and pride of the 
Turkish character will indeed at last break oflf 
accommodation.* Your good allies, at 3 ’’our earnest 
j entreaty, will zealously interfere, to avoid the 
effusion of hlhod : you must request their advice 
how to avert this tremendous evil : you must weep^ 
I over the decrepit fathers of families, the virtuous 
wives, the innocent children, the priest^*j»i<^ Hie 
altar, with God in their mouths, weltering in their 
! gore. 

Alexander. To avoid remonstrance on Greece, 
I will now further tell* you my reasons for what 
.von think forbearance. It has deen agreeift pfi- 
vately among my brother rulers,*that each, in the 
desire of peace and holiness, shall invade his weak- 
est neighbour, in a friendly and family way : first 
however protesting in A'e name of the Holy and 
Indivisible Trinity*, that his armies on the frontier 
had never siufh an object or idea as invasion, and 
ihall c&rry into execution these salutary plans, in 
all simplicity and sincerity, whenever he judges it 
convenient. It has beside been declared to me 
as the opinion of them all, that Turkey is not yet 
sufficiently despotic ; that the Janissaries are but 
Jacobins in loose trow.sers, and that the violence 
I they ofNjn commit on- the Sublimity of their 
j Emperor, is of dangerous example. We deem it 
I requisite to insure our inviolability^, and to execute 
what our good pleasure prompts us, not only with- 
! out a stmggle^-bvt without a murmur, 
j Capo d'Istria. The worst part of their institu- 
j tions and usages, is the misapplication of the bow- 
string, which sometimes gives an awkward twang 
across the neck of a vizier, and, just /he contrary 
of what one would suppose, is always the most 
terrible when it happens to have no arrow to work 
upon. 

Alexander. Another thin^. Do not you know 
that the liberation of Greece, if this liberation 
failed to make them my vassals, would be greatly 
and almost solely to the benefit of England? Be 
cautious: be silent: the Ministers of England have 
at present no such suspicion. If they had, they 
would fit out a cutter, and: perhaps five-and-twenty 
marines ; a force more than proportionate to that 

* This happened three years after* 
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which they directed Coiistaiitinni»lc iii the i ivarrison. TJioy saw the wall^ aucl turned back; 

late war; and this they would be the better disr^ although bewails, on the sit'Jb where they landed, 
posed to do, as it would authorfte them in the eyes were incapable of sustaining one discharge of 
of Parliament and of the nation, to appoint a artillery, and the garrison consisted of half a 


commissariat of t* ii or fifteen, and about the same 
. number of commissioners, so that every membef 
of the Cabiliet^might have a now atppointment at 
Ills disposal, with a comfortable half-pay for life 
after one month’s service. 

Capo d'Istria. Sire, not only England, but the 
potentates of France, Spain, Portugal, Germany, 
and Italy, should in sound policy desire the form- 
ation of republics in Greece; considering that 
country ^f which they know nothing belter) as a 
mere drain, whereby the ill humours of their , 
subjects may be carried off. It should serve them j 
as a warehoufie of exportatiou for all those whose 
opinions are dangerous; just as America is to 
England. It is nearer at hand, may be reached at 
less expense, ryid there is this further advanUigc, 
that if they should publish their opinions, neither 
the princes nor their subjects can rfiad them : the 
. former then cannot offended, nor the latter led 
astray. 

• How will France, England, Sweden, 

act upon this occasion 1 

Capo d^lBtria. YoiTr Majesty must know that 
England is not in a condition to equip twenty 
tnousand troops, and tbUt the mainieiianco of 
tfliclw a force fii the field would cost her more 
than a hundred*thousaiid would cost Kussia. Her 
last year’s expenses in the contest with France 
were triple the expenses of h’ussia in all the cam- 
paigns of Peter the Gr^it; and her march to 
•Paris cost more than the building of Petersburg. 
If her Ministers had ever been meu«of calculation, 
which they should have been above others ffom t||e 
habits and wants of their country, they would 
have avoided, as Walpole did, nearly all continental 
wars, and would have been contented to throw in 
a military and monied force, there only where its 
weight and celerity must turn the balance. The 
folly of others is as usef#! to us as our*own wis- 
dom would l)e without it. 

Alexavd^. England is a brilliant performer, 
but bad timist. 

Capo distria. Employmenti yi England arc 
properties holdcn under certain families; and 
victories and conquests arc secondary objects in 
her wars. Against the most consummate gene- 
rals and th^ most enthusiastic troops in Eiiro])c, 
was despatched an inexperienced young Prince, in 
whom the soldiers having no confidence, lost that 
which personal courage and national pride had 
implJntod in them.* Every new disgrace and dis- 
aster was a new reason for employing him : ex- 
pedition followed expedition, defeat followed 
defeat. On another occasion, republicans were 
taken out of the prisons, and brigaded with roy- 
alists, to fight for the Ring of France. They 
landed on the shores of their country, and slew 
their comrades. Afterward the city of Ferrol 
was to be attacked : neither the General Aor any I 
person under him know its fortifications or ital 


regiment; knd although the city of Corunna, 
seven miles distant, is commanded by the hills 
above it, with walls even more feeble and a gar- 
rison more defective, and Dfl%hi have been taken 
at the same time by the same forces : an attack 
by sea would be hopeless. Biienos-Ayres was 
assaulted by the bayonet, without a grain of 
pnwder ; a stone built city, the doors strongly 
chained across, the windows thickly grated. Tin 
condition of Antwerp was unexplored when an 
attack was io be made against it ; nay, the English 
Ministers had never heard that the island of 
Walcheren was unhealthy ; by which ignorance 
they lost three thousand men. 

The Duke of Wellington himself, then untitled, 
was superseded by two Generals, one affer the 
other, at the moment when he had gained the 
most arduous of his victories. Nelson’s brave 
heart was almost broken by persevering injustice 
and by insolent neglect. He returned, like an- 
\)thcr BcUero])hon,frora unexpected and imdesired 
success. Constantinople, which never contains 
fewer than* forty thousand fighting men, was to 
be assailed by four thousand English ; a number 
not sufficient to garrison the Seraglio, as your 
Majesty will find next October. 

The Ministers of England have squandered 
away the resources of their country among their 
supporters and dependants ; the people are worn 
down with taxes, and hUrdly anytliing short of an 
invasion could rouse them again to war. Beside, 
in a time of discontent it is dangerous to collect 
together so large an army as would be sufficient 
for any important purpose. A declining nation, 
it appears to me, must fall before it can recover 
its strength ; as a ball must strike the earth be- 
fore it can re])Ound. 

Ah',mvder. But look away from England to 
the Continent . 

Capo (VJsiria. The armies theje have not yet 
done what they are destined to do. Pertinacity 
among rulers, in making them the instruments of 
their ambilioii, has made them the arbiters of 
their late. I would not wpodv so clearly, if I were 
not convinced that your Majesty will find full 
occupation for yours. Soldiers can never stand 
idle long together : they must turn into citizeii.s 
or into rebels.* The Janissaries are only a 
lotion of the Pretorian-guards. «%. 

Ale:.van(ler. This seems true : and certain I am 
that England is little formidable to me just now. 

Capo dhtria. Strike the blow, and she will he 
less. If she attack you, let her attack you iu 
possession of Turkey, not in writing a declaration 
of war. Threaten her with exclusion for twenty 
years from your ports, if she moves. 

Alexander. Her high spirit would not brook 
this language. 

* This was written in 1823, printed in 1824 : the cventi 
of 1825ooniinned it. 
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Capodhtria. lie. mu8t ri^c and fall | yon take possession, , as propose to 

with her condUioi..\ She hns tlirown iier enemy ^ California, and the coasts to the north of mt 
npon the ground, but he will rise up first. In a province, by consfint of the Spanish King, then 
time of the greatest plenty, England removes indeed may she have reason to tremble all the 
tax upon malt, to the advantage of the brewer [present century for her dominions in Hindostan. 
only. She will proceed in conciliating first one The conquest of them you will always find impi^ 
trade, then another, until she sacrifices her sink- ticablc from tho firde of Tartaiy, thlbu^ which 
inff'fund, which ought to bo sacred as the debt Bonaparte, in the crassitude of nis ignorance, 
itself. It should never have been diminished : on fancied a road was to be opened. If the Americans 
the contrary it shduld have been augmented, and Englfah permit your Majesty to occupy as 
with whatever could have been curtailed from much of the America^j shore as you, by your im- 
unnecessaiy and ostentatious offices. Yet Icon- perialt^^cwc,lay claim to, you become the arbitrator 
fess I do indeed entertain some fears on the*part of in the first dispute between them, and’^posses^^e 
England. commerce that should belong to both. lam afraid 

Alexander. All at once ! that, instead of this, another kind of Holy Alliance 

Capo d'Idria. Yes, Sire ! I am afraid that even may be formed against you; and that Amerioa*, 
a short delay may give her time to turn herself Sweden, England, Austria, rrusBia,rmay discover 
and open her eyes. It is her interest that we do the necessity of putting a stop to your career : nor 
not interfere in the affairs of Greece : it is her would it be surprising if, after some future and 
interest to watch over them, brood over them, not distant war, Odessa should the capital of 
and foster them secretly into full maturity. If an independent and rich kingdom, standing up 
she thinks wisely, or thinks at all, she will con- erect between you and Turkey, and bounded by 
sider the minor constitutional governments and the Danube and the Sea of A^of. Take whUe you 
tho secondary maritime powers not merely as can, and whai. you can. England may not always 
members, but as vital parts of herself. By the be the dupe of a Minister whom the lu^^tOf^a 
provisions of the Holy Alliance, Russia has ob- diamond brings down from his highest fiight, and 
tained the same power and the same right of a snuff-box shuts up for youi^ pocket. Make haste, 
interfering in the political affairs of Europe, as Sire! acknowledge the liberty of Greece . . and 
she obtained by her victories over the Turks in crush it, 

those of Servia, Moldavia, and Wallachia. Your Alexander. I had begun to ddubtof youriiVi- 
Majesty has wiped away with the soft part of the cerity, my faithful friend, and almost to question 
pen what the British Minister thought he had the soundness of your politics. In our menacing 
written indelibly in the treaty of Vienna. the Turkish empire, the interference of France is 

Alexander. I shall ccftainly make some de- much to be apprehend^; do not you think so, 
monstrations, on the side both of Greece and of Capo dlstria I 

Spain. The English, I hope, may be intimidated. Capo dlstna. The good King of France is 
If they should assist South America, my views of qpcupifcd in rocking to sleep the martial spirit of 
commerce in that quarter will be clouded, and his children, as he calls them. The better part of 
those of conquest utterly shut out. his army is favourable to the cause of Greece ; and 

Capo d' I stria. England looks so long at an the Spartan fife is pitched to the carmagnole, 
object that her eyes grow dim upon it.^ What she France wants colonies ; England has too many. To 
most should deprecate she must at last expect ; a England the most successful war is, on this account, 
violent and long conflict with her liberated pro- more disastrous than to her defeated adversaiy ; 
vinccB. ' Tho best, the only allies she could concili- her conquests are the worst of evils to her colonies, 
ate are the rising states of the south ; she should be and the destruction of another’s commerce is a 
the first to help them in their distress, the most violent shock to hers. Cyprus, or Egypt prefer- 
assiduous to strengthen them in their growth. ably, would ipbrndantly compensate France : 
Alexander. I must prevent this. cither would accelerate the decadence of her rival, 

Capo d'Idria. Alas ! Sire, you could as easily or at least increase her distresses. France will be 
prevent it from another planet. At present you persuaded by England to make some fbeble re- 
^ arc among the least formidable of her enemies : monstrances, but your Majesty will bfi informed of 
yva never can touch her but on the Mediterranean their import. Supposing (for nothing is impossi- 
or Ad/ iatic. No nation seems yet to have divined ble) that England should confide in her sincerity, 
the importance of California. The Russians, I it could produce no more than an intemperance of 
nope, are destined to teach it. Possession of this language, the echoes of which boisterousness^would 
country "was taken by Drake, who called it J^iew sound but feebly on the shores of the Bosphorus. 
Albion. It is wondcriul that the English should Alexander. The spirit ofyour countrymen is not 
never have thought it worth occupation ; the more a spirit which I am disposed to encourage. I 
especially since their intercourse Avith China., abhor republicanism. 

Once possessing it, they could hardly by any Capo dlstria. So your Msjesty should. I feel 
possible effort be driven out : certainly not by no such abhorrence ; but your Majesty shall find 
the Mexicans, AA’ho never have attempted to con- that my speculations are lowered down to policy 
filiate the natives. and dfity. Leave fihe Greeks, my countrymen, to 

If indeed England sits down quietly, and sees I their own efforts for a time: every day will produce 
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iwe new atrocity : mutual hatred will mcrease : 
' mutnal efforts will be made incessantly : both 
parties will exhaust themselves: the Turkish 
cavalry^ the strength of the emt>ire, will perish 
where it cannot act. ; and among the mountains 
and defiles it will want both exercise and pro- 
vender. Th^ Greeks^ on becon^ng ypur subjects^ 
under Tahatevef form of government, whether 
absolute) mixed (permit me an absurdity), or free, 
will be heartily glad to repose ; and granting that 
their fibre still quivers, their strength will be 
unable to trouble or molest ^ou. Propose to the 
King of Pergia the invasion and possession of the 
best* Turkish provinces, such as Bagdad and 
Damascus; offer him either a great or a small 
force, whichever he chooses, of the infantry now 
quartered on his borders* This will prove your 
sincerity and ensure his success : and you may 
mediaU and recover the whole when the sons con- 
tend for the kingdom. Beside, there is an ob- 
scure and ancieillt prophecy, that, as the empire 
of Persia was conquered by one Alexander, the 
empire of Turkey will be conquered by another. 

Alexander. I neve? heard of this before. It 
ha^i some weight with me. Nothing can resist a 
good ?lTPprophecy. 

Capo distria. The^Turks have also another : 
that Constantinople will be entered by the northern 
gate. Their bones will crash between these pro 
ph^oiqg if we claf> them together vigorouslv and 
opportunely. • . 

Alexander. But Austria will net aasist, and may 
oppose me. 

Capo dlstria. God grajt it ! Her assistance, 
at the best, would only be m cutting r p the prey ; 
but her opposition would end in beic^ cut up her- 
sqff. The united kingdoms of Poland and Huisgary! I 
We must be fashionable, may it please your Majes- 
ty : united is the word of the day . . . unless w« 
talk of marriages. The next year may produce 
that which must happen within the next twenty. 
The Adriatic is the boundary of the Eastern em- 
pire. NoEunic spell was ^ver so powerfqj as the 
three words, Italy is free. They would disband 
every army on the continent, and carry you as in 
a whirlwind to the British Channel. You do not 
want so much ; but what you waqt you may have. 
Power says as softly and as invitingly to your 
Miyesty, as love said to an emperor in former 
times, ImperaJtoH quod lihet licet: a principle 
which forms the basis of the Holy Alliance. 

Alexamder. I again acknowledge my appre- 
hension of France, both from her perpetual favour 
toward Turkey since the reign of Francis the 
First, find from her jealousy of any continental 
superior. 

Capo dlstria. Apparently there is reason from 
these motives ; but others operate in a contrary 
direction. „ France will be cautious of raising up 
a military chief. She remembers how much has 
been effected by one unworthy of her confidence, 
one great only by the littleness of his competitors ; 
and she remembers that her King was imposed 
apon her by the conqueror. .The command of 


armies excites to ai&bition, and evety officer ex- 
pects promotion under a new fjmasty. The King 
will avoid this by the preservation of peace, which 
is as necessary to him as war ever was to his 
predecessor. • 

' Let us now take another view of the subject, 
and look beyond the King toward the army 
Three hundred thousand French bodies lie e 
posed and stiff along your territory. Place th 
French army between a Eussian and a I'urkis) 
and say to it, Frenchmen, here are those wh 
slew your companions in arms, unprbvoked ag- 
gressors ; and here, on the other side, are those 
with whom hitherto you have lived in amity, tho 
slaughterers and oppressors of tho Greeks, those 
children of Leonidas and Epaminondas, the nation 
which founded Marseilles, Ajaccio and Aleria, 
and left imprinted its finest features on your cha- 
racter they would consult their glory ratlier 
than their revenge, and their only hesitation w'ould 
be, whether it allowed them to attack the weaker 
enemy. A single spark fires and explodes them. 

I must remark to your Majesty that Eussia i; 
the sole country in the world whose policy is im 
mutable. Eussia, like the star that shines abow 
her, must remain for ever a guide to steer bj . 
The policy of England has varied more frequentl v 
than that of any other nation on record, because 
in general a new administration deems it necessary 
to change the system of the former ^e persons 
who now administer the affairs of thut country, arr 
persons of humble birth and humbler genius, an 
are maintained in their places by the timidity 
the aristocracy, and by th'o contempt of all cb' ss 
for the leaders of opposition. They will hazard 
nothing ; they are far more prudent (weak as they 
are) than any past Ministry for half a century. 
As we have entered into the French national 
feeling, so will we now into the English ; and I 
am confident of discovering that no hostility is to 
be apprehended by your Majesty, from the syst 
of either Cabinet or the spirit of eitfier peop^ 

The Englishman, in all respects the contrary 
of his neighbour, is too great anti too lierce ii 
creature to be gregarious. He has little public* 
honour, much private : his own heart makes largo 
demands upon him, national glory none. The 
innermost regions of Hin<’cst:iu, the wildest shores 
of the American Lakes, should have repeated the 
language of England. This is power ; this is 
glory. Rome acquired it, and civilised the world 
by it ; with how much scantier stores of intollecf. 
how much less leisure, how much less intercewrse, 
how much less philanthropy, how much less 
wealth ! England would not assist the Greeks 
from any regard to their past glory, or with any 
prospective view to her own, but because they have 
.uffered much and fought bravely. When the 
populace has pelted the King amid his guards (a 
ceremony not uncommon) and some have been 
dismounted in the performance of their duty, they 
have always been hailed with loud cheers. Let a 
foreigner be attf .ked and defend himself in Lon- 
rajaee Jif an army in his favour by the 
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first effort jof courage, and the brother -of his . sees the necessity of pe&ce : for, although her 
antagonist clears i/ic ground and demands soldiers have been at all times the best that ever 
ti/aj/ for him : such is the characteristic expression marched upon t^^e earth, they never marched 
of this brave unbh ody jieople. All in other without some great object; and none such is now 
countries crowd about ihc strong: he alone who before them. The Swedes are the most orderly 


prevails is in the right ; he alone who wants no 
assistance is assisted. The Englishman is the 
friend of the desol^ile and the defender of the op- 
pressed. Hence his hatred and contempt of those 
who presume to an equality with him in other 
states, and the sudflcnness with which he breaks 
off intercourse from the few whom he has admitted | 
to his society. On these principles your Majesty will 
prepoK.sess a most powerful and generous people: 
and although in the opinion of afow the national in- 
terest is concerned in maintaining the Turkish em- 
pire, the popular mind will aid you in its overthrow. 

On no other resolution than the conquest of 
’Turkey was it prudent in your Majesty to grant 
the dominion of Italy to Austria. The occupation j 
of Naples does not require an army : four regi- j 
ments and four hangmen could keep the whole ; 
peninsula in subjection. We wanted from ■ 
governments an acknowledgment of the dogma! 
that every ebullition of the public sentimedi ' 
should be compressed. Wo obtained it; wc saw | 
It acted on. The first regiment of Austria that ' 
marched to Naples ])aved a road for your guards | 
to Constantinople. Why should wc break it up i 
again ] why abandon a line of policy both ends ' 
vf which are in our hands 1 England in the for- 
.cer city did not stand merely neutral, 'fhe 
whole correspondence, perfidious and traitorous 
as Englishmen must denominate it, between tlic 
King, then at Vienna, and his son, osfeusibly at 
the head of the govcrnmenf., was carried on 
through the hands and under the cover of a 
British envoy. Supposing, which is impossible, 
that any continental poucr dares to oppose you, 
is there any that would be so powerful in hostility 
as the Greeks in amity? Every irifilc of that 
nation, from puberty to decrepitude, would take 
up arms; even her women, her bishops, her 
saoristalTs, horcsingers. 

A/tumuler. But Franco, England, Austria, 
might confederate. 

Cajjo d' I stria. Their ccnfedcratioii would act 
more feebly than the efforts of one singly, and 
would ruin tlie finances of tlie only state among 
them whi6h hereafter might injure you materially. 
They could not hold together three months ; the 
Nt-ry first would serve for the seed-time of dis- 
cord^’* France has a long account to settle with 
several on her confines : they know it, and will 
keep themselves shut closely up at home. 

Sweden and Prussia liavc one only warranty for 
their integrit 3 ^ Prussia may expect and obtain 
much if England moves a foot. Whatever your 
Majesty could take away from Sweden, is of no 
value to you, and would be taken only :is a punish- 
ment for defection. She will tliorcforo seek to , 
cultivate the friendship of a potentate, intore ded 
more in preserving than in ruining her, alone 
capable of either, and alike capable of both. Sbo 


•and the most civilised people on the continent. 
Lovers as they are^iof their countr^g^ ifr they felt an 
unnecessary weight of taxes, they would chabge 
their habitations, well knowing that Swedes make 
Sweden, ki whichever hemisphere. The finest 
countries in the world are unoccupied. Avarice 
hath seized a few bays, a few river-banks, a few 
savannahs, a few mines, of America* the better 
and greater part remains unpeopled. Emigration 
has only begun : the colonists at present there are 
merely explorers. What rational creature would 
live where the earth itself is taken away from him 
by nature one-half of the year, where he sees 
nothing but snow and sky one-half of his life- 
time, if the produce ofhis labour and the exercise 
of his will were not perfectly his own ? Are light 
and warmlh worth nothing ? They cost much in 
every cold climate. There ,aniist also be a great 
expenditure in more costly clothing, in more 
copious food, in more spiritous beverago^Hdnare 
profuse and wasteful hospitality. For solitude is 
intolerable, even to the morose and contemplative, 
without warmth or light. Every man then is 
severely taxed by the north itself : rewards, com- 
forts, enjoyments, privileges, should be prtpo^d 
and invented to detain him ; impositions, not 
hardships. Sweden, whoever be her King, what- 
ever her constitution, must avoid t.hom, and must 
employ all irnagiiiablcvncans of procuring from 
her own soil, her food, her raiment, and her lux- 
j urics. She should interdict every unnecessary 
I j,mporf,ation ; and ber worst land should bo proved 
j to he capable of producing fruits from which may 
j bo extracted strong and delicious and salutary 
j liquors. Such is the beueficence of Providence, 

I rarely well seconded, and often thwarted and 
intercepted, that the least fertile countries and 
, the lca 4 >t genial climtvtos would mature vinous 
j fruits, and administer a beverage more wholesome 
I and more graMul, than fifty parts in sixty of the 
grape-wines brewed in Italy and Spain. This is 
pcrhn.p.s the ty*st time, since the reign of Cyrus, 
that a ministci of state ever talked on such matters. 
When I was twenty years younger T should have 
come forward with fear and blushes, if I had a 
word to say to my emperor on plums, cherries, 
currants, and raspberries. But a labourer may 
1 forget his weariness amid the murmur of his 
hives, and a citizen be attached to his native soil 
by an ajiplc-tree or a gooseberry-bush. Gardeners 
arc never bad subjects. Sweden will encourage 
agriculture, phintation, and fishery. The latter is 
tlie most fertile of her possessions, and wants no 
garrisons or encampments. These occupations 
will deaden excitability to war, Avithout injuring 
the moral and physical force by Avhich, Avhenevej 
it is necessary, it may lie supported. But she 
appeals to me farther removed from such a neces- 
sity than any other nation in the world ; and ^oiw 



THE BMPBROJl ALEXANDER AND CAPO D’ISTRIA. Ill 

M!%jesty may circulate, f5r the remainder of your on many ge|ierations, and those who do not read 
life, on her neutrality.* * • will he as sensible of it as thosJ who do. 

One argument answers all oBjections. If the Alexander, I am not quite certain that God 
Holy Allies agreed that Naples should be invaded approves of what my mother disapproves. While 
because the Neapolitans were turbulent, how we were walking half a mile over scarlet'cloth to 
greatly more forcible is the reason when a more j^render him thanks for the victories of our arms 
powerful natmn is not only mve turbulent, but in Finland, he knew as well as I do that they 
wttfen th6 same principles as those of the Neapo- were not the victories of ouf' arms, but of our 
litans afe in action on one side, and a fanaticism mint ; and ' he secs the Swedish and Russian 
in hostility to Christianity on the other ! Your orders, which CrorisUdt wears upon his bosom, 
Majesty is head of the Gjpek church : bishops drawn back from by the people, as if they were 
and patriarchs* have been massacred by the Maho- flakes of cotton from Cairo. iTet this is accord* 
metans. The Treaty of Jassy in 1791, and of ing to our religion, and to that of every Christian 
Bucharest ^n 1812, code to Russia the right of church in the world; and many Princes have 
protecting the Greek church ; many of whose done worse in zealously sei-ving heaven. My 
members, priests and primates, have been con- brother Ferdinand of Spain Jjus a sister the most 
demned to ijnprisonment without proof and religious woman upon earth, who did the other 
without examination. It becomes not the dignity day what puzzled me, and 1 cannot say even yet 
of your Majesty to grant any accommodation on whether it is altogether as it should be. Slic 
such outrages. You might have pardoned (which resolved to ofler a silver lamp to the Virgin Mary, 
would have been too much) the insult offered to whose eyes by this time, the duchess piously con- 
your ambassador; you might have yielded to the sidersj may want rather more light than they did 
entreaties of your alljes in forbearing from the formerly. When it was brought to her i>alaec by 
same steps as had been taken by Austria; you the silversmith, he, as he held his workmanship 
mighkhave permitted the aggrandisement of that iif ono hand, presented tlie other to iicr treasurer 
powerful^ empire ; but you cannot abandon the for payment. She herself came graciously forth 
church of God, placed*undcr your especial care from her apartment, surveying her otlering wth 
md sole protection. reverential joy, ejaculating a i)raycr and a laud, 

Alexander. Capo d’istriafl is it you who talk and turning to the tradesman, said she entertained 
Ai«thiftmanner ? • no doubt whatever that the lamp was of proper 

Capo d' I stria, i^o ; it is your Majesty. weight, but that the hook by which it was to be 

Alexander. I have not always found the high suspended seemed too short. Ho answered, that 
pleasure from my conquests which 1 was led by he had measured it, and had found it^to cor- 
my Ministers and Genera]^ to expect. When I respond witli her royal onler. 
had purchased of old Cronstadt the entrance into Let us see” said she “ whether it hangs as it 
Fintod, and when I heard of its being the hap- should do before the picture." 
piest and best cultivated portion of the /lorth,^ A chair was brouglit ; the silversmith hung up 
and inhabited by not only the most industrious his lamp. As ho descended, still gazing on it, 
but the most civilised and honest and peaceablB and stopping with both hands its oscillation, the 
of men, I expected tho compliments of the cm- duchess touched his ^p iu gently with the extre- 
press my mother, who, instead of them, calmly mitics of two fingers, and said with religious 
said to me, Son Alexander I if you have done firmness, Remove it at your peril! it is 
well, my congratulations ^arc uiincccsscV}" ; if consecrated : beware of sacrilege I" She then 
otherwise, they will serve you little and saying crossed herself before the holy.Virgih, and 
this she left me with her blessing, to visit and implored her })rotcctii)n for herself, and for each 
comfort a young man in the hospital whose leg of her children by name, and for her brother 
had been amputated that mornijig^ and 1 found Ferdinand, and her l^ruthcr (.’arlos, and her 
her, on her return, making out an order for the brother Francesco, and h'O' sister of Portugal, and 
money she should remit to his parents, until he her cousins at Naples, and her oilier cousins, 
could help them as before by his business as a living and dead, and for her poor blmd sinful 
carpenter. ^ people, and above the rest of them, after the 

Capo dletria. Sire, let the history of the clergy and cloistered, for that artificer behind h^ 
Bm^ess-Mother be engraven on the hearfs of fifty who would remain all his life unpaid. ^ 
mlluBns, and read by as many millions as you Cajio d' I stria. Ah ! that is carrying legitimacy 
.permit^ read ; yet, like novels and romances, it a trifle too far : just conquest is another thing, 
will interest few beyond tho hour, and influence Princes have an undoubted right to the coined mo- 
still fewer even so long; \\(hilc the heroism of ney of their subjects ; but plate and jewels should 
your Majesty nmst l^ve an indelible impression only be taxed, and not taken in the concrete. 

* To both speakers are attributed more wisdom and re- AlexMnder. My armies cannot stir ill this sea- 


flection than they possess. It is as difiicult in life t(» sliow 
that those who are little are little, as to sliow that tlio.se 
who are great are great ; and in dialogue it is oven more 
so : for if all men were represented in it just as th^ are, 
the reader would throw the book aside with Indifference 
or dit^goMt* 


son of tho year ; the Turks can march all winter. 

Capo dhtria. Let them : wo shall have occu- 
pation enough in preparing stores and proving 
our sincerity. We shall Vie compelled into thd 
war when we are ready. W ait only until after 
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Ramadan : the fieweneBS of\he Turks sub« ; empires hare been l 9 st ahd gained by onebatti^ 
side by fastingi anf differences will arise between ! your own excepted. The contjuest of the Otto* 
the European and Asiaiic troops, man will be aehibved by one : tw'onty would not 

Alexander, Wc cannot speculate on the latter j ^vin Rhodes. He who ruined the Persians at 
case, and our soldiers also will fast. *' | Marathon was repulsed from the little rock ot 

Capo d'letria. Or not ; as your M^esty pleases, j Paros. I beg your Majesty’s pardon for such an 
The Christian is the only religion, old or new, in | offence against t^e dignity of 41lAomacy, as a 
which individuals and nations can dispense, by j quotation of ancient history, at a time ^hon the 
another’s permission, with their bounden duties : j world abounds with young attaches h la UgcUitmf 
such are fasts, curtsies, crosses, genuflexions, pro- all bravel* than Miltiades, more virtuous than 
cessions, and other bodily functions, Aristides, and more» wise than Solon. Your 

Alexander, This would bo a religious war ; and j M^'esty smiles : I have heard their patrons swear 
Islamism may send into the field half a million of | it upon their honour. 

combatants. Alexander. The very thing on which such an 

Capo dhtria. Then is victory ours. Devastated oath should bo sworn : the altar is worthy of the 
provinces cannot furnish provisions to one-third of j ofiering, and the offering of the altar, 
the number in one body, and they would fight j Capo distria. A great encount^^r within sight 
not for articles of faith but for articles of food, j of Constantinople throws the most distant doml- 
Turk against Turk, not against Greek and Russian. : nions of the Sultan into your hands : Selim, the 
He who has the best commissariat has the | Prophet, and Fate, bend before you. Precedents 
strongest' army. Your Majesty can bring into 1 are good for all, even for Russia : but Russia has 
the field as large a force as the enemy, a*force ' great advantages which other powers have never 
better disciplined and better supplied : hence the j had and never will have. rRemeinber, now and 
main body will be more numerous ; and with the ; for ever, she alone can play deep at every table, 
main body the business of the war will be effected, j and stake nothing. 

March directly for Constantinople. All great i 


KOSCIUSKO AND PONIATOWSKL’’ 


Poniaiowshi, A short and hasty letter, brought 
by my courier, will have expressed to you, General, 
with what pleasure I obtained leave of absence for 
ten days, that I might present you my aflectionate 
homage here in Switzerland. 

Kosciusko. Ko courier can have arrived, Sir ; 
for we hear the children at play in the street, and 
they would have been earnest to discover what 
sort of creature is a courier. 

Poniatowski. I myself am no bad specimen of 
one : I have traversed three kingdoms in five 
days : such a power of attraction hath Kosciusko 
on Poniatowski. 

Kosek^ko, Poniatowski ! my brave country- 
man, I embrace you heartily. Sit down, rest 
yourself . . not upon that chair ; the rushes are 
cut through in the middle . . the boys and 
girls come in when I am reading in the window 
or working in the garden, and play their old 
captain these tricks. 

Poniatowshi. I must embrace you again, my 
*^:ieral ! Always the same kind tender heart, the 
same ‘simplicity and modesty ! There is little of 
poetiy^ or of ingenuity in the idea that your nativity 
was between the Lion and the Virgin. 

Kosciusko. 0 Poniatowski ! my countryman, 
comrade and friend I how long it is since we met ! 
I require a few moments to recollect your features : 
the voice, and the heart that gives it utterance, 
is the same. I am indeed a revolutionist : I invert 
the order of established things. Usually the 
countenance is remembered when benefits are 
forgotten: from defect of sight, which these 
fashes have injured, your countenance was only 


i such to my apprehension as to make me wonder 
whose it could be, while your services were fresh 
in my memory : services tlian which, in ages ol 
heroism, no man ever rfjadered more pure or more 
illustrious to his country. I do not marvel that 
you have lost the bloom of youth, knowing youi 
anxieties : but how happens it, that after such 
exertions, such privations, such injuries, (for all 
honours hut one conferred on you, and that too, 
by the voice of your countrymen, are such) how 
happens it, Poniatowski, that you appear more 
robust than over, and retain to the full your 
activity .and animationu^ 

Poniedowski. Hope is the source of them ; the 
aroma without which our bodies are putridity, the 
ether without which our souls themselves, so long 
as they are hexe on earth, are cold and heavy 
vapour. If we could but have saved our Poland, 
O ! my General ! less men can rule her. 01 
all arts this is the easiest, and exercised by the 
most imbecile. The laws should ruje : for courts 
we have always in readiness a cushion, a king, and 
a crier : can any wicked wretch want moreT 

Kosciusko. Ah scoffer 1 

Poniatowshi, I will ask the question thfen not 
scoflingly, but in sober sadness. I ask it in the 
name of our country I ask her defender and pro- 
tector ; I ask you, chief of Poland 1 first of man- 
kind! why are you not with us] 0 with wha't 
enthusiasm would our legions follow you 1 Return 
among us and command us. 

Kosciusko, Where is Poland ] 

Poniatowski. She rises from her ashes with mtr 
splendour : lu every battle she performs the 
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distliignished part . .^do you sigh at hearing 
it ! • 

K(miv^» Poniatowskil her blood flows for 
strangers/ and her heroism' is but an interlude in 
the drama of Ambition. She is intoxicated from 
the cup of Gloiy, to bo dismembered with the less 
feeling of hgr loss. When she jeco^rs her senses, 
i%yain,will sh^ look around for compassion or for 
gratitude. Beyond a doubt I am a feeble and 
TMonaiy politician : nevertheless I will venture 
to express my opinion, that gratitude, although it 
never has been admitte<f among the political 
virtues, Is one ; that whatever is good in morals is 
alsg good in politics ; and that, by introducing It i 
oppoi:;tunlly and dexterously, the gravest of old , 
politicians might occasionally be disconcerted. I)o 
not let us be alarmed at the novelty : many have j 
presumed to fecommend the observance of justice; j 
and gratitude is nothing more than justice in a fit 
of generosity, and permitting a Love or a Genius 

cany off her*scales. 

Ponuttpwshi, We live in an age^when no ex- 
periments of this kind are tried, and when others 
are exhausted. * 

Koadmho. True, wc see nothing in battle but 
bfut# force, nothing in peace but unblushing 
perfidy. W ar, whi ch gave its name to strategems, 
would recall them, and can not : they are shut up 
within the cabinet and co»mter, where they never 
s^^ould have enured, and the wisest of them are 
suchUs would disgrace the talentaofaringdropper. 

If the person to whom fortune seems to have 
given the disposal of mankind, had known any- 
thing of our national chai’actcr, be would have 
augmented the dominion of Poland, instead of 
diminishing them : if he bad know;i as much of 
policy as a peasant, he would have united with it 
Royal Prussia and Hungary, and its southerS 
boundaries would have been the Danube and the 
Dnieper. Bverj^ German province, excepting a 
few I am about to mention, would have been 
erected into a kingdom, un4er the most powerful 
or the most popular of its princes, its nobles, its 
civil magistrates ; represen&ti ves would have been 
elected, standing armies would have been abolished. 
Thus the existence of the governors and the pros- 
perity of the governed would have been his work, 
and that work would have beSi mdestructible. 
The erection of twenty kings in twenty minutes 
would have abundantly gratified his vanity : a 
consideration not unimportant when we discourse 
upon crowned heads, and particularly upon heads 
crowned recently, or indeed upon heads of any 
kiiii^ubject to i^e vortexes of power. The Scan- 
dinavian P^nsula should have been strengthened 
by the junction of Denmark, Mecklenburgh, and 
Pomerania^ forming a barrier against the maritime 
force of England, and (united by confederacy with 
Poland) against the systematic and unsuspected 
march of Muscovite aggression. Ko German 
kingdom should have contained much more 
a million of inhabitants : for it was his business to 
lossen both the kingly authority and the kingly 
flame. 


History hath given us no example of a nuiu 
whose errors are so manifolc and so destructive. 
I confess that I have been mistaken in foretelling 
his downfoll : I calculated from observationH on 
mankind m*ages less eifete. I could not calculate 
the forces that resisted him : for 1 knew only the 
military and financial, and this but numerically 
I knew not by whom an4» where and to wha 
specific object it was to be applied. Fortunate 
(if usurpers ever are) to spring up m a season . 
rankness and rottenness, when every principle 
vitality had been extinguished in the state, either 
by the pestilence of despotism or by the tempests 
of democracy ; when they who came against him 
from without were weaker in judgment than 
hiniBclf, and when the wildest temerity was equally 
sure of success as the most prudent combinations 
and best measured conduct. No general versed 
in war has been consulted by the principal of the 
belligerents : but persons the least practised in it 
have been employed as commanders in chief. The 
goo(k people of England is persuaded that to open 
a campaign is as easy as to open an oyster, and to 
finish it is a thing to be done' as quickly as to 
awallow one. 

Poniatoionki, England will alter her system from 
one of these two causes. Either (at the end of 
twenty years perhaps) the families of her aristo- 
cracy will be sufficiently enriched, which is the 
prime motive in her undertakings ; or a serious ana 
earnest offbrt will be made against increasing 
danger, and some general of capacity will at last be 
appointed to satisfy the clamours of the people, 
and to keep the government, or ratlier the gover- 
nors, unshaken. But come, let us cease to Hj)eeu- 
culate on the English, and indeed on everything 
else than our own beloved Folami. You have 
reason to shake your bead, and to hold your hand 
over your eyes : you have reason to complain of 
ingratitude : but it is rather on the side of fortune 
than of princes, who, in good truth, owe you little, 

Koecimko. W e hear many complaints of princes 
and of fortune : but believe me, Poniatowski, 
there never was a good or geuer(y.is as/^lon that- 
met with much ingratitude. 

Poniatowski. Not Sobieski from Austria! 

Koacimko. Sobieski bad his reward : God, who 
alone was great enough, bestowed It. 

PoniaUmski, But then his kingdom! what 
befell that ! and from whom ! Condescending, as 
you have often been, to the meanest peasant for 
the slightest service, grateful as I have seen ydu 
to an undistinguished soldier for moisten ing^your 
horse’s bit after a battle, do you thus speak of the 
ungrateful! You to whom no statues are erected, 
no hymns are sung in public processions ; you, who 
have no country! And you smile upon such 
usuries aud such losses 1 

Koscivsko. My friend ! I have lost nothing : I 
have received no injury : I am in the midst of our 
country day and night. Absence is not of matter : - 
the body does not make it : absence quickens our 
love and elevates our affections : absence is the 
invisible and incorporeal mother of ideal beauljy* 
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Were I izi Poland, how many things are there upon our heads an immense colnnm of air, but thei 
which would distuA) and perhaps exasperate me nature oC things has 'randered us insmisible of it 
Here I can think of her as of some departed soul, altogether : have Ve not likewise a strenglb and a 
not yet indeed clothed in light nor exempted from support against what is equally external, the breath 
(Sorrowfulness, but divested of passion, removed of worthless men ‘I Very far is that from being 
from tumult, and inviting to contemplation. She *much or great, which a single movement of seif- 
is the dearer to me, because she reminds me that I esteem tossesrup s^d scatters. Slavas make out 
have performed my duty toward her. Permit me of barbarians a king or emperor* the ohimsiost 
tiO go on. 1 said that a good or generous action liand can fashion such mis-shapen images ; dut the 
never met with much ingratitude. I do not deny high and discerning spirit spreads ont its wings 
iat ingratitude may be very general : but even if from precipices, raise^ itself up slowly by great 
we experience it from all quarters, there is yet no efforts, acquires ease, velocity, and might, by ele- 
Dvidcnce of its weight or its intensity. We bear vation, and suns itself in the smiles <ffits Or^^r* 


MIDDLETON AND MAGLIABECHL 


MagliabechL The pleasure I have enjoyed in 
’/our conversation, sir, induces me to render you 
uch a service, as never yet was rendered by an 

ftalian to a stranger. 

Middleton. You have already rendered^ me 
several such, M. Magliabechi ; nor indeed can any 
nim of letters (Converse an hour with you, and not 
,!arry home with him some signal benefit 

Magliabechi. Your life is in danger, Mr. Mid- 
dleton. 

Middleton. How ! impossible ! I offend no one, 
‘n public or in private : I converse with you only: 
I avoid all others, and, above all, the busy-bodies 
of literature and politics. I court no lady : I never 
go to the palace : I enjoy no favours : I solicit no 
fistinctions : I am neither poet nor painter, 
fturely then I, if anyone, should be exempt from 
malignity and revenge. 

Magliabechi. To remove suspense, I must in- 
form you that your letters are opened, and your 
jfritings read by the police. The servant whom 
you dismissed for robbery has denounced you. 

Middleton. Was it not enough for him to be 
pennitted to plunder me with impunity f does ho 
expect a reward for this villanyl will his word 
or his oatli be taken 1 

Maglirhechi. Gently, Mr. Middleton. Ho ex- 
pects no reward; he received it w hen he wasallowed 
to rob you. He came recommended to you ss an 
honest servant, by several noble families. He 
robbed them all ; and a portion of wdiat he stole 
was restored to them by the police, on condition 
that they should render to the Government a 
mutual service w^hen called upon. 

V ^iddkton. Incredible baseness ! Can you smile 
at it, M. Magliabechi ! Can you have any commu- 
, nicatioh witli these wretches, these nobles, as you 
call them, this servant, this police ! 

Magliabechi. My opinion was domandod by my 
‘ jouperiors, upon some remarks of yours on the 
of our country. 

mftftsnre ^ Protest, sir, 1 copied them in great 

German.* • learned 

* PcrhnpH he may a'®® ' 

formit^s des CiritMnUis oaet a glance oo ttt Con- 

Joan d<j Oroi : apd, although ^'^rnes avee les Anoienneg, of 
was lew likely to acknow- 


Mojgliabeehi. True : I know thd book : it ig 
entitled Fa/cetioe Fa4xtmrwm. There is some wit 
and some truth in it ; but the betterwit is, the more 
dangerous is it ; and Truth, like iUxe Sun, coming 
down on us too directly, may give us a bgain-fever. 

In this country, Mr. Middleton, we h&Ye jedouaieB 
not only to onr windows but to our breasts ; we 
admit but little light to either, and we live the 
more comfortably for so doing. If we changeh^ lihis 
custom, we must change almost every other; all 
the parts of our polity having been gradually 
drawn closer and closey, until at last they form an 
inseparable mass of religion, la;wB, and usag^. 
For instance, we condemn as a jiangerous ‘6rror 
the doctrine of Galileo, that the earth moves about 
the sun ; but we condemn rather the danger than 
the error of asserting it. • 

Middleton. Pardon Biy interruption. When I 
see the doctors of your church insisting on a 
demonstrable falsehood, have I not reason to 
bblieve that they would maintain others less 
demonstrable, and more profitable ] All questions 
of politics, of morals, and of religion, ought to be 
discussed : but principally should it be examined 
whether our eternal happiness depends on any 
speculative point whatever; and secondly, whether 
those speculative polnte^ou which various nations 
insist as necessary to it, are well or ill founded. 
I would rather be condemned for believing that to 
kill an ibis is a sin, than for thinking that to kill 
a man is not. Yc^i the former opinion is ridiculed 
by all modem nations ; while the murder of men 
by thousands is no crime, provided they be flour- 
ishing and happy, or will probably soon become 
BO ; for then they may cause disconttot in other 
countries, and indeed are likely to excite the most 
turbulence when they sit down together the p' .st 
quietly. ^ i. 

MagliabecM. Let us latlier keep within the 
tenets of our ehurch. 

Middleton, Some of them are importent^ some 
are not ; and some appeared so in one age of the 
ohuitdi, w hich were cast aside in anoth er. 

ledge where it wae lees likely to be detected, he nii^t 
have added that the whole idea and much of the sabelaillis 
of his Letter frem Rome was taken from a pBisses hi 
Burtons Anatomy of Melancholy, All the remainder huy 
be found in Joaiah Stopford*s Pagano-Papitmut* 
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.If Piray wMch were they ^ ^ ''ur afi^tiq^s chastened, our desires moderated, 

MiMUion, She now worships the blessed Vurgin ^ur eujo^ents enlarged by this intercourse with 
Haxy: anciently she oomdemnec^the Oollyridians, the Deity 1 Ana men the better, as car- 

fbr doing it, and called them heretics. Was she tainly they are the happier, tor » K«^Hef that he 
infallible theni or is she now? Infants were interferes in their oonoems ? They are perbu»a<M] 
formerly admitted by her to the Eucharist, and that there is something oondiUonal between them, 
she declared«that they conld nqf be saved without and that, if they lahonr under the commission of 
it she mow decrees that the doctrine is false, crimes, their voice will be iitftudible as the voioe 
Formefiy it was her belief that, before the destrac< of one under the nightmare, 
tion of the world, Christ should reign upon earth Middleton. I wished to demonstrate that we 
a thousand years, and the ^saints under him ; at often treat God in the same manner as we should 

treat some doating or some passionate old man : wc 
be 80 near her. Although there are many things feign, we flatter, we sing, we cry, we gesticulate, 
whAein m^ch may be said on both sides, yet it is ^Magliabechi. Worship him in your own man- 
only on one side in any question that the same ner, according to the sense he has given you ; and 
thing can be said. let those who cannot exercise that sense, rely 

Maglicd}echi^ This is specious, and delivered upon those who can. Be convinced, Mr. Middle- 
temperately. ton, that you never will supplant the received 

Middleton. Saint Augustin is esteemed among ideas of God : be no less convinced that the sum 
the infallible. of your labours in this field will be to leave the 

Magliabechi. Dertainly ; and with Justice. ground loose beneath you, and that he who comes 
Middleton. He declares that the dead, even after ^ou will sink. In sickness, in our last par- 
saints, are ignorant w^t the living do; even their ticularly, we all are poor wretches : we are nearly 
own children ; for the souls of the dead, he says, all laid on a level by it : the dry-rot of the mind 
inlpfere not in tJte affairs of the living.* sapervones, and loosens whatever was fixed in it, 

M^lidbechi. This is strong; but divines can except religion. Would you be so inhuman as 
reconcile it with religi^i. to tell a friend in this condition not to be com- 

Middletmi. What can they not ] forted ? Would you prove to him that the crucifix, 

Magliahechi. I will tell j^u what they can not : which his wandering eye finds at last its resting- 
aiuji is this on which I began our conversa- ing-place, is of the same material as his bedpost 1 
tion. • Suppose a belief in the efficacy of prayer to be a 

Among your other works I find a manuscript on belief altogether irrational . . you may: I never 
the iucfficacy of prayer. I defended you to my can . . suppose it to be insanity itself, would you, 
superiors, by remarking tl^t Oieero had asserted meeting a young man who had wandered over 
things incredible to himself, merely for the sake of many countries in search of a father, until his 
argument, and had probably written,them before intellects are deranged, and who, in the fulness 
he had fixed in his mind the personages to Who'mJ of his heart, addresses an utter stranger as the 
they should be attri])uted in his dialogues ; that, lost parent, clings to him, kisses him, sobs upon 
in short, they were brought forward for no othev his breast, and finds comfort only by repeating 
purpose than discussion smd explosion. This j/ai^Z/oi/icr/ would you, Mr. Middleton, say to 
impiety w'as forgiven. But every man in Italy has this afiectionate fond creature, go hovnef sit quiets 
a favourite saint, for whose. honour he deems it he eUenl! and persuade him that his folieris lost 
meritorious to dniw (1 had :^most said the,pword) to him ? 

the stiletto. Middleton. God forbid. • 


Middleton. It would be safer to attempt drag- 
ging God from his throne, than to split a spangle 
on their petticoats, or to puflf* agr^ of powder 
from their wigs: this I know. Nothing in my 
writings is intended to wound the jealousy of the 
Italians. Truth, like the juice of the poppy, in 
small quantities, calms men; in larger, heats and 
irritates then?, and is attended by fatal conse- 
quences in its excess. For which reason, with 
plalUliground before me, I would not expatiate 
largely^ and I often.made an argument, that 
offered itself, give way altogether and leave room 
for inferences. My treatise on prayer was not to 
be published in my lifetime. 

MagliohecM. And why at any time 1 Supposing 
prayer to be totally inefficacious in the object, is 
not the mind exalted, the heart purified, are not 

Ne8Qiuut‘>'mortui, etiaxn sauoti, quid agant vivi, etiam 
aorupi illii ; quia anlmse mortuomm rebus viventiuA non 
teiiersunt 1>« curd pro MortuU. 


Magliabechi. You have done it : do it no more. 
The madman has not heard yon ; tuid the father 
will pardon you when you meet 
Middleton. Far be it from my wishes and from 
my thoughts to unhinge those portals through 
which we must enter to the performance of our 
social duties : but 1 am sensible of no irreligion, 
I acknowledge no sorrow or regret, in’ having' 
attempted to demonstrate that God is totally^and 
I far removed from our passions and infirmities, 
and that whatever seems fit to him, will never 
seem unfit in consequence of our entreaties. I 
would inculcate entire rosi^Tiation to the divine 
decrees, acquiescence in the divine wisdom, con- 
fidence in the divine benevolence. There is some- 
thing of frail humanity, something of its very 
decrepitude, in our ideas of God : we are foolish 
and ignorant in the same manner, and almost to 
the same degree, as those painters are, who append 
It grey beard to his chin, draw wrinkles across his 
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and cover with a gaady ^d flowt»« 
maixtle. ^ 

Our Saviour does no^ to pray, 

although wAampI^ for ^pecml purposes, 
ii.]P>i«Gaid to countenance it. His nature, and the 
nature of his mission, might require ihis inter- 
course. Tie says only, '' when ye pray,” &c., or, 
in other words, “ iftyou will pray let your prayer 
be,” &c. For on more than one occasion, desirous 
as he wiis of interfering but little with established 
usages, he eoudenmed the prayers of the Jews. 
MiuilidlmM. They were too long. • 

Middlelon. Tlicy were not longer (as far as I 
know) than those of other nations.* In short, if 
we believe the essence of God to bo immutable, 
we must believe his will to be so. It is insanity 
to imagine that his determination can be altered 
by our whims or wishes ; therefore it is not only 
more wise but also more reverent to suppress 
them, both in action and in speech. Supposing 
him altered or moved by us, we suppose him sub- 
ject to our own condition. If he pardons, he 
corrects his first judgment ; he owns himself to 
have been wrong and hasty ; than which suppo- 
sition what impiety can be greater 1 

Afagliahcchi. Do you question everything that 
is not in the form of syllogism, or enthymema, 
or problem with corollary and solution 1 
Middleton. I never said that what is indemon- 
strable must therefore be untrue : but whatever 
is indemonstrable may be questioned, and, if im- 
portant, should be. We are not to tremble at the 
shakiiji;' of weak minds : ItcM-son does not make ' 
them so : she, like Virtue, is debilitated by indul- 
gences, and sickened to death by the blasts of heat : 
and cold blown alternately from your church. | 
Mngliaheclii. Do you conceive God then to be ! 
indifl’erent to our virtues or vices, our obstinacy ; 
or Tcpcntcnce ? 

Middleton, I would not enter into such ques- 
tions: and indeed I have always been slow to 
deliver my more serious opinions in conversation, 
feeling how inadequately any great subject must 
be discViY.scd ^within such limits, and how pre- 
sumptuous it would appear, in one like me, to act 
as if I had collected all that could be said, or even 
what could be said best, on the occasion. Keither 
to run against nor to avoid your interrogatory : 
there are probably those who believe that, in the 
expansion and improvement of our minds here- 
after, t hey will be so sensitive to the good or evil 
have- done on earth, as to be rewarded or 
punkhod in the most just proportion, without any 
impulse given to, or sufiTered by, the First Cause 
and sole Disposer of things and of events. How 
rational may be this creed, I lej.»ve, with the other, 
to speculative men; wishing them to recollect that 

^ Middleton had tho midfortune to disbelieve the efficacy 
of prayeiv and tvdducee such arguments in support of his 
opinion as a reasoner so powerful in ‘his perversity would 
do. Magliabeohi is unable to leixe the horns of his adver- 
•ary and bring him at once to the ground : yet the good- 
ness of his cause supplies him with generous and high 
feeling, and his appeal to the heart of Middleton la nmre 
furellile than Middleton's xeaeoning. 


nnscaBouabld and iu|^dii6*h6at mutft warp tlm in* 
Btrument by which alone their speoalatio&s can 
be becomingly a&d rightly made. If Ood is sen- 
sible to displeasure, which is a mocU^oation of 
pain, at the faults or vices of his creatures, he 
must suffer at once a myriad times more of it than 
any of them, •and die must endure.thfi same euflfer- 
ings a myriad times longer. * 

Magliabechi. This hurts our common faith. 

MiddUlon. Pass over what may offend your 
fiuth, common or private; mind only (which I 
am sure you will do) what may disturb the clear- 
ness of your conscience and impede the act^yity 
of your benevolence. Let us never cay openly 
what may make a good unhappy or unquiet^ 
unless it be to warn him against what we know 
will make him more so ; for instance, if you please, 
a false friend ; or, if you would rather, a teacher 
who, while he pretends to be looking over the 
lesson, first slips his hand ii\to his scholars 
pocket, then ties him adroitly to his chair by the 
ooat-skrrt, then, running off with his book, tells 
him to cry out if he dares, promises at last t<o give 
him ten better, and, if he should be hungiy and 
thirsty, bids him never to mind it, for he oat 
his dinner for him and drink his wine, and say a 
Latin grace. 

Magliabechi. Ha ! now you are stretching out 
your objections againl^t our church, disregarding 
what Catholics and Protestants hold in coivmfb ; 
our prayers, for instance. I hhve always found 
that, when we have carried off the mysteries in 
triumph, you fall foul upon our miracles and our' 
saints. V 

Middleton. That is idle. 

Magliahedii. I am rejoiced to hear you coufess 

: ydu then really have some veneration for those 
holy men whom the church hath appointed for 
dur intercessors 1 

Middleton. Here we come again into the open 
road, with visible objects before us. I venerate 
I all holy men : but, doubting whether my own 
! prayers to God wouldo alter his mind concerning 
I me, I should yet more betray my deficiency of 
confidence in his promises, if I trusted a person 
who is no relative to him rather than his only son ; 
that is, if I trash'd the weaker in preference to the 
stronger ; the worse in preference to the^better ; 
him who at his birth and after his birth had sins, 
to him who was bom and lived and died with none. 
Beside, I have no proof whatever thai (jlod requires 
such counsellors and mediators. Must we believe 
that some men are lying in the grave while ot]|jers 
are conversing with him, and busied in tvix^ning 
him from indignation to mercy 1 We are imormed 
by Holy Writ, that all alike are to be awakened by 
sound of trumpet. What then would ^become of 
me if I doubted it 1 And must I not doubt it if 1 
suppose that some are already at the right hand 
ofGodI 

Maglwbechi. His divine will may order it. We 
know he promised the repentant thief on the 
eroes'that he should sup with him that night \n 
Paradise. 
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MiMeton. He was Very nxercifiil to that thief. The representative system is good only on tlds 
and h«8 been to many since* who never were upon,! side of adoration. 

the cross at dl, bu^ who picket pockets under it. Magliabechi, Prayer, at all times serviceiddeb 
What he promised, it would be impiety to doubt may apparently on some occasions be misapplied, 
of his performing ; but I never heard of his pro- Father Ouftsimo Sozzifante, on his return from 
mise of supper or Paradise to deacon or doctor, Ifr England, presented to me a singular illustration 
canon or bishap ; much less I believe that they of my remark. He had resided some years in 
can introduce* a friend or dependent. If you London, as chaplain to the Sardinian envoy : in 
woul(f be consistent and go upon certainty, you the first floor of his lodginghouse dwelt Mr. Har- 
ijTould pray to the thief ; for beyond*all contro- bottle, a young clergyman, learned, of elegant 
versy he hath secured his Jplaco. manners, yet fond of fox-hunting. Inoonsisten- 

Magliabechi. The church has never canonized oies like these are found nowhere but in your coun- 
kip. ^ . try: in others, those who have enough for one 

Middleton. What! have saints no sanctity until side of the character, have not enough for the 
the church hath given it? Do they mount into opposite: you in general are sufficiently well- 
heaven from the Vatican? Ood then does not stored to squander much of your intellectual pro- 
j^ppoint his qwn counsellors I They are nominated perty, to neglect much, and to retain much, 
like the cardinals, and by the same voice ! Mutual civilities had passed between the two eo- 

MmiUcthechi. After due examination. clcsiastics, and Father Onesimo had received from 

Middleton, There indeed lies the difference. I Mr. Harbottle many invitations td dinner. After 
..iioiild have more confidence in God's chosen thief, the first, he had declined them, deeming the songs 
MayliahecM. You would ratber*trngt a robber and disputations in a slighi degree indocorous. 
:.han bend before thp image of a saint ? The party at this was clerical : and although he 

Middleton. At least I know that the one was represented it as more turbulent in its conclusion 
vacated ; I am ignorant that the other was. Hhan ours are, and although there were many warm 
MaglMedhi. This indeed k even worse than disputants, chiefly on jockies or loaders in Par- 
what you most abominate, idolatry. liament, he assured me he was much edified and 

Middleton. I am not one of those who consider pleased, when, at the removal of the dishes, each 
idolatiy as the most heinous of sins. In the com- drank devoutly to his old friend. ** I thought ot 
jiis3S?on of idMatry for a lifetime, there is less you,” said ho, “ ray dear Magliabechi, for every 
wickedness than in one malignant action or one one had then before his eyes the complacent guide 
injurious and blighting word. ‘ of his youth. Mine shed a few tears ; at which my 

Maglidbeclii. 0 Mr. Middleton ! Idolatry is friends glanced one upon another and smiled ; for 
denounced for God’s esij^cial vengeance : yet in ! from an Englishman not even the crucifix can 
she blindness of your hearts you Protestants accuse extort a tear.” 

ds of this tremendous sin. A thousand times ! Onesimo was at breakfast with Mr. Harbottle, 
have you been told that we do not venenfte wl^it ■ when an Italian ran breathless into the room, 
represents, but what is represented. . kissed the father’s hand, and begged him to come 

Middleton. You tell us that you do not worship j instantly and attend a dying man. ‘'We will go 
fmages, but that you worship in them what they together,” said Mr. Harbottle. Following their 
::xprcss : be it so : the Pagans did the same, informant, they passed through several lanes and 
jidither better nor worse. What will you answer alleys, and at last moiMited the stairs of a garret, 
to the accusation of wori^ipping a ■Uvyjg man ? in which was lying a youth, stabbed the night be- 
Adoration is offered undisguisedly and openly to fore by a Livornosc, about one pf thi^se women 
priests and monks, however profligate and infa- who excite the most quarrels and deserve the 
liious their lives may have been and be. Every fewest. “ Leave me for a moment,” said Father 
?ope is adored by the Holy Cqjllqge on his eleva- Sozzifante, “ I must hear his confession.” 

.:ion.* Hardly had he spokcii, when out came all 

MagliabecM. We suppose him to be the repre- whom kindness or piety or curiosity had collected, 
rjentative of Jesus Christ. and “He is in Paradise!” was the exclamation. 


Middletoj^. His legate is also his representative, 
and a valet de ckomJbre the legate’s. We may obey 
o^man in place of another, but not adore him. 

Emperor of Austria bad a difference with the 
Holy GiioMt on the election of Cardinal Della Bomaglia to 
the Poiicdom. The Holy Ghost had inspired the Holy 
College t<»f>refer him : the Emperor of Austria disapproved 
of this inspiration, and set it aside by his veto. He 
knew that there was enough virtue i^ Italy already, and 
declared tlmt he wanted no more learning. In proof 
of ihc sdortition of his present Holiness, the left hand dect 
of the I|oly Gtiost, I shall transcribe the very words of the 
olfidhil gazette. 

** Si rec6 alia Basilica Vatioana per rioeverc qolk dall* 
altare della Tribuna 1’ adoragUme ed ubbedleiuta del Saoro 
Collegio ooi solenni riti oomplett.'* 


Mr. Harbottle then entered, and was surprised to 
hear the worthy confessor ask of the dead man 
whether ho forgave his enemy, and aixswer in 
another tone, “ Yes, father, from my heart 1 par- 
don him.” 

On returning, he remarked that it appeared 
strange to him. “Sir,” answered Onesimo, "the 
Catholic church exyoins forgiveness of iajariea” 
“ All churches enjoin the same,” replied Mr. Har- 
bottle. ** He was unable to speak for himself,” said 
the father, “and therefore I answered for hiai 
like a Christian.” 

Mr. Harbottle, as became him, wag silent On 
their return homeward they passed by a plane 
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whichj if I roiiicmbcr, in called Kew-gate, a gate staacewasduunishixig: sitil no had tempted 

above which, it appears, crimmals alfe hanged, him, although many had been made, to sell the 
At that very hour the cord was round the neck of picture. At last he refused to alienate it other 
a wretch who was repeating the Lord’s prayer wise than in &vour of a worthy priest, and only 
the first words they he^ were, " Give us this day as the price of supplications to ^e Yiigin. ** Who 


our daily bread.” The fether looked at his com- 
panion with awe, spreading his fingers on his 
sleeve, and pressingi it until he turned his &oe 
toward him. They both pushed on; but, such 
was the crowd, they could not pass the suppliant 
before he had uttered, ''And lead us not into 
temptation.” The good father stepped before Mr. 
Harbottle, and, lifting his hands above his ears, 
would have said something; hut his companion 
cried smartly, " I have seals to my watch, Signor 
Sozzifante, and there is never a fellow hanged but 
he makes twenty fit for it : pray walk on.” 

Fairly out of the crowd, "Poor sinful soul!” 
said the father, " ere this time thou art in purga- 
tory • Thy daily bread ! alas, thou hast eaten the 
last moutliful ! Thy temptation ! thou wilt find 
but few temptations there, I warrant thee,:, my 
son I Even these divine words, Mr. Harbottle, 
may come a little ont of season, you perceive.” 

Mr. Harbottle went home dissatisfied. In about 
an ttour a friend of his from Oxford called on 
him : as the weather was warm, the door standing 
tyar, Sozzifante heard him repeat the history of 
their adventure, and add : " I will be damned if 
in my firm persuasion the fellow is not a Jesuit : 
I never should liave thought it : he humbugged 
me about the dead man, and perhaps got another 
hanged to quiz me. Would you believe it 1 He 
has been three good years in getting up this 
fhree; the first I have ever caught him, and the 
last he shall ever catch me at.” 

Father Oncsimo related to me those occur- 
rences, without a word of reproach or an accent of 
ill-humour. " The English is a strong language,” 
said he placidly, " and the people, the least de- 
ceivers in the world, arc naturally the most indig- 
nant at a suspicion of deceit. Mr. Harbottle, who, 

1 dare to say, is ri])cued ere this time into an 
exemplary' and^, holy man, was then rather fitter 
for society than for the church. Do you know,” 
said he in my ear, although we were alone, " I 
have seen him pay his laundress (and there was 
nothing between them) five shillings for one week 
only ! a sum that serves any cardinal the whole 
winter-quarter : in April and May indeed, from 
one thing or other, linen wants washing oftener.” 

Mr. Middleton, I have proved my candour, I 
trust, ond my freedom from superstition : but he 
who seeks will find ; and perhaps he who in obsti- 
nacy closeth his eyes long together, will open 
them just at the moment when he shall meet 
what he avoided. I will inform you of some facts 
I know, proving the efficacy of prayer to saints. 

Giacomo Pastrani of Genoa^ a citizen not abun- 
dant in the gifts of fortune, had however in his 
possession two most valuable and extremely rare 
Ihingi^ a virtuous wife and a picture of his patron 
Saint Giacomo by Leonardo. The wife had long 
Im ill : her malady was expensive ; their sub- 


knows how many it may require P’ said the holy 
man ; " and it is dj^cult to make a prayer which 
the Yixgin has not heard before; perhaps fil&y 
will hardly do. Now fifty crowns would bb little 
fisr such protection.” The invalid, who heard 
the conversation, weijj^ aloud. " Take it, take 
it,” said the husband, and wept too, lifting it 
firopi the nail, and kiwing for the^Jast time the 
glass that covered it. The priest ma^o a geW 
flexion, and did the same. His supplications pre- 
vailed ; the wife recovered. The priest, hearing 
that the picture was very valuable, although the 
master was yet uncertain, and that in Genoa there 
was no artist who could clean it, waited for that 
operation until he went to Milan. Here it was 
ascertained to be the work of Leonardo, and a 
dealer gave him four thousand crowns for it. He 
returned in high glee at whj]^t had happened, and 
communicated it to all his acquaintance. The 
recovered woman, on hearing it, fell sick a^aip 
immediately, and died. Wishing to forget the 
sacrifice of her picture, she 'had prayed no mor(‘ 
to Saint Giacomo ; and the Yirgin, we may pre 
sumc, on that powerful saint’s intercession, had 
abandoned her. - ^ 

Awfiil fact I Mr. Middleton. New mark another 
perhaps more so. I could overwhelm you with a 
crowd of witnesses, 

Middlaton, My dear si;*, I do perceive you could. 

Magliabechi. The saintB in general are more vin- 
dictive than o|jr Lady ; of whose forbearance, not 
i^paccompanied at last by chastisement, I will 
relate to you a memorable example. I have indeed 
nt positive proof that he of whom I am about to 
speak had neglected his prayers to the Yirgin ; 
but, from what he certainly did, it is by no means 
uncharitable to suppose it. He moreover, by this 
action, ^ you will reniark, was the cause why 
others were constrained to omit the salutaiy act 
of supplication as they went along. 

Middleton, I am in susponsk 

Magliabechi. ^Pqptiguous to my own villa there 
is one belonging to Signor Anco-Marzio Natale 
del Eoggio. At the comer of the road was inserted 
in the garden-wall an image of the blessed Yirgin, 
with the bambino in her arms. Anco-Marzio had 
been heard to call it, somewhat hastily, an ugly 
one, and to declare that he would take it down. 
The threat however, for Mveral years, 
carried into execution : at las^it was accompluhed, 
Behold the consequence 1 Robbers climbi^ over 
the wall (would, you believe it !) in the vwry place 
whence Idie effigy had been removed, and upon 
the very night* too of its removal : and Anoo- 
Mansio lost not only the whole crop of hifl lemons, 
none of which had ever been stolen in former 
years, but also a pair of knee-buckles^ which his 
maid servant had taken that occasion of polishing 
with quick lime, and of which he deeply lamented 
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tbe lose, not because a erown could scaroelj have 
replaced them, but because \hey were his fother’s, , 
and he had bequeathed them his last wUl and ’ 
testament to a very dear old friend. 

No reply, no reasoning, can afiect this. I know 
tht fact : 1 visits the spot the next morning : P; 
saw the biK>ken wall: 1 saw^the deaves of the 
lemon-trees under the vases, without a lemon the 
size ot a filbert on the plants. Who delayed the 
mad project so long who permitted it at last ? 
who punished ill and fjr what end'# Never 
fifterward did Anco-Marzio pass an effigy of the | 
blmsed Virgin, but he kissed it again and again 
with ducw reverence, although it were wet with 
whitewash or paint. Every day did he renew the 
fiowers before the one whose tabernacle he had 
violated, placing them where he could bend his [ 
head over them in humble adoration as he re- 1 
turned at night from his business in the city. 
It has indeed been suspected that he once omitted 
this duty ; certain it is, that he once was negligent 
in it. lie acknowledged to me that? coming home 
later than usual, apd desirous of turning the 
corner and reaching the villa as soon as might 
be, it being dusk, he was inclined to execute his 
dut}^ too perfimctoriously, and encountered, in- 
stead of the flowers, bunch of butchers-broom. 
None grows thereabout. I do not insist on this : 
but the lemons, Mr. Middleton ! the thieves, Mr. 
Mickllston I th« breach in the garden-wall, made 
for Jin irreligioiws purpose, and serving to punish 
irreligion. Well may you ponder. These things 
can not occur among you ^glishmen. 

Middleton, Excuse me,|I pray you, my dear sir ! j 
Allowing the people of this country, my wonder i 
was (for indeed I did wonder) that the lemons | 
had never been stolen until that year. • ^ 

MwjlMechi, They never were, I do assure you 
from my own knowledge, for the last thirty. • 
Middleton, The greater of the two miracles lies 
here. 

MiKjliabrchi, Of the two miracles 1 Astonish- 
ment and sudden terror giake us oftentimes see 
things doubly ; for my part, I declare upon my 
conscience I can see but onei 

Middleton, Nor I neither; to speak ingenu- 
ouBly. , , 

Magliahechi, Ha 1 ha ! I comprehend you, and 
perhaps have to blame my deficiency of judgment 
in going a single step aside from the main subject 
of prayer. Now then for it : arm yourself with 
infidelity : ^ew the base metal, as boys do while 
they are whipped, lest they cry out. 

^iS^dleton, 1 am confident, from your present 
goodmumour, that the castigation you meditate 
to inflict oh me will be lenient. He is not com- 
snended who oasts new opinions for men, but he 
who chimes in with old. 

MagUabechi, The wisest of us, Mr. Middleton, 
ean not separate the true from the untrue in 
ereiyUdng. 

Middleton, It required the hand of God himself, 
ia we are Informed, to divide the light from the 
daxkiieM : we can not do it, but we can profit by 


it. What is light we may call ao ; and why not 
,what is dalk? 

Magliabeohi, Would it foil to excite a discon- 
tent in England, if your Parliament should order 
Christmas to be celebrated in April 1 Yet Joseph 
Scaliger, the most learned man that ever existed, 
and among the least likely to be led astray by 
theory, has proved to the satisfaction of many not 
unlearned, that the nativity of our Lord happened 
in that month. 

Middleton. As the matter is indifferent both in 
fact and consequences, I would let it stand. No 
direct or indirect gain, no unworthy end of any 
kind, can be obtained by its continuance : it 
renders men neither the more immoral nor the 
more dastardly : it keeps them neither the more 
ignorant of their duties nor the more^subservient 
to any kind of usurpation. 

Magliahechi. There may be inconveniences in 
an opposite direction. Pride and arroganc^e are 
not the more amiable for the coarseness of their 
garU It is better to wrap up religion in a wafer, 
and swallow it quietly and contentedly, than to 
extract from it all its bittemess, make wry faces 
♦vor it, and quarrel with those who decline the 
delicacy and doubt the utility of the preparation. 
Our religion, like the vast edifices in which we 
celebrate it, seems dark when first entered from 
without. The vision accommodates itself gradually 
to the place ; and we are soon persuaded that we 
see just as much as we should sec. 

Middleton, Be it so : but why admit things for 
which we have no authority, and wliicb we can 
not prove*# I have left unsaid a great deal of 
what i might have said. Not being addicted to 
ridicule, nor capable of sustaining a comic part, 
I never have spoken a word about the bread of the 
angels. 

Magliahechi. God forbid you should ! 

Middleton. Even your own church, I imagine, 
will hardly insist that the bread taken by Chris- 
tians here on earth, in the sacrament of the 
eucharist, is the ordinary or extraordinary sus- 
tinence of angels. Por whatever^ Aiith may 
be, whatever supports it may require, theirs is 
perfect and has received its fruit. 

Maglialmchi. This is specious ; so arc many of 
your thoughts ; but as I ca -inot prove the fact, 
neither can you pro% e ihe contrary^ ; and we both 
perhaps shall act wisely in considering it as a 
phrase of devotion. 

Middleton. I should think so, if the latitude of 
such phrases had not offered too many fifjds of 
battle. But let me hear the miracle with which 
you threatened me. 

Magliahechi. My dear friend, I am now about 
to lay before you a fa<3t universally known in our 
city, and which evinces at once the efficacy of 
prayer, everi where it was irrational, and the con- 
sequence of neglecting it afterward. 

Angiolina Cecci on the day before her nuptials 
took the sacrament most devoutly, and implored 
of our Florentine saint, Maria Bagnesi, to whose 
fiunily she was related, her intervention for three 
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McsglngB : that she might h4vo one child only ; 
that the oawlkre aermtitf, agreed on f3qiially by 
her father and her husband, might be faithfhl to 
her; and lastly that, haring beautiful hair, it 
never might turn grcy« Now mark me. Assured 
of success to her suit by a smile on the counte- 
nance of the saint, she neglected her prayers 
and diminished her alms thencefon^rd. The 
money-box, which Is shaken during the cele- 
bration of mass to recompense the priest for the 
performance of that holy ceremony, was shaken 
aloud before her day after day, and never drew a 
orazia from her pocket. She turned away hw 
face from it, even when the collection was made 
to defray the arrears for the beatification of Bag- 
nesi. Nine months after her marriage she was 
delivered of a female infant. I am afraid she 
expressed seme diac.ontent at the dispensations of 
Providence; for within an hour afterward she 
brought forth another of the same sox. She 
be(rame furious, intractable, desperate; sent the 
babes without seeing them, into the country, as 
indeed our ladies usually do ; and spake slight- 
ingly and maliciously of Saint Maria BagnesL 
Tlie consequence was apuerperal fever, which con- 
tinued several weeks, and was removed at greai 
expense to her family, in masses, wax-candles, 
and processions. Pictures of the Virgin, wherever 
they were found by experience to be of more 
peculiar and more s]) 00 (ly efficacy, were hired at 
heavy charges from the convents : the cordeliers, 
to punish her pride and obstinacy, would not cany 
theirs to the house for less than forty acudt. 

She recovered, admitted her friends to converse 
with her, raised herself upon her pillow, and 
accepted some consolation. At last it was agreed 
by her physicians that she might dress herself 
and eat brains and liver. Probably she was un- 
grateful for a benefit so signal and unexpected ; 
since no sooner did her canierifra comb her hair, 
than off it came by the handful. She then per- 


ceived her error, but, instead of repairiug it, 
abandoned herself to anguish and lamentation. 
Her ca^iere iervlpwte, finding her bald, meagre, 
and ^esore, renewed bis addmdses to the mother 
The husband, with two daughters to provide ibr, 
vthe only two ever reared out of the many en- 
trusted to the same peasants, oounte^ over again 
and again tie d(Sw^, shook his head^^sigl^d 
piteously, and, banging on the image of <Maria 
Bagnesi a i^ver heart of five ounoes^ which, know- 
ing it to liave been stolen, be bought at a cheap 
rate of a Jew on Ponte Yecchio, calculated that 
the least of impending evils was, to purchase an 
additional bed just large enough for one* ^ 
You ponder, Mr. Middleton : you appear aato- 
nished at these visitations : you know my sin- 
cerity : you fully credit me : I can not doubt a mo- 
ment of your conviction : I' perceiVe it marked 
strongly on your countenance* 

Middleton. Indeed, M. Magliabechi, I now dis- 
cover the validity of prayer to e^aints, and the 
danger of neglecting them : recommend me in 
yours to Saint Maria BagnesL* 

Saints in general make a great quantity of oil disap- 
pear ; but Saint Maria Kagnesi on the contrary npde a 
good deal of it come suddenly out of nothing,; as will be 
evident to wht>ever reads Brevek^agguaglio della produ^ 
zione d'oglio iequita o icoperta it di 30 Maggio 1806» net 
vmerabile monaitero degli AngeU e S. Maria- MaddaUna 
de* Pazzi, ad inUrce$tntne della B. M. Bartolommeo-^ 
Bagnesi, Virg, Fior. del terz. Ordirfic. di 8. Bomsnilh* 
Verijicata aute.nticamente per sentefUB% della Curia Arei* 
vesco vite Fiorentina del di 10 Decemhre 1 flOtt The quantiQr 
was not stinted to a flask or two, but filled up to the brim 
an earthen vessel oontsining six or seven barrels, which, by 
order of the Queen of Ktrui^ sister of Ferdinand Vll. of 
Spain, was granted in small quantities to the faithful. 'I'he 
minutest portion of it rubbed on the body, as the book 
attests, ^th theVmple invocation of Saint Maria Bagnesif 
produoea its own miracle. The oourtiers were deeply 
Impressed with this awful verity ; so were some in the 
r^lgiouB orders ; to others It only gave ias oil of old) a 
cheerful countenance ; foir Saint Maria Bagnesi did not 
behxng to tiMni. 


MILTON AND ANDREW MARVEL.* 


MilUfTi. Friend Andrew, I am glad to hear that 
you amuRc yourself in these bad times by the 
composition of a comedy, and that you have 
several yilans in readiness for others. Now let me 
advise you to copy the bettor part of what the 
Greeks and Homans called the old, and to intro- 
duce Bon^s and music, which, suitable as they are 
to Tragedy, are more so to the sister Muse. Fur- 
thermlMre, I could desire to sed a piece modelled 
in every part on the Athenian scheme, with the 
names and characters and manners of times past 
For surely you would not add to the immondity 
of the age, by representing anything of the present 
mode upon the theatre. Although we are more 
abundant in follies, which rather than vices are 
the groundwork of Comedy, we experience less 

Milton had given his opinion In full on government 
nnd religion, and on many kinds of poetry ; what he may 
be supposed to have thought on comedy was wanting. 


disgust in touching those of other ^es than of 
our own ; and in a drama the most ancient would 
have the most fiovelty. I know that all the 
periods and all the nations of the world united, 
have less variety of character than we find in this 
one city : yet, as you write to amuse yourself and 
a few learned friends, I am persuaded you would 
gladly walk out of it for onoe, and sit down to 
delineate a Momus or a Satyr, with at leM|^ 
much oomplaoeupy as a vulgar fopling or a 
coloured buffoon. 

0, Andrew! albeit onr learning raiseth np 
against ns many enemies among the low, "and 
more among the powerfiil, yet doth it invest us 
with grand and glorious privil^es, and oonfor on 
ns a largeness of beatitude. We enter onr studieB 
and eqjoy a sodety which we alone can bring 
togeth^ ; we raise no jealousy by oonveraing with 
one in preference to another : we giro no offbnoo 
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to the moet illustrious hjquestiouing him ss long | MUUm. This indeed is in the manner I would 
as we will, and leaving hMas abruptly. Diver- propose. • 

sity of opinion rai^ no tumult in our presence : Marvel, Yet if it were spoken on our stage, I 
ea^ interlocutor stands before us, speaks or is should be condemned as a man ignorant of the 
silent, and we a^Toum or decide the business at ai1; ; and justly too ; for it accords not with 
our leisure. Nothing is past which we desire to»| its complexion. Inevitable events and natural 
be present > and we eryoy by^ntioipation some- reflections, but reflections not exhibited before, 
like the* power which f imagine we shall and events not expected, pl6|se me better than the 
posseflt hereafter, of sailing on a wish from world mostdemonstrablefacts, the most sober truths, the 
to world. Surely you would turn away as far as moat clever improbabilities, and the most acute 
possible from the degraded state of our countiy: repartees. In comedy we should oftener raise 
you would select any vices* and follies for descrip- poflections than present them, 
tion, rather ihan those that jo.stle us in our countiy- N ow for plot. 

walks, rejium with us to our house-doors, and Intricacy was always held necessaiy on .the 
smirk on us in silks and satins at our churches. modern stage, and the more so when delicacy was 
Come, my old friend, take down your JiortiiB the least. It was however so difficult to make the 
siccus : the live plants you would gather do both audience keep watch and ward for it, and to com- 
stink and sting ; prythee leave them to wither or mand an uninterrupted attention for five whole 
to rot, or to be plucked and collated by more acts, that many of the best writers, from Terence 
rustic hands. to the present ago, have combined two plots. 


Marvel. I eiftertain an utter contempt for the 
populace, whether In robes or tatters; whether 
the face be bedaubed with cinnabar or with dirt 
from the alleys an(f shops. It appears to me, 
however, that there is a.s much difference between 
tragifly and comedy as between the heavens and 
the clouds ; and fchat^comedy draws its life from 
its mobility. We must take manners as we find 
= ’"^them, and copy from the individual, not the spe- 
into which fault M(mandcr fell and seduced 
jiis mllowers. The characters whereon he raised 
4is glory are trivial and contemptible. 

l>um ftillax Hervuit, durus fitter, iinproba leiia 
Vivi'nt. dum iiu-rotrix liliindn, Monandor erit. 

His wisdom towered high above them, and he 
cbthed with smiles wliat Euripide^ charged with 
spleen. The beauty of his moral sentenees was 
hurtful to the spirit of comedy, and I am convinc^h 
tlut, if we could recover his works, wc should find 
thtm both less facetious and less dramatic than 
th^se of Plautus. Onco, by way of experiment, I 
atjempted to imitate his manner, us far as 1 could 
ju4ge of it from the fragments we possess. I will 
gije you a specimen : it is the best I ha'fe. 

Frbn<lhhip, tnotich Hucot’stiivc stage of life, 

As wo approach him, varies to the view: 

In youth he wears the face of Love himself, 

Of Love without his arrows Hiid€iii«wingg ; 

Soon afterward with Bacohus and with Pan 
Thouhndest him, or hearest him resign 
To some dog-pastor by the quiet fire, 

(With much good-will and jocubu- adieu) 

His Hgew«m mule or brokenht'aned steed, 
ly not, as thou wert wont, to his embrace, 
kst, after one long yawning givze, he swejir 
lou art the best good follow in the world, 

Ut he bad quite forgotten thee, by Jove ! 
r laughter wag his newly. bearded chin 
kt reco)h«ction of bis childish hours. 

SUt wouldst thou see, young man, his latest form, 
^hen e*t»n this laughter, e’en this memory fails ? 
look at yon figtree statue, golden once, 
is all would deem it rottenness falls out 
At every little chipk the w orms have made, 
if thou triest to lift it up.Hgain 
Ij breaks upon thee. Leave it, touch it not, 
livery lightness would encumber thee: • 

C)me, thou hast seen it i *tis enough ; away ! 


hoping that what is twisted together will untwst 
together, and leaving a great deal to the goodness 
of I^ovidence, and to the frith and charity of 
their fellow creatures. 

^'Milton. True enough. Your plotters bring many 
great changes into many whole frmilies, and some- 
times into several and distant countries, within the 
day ; and, what is more difficult and incredible, 
send off all parties well satisfied, excepting one 
scape-goat. For my own share I am contented 
with seeing a fault wittily rebuked and checked 
effectually, and think that surprising enough, con- 
I sidering the time employed in doing it, without 
I the formation of attachments, the begetting or 
finding of children, bickerings, buffetings, deaths^ 
marriages, distresses, wealth again, love again, 
whims and suspicions, shaking heads, and shaking 
hands. These things arc natural, 1 confess it; 
but one would rather breathe between them, and 
I perhaps one would think it no bad husbandry to 
put some of them off until another season. The 
combination of them, marvellous it appears, is 
less difficult to contrive than to credit. 

Marvel. I have always been an idl<) man, and 
have read or attended the greater fsxt of the plays 
that are extant, and will venture to affirm that^ 
exclusive of Shakspeare’s and some Spanish pieces 
never represented nor translated, there are barely 
half a dozen plots among them, comic and tragic. 
So that it is evidently a much easier matter to 
run over the usual variations, than*to keep entirely 
in another tune, and to raise up no recollections. 
Both in tragedies and comedies the changes are 
pretty similar, and nearly in the same ‘places. 
You perceive the turns and windings of the road 
a mile before you, and you know exactly the pre- 
cipice down which the hero or heroine must fall. 
You can discover with your naked eye, who does 
the mischief and who affords the help ; where the 
assassin bursts forth with the dagger, and where 
the old gentleman shakes the crabstick over the 
shoulder of his dissolute nephew. 

MiUon. I do not wish direction-posts to perplex* 
ities and intrigues: I oppose this agrarian lair« 
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this general incloaure act ; I would no| att/uinpt to 
square the circle of poetiy : and am avowedly a 
noiyuror to the doctrine of grace and predestina- 
tion in the drama. 

Marvel In my project, one actioif leads to and 
brings about another, naturally but not necessarily. ' 
The event is the confusion of the evil-doer, whose 
machinations are tk 3 sole means of accomplishing 
what their motion seemed calculated to thwart 
and overthrow. No character is introduced that 
doth not tend toward the devolopement of the 
plot ; no one is merely prompter to ^ witticisirif 
or master of the ceremonies to a repartee. 

Characters in general are made subservient to 
the plot : here the plot is made subservient to the 
characters. All are real: I have only invited 
them to mectj and bestowed on them those abili- 
ties for conversation, without which a comedy 
might be very natural, but would not possess the 
nature of a comedy. I expose only what arises 
from the headiness of unruly passions, or is pre- 
cipitated by the folly that verges upon vice.» This 
exposure is in the corner of a room, not in the 
stocks nor in the market-place. Comedy with 
me sits in an easy chair, as Menander is rcpjc- 
sented by the statuary : for it is as possible to be 
.too busy on tbe scenic theatre as it is on the 
theatre of life. To those who admire the double 
plot and the machinery of the rope-walk, I only 
say, “ Go to my betters whom you have so long 
neglected ; carry off from them as much as you can 
bear ; you arc then welcome in rip up my sheet, 
and to sew a scene in wherever the needle will go 
through. In this manner, the good may be made 
acceptable by the new, and the new can be no 
loser by the good,” 

MiUon. You say nothing about the chorus. I 
have introduced it, you know, in ray Samson 
Agonietes, and intend to bring it forward in my 
Macbeth. 

Marvel. Dear John ! thou art lucky in having 
escaped two Stuarts ; and luckier wilt thou be if 
thou escapest one Macbeth. Oontend with Homer, 
but let Sfeikspeare rest: drop that work; pry thee 
drop it for ever : thou mayest appear as high as 
he is (for who can measure either of you ?) if thou 
wilt only stand some way off’ 

In tragedy the chorusses were grave people, 
called upon, or ready without it, to give advice 
and consolation in cases of need. To set them 
singing and moralising amid the dolefullest emer- 
gencies, when the poet shouldbereportingprogrese, 
is likij sticking a ballad upon a turnstile to hasten 
folks on. Tl»c comic poet called out his regular 
chorus, in iniitiition of the tragic, till the genius 
of Menander took a middle flight between Aristo- 
phanes ’and Euripides. Comedy had among the 
ancients her ovations, but not her triumphs. 

Milton. Menander’s form, which the Homans 
and French have imitated, pleases me less than 
the older. He introduced better manners, but 
employing no variety of verse, and indulging in 
few salties of merriment, 1 incline to believe that 
Im more frequently Instmcted than entertained. 


In the joyous glades of Aristophanes the saiiyn 
did not* dance without the nymphs, and in the 
rich variety of ifie festival the purest and most 
refreshing water was mixed with the most spark- 
ling wine. If it were not tedious to continue or 
take up again a metaphor, I should say that all 
the fruit of Jonsot, and those like^him, is mashed 
and mealy ; and, where there is any flavift^ 
it is the strong flavour of fermentation or of 
muBtiness. 

The verse itself of i^ristophanes is a dance of 
Bacchanals : one can not read it with composure. 
He had, however, but little true wit, whatever jaay 
be asserted to the contrary. There is <abundmio6 
of ribaldry, and of that persecution by petulance 
which the commonalty call banter. 

Marvel. He takes delight in ^mocking and 
ridiculing the manner of Euripides. In my opinion, 
if a modern may form one npon the subject, he 
might mth his ingenuity have sejzed more points 
to let his satire lighten on, and have bent them to 
his purpose ^ith more dexterity and address, 

MilUm. His ridicule on the poetry is misplaced, 
on the manners is inelegant Euripides was not 
I less wise than Socrates, nor less tender thai 
Sappho. There is a tenderness which elevates 
the genius : there is also a** tenderness which cor- 
rupts tbe heart. The latter, like every impurity, 
is easy to communicate ; the former is difficult jo 
conceive. Strong minds alone pdksess it ; vlmu^Hr 
minds alone value it. I hold <t abominable 
turn into derision what is excellent. To render 
undesirable what ought to be desired, is the most 
mischievous and diabo^'cal of malice. To exhitut 
him as contemptible, who ought, according to ^he 
conscience of the exhibitor, to be respected md 
^everdd, is a crime the more odious, as it cau be 
committed only by violence to his feelings, against 
the reclamations of Justice, and among the strug- 
gles of Yirtue. And what is the tendency ofthis 
brave exploit *1 To cancel the richest legacy ihat 
ever was bequeathed lo him, and to prove hispwu 
bastardy in relation tq the most illustrious ot his 
species. If it is disgraceful to demolish or obli- 
terate a tombstone over the body of the |ioat 
obscure among the dead, if it is an actioii fbr 
which a boy jvojild be whipped as guilty ol the 
worst idleness and mischief, what is it to oveAum 
the monument that Gratitude has erect^ to 
Genius, and to break the lamp that is lightel by 
Devotion over against the image o4 Level iThe 
writings of the wise are the only riches oujJ pos- 
terity can not squander: why depreciate 
To Antiquity again ; but afar from AristopL 

Marvel. Our admiration of Antiquity is * part 
extraneous from her merits : yet even thiif part, 
strange as the assertion may appear, well 
founded. We learn many things from the ancients 
which it cost them no trouble to teach, anc upon 
which they employed no ima^nation, no le^uig, 
no time. Those among us who have oopiejtkem, 
have not succeeded. To produce any efeet on 
morals or on manners, or indeed to attract apy 
attention, which, whatever be the pretext is the 
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• {friiMipal if not the oiiIj*aiin of most writers, and but resembles him more than an^ other of the 
certainly of all the comic, ilo must employ the ^cients. liI reading him and Terence, my delight 
language and consult the habits V our age. We arises not so materWly from the aptitude of cha- 


may introduce a song without retrospect to the 
old comedy; a moral sentence, without authority 
from the new. The characters, even on their 
impi0?ed and gprified stage, wore, we know/ of so 
▼uljaufitfl uhcleanly a cast, that, with all, their 
fine r^ections, there was something like the shirt 
of LaiaruB patched with the purple of Dives. Do 
not imagine 1 am a detract(g‘ from the gloiy of our 
teachers, from their grace, their elegance, and 
theip carefdl weeding away of tiny starvling 
thoughts, 4hat higher and more succulent may 
have room. 

MUUm. No, Marvel, no. Between their poetry 
and ours you* perceive as great a difference as 
between a rose and a dandelion. There is, if I 
may express myself so, without pursuing a meta- 
phor till it fallj exhausted at my feet, a sort of 
refreshing odour flying off it perpetually; not 
enough to oppress or to satiate; nothing is beaten 
or bruised ; nothings smells of the stalk ; the 
flower itself is half-concealed by the Genius of it 
hoveij^ng round. Write on the same principles 
as guided them. 

Marvel. Yea; but \ would not imitate them 
farther. I will not be pegged down to any plot, 
nor follow any walk, howeter well rolled, where 
tM persons of tflo drama can not consistently lead 
(he way. • 

MilUm. Reasonable enough : but why should 
not both comedy and tragtMly be sometimes so 
disciplined as may hotter jjit them for our closets ? 
I allow that their general iiitention is for action : 
it is also the nature of odes to be accompanied by 
voices and instruments. I only would suggest to 
you that a man of learning, with a genius suited 
to comedy, may as easily found it upon antiquity 
as the tragedian of equal abilities his tragedy, and 
that the one might be made as acceptable to the 
study as the other to the stage. I would not 
hamper you with rules anj precedents. jDomply 
with no other laws or limits than such as are 
necessary to the action. There may be occasion 
for songs, and there may not ; beside, a poet may 
be capable of producing a goo^ ^omedy who is 
mcap^le of composing a tolerable stanza; and, 
on the other hand, Pindar himself might have 
been lost in a single scene. 

Ma/rvd. ffrue : but toll me, friend John, are 
yem really serious in your proposal of interspersing 
a antiquated words, that my comedy may be 
aoei)|able to the readers of Plautus and Terencel 
This I hear. 

MiUon. I have, on several occasions, been a 
sofiTerer by the delivery of my sentiments to a 
friend. Antiquated words, used sparingly and 
oharacteristicaUy, give often a force, and always a 
gmyity, to composition. It is not every compo- 
iition that admits them: a comedy TTioy in one 
character, but cnarily and choicely. 

There is in Plautus a great fund of language 
•nddf wit : he is fiur removed from our Shakspeaxe, 


racier and expression, as from a clear and unob- 
structed insight into the feelings and manners of 
|*those ancient times, and .an admission into the 
conversations to which Scipio and Ijmlius attended. 

You will carefully observ# the pi’oper and 
requisite unities, not according to the wry rigour 
of our neighbours, who never take up an old idea 
without some extravagance in its application. 
We would not draw out a conspiracy in the pre- 
sence of those who are conspired against ; nor hold 
it needful tc call a council of postilions, before wc 
decide on the distance we may allow to our heroes 
between the acts. Let others treat them as 
monkeys and parrots, loving to hear them chatter, 
tied by the leg. The music renders a removal of 
twenty or thirty miles, during the action, probable 
enough, unless you take out your watch, and look 
upon it while you are listening. In that case, 
although you oblige the poet to prove the pedigree 
of the horses, and to bring witnesses that such 
horses might go thus far without drawing bit, 
ywir reasons are insufficient by fifty minutes or 
an hour. 

The historical dramas of Shakspeare should be 
designated by that name only, and not bo called 
tragedies, lest persons who reflect little (and how 
few reflect much 1) should try them by the rules 
of Aristoteles; which would be as absurd as to try 
a gem upon a touchstone. Shakspeare, in these 
particularly, but also in the rest, can only be 
relished by a people which retains its feelings and 
character in perfection. The French, more than 
any other, are transmuted by the stream that runs 
over them, like the baser metals. Beautiful poems, 
in dialogue too, may be composed on the greater 
part of a life, if that life be eventful, and if there 
be a proper choice of topics. Votivd veluti de- 
picta tahelld. 

No other than Shakspeare hath ever yet been 
able to give unceasing interest to similar i/ieees : 
but he has given it amply to such as's? derKtaud 
him. Sometimes his levity (we hear) is misplaced. 
Human life is exhibited not only in its calamities 
and its cares, but in the gay unguarded hours of 
ebullient and confident prorr>crity ; and we are 
the more deeply intciosted in the reverses of 
those whose familiarity we have long enjoyed, and 
whose festivity we have recently partaken. 

Marvel. Now, what think yon about the num- 
ber of acts ? 

MilUm. There is no reason, in nature or in art, 
why a drama should occupy five. Be assured, my 
friend Andrew, the fifth-act-men will hereafter be 
thought as absurd os the fifth-monarehy-men. 
The number of acts should be optional, like the 
number of scenes, and the division of thoL i should 
equally be subordinate to the convenience of the 
poet in the procession of his events. In respect to 
duration, nothing is requisite or reasonable but 
that it should not loiter nor digress, and that it 
should not exhaust the patience nor disappoint 
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the expectation of the audieAce. Drama tista have 
gone to work in this business with so ‘much less of 
wisdom than cf system, that I question, w^hen they 
say a comedy or tragedy mfive axis, whether they 
should not rather say in five 3cems>; whether, in • 
hictj.the scones should not designate the division«/| 
and the acts the subdivisions ; for the sceiie usually 
changes to constitute a new act, and when a fresh , 
actor on tors wo usually call it a new scene. I do j 
not speculate on anyone canying the identity j 
of place str'KtIly throughout a whole performance, 
leiistofail, a tragedy, unless for the purpose^ of 
ridiculing some late French critics. As a tragedy 
must (jonsist of opposite counsels and unforeseen 
©vents, if the author should exhibit his whole 
action in one hall or chamber, he would be laughed 
to scorn. Comedy is not formed to astonish : she 
neither expects nor wishes great changes. Let 


her argue rarely ; lot her remark lightly ; if die . 
reasons^too well, he^* audience will leave heti and 
reflect upon it. Those generally are the xneel 
temperate who have large and well-stored oellati* 
You have eveiything at home, Andrew, and need 
not step out of your way. Those show that they 
possess much whp^hold much back. 

Marvel. Be not afraid of me i^l^wiQciet^feish 
my characters forward, and make them ati&e moat 
one upoq another when they are best acquainted. 
The union of wisdom with humour is unexpected 
enough for me. 1 n^uld rather see it than the 
finest piece of arras slit asunder, or the noheat 
screen in Christendom overturned;, than the 
cleverest trick that was ever played among the 
scenes, or than a marriage that should surprise me 
like an Abyssmian’s wi& a Laplander. 


WASHINGTON AND FRANKLIN. 


WiitUnijiitn, Well met again, my friend Benja- 
min! Never did I sec you, I think; in better 
health: Paris does not appear to have added a 
single day to your age. I hope the two years you 
have spent there for us, were spent as pleasantly 
to yourself as they have been advantageously to 
your country. 

FrmiMui. Pleasantly they were spent indeed, 
but, you may well suppose, not entirely without 
anxiet}’. J thank God, however, that all tliia 
is over. 

Tr<r,,s/(' ■}!. Y i!S, Benjamin, let us rciidor thanks 

to the Disposer of evenly, under whom, by the for- 
titude, the wisdom, and the endurance of our Con- ; 
gresH, the allairs of America are brought at last to ! 
a triumphant issue I 

Franklin. Do not refuse the share of merit due 
to yourself, which is perhaps the largest. ' 

Wa^hwijton. I am not of that opinion : if I were, 

I might acknowledge it to you, although not to 
others. Suppose me to have made a judicious 
choice in ,my measures, the Congress then made 
a judicious choice in me so that whatever praise 
may be allowed me, is at best but secondary. 

Frank/ iit. I d(j not believe that the remainder of j 
the world contains so many men who reason rightly | 
as New England. Serious, religious, peaceable, j 
inflexil)ly jiist and courageous, their stores of] 
intellect are not squandered in the regions of fancy, 
nor in the desperate ventures of new-found and 
metaphysics, but warehoused and kept 
sound *at home, and ready to be brought forth in 
good and wdiolesome condition at the first demand. 
Their ancestors had aliaiidoncd their estates, their 
lamilies, and their country, for the attainment of 
peace and freedom ; and they themselves were 
ready to traverse theviist wildernesses of an unex- 
plored continent, rather than submit; to that moral 
degradation which' alone can satisfy the caprici- 
oiisness of despotism. Their gravity is converted 
.into enthusiasm : even those among them who 
never in cldldhood itself expressed by speech or 


countenance a sign of admiration, express it 
strongly in their old age at your exploits. 

Washitnjton. Beiyamin, one would imagine that 
we both had been educated in 'courts,, and that I 
were a man who could give, and you a man who 
could ask. Prythee, my friend, be a philosopher 
in somewhat more than books and bottles, and, as 
you have learned to manage the blonds and^ght- 
nings, try an experiment on the management of 
your fancies. I declare on my conscience I do not 
know what I have done extraordinary, unless we 
are forced to acknowledge, from the examples to 
which we have been accustonied, that it is extra- 
ordinary to possess power and remain honest. I 
l^elievi. it may be : but this was a matter of reflec- 
tion with me : by serving my country 1 gratified 
Liy heart and all its wants. Perhaps I am not so 
happy a creature as he who smokes his pipe on 
the bench at the tavern-door ; yet I am as happy 
as my slow blood allows ; and I keep my store of 
happincBB in the sa^pe temperature the whole 
year round, by the double casement of activity 
and integrity. 

Franklin. 1 do not assert that there never was ft 
general who disppBcd his army in the d^y of battle 
with skill equal to yours : which, in many in- 
stances, must depend almost as much on his ad- 
versary as on himself : hut I assert that no man 
ever displayed such intimate knowledge of his 
whole business, guarded so frequently and so 
eflectually against the impending iniin of his 
forces, and showed himself at once so cireux^^t 
and so daring. To have inoculated one of 
your troops under the eye of the enemy . . 

Washingtort. Those actions are great, which re- 
quire great calculation, and succeed in consequence 
of its correctness : those alone, or nearly alone, ore 
called BO, which succeed without any. I knew the 
Bupineness of the British general, his uttef 
ranee of his profession, his propensity to gaming, 

I to drinking, in short to alt the camp vices. 1 
took especial care that he should be Infonned of 
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lay inteatioa to attailfk him, on the very day | employment. RepSblicB, on the contrary, shouU 
when my army was, from the nature of its dis- punish the> first offence with fine and impriHon- 
.temper, the most disabled. Instead of anticipating 'ment, the second with a public whipping and a* 
me, which this intelligence, credited as it was, year’s hard labour, the third with deportation, 
would have induced a more skilfhl man to do, he Wmbhujum. As you please in monarchies and 
kept his troops unremittingly on the alert, and he^^ republics : but prythee say nothing of them in 
kdmself is reported to have be^ solder three days mixed governments : do not affront the oarllost 
The money which he ought to have coac^utors and surest reliaij^eos of our common- 
empRiyed in obtaining just and necessary infor- wealth. The leaders of party in England are in- 
mation/4iie lost at cards ; and when he jie^ that clined to play ; and what was a cartouche hut 
I had ventured to inoculate my army, and tliat the yesterday will make a rouleau to morrow, 
soldiers had recovered, he fittle imagined that half ^Franfdiu. Pill it then with base money, or you 
the number was at that moment under the foil udll he overreached, little as is the danger to he 

apprehended from them in any higher specuei^ of 
Attribute up small portion of our success to the calculation. They arc persons of some repute for 
only invariable policy of England, which is, to eloquence ; hut if I conducted a newspaper in that 
sweep forward to the head of her armaments the 1 country, I should think it a wild speculation to 
grubs of rott& boroughs and the droppings of the j pay the wiser of them half-a-crown a-day for his 
gaming-table; and, Beiyamin, be assured that, | most elaborate composition. When either shall 
although men of eminent genius have been guilty | venture to publish a history, or even a speech of 
of all other vifces, none worthy of more than a | his own, his talents will then be appreciated justly, 
secondary name has ever been a gamester. Either Qod grant (for our differences have not yet an- 
an excess of avarice, or a deficiency of what in | nihilated the remembrance of our relationship) 
physics is called excitability, is the cause of it : | that England may never have any more painful 
neither of which can exist in the same bosom with ; proofs, any more lasting documents, of their incur' 
genllis, with patriotism, or with virtue. Clive, paeity. Since we Americans can suffer no farther 
the best English general since Marlborough and from them, I speak of them with the same iiulif- 
Peterborough, was apparently an exception : hut ference and equanimity as if they were among 
he fell not into this degrading vice until he was the dead. 

ifmpved from ^the sphere of exertion, until his ' Washington. But come, come : the war is 
abilities had begun to decay, and his intellect in ended : God he praised ! Objections }»avc been 
some measure to be deranged. ’ made against our form of government, and as- 

Franklin. I quite agree with you in your main j sertions have been added that the republican is ill- 
proposition, and see no exception to it in Clive, adapted to a flourishing or an extensive country, 
who was more capable of ruining a country than | We know from the experience of Holland that it 
of raising one.* Those who record that chess was i not only can preserve but can make a country 
invented in the Trojan war, would "have informed , flourishing, when Nature herself' has multi- 
us if Ulysses, Agamemlon, or Diomedes e^r plied the impediments, and when ihc cavfb and 
played at it ; which however is usually done wi|;h- 1 all the elements have (conspired against it. De- 
outa «take, norcan itbecallcdinanywayagameof 1 monstration is indeed yet wanting that a very 
chani.e. Gustavus Adolphus, and Eugene of Savoy, | extensive territory is best governed by its people: 
and Marlborough, and Frederick of Prussia, and j reason and sound common-sense are the only 
Charles XII. of Swedem and William III. of ; vouchers. Many may fancy they have an Interest 
England, had springs and movements vithin ! in seizing what is another’s ; hut supply no man 
themselves, which did not require to he wound up can suppose that he has any in rulniug or alieuat- 
eveiy night. They deemed it indecorous to he ing his own. 

selvages to an ell of green cloth, and scandalous to Franklin. Confederate states, under one Prosi- 
cast upon a card what would covei*^a whole countiy ! dent, will never be all at onoo, or indeed in great 
with plenteousnesB. j part, deprived of their freedom. 

Gaming is the vice of those nations which are Washington. Adventurers may aspire to the. 
too effeminat^to be barbarous, and too depraved supreme power illegally ; but none can expect 
to he civili^df and which unite the worst qualities that the majority will sacrifice their present inter- 
of both conditions ; as for example, the rags and ests to his ambition, in confidence or hope of 
llfcq^ Naples, its lazzaroni and other titulars. The greater. He never will raise a standing afmy who 
Mailijrs, I acknowledge, are less effeminate, and in . can not point out the probable means of paying it, 
all respects less degx^ed, and still are gamesters: | which no one can do here ; nor will a usurper rise 
hut gaming with the Malays is a substitute for I up anywheie, unless there are mines to tempt the 
betel; the Neapolitan games on a full snuff-box. adventurous and avaricious, or estates to parcel 
Monarchs should encourage the practice, as the out with labourers to cultivate them, or slaves to 
Capets have done constantly : for it brings the seduce and embody, or treasures to confiscate, 
idle and rich into their oapit^, holds them from Franklin. The objections hear much more 
other intrigues and firom more active parties weightily against monarchal and mixed govern- 
makes many powerfol fomilies dependept, and ments: bemuse these, in wide dominions, m 
eatMes young officers who would otherwise want always oompoaed of pavis at variance in privilife^ 
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and interests, in manners an(i opinions, and the 
inhabitants ii which are not unreluofiant to be 
^employed one against the other. Hence, while 
we Americans leave our few soldiers to the states 
where they were levied, the kings of Europe will 
cautiously change the quarters of theirs, and send 
them into provinces as remote as possible. When 
they have ceased to have a home, they have ceased 
to ^vc a country : fSr all affinities are destroyed 
by breaking the nearest: Thrones are constructed 
on the petrifaction of the human heart. 

Wa»lhM(fU>n. Lawless ambition has no chance 
whatcvc-* of success where there are neither great 
standing armies nor great national debts. Where 
either of those exist, freedom must waste away 
and perish. We are as tar from the one as from 
the otlier. 

Fra) klin, Dangers grow familiar and unsus- 
pected slight causes may produce them, even 
names. Suppose a man calling another his sub- 
ject, and having first received from him marks of 
defen^nce, and relying on his good-temper and 
passh eness, and exerting by degrees more* and 
more iutliority over him, and leaving him at last 
to th care and protection of his son or grandsom 
We are well acquainted with the designation^ 
but wo are ignorant liow deeply it cuts into the 
metal. After a time a shrewd jurist will instruct 
the a'*bject in his duties, and give him arguments 
and name itself. What so 

irrofrugable! 

Tb . Latin language, which answers so nearly 
all 0 ir demands upon it from its own resources, 
or, not having quite wherewithal, borrows for us 
a trj de from the Greek, neither can give us nor 
helj. us to find, directly or circuitously, a word 
for SvhdituSf the terra in use, is not 

La jn in that sense, whether of the golden, the 
sil ver, or the brazen age : it means subslUui^ 
primarily, and then svJbdued or ssvihjecUd, Yet 
people own themselves to be subjects who would 
l>4i outrageous if you called them vassals ; an ap- 
pellation quite as noble. 

Poetry, closing her eyes, has sung until people 
Alcpt over it, tluit liberty is never more perfect or 
more safe than under a mild monarch : history 
tcaclies us the contrary. Where princes are abso- 
lute, more tyranny is committed under the mild 
than under the austere : for the latter are jealous 
of power and cntnist it to few. The mild delegate 
it inconsiderately to many : and the same easiness 
of temper which allows them to do so, permits 
their ministers and those under them to abuse 
the trimt with impunity. Tt has been said that in 
a democracy there are many despots, and that in 
a kingdom there can be one only. This is false : 
in a republic the tyrannical temper creates a 
check to itself in the very person next it; but in 
a monarchy all entnisted with power become 
tyrannical by a nod from above, whether the nod 
be of approbation or of drowsiness. Royalty not 
only is a monster of more heads, but also of more 
claws, and sharper. 

It is amusing to find us treated as visionaries. 


All the gravest nations haye been republics, both 
in ancient times and ^in modem. I shall belim 
that a kihg is beti^.r than a republic, when I find 
that a single tooth in a head is better than a lol^ 
and that in its soUtariness there is a warrant to 
jits strength and soundness. 

Wadiln^on.^ Many have begun to^predict oor 
\ future greatness : ^ ^n tot, no natiomis ever^grMj||nr 
than at the time when it recovers its fireedommoa 
under one apparently more powerfhl. America 
will never'have to make again such a straggle as 
she made in 1775, aild never can make one so 
glorious. A wide territory does not constitute 'a 
great people, nor does enormous wealthy nor dOes 
excessive population. The Americans are ht pre- 
sent as great a people as we can expect them to 
be in future. Can we hope that they will be more 
virtuous, more unanimous, more coulageous, more 
patriotic ? They may become more learned and 
more elegant in their manners : but these advan- 
tages are only to be purchased by paying down 
others equivalent. 

Franklin. All acquisitions, to be advantageous 
must have some mart and vdnt. Elegance grows 
familiar with venality. Learning may perhaps 
be succeeded by a Church-Establishment ; a& in 
stitution perversive of tho8e«.on which the govern- 
ment of America is constructed. Erudition (as 
we use the word) hegiqii with societies, and ends 
with professions and orders. Prit^ts and law;jnQ^ 
the flics and wasps of ripe and rjpening commn- 
nities, may darken and disturb America. A few 
of these (we will allow) are necessary ; many are, 
of all the curses that the world is subject to, the 
most pernicious. These guardians have been 
proved in every country the poitfoners of their 
wards, Jjaw and Religion. They never let us 
cliist long together in an equable and genial tem- 
pqfature : it is either at fever heat or at zero. 

IVoithingion. The solid sense of our people, their 
speculative habits, their room for enterprise 
around home, and their distance from Europe 
ensure to them, if not a long continuance of 
peace, e^iemption from luch wars as can aflect in 
a material degree their character or their pros- 
perity. We might have continued the hostilities, 
until a part or even the whole of Canada had 
been ceded to us. ^ The Congress has done, what, 
if my opinion had been a^ed, I should have 
urgently recommended. Let Canada be oun 
when she is cultivated and enrich^; let not the 
fruit bo gathered prematurely; indbedlet it nevei 
be plucked; let it fall when our bosom can hold 
it. This must happen within the contun^;io 
come ; for no nation is, or ever has be6% so&to- 
lerably vexatious to its colonies, its dependenrias, 

* Of the Americans in late years Madame de StaSl saya 
There is a people which wilt one dap be very preaU pUding 
her fine impressive pen on the broad rude marie of the 
vulgar, who measure greatness by the standard of aggrwk 
Sion. America was never so great as on the day when She 
declared her independence, and never will be greater t 
althottglh she will constitute two great empirea mme 
powerful and more imassallable than any now existing* 
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^Wid itB coaqucBts, aB the-,Bfitish. I have known 
’perdOnally tseveral Governors^ ipaiiy^of them honest 
and sensible men^ many of them af mild and easy 
character; but I never knew one, nor ever heard 
of any from older officers, who attempted to con- 
ciliate the affections, or systematically to promote 
the interests;^ of the governed^ Liberality has 
beexmi^ioxj^y extended to th6m; the liberality 
of a mS&ter toward a slave, and only after grievous 
sufferings. Services have then been exacted, not 
hard perhaps in themselves, but in a manner to 
cancel all recollection and deaden all sense of 
kindness. The French and Spaniards act dif- 
fererffcly : t^ey extract advantage from their un- 
disturbed possessions, appealing to the generosity 
of their children, and softening their commands 
by kind offices and constant attentions. Where- 
ever a French* regiment is quartered, there are 
balls and comedies ; wherever an English, there 
arc disturbances in the street, and duels. Give 
the Spaniard a bull fight, and you may burn his 
miner at the stake, commending him to the God 
of Mercy in a cassock painted with the flames of 
hell. The English (ana we their descendants are 
mos^deBerving of the name) require but justice ; 
whatefbr comes as a favour comes as an affront. 
To what a pit(ffi then «must our indignation be 
excited, when we are not permitted even to pay 
that which is required of us# unless we present it 
witj^Jio left hand, or upon the nose, or from our 
knees amid the n^re ! The orators of the British 
parliament, while they are colouring this inso- 
lence and injustice, keep the understanding of 
the people at tongue’s leugi*h. 

Franklin, In good truth then the separation is 
no narrow one. I have been present while some 
of them have thrown up the most chaffy stuff two 
hours together, and have never called for a glass' 
of water. This is thought the summit of ability,, 
and he who is capable of performing it, is deemed 
capable of ruling the east and west.* The rich 
families that govern this assembly, have made us 
independent; they have given us thirteen pro- 
vinces, and they will people them all foi'usin 
less than fifty years. !l^ligious and grave men, 
for none are graver or more religious than the 
beaten, are praising the loving-mercies of God, in 
loosening from their necks the mI1l-5ione of Ame- 
rica. What a blessing to throw aside such an 
extent of coast, which of itself would have re- 
quired an immei^ navy for its defence I No one 
dreams that fingfend, in confederacy with Ame- 
rica, would have been so strong in sailors, in 
porlt,^ naval stores, as to have become (I do not 
say will good management, I say in spite of bad) 
not invincible only, but invulnerable. 

WaMmjtov. If she turns her attention to the 
defects of her administration in all its branches, 
she may recover not much less than she has lost. 
Look at the nations of Europe, and point out one, 
desiK>tic or free, of which so large a portion is so 

* Pitt may be fxunplimented on his oratory in the words 
wnerewith Anaoreon oongratulates the tettinx, AswAki 


barbarous and wretched aa the Irish. The ooii» 

try is more fertile than Britain ; the iiili.\bitanta 
are heathy, strong, courageous, faithful, patriotic, 
and quick of apprehension. No quality is want- 
ing which constitutes the respectability of a state; 
yet, from centuries of misrule, they are in a con- 
dition more hopeless than any other nation or 
tribe upon the globe, civilized or savage. 

Franklin. There is only one Sirect way to bring 
them into order, and that appears so rough it 
never will be trodden. The chief misery arises 
from the rapacity of the gentry, as they are styled, 
ancT the nobility, who, to avoid the trouble of 
collecting their rents from many poor tenants, 
and the greater of hearing their complaints, have 
I leased their properties to what are called middle- 
men. These harass their inferiors in the exact 
I ratio of their industry, and drive them into de- 
I speration. Hence slovonlmess and drunkenness ; 
for the appearance of ease and comfort is an 
allurement to avarice. To pacify and reclaim the 
people, leases to middle-men must be annulled ; 
every Cultivator must have a lease for life, and (at 
the option of his successor) valid for as many 
years afterward as will amount in the whole to 
twenty-one. The extent of ground should be 
proportionate to his family and big means. To 
underlet land should be punished by law as re- 
graling. 

Washington. Authority would here be strongly 
exercised, not tyrannically, which never can be 
asserted of plans sanctioned by the representa- 
tives of a people, for the great and perpetual 
benefit of the many, to the small and transient 
inconvenience of the few. 

Franklin. Auxiliary to this reform should be 
one in church-livings. They should all embrace as 
nearly as possible the same number of communl* 
cants. Suppose three thousand souls under each 
cure : a fourth part would consist of the infirm, 
and of children not yet prepared for the reception 
of doctrine. The service, as formerly, should be 
shorter, and performed thrice each Sunday : so 
that all might in turn be present, and that great 
concourse would be avoided, which ^frequently is 
the prelude to licentiousness and brutality. Abo- 
lish ing tithes, selling the property' of the crown, 
of the church, and of coiporations, I would esta- 
blish a fund sufficient to allow each clergyman, in 
addition to his house, one hundred and forty 
pounds annually. Each would be remunerated, 
not for his profession, but for services done to- 
ward the state by his attention to the morals of 
his communicants. If the people pay forty pounds 
for taking up a felon, would they not willingly 
pay four times as much for reclaiming a dozen ? 

Waehington, I do not know ; for we must never 
argue that men or their rulers are the likelier to 
do a thing because it is rational or useful. If 
ever the poorer clergy are rendered more com- 
fortable, it wiU be only when the richer are afraid 
of losing a part of their usurped dominions. 
English and Irish bishops, who possess ten and 
twelve thousand a year, wUl be the las* to relieve 
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the neceteitieft of their bretb'OJi : and th^'ir self- be diverted by colpni8a|ion, or oocopied Ott ihe 
iahness will not alienate from Ibem those who Are seas by coinmerce,| Mannl^tnres tend^^: 
habituated to long abusea The fine Jinen of terioratP the speg^ies, but be^n by humanising it. 
popeiy sticks close to the skin : and there is Happy those Countries which have occasion for 
much of it in the wardrobe of the English church, little more of them than may supply the home 
On all subjects I can talk dispassionately^ and«| consumption ! National debts are evils^ not so 
perhaps the most so on that topic which renders much because they take away from useful and 
the great body of mankind the most furious and honest gains, as liiecause they create superfluous 
insane. Never would I animadvert on the tenets and dishonest ones ; and because, when catffSd as 
of the Catholic or any other church, apart from' far as England would carry hers, they occasion 
civil polity. But I am suspicious, if not inqui- half the children of the land to be cooped up in 
sitive, when I see questionable articles day after buildings which opei: into the brothel and the 
day smuggled in, and when I am pushed aside if hospital. 

1 venture to read the direction or lift up the ; In assenting to you, I interrupted your propOsi- 
wrapping. Articles of faith are innocent in i tions ; pray go on. * 

themselves : but upon articles of faith what in- 1 J^'rankUn. I would permit no Englishman to 
controllable domination, what insupportable pre- , hold in Ireland a place of trust or profit, whether 
rogatives, what insolent frauds, what incessant in church or state. I would confer titles and 
tyranny, have been asserted and enforced. offices on those Irish gentlemen who reside in 

Franklin. I am ready to he of that church, if the country ; and surely they would in time 
you will tell me which it is, in which there are become habituated to a regular and decorous 
the fewest of them. Show me that a single pope mode of life. , The landlord and clergyman might 
in One country tells fewer lies and sits (fuietcr in the beginning lose something of current coin ; 
than twenty in another, and he is the pope for but if you consider that their lives, houses, and 
my money, when 1 lay it out on such a commo- effects would be safe, that provisions woul^ be 
dity. The abuses of the clergy were first exposed plentiful in proportion to the concessioi^. they 
by the clergy, the lower assailing the higher. If make, and that in no ycay. would their rents and 
something more like equality, something more incomes fail, as they now do at least thirty in each 
near moderation, had pervaded all, fewer sects century, you will find ^hat then* situation, like the 
would have arisen, and those fewer less acrimo- situation of their inferiors, must be improved, 
nious. Dogmas turn sour upon too full stomachs, Washington. Many will exclaim again^c^e 
and empty ones rattle against them. Envy, injustice of taking from one class alone a portion 
which the wolves and bcfirs are without, and the of its property as insurance-money, 
generous dog alone seems by his proximity to Franklin. Not from one alone : property should 
have caught from us, Envy, accompanying Reli- be protected at its oVn cost : this is the right 
gion, swells amid her genuflexions to the episco* and the object of governments. The insurance is 
pal canopy, at seeing so much wealth so ill distri- two-fqld ; thkt of the private man and that of the 
buted. Tlie low cannot bo leaders without a ^community ; the latter is the main consideration, 
change nor without a party. Some unintelligible | perceive nothing arbitrary, nothing novel, in 
syllable is seized ; and the vulgar are taught to , its principle.* The King of England and Ireland, 
believe that salvation rests upon it. Even this as head of the church, succeeds hy consent of 
were little : they are instructed that salvation j Parliament to the disposal of benefices. He surely 
may be yet perhaps insecure, unless they drag i can do in his own kingdom what the pope can do 
others to jt by the throat, and quicken their paces | in another’s, where c(^l6.siastical property (if #ny 
at the dagger’s point. Popeiy first laid down i can be called so) is concerned. The religion of a 
this doctrine ; the most abominable and mon- ^ state is established for the correction of its morals, 
strong of her tenets, and the only one that all ; and its morals a^e requisite to the maintenance of 
establishments, splitting off from her, are unani- ' the laws. Revision then, in the view of a states- 
mous in retaining. I man, is only a thing that aids and assists the laws, 

Wafihm/t(j?i. The reductions you propose would ■ removing from before them much of their painful 
bring about jinother : they would remove the | duties, and lessening (if good and eftectual) the 
necessity of a standing army in that unfortunate number of their officers and #ieoutioners. So 
country, and would enable the government to that in political economy there is between theaf a 
establish three companies for fisheries, the herring, close and intimate connection, and both alik%.are 
the cod, and the whale, and to enrich her remote subject to regulations in them from th^ same 
dominions with the superabundance of a discon- \ authority. 'Where there is a state religion the 
tented peasantry. The western part of Ireland in j salary of a clergyman should be as much sul^ect 
another century may derive as great advantages * There is»n argument which cou rain ."t beattribut^d to 
from her relative position with America, as the Franklin, because i tin derived from an authority to whlob 
eastern from hers with the mercantile and manu- he never appealed, and the words containing it are unlikely 


iiseturing towns of Lancashire. The population 
is already too numerous, and is increasing, which 
of itself is the worst of curses, unless when high 
civilisation regulates it ; and superflux must 


to have lain within the range of hie reading. 

•* Le Pj.pe pent revoquer In loi etablle par lul ou par pre- 
decenaour, et oster mesme sans occasion lee effeote prooedens 
d'ioolle, et le benefloe valide k un ohaoun : o«r 11 a eutftta 
diapoeition eur lee benefioee.*’ Em. 8a. p. SS8. 
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to the state as the ^tipe^d of a oustom>hou8e 
officer and exciseman. a government exerts 
the power of taxing one tradp or profession, it 
does the same thing or more. Suppose it should 
levy a tax of » hundred poun^ls on every man 
who begins the business of an apofcliecaiy or lawyei^ 
is not the grievance even hejg^ier, pressing on 
those whose "gains are yet uncertain and to be 
de^i^ea from others, than it would be if bearing 
upon those whose emoluments are hx^d, and pro- 
ceed from the government which regulates and 
oircumscribes them 1 Bift they have been accus- 
tomed, you will say, to the enjoyment of more. 
8e much clear gain for them ; and I hope they 
may ha^ made a liberal and prudent use of the 
superfluity. Those who have done so, will possess 
minds ready to calculate justly their own lasting 
interests, and the interests of the community for 
whose benefit they have been appointed. If there 
is anything tne existence of which produces great 
and gener^ evil, and the abolition of which v.dll 
produce great and general good* in perpctuiiy, 
the government is not only authorised by right, 
but bound by duty, *10 remove it. Compensation 
should be made to the middle-men for all losses ; 
it stsould be made even to the worst ; these losses 
may as easily be ascertained, as those occasioned 
to proprietors and tenants through whose lands wc 
open a road or a canal. • 

Wafhin^on, ^ Methods, fur short of what you 
inSlcate, will bg adopted, and will fail. Constitu- 
tional lawj’^ers vill assent that Ireland be subject 
to martial law for thirty years in iJic century, 
and to little or none for the remainder, but will 
not assent that everything unUudul be uiinc* 
ccssary and unprovoked. In consequence of which, 
within the lifetime of some in existence we 
shall have two millions of Irishmen in America, 
reclaimed from their ferocity by assuaging tlj^ir 
physical and moral wants, and addicted to industry 
by the undisturbed eujoyniciit of its rewanl. 
Experience seems to have given no sort of instruc- 
tion to their rulers : they profit "by nothing old, 
they venture on nothing flow. 

Franklin. We are informed by the scientific in 
chemistry, that a diamond and a stick of charcoal 
on the hearth are essentially of the same materials. 
In like manner those amon^ jflen who to the 
vulgar eye are the most dissimilar in externals, are 
nearly the same in mind and intellect ; and their 
difference is the eflect of accident and fortune, of 
position and coinbination. Those who, governing 
the political, influence in a high degree the moral 
w/)rld, can perform at once what Nature is myriads 
of yihrs in accomplishing : they can convert the 
stick of charcoal into a diamond by the aliment 
and situation they allow to it. Our government 
will find its interest in doing so : others will pur- 
sue their old occupation in reducing the diamond 
to its dark original, and exercise their divine 
light of keeping it uuextracted. 

If I were a member of the British Ministry, I 
itho'ild think I acted wisely, not in attompj-iiig to 
fry e that the f-onstitution is the best in the 


world, but in deinonstrating, if I could, the 
reverfijg.. 'For in proportion as they labour to 
extof it, in the same ])roportion do they oblige 
us to suppose them its most impudent and outr 
nigeous violators, or, at the least, ignorant of its 
spirit and incapable of its application. Otherwise 
how could this excellent form be the parent of 
deformity 'I How could the |>opulation, where the 
country is so fertile and the race so industrious, 
contain a larger number of indigent families, 
and those among the most laborious and the most 
Yirtuous, than any other upon earth ? 

Washington. If the constitution were what ii 
is represented, its agents could not abuse it ; and 
if its agents could not abuse it, America would 
not Jiave been at this time separated from 
England ; nor would Ireland have been condemned 
to a massacre once at furthest in two generations ; 
nor would the British people be more heavily 
taxed in its comforts and its necessaries than the 
Algerines and Turks, when its industry is so much 
greater, and when its territory has not been occu- 
pied nor iuva<led nor endangered by an enemy. 

Franklin. The Persian despots never debased the 
souls of the nations they had conquered, and do not 
appear to have coveted their purses. Herodotus 
calls the taxation of the Ionian states a tran- 
quillising and pacificatory measure. No portion 
of tlie globe was more advantageously situated for 
commerce than the Greek republics in Asia; no 
soil richer, uo climate healthier, no people more 
industrious. ASolians, Jonians, and Dorians, 
together with Pampliylia, Lycia, the islands of 
Rhodes, Cos, Samos, Chios, and Sestos, on the 
whole exceeding four hundred miles by forty, 
were taxed unalterably at four hundred talents 
(about X’105,000), by Darius, according to a scale 
mbmitted to their deputies by his father Artaxerxes. 
Italy in the time of Nero contained at the lowest 
computation twenty-six millions of inhabitants, 
and paid less in taxes than the C^ty of London 
with its appurtenances, Appian states thai, Pom- 
pey imposed on the Tyrians and Pilicians a 
hundredth of their income. Hudriaii was accused 
I of great severity toward the JC’ws, in having 
I somewhat augmented the rate which Vespasian 
had decreed, and which, according to Zonaras and 
Xiphilinus, was about sixteen pence on each. 

! Strabo remarks that Egypt brought a revenue of 
j about .£180,000 to the father of Cleopatra, which 
was doubled by Augustus. When he was declared 
Impcrator against M. Antonins, the Senate 
' decreed a temporal^ property-tax of a twentieth, 
Plutan;h in his Life of Pompey informs ^is that 
he levied on Asia £192,000, M. Antonius had 
exacted in advance at one time the tribute of 
teifyears. 

Washington. The possibility of levying in a 
single year the ordinary taxes of ten, is a proof 
how extremely light were the impositions on the 
richest subjects of the Roman empire. Labouring 
under the enormous debt of £200,000,000, the 
English could not in any emergency pay the rate 
of three years anticipated. ^ . 
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FranJctin, The nations of Asia had recently 
paid more heavily ; for it was objected t?o them as 
a reproach, and as a cause for this exaction, that 
they bad raised for Cassius and Brutus in the 
one preceding year wliat was now demanded for ton. 

Washmjton, So long as the English tolerate 
the absorption of their wealth under the patron- 
age of their ?eerag^>, wars and taxation will 
severely scourge tlieni. Wars, the origin of| 
taxation, are systematica! in their periods, however I 
little so in tlieir conduct, and must recur about | 
every tw’enty years, as a new generation springs up | 
from the aristocracy, for which all the great civil ' 
employinents, however multiplied, are insufilcient, 
and which disdains all other professions than the 
military and the naval. But when this devourer 
hath exhausted and concentrated in itself nearly . 
all the land and riches of the nation, then it will 
begin to discuss the question, whether it can gain : 
most by suppressing the church establishment, or ' 
by maintaining it in its raTikness. * i 

Fratiklin. May it not happen that the ques- , 
tion be tried before a session of other jurors ; and 
that the benches of the Lords Spiritual have ^ 
nothing else upon them than the benches of the 
Lords Temporal with the legs uppermost? If 
state religions were abolished, the world would be 
quieter and bct.tcr : in Jilngland the national debt 
would be liquidated in a century, and in Ireland 
the public tranquillity would be established in a 
year. Among our own injuries on the part of 
England, this never bore upon us, namely, to 
pay for hearing what wc knew or for what we ' 
disbelieved. If there existed no establishment in 
England, fear would be entertained of puritanism. 

Washmjton. Against what could puritanism 
act? It’ overthrew the established church in her , 
state of inebriety : it kicked into the street her 
crosiers and mitres, and other such ensigns of bar- 
barism and paganism and despotism. When 
it finds nothing to quarrel with out of doors, ' 
it will quarrel at home. 

Franklin. It growls strong by being kept in the 
cool, and burvged up by the ecclesiastical excise. 

Washington. Benjamin, I do not like to meddle 
with religions, nor indeed to speak about them. 

* All of them appear to me inoflensive, excepting 
the Popish, which not only would have a hand in 
every man’s pocket, but an ear on every man’s 
pillow. 

Franklin. I know not whether the Irish are 
very fervent in their devotion to the Bishops of 
Rome. Probably they are unaware of some among 
the bendfits they have heretofore received from 
them. Few, 1 dare say, have ever heard that their 
HolyFather, Hadrian the Fourth, solemnly gave his 
sanction to Henry the Second to invade and stfb- 
jugate their country. This, I dare likewise say, 
would be loudly contradicted by the few wLo 
know it. Indeed I must correct my words before 
I go farther. Hadrian did not give his sanction ; 
he sold it. A tax was to be paid the Holy Sro on 
every Irish family. So that the Holy See was as 
much interested as Henry himself that the con- 


quest should be efifectual and complete. The Holj 
Father chose rather a Ux on families than a capi- 
tation : for, although many thousands of men 
would be exterminated, few whole families would, 

Washington. We may talk together in private 
of these historical facts ; but if we mention them 
to people whosp eyef might be opened by them> 
we shall render them in the sam^ degree ^onr 
enemies as we are their true friends. 

Franklin^ I knew a certain man who would 
take the most nauseous medicine in health, be- 
cause he had paid monej^ for it at the apotheoaiy’a 
when he was ill ; at the same time he would not 
eat a fresh salad at the next door. Things afe 
valued by the places they come from. If a rea- 
soncr were to say what a Saint hath said about the 
Blessed Trinity, in most countries he would be 
called an infidel, and even in some'of the most 
tolerant he would be subject to fine and imprison- 
ment. 

Washington. HoW is that 1 

FraiiMin. Sk Augustine says, ** We talk of 
Three Persons merely for the sake of talking.” 

Washington. 0 the knave ! 

Franklin. And scholars do say that the LatSli 
expression is an ugly one : Dictum est Tres Per- 
sona, non ut aliquid diceretuX’, sed ne taceretur.” 

Washington. Instead of sending to a rotten 
old city, the most profligate and the most venal 
on earth, for spiritual advice and •counsel, wly.H 
always comes to you in the form f>f a command, 
and enclosing an order to pay a pretty round sum 
to the bearer, could not every city and every 
hamlet liiid some worthy inhabitant, capable of 
giving his opinion upon those matters, if indeed 
there be any such, which the Disciples of Christ 
were uns-ble or inattentive or indifferent to eluci- 
date and explain ? I see nothing worth a quarrel 
in them : and certainly there is nothing which 
the blessed Author of our religion would recom- 
mend us to fight about. If there were no hierarchy 
ill England and Ireland, the people of both coun- 
tries would be brother] V and contented. They 
would mind their own business, and not the busi- 
ness of those who fare sumptuously on their 
credulity, and ride in rich housings on their fiery 
animosities. The revenues of ecclesiastics would 
overj»:iy the just demands of a protecting and 
frugal government. Jjct the Protestant Church 
be no longer a hireling ; and the Popish will drop 
away rag after rag, image after image, to the great 
emolument of the barber’s shop. The poor people 
of that persuasion would not long be so foolish 
and liosottcd ns to pay tithes where the herethz 
pays none. Inequality would shake their ci^d, 
extortion w^ould open their eyes, and they would 
feel on that occasion what they now feel on 
another, that they W’cre not, as they ought to be, 
in the same condition as the Protestant. The 
parties will never he peaceable until the banners 
are thrown into the dust between them, and each 
tramples upon his own. Absurdities in worship 
w'ould ?oon cease if nobody gained by them. 
Within half a century, the whole people would 
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find in their hands and het^ nothing else than 
theunencumbering and uncxhafisting page, which, 
if its spirit were received in its purity, might well 
be denominated 1 lie Book of Life. So mischievous 
a use however has been made of it for above % 
thousand ypars, that, if yoi^ tak^ as churches 
wo^ld ^rce their glosses and interpretations 
for J&rt of it, then indeed may it ho called more 
properly the book of imposture and extortion, of 
darkness and destruction. 

FrariMin, We may b(^ome so habituated to 
tyranny as neither to feel nor see it. The part on 
wMch its poison has been perpetually dropping, is 
deadenea ; else would it be possible that through- 
out a whole nation, incomparably the most en- 
lightened of any upon earth, young men should 
be sent from* a distance, quite unknown to the 
parishioners, and often of a vicious or loose cha- 
racter, and for the greater part of a light one, to 
teach the experienced as well as the inexperienced 
their duties, and to be paid for jx lesson which 
has been already taught by others I 

Waahington. SuiJposing an establishment to 
eatet at all, the uttermost that a grave and reflect- 
ing people could reasonably be expected to endure 
is, that the bishop or presbyter, chosen by the clergy 
of the diocese, should nominate at least three 
natives of it, in order for»the parishioners to ap- 
one of thum to the vacant benefice. They 
should agree wjbh him upon the stipend, which 
they would do amicably, just as they agree 
with an apothecary for his attendance on the 
paupers. He should be Removable for any ofience 
against the laws, or for any habits which they and 
the bishop should declare to be inconsistent with 
his office. • 

Franklin. These remarks of yours are reas^i- 
able. In regard to the appointment of clergy- 
men, the Eoman Church is more observant of pro- 
priety than the English. It rarely if ever happens 
that a parish-priest is sent from a distance to bis 
cure : be almost always is chosen from among his 
townsmen or provincials.* This difference would 
be a subject of wonder to me, if I did not likewise 
see the representatives of boroughs, not selected 
as they were formerly from among the most 
respectable of the burgesses, fiut* invited for the 
greater part from a distance, and utterly unkuoivn 
both morally and politically liy those who depute 
them to parliament. Can anything be more dis- 
graceful to \he inhabitants of a city, than to de- 
clare by their actions that none of them is worthy 
of confidence, or capable of transacting their 
affaiis ? And either this must be the inference, 
or we must attribute their conduct to the most 
scandalous venality. 

Washington. I would obviate present evils by 
present remedies, as in the case of Ireland. Many 
good things can not be done, many indifferent 
onen may be; if indeed those are to be called 
indifferent which are only so at the time, and very 
(hr from it in the consequences. Religion, I agree 
With you, is too pure for corporations : it is best 
meditated on in our privacy, and best acted on 


in our ordinary intercourse with mankind. If we 
believe in Revelation, we must believe that God 
wishes us to converse with him but little, since 
the only form of address he has prescribed to us 
is an extremely short one. He has placed us 
wrhere our time may be more beneficially em- 
ployed in mutually kind offices, and he does not 
desire us to tell him hour Mter hour how dearly 
we love him, or how much we want from him ; he 
knows these things exactly. 

Franklin. These however are the things which 
occupy the pulpit : and the ceremonies attending 
them and the modes of doing them, together with 
disquisitions on his body and parentage, have cost 
the lives of millions. In money too and lands I 
have calculated what Europe has paid for them ; 
but the sum total, if I could repeat it, would con- 
found the head of any arithmetician ; nor was 
there ever a man in the world who could remem- 
ber the figures, if he had heard them but once or 
twice read to him. The despots of France never 
exacted by their detested corvee so large a portion 
as the pastors claim in England ; a tenth for- 
sooth of every man's industry ; and this tenth 
is taken off the ground uniaxed, while the other 
nine parts are liable to new deductions. If trutk 
are plain, they ought not to cost so much ; if not 
plain, still less are they worth it. The tyrants of 
Sicily demanded a tenth of the corn, but not a 
tenth of oil or wine or hay or legumes, or fruits 
of any kind, in which the island was equally 
abundant. Iffiis satisfied them, and sufficed to 
keep the bodies and minds of their subjects in 
order and subjection. 

Washingtoji, We never had to complain of 
England for persecuting us by her fox-hunters in 
the Church ; nor indeed, to speak honestly and 
freely, so much of any persecution, as of idle and 
unprofitable vexation. 

Franklin. The conduct of England toward us 
resembles that of Ebenezer Bullock tow:i,rd his 
eldest sou Jonas. 

Washington. I remember old Eb^iezer ; and I 
believe it was Jonas who, when another youth, 
after giving him much offence and seeing him 
unresisting, would fain fight him, replied, “ Nay, 

I will not fight thee, fri:*nd ! but if thou dost with 
that fist what thou threatenest, by the Lord’s help 
I will smite thee sore, marking thee for one of an 
ill unprofitable flock ; and thou slialt walk home 
in heaviness, like a wether the first morning he 
was made one.” Whereat he took off his coat, 
folded it up, and laid it on the ground,* saying, 

“ This at least hatli done no harm, and deserveth 
good treatment.” The adversary, not adniiriii;/ 
such an object of contemplation, went away, unit 
tering more reasonable threats, conditional and 
subjunctive. Ebenezer, I guess, aggravated and 
wore out his son’s patience ; for the old man w'as 
rich and testy, and would have his comforts neither 
encroached upon nor much parf^aken. 

Franklin. My story is this. Jonas had been 
hunting in the woods, and had contracted ^ rheu* 
matism in the face which drew it awry, and, 

* k2 
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either from the pain it occasioned or^^fn.m the 
medicines he took to cure it, rotted one of his 
grinders. Old Bbenezer wis wealtliy, had little to 
do or to care about, made few observations on his 
family, sick or sound, and saw nothing particular 
in his son's countenance. However, one day after 
dinner, when he had eaten heartily, he said, Son 
Jonas, inethinks thy ^appetite is not over-keen; 
pick (and welcome) the other half of that hog's 
foot,” 

Father,” answered he, “ I have had a pain in 
my tooth the lust fortnight ; the northerly wind 
does it no good to-day : I would rather, if so be 
that you aj»prove of it, eat a slice of you fair , 
cheesecake in the closet.” 

Why, what ails the tooth '1” said Ebenezer. j 

^^othing more” rcjilied Jonas ** than that I can 
not chew with it wliat I used to chew.” “ Drive a 
nail in the wall,” quoth stoutly and courageously 
Ebenezer, “ tie a string to one end and lace the 
other round tliy tooi.h.” 

The son performed a part of the injunction,. but | 
could not very dexterously twist the string around 
the grinder, for his teeth were close and the cord j 
not over-fine. Then said the fatlicr kindly, 
“ Open thy mouth, lad ! give me the t^nne : 
back thy head ; back it, I tell thee, over the 
chair/’ 

“ Not that father, not that ; the next cried 
Jonas. “Wh.at do.st mean?” proudly and im- 
patiently said Ebenezer Is not the string about 
it ? dost hold my hand too, scape-grace ? dost give ■ 
me thi.s trouble for nought?” ‘^Patience now, 
father !" meekly said Jonas with the cord across 
his tongue ; let me draw my tooth my own 
way.” 

‘ • Fol low th iiic own courses, serpent !” indignantly 
exclaimed Ebenezer. ** As God ’s in Boston, thou 
art a most wilful and undutiful child.” 1 hope 
not, father.” “ Hope not ! rebel ! Did not I beget 
thee and thy teeth one and all ? have not 1 lodged 
thee, clothed thee, and fed thee, these forty years '! 
and now, I warrant ye, all this bustle and back- 
wardness abotit rotten tooth I should I be a groat 
the richer for it, out or in?” 

\Vmhi)i(]hm, Dignity in private men and in 
governments has been little else than a .stately 
and stilF perseverance in oppression ; and spirit, 
as it is called, little else than the foam of hard- 
mouthed insolence. Such at last is become the , 
audacity of Power, from a century or more of 
holidays and riot, it now corn plains that you de- 
prive it yf its prerogative if you limit the exercise j 
of its malignity. 1 lament Giat there are those i 
who can learn no lc.sson of humanity, unless wo j 
write it broadly Avith the point of the sword. 

Frankiin. Let us hope, however, that Ave may 
sec the day when these scholars shall be turned 
out of school. 

Washington, The object of our cares and solici- 
tudes, at present, is the stability of the blessings 
we have obtained. No attempt against them is 
dangerous from without, nor immediately from 
within ; but the seeds of corruption are inherent. 


however latent, in all’bodi^, physical and poll 
tical ; guards therefor^ should be stationed, and 
laws enacted, to defer adventurers from attempts 
at despotism. 

Franklin. Other ofiences, even the greatest, are 
the violation of one law : despotism is the vio- 
lation of all . Tiie des ,pot then shdul^ bC punished, 
not only by loss of life, which the violation fifpdy 
one law may incur, and which leaves no pain, no 
repentance; no example, but also with exposure 
and scourges, as amon^’; the Romans. Conspi- 
racies are weak and frivolous : the hand of every 
man should be directed against him whose hai\^ 
is directeil against every man. Societies on the 
contrary, should be instituted to recompense the 
avenger of humanity : every land should be his 
country, every free citizen his brother. The 
greatest men, according to what is taught in 
schools and colleges, are tliOoC who have offered 
the greatest Adolence to reason and humanity. 
Destroyers of freedom are more celebrated than 
its founders; IVunpey than Pelopidas, Csesar than 
Timoleon; just as we hear more of him who bums 
a house than of him Avho builds one. 

Washivijloit. In the proper choice of toacl^rs, 
and in the right course of education, are to be 
I found tlic best preventive laws against despotism. 

; Wherever there is a political church, of v^hatover 
crcc<l, supported by thc^^^shoulders of the people, 
whether against their will or paAially with*^ 
there will be much dissatisfaction'^nd much in- 
tolerance. IJnhappily most of Christ’s doctrines 
are superseded or explained away. There is one 
indeed which was never' in fashion, and which, ^ 
where all arc good, is among the best. Commune 
with thvm own keart in thy chamber and be still. 
This, if attended to in England and Ireland, would 
speedily send episcopal thrones into the lumber- 
roo'fii. 

Franklin. Wlicn cerlain men cry loudest they 
feel least. Indeed there is a great deal less of 
I bigotry in the Avorld than is usually supposed, 

' and a groAt deal more insincerity. Our faith is 
I of little moment or concern to those who declaim 
: against it. They arc angry, not at our blindness, 

: but that the blind will trust his own dog and staff 
, rather than then’s and, what is worse, that he 
will carry the scrip. This is Avilfulness : they 
would fain open his eyes to save him from the sin 
of it : and they break one or two bones because ho 
Avill not take them for his oculists. 

Washmitou. Love of power resides in the breast 
of every man, and is Avell regulated and discreet 
in few. Accompanied by genius, it is likepse 
too frequently accompanied by pride and arro- 
gance. Although it assumes to itself the highest 
character, it is really among the weakest of our 
affections. Christianity, in its unadulterated form, 
is perfectly adapted to control it ; in its adulte- 
rated, it has been the main support of aggression 
and iniquity. If ever wc reduce it in America to 
an Establishment (as people call it) its spirit Hies, 
and itaH)ody so weighs upon us, that we cast it 
down, or let it slip quietly from our arms. For 
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Ubristiaiiity is in itsdlf of iBuch simplicity^ that^ 
whoever would make an eslablishmciit of it, must 
add imposture ; and from imf)osture grows usur- 
pation. 

Franklin, Every mother, if left to herself, would 
teach her child what that child during the wholb 
of his lifetime pays dearly fir being taught, and 
wh^t from siich payment makes often an unkindly 
and unjust impression on him. He is obliged to 
purchase a commodity he docs not uequire, and 
one which, sometimes ij may happen, he has a 
larger store of than the patentee and vender. The 
njost pious and moral men upon earth are the in- 
habitants of New-England; and they are so be- 
cause their consciences have never been drilled nor 
swathed, and because they never have been taught 
to divide tl^pir offering, the prayer and psalm on I 
this side, the bag of wheat and truss of cloixr I 
on that, between God and the ministers of the [ 
church. ^ I 

WoLshimjtvn. While such men as the Hcw-]Cng- ■ 
land men are existing, our independence and ■ 
liberty are secure. .Governments, iji which there j 
are establishments, will, without great prudence, I 
into danger from sects : every new one gives 
a ifesh security and an additional stability to 
ours. • 

Franhlin. A mixture of sects is as advantageous 
to a political system as # mixture of blood is to 
ihf strength ftnd perpetuity of the human race. 
Everything wjIUts gentle, msensiblo, unrestricted, 
renovation ; air, fire, earth, water, the vegetables, 
the animals, man, states. To you, fclIow-citi/iCn 
^and defender, the mosi beneficent on record is 
principally owing. If America had been con- 
quered, the breath of Freedom had been stifled in j 
every region of the "world, and "we shotdd lupve 
lamented the fate even of the people who in their 
blindness had enslaved us. * 

Looking to what may liappon in future, on the 
ground you have marked put to me, 1 recollect an 
admirable law of Solon, which enacts that in case 
of usurpation the inagis^ates slioukl rt^ign their 
oflices ; and that lie who continued his functions 
after the extinction of the popular powxT, should, 
together with the subverter of it, be jiunishcd 
with death by any piivate Let jurists 

decide whether it be not right and expedient to 
punish not usurpers only, but (if in compliance 
with the vulgar use of lauguagc we must distin- 
guish thonj) conquerors too, in this manner ; on 
the principle that every individual may recover 
his own property, and slay the spoiler who detains 
it affgressively. And let moralists judge, whether 
a few of such chastisements, on choice subjects, 
would not cool in a great degree the lust of spolia- 
tion and conquest. We will not he morose and 
captious with the lovers of peace and order ; Ave 
will concede to them that it is a dangerous ques- 
. tion to a^tate, whether an arbitrary but salutary 
imprisonment now and then, Avith now and then 
an unlucky hut well-meant torture, should be 
resisted or endured : for such things (Ihey will 
tcU us) h^pen occasionally in the most flourish- 


ing and best-regulated governinents. But when 
constitutions are destroyed and legal magistrates 
are displaced, every man may pick up the broker 
laws ; and it is a virtue to exercise the most solemn 
and the most imperative of them gratuitously. 
That of Solon, moderate as he was, goes farther. 
A similar law was enacted at Rome on the aboli- 
tion of the (leccmvirate.* # 

Washififftoii. Our constitution is flexible and 
yielding, by reason of its homogencousness and its 
purity. Like the surface of our country, it may 
in soirie measure be (diangcd by improvements 
and still preserve its character and features. The 
better part of what wc have imported from Eng- 
land is retained flir the present; because it is 
[lifiicult to introduce new regulations in times of 
trouble; and that the mischievous should not burst 
in between the old paling and the new. Several 
of those must he repealed, but grafinally and occa- 
sionally. 

Franklin, In England more have been made and 
rej^alcd again within one century than in all the 
rest of the universe within three ; not reckoning, 
as would be unfair, what has been eflected by rovo- 
iutions. The worst have lasted the lougest.t Bar- 
renness is perennial ; fertility is the produce of a 
season. 

Wnishinglon , The whole system of representa- 
tion, on which everything depends of law' and 
liberty, has been changed within our memory, 

Franklin. Except the Chanccry-court. 

Sedet aeternunique Bcdt^bit. 

It has carried more ruin and desolation into inno- 
cent families than all the gaming-houses and other 
liauuts of vice in the three kingdoms. Orphans, 
charities, schools, hospitals, are absorbed by the 
hundred, and swallowed up in this inland Mael- 
ptrom. 

Wasliimjtou. The English talk of other griov- 
jmccs, ami hardly notice tliis : we may be BO near 
an object as not to see it in its fhll extent nor 
clearly. 

Franklin. A sailor condemned to be hanged, 
was thus admonished : “ Prepare youraelf to ap- 

* fie quiB ulluiii inuKintraturr. l ine; jirovooatione orearet : 
qui creassef, eum jus fusique esset nccidi, neve ea cacdcf 
cupitalis noxcb liaberntur. Liv. iii. 

t Ncvi^rtbeless it ib proved and declared from the Benoh 
that the luaHs of tho pcoplo lives in comfort, not to say in 
affluence; for Mr. Justice Itcst inforroH um that inoft 0/ 
the industrious part of the community five upon,nothing 
else than bread and water. Tliat the laws are liberal is 
proved also and dectlarcd from tho Bench by thefiaine high 
authority. He tellK us that writers of newspapers ought 
to report nothing (»f the King;but what has been comiuu- 
nicatod by tho Ministry. Mr. Justice Best being raiaefl to 
the Peerage, said J bullied them into U-" At a public 
dinner he proposed tho health of George IV, enumerated 
hifi manifold virtues, and stated the l>enetits be had con- 
ferred on the nation. Upon which Mr. i’. Ei rfkiuc begged 
to remind him of one omission, imd to suggest that the 
national thanks should be humbly offered to his Majesty 
for the late abundant harvest. We may hope that ere 
long aliiod kings, instead of sending cseh other stars, 
snuff-boxes, and crosses, will amicably cxcluinge minis- 
%ei's,juribtH, and judges ; tdl gpitd and uAiful lor aU. 
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pear before your eternal judge/’ What does his ! Rome, wc are iufori^iecl, n^as the subjugator of 
lordship meanl” said be to the gaoler who was' mankind, and Englarrd the protector, 
conducting him away. “ Sure, I can have nothing | Franklin. God {)rotect the wretchedest of his 
to do with my Lord Chancellor 1 I have neither ' creatures from such protection. 


land nor tenement ; and he would turn up his j 
nose at my jacket and trousers.” 


Washington. We have spoken of the danger to 
'vhich every state, sooner or later, is subject from 


There is no country where laws arc so dispro- arbitraiy po^^r, i^id on the principles which 
portionate to ofleiKiep so sanguinary, so disputable, | ought to be instilled into every >"bung pitizen, 
so contradictory, so tardy, so expensive. Now j fii*st to guard against it, and then, if unsucc4kiful 
these arc the six principal defects of laws, and to ; in his precautions, to exterminate it. Aristocracy, 
which it would be diflitnilt to add a seventh of | in the eyes of many, is as great an evil, and more 
weight : for laxity cannot coex‘:itwitli them. JMore imminent. Hence w6 have a party in force 
fortunes have been wrecked upon the quicks;mds against the institution of a senate ; and indeed if I 
of British jurisprudence tlian ever have been cii- could consider it as anything like an aris^pcracybr 
gulfed by any one dcspol.ism : and more crimes oligarchy in its gait or tendency, I should disap* 
arc capital in England than were even known by ; prove of it openly and loudly. But in fact ours is 
name among the Jew's in the time of IMoscs, or ' the only intermediate body which can do good; 
among the Athenians in the time of Draco. ! and 1 think it capable of this to a great extent. 

WasiLhKjton. Sometimes it is not the ignorant 1 Hereditary Senat.es, under whatever name, are 
who act tiic most absurdly. Our late enemies are | eternally tearing and consuming the vitals of their 
now just us angry with ns as if they fancied we country. Our senate brings no 'such evil with 
were mocking their mutability ; some of them are it : on the contrary, eveiything about it is con- 
more alarmed at the form of government we have servative and prospective. Its beneficent effects 
chosen than at any other consequence of our libe- j go beyond itself, and exceed its attributions : 
ration ; I think, without reason. Republicanism ! for, as none can be elected into it whose fortui..os 
is fit only for ualions grown up, and is equally ill do not show him to have been prudent, and whose 


adapted to those in decay and to those in infancy. 
Europeans do indeed call ours an infant state. 


demeanour has not been regular and decorous, 
I many spirits which from their nature, from youth, 


ever better informed than ours, in its duties and 
interests. 

Franklin. N one on record : and God grant that 
every novelty in our country may be as just and 
reasonable as that coiii,ained in your observation 
with regard to dates. We arc as old a nation as 


Franklin. Ay indeed ? I never beard of an infant , from zeal, from ambiUon, would be clamorous 
wlio kicked its mother down-stairs. | and unruly among our representatives, are 

WasUngton. Bo graver, Benjamin, and infom i trolled and guided by the hope qf rising thence 
me whether, in your ’)pinion, states do not reason- ' into this venerable assembly, 
ably date from their instruction and experience, | Franklin. Tiberius, the wisest of despots, to 
and not from this or from that eflect of vicissi- [ increase his own power, increased that of the^ 
tude ; and whether any nation in the world was senate, and transferred to it the business of th/^ 

comitia. In more barbarous times the king and 
aristocracy will contend for power, and the people 
will lift up its head between them : in more civi- 
lised, when abundance of wealth produces abund- 
ance of offices, the two will unite, and the people 
sink imperceptibly under them. For it is requi- 
the English, although wc are not so old in America I site in such a state to the existence of both 
as they in I'^ngland. Crossing the ocean does not j that the^mass do not b(^come rich or instmeted ; 
make a man, younger, neither docs it a people. j against whicli evils, wars and lucrative places are 
Washington. ' Other accusations than those of i devised, and elections are so managed as to occa- 
juvenility are brought against us, and in appear- , sion a vast expenditure, and to be accompanied 
ance weightier. We arc accuscil of the worst j by as many vices as can find room. Where 
ingratitude, in liaving turned our strength and : senates have noi been the executive power or the 
prosperity against the authors of it. Prosperity ; appointers of it, they have been instruments, but 
and strength never liavc excited a colony to re- j never intermediaries. That of papal Rome is in 
hellion, nor is wealth a whisperer to independence. ; nothing less respectable than that of imperial. 
But when arrogance and injustice stride forth into ' The venerable body, consisting of one man, a 
a colony slrong and prosperous, it takes the ad- 1 robe, and a periwig, went this year before the 
vantage! ol“ its strength and prosi)erity ; and then i “ Holiness of our Lord,” requesting hispermi^ion 
indeed wealth, which has not been the mover, | to wear masks the last* week of the carnival 
becomes tl)e supporter, of emancipation. Every j Who can doubt the utility and dignity of such 
colony of England hath evinced a desire of quit- j institutions, or that something of such gravity 
ting he^when it could; not a single one of and decorum ought alw'ays to stand between the 


ancient Rome. Under the government of Ha- 
drian, Utica, Italica, and Gadcs, enjoying the 
privileges of municipal towns, entreated and ob- 
tained the title of colonies ; though in the former 
condition tliey might exercise all the magistracies, 
and enjoy all the dignities, of the republic. Yet 


prince and people 1 

Waakington. Other nations seem to entertain 
more fears for us, in the abundance of their bene- 
volence, than wc entertain for ourselves. They 

* This was likewiao done in 1824U 
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acknowledge you and some few more among us 
to be honest and well^eaning persona, and, 
pressing them hardly, do no#deny altogether that 
you are moderate, reasonable, capable of instruc- 
tion, nay inde(?d wise : yet the merest youths, 
whist-player^ and jockeys, turn their heads acrhss 
their shoi^ers to give you %wor(Lof advice. When 
the piopula?T[)art, the senatorial part, the executive 
pal't, are summarily discussed, the whole together 
is taken up as lightly and as caBil;^ disposed of. 
" Republics can not sti^d ” is the exclamation of 
council-board and sounding-board; the echo of 
Church and Chamber. 

• FrayJclin. I would reduce the question to as 
few words as they would. A single argument is ! 
enough for a single truth : whatever comes after, i 
is in part illustration, in part confusion. | 

When tlie advantages of kingship and repub- ' 
licanism are opposed, the main inquiry is, not’ 
about forms or families, not about the government | 
of the fewer t>r the more ; but whether the good ' 
shall control the bad or the -bad control the ' 
good. A whole people can not long err in its I 
choice. One man or two may agree with a j 
^oom that an unsound horse is a sound one ; but 
twenty will not, take the twenty even at hazard. ! 
The great advantage is, however, when you can 
send back the horse after trying him, or change 
him on discovering his fofirmity. | 

^ Washmgto%. There are certain parts of our 
constitution which are capable of improvement. 
In my situation it would be imprudent and indo- j 
corous to point them out. But it is better in its ! 
present condition than if it were more centralised j 
and compact. It is like those bridges which arc 
overlaid with loose planks, and oLwhich, when the ' 
tide is rising rapidly, the platform f^ould* be ' 
heaved up and broken if it were more strained ' 
into apparent solidity. • j 

Fravklin, In government, as in other things, 
we, and not only we, but even those wiser and 
greater men, the ministers of kings, may profit 
by reading the fii-st hal^pago in the Ef^merUs of 
(hometry, in which we find that “ the right line 
is the shortest way from one point to another,” 
and, I would add, mterh parihus, the easiest and 
surest. , , 

We were called, a little while ago, the partisans 
of anarchy. At that time we could not argue with 
our opponents, they being in a state of frenzy, and 


j running loose ; but now that their arms are tied 
behind fliom, and tlxat they are at home and abed, 
we may reason calmly with them, and tell them 
that no number is so near to nothing as one, and 
no government so near to anarchy as monarchy. 
|♦^lere is more than ono kind of anarchy, though 
there is only one known by name ; as there arc 
plants and metals under fur feet, unclassed and 
nndescribed. We are in the habit of calling 
those bodies of men anarchal which are in a state 
of effervescence; but the most anarchal of all are 
those which surrender self-rule to the caprice of 
j the worst informed and least tractable members 
I of society. Anarchy, like other things, has its 
certain state and season of quiescence ; and its 
features are only the more flushed and discom- 
posed by the somnolence of repletion and supine- 
ness. 

Washington. A third question, of less intense 
nnxiety, is raised by those who read our fortunes, 
not in the palms of our hands, but in the clouds. At 
some future day, they portend to us that eveiy 
province will be an independent state. 

Franklin. Horrible prediction! We shall ex- 
•perience the misfortune then to have cultivated 
our wilds ; to have subdivided and peopled hill, 

I forest, and savannah ; to have excavated quarries, 
mines, canals ; to have erected arsenals, to have 
constructed navies ; to be so rich in short and so 
powerful as to fear no enemy and to need no 
allianco. The time undoubtedly will come when 
each province will produce as much as all do 
now : BO that as easily and safely as all now stand 
together, each will then stand alone. A long 
experience of their true interests, a certainty that 
they depend upon peace and concord, will render 
wars impossible among tliem ; and if any Euro- 
pean power should have the temerity to attack 
the weakest, not only will our other states chas- 
tise that power, but its own subjects will abandon 
or subvert it. Repose from oppression, r’fuge 
from persecution, respect for honesty, and reward 
for industry, are found here. A labourer gains 
more in this country than a “ pr ofSSsor of huma- 
nity” in some of the most civilised on the other 
continent. Resolute to defend these advantages, 
the children of America arc for ever free : those 
of Europe, many years yet, must thread the 
labyrinth and face the Minotaur. 


ROGER ASCHAM AND LADY JANE GREY. 

Thou art going, my dear young lady, feetiou but in the most exalted minds. Alas f 
into a most awful state ; tliou art passing into alas ! 

matrimony and great wealth. God hath willed Jane, What aileth my virtuous Ascham ? what 
it: submit in thankfulness. is amiss 1 why do I tremble 1 

^ Thy affections are rightly placed and well Aecham. 1 remember a sort of prophecy, made 
distributed. Love is a secondary passion in three years ago : it is a prophecy of thy condition 

those who love most, a primary in those who and of my feelings on it. Recolicctest thou who 

love least. ^ He who is inspired by it in a high wrote, sitting upon the sea-beacli the evening 

degree, is inspired by honour in a higher ; it after an excursion to the Islo of Wight, these 

never reaches its plenitude of growth and per- verses t 
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Invisibly bright water ! so like air* 

On looktiiK down 1 feuredthon couldht imt t>eai* 

My little bark, of all light barks most light, 

And look’d agaiif, and drew me from the sight, 

And, hanging back, breath’d each fresh gale aghast, 

And held the bench, not to go on so fust. 

Jane, I was very childish when I composSd 
them ; and, if I liad thought any more about the 
matter, I should hoped you had been too 
generous to keep them* in your memory as wit- 
nesses against me. 

Asdiam. Nay, they are not much amiB.s for so 
young a girl, and there being so few of them, 1 
did not reprove thee. Half an hour, T thought, 
might have been spent more unproiitably ; and I 
now shall believe it firmly, if thou wilt but be led 
by tliem to meditate a little on the similarity of 
situation in wliieh thou then wert to what thou 
art now in. 

.Jane. I will do it, and whatever else you com- 
mand ; for I am weak Ity nature and very 
timorous, unless wlierc a strong sense of duty 
holdeth and supporteth me. There God aet^th, 
and not his creature. 

Those were with me at sea who would have 
been attentive to me if T had seemed to be afraid, 
even though worshipful men and women were in 
the company ; so that something more jiowerful 
throw iny fear overboard. Yet I never will go 
again upon the water. 

Aschwu, Exercise that beauteous couple, that 
mind and body, much and variously, but at home, ; 
at home, Jane ! indoors, and about things indoors ; ' 
for God is there too. Wo have rocks and quick- ' 
sands on the banks of our Thames, O lady, such 
as Ocean never heard of; and many (who kiiow.s ; 
how soon !) may be engulfed in the current , 
under their garden- walls. 

Jane, Thoroughly do I now understand you. 
Yes indeed, 1 have read evil things of courts ; but 
I think nobody can go out bad who entoreth good, 
if timely and true warning shall have been given. 

Asekam. 1 see perils on perils which thou dost 
not see, albeit thou art wiser than thy poor old 
master. Anh k is not because Love hath blinded 


•/VllKSATIOKS. 

Jane, I have well bcthotight me of my duties ; 

0 how extensive they are ! what a goodly and 
fair inheritance ! ^ut tell me, would you com- 
mand me never more to read Cicero and Epictetus 
and Plutarch and Polybius'! The others I do 
fesign : they arc good for the arbour and for the 
gravel-walk ; yet leCvc unto me, J^l>«)seech you, 
my friend and father, leave unto me for ihy^JSre- 
side and for my pillow, truth, eloquence, courage, 
constancy. » 

AacJiam, Read them, on thy marriage-bed, on 
thy child-bed, on thy death-bed. Thou spotless 
undrooping lily, they have fenced thee right w^l. 
These are the men for men : these are to fashion 
the bright and blessed creatures whom God one 
day shall smile ui)on in thy chaste bosom. Mind 
thou thy husband. , 

Jane. I sincerely love the youth who hath 
espoused me ; I love him vnth the fondest, the 
most solicitous affection ; I pray tq^the Almighty 
for his goodness and happiness, and do forget 
at times, iinw6rt,hy supplicant ! the prayers I 
should have otrerod for myself. Never fear that 1 
will disparage my kind religious teacher, by dis- 
obedience to my husband in the most ti^mg 
duties. 

AncJiain. Gentle is he, gentle and virtuous : 
: but time will harden liim : time must harden 
i even thee, sweet Jane !*' Do thou^ complacently 
and indirectly, lead him from amlStion. ' 

Jane. He is contented with me ^nd with home. 

Ascham. Ah Jane! Jane ! men of high estate 
grow tired of contentedness. 

Jane. He told me he never liked books unless 

1 read them to him : 1 will read them to him 
every evening r I will open new worlds to him 
richer tli'aii tliose disijovered by the Spaniard : I 
will eonduet him to treasures, 0 what trea* 
sui^s ! on which he may sleep in innocence and 
peace. 

Ascham. Rather do thou walk with him, ride 
with him, play with him, be his faery, his page, 
his everything that love jfnd poctr}’ have invented ; 
but watch him well ; sport with his fancies ; turn 


tliee, for that surj)asseth his sui>posed oinni- them about like the ringlets round his cheek ; 
potence; but it is because thy tender heart, | if ever he meditate on power, go toss up thy 

having always leant affectionately upon good, hath I b^diy to his brow, < and bring back his thoughts 

felt and known nothing of evil. * ‘ bito his heart by the music of thy discourse. 

I once persuaded thee to reflect much : let me Teach him to live unto God and unto thee ; 
now persuade thee to avoid the habitude of reflec- he will discover that women, like the plants 
tion, to lay aside books, and to gaze carefully and woods, derive their softness and i tenderness 
stedfastly on what is under and before thee. from the shade. 


LOUD BACON AND RICHARD HOOKER. 

Beuxm, Hearing much of your worthiness and times more expeditious in removing pain and 
wisdom, Master Richard Hooker, I have besought heaviness from the body than the most liar- 
your comfort and consolation in this my too fetched remedies would be, so the voice alone of a 
heavy affliction : for we often do stand in ne«.d of | neighbourly and friendly visitant may be more 
hearing what we know full well, and our own I effectual in assuaging our sorrows, than whatever 
balsams must be poured into our breasts by is most Yorcible in rhetoric and most recondite in 
another’s hand. As the air at our doors is some- wisdom. On these oc.casions we can not put ou^ 
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wives in a posture to r^iceive^the latter, and still about, but^your knowledge is far higher, your 
less are we at leisure to loo^ into the corners of experience richer. Our wits are not always in 
our store-room, and to uncurl S/he leaves of our blossom upon us. When the roses arc over- 
references. As for Memory, who, you may tell charged ami languid, up springs a spike of me. 
me, would save us the trouble,, she is footsore Morti^d on such an occasion ! God forefend it! 
enough in all conscience with me, without going*] But again to the business . . I should never be 
further backy Withdrawn as ^ou live from court over-penitent for my neglect of needy gentlemen 
and ^9oiirtly mfen, and having ears occupied by who have neglected themfelves much worse, 
better reports than such as are flying about me. They have chosen tlieir profession with its chances 


yet haply so hard a case as mine, befalUng a man 
heretofore not averse 1 toi| the studies in which 
you take delight, may ha.vc touched you with 
some concern. | 

llookem I do think, my Lord of Verulam, tliat, i 
unhappy as you appear, God in sooth has fore- 1 
gone to chasten you, and that the day which in j 
his wisdom hp appointed for your trial, was the ; 
very day on which the King’s Majesty gave unto 
your ward and custody the great seal of liis I 
English realm. And yet perhai)s it may be, let . 
me utter it without oflcncc, that your features 
and stature were from that day foiVard no longer 
what they were before. Such an efl'cet do power ' 
and rank and ofiice produce even on prudent and 
rel^lous men. 

A fiound’s whelp howleth if you pluck him up ^ 
above where he 6to<Jd : man, in much greater . 
peril from falling, doth rejoice. Vou, my Lord, as | 
befitteth you, are smitteil and contrite, and do 
ap|«ar in deep* wretchedness and tribulation to | 
your servants afld those about you ; but I know 
that there is always a balm whicli lies uppermost 
In these afflictions, and tliat no licart rightly 
softened can be very sore.* 

Bacon. And yet, Master Kichard, it is surely 
no small matter to lose the respect of those who 
looked up to us for countenance; and the fjivour I'f 
a right learned king ; and 0 Master Hooker ! such 
a power of money! But money is mere droSs. 

) should always hold it so, if it possessed not two 
qualities ; that of making men treat us reverently, 
and that of enabling us to lielp the needy. 

Jfooker. The respect, l4hink, of thos%who re- 
spect us for what a fool can give and a rogue can 
take away, may easily he dispensed witli ; but it 
is indeed a high prerogative to help tlic needy ; 
and when it pleases the Almigtt^i to deprive us 
of it, let us believe that he forcknoweth our inclina- 
tion to uegligeiiee in the charge entrusted to us, 
and , that in his mercy he* hath removed from ns a 
most fearful /esponsibility. 

Bacon. I know a number of poor gentlemen 
to whom 1 could have rendered aid. 

HqfiJcer. Have you examined and sifted their 
worthiness ? 

Bacon. Well and deeply. 

Hooker. Then must you have known them 
long before your adversity, and while the means 
of succouring them were in your hands. 

Bojcon. You have circumvented and entrapped 
me, Master Hooker. Faith 1 I am mortified : 
you the schoolman, 1 the schoolboy ! 

Hook^. Say not so, my Lord. Youi* years 
indeed arc fewer than mine, by seven or thcre- 


and contingencies. If they had protected their 
country by their courage or adorned it by their 
studies, they would have merited, and, under a 
king of such learning and such equity, would 
have received in some sort, their reward. I look 
upon them as so many old cabinets of ivory and 
tortoise-shell, S(;ratched, flawed, splintered, rotten, 
defective botli ^vithin and without, hard to unlock, 
insecure to lock up again, unfit to use. 

Bacon. Methinks it beginneth to rain, Master 
Kichard. What if wo comfort our bodies with a 
small cup of wine, against the ill-iempcr of the 
air. • Wherefore, in God’s name, are you at- 
frightenedl 

Hooker. N ot so, my Lord ; not so. 

•Bacon. What then allects you 1 

Hooker. Why, indeed, since your Lordship 
interrogates mo . . I looked, idly and impru- 
ileiitly, into tliat rich buffet ; and I saw, nnles« 
the haze of the weather has come into the parlour, 
or my sight is the worse for last night’s reading, 

1 no fewer than six silver pints. Surely six tables 
for company arc laid only at coronations. 

Bacon. There are many men so squeamish that 
I forsooth they would keep a cup to themselves, and 
never communicate it to their nearest and best 
, friend ; a fashion wliich seems to me olfensive in 
an honest liousc, whore no disease of ill repute 
ought to be feared. We have lately. Master 
i jtichard, ado])tc(l strange fashions ; we have run 
1 into the wildest luxuries. The Lord Leicester, I 
i heard it from luy father . . God forelond itslionld 
j ever be recorded in our history . . when he 
{ entertained Queen Elizabeth at Kenilworth Castle, 

1 laid before her Majcjsty a fork of » lAc silver. 1 
j the more easily credit it, as Master Tliomas Coriatt 
j doth vouch for having seen the same monstrous 
I sign of voluptuousness at Yciiicc. We are surely 
the especial favourite.-5 of Providence, when such 
wantonness hatli not melted us quite away. After 
tliis portent, it would otherwise have appeared 
incredible that we should have broken the Spanish 
Armada. 

Pledge me : hither comes our wine. 

[ To Jie Servant. 

Dolt! villain! is not tliis the beverage 1 reserve 
for myself'! 

The blockhead must imagine that Malmsey 
runs in a stream under the ocean, like the Alpheus. 
Bear with me, good Master Hooker, but verily I 
have little of this wine, and I keep it as a medi- 
cine for my many and growing inlirmiticfc. You 
are healthy at present : God in his infinite mercy 
long irtaintain you 80 ! Weaker drink is more 
wholesome for you. The lighter ones of France 
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are best accommodated by Nature to our consti- 
tutions, and therefore; she has jrla^ed them so 
within our reach, that we have only to stretch out 
our necks, in a manner, and drink them from the 
vat. But this Malmsey, this Malmsey, flies from 
centre to circumference, and makes youthful 
blood boil. 

Hooker. Of a tr^th, my knowledge in such mat- 
ters is but spare. My Lord of Canterbury once 
ordered part of a goblet, containing some strong 
Spanish wine, to be taken to me from his table, 
when I dined by sufferance with his chaplains, 
and, although a most discreet prudent man, as 
befitteth his high station, was not so diary of my 
health as your Lordship. Wine is little to be 
trifled with, physic less. The Cretans, the brewers 
of this Malvasy, have many aromatic and powerful 
herbs among them. On their mountains, and 
notably on Ida, grows that dittany which works 
such marvels, and which perhaps may give activity 
to this hot medicinal drink of theirs, I would not 
touch it, know’ingly : an unregarded leaf, dropped 
into it above the ordinary, might add such puis- 
sance to the concoction, as almost to break the 
buckles in my shoes : since wc have good and valid 
authority, that the wounded hart, on eating there- 
of, casts the arrow' out of his haunch or entrails, 
although it stuck a palm deep. 

BoLcon. When I read of such things I doubt 
them. lieligion and politics belong to God and 
to God’s vicegerent the King : w'c must not touch 
upon them unadvisedly : but if 1 could procure a 
plant of dittany on easy terms, I would persuade 
my apothccaiy and my gamekeeper to make some 
cjrperimentfl. 

Hooker. 1 dare not distrust what grave writers 
have declare^, ii matters beyond my knowdedge. 

Bacon. Good Master Hooker, I liavc read many 
of your reasonings ; and they are admirably well 
sustained : added to which, your genius has given 
such a strong current to your language as can 
come only from a mighty elevation and a most 
abundant plcnteousness. Y et forgive me, in God’s 
name, my worthy Master, if you descried in me 
some expression of w'ondcr at your simplicity. 
We are all wxak and vulnerable somewhere : com- 
mon men in the higher parts; heroes, as wa» 
feigned of Achillea, in the lower. You w'ould 
define to a hair’s breadtli, the qualities, states, and 
dependencies, of Principalities, Dominations, and 
Powders; you would be unerring about the Apostles 


and the Churches { andr’tis marvellous how you, 
wander about a potherb. 

Hooker. 1 krfow my poor weak intellects, most 
noble Lord, and how scantily they have profited 
by my hard painstaking. Comprehending few 
things, and those imperfectly, I say only what 
others bavq said^before, wise men^nd holy; and 
if, by passing through my heafC into*tl^ wide 
world around me, it pleasoth Gk>d that thSs little 
treasure^ shall have lost nothing of its weight and 
pureness, my exultation is then the exultation of 
humility. Wisdom* consisteth not in knowing 
many things, nor even in knowing them thorough- 
ly; but in choosing and in following wh^t conduces 
the most certainly to our lasting happiness and 
true glory. And this wisdom, my Lord of Veru- 
1am, cometh from above. 

Bacon. 1 have observed among tlJe well-infowtted 
and the ill-informed nearly the same quantity of 
infirmities and follies : those who are rather the 
wiser keep them separate, and thbso who are wisest 
of all keep them better out of sight. Now examine 
the sayings and writings of the prime philoso- 
phers; and you will often find them, Master 
Richard, to be untruths made to resemble iK^tltha, 
The business with them is to approxinfate as 
I nearly as possible, and nc/u to touch it : the goal 
I of the charioteer is evitata fervidis rotia, as some 
poet saith. But we who care nothing for chants 
and cadences, and have no tlmt to catch ap- 
plauses, push forward over atones and sands 
straightway to our object. I have persuaded men, 
and shall persuade them for ages, that I possess 
a wide range of thought unexplored by others, 
and first thrown open by me, with many fair 
inclosures of choice and abstruse knowledge. I 
have incited and instructed them to examir^ all 
subjects of useful and rational inquiry ; few i.hat 
•occurred to me have I myself left untouched or 
untried : one however hath almost escaped me, 
and surely one worth the trouble. 

Hooker. Pray, my Lord, if 1 am guilty of no 
indiscretion, what ma;;/ it be 1 

Baoon. Francis Bacon. 

Lest it be thought that authority is wanting for the 
strong expression of Hooker on ttie offoots of dittany, the 
reader is referred t(\jthe curious treatise of Plutarch on the 
reasoning faculties of animals, in which (near the end) he 
asks, ** Who instructed deer wounded by the Cretan arrow 
to seek fur dittany ? on the tasting of which herb the boltl 
fall immediately from their bodiea.** 


GENERAL LACY AND CURA MERINO. 


Merino. General, we have fought in the same 
cause, and 1 shall be .sorry if our sentiments at last 
diverge. What is peace if there be not concord! 

Lacy. Enthusiasm makes way for reflection, 
and reflection leads to that concord which we 
both desire. We think first of our wrongs and 
afterward of our rights. Iiyustice may become, 
where there is anything to be stirred, a lighter 
evil io ike aufferor than to the worker. 


Merino. AVe talk of the people and of parlia- 
ments, and, as it appears to me, are blindly fol- 
lowing the restless and changeful French. In 
fact .we are ready in our politics to build up a 
tower of Babel Shall these unbelievers persuade 
us that they are the cleverest people in the world, 
by sweetening us a cup of chocolate with a bunch 
of tuieiips or a truss of hay, or by whipping us off 
a leg while we are saying an ave-marial Let 
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them instruct us in ^rgcjy and chemistry, but ; 
let them always be considesed as our inferiors in j 
morality and government. # 

Lacy. Here, Senor Cura, we agree perfectly. 
Prosperity has made them so giddy, adversity 
can not sober them. The varnish that once co* 
rered their sharp and shallow character, cracked 
off in the ^days of the Eevolution, and they 
have*lost the greatest of their virtues, their hypo- 
crisy. Although I have fbught against them and 
against their partisans, while they A^ere under 
the same banners, yet f would gladly see all 
Spaniards in amity and at home. The French 
fiietion, as you call it, fought for the same object 
as we dicT 

Merino. How! they fought for our beloved 
Ferdinand 'I 

Lacy. They fought for our beloved Spain,, for 
her independence, for her freedom. Ought they I 
to be persecuted because they were betrayed 1 j 
Should we muader a man because he has fallen 
into a pit! or starve him to deatli, because he has 
gone for bread to another baker than ours % and 
liberty is surely, like bread, an article of the first 
na^sity to a Spaniard. 

M^ino. They followed not their lawful king. 

Lacy. Did wel did anywise nianl Did not all 
implore him to remain 1 did not all deprecate 
and detest that lowest o| degradation which ho 
n^her scorned nor shunned, but ran into and 
c^tedl , 

Merino. It was God’s Avill, As for those rebels, I 
the finger of God ... j 

Lacy. Pry thee, Senor ^ Cura, let God’s finger 
alone. Very worthy men are apt to snatch at it 
upon too light occasions : they Avould stop their 
tobacco-pipes with it. If Spain, in the 4:>pinion 
of our late opponents, could have obtained a fr?e j 
constitution by other means, they never AvouJd | 
have joined the French. True, they persisted ; | 
but how few have wisdom or courage enough to j 
make the distinction between retracting an error 
and deserting a cause ! He who declares himself 
a party-man, let his party profess the moft liberal 
sentiments, is a registered and enlisted slave : he 
begins by being a zealot and ends by being a 
dupe : he is tormented by regret and anger : yet 
is he as incapable from shame Uncf irresolution of 
throwing off the livery under which he sweats and 
fumes, as was that stronger one, more generously 
mad, the garment empoisoned with the life-blood 
of the CenttAir. 

Merino. How much better is it to abolish par- 
fixing a legitimate king at the head of 

La^, The object, thank God, is accomplished. 
Ferdinand is returning to Madrid, if perverse 
men do not mislead him. 

Merino. And yet there are Spaniards wild 
enough to talk of Cortes and Chambers of Peers. 

Lacy. Of the latter I knoiv nothing: but 1 
know that Spain formerly was great, free, and i 
happy, by the administration of her Corte^: and 
as I prefer in policy old experiments to new, I 


should not be sorry if the madness, as you call it, 
spread in that direction. 

There are many forms of government, but only 
two kinds ; the free and the despotic : in the one 
the people hath its representatives, in the othe 
not. Freedom, t# be, must be perfect : the half 
free can no more exist, even in idea, than the 
half-entire. Restraints laid ]^y a people on itself 
are sacrifices made to liberty ; and it never exerts 
a more beneficent or a greater power than in im- 
posing them. The nation that pays taxes with- 
out its ovni consent is under slavery : whosoever 
causes, whosoever maintains, that slavejy, sub* 
verts or abets the subversion of social order. 
Whoever is above the law is out of the law, just 
as evidently as whoever is above this room is out 
of this room. If men will outlaw themselves by 
overt acts, we are not to condemn those who 
remove them by the means least hazardous to the 
public peace. If even my daughter brought forth 
a monster, I could not arrest the arm that should 
smother it: and monsters of this kind are by 
infinite degrees less pernicious than such as rise 
up in society by violation of law. 

In regard to a Chamber of Peers, Spain does not 
I contain the materials. What has been the educa- 
' tion of our grandees 1 how narrow the space between 
the hornbook and mnhenito ? The English are 
amazed, and the French are indignant, that we 
have not imitated their constitutions. All con- 
stitutions formed for the French arc provisionary. 
Whether tlicy trip or tumble, whether they step 
or slide, the tendency is direct to slavery ; none 
but a most rigid Government will restrain them 
from cruelty or from mischief : they are scourged 
into good humour and starved into content. 1 
have read Avliatever 1 could find written on the 
I'inglish constitution : and it appears to mo, like 
the Deity, an object universally venerated, but 
requiring a Kevelati >n. 1 do not find the House 

of Peers, as 1 expected to fiud it, standing between 
the king and people. Throughout a long feCiics 
of years, it has been only twice in opp^^'sition to 
the Commons : once in declaring %;it the slave- 
trade ought not to be abolished ; again in declar- 
ing that those who believe in transubstantiation 
are unfit to command an army or to decide a 
cause. 

Merino. Into Avhat extravagances does infide- 
lity lead men, in other things not unwise. Blessed 
virgin of the thousand pains! and great Santiago 
of Compostellal deign to bring that benighted 
nation back again to the right path. 

Lacy. On Deity we reason by attribuVs, on 
government by metaphors. Wool or sand, em- 
bodied, may deaden the violence of what is dis- 
charged against the walls of a city : liercditary 
aristocracy hath no such virtue against the 
assaults of despotism, Avhich on the contrary it 
Avill maintain in opposition to the people. Since 
its power and AATalth, although tliey arc given ly 
the king, must be given from the nation : the 
one has not an interest in enriching it, the other 
has. All the countries that ever have been con* 
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qucred, have been surrendered to the conqueror In their magnifiocAcc ahd splendour^ have seen 
by the aristocracy, t«-tij)ul:j.ting for its own pro- things more lovely lind more glorious than them 
perty, power, and rank, yielding up the men, selves. The thrWe ol God is a speck of darknes*^ 
cattle, and mculs, oji the common. jS^overthelerts, if you compare it with the heait that beats only 
in every nation tJio pfo^joct ol* an upper chamber and beats constantly to pour forth its blood for the 
will be warmly eliorished. ^Jlie richer aspire td* preservation of our country ! Invincible Spain i 
honoum, the poorer to protection. Every family how^many o4‘ thy 'Children have lay4 this pure stir 
of wealth and rel:"peo Lability wishes to count a crificconthe altar! The Deity nathaoeepted it: 
peer among its relatives, aud, where the whole and there are those who would cast ^ts ashes to 
number is yet under nomination, everyone may the winds ! 

hope it. Those who have no occasion for pro- If ever a pcrvcrsf'ness of character, or the 
lectors, desire the powder of protecting; and those perfidy taught in courts, should induce a king of 
who have occasion for them, desire them to be j Spain to violate Jiis oath, to massacre his subjects, 
more efficient. to proscribe his friends, to imprison hisNdefonaen^ 

Despotism sits nowhere so secure as under the to abolish the representation of tho people,^ Spain 
effigy and ensigns of Freedom. You would ima- will be drawn by resentment to do what Policy in 
gine tliat the British peers have given tbeir vain has whispered in the ear of Generosity. She 
names to beneficent institutions, w'isc laws, and and Portugal will be one : nor will she be sensible 
flourishing colonics : no such thing : instead of of disgrace in exchanging a prince of French 
which, a slice of meat between two slices of origin lor a prince of Portuguese. There is a 
bread derives its name from one; a tumble of north-west pjissage to the golden shores of Prec- 
lieels over head, a feat performed hy beggar-boys dom; and, if pirates infest tho opener seas, brave 
on the roads, from another. The former, 1 pre- adventurers will cut their way through it. Let 
sume, was a practical commentator on the Roman j kings tremble at nothing but their own fraudu' 
fableoftliebellyand the members, aud maintained j leuee aud violence; and never at popular Slifeem- 
wdth all his power and interest f.he supremacy of . blies, which alone can direct them unerrin^y. 
the nobler part ; and the latter was of a family in | Merino. Educated as kihgs are, by pious men, 
which the head never was equivalent to the legs. | servants of God, they see a chimera in a popular 
Others divide their titles with a Avaistcoat, a bon- ! assembly. ^ 

not, and a boot ; the more illustrious wdth some Ijuvif. Those who refuse to tfteir people a?%a- 
islaud inhabited by sea-calves. i tioiial and just representation, ca^^Ung it a chimera. 

Merino. I deprecate such iniporf,ations into our will one day remember that he who pmrehasos 
mon.archy. God forbid that the ermine of his , their afiections at the price of a cliiznera, pur- 
Oatholic Majesty be tagged with the sordid tail of chases them cheaply c and those who, having 
a monster so rough as feudality ! | promised the boon, retract it, will put their hand 

IfOcy. If kings, whether by reliance on cxteriiul to the signature directed by a hand of iron, 
force, by introduction of external institutions, or State 'kfter state comes forward in asserting its 
by misapplication of w'hat they may posses;* wi I hiu rights, as wave follows wave; each acting upon 
the realm, show a disposition to conspire with , diicli ; and the tempest is gathering in regions 
other kings against its rights, it may be cxpet,ted i wdicrc no miuanur or voice is audible. Portugal 
that communities will, some secretly and others pants for freedom, in other words is With 

openly, unite their moral, their intelhjctual, and, one foot in England and the other in Brazil, there 
when opportunity permits it, their phy.sical powders w as danger in withdrawing either : she appears 
against thcr^ If alliances are holy w hich are however to have recovered her equipoise. Aecus- 
entered into upon the soil usurped, surely not tomed to fix her attention upon England, wisely 
unholy are those which are formed for defence w ill she act if she imitates her example in tho 
against all kinds and all methods of spoliation, union with kreknd; a union which ought to 
1 f men are marked out for banishment, for im- J cause no other regret than in having been cele* 
prisonment, for slaiigliter, because they assert the i brated so late. If on the contraiy she believes 
rights and defend the liberties of their country, j that national power and prosperity are the pecu- 
can you wonder at seeing, as you must ere long, a ! liar gifts of independence, she must, believe that 
confederacy of free countries, formed for the ap- England was more powerful and prosperous in 
prehension or extinction of whoever pays, dis- the days of her heptarchy than fifty years ago. 
ciplines, or directs, under whatsoever title, those Algarve would find no more advantage Tn her 
tremendous masses of human kind, which con- independence of Portugal, than Portugal would 
some the whole produce of their native land in _ find in continuing detached from the other por- 
depopulating another '! Is it iniquitous or unna- 1 tions of our peninsula. There were excellent 
tural that laws be opposed to edicts, and constitu- reasons for declaring her independence at the 
tions to despotism ^ 0 Seiior Merino ! there are time ; there now are better, if better be possible, 
yet things holy : all tho barbarians and all the for a coalition. She, like ourselves, i8.iii danger 
autocrats in the universe cannot make that word of losing her colonics : how can either party by' 
a byword to the Spaniard. Yes, there may be any other means retrieve its lossi Normandy 
holy alliances ; and the hour strikes for their esia- and Brittany, after centuries of war, joined the 
bUshment. This beautiful earth, iVese heavens j other provinces of France: more centuries of 
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•tevmr war would not sutder them. We have no 
such price to pay. Independence is always the 
sentiment that follows liberty; and it is always 
the most ardently desired by that country, which, 
supposing the administration of law to be similar 
and equal, derives the greatest advantage from 
the union. Ai^ording to the slate of society in 
two countries, to the justice or injustice of go- 
vernment, to proximity or distance, independence 
may be good or bad. Normandy and JJrittany 
would have found it hurtfiil^nd pernicious : they 
would have been corrupted by bribery, and over- 
run J)y competitors, the more formidable and the i 
more disastrous from a parity of force. They had 
not however so weighty reasons for union with ! 
France, as Portugal has witli Spain. 

Merino. To, avoid the collision of ting and 
people, we may think about an assembly to be 
composed of the higher clergy and principal 
nobility. 

Lacy. What snoul'i produce any collision, any 
dissension or dissidence between kidg and people? [ 
Is the wisdom of a nation less than an Indi vidual’s i | 
Can it not see its own interests ? and ought he, to 
8ee*fiHJ other 1 Surround the tbrone with state 
and s^endour and magnificence, but withhold 
from it the means of corruption, which must 
overflow upon itself, and sap it. To no intent or 
purpose can they ever be employed, unless to sul)- 
verW^he constitutor! ; and beyond the jialing of a 
constitution a Itng is fera matures. Look at i 
Bussia and Turkey : how few of their Czars and 
Sultans have died a natural death ! unless indeed 
in such a state of society the most natural death 
is a violent one. 1 'would not accusl/om men to 
daggers and poisons; for which reason, among 
others, 1 'w^ould remove them as far as p^ssihlts 
from despotism. 

To talk of Prance is nugatory : England tlierlj 
where more causes arc tried within the year than 
among us within ten, has only twelve judges, 
criminal and civil, in her ordinary courts. A 
culprit, or indeed an iniioecnt man, inayplic six 
months in prison before his trial, on suspicion of 
having stolen a petticoat or pair of slippers. As 
for her civU laws, they are more contradictory, 
more dilatory, more complicatedf nwro uncertain, 
more ex];)enBive, more inhumane, than any now in 
use among men. They who appeal to them for 
redress of ixjjury, suflfer an aggravation of it ; and 
when Justico,come.s down at last, she alights on 
ruins. Public opinion i.s the only bulwark against 
oppression, and the voice of wretchedness is upon 
most cRcasions too feeble to excite it. Law in 
England, and in most other countries of Europe, 
is the crown of injustice, burning and intolerable 
as that hammei^d and nailed upon the head of 
Zekkler, after he had been forced to eat the 
quivering flesh of his companions in insurrection.* 
In the statutes of the North American United 
States, there is no such oflence as libel upon the 

Alhrissi Suit* origim del Danuhio and Retpkblica 
Mungaricft* 


‘ Government : because in that country there is no 
worthless wretch whose government leads to, or 
can be brought into, contempt. This undefined 
and imdcfinable oflence, in England, hath con- 
signed many just men and eminent scholars to 
Poverty and imprisonment, to incurable maladies, 
and untimely death. Law, like the Andalusian 
bull, lowers lior head and shufs her eyes before 
she makes her push ; and either she misses her 
object altogether, or she leaves it immersed in 
bloodshed. 

When an action is brought by one subject 
against another, in which he seeks indemnity for 
an injury done to his property, his comforts, or his 
character, a jury awards the amount : but if some 
l)arasite of the king wishes to mend his fortune, 
after a run of bad luck at the gaming-table or of 
improvident bets on the race-course, he informs 
the attomey-goncral that he has detected a libel 
on Majesty, which, unless it he chastised and 
checked by the timely interference of those blessed 
institi^iioiis whence they are great and glorious, 
would leave no man’s office, or honour, or peace, 
inviolable. It may happen that the writer, at 
woiist, hath indulged his wit on some personal 
fault, some feature in the character fat below tbe 
crown : this is enough for a prosecution : and the 
author, if found guilty, lies at the mercy of 
the judge. The jury in this case is never ilio 
awarder of damages. Are then the English laws 
equal for all ? Recently there was a member of 
parliament who declared to tbe people such things 
against the Government, as were openly called 
seditious and libellous, both by his colleagues and 
his judges, lie wa.s coiulemned to pay a fiiuj, 
amounting to less than the three hundredth part, 
of his property, and to be confined for three 
months : in an apartment more airy and more 
splendid than any in his own house. Another, no 
member of parliameni, wrote something ludicrous 
about Majesty, and was condemned, ho and his 
brother, to jjay the full half of their property, and 
to be confined among felons for two yc{u» ! This 
confinement was deemed so flagrar cruel, that 
the magistrates soon afterward allowed a little 
more light, a little more air, and better company ; 
not however in separate ward bm. separate pri- 
sons. The judge who pronounced the sentence 
is still living ; he lives unbruised, unhrauded. and 
he appears like a man among men. 

Merino. Why not ? He proved his spirit, firm- 
ness, and fidelity : in our country he would he 
appointed Grand-inquisitor on the next vacanc.,, 
and lead the queen to her scat at the firsi aulo 
dafe. Idlers and philosophers may complain ; 
but certainly this portion of the English ihsl.itu- 
tions ought to bo commended warmly by every true 
Spaniard, every friend to the altar and the throne. 
And yet, general, you mention it in such a man- 
ner, as would almost let a careless inattentive 
hearer go away with the persuasion that you dis- 
approve of it. Speculative and dissatisfied men 
are existing in all countries ; oven in Spain and 
England ; but wc have scourges in. store for the 



142 IMAGIKAllY CONVERS ATfONB. * 

{ • 

pruritmcy of dissatisfaction, and caso*; and caps for Merim. Nelson.was a heretic, a blasphexner, a 
the telescopes of speculation. revolutionist. % 

Lacy, The faultiness of the English laws is not Lacy. On heresy and blasphemy I am inoapa* 
complained of nor pointed out exclusively by the ble of deciding ; but never was there a more 
speculative or the sangiiine, by the oppressed oy strenuous antagonist of revolutionaiy principles ; 
the disappointed ; it was the derision and scoff of and upon this ro^k his glory split and foundered. 
George the Se(iond, one of the bravest and most When Sir "^^illiam Hamilton deiiltred t^ the Nea- 
constitutional kinjfs. As to our laws,” said he, politan insurgents, who had laid down their arms 
** we pass near a liundred every session, which before royal promises, that his Government hav* 
seem made for no other purpose but to afford ing engaged with the Allied Powers to eradicate 
us the pleasure of breaking them.” revolutionary doctrihes from Europe, he could 

This is not reported by whig or tory, who not countenance the fulfilment of a capitulation 
change principles as they change places, but by a which opposed the views of the coalition, whall did 
dispassionate unambitious man, of sound sense ! N^elson ? lie tarnished the brightest sword in 
and in easy circumstances, a personal and inti- ' Europe, and devoted to the most insatiable of the 
mate friend of the king, from whose lips he 1 Furies the purest blood ! A Caroline and a 
himself received it, Lord Waldegravc. Yet an } Ferdinand, the most opprobrious*of the human 
Englishman thinks himself quite as free, and j race, and among the lowest in intellect, were 
governed quite as rationally, as a citizen of the permitted to riot in the slaughter of a Carac- 


United Spates ! so does a Chinese. Such is the 
hemlock that Habitude administers to Endur- 
ance; and so long is it in this torpor eie the 
heart sickens. 

I am far from he vehemence of the English 
commander Nelson ; a man however who betraj^cd 
neither in war nor policy any deficiency of acute- 
ness and judgment. He sjiys unambiguously and 
distinctly in his letters, All ministers of kings 
and princes are in my opinion as great scoundrels 
as ever lived.” 

Merino. Certainly there is no reason to com- 
plain that he is ambiguous or indistinct in his 
phraseology. 

Lacy. Versatility, indecision, falsehood, ingra- 
titude, had strongly marked, as he saw, the two ^ 
principal ones of his country, Pitt and Fox ; the 
latter of whom openly turned honesty into deri- 
sion, while the former sent it wrapped up decently 
to market. Now if all ministers of kings and 
princes are, what the admiral calls them from his 
experience, as great scoundrels as ever lived,” 
we must be as great fools as ever lived if we endure 
them : w^e should look for others. 

Merino. that will not do : the new ones, 
possessing the same power and the same places, 
will be the same men. 

Lacy. I am afraid then the change must not Ik 
only in the servants, but in the masters, and that 
we must not leave the choice to those wdio always 
choose as great scoundrels as ever lived.” Nelson 
was a person who had had much to do with the 
ministers of kings and princes ; none of his age 
had more ; an age in which the ministers had 
surely no less to do than those in any other age 
since the creation of the world. He was the best 
commander of his nation : he was consulted and 
employed in every difficult and doubtful undertak- 
ing: he must have known them thoroughly. 
What meaning then shall we attribute to his 
words ? Shall we say that " as great scoundrels 
as ever lived” ought to govern the universe in 
perpetuity ? Or can we doubf that they must do 
so, if we suffer kings and princes to appoint them 
at each other’s recommendation ? 


cioli. '' 

The Engli^ constitution, sir, is founded on 
revolutionary doctrines, and her kings acknow- 
ledge it. Recollect now the note of her diplo- 
matist. Is England in Europe I If she is,4riMch 
I venture not to assert, her rulers have declared 
their intention to eradicate the foundations of her 
liberties : and they have broken their word so 
often, that I am inclined to believe they will 
attempt to recover their credit by keepiiyi^ it 
strictly here. But the safest and least costly con 
quests for England, would be those over the under- 
standings and the hearts of men. They requirt 
no garrisons; they equip no navies; they en- 
counter no tempests ; they withdraw none from 
labour ; they might extend from the arctic to the 
antarctic circle, leaving every Briton at his own 
fireside ; and Earth like Ocean would have her 
g^cat Pacific. The strength of England lies not 
in armaments and invasions : it lies in the omni- 
presence of her industry, and in the vivifying ener- 
gies of her high civilisation. There are provinces 
she can not grasp ; there are islands she can not 
hold fast : but there ]s neither island nor pro- 
vince, there is neither kingdom nor continent, 
which slie could not draw to her side and fix there 
everlastingly, by saying the magic words Be Free, 
Every land whSreTn she favours the sentiments of 
freedom, every land wherein she but forbids them 
to he stifled, is her own ; a true ally, a willing 
tributary, an inseparable friend. Principles 
bold those together whom power Vould only 
alienate. 

Merino. I understand little these nove^ doc- 
trines : but Democracy herself must be contented 
with the principal features of the English consti- 
tution. The great leaders are not taken from the 
ancient families. * 

Jjcmj. These push forward into Parliameiit 
young persons* of the best talents they happen to 
pick up, whether at a hall or an opera, at a gaxfi- 
ing-table or a college-mess, who from time to time; 
accordjpg to the offices they have filled, mount 
into the upper chamber and make room for others : 
but it is understood that, in both chambers, they 
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^sIibU dittxibuie honours* and VlBces at the com* 
‘mandof their patrons. Truep indeed, the osten* 
Bible heads are not of ancient or evCn of respectable 
parentage. The more wealthy and powerful pecrf^ 
send them from their boroughs into the House of 
Commons, as they send race-horses from their 
stables to Newmarket, and ^cks irom their 
training*jEard to $)oncaster. This is, in like man* 
ner, a pride, a luxury, a speculation. Even bank- 
rupts have been permitted to sit there ; njen who, 
when they succeeded, were a^urae to their countr}' 
worse than when they failed: 

Let us rather collect together our former insti- 
tutidhs, chpriah all that brings us proud remem- 
brances, brace our limbs for the efforts we must 
inake, train our youth on our own arena, and never 
deem it decorous to imitate the limp of a wi'cstler 
writhing in hisVecrepitude. 

The Chamber of Peers in England is the dor- 
mitory of Freedom and of Genius. Those who ' 
enter it have eaten the lotus and forget their 
country. A minister, to suit his jMirposes, may 
make a dozen or a score or a hundred of peers 
in a day. If they arc rich they are inactive ; 
if thrnf are poor they are dependent. In 
general he chooses the rich, who always want 
something; for wealth ts less easy to satisfy than 
poverty, luxury than hunger. He can dispense 
with thehr energy if he can obtain their votes, 
md J^ey never cibandon him unless he has con- 
Vinted them. • 

Merino. Impossible ! that any minister should 
make twenty, or even ten peers, during one 
convocation. . 

Lacy, The English, by a most happy metaphor, 
call them hatches, seeing so many drawn forth at 
a time, with the rapidity of loaves from an^ven,^ 
and moulded to the same ductility by less mani- 
pulation. A minister in that system has equallji^ 
need of the active and the passive, as the creation 
has equally need of males and females. Do not 
imagine I would discredit or depreciate the House 
of Peers. Never will anotherjand contain oq^ com- 
posed of characters in general more honourable ; 
more distinguished for knowledge, for charity, for 
generosity, for equity ; more perfect in all the 
duties of men and citizens. Let ii^st^^nd : a nation 
should be accustomed to no changes, to no images 
but of strength and duration : let it stand then, as 
a lofty and ornamental belfry, never to be taken 
down or lowered, until it threatens by its decay 
the congregatfon underneath : but let none be ex- 
communicated who refuse to copy it, whether from 
foultinys in their foundation or from deficiency in 
fchqir materials. Different countries require dif- 
ferent governments. Is the rose the only 
in the garden 1 is Hesperus the only star in the 
heavens 1 We may be hurt by our safe-guards, if 
we try new ones. 

Don Britomarte Delciogo took his daily siesta 
•n tbe grass in the city-dyke of Barbastro : he 
shaded his face with his sombrero, and slept pro- 
foundly. One day unfortunately a gnat aligtted 
on his nose, and bit it, Don Britomarte roused 


himself ; and, remembering that he could enfold 
his arms in* his mantle, took off a glove and 
covered the unprotected part with it. Satisfied at 
the contrivance, he slept again; and more pro- 
foundly than ever. Whether there was any savoury 
Sdour in the glove, I know not : certain it is that 
some rats came from under the fbrtificatiojis, and, 
perforating the new defence oll^Don Britomarte, 
made a breach in the salient angle which had suf- 
fered so lately by a less potent enemy ; and he was 
called from that day forward the knighi of the kid- 
skin vizor. 

Merino. Sir, I do not understand stories : I 
never found wit or reason in them, 

Lacy. Let us return then to graver facts. Eng- 
land in the last twenty years has undergone iv 
greater revolution than any she struggled to coun- 
teract : a revolution more awful, more pernicious. 
She alone of all the nations in .the world hath suf- 
fered by that of France : she is become less wealthy 
by it, less free, less liberal, less moral. Half a 
century ago she was represented chiefly by her 
country-gentlemen. Pitt made the richer, peers ; 
the intermediate, pensioners ; the poorer, exiles ; 
andjbia benches were overflowed with Honourables 
from the sugar-cask and indigo-bag. He changed 
all the features both of mind and matter. Old 
mansions were converted into workhouses and 
barracks : children, who returned from school at 
the holidays, stopped in their own villages and 
asked why they stopped. More oaks followed him 
than over followed Orpheus ; and more stones, a 
thousand to one, leaped down at his voice than 
over leaped up at Amphion's. Overladen with 
taxation, the gentlemen of England, a class the 
grandest in character that ever existed upon earth, 
the best informed, the most generous, the moat 
patriotic, were driven from their residences into 
cities. Their authority ceased ; their example 
was altogether lost ; and it appears by the calen- 
dars of the prisons, that two-thirds of tae offenders 
were from the country ; whereas, until these dis- 
astrous times, four-fifths were from the towns. To 
what a degree those of the to^viis th- - ^slves must 
have increased, may be supposed by the stagna- 
tion in many trades, and by the conversion of 
labourers and artisans to soldiers. 

The coimtry-gentleuieii, in losing their rank 
and condition, lost the higher and more delicate 
part of their principles. There decayed at once 
in them that robustness and that nobility of cha- 
racter, which men, like trees, acquire from stand- 
ing separately. Deprived of their former occu- 
pations and amusements, and impatient of Inac- 
tivity, they condescended to be members of 
gaming-clubs in the fashionable cities, incurred 
new and w^orse expenses, and eagerly sought, from 
among the friendships they had contracted, those 
who might obtain for them or for their families 
some atom from the public dilapidation. Hence 
nearly all W’ere subservient to the minister : those 
who were not, were marked out as disaffected to 
the constitution, or at best as singular men whe 
courted celebrity from retirement. 
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Buoh waft the state of thJ landed interest ; and 
what was that of the commercial U Industrious 
tradesmen speculated; in other words, gamed. 
Bankers were coiners, not giving a piece of metal, 
but a scrap of paper, Thej who had thousands, 
lent millions, and lost all. Slow and sure gain^ 
were discreditablp ; and nothing was a sight more 
common, more natural, or seen with more indiffer- 
ence, than fortunes rolling down from their im- 
mense acctimulation. Brokers and insurers and 
jobbers, people whose education could not have 
been liberal, were now for the first time found at 
the assemblies and at the tables of the great, and 
were treated there with the first distinction. Every 
hand through which money passes was pressed 
afFectioriately. The viler part of what is demo- 
cratical w^as supported by the aristocracy; the 
better of what is republican was thrown down. 
England, like one whose features are just now 
turned awry by aii apoplexy, is ignorant of the 
change she has undergone, and is the more lethar- 
gic the more she is distorted. Not only hath she 
lost her bloom and spirit, hut her form and gait, 
her voice and memory. The weakest of mortals 
was omnipotent in parliament ; and being so, ho 
dreamed in his drunkenness that he could com- 
press the spirit of the times ; and before the fumes 
had passed away, he rendered the wealthiest of 
nations the moat distressed. The spirit of the 
times is only to be made useful by catching it as 
it rises, to be managed only by concession, to be 
controlled only by compliancy. Like the power- 
ful agent of late discovery that impels vast masses | 
across the ocean, or raises tlicm from the abysses j 
of the earth, it performs everything by attention, 
nothing by force, and is fatal alike from coercion j 
and from neglect. That government is the best 
whi h the people obey the most willingly and the 
most wisely : that state of society, in which the 
greatest number may live and educate their 
families becomingly, by unstrained bodily, and un- 
restricted intellectual exertion : where superiority 
in office springs from u orth, and where the chief 
magistrate hath no higher interest in perspective 
than the i&ctndancy of the law's. Nations arc 
not ruined by war : for convents and churches, 
palaces and cities, arc not nations. The Messe- 


xnine if such langujfige be offemivel Why fthotild^ 
intolerance hatch an hypothesis, or increase her 
own alarm by tl e obstreperous chuckle of ineuba- 
tion. 

M^ino. Kings stand in the place of God 
among us. » 

Lacy, I ^sh fhey would make way for the 
owner. They love God only when thej^ fancy he 
has favoured their passions, and fear him only 
when they must buy him off. If indeed they be 
his vicegerents on earth, let them repress the 
wicked and exalt the' virtuous. Wherever in the 
material world there is a grain of gold, it sinks to 
the bottom ; chaff floats over it : in the anfinal, 
the greatest and most sagacious of creatures hide 
themselves in w'oods and caverns, in morasses and 
solitudes, and we hear first of their existence when 
we find their bones. l)o you pefccive a resem- 
blance anywhere 1 If princes are desirous to imi- 
tate the governor of the universe, if they are dis- 
posed to obey him, if they consult religion or 
reason, or, wbat oftener occupies their attention, 
the stability of power, they will admit the insti- 
tutions best adapted to render men honest and 
peaceable, industrious and contented. Otbe^se, 
let them be certain that, although they themselves 
may escape the chastisenlent they merit, their 
children and grandchildren will never be out of 
danger or out of fcar.o Calculations on the inten- 
sity of force are often just, hardly ever so thqi^f on 
i its durability. <» 

Merino. As if truly that depended on men! a 
blow against a superintending Providence! It 
always follows the pestilential breath that would 
sully the majesty of kings. 

Lucy. Sciipr Merino, my name, if you have for- 
gotten it, is Lacy: take courage and recollect 
yourself. The whole of my discourse hath tended 
Iwo keep the majesty of kings unsullied by pre- 
serving their honour inviolate. Any blow against; 
a superintending Providence is too insane for ro- 
I jn-oach, too impotent for i)ity : and indeed what 
piTil can by anyone be apprehended from the 
I Almignty, when he has Cura Merino to preach 
: fi»r him and the Holy Inquisition to protect 
! liim ? 

! Mei'ino. I scorn the sneer, sir ! and know not 


nians and Jews and Araucanians saw their houses ! by what right, or after what resemblance, you 
and temples levelled with the pavement: the j couple ray name with the Holy Inquisition ; which 
mightiness of the crasli gave the stronger mind a ; our Lord the King in his Avisdom hath not yet re- 
fresh impulse, and it sprang high above the flames 1 established, and which the Holy Allies for the 
that consumed the last fragment. The ruin of a greater part have abolished in their dominions, 
country is not the blight of corn, nor the weight Lacy. This never would have been effected if 
and impetuosity of hailstones ; it is not mimda- the holy heads of the meek usurpers h(®4 not 
tion nor storm, it is not pestilence nor famine ; a raised themselves above the crown ; proving from 
few years, perhaps a single one, may cover all j doctors and confessors, from old Testament and 
traces of such calamity. But that country is too j new, the privilege they possessed of whipping and 
surely ruined, in which morals are lost irretrievably burning and decapitating the wearer. The kings 
to the greater part ot the rising generation : and j in their fright ran against the chalice of poison, 
there are they about t o sink and perish, where the ■ by which many thousands of their subjects had 
ruler has given, by an unrepressed and an unre- ' perished, and by which their own hands were, after 
proved example, the lesson of bad faith. their retractings an ! writhings, ungauiitletod. 

Merino, Sir, I cannot hear such language. undiijkcd, and paralysed. 

Lacy, Why then converse with me 1 Is tlie fault Europe, Asia^ America, sent up siinultaneeuidy 
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to heaven a shout of jojAt th& subversion : Africa^ Merino, I take my leave, general. May your 
‘ aeated wnong tamer monsters and addicted to Excellency live many years I 
mildar superstitioiiB,^ wondered A what burst and I breathe the pure street-air again. Traitor 
deyspring of beatitude the human race was cele- and atheist I I will denounce him : he has shaved 
hrati^ around her so high and enthusiastic a for the last time : he shall never have Christian 
Jubilee. burial. 


PERICLES AND SOPHOCLES. 


Peridea, 0 Sophocles 1 is there in thb world a 
dty so beautiful as Atheilsl Congratulate me, 
embrace me; the Pirseus and the Poecile are 
completed this day ; * my glory is accomplished ; 
behold it founded on the supremacy of our fellow- 
citizens. 

Sephodee, And it arises, 0 Pericles, the more 
nuyesticallyfrem the rich and delightful plain of 
equal laws. The Gods have bestowed on our 
statuaries and painters a mighty power, ennbling 
them to restore our ancestors unto us, &ome in 
the calm of thought, others in the tumult of battle, 
ai^ to present them before our children when we 
are gone. 

Shall it be so ? Alas, how worthless 
an inq^imbrance, bow wearisome an impediment 
is life, if it separate «i8 from the better of our 
ancestors, not in our existences only, but in our 
merits I ^We are little by b%ing seen among men ; 
because that phials of us only is visible which is 
exposed toward jhem and which most resembles 
them : we become greater by leaving the world, 
as the sun appears to be on descending below the 
horizon. Strange reflection 1 humiliating truth ! 
that nothing on earth, no exertion, no endowment, 
can do so much for us as a distant day. And 
deep indeed, 0 Sophocles, must be tfie impsession 
made upon thy mind by these masterly works of 
art, if they annihilate in a manner the living ; if 
they lower in thee that spirit which hath often 
aroused by one touch, or rather flash, the whole 
Athenian people at thy tragedies, and force upon 
thee the cold and ungenia^bellef, the last which 
it appears to be tbeir nature to inculcate, that 
while our children are in existence it can cease to 
bo among them. 

Sophodea, I am only the interoreter of the 
heroes and divinities who are looting down on 
me. When I survey them I remember their 
actions, and when 1 depart from them 1 visit the 
regions they illustrated. 

Neither th^ Goddesses on Ida nor the Gods be- 
fore Troy were such rivals as our artists. iEschylus 
hath siij^passed me :t 1 must excel .^schylus. 0 

* Their dcoorationo only ; for the structures were finished 
before. The propylea of Pericles were entrances to the 
oltedel I other works of oonsunimate beauty were erected as 
decomtfoiu to the city, but oblefly in the Pceclle, where also 
wet seen the Temple of Cybele, with her statue by Phidias. 

t flophoeles fiained the first priaefor which he contended 
with JBsebyluaend was oonaeloos that he had not yet 
deserved the euperiority, which enthusiasm on the one 
side and Jealousy on the other are always ready to grant a 
VlgomtiB young competitor. The character of Sophocles 
was frank and liberal, aa was remarkably proved clli the 
dMlbarklilastitval, Mudiddes. 


Pericles, thou coi^urest up Discontent from the 
bosom of Delight, and givest her an elevation 
of mien and character she never knew before : 
thou makest every man greater than his compe- 
titor, and not in his own eyes but in another’s. 
We want historians : thy eloquence will form the 
style, thy administration will supply the materials. 
Beware, O my friend, lest the people hereafter be 
too proud of their city, and imagine that to have 
been born in Athens is enough. 

Pericles, And this indeed were hardly more 
irrational, than the pride which cities take some- 
times'in the accident of a man’s birth within their 
walls, of a citizen’s whose experience was acquired, 
whose virtues were fostered, and perhaps whose 
services were performed, elsewhere. 

Sophocles. They are proud of having been the 
cradles of great men, then only when great men 
can bo no longer an incumbrance or a reproach to 
them. Let them rather boast of those who spend 
the last day in thorn than tlie first ; this is always 
accidental, that is generally by choice ; for, from 
sometliing like instinct, we wish to close our eyes 
upon the world in the places we love best, the 
child in its mother’s bosom, the patriot in his 
country. When we are born we are the same as 
others : at our decease we may induce our friends, 
and oblige our enemies, to acknowledge that 
others are not the same as we. It is folly to say. 
Death levels the whole human race : for it is only 
when he hath stripped men of every tiling external, 
that their deformities can be clearly discovered 
or their worth correctly ascertained. Gratitude 
is soon silent ; a little while longe’^ '*jid Ingrati- 
tude is tired, is satisfied; is exhaust^l, or sleeps. 
Lastly fly off* the fumes of party-spin the hottest 
and most putrid ebullition of self-love. We then 
see before us and contemplate calmly the creator 
of our customs, the niler of our passions, the 
arbiter of our pleasures, and, under the Gods, the 
disposer of our destiny. What then, I pray thee, 
is there dead ? Nothing more than that which we 
can handle, cast down, bury^.>itimd surely not he 
who is yet to progenerate a more numerotfs and 
ft,r better race, than durit^^^^ few years it was 
permitted us to converse him. 

Pericles. When I reflect on Themistocles, on 
Aristides, and on the greatest of mortal men, 
Miltiades, I wonder how their countrymen can 
repeat their names, unless in performing the 
office of expiation.* 

♦ There ere sonu* who meydeem this reflection unsuitable 
to Pericles. He saw injustice in others, and bated It ; yet 
ha caused the baaishraent of CIznon, aa great aman as any 
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Sophodes. dties are ignorant that nothii^ la he waa drunk; thlrdly,^^ acting to pevftetioii 
more diagraceful to them, than to 1?e the like a drunken mfin when he was aober ; Nfid 

places of the illuetriously good, and not ^rward fburthlj,by amoA surpriaing trlck indeed, which it 
the places of their residence ; that their dignity lo reported he learnt in Babylonia: one would have 
consists in adorning them if^th distinctions, in sworn he had a blazing fire in his mouth ; take it 
entrusting to them the regulation of the common *| out, and it is nothing but a lump of ice. The 
wealth, and not in having sold a crust or cordial king, befor(> whom he was admitted to play hit 
to the nurse or midwife. tricks, hated him at first, and tdld him«that the 

Pericles. 0 Zeus and Pallas ! grant a right last conjuror had made him cautious of sue! 
mind to the Athenians 1 If, throughout so many people, ^ having been detected in filching iton> 
and such eventful ages they have been found by a royal tiara one of j the weightiest jewels: bu< 
you deserving of their freedom, render them more talents forced their way. As for Cbloros, I men 
and more worthy of the great blessing you be- tion him by the name under which I knew him , 
stowed on them ! May the valour of our children he has changed it since ; for although the %irt 
defend this mole for ever ; and constantly may wherewith it was encrusted kept him comfortable 
their patriotism increase and strengthen among at first, when it cracked and began to erumbbt it 
these glorious reminiscences ! Shield them from was incommodious. 

the jealousy of surrounding states, from the fero- The barbarians have commencedf, I understand* 
city of barbarian kings, and from the perfidy of to furbish their professions and vocations with 
those who profess the same religion 1 Teach them rather whimsical skirts and linings: thus for 
that between the despot and the free all compact instance a chessplayer is lionrheaf^ted and wordiip^ 
is a cable of sand, and every alliance unholy ! [/t^; a drunkaid is and a hunter 

And, 0 givers of power and wisdom ! remove from of fox, badger, polecat, fitchew, and weazel/ is 
them the worst and wildest of illusions, that excellency and rigJU honourable; while, such is 
happiness, liberty, virtue, genius, will be fostered the delicacy of distinction, a rat-catcher iS^fisi- 
or long respected, inuclx less attain their just derably less : he however is Ulustrioi^t and 
ascendancy, under any other form of government! appears, as a tail to a cOmet, in the train of a 
Sophocles. May the Gods hear thee, Pericles, legation, holding a pen between his teeth to denote 
as they have always done ! or may I, reposing his capacity for secretUry, and leading a terrier in 
in my tomb, never know that they have not the right hand, and carrying a ‘trap baited ,^th 
heard thee ! cheese and anise-seed in the leftr 

I smile on imagining how trivial would thy It is as creditable among them to lie vrith dex- 
patriotisin and ideas of government appear to terity as it is common among the Spartans to 
Chloros. And iiul<i<jd much wiser men, from the steal. Chloros, who performed it with singular 
prejudices of habit and education, have under- frankness and composure, had recently a cock's 
valued them, preferring the dead quiet of their feather mourted on his turban, in place of a hen's, 
wintry hives to our breezy spring of life and busy and the people was commanded to address him by 
summer. The countries of the vine and olive are the title of rnost nMe, His brother Alexaretes 


more subject to hailstorms than the regions of the 
north : yet is it not better that some of the fruit 
should fall than that none should ripen 1 

Pericles. Quit these creatures; let them lie 
warm and slumber; they are all they ought to be, 
all they car But pry thee who is Chloros, that 

he should deserve to be named by Sophocles ? 

Sophocles. He was born somewhere on the 
opposite coast of Euboea, and sold as a slave in 
Persia to a man who dealt largely in that trafiic, 
and who also had made a fortune by displaying to 
the public four remarkable proofs of ability : first, 
by swallowing at a draught an amphora of the 
strongest wine ; secondly, by standing up erect 
and modulating his voice like a sober man when 

of the three. It ih true he had afterward the glory of 
propoting and of currying to Sparta the decree of his recall, 
Let us contemplate the brighter side of his character, his 
eloquence, his wit, his clemency, his Judgment, his flrm- 
ness, his regularity, his decorousness, his domesticity ; let 
ns then unite him with his predecessor, and acknowledge 
that such illustrious rivals never met before or since, in 
enmity or in friendship. Could the piety attributed t<» 
Pericles have belonged to a scholar of Anaxagoras? 
Eloquent men often talk like religious men : and where 
should the eloquence of Periclee be more inflamed by 
enthusiasm than in the midst of his propylea, at the side 
of iSophoclesb and before the Oods of Phidias ? 


.ras employed at a stipend of four talents to detect 
an adultress in one among the royal wives : he 
gave no intelligence in the course of several 
months : the king on his return cried angrily, 
‘*Whai- hast thou be^n doing? hast thou never 
found her out?” He answered, Thy servant, 0 
king, hath been doing more than finding out an 
adultress ; he hath, 0 king, been making one." 

Pericles. I Ijia^c heard the story with this differ- 
ence, that the bed-ambaasador being as scantily 
gifted with facetiousness as with perspicacity, the 
reply was framed satirically by some other cour- 
tier, who, imitating his impudence, had forgotten 
his dulness. But about the rewara of falsehood, 
that is wonderful, when we read that formerly the 
Persians were occupied many years in tVe sole 
study of truth. 

Sophocles. How difficult then must th^ have 
found it ! no wonder they left it off the first 
moment they could conveniently. The grand 
father of Chloros was honest : he carried a pack 
upon his shoulders, in which pack were contaJhied 
the coarser linens of Caria : these he retailed among 
the villages of Aria and Greece, but principally, 
ill tbtt islands. He died : on the rumour of wan 
the son and grandson, then an infant, fled : the 
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rearti is told. In Persia no inquires how 
* another oomestoweidthor power, thesuddenness of 
which appears to be effected by solie of the demons 
or genii of their songs and stories. Chloros grew 
xicn, was emancipated from slavery, and bought 
several slaves himself. One of these was exces- 
sively rude and insolent to mez I h^ none near 
enough tp cha^tiae him, so that 1 requested of his 
master, by a friend, to admonish and correct him 
at hia leisure. My Mend informs me that Chloros, 
crossing his legs, apd drawing his cockt feather 
through the thumb and iifiger, asked languidly 
who I was, and receiving the answer, said, "lam 
surprised at his impudence : Pericles himself 
could have* demanded nothing more.” My friend 
remarked that Sophocles was no less sensible of 
an affront than Pericles. "True,” replied he, 
" but he has neft the power of expressing his sense 
of it quite so strongly. For an afiront to Pericles, 
who could dreadfully hurt mo, I would have impri- 
soned my whole gang, whipped them with wires, 
mutilated them, turned their bodies into safes for 
bread and water, or cooled their prurient tongues 
with hemlock : but no slave shall ever shrug a 
^shouldgr the sorer or eat a leek the less for 
Sophoiles.” 

Pericles. The ideas «f such a man on govern- 
ment must be curious : I am persuaded be would 
prefer the Persian to any. • I forgot to mention 
tha^^ according t« what I hear this morning, the 
great king has forbidden strange ships to sail 
within thirty parasangs of his coasts, and has 
claimed the dominion of half ours. 

SophocHea, Where is the scourge with which 
Xerxes lashed the ocean 1 Were it not better laid 
on the back of a madman than plac^ within his 
hand? * • 

Pericles. It has been observed by those who look 
deeply into the history of physics, that all roya4 
families become at last insane. Immoderate power, 
like other intemperance, leaves the progeny weaker 
and weaker, until Nature, as in compassion, covers 
it with her mantle and it is ^een no more, until 
the arm of indignant man sweeps it from*before 
him. 

We must ere long excite the other barbarians 
to invade the territories of this, and before the 
cement of his new acquisitions shall iTave hardened. 
Large conquests break readily off from an empire 
by their weight, while smaller stick fest. A wide 
and rather waste kingdom should be interposed 
between the^olicied states and Persia, by the 
leave of Chloros. Perhaps he would rather, in 
his bei^volenoe, unite us with the great and happy 
frumily of his master. Despots are wholesale dealers 
in equality ; and, &ther Zeus I waa ever equality 
like this 1 

Sophocles. My dear Pericles 1 . . do excuse a 
smile . . is not that the best government which, 
whatever be the form of it, we ourselves are called 
upon to administer? 

PericUs, The Pirseus and the Poecile have a voice 
of their own wherewith to answer thee, 0 S^^pho- 
clesl and the Athenians, exempt from war, famine. 


tax, deb^ exile, fine, imprisonment^ delivered from 
monarchy, from oligarchy, and from anarchy, 
walking along their porticoes, inhaling their sea- 
breezes, crowning their Gods daily for fresh bless- 
ings, and their children for deserving them, reply 
4o this voicQ by the symphony of their applause. 
Hark ! my words are not idle. Hither come the 
youths and virgins, the sires and matrons ; hither 
come citizen and soldier . . 

Sophocks. A solecism from Pericles I Has the 
most eloquent of men forgotten the Attic lan- 
gu^e? has he forgotten the language of all Greece 1 
Can the father of his country be ignorant that he 
should have said hither conies? for citizen and 
soldier is one. 

Pericles. The fault is graver than the reproof, 
or indeed than simple incorrectness of language : 
my eyes misled my tongue : a large portion of the 
citizens is armed. 

O what an odour of thyme and bay and myrtle, 
and from what a distance, bruised by the proces- 
sion I 

Sophocles. What regular and full harmony! 
What a splendour and effulgence of white dresses I 
painful to aged eyes and dangerous to young. 

Pericles. I can distinguish many voices from 
among others. Some of them have blessed me for 
defending their innocence before the judges; some 
for exhorting Greece to unanimity; some for my 
choice of friends. Ah surely those sing sweetest I 
those are the voices, 0 Sophocles ! that shake my 
heart with tenderness, a tenderness passing love, 
and excite it above the trumpet and the cymbal. 
Betum we to the Gods : the crowd is waving the 
branches of olive, calling us by name, and closing 
to salute us. 

Sophocles. 0 citadel of Pallas, more than all 
other citadels, may the Gk)ddes8 of Wisdom and of 
War protect thee ! and never may strange tongue 
be heard within thy walls, unless from captive 
king! 

Live, Pericles I and inspire into thy people the 
soul that once animated these heroes round m. 

Hail, men of Athens! Pass onward ; leave me ; 
I follow. Go; behold the Gods, the Demigods, 
and Pericles! 

Artemidoros ! come to my right. No : better 
walk between us ; else they who run past may 
knock the flute out of your ban;!, or push it every 
now and then from the lip ! Have you received 
the verses I sent you in the morning? soon enough 
to learn the accents and cadences ? 

Artemidoros. Actaios brought them to me 
about sunrise ; and 1 raised myself up in bed to 
practise them, while he sat on the edge of it, 
shaking the dust off his sandals all over the cham- 
ber by beating time. 

Sophocles, Begin we. 

The colours of thy waves are not the same 

Day after day, Poseidon ! nor the same 

The fortunes of the land wherefrom arose 

Under thy trident the brave friend uf man. 

Wails have been heard from women, sterner bre.ihts 

Have sounded with the desperate pang of grief, 

Qrey hairs have strown these rocks : here jEgeus orle^ 



148 ntAQIKABT 

**OStin{ Mmvtof ovtv Atpjliu* 

If daonliition (wonn Uuui ever tbwe ^ 

Pefell the mother end thoee heeds h«p own 
Would slielter when the deadly darts flew round) 
Impend not o'er my house In gloom so long» 

Let one swift otoud illumined by thy chariot 
Sweep off the darkness from that doubtfhl mil.** 
Ileeper and deeper camo the darkness down ; 

The sail itself was h(»ard ; his eyes grew dim ; 

His knees tottered beneath him, but availed 
To bear him till he plunged into the deep. 


CONlEBSATiqS§| ^ 

Sennd, fifes ! tlier^is a ygnihfhlneaa of aoulid 
Li your shrill voices sound again* ye Mpa 
That Mars delights in. I will look no more 
Into the time behmd for idle goads 
To stimulate faint fancies : hope itself 
Is bounded by the starry aone of glory. 

On one bright point we gage, one wish we bientlie^ 

Athens ! be evei^as thou art this hour* 

Happy and strong* a Pericles thy guide.' 


LOUIS XIV, AND FATHER LA CHAISE. 


Louis. Father, there is one thing which 1 never 
have confessed ; sometimes considering it almost 
as a light matter, and sometimes seeing it in its 
tme colours. In my wars against the Dntch I 
committed an action . . 

La Chaise. Sire, the ears of the Lord are 
always open to those who confess their sins to 
their confessor. Cruelties and many other bad 
deeds are perpetrated in war, at which we ^ould 
shudder in our houses at Paris. 

Louis. The people who were then in their 
houses did shudder, poor devils i It was ludicrous 
to see how such clumsy figures skipped, when the 
bombs fell among their villages, in which the 
lower part of the habitations was under water ; 
and children looked from the upper windows, 
between the logs of calves and lambs, and of the 
old household dog, struggling to free himself, as 
less ignorant of his danger. Loud shrieks were 
sometimes heard, when the artilleiy and other 
implements of war were silent : for fevers raged 
within their insulated walls, and wives execrated 
their husbands, with whom they had lived in con- 
cord and tenderness many years, when the father 
enforced the necessity of throwing their dead 
Infant into the lake below. Our young soldiers 
on such occasions exercised their dexterity, and 
took their choice ; for the whole family was 
assembled at the casement, and prayers were read 
over the defunct, accompanied with some firm 
and jvith sor^d laltering responses. 

By these terrible examples God punished their 
heresy. 

La Citaise. The Lord of Hosts is merciful : he 
protected your Majesty in the midst of these 
horrors. 

Louis. He sustained my strength, kept up my 
spirits, and afforded me every day some fresh 
amusement, in the country of this rebellious and 
blasphemous people, who regnilarly, a quarter 
before twelve o’clock, knowing that mass was 
then performed among us, sang their psalms. 

La Chaise. 1 cannot blame a certain degree of 
severity on such occasions : on much slighter, we 
read in the Old Testament, nations were smitten 
with the edge of the sword. 

Louis. I have wanted to find that place, but my 
Testament was not an old one : it was printed 
at the Louvre in my own time. As for the edge 
of the sword, it was not always convenient to use 
that ; they are stout fellows ; but our numbers 


enabled us to starve them out, and W6« had more 
engineers and better. Beside which, 1 took peea- 
liar vengeance on some of the principal families, 
and on some among fhe most learned of their pro- 
fessors : for if any had a dissolute son, who, as 
dissolute sons usually are, was the darling of the 
house, I bribed him, made him drunk, and con- 
verted him. This occasionally broke the Other's 
heart : God's punishment of stubbornness 1 

La Chaise. Without the especial grace of the 
Holy Spirit, such conversions are transitory. 
is requisite to secure the soul while we Mft^e it, 
by the exertion of a little loving-kindness. X would 
deliver the poor stray creatiires up to their Maker 
straightway, lest he should call me to account for 
their back-sliding. Heresy is a leprosy, which the 
whiter it is the worse it is. Those who appear the 
most innocent and godly, are the very men who 
do the most mischief and hold the fewest obser- 
vances. They hardly treat God Almighty like 
a gentleman, grudge Mm a clean napkin at his 
own table, and spend less upon him than upon a 
Christmas dinner. 

Louis. 0 father La Chaise ! you have searched 
my heart : you have brought to light my hidden 
oHences. Nothing is concealed from your pene- 
tration. I come forth like a criminal in his chains. 

La Chaise. Confess, Sire, confess I I will pour 
the oil into your wounded spirit, taking due care 
that thj vengeance of heaven be satisfied by your 
atonement. 

Louis. Intelligence was brought to me that the 
cook of the English general had prepared a superb 
dinner, in coneeq^ence of what that insolent and 
vainglorious people are in the habit of calling a 
success. "We shall soon see,” exclaimed I, who 
is successful : God protects France.” The whole 
army shouted, and, I verily believe, at that momeni 
would have conquered the world. I deferred it . 
my designs lie in my own breast. Father, 1 never 
heard such a shout in my life : it remindei&^tne of 
Cherubim and Seraphim and Archangels. The 
infantry cried with joy; the horses capered and 
neighed and ventriloquized right and left, firoman 
excess of animation. Leopard-skins, beaxHddna, 
Genoa velvet, Mechlin raffles, Brussels cravats, 
fbathers and fringes and golden bands, up in tbn 
air at once ; pawiugs and snortings, thr^ts 
adjurations, beginnings and ends of songs. I was 
Henr^and Caesar,' Alexander and Davi^ Chatle- 
magne and Agamemnon : 1 had only to g^ve 
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F tild word , th^ would *8winr across the Channel; in which Madame de M^tenon put her knitting, 
and h«ing the tyrant of proi^ Albion back in until the j^s firayed it* 

ehaiiis. All xny prudence was requisite to repress Lom$, 1 should have believed that sackcloth 
their ardour. means . . 

A letter had been intercepted by my scouts, La Chaise, No interpretations of scripture, 1 
addressed by the wife of the English general td charge you from authority, Sire. Put it on your 


her husband. She was at Gomum > she informed 
him that she would send him a glorious mincepie, 
for his dinner the following day, in celebration of 
his victory. ** Devil incarnate 1 " said 1 pn reading 
the dispatch, " I will dis^point thy malice.” 
was so enraged, that I went within a mile or two 
of cannomshot ; and I should have gone within 
half a miie if my dignity had permitted me, or if 
my resentment had lasted. 1 liberated the mes- 
senger, detaining as hostage his son Avho accom- 
panied him, and promising that if the mincepie 
was secured, 1 would make him a chevalier on the 
spot. Providence favoured our arms : but unfor- 
tunately there were among my staff-officers some 
who had fougifr under Turenne, and who, I sus- 
pect, retained the infection of "heresy. They 
presented the mincepie to me on their knees, and 
I ate. It was Friday. I did not remember the 
d4y «)i4ien 1 l)egan to eat but the sharpness of 
the vissather, the odour of the pie, and something 
of vengeance epringiii|' up again at the sight of it, 
made me continue after 1 had recollected ; and for 
my greater condemnation^ I had inquired that 
very morning of what materials it was composed. 
Ood set his faceeagainst me, and hid from me the 
light of his countenance. I lost victory after vic- 
tory ; nobody knows how ; for my Generals were 
better than the enemy’s, my soldiers more nume- 
rous, more brave, more disciplined. And, extra- 
ordinary and awful ! even those who swore to 
conquer or die, ran back again like whelms ju§t 
gelt, crying, ** It is the first duty of a soldier to 
see his king in safety.” I never heard so maity 
fine sentiments, or fewer songs. My stomach was 
out of order by the visitation of the Lord. I took 
the sacrament on the Sunday. 

La Chaise. The sacranwnt on a Friday’s gras ! 
f should have recommended.iirst a de profundis, 
a miserere, and an eructavit cor meum, and lastly 
a little oil of ricina, which, administered by the 
holy and taken by the faithful^ist almost as effi- 
cacious in its way as that of Kheims. Penance is 
to. be done your Majesty must fast : your Miyesty 
must wear sackcloth next your skin, and carry 
ashes upon ypur head before the people. 

Louis. Father, I can not consent to this humilia- 
tion : the people must fear me. What are you 
doingwirith those scissors and that pill ? I am 
BOfind ; give it Villeroy or Richelieu. 

Ld Chaise. Sire, no impiety, no levity, I pray. 
In this pill, as your Majesty calls it, are some 
fiakra of ashes from the incense, which seldom is 
pure gum; break it between your fingers, and 
seatter it upon your peruke ; well done. Now 
take this. 

Louis. Faith I I have no sore on groin or limb. 
A black plaister 1 what is that Tor? • 

La CMse. This is sackcloth. It was the sack 


back or bosom. 

Louis. God forgive me, sinder 1 It has dropped 
down into my pantaloon : will that do ? 

La Chaise. Did it, in descending, touch your 
back, belly, ribs, breast, or shoulder, or any part 
that needs mortification, and can be mortified 
without scandal ? 

Louis. 1 placed it between my frills. 

La Chaise. In such manner as to touch the 
skin sensibly ? 

Louis. It tickled me, by stirring a hair or two. 

La Chaise. Be comforted then : for people have 
been tickled to death. 

Louis. But, father, }'ou remit the standing in 
presence of the people ? 

Lq. Chaise. Indeed I do not. Stand at the 
window, son of St. Louis. 

Louis. And perform the same ceremonies ? no, 
upon my conscience ! My almoner . . 

La Chaise. They are performed. 

Louis. But the people will never know what 
is on my head or in my pantaloon. 

La Chaise. Penance is performed so far : to- 
morrow is Friday : one more rigid must be en- 
forced. Six dishes alone shall come upon the 
table ; and, although fasting does not extend to 
wines or liqueurs, I order that three kinds only of 
wine be presented, and three of liqueur. 

Louis. In the six dishes is soup included 7 

La Chaise. Soup is not served in a dish; but I 
brbid more than three kinds of soup. 

Louis. Oysters of Cancale 7 

La Chaise. Those come in barrels : take core 
they be not dished. Your Majesty must either eat 
them raw fr’om the barrel, or dressed in scallop, 
or both ; but beware, I say again, of dishing thia 
article, as your soul shall answer for it at the last 
day. There are those who woul’ rvohibit them 
wholly. I have experienced . . I mean in others 

. strange uncouth effects therefrom, which, un- 
less they shadow forth something mystical, it were 
better not to provoke. 

Louis. Pray, Father, why is that frightful day 
which you mentioned just now, and which I think 
^ have heard mentioned on other occasions, called 
the last 7 when the last in this life is over before it 
comei^ and when the first in the next is not begun. 

La Chaise. It is called the last day by the (Tburch, 
lecause after that day the Church can do nothing 
br the sinner. Her saints, martyrs, and confes- 
sors, can plead at the bar for him the whole of 
hat day until sunset, some say until after angdus ; 
then the books are closed, the candles put out, the 
doors shut, and the key turned. The flames of 
_ urgatory then sink into the floor, and would not 
wither a cistus-leaf frill-blown and shed : there is 
nothing left but heaven and hell, songs and 
lamentations. 
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LcuU, Permit me to another question of no 
lees importancei and oonneoted with *mj penance. 
The Bi&hop of Aix in Provence haa sent me thirty 
ftneqnaik 

La Cham. There are naturaUfits who assert that 
quails have fallen from heaven, like manna. Bx» 
temally they bear the appearance of birds, and I 
have eaten them iti that persuasion. If however 
anyone from grave authority is convinced of the 
contrary, or propends to believe so, and eats there- 
of, the fault is venial. I conferred with Tam- 
burini on this momentous point. He distinguishes 
between quails taken in the field or in the air as 
they descend, and tame quails bred within coops 
and enclosures, which are begotten in the ordi- 
naiy way of generation, and of which the sub- 
stance in that case must be different. I cannot 
believe that the Bishop of Aix would be the con- 
servator of creatures so given to fighting and wan- 
tonness ; but rather opine that bis quails alighted 
somewhere in his diocese, and perhaps as a mark 
of divine favour to so worthy a member of the 
Church. It is safer to eat them after twelve 
o’clock at night ; but where there is purity and 
humility of spirit, I see not that they are greatly 
to be dreaded. 

The fiction of the quails will appear extravagant to those 
only who are in ignorance that such opinions have pre- 
vailed among oasuista. The Oarthusians, to whom animal 
food is forbidden, whereby they mean solely the flenh of 
quadrupeds and of birds, may nevertheless cat the otter 
and the gull ; it may be eaten by Catholics even in Lent. 
From this permission in regard to the gull, do we derive , 
the Fngtisli verb and noun ? | 


We often lay most stVess on^rSl^thtestlhiilts, md 1u»« 
mom apprehension (ma things uneeseniial 4liaa inm 
things esMnUal. V^henLord Tvlnav waa 
and had not been diaved for two days, he burst 
into tears, and cried to his valet, ** Are not you 
to abandon me ? would you let mo go this figitra into the 
pretence of my Maker ?" 

He was shaded, an^ (let us hope) presented. 

Louis XIV. is the great ezamplar ofl:ing8hip,*theo1]|}ect 
of worship to declalmers against the ferocity of the people* 
'J'he invasion of Holland, the conflagration of the 
tinatc, the revocation of the edict of Nantee, have severally 
been celebrated, by Fr^ich poets, Frendi historians, 
Frraoh jurists, and French bishops, Massillon and Boasuet 
among them. The most unprovoked act of oruelty on 
record was perpetrated by another King of Fi'qnoe. These 
are the words of an historian^ their defenderand pan^yriiit, 
Bussieres. “ Victi Bulgari, et ex sociis In servitutem rapti, 
mox eorum plures relicts patrift exulatum uUro abiOrutit. 
Ex iis ad novem tnillia, ujcoribus libexUgtte impHcilU u 
Dagoberto sedes petunt . . Jussi per hyemem hierere in 
Bavarlft dum amplius rex deliberaret, in plures urbes 
domosque sparsi sunt ; turn novo barbaroque faolnore un& 
nocte csesi omnes simul. Quippe Pagobertue immani 
cofiMilio Boiarios jubtU tinguloe $uU hotpUibut neeem 
inferre, ratione nulld atatis aut stxULi ; et quS trueulentii 
imperatum , obtemperatum eAdem. CondiotA nocte miseri 
homines in asylo somni obtruncantur, imbelles femin«, In- 
snntespueri ; totquefunera hilaritatifuerunt,noq|^otui,* 
A peculiar feature in the national obaracter, indestructl- ' 
ble amid all forms of government. It is amusing to read 
our Jesuit's words in the sequel. ** Ad benefictorum fontem 
se oonvertit, multaque dona elargitus templis, enimdfabat 
teelera liheralitate . . Neo Dagoberto liheraliiae pia 
frustra fuit : siquidem suncti quos imvivis niuUum colu- 
erat, Dionysius, Mauritius, et Martinus, oblati ''sunt 
Joanni monaoho vigilanti. regisanimAm eripientesepotes* 
tate demonum sevisque toimentis, eamque seoum in omll 
regiam deduoentes." 


SAMUEL JOHNSON AND 

Tooke, Doctor Johnson, I rejoice in the oppor- 
tunity, late as it presents itself, of congratulating 
you on the completion of your great undertaking : 
jny bookseller sent me your DictioTiary the day it 
oame from the press, and it has exercised ever 
since a good part of my time and attention. 

Johnson. “Vitho are you, sir! 

Toohe. My name is Horne. 

Johnson. What is my Dictionary t sir, to you! 

Tooke. A treasure. 

Johnson. Keep it then at home and to yourself, 
sir, as you would any other treasure, and talk no 
more about it than you would about that You 
have picked up some knowledge, sir ; but out of 
dirty places. What man in his senses would fix 
his 8t»dy on the hostings I When a gentleman 
takes it into his head to conciliate the rabble, I 
deny his discretion and I doubt his honesty. Sir, 
what can you have to say to me 1 

Tooke. Doctor, my studies have led me some 
little way into etymology, and I am interested in 
whatever contributes to the right knowledge of 
our language. 

Johnson. Sir, have you read our old authors 1 


* J. Home assumed the name of Tooke after the sup. 

P«vied date of this Conversation. 


JOHN* HORNE (TOOKE). 

Tooke. Almost all of them that are printed and 
extant. 

Johnson. Prodigious! do you speak truth! 

Tooke. To the best of my belief. 

Johnson. Sir, how could you, a firebrand tossed 
about vby the populabs, find leisure for so much 
reading? 

Yooifcc. The number of English books printed 
before the accession of James the First, is smaller 
than you appea» to imagine; and the manuscripts, 
I believe, are not numerous; certainly in the 
libraries of our Universities they are scanty. I 
wish you had traced in your prefiice all the changes 
made in the orthography these la^r three centu- 
ries, for which about five additional pages would 
have been sufficient. The first attempt to puriiy 
and reform the tongue was made John 
Lyly, in a book entitled Huphves and his Shy- 
land* and a most ffintastical piece of fhsrian it 
is. This Author has often been confounded irith 
William Lily, a better grammarian, and better 
known. Benjamin Jonson did somewhAt^ end 
could have done more. Although our goventore 

« Anittng tho works of Charles de St. Pisrre is 
piivr reformer VOrthographie du Langute de VSuropi i he 
must not be confounded v^lth Bomardtn de St. Ptontt 
fanciful as is the treatise. 



SAICF^L A^ri 

^ ImTO’ takw no piuiu eUber improye onr hu- 
*gtiik^ or. to extend it, none in Surope is spoken 
wteftily by so xnany. The lArench boast tbe 
tmiversality of theirs : yet the Germans, the Spa* 
niards, and the Italians may contend with them 
on this ground : for as the Dutch is a dialect of 
the German, so is the Portugugse of j;he Spanish, 
and not^aryingdn more original words than the 
Mi^ese and Neapolitan from the Tuscan. The 
Ungfwafrancat which pervades the coasts of the 
H^terranean, the Ionian, and the iEg^an seas, 
is essentially Italian. The^languages of the two 
most extensive empires in Europe are confined to 
the^ewest^people. There are not thirteen millions 
who speak Turkish, nor fifteen who speak Russian, 
though branches of the Sclavonic are scattered 
fiir. If any respect had been had to the literary 
glory of our cotintry, whereon much of its political 
is and ever will he dependent, many millions 
more would at this time be speaking in English ; 
and the Irish, tlfc Welsh, and the Canadians, like 
the Danes and Saxons, would have^orgotten they 
were a conquered people. 

We should be anxious both to improve our lan- 
^ guago<«nd to extend it. England ought to have 
no colony in which it will not be soon the only 
one spoken. Nations^may be united by identity 
of speech more easily than by identity of laws : 
for identity of laws only shaws the conquered that 
th€jy are bound t$ another people, while identity of i 
speech shows th^m that they ai’e bound with it. 
There is no firm coiijunction but this ; none that 
does not retain on it the scar and seam, and often 
with much soreness. ^ 

Johmon. So far, I believe, I may agree with 
you, and remain a good subject. ^ 

Tooke. Let us now descend from generalities t^ 
particulars. Our spelling hath undergone as 
many changes as the French, and worse. • 
Johnson. And because it hath undergone many, 
you would make it undergo more ! There is a 
IhstidiousnoBS in the use of language that indicates 
an atrophy of mmd. We g^ust take words as the 
world presents them to us, without looking 
at the root. If we grubbed under this and laid it 
bare, we should leave no room for our thoughts to 
be evenly, and every expressioji would be con- 
Btrained and crammed. We should scarcely find 
a metaphor in the purest author that is not false 
or imperfect, nor could we imagine one ourselves 
that would not be stifiT and frigid. Take now for 
instance a pffirase in common use. You are rather 
hte. Can anything seem plainer! Yet rather, as 
you kqpw, meant originally earlier, being the com- 
pamtlve of rathe; Sie "rathe primrose” of the 
poet recalls it. We can not say. You are sooner 
laUt but who is so troublesome and silly as to 
queation the propriety of saying. You areraiherl<Ue, 
We likewise say, had ortho^aphy and false ortho- 
therebe false or bad right-spelling $ 
T^he. I suspect there are more of these inad- 
Tertendes in our language than in any other. 

JohsuoTL Sir, our limguage is a very .good 
tingnage. 
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Tooke, Were it not, I should be less solicitous 
to make it better. 

Johnson, You make it better, sir ! 

Toohe, By reverencing the authority of the 
learned, by exposing the corruption of the igno- 
•rant, and by reclaiming what nevey ought to have 
been obsolete. 

Johnson. Sir, the task is hopeless : little can be 
done now. 

To the. And because little can be done, must 
we do nothing ? Because with all our efibrts we are 
imperfect, may not we try to be virtuou.? ? Many 
of the anomalies in our language can be avoided 
or corrected : if many shall yet remain, something 
at least will have been done for elegance and 
uniformity. 

Johnson. I hate your innovations. 

Toohe. I not only hate them, but would resist 
and reject them, if I could. It is only such w'riters 
as you that can influence the public by your 
authority and example. 

Johnson. Sir, if the best writer in England 
dared to spell three words differently from his 
contemporaries, and as Milton spelt them, he 
would look about in vain for a publisher. 

^ooke. Yet Milton is most careful and exact 
in his spelling, and his ear is as correct as his 
learning. His language would be still the lan- 
guage of his country, had it not been for the 
Restoration. 

Johnson. I have patience, sir ! I have patience, 
sir ! Pray go on. 

Toohe. I will take advantage of so much affabi- 
lity ,' and I hope that p*' tience, like other virtues, 
may improve by exercise. 

On the return of Charles from the Continent, 
some of his followers may really have lost Uieir 
native idiom, or at least may have forgotten the 
graver and solider parts of it; for many were 
taken over in their childhood. On their return 
to England, nothing gave such an air of fashion 
as imperfection in English : it proved high-breed- 
ing, it displayed the court and loyalty. Home- 
bred English ladies soon acquired it from their 
noble and brave gallants ; and it became the lan- 
guage of the Parliament, of the Church, and of the 
Stage. Between the last two places was pretty 
equally distributed all the facetiousness left 
among us. 

Johnson. Keep clear of the church, sir, and 
stick to language. ^ 

'Toohe. Punctually will I obey each of your 
commands. 

Johnson. Did South and Cowley and Walter fall 
into this slough! 

Toohe. They could not keep others from it. I 
peruse their works with pleasure : but South, the 
greatest of them, is negligent and courtly in his 
spelling, and sometimes, although not often, more 
gravely incorrect. 

Johnson. And pray now what language do you 
like! 

To(dee. The best in all countries is that 
which is qpoken by intelligent women, of toe 
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high mnM, for petty afEectatton, and of too mnoh | 7'ooie. .Bearing at! yoo* reprooft and reproadliii 
request in society for deep study* CiMro praises { with equanimity and submission, I ooaveirse idtii 
more than one such among the Romans ; i you on this subfeot because you have given np 


the number was greater among the Greeks. 
We have no writer in our language so pure as 
Madame de kie^ignd. Indeed we must acknow- 
ledge that the French far excel us In purity 
of style. When have we seen, or when can we 
expect, such a writer as Le Sagel In our days 
there is scarcely an instance of a learned or 
unlearned man who has written gracefully, except- 
ing your friend Goldsmith and (if your modeqty 
will aflmit my approaches) yourself. In your 
Lh>en of the Puet«, you have laid aside the sceptre 
of Jupiter for the wand of Mercury, and have 
really called up with it some miserable ghosts 
from the dead. 

Johnson. Sir, T desire no compliments. 

’/ ooke. Before, I offered not my compliment but 
my tribute; I dreaded a repulse; but I little 
expected to see, as I do, the huger of Aurora on 
your face. 

Johnson. If the warmth of the room is enough 
to kindle your poetry, well may it possess a slight 
influence on my cheek. The learned men, I pre- 
sume, are sux)erseded by your public orators. 

7'ooke. Our parliamentary speakers of most 
eminence are superiicial in scholarship, as we 
understand the word, and by no means danger- 1 
ously laden with liny species of knowledge, Burke 
is the most eloquent and philosophical of them ; 
Fox the readiest at reply, the stoutest debater, 
the acutest disputant. 

Johnson. Rebels ! but what you say of their 
knowledge is the truth. I have said it of one j 
party, and I know it of the other, else I would j 
trounce you for your asseveration. 

Tooke. You yourself induced me to make the 
greater part of my remarks; more important, 
as being on things more important, than jbransi- 
tory men ; such is language. 

Johnson. How, sir, did I ] 

Tooke. By having recommended in some few 
instiinces a cori;pctor mode of spelling, Bentley 
and Hall and'Dryden, though sound writers, are 
deficient in authority with me; when, for example, 
they write ineompatiJble for inoompetible : we want 
both words, but we must be careful not to confound 
and misapply them. Bryden and Roscommon 
formed a design of purifying and fixing the lan- 
guage : neither of them knew its origin or prin- 
ciples, or was intimately or indeed moderately 
versed in our earlier authors, of whom Chaucer 
was prebably the only one they had perused. It 
is pretended that they abandoned the design 
from the unquietness of the times: as if the 
times disturbed them in their studies, leaving 
them peace enough for poetry, but not enough 
for philology. 

Johnson. And are you, sir, more acute, more 


much time to it : with another I should decline 
the discussion. I am hopei^ of gaining some 
information and of suggesting some suhjeot for 
inqoiiy. Illiterate, inconsiderate, irreverent^ and 
overweening men, will be always disregairdfi4 by 
me. Like children and downs, if they see a 
throne or a judgment-seat, they must forsooGi sit 
down in ft. Su^ people set themselves above nae, 
and enjoy the same fillings as those in the one- 
shilliug gallery who look down on Garrick. He is 
only on the stage, no higher than the footlights, 
and plays only for others; whereas they have 
placed themselves at the summit, and applaud and 
condemn to please their fi^ncies. It is equitable 
that coarse impudence should be ihet with calm 
contempt, and that Wisdom should sit down and 
lower his eyes, when Impudence trips over the 
way to discountenance her, or lgiit>ranoe starts up 
to teach her. . 

Johnson. Coxcombs and blockheads always have 
been, and always will be, innovators ; some in 
dress, some in polity, some in language, ipk. * 

Tooke. I wonder whether they invent^ the 
choice appellations you have just repeated. 

Johnson. No, sir ! Indignant wise men invented 
them. 

Tooke. Long ago then. Indignant wise 
I lived in the time of the Ccntaursi: such combina- 
i tions have never existed since. Your remark 
I however on the introducers of new words into our 
! language, is, 1 apprehend, well-founded : but you 
' spoke generally and absolutely, and in this (I think) 
incorrectly. Julius Caesar, whom you ought to 
love and reverence for giving the last blow to a 
republic, was likewise an innovator in spelling ; 
sa was Virgil ; and to such a degree, that, Anlus 
Gellius tells us, he spelled the same word differ- 
ently in different places, to gratify his ear. Milton 
has done the same. 

Johnson. And sometjmes iujudihiouBly; for in- 
stance, in writing Ilee emphatically ; He less 
He also writes subtile, as a scholar should do ; and 
suttee, as the word is pronounced by the most 
vulgar. 

Tooke. Cicero, not contented with new spellings, 
created new words. Now the three Homans have 
immemorially been considered the most elegant 
and careful writers in their language : and we 
confer on our countryman but a smaSU portion of 
the praises due to him, in asserting that both in 
poetry and prose his mastery is above th^ all. 
Milton is no factitious or accrete man ; .no pleader, 
no rhetorician. Truth in him is t^ parent of 
Energy, and Energy the supporter of Truth. If we 
rise to the Greek language, the most eloquent 
man on record, Pericles, introduced the double T 
instead of the double S: and it was enamcdled 


learned, or more profound '1 What 1 because at on that golden language to adorn the eloquence of 
one time our English books were scanty, you would Aspasia, and to shine among the graoes of Aid- ' 
oppose the scanty to the many, with all the biadeq, Socrates bent his thoughtful head ovor 
rashness and inconsistency of a republican. it, and it was observed in the miyestio march of . 
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. Plato. At <Jie lame time Thoc^des and the trage- 1 Huid is less so in his use of the mid 

together with Aristopl^^i contributed to j which we ait accuetomed to take in an unfavour» 
united to countenance, &e Mid^ Attic, able sense. ** Alexander suffered none but an 
One would expect that Elegance and Atticism her- Apelles and a Lysippus to counterfeit the form and 
self might have rested and been contented. No: features of his person." The senten<^ is moreover 
Xenophon, Plato, JBschines, Demosthenes, were 4ax. 1 am glad, however, to hn^hat he writes 
promoters of the AVte alteging and softening instead of He has one merit too of 

many words in Hhe spelling. With such men using hath instead of hoe, in many places, but is 
before me, I think it to be deeply regretted that so negligent as to omit it sometimes before a 
Coxcombs and blockheads should be our only word beginning with s, or ee and ci. This is less 
teacdxers, where we have m|[oh to learn, much to bad than before th. Like Middleton, he writes 
obliterate, and much to mend. ch(^t. 

Jchnton, Follow your betters, sir I Johnson. Improperly. Nobody writes vast for 

'fodce. Siuch is my intention : and it is also my vKUte. In all such words the vowel is pronounced 
intention that others shall follow theirs. long, which his spelling would contract. Dr. Hurd 

Johnson. Obey the majority, according to your writes plainly, and yet not ignobly. His criticisms 
own principles. You reformers will let nothing are always sensible, never acute ; his language 
be greats notfiing be stabile. The orators you clear, but never harmonious, 
mention were deliiders of the populace. Tooke. We cease to look for Eloquence; she 

Todke. And so were the poets, no doubt ; but vanished at the grave of Milton. 

Ictus hope thaf the philosophers and moralists Johnsofi.. Enough of Milton. Praise the French, 
were not, nor indeed the writers of^omedy. Me- sirl A republican is never so much at his ease 
nander was among the reformers : so was Plautus as among slaves. 

at Home : the most highly estimated for his rich Tooke, We must lead happy lives then. But 
» Latintty by Cicero and all the learned. Our own you were pleased to designate us as enemies to 
language had, under the translators of the Bible greatness and stability. What is it I admire in 
and of the Liturgy, reftched the same pitch as the Milton but the greatness of his soul and the sta- 
Latin had in the time of Plautus; and the sancti- bility of his glory 1 Transitory is everything else 
tude of Milton’s genius ga\^ it support, until the on earth. The minutest of worms corrodes the 
woKSt of French invasions overthrew it. Cowley, throne ; a slimier consumes what sat upon it 
Sprat, Dryden, imported a trimmer and succincter yesterday. I know not the intentions and designs 
dress, stripping the ampler of its pearls and bul- of others : I know not whether I myself am so 
lion, Arbuthnot and Steele and Swift and Addison virtuous that I should be called a republican, or 
added no weight or precision to the language, nor so intelligent that 1 should be called a reformer, 
woi'e they choice in the application of words. In regard to stability, I do however think I could 
None of them came up to their Fi^pnch contem- demonstrate to you, that what has a broad basis 
poraries in purity and correctness ; and theiy is more stabile than what has a narrow one, and 
successors, who are more grammatical, are weak that nothing is gained to solidity by topdicaviness. 
competitors with the rival nation for those In regard to greatness, I doubt my ability to con- 
compact and beautiful possessions. De Foe vinceyou. Much in this is comparative. Compared 
has a greater variety of powers than they, and with the plain, the mountains are indeed high . 
he fax outstrips in vigour and vivacity all the compared with what is above them in the universe 
other pedestrians who skirted with hii|^ He of space, they are atoms and invisibilities. Such 
spells some words commendably, others not. too are mortals. I do not say the creatures of the 
Of j^e former are onely, admiti, referr, mpplie, cannon-foundry and the cutlery ; I do not say 
rettSf searehtf wisht ; of the latter, perticulara, those of the jeweller and toyman, i'tom whom we 
perusaU, specially vallues. Hurd,,v(^y minute and exclude light as from inhmts in a fever, and to 
fastidious, in like manner writes often reprehen- whom we speak as to drunken men to make them 
sibly, though ofbener well. Do you tolerato his quiet ; but the most intell&utual we ever have 
** oatched.'* conversed with. What arc they in comparison 

Johnson, §ir, I was teached better. with a Shakspeare or a Bacon or a Newton 1 

Tooke. He also writes under these circum- You however seemed to refer to power only. I 
etanoes.” have not meditated on this subject so much as you 

Johsmon, Circumstances are things round a6ottl; have, and my impression from it is weaker: 
we are in them, not under them. nevertheless I do presume to be as hearty and as 

Tooke. We hnd “those who had rather trust to firm a supporter of it, removing (as I would do) 
the equity" for “leouM rather." I believe he is the the incumbrances fh>m about it, and giving it 
last writw who uses the word wit for understandk^g, ventilation. 

although we continue to say ''he is out of his Johnson. Yentilation! yes forsooth! from the 
ff its." He very properly says eneotniuim, to avoid bellows of Brontes and Steropes and Pyraemon. 
a Gredfim. We never say '' rhododendra," but 7^ooke. Come, Doctor, let us throw a little more 
rhedodendroA^." In our honest old English, all’s dust on our furnace, which blazes fiercelier than 
well that ends well: and enetmiums, phenomenons, our work requires. The word fry comes appo 
fiNMiiorttiiditew,60ttnd thoroughly and fully English, sitely: why do we write it fory, when givea 
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viry $ The word nishes into my, mind ont of 
Sh^speare, 

< Ana the delighted epirit 
To bathe in fiery flooda" 

Truly this T^ould be a very odd species of delight. 
But Shaksp^e never wrote such nonsense : h^ 
wrote helighud our blighted), struck byj 

lightning : a fit preparation for such bathing. Why 
do we write lieutenant, when we write, I would | 
as lie/*' Would there be any impropriety or in* 
convenience in writing endevor and demeanor as 
we write tenor, omitting the « ? 

Johneon. Then you would imitate cards of invi- 
tation, where we find faror and honor. i 

Tooke, We find author and editor and inventor in | 
the works of Doctor Johnson, who certainly bears j 
no resemblance to a card of invitation. Why can 
not we place all these words on the same bench ? 
Most people will give us credit for knowing that 
they are derived from the Latin ; but the wisest 
will think us fools for ending them like hour, sour, 
and flour, pronounced so differently. 1 look upon 
it as a piece of impudence to think we can cor- 
rect the orthography of such writers as Selden 
and Milton. They wrote not only honor, favor, 
hdx/r, but likewise hrest, loukt, unlookt-for, kinde, 
hiinde. To spell these difierently is a gross ab- 
surdity. 

Johnson. By removing a single letter from the 
holy word Saviour, you would shock the piety of 
millions. 

7*ookc. In that word there is an analogy with 
others, although the class is small : pavlour and 
behariour, for instance. 

Johnson. It now occurs to me that Aonor was 
spelt without the u in the reign of Charles I., 
with it under his successor. Perhaps armour 
should be annure, from the low Latin annatura. 

Tooke. If we must use such words as reverie, 
why not oblige them to conform with their pre- 
decessors, travesty and gaiety, which should have 
the y instead of the ». When we, following Cow- 
ley, write pindarique, we are laughed at; but 
nobody laughs ^at picturesque and antique, which 
are equally reducible to order. 

Johnson. It is an awful thing to offend the 
Genius of our language. Wc can not spell our 
words as the French spell theirs. No other 
people in the world could reduce to nothing so 
stiff and stubborn a letter as x, which they do in 
eaux. 

Tooke. We never censure them for writing 
car^me, which they formerly wrote caresme, more 
anciently quaresme, and oAer words similarly : 
yet they have one language for writing, another 
for speaking, and affect a semblance of grammati- 
cal construction by a heap of intractable letters. 
While three suffice with us (a, m, a), they use 
eight (aimaient), of which the greater part not 
only are unprofitable, but would, in any language 
on earth, express a sound, or sounds, totally dif- 
ferent firom what they stand for : r, s, t, end words 
whose final sound is our a. We never censure the 
Italians for writing rieetto, u they pronounce it^ 


without a p, and hSnedetCb without a c : we net«t . 
ahudder at the.dahger they incur of losing the 
traces of derivation. The most beautiful and easy 
of languages assumes no appearance of strength 
by the display of harshness, nor would owe its 
preservation to rust. Let us always be analogical 
when we can be st * without offence to pronuncia- 
tion. There are some few word? in whioh we aare 
retentive of the Norman laws. We write island 
with ani|. as if we feared to be thought ignorant of 
its derivation. If we n^ist be reverential to custom, 
let it rather be in the presence of the imisne judge. 
There are only the words puisne, veU, idand^ de- 
mesne, viscount, and the family name ^osvenor, in 
which an « is unsounded. I would omit it in 
these. The French have set us an example here, 
rejecting the useless letter. They plso write dette, 
which we write “debt.” I know not why we 
should often use the letter b where we do. We 
have no need of it in erumh and coomb ; the original 
words being without it. 

Johnson. King Charles I. writes dout. In the 
same sentence he writes wherefor.* But to such 
authority such men as you refuse allegiance even 
in language. Your coomb is sterile, and yovS^orumb « 
is dry ; as such minutenesses must alwajrs fee. 

Tooke. So are nuts ; but Ve crack and eat them. 
They are good for the full, and for those only. 

Johnson. The old wiiters had strange and arbi- 
trary ways of spelling, which ma^cos them appear 
more barbarous than they reallj* are. There are 
learned men who would be grieved to see removed 
from words the traces of their origin. 

Tooke. There are leurned men who are trifiers 
and inconsiderate. Learning, by its own force 
alone, will never remove a prejudice or establish 
f truth. Of what importance is it to us that we 
have derived these words from the Latin through 
t£ie French] Wo do not preserve the termiim- 
tion of either. Formerly if many unnecessaiy 
letters were employed, some were omitted. Ea 
and oa were unusual. In various instances the 
spelling of Chaucer isgnore easy and graceful and 
elegant than the modem. He avoids the diph- 
thong, or reduplication, in coat, green, keen, 
goat; writing cote, grene, kene, du/e, gate, 
ville, remarkably, for diligence and daintineaa of 
composition, spells “delights **ddites, and “ shriek” 
shreek. He also writes bemone, hrest, yeeld. What 
we foolishly write work was formerly spelt werke, 
as we continue to pronounce it. Formerly there 
was such a word aa shew : we still write but we 
pronounce it show, and we should never spell It 
otherwise. There is another of daily occiUrreiioe 
which we spell amiss, although we pronounce it 
rightly. Coxcomb in reality is eoeksoomb, and Ben 
Jonson writes it so, adding an e. He who first 
wrote it with an x certainly did not know how to 
spell his own name. In a somewhat like manner 
we have changed our pennies into pence, and our 
aoguaintants into acquaintance. Now what have 

* hcitar to P. Rupert. See Fontei i of Cromwell 
In hie Statesmen efthe Commonwealth 
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these gained by siich*ezcdbage1 Latterly 
lwy« run into more unacoonnUble follioB ; such 
ftB eomfd for eowpdi, and I have seen inter for 
interr, Nobody ever pronounces the last syllables 
of these words shorty as the spelling would indi- 
cate. Tou would be induced to believe such 
writers are ignorant that theuiin^t;r.and our enter 
are of dififereirt stock. In the reign of Charles I. 
fmliamenit was usually, though not universally, 
spelt parUmewt : how much more properly ! What 
we write door and /oo?* th^ learned and*judicious 
J onson wrote dore and jlore, I find in his writings 
ootetf profegt, tpred, partrich, grone, herth, theater ^ 
foA’dine, dknnantfpheeantSf mushromeSf banieht, rapt, 
raekt, addreet, ake, tpred, etomack, plee, ttrein (song), 
windiore^fld (filled), monimentybeleeve, yeeld,, toepter, 
mUe (firom sue), mitt (missed), grone, erackt, throte^ 
yongy harbor^ %arth, oke, cruze, orotty markty minde 
(which it is just as absurd to write mind, as it 
would be to write time rim), taught^ banuhty eheright, 
heapt, thafikt. ft is wonderful that so learned a 
man should be ignorant that epitede are hospitals. 

He writes: “Spittles, post-houses, hospitals.** 

Had he spelt the first properly, as he has done 
all tiK other words, he could not have made 
this sbistake. Fairi^ writes vewy bow (bough), 
mildey windey oke, epM, tedkty embt aet. Fleming, 
in his translation of the Georgies, iley oke, anent ; 

(which latter word, now B Scotticism, is used by 
Philemon Holhind) ; gofe, field, yeeld, spindel. 

Drayton, and most of our earlier writers, instead 
of thigh, write thie, Milton in the Allegro, 

Where the bee with honied /Ate. 

I parceire that you yourstlf, in your letter to Lord conce^. tonge.Ure, .tere 

Oheeterfiold. have eever^ time! written the word , Altopther there are about forty words, out of 

which the unnecessary diphthong is ejected. He 
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its impurity never had much weight, than what 
has lost it by the attrition of time ; and they will 
be sparing of such expressions as are better for 
curiosities than for utensils. Tou and I would 
never say “ by that means’* instead of them ; nor 
** an alms;*’ yet Addison does, also says a 
" dUh of cofiTee,” yet coflTee neverwas offered in a 
dish, unless it was done by tlse fox to the crane 
after the dinner he gave her. We hear of our 
lyrical poetry, of our senate, of our manes, of our 
ashes, of our Imrds, of our British Muse, Luckily 
tl^e ancients could never run into these fooleries ; 
but their judgment was rendered by discipline 
too exact for the admission of them. Only one 
valuable word has been received into our language 
since my birth, or perhaps since yours. I have 
lately heard appreciate for estimate. 

Johnson. I am an antigallican in speech as in 
sentiments. What we have fairly won from the 
French let us keep, and avoid their new words 
like their new fashions. Words taken from them 
should be amenable, in their spelling, to English 
laws and regulations. Appreciate is a good and 
useful one ; it signifies more than estimate or value; 
it implies to “ value All words are good 

wLich come when they are wanted ; all which come 
when they are not wanted, should be dismissed. 

Tooke, Let us return from new words to the old 
spellings of Bex\jamin Jonson, which other learned 
men followed : deprest, speke, grate, fede, reson, 
reper, sheves, relefe, leve, gi'ene, wether, erthe, breth, 
seke, seson, sege, meke, depe, rome, appere, dere, 
tkrote, tadie, betwene, swete, deth, hele, chore, nere, 


Chesterfield, have several times written the word 
til ; and 1 am astonished that the propriety of it 
is not generally acknowledged after so weighty 
an authority. Sent, for scejU, is to be found in 
old writers, following the derivation. There Sre 
several words now obsolete which are more i 
elegant and harmonious than those retained { 
instead. Gentleness and idleness are hardly so beau- 
tiful as Chaucer’s gentilesHt and idlesse. We retain 
the word lessen, but we have dropped greaten. For- 
merly good authors knew its value. 

1 wi^ 1 were as sure that 

Multa renasoentur quK Ja&i dl»oidere. 
as I am that, 

oadentqne 

Qu» nuno sunt in honore vooabula. 

I am unacquainted with any language in which, 
during the prosperity of a people, the changes 
hareMn so seldom into improvement, so perpe- 
tually into impropriety. Within another gene- 
ration, ours must have become so corrupt, that 
writers, if they hope for life, will find it necessary 
to mount up nearer to its sources. 

Johnson, And what will they do when they 
get there 1 The leather from the stiiT old jerkin 
will look queerly in its patches on the frayed 
satin. 

Tooke„ Good writers will suppress the yiolei^ce 
ef contrast. They will rather lay aside what by 


always omits the s in island and ide ; he writes 
sovrane, suhtd, childe, and urrke. He would no 
more have written sceptre than tpdrrr. 

Johnson. Milton too avoided the diphthong ; he 
wrote drede and redy. Maude vile wrote dede, and 
gram of incense. 

Tooke. You tell us that the letter c never ends a 
word according to English ort.h,ography : yet it 
did formerly both in word.s of Haxon origin and 
British, as Eric, Rod-erlc, Caradoc^ Madoc. ItV//- 
lock, the name of a town in Shropshire, formerly 
ended in c, and Hume always writes Warwic. 

Johnson. Sir, do not quote infidels to me. Would 
you write sic and guic i 

Tooke. I would, if we derived them from the 
Greek or Latin. 

Johnson. Without the authority of Ben .Tonsoii, 
on whom you so rclyl 

Tooke. There is in Jonson strong sens/?, and wit 
too strong ; it wants airiness, ease, and volatility. 
I do not admire his cast-iron ornaments, re- 
taining but little (and that rugged and coarse- 
grained) of the ancient models, and nothing of 
the workmanship. But I admire his judgment 
in the spelling of many words, and I wish we 
could return to it In others we arc afraid of 
being as English as we might be and as we ought 
to be. Some appear to have been vulgarismt 
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which are no longer each. By Tulgarism I mean 
what ie unfounded on ratiocination or necessity : 
for instance underneath, 

jQhntan. Our best writers have used it. 

Tovke. They have-; and wisely ; for it has risen 
up before tii'tn in sacred places^ and it brings 
with it serious^A ^collections. It was inscribed on 
the peasant’s grsyO'Stone, long before it shone 
amid heraldic emblems in the golden lihes of 
Jonson, ushering in ^ 

«• Petnbroku's sister, Sydney's mother/* 

Beside, it is significant and euphonious. Either 
half conveys the full meaning of the whole. But 
it is silly to argue that we gain ground by shorten- 
ing on all occasions the syllables of a sentence. 
Half a minute, if indeed so much is requisite, is 
well spent in clearness, in fulness, and pleasure- 
ahlcness of expression, and in engaging the ear 
to carry a message to the understanding. Whilet 
i:; another vulgarism which authors have adopted, 
the last letter being added improperly. While is 
' the time when” ; whilee ** the time# when.” j 
Johnfton. 1 am inclined to pay little attention ' 
to such fastidiousness, nor does it matter a straw 
whether we use the double instead of ete, «m 
and the other words you recited from good 
authors. But I now am reminded that near is i 
nigher, by Sir Thomas More writing “ never the ' 
nere** However, you arc not to suppose that I 
undervalue the authority of Benjamin Jonson. 

I find sometimes his poetry unsatisfactory and 
troublesome ; but his prose is much better, and 
nowand then almost harmonious; which his verses 
never ate for half a dozen lines together. 

Tooke. I know little about poetry ; but it 
appears to me that in his, whore he has not the 
ague he has the cramp. Nearly all his thoughts 
are stolen. The prettiest of his poems, 

“ Drink to me only with thy eyes/* 

is paraphrased from Scaliger’s version of Aristas- 
netus. He collected much spoil from his cam- 
paign in the Low Countries of Literature. How- 
ever, his English for the most part is admirable, 
and was justly looked up to until Milton rose, 
overshadowing all England, all Italy, and all 
Greece. Since that great man’s departure we have 
had nothing (in style I mean) at all remarkable. 
Locke and Defoe were the most purely English : 
and you yourself, who perhaps may not admire 
their simplicity, must absolve them from the 
charge of innovation. I perceive that you prefer 
the spelling of our gentlemen and ladies now 
...iflgi^islikig, to that not only of Middleton but of 

^ I 8* word about either, I 

shall take'^® liberty, sir, to reprehend your un- 
reasonable d?iiration of such writers as Defoe 
and Locke. *^‘®y added to the 

dimity or theluence of our language 1 

rooJse. 1 TfomJrl«Hy see our language en- 
riched as fcr as it can- wthout depraving it 
At nreaent we recur to tkLatin and reject the 
Saxon. This is strengthenu our language just 


as our empire is Bfii'engtheiied, bgr severing fh>m„ 

. it the most flourjshkig of its provinces. In anotiier 
age we may cut down the branches of the Latin 
to admit the Saxon to shoot up again ; for op]|^ 
sites come perpetually round. But it would be 
folly to throw away a current and commodious 
piece of mopey bqoause of the stamp upon it» or 
to refuse an accession to an estate because our 
grandfather could do without it. A book com- 
posed of merely Saxon words (if indeed such a 
thing could be) would only prove the perverse- 
ness of the author, 'it wonld be inelegant, in* 
harmonious, and deficient in the power of con- 
veying thoughts and images, of whiph indfeed 
such a writer could have but extremely few at 
starting. Let the Saxon however be always the 
groundwork. 

Johnson. Is Goldsmith plain and simple enough 
for you 1 

Tooke. I prefer him to all our writers now 
living ; but he has faults such as we do not find 
in less men, Louth for instance, and Hurd. In 
his Emig on the present State of Polite lAUrature^ 
he thus terminates a sentence : " Without a friend 
to drop a tear on their unattended obeequUs'L^ Now « 
what are obsequies but funeral attendwoe 1 And 
surely he is a bad philosopher and a worse hia- 
torian who says, 

A time there was. t*»'e Knglaod'e griefs began. 

Wiien every rood of ground maintain'd its man*" 

There never was any such time ; i*nd if ever there 
should be, we who believe that ** England’s grielh” 
have more than begun already, are fortunate in 
being born at the present day. 

Johnson. He writes more correctly than Mid- 
dleton ; BO let him alone. Middleton is not so 
correct a writer as you fancy. He was an in- 
fidel, air, and, what is worse, a scoffer. He 
w.ints the sweetness of Pope and Addison, the 
raciness of Dryden and Cowley, the compression 
of Swift and Hobbes, the propriety and justness 
and elevation of Barrow, the winning warmth and 
affectioi^^te soul of Jiyiremy Taylor, the terse- 
ness of Junius, the vivacity of Burke, clinging 
to a new idea like a woodbine to a young ' 
tree, till he embraces every part of it and over- 
tops it. ^ , 

Tooke. 1 was apprehensive of your insisting 
that we have nothing so classical in our language 
as the Life of ( 'ir^,ro ; for such, I understand, is the 
opinion of our scholars at the Universities. I have 
detected many inaccuracies in Middleton ; not in 
his reasonings and conclusions, for in these he is 
clear and strong, but in expression. He in 
his Letter from JlamCf **The temple of some 
l\,eathen deity or that of the Paphian A'enus,” as if 
the Paphian Venus was not a heathen deity. 
“Popery, lehich abounds with instances of the 
grossest forgeries both of saints and reliques, 
which have been imposed for genuine^ Ac.” To 
have been forgeries^ they must have been imposed 
for genuine : here is also a confusion in the 
repetition of which, relating to two subjects; as 
again, “ The prejudices which the authority of am 
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^ 90 kbnit 6 d ft writer maf pi^Lly wject to the 
* dlMMlwta^ of my argiimeni, trhichf Ac.” 

JoknBon. If Warburton had hSen as disceming 
iir kaguage as he was acute m argument, he 
would hare exposed to ridicule the expression, 
** inj6€t a jpr^ndice,** 

Tooke, His acuteness seenu usually to have 
fomkez^him the moment he lost his malignity. 
As some beasts muddy the water by tramping it 
before th^ drink, so nothing is palatable to War- 
burton but what he has made turbid. Nbthing is 
weaker than his argument on this question, 
nothing more inelegant than his phraseology. In 
andther i^aee he writes ** denounced” for ** an- 
nounced.” Our pugnacious bishop, although he 
defended the divine legation of Moses, would have 
driven the chariot of Pharaoh against him into 
the Red Sea. *He says, in reference to Middleton, 

How many able writers have employed their time | 
and learning to prove Christian Rome to have bor- 
rowed their superstitions from the pagan cityl” He 
means her superstitions, and not the superstitions 
of the able writeri, which the words, as they stand, 
designate. He surely could not dissent from Mid- 
, d]eton 4 »with whom nearly all the papists agree, 
drawiilg however far different inferences. 

Johrteon. On this gft>und I go with Middleton : 
he states a historical fact : he states a thing 
visible : hut while he pretends to approach Reli- 
gion for the sakftof looking at her dress, ho stabs 
her. Come, sir Iftsome, sir ! philology rather than 
this! 

Toohe. A little more then of philology: but 
first, let me suggest to yoi^that no stab, my good 
Doctor, can inflict a dangerous wound on Truth. 
Homer had probably the design of impressing 
some such sentiment, when he saia that gashe^ I 
in celestial bodies soon unite again. If you have 
ever had the curiosity to attend a course of lee*- 
tures on chemistry, or have resided in the house 
of any friend who cultivates it, you may perhaps 
have observed how a single drop of colourless 
liquid, poured on another qgually colourless, raises 
a sudden cloud and precipitates it to the bottom : 
BO, unsuspected falsehood, taken up as pure and 
limpid, is thrown into a turbid state by a drop; 
and it does not follow that tlie drop must be of | 
poison. * ' 

1 wish it were possible on all occasions to render 
the services we owe to criticism, without the ap- 
pearance of detracting from established or from 
rising reputations. Since however the judicious 


Johnson, I shall be gratified, sir, by hearing 
them ; and much more than by dissertations, how- 
ever rich and luminous, on his character and 
genius, which prove nothing else to me than the 
abilities of the dissertator. 

Tooke. I will begin them with l^'Srthograpby. 
He writes constantly intire^ fAtritih^ etnbas* 
earfor^ inquire, genuin, tribun, trmbleeom, chaat, hast 
for fiaete, waet for icaste. 

Johnson. Pronouncing the three last as the 
common people do universally, and as others 
beside the common people do in his native county, 
Yorkshire. I approve of the five first ; I disap- 
prove of the rest. 

Tooke. We who condemn the elision of the 
final e in these words, in which the pronunciation 
requires it, elide it where it must likewise be 
pronounced. Our better authors in a wiser age 
never wrote find, mind, Hnd, blind, without the 
final vowel. 

Johnson. It is wonderful we ever should have 
consented to part with it, having once had it, and 
knowing its use. 

Tooke. To return to Middleton. He writes 
battel, xepulcfuT, luster, theater. 

Johnson. I do not blame him. Milton, and 
most of our best scholars, have done the same. 
Addison saw at Verona the famous theater. 

Tooke. He 'STites the verb rebell >vith a single 1. 

Johnson. The fault must surely be the printer’s; 
and yet several final consonants have lately been 
omitted in our verbs, either by the ignorance and 
I indifference of the writer, or by the unrebuked 
I self-sufficiency of the compositor. I was unaware 
I that the corruption began so early, and with a 
I scholar. 

Tooke. He writes grander in preference to 
grandeur; the only word of the kind which we 
persist in writing as the French do. Their 
ftonneur and favenr are domesticated with us and 
invested with our livery, while the starveling 
grandeur is left alone like a swallow on the house- 
top, when all the others have flown away. (Irnih 
dor sounds more largely and fully than that puny 
offspring of the projected jaw. The authority of 
Milton, were there no other and better, ought to 
eliminate so ungainly an anomaly : for liqueur 
is not yet Englished. 

Johnson. No, sir! wc have dram. But what- 
ever we would be ashamed of expressing in Eng- 
lish, we call in French. 

Tooke. Of the three words soup, group, troop. 


critic will animadvert on none whose glory can 
be malerially injured by his strictures, on none 
whose excellence is not so great and so well- 
founded that his faults in the comparison are light 
few, the labour is to be endured with patience. : 
For it is only by this process that we can go 
on firom what is good to what is perfect. I am 
in the habit of noting down the peculiarities 
ci every book I read ; and, knowing that I was 
to meet you here, I have placed in the fold 
of my sleeve such as I onoe collected out of 
Middleton. 


borrowed from the French, there is only one 
which we have fairly natu^ised. If troo'p is 
written with a double o, instead of ou, why should 
not the others ] 

Johnson. Why, indeed 1 
Tooke. Creature has only two syllables, creator 
three. Why not vnrite creture, as we pronounce 
it 1 correcting an anomaly so easily. 

Now to go on again with Middleton. He con- 
fuses bom and borne, which indeed are of the same 
origin, but differently spelt iu their different 
significations. As these two participles are the- 
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.-ciiiie, so are the two substantives /otcer and 
V liich we may see the more plainly by removing 
them a little out of our own language, and placing 
them at the side of a cognate word in another. 
An academy of Tuscany, still in existence I 
think, entitiN,, Della Cnma, chose for its em- 
blem a sieve, aid for its motto, II piu ltd Jiar ne 
coglie, 'r 

Johnson, True enough : and now indeed I per- 
ceive the reason, indifferently versed as I am in 
the Italian language, why the members of that 
academy have been universally called, of late 
years, coglioni, 

Toohe, Whenever I hear a gentleman addressed 
by that title, I shall bow to him as to a personage 
of high distinction, if I should travel at any time 
so far as Florence. 

Johmson. Bightly judged, sir! A eoglione in all 
countries is treated (I doubt not) with deference 
and respect. 

Tooke. Middleton writes dame, prodame, esh 
dame ; I think properly ; as pretense and defense. 
He never uses the word boast, but brag instead of 
it ; and the word ugly, in itself not elegant, most 
inelegantly. ** There are many ugly reports 
about him,” which Cicero calls an ugly bloVv,” 
“ an ugly precedent,” an ugly disturbance broke 
out.” Ho uses proper too as only the vulgar do. 
'' Cicero never speaks of him with respect, nor of 
his government but as of a proper tyranny.” ** A 
proper apotheosis.'* 

.lohnson. t (lid not imagine him to be so little 
choice in his expressions ; you have collected a 
number that quite astonishes me. 

Tooke, May I read on 1 

Johnson. Arc there more still upon that small 
piece of paper 1 Pray satisfy my curiosity. 

Tooke. Will you admit a southsayer ? 

Johnson. No, truly; although in the days of 
Elizabeth many wrote it so. 

Ti)oke. And many wrote then more idiomati- 
cally and more analogically than at present. 
What we write monarch and tetraroh, they wrote 
monark and tetrark, as we find in Aylmer and all 
the learned. Why should they be spelt like 
arch and march and starch ? 

.lohnson. I agree with you : we did spell several 
woi'ds better in the reigns of Elizabeth and James 
than we do now. The learned were recognised 
then, and inferiors submitted to legitimate au- 
thority. 

Tooke. Yet, Doctor, you inform us in your pre- 
face that if the authors who write honor, Mtor, 
erplans^i^ dedame, &c., have done no good, they 
have done little harm, because few have followed 
them, and because they innovated little. In fact, 
the writers to whom you refer have not innovated 
at all, but have followed the best authorities : 
and attempted to do good by substituting 
the better for the worse, A man or a writer is 
not the less good because he is not followecL 
There was a time, we read, when all went wrong, 
excepting one family. Every one of the words 
you have cited was written by learned, harmonious. 


and (I will add) cofwideiiate and elegant writers^ 
excepting red, U> which two nnnecessaiy letters ' 
were added ; of Hhese the last has been rejected 
by universal consent. The double d was retained 
to distinguish the preterite of the verb from the 
adjective red : but the sense alone would always 
do that. Sopie other words are without the same 
advantage. We n^quently findothe adverb $d(l, 
where it is doubtful whether it is an adverb or an 
adjective : for which reason, as well as for analogy, 

I would )#rite stil. We write until, and should, ai 
you have done, write M. In the same preface you 
inform us that " our language has been exposed to 
the corruptions of ignorance and the capyices of in- 
novation.” This is true, and to an extent which 
few men have the organs to see clearly. You com- 
mend the spelling ofhighth by Milton ; and at the 
same time you are reluctant to corfect our worst 
anomalies, declaring your unwillingness to ** dis- 
turb upon narrow views, or for minute propriety, 
the orthography of our fathers.” But if our 
fathers were licentious, and encroached on the 
patrimony of our grandfathers, what is to be 
done] Would it not be well to recover, by any 
obvious and honest means, as much as iQjiy be 1 ^ 
If my father was a hair-dresser, and cj^iatted 
agreeably but wrote vilely, »vould it not be better 
to imitate my grandfather, who was a curate, 
and who spoke with seriousness and wrote with 
precision ? v 

Johnson. Perhaps you are rig^t. I have had 
my fling at Middleton ; now take yours again. 

Tooke. Do you prefer a GkkUiclsm or a Latinisml 
However, you shall have both. ** Not oibnoanms to 
Clodius’s law,” for not amenable, liable, or sul^cL 
Then “ he drepes up in a clear and agreeable style 
then he goes on to depreciate a mme, so highly 
rWered for its patriotism, and writings, &c.” 
lipw in what school-room was a name ever taught 
to urite. The senate had no stomach to meddle 
with an affair so delicate.” 

Johnson. The delicacy of a thing in general Is 
no reason why the §jiomach is disinclined to 
meddle Vith it. 

Tooke. " An oath which Cato himself, though he 
had publicly declared that he would never do it, 
was forced at last to swallow. He had digested 
many things against his will.” 

Johnson. He might have swallowed them against 
his will, but surely he must have been the more 
glad at having digested them in proportion to 
their hardness. If he digested them' against his 
will, the digestion could not have been forced nor 
difficult. The evil is, when we have the <3^1 and 
can not do it I But 1 hope we may now leave the 
dlniug-room. 

Tooke, In Middleton's time it was usual to call 
Cicero by the familiar name of TuUy, and we con^ 
tinue to say Tullfs Offices. A mere Englishman, 
and only to such should we think we are speak- 
ing when we speak in English, would never 
comprehend the meaning of the title. 

.Tohmon. Why not call the book Cioero on Moral 
ObligMions, or, in one word, on Duties i 
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Tc<^, It might deceive dimt purchasers, on Johnton. Poetiy alone has this privilege. 

* eedng only the title-pa^. in our days, Tooke, ** The high office which you hll, and the 

aighify taxe$. Whenever we* talk of the duties eminent dis&nction tkai you hear.” 
sixriplyandBolely, the taxes are understood: these Johtuon, Much better without both which and 
beh^ the only duties which statesmen inculcate that. 

on the people. The Roman names have fared Todke. He usee the superlative 

among us worse than the Greek. Several retain Johnson, Properly the word free has no compare- 

their full proportions. Mark Antony has no tive nor superlative : for all ^Onosyllables are 
Roman feature :*Buch a name is more applicable made dissyllables by them, whlfch could not be in 
to an English coal-heaver or mackerel-crier than f reer and freest, I do not willingly write re-estahlm 
to the great orator or the celebrated triumvir. or re-edify. The better word for the one would be 
Johnson. In a translaMon from the Latin, restablish, if nstoi'e and rejix are inadequate, and 
wherever the Romans are introduced as speakers, for the other reconstruct. It is bad enough to be 


I should think it more dignified to pronounce the 
names at'fhll. I would not offer my money in a 
clipped and sweated state. 

Tooke, We retain the folly of turning the Greeks 
into Romans, and ending in us what ought to end 
in 01 ; as Anytew and Melitws. This is absurder 
than naturalising them at once. Are you inclined 
to look again at^the coarseness and clumsiness of 
Middleton? 

Johnson, Drag him out, by all means. 

Tooke. V I did not take him to be a rascal.” ** Such 
clauses were only bugbears ” “ The occasion was 
• so pat.^. ** Shall I do it, says 7, in my own way 
and fVo lines lower^'^I will move the senate 
then, says 1 ; ” and three after, “ So I thought, 
says Cicero is the ^eaker! " Cross the 
Tybcr” for I had rather l^ce him the 

comrade of Romulus than of the goddess Safety.” 
** To try what %rtune8 he could carre for him- 
self.” ** Ho seems to be hard jmt to if, for a 
pretext.” ** Part uith without regret.” " Dress- 
ing up an impeachmentf” ** If any other fate 
espeet me.” ** They would submit their conduct to 
the judgment of Cato, and deposit four thousand 
pounds apiece in his hands.” • 

Johnsofi, Apiece, although Hooker has once ^ 
plied the expression to men, ought never in such 
cases to be used instead of each. Its proper sense 
is of things saleable, inert or alive, but rather of 
the inert. 

Tooke, In that case it ^ight do very^well for 
his senate or ours. I find in most writers the 
word each used indiscriminately for every : this is 
wrong in prose : each ought never to be employed 
but in reference to persons or things mentioned 
before. 

Johnson, I never heard that. 

Todke, It may be wrong ; consider it. Middle- 
ton translates the word innocens, which, when 
spoken of military men, signifies their forbear- 
ance an^ moderation, into innocent, a term quite 
ridiemous when thus applied in English. In 
Cato’s letter to Cicero, about his intended triumph, 
wo find it thrice. “ Young V mar flowed from the 
source of my counsels.” ** What jlows from the 
result” 

Johnson, False metaphor ! 

Todke, ** If ever they got the better,” To ghe 
the exclusion,” " Coming forward towards,” 

Johnson, Redundant and very inelegant ! 

Tooke, He always writes oft instead of qfim. 


affected, but it is intolerable to be at once affected 
and uncouth. Justly may he be laughed at who 
falls into that slough which with a troublesome 
mincing gait he would avoid. They who might 
be shocked at reappear as a dissyllabic, tolerate 
ideal as one, and real as a monosyllable.* Yet 
they would pronounce realUy and ideality rightly. 
Many of Middleton’s political and religious, and 
some of his moral and historical reflections, do not 
please me. 

Tooke. A scholar, as he was, should never 
have countenanced the sentence of Valerius 
Maximus on Marius. " Arpinurn,” he says, 
** had the singular felicity to produce the most 
glorious contemner, as well as the most illustrioua 
improver, of the arts and eloquence.” A singular 
kind of felicity indeed 1 If ^s glory had had its 
followers, the greater part ^?®the world would at 
this time have been a forest, lie places strange 
and discordant ideas in close apposition. Speak- 
ing of Sylla, he says, “ He employed himself par- 
ticularly in reforming the disorders of the state, by 
putting his new laws in execution, and in distri- 
buting the confiscated lands of the adverse party 
among his legions : so that the republic seemed 
to be once more seated on a legal basis, and the 
laws and judicial proceedings began to flourish 
in the fonim.” Confiscation is a pretty legal basis, 
no doubt. Here he brings me to the Rostra. Rostra 
must be plural : I wonder he wrote ‘‘ that rostra.” 
There is an idle and silly thought in the Preface. 
Romulus, he tells you, seems have borrowed 
the plan of bis new state from the old government 
of Athens, as it was instituted by Theseus. What 
could Romulus know of Theseus or of Athens] 
The people were in the same state of civilisation, 
bad the same wants, and satisfied them alike. 
Romulus borrowed the houses, harvests, and wives, 
of those near him : he borrowed no more from 
Athens than from ’Change- Alley. The laws of 
Solon were known to Numa first among the 
Romans, if indeed Numa was a R()man,*^nd not 
rather a Corinthian. The name seems fictitious. 

Johnson. Leave politics alone: let history lie 
quiet. What I remarked,* some time since, on 
comparatives and superlatives, makes me desirous 
that we had a collection of Latin and English 

* We find tn Byron " rear a monosyllable. Ho caught 
it from a Bcotch mother, quite uneducated. Hia grammas 
la very incorrect : for instance. 

** Let he who made thee anawer that*’ Cain, 
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comparatirefly the former terminating in the mas- 
culine and feminine by ior, the latter in er. It 
would show US at a glance to what words the 
Roman writers, and our own, thought it better 
to prefix maps and more, instead of the compara- 
tive by the ^rmination ; and we should see, what 
never occurrei^o me until now, that the ancient 
and elegant cha the simpler mode preferably. 
Middleton, whom you have been quoting and 
examining so attentively^^ writes, honetter, modeiter: 
Milton tiriwusegt, 

Tooke. With all my veneration for this extra- 
ordinary and exemplary man, I would never use 
the word; and with all the preference I give, 
whenever it can be given, to the comparative I 
formed by the final syllable, I never would admit : 
it, nor the superlative, in words ending with out : j 
such as viituous, pious, relU/ious. I 

Johnson. Nor I truly : but perhaps our contem- 
poraries are somewhat too abstemious in words 
to which it might be more gracefully adapted. 

Tooke. Middleton writes for good and all.” 
This is somewhat in the manner of your friend 
Edmund Burke, who uses the word anotherguess ; 
in which expression are both vulgarity and igno- 
rance : the real term is amtlier-ijuise : there is 
nothing of guessing. Beside another'gum we have 
amother-gates. 

** When lIiKiibrtiM about to enter 
Upon (inothcrgatcs advent uro,** &c. 

Johnson. Edmund Burke, sir, is so violent a 
reformer that I am confident he will die a Tory. 
I am surprised that anything ho does or says 
should encounter your disapprobation. He, sir, 
and Junius should have been your favourites, 
if indeed they are not one and the same: for 
Edmund writes better when he writes for another, 
and any character suits him rather than his own. 
Sheustone, when he forgot his Strephons and 
Oorydons and followed Spenser, became a poet. 
Vour old antagonist Junius wears an elegant 
sword-knot, and swaggers bravely. What think 
youl 

Tooke. His words are always elegant, his sen- 
tences always sonorous, his attacks always vigor- 
ous, and rarely (although I may be a sufiferer by 
admitting it) misplaced. However, those only 
can be called great writers, who bring to bear on 
their subject more than a few high faculties of 
the mind. I require in him whom 1 am to 
acknowledge for such, accuracy of perception, 
variety of mood, of manner, and of cadence; 
imagination, reflection, force, sweetness, copious- 
nestt, 4«pth, perspicuity. I require in him a 
princely negligence of little things, and a proof 
that al1^o%h he seizes much, he leaves much 
(alike within big roach) unappropriated and un- 
touohi^. Let n«e gee nothing too trim, nothing 
quite incondite. ^ isqnal solicitude is not to be 
exerted upon all ideas ; gome are brought into the 
fulness of light, some adumbrated : so on the 
beautiful plant of our Vonservatories, a part is in 
fruit, a part in blossoni j not a branch is leafless, 
not a spray is naked. Then come those graces 


and allurementll, «f6r we have Ibw and 

homely names, bqt wMch among the aneienta* 
had many, aim expressive of delight and of 
divinity, lepores, Ulecebran^ veneres, he. : these, like 
the figures that hold the lamps on staircases, 
both invite us and show us the way up : for, write 
as wisely as we may, we cannot fix the minds of 
men upon our Writings unless we theip 
gently by the ear. 

Johnson. On this we meet and agree; but you 
exact teo much. You include too many great 
properties within you^ stipulations. 

Tooke. Several of these in Junius were uncalled 
for ; some that would have been welcome trere 
away ; and he is hardly a great writer in whom 
anything that is great is wanting. 

Johnson. Sometimes even Cicero himself is de- 
fective both in ratiocination and is euphony. 

Tooke. It can not be controverted that, even in 
this most eloquent author, there are sentences 
which might be better. « 

Johnson. Foj instance in the monkish cantiele, 

Bellutn autem ira suscipiatur 

Ut nihil aliud nisi pax quesita videatur. 

Tooke. By writing susceptum sit, he woirid have 
avoided the censure he has here incursed toe 
justly. Toward the end of his dialogue De Ciaris 
Oratoribus, he runs into the tautology, ** Hio me 
dolor tangit ; heec me 9%ra sdidtat.'^ Can anything 
I be more self-evident, and therefore more unneces- 
sary to state and insist on, than th<xt those are 
worthy of friendship in whom there is a reaK>n why 
they should be our friends! ^ 

Digni autem sunt anifeUia, quibus in ipais inest causa 
cur diligantur: 

or indeed much more so, than thii old age come* 

by degrees ; which he expresses in words redund- 
ant with the letter s. 

' Sensim sine aeiiau eetas Koneacit. 

And I wish I could think it were free from the 
ambition of an antithesis, in the sensim sine sensu. 

Johnson. He is the only Latin prose writer in 
whom you will find a ]jentametcr. 

Quid dominuH navis ? eripictne suum ? 

And I doubt whether in any other the tenses of 
possum are repeated seven times in about fourteen 
lines,* as they are here, with several of the same 
both before and after. 

Tooke. This pentameter is not his only one. 

Johnson. Stop there. We write pentameter 
with the e before the r, and metre inversely. I 
throw out this fresh bone to you in my largess. 

Tooke. In the third book De Oratore, %ir,gre lie 
reproves the fault, he commits it. If you never 
have remarked the passage, you will wonder at 
finding both a hexameter and pentameter, and in 
sequence. 

Complcxi plus multo etinm vidisse vldentnr 
Quam quantum nostrorum Ingeniorum soieSt dro. 

Milton puts several verses together in his prM 

♦ DeOfficiii, 1. ii, begin nu at the dose of the 
graph,'* Adde ductus aquarum. ao." 
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At tbe conclusion of thifflcconll iook of his Tre<h | should l)e so inordinately fond of change. Do you 


Hfd fi0aintt Prelaty, are nearly f:>ur of the moat 
powerlfh! and harmonious he ever wrote, 

** when God comxnanda to take the trumpet, &o.** 

In another place he likewise writes as pros^ 

'^I'he bleiised ineekneea of hialowlyjtraf, 
Thotieever^pen and inviting doors, &c/' 

But these last, although good fair verses, are only 
to the pitch of Paradise Regained. 

Johnson. The dog barked at bishops ; and Cicero 
praised those who bl sw his oenefactor. 

Tooke. We have nothing to do at present with 
the*politiQP of either, although we have raised 
into a blaze the tenets of the one, and have slain 
more friends than the other ever conciliated or 
deserved. Let us try to express our thoughts as 
clearly ; we m&y then as easily pardon those who 
discover a few' slight faults in our writings, as he 
would pardon us, were he living, for pointing 
them out in hi#. The two most perfect writers 
(1 speak of style) are DemostheiieB and Pascal ; 
but all their writings put together are not worth j 
a third of what remains to us of Cicero ; nor can 

be axpected that the world will produce an- 
other j^or the causes of true eloquence are extinct) 
who shall write at th^same time so correctly, so 
delightfully, and so wisely. 

Johnson. Let him give Way, sir, let him give 
way, for your rump-parliament and regicide. The 
causes of true eloquence are extinct ! I under- 
stand ^ou, sir : rump and regicide for ever ! 

Tooke. Doctor, I am not one of those who 
would agitate so idle a quq^tion, as, whether it is 
the part of a contemptible man, much less whether 
it is that of a criminal one, to scoff at supersti- 
tions forbidden by the religion of our country, og 
to punish with death and ignominy, a torturer, a 
murderer, a tyrant, a violator of all his oaths and 
a subverter of all his laws ! 

Johnson. That sentence, sir, is too graceful for 
mouths like yours. Burn, sink, and destroy, are 
words of better report froi% the hustmgs. , 

Tooke. I presume you mean, Doctor, when they 
are directed by pious men against men of the 
same language and lineage ; for words, like 
ciphers and persons, have their ^a|pe from their 
place. I am sorry you seem offended. 

Johnson. It is the nature of the impudent never 
to be angry. 

Tooke. Impudence, I find, is now for the first 
toe installea among the Christian virtues. 

Johnson. No, sir : impudence is to virtue what 
(^IcisaiWis to stoicism. Nothing is harder or 
crueler ; nothing seems less so. 

Tooke, Doctor, let me present to you this cup 
of tea. 

Johnson, Why > the man wears upon his mind 
an odd party-c^oured jacket ; half-courtier, half- 
rebel. I do not think I have flattered him very 
much ; yet he bowed as if he was suiqg me to 
dance with him. 

I can listen, sir, while you talk rationally 4 but 
I am angry that a gentleman of your abihties 


think anything correct ill any author whatsoever 1 

J'ooke. Once I was of opinion that nothing in 
Pascal could be corrected or improved ; this opi- 
nion I have seen reason to change, still considering 
him more exact and elaborate thav the best Eng- 
lish writers. In the second sent^ce of his Provin- 
I cud Letters, he says, ''Tant d’afis^nbl^es d’une com- 
pagnie aussi cdl^bre qu’est la Faculty de Thiiologie 
k Paris, et oh 11 s’est pass^ tant de choses si 
ejtraordinaires et si hors d’exemple, en font con- 
cevoir une si haute idde qu’on iie peut croire qu’il 
n'y cn ait un sujet bien extraordinaire. Cependant 
vous serez bien surpris, quand vous approndrez 
par ce recit k quoi se terminc un si grand ^clat.” 

Johnson. These repetitions indeed appear in- 
elegant. 

Tooke. In the first sentence, a few lines above, 
he used hien abuse, and afterward bien important. 

I shall make no observation on the disagreeable 
recurrence of sound in mrpris and recit. Similar 
sounds have sometimes a good effect ; but it must 
be an exquisite ear that dislinguishes the proper 
time. Permit me to continue the period. “ Et 
e’est ce que je vous dirai en pen de mots, apres 
m’en ^tre parfaitement instruit.” 

Johnson. Here I can detect no fault. 

Jooke. It lies in the reasoning : Pascal says 
plainly, "You will be much surprised, when 
you learn by my recital how such a bustle termi 
nates ; and I will tell you it in few words, when 
I am perfectly informed of it.” 

Johnson. I have not yet seen the error. 

Tooke, How can Pascal say positively that his 
correspondent will be ^uch surprised, at the result 
of a thing which he is about to relate, when he 
himself does not well know what that result will 
bo 1 That he does not> is evident ; because he 
says he will tell him after he has discovered the 
matter of fact. He makes another promise too 
rather hazardous ;^he promises that he will tell it 
in few words. Now, not seeing the extent of the 
information ho may receive on it, few wordi? pel 
haps might not suffice. r 

Johnson. I doubt whether the last objection be 
not hypercriticism. 

TooIm. Better that than hypocriticism ; the vague * 
and undisciplined progonyof our Mercuries, which 
run fiiriously from the? porter-pot to the tea-pot, 
and then breathe their last. There can be no 
hypercriticism upon such excellent writers as 
Pascal. Few suspect any fault in him ; hardly 
one critic in a century can find any. Impudence 
may perch and crow upon high places, and may 
scratch up and scatter its loose and vague opinions : 
this suits idlers: but we neither talk to the popu- 
lace nor stand in the sun pointing out what they 
heed not, and what they could never perceive. 

Another fault of his comes into my recollec- 
tion, and could never come more opportunely 
than after my expression of esteem for him. 
"C’est le motif de tons les hommes, jusqa^k 
ceux qui se tuent et gui se pendent.** As if he 
who hangs himself is different from him who kilU 
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and haa another motive. Were the 
volumea of Paacal before me, I mighi lay my fin- 
ger on other amall dcfecte, some in expression, 
some in reasoning ; and I should do it : for you 
would not Sipffer him to fall thereby in your 
esteem, nor ev%ip to mingle in the crowd of high 
literary' names. ^ tands with few ; and few will 
ever join him. 

Johmon. Good scholars and elegant writers may 
sometimes lapse. Gray* is both : yet he says, 

*• Their name, their year-, spelt by the unlettered Muse, 
dtc.” < 

There were nine, mythologists tell us ; but they 
have forgotten to inform us which was the unlet- 
tered one. We might as well talk of the power- 
less Jupiter, the lame Mercury, and the squinting 
Venus. In another poem, the court vm tat is not 
English ; nor is the note, in the Ode to Music, on 
Mary de Valence, "of whom tradition says that 
her husband tradition does not speak here of 
her, but of the husband. I have attempted to 
demonstrate some improprieties of expression in 
other places. 

Tooke, • You are supposed by many inconsiderate 
readers to have been too severe on him. 

Johngon, A critic is never too severe when he 
only detects the faults of an author. But he is 
worse than too severe when, in consequence of 
this detection, he presumes to place himself on a 
level with genius. A rat or a serpent can find a 
hole in the strongest castle : but they could about 
as much construct it as he could construct the 
harmonious period or "the lofty rhyme.” Severity 
lies in rash exaggeration and impudent exposure. 
Such as fall into it cut their own fingers, and tie 
them up so clumsily as to make them useless. 
He who exults over light faults betrays a more 
notable want of judgment than he censures. 
Sir, have I been two minute in my examination 
of Gray? 

Tooke, I think you have net: but I doubt 
whether you have assigned to him that place 
among the poets (I dare hardly say the men of 
genius) to which he is entitled. Expunge from 
his Elegy the second and third stanza, together 
with all those which follow the words 

'* Even in our ashes live their wonted (Ires,** 

and you will leave a poem with scarcely a blemish : 
a poem which will always have more readers than 
any other in any language. Eveiy church-yard 
contains a monument of Gray inscribed with ever- 
lasting characters. 

Jtihumi. You are enthusiastic for once. 

' voke. No poetry can make me that : and I am 
quite as sensible of Gray's imperfections as you 
are. He is often very harsh, and, what is won- 
derful in so laborious a composer, incorrect. 

Johnson, Come hither, young lady ! Have yon 
Gray’s poems? Go fetch them. Now give them 
this gentleman. Sir! you need not kiss her 
hand : she is not the queen. 

Y' oAv. That graceful curtsey might have well 
deceived me. 


Johnson, Sir ! ydh make the girl blush* ^ 

Tooke. If so. If im plore yon not to look so sted^ 
fastly at her, pointing me out for so great a 
criminal. 

Johnson, Whisper less loudly. She oanght 
every syllable, and walked away smiling. And 
now she is ttandkig before the fire, to lay all her 
blushes upon that. • 

Tooke, Doctor, you are surely the nicest of 
observeip. Turn, if you please : here are the words 
we want : 

*• Fair Venus' train ** 

Johnson, Ay, indeed, that is harsh enough.''^ 

Tooke. 

"Yet hark how through the peopled air 
The busy murmur glowa** 

Johnson. He might as well hav^ said, Harkf 
what fhntastic green palings and dii^gj window- 
shutters ! 

Tooke. " The azure flowers that blow,” are pre* 
cisely the azure flowers that never did blow. 

* Hard unkindness* altered eye** 

is harsh, ungrammatical, unpoetical, and worse 
than nonsense. If her eye were altered, ft mustf^ 
be altered for the better. 

** Gay Hope Is tbeir^ by Fancy fed, 

Less pleasing when posaest.'* 

Unless they possessed it, howiy it theirs t He 
means the olgeet of Hope, not Hope. 

" Nor second he that rode sublime 
Upon the seraph wings of eoetaoy 
The secrets of the abyss to spy." 

This is just as if I should ride to Highgate or 
Harrow for the purpose of looking into hold of 
a lighter on \he Thames. Who would ride stJh 
tvme to spy what lies low, even in an abyss ? par^ 
ticularly to spy its secrets ? Speaking of Drydcn 
he mentions his ** bright-eyed fancy.** Vigorous 
sense and happy expression are the characteristics 
of Diyden, certainly not fimoy. 

** Thoughts that breathe,'* 

It is no great matter to say that of them. 

" Loose his beard.** 

Beards were never tied up like the tuls of ooadi* 
horses. '* ~ 

*• Hark ! how each giant oak and desart oave 
Sighs to the torrent’s awful Toioe beneath ; 

O'er thoe, O king, their hundred arms they wave.** 

Who wave their hundred arms? Why, the giant 
oaks, to be sore. True enough; but not the 
desert caves, nor the torrent’s awfiil vojee ; and 
never was sighing more in vain than theuf£ 

The thread is spun.'* 

The thread mnst have been spunbefore they b^gan 
voeomng. ' ^ 

*« And gorgeous dames and statesmen old 
In bearded msjesty appear.** 

YHiatl the gorgeous dames too? Where were 
their scissors'! 

" Nor envy base, nor creeping gain. 

Dare the muae*e walk to rtafn.** 
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.One would think he biid*boford his eyes the goeee 
on Wimbledon common. And l|n8h he had not 
written 

** Ah happy hilla ! ah pleasing shades ! 

Ah fields beloved in vain I'* 

Johnson, Why so 1 the verses are tender. 

Toche, In the next breath hn tells us plainly 
that they were wit beloved in vain ; quite Ihe con- 
trary; that they soothed his weary soul and 
breathed a second spring. What could ^he have 
more from them 1 « * 

Johnson. Kent, sir, rent. 1 have graver things 
to adduce against him. He has dared to talk 
abodt the star of Brunswick. 

Tooke. Doctor, I entreat you, as a lover of loyalty, 
to let every man be loyal in his own way. Obe- 
dience to the existing laws is a virtue : respect and 
reverence of misfortune is another. Only cast out 
from the pale of loyalty those who espouse the 
interests of a part rather than of the whole. 
Whenever I see 1i person whose connections are 
plebeian, strive and strain for aristocracy, I know 
what the fellow would have : he would sacrifice 
the Interests of his friends and class for his own 
profit. « Generosity may induce the high-bom 
man t<^drop behind his fEunily, and to concern 
himself in meliorating the condition of those 
below him. Officiousness and baseness are the 
grounds on which the ])lebelan moves, who 
wrangles and fights for certain men more power- 
ful than enough Crithout him. This is the coun- 
terfeit loyalty on which 1 would gladly see descend 
your reprobating stamp and hammer. The star 
of Brunswick is no more censurable than the star 
of Brentford, and veiy like it both in biillianqy 
and magnitude. • 

Johnson. Ketum to philology : even Cicero hin% 
self, as we have seen, speaks incorrectly. 

Tooke. Sometimes. Yet my estimation of hia 
good sense and eloquence is undiminished by his 
inattention and negligence, which rarely occur, 
and on unimportant mattem. The ISu glish use 
injihittf for innumer ability, word he uses: 
and it is curious, as being the only word in the 
whole* compass of latinity which (with its en- 
clitic) contains nine syllables. Infinitatem loco- 
rum innumerahilitatemque mun(j[prqm.” 1 never 
can think that the word infinitior is founded on 
reason. What is infinite cannot be more infinite. 
I do not object so strongly to perfectissimus: 
this is only ^ mode of praising what is perfect, 
which, like infinity, cannot be extended or in- 
creased. There are words, however, which nei- 
ther ir^heir sense nor their formation seem 
capable of a comparative or superlative. There 
are properly no such words as resistless, relentless, 
exhmsUess, which we often find not only in poetry 
but in prose : for all adjectives ending in less, of 
which the first to strike us authors is motieyless, 
arc formed from substantives. Y et we can not say 
more or most peerless; mure or moH peimikss. We 
often find indeed a ^nost careZm servant, a most 
thoughtit'£S boy: but the expression is at* least 
Inelegant and unhappy : I should even say vicious. 


if celebrated writers did not cheok and control me 
by their autifority. 

Johnson. Sir, this is quibbling. 

Tooke. If correctness be the best part of elo- 
quence, and as ninety-nine to a hundred in 
which I think it is, then this i.> no quibble. 
When our servants or tradesm^ speak to us, it 
is quite enough that we underst&nd them ; but in 
a great writer we require exactness and propriety. 
Unless we have them from him, we are dissatisfied, 
in the same manner as if the man who refuses to 
pay us a debt should offer us a present. I am 
ready for eloquence when I find correctness. 
You complain, and justly, of that affected and 
pedantic expression of Milton, where he says that 
Adam was the most comely of men ever bom 
since, and Eve the fairest of her daughters. 

Johnson. Ay, certainly. 

Tooke. Yet you understand what he means. 
We employ in our daily speech an expression 
equally faulty. We say, " You of all otiiers ought 
not, Ac.” Now surely you are not one of oth^. 
Correctly spoken, the phrase would be, " You of 
all men.*' On reading Milton’s verses the other 
day^ I recollected a parallel passage in Tacitus on 
Yespasian : ''Solus omnium antese principum in 
melius mutatus : ” and fancying that I had seen it 
quoted by La Kochefoucault, I had the curiosity 
to inquire in what manner he translated it : for 
he leaves none without a French version. His 
words are, ^'11 fut le seul des empereurs, ses prtdt- 
cesseurs, qui changea en mieux.” Here we see 
how two acute men pass over, without observing 
it, a preposterous perversion of language and 
plain sense. 

Johnson. There are fruits committed by pedants 
for the more purpose of defending them. 

Tooke. Writers frr removed from pedantry use 
expressions, which, if we reflect on them, excite 
our wonder. 

Johnson. Better those than vulgarisms. 

Tooke. There we disagree. No expression can 
become a vulgarism which has not a broad foun- 
dation. The language of the vulgar hath its 
source in physics : in known, comprehended, and 
operative things : the language of those who are 
just above the vulgar is less pure, as flowing from 
what they do not in general comprehend. Hence 
the profusion of broken and ill-assorted metaphors, 
which wc find in the conversation of almost all 
who stand in the intermediate space between the 
lettered and the lowest. I will go further, and 
venture to assert that you will find most of the 
expressions in daily use among ourselves to be 
ambiguous and vague. Your servant would say, 
a man told me so : the most learned and elegant of 
your acquaintance would probably say, on the 
same occasion, a certain persem informed me. Here 
the person is not a certain but an uncertain one, 
and the thing told may have nothing in it of inform 
motion. A frrmer would say, a deal of money fora 
galloway : a minister of state, a consAderaUe sum, 
speaking of the same. Reflection demonstrates 
clearly that, although the sum may have boon 
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ikt doable of Uie valae^ it could not be an object 
of eon^deroHon, which word, however abused. Is 
equiyalenttocantm/^/aeton; another word strangely 
degraded and misapplied. Certain then is una / - 
tain, and w^ntideraHe is inoomnderabU. These 
words, you cahnot fail to haTo observed, are the 
signs and figu/.^ whereby we denote the very 
two things which, in one form or other, arc the 
most operative on the human mind ; magnitude 
and truth. As cormderahle is iitQOTisidcrahle, 
and certain ia uncerUiin, so doubt is used for 
betiene. "I doubt you are wrong,” is said ‘for 
''7 beliew you are wrong.” This is elliptical. 
" I come to the conclusion, or the suspicion, 
by doubting on points about it, that you are | 
wrong.” 

Johneon, We will return, at some future time, 
to the metaphysical of language. The new and 
.strange word an individuals seems rather to signify 
a dividual or particular. Pray tell me now, since 
vou have always a word in defence of the vulgar, 
what the fools can mean by a dead, heat, when 
racers reach the goal together, and a dead, hand, 
speaking of a man apparently the most alive and 
active : as a dead hand at quoits or tennis 1 . 

TooJbe. Add also dead level. Dead is finid^ed, 
accomplished ; in that sense the same as deed ; deed 
is factf and fact implies certainty. A dead level is 
an exact one. 

Johnson. Deed, however is no adjective. 

Toohe. Nor is net, nor is life : yet we say a net- 
ineome and a li/*e-interest. I have sometimes 
thought that net might bo neat. I am however 
more inclined to believe that it means purse in 
this instance, a thing of the same texture ; and 
my reason is, that we say ordinarily, he netted so 
much.” Since you have admitted mo into court 
as advocate for the vulgar, let me remark that 
we laugh at those who pronounce an aspirate 
where there should be none : but are not we our- 
selves more ridiculous, who deliberately write it 
before words in which it never is pronounced 1 If 
we are to pronounce it, why put an to it ? as an 
honest, an hon/>urable, an hour. The simple a 
denotes that it is wanted ; as in a harp, a heart, 
a house, a home, a harness. Unprofitably do we 
employ an before words beginning with the aspi- 
rate ; and much is it to be regretted that we see 
broken up and dissevered this household of fami- 
liar words. All that are aspirated should have a 
rather than an prefixed. There are other things 
also we often see in print, but never say : for 
instance, an unioom^ an university, an use, an ewe, 
an yeip^ree. We properly say an only son, im- 
properly such an ojus ; because in only the o has 
simply its own sound, in one it sounds as if tc 
were before it. Exactly half our vowels are occa- 
sionally consonants. Who would venture to say 
an year ago, or an youth, or an yelping cur, or an 
yesterdays newspaper 1 

Johnson. Proceed, sir, proceed : but 1 do not 
expect much regularity in your proceedings. 

To(dce, Look on me as on a fox-hunter in the 
field. 1 cannot go straightforward continually. 


I At one time theye'is a quickset hedge before me;* 
at another theA aVe rotten stakes; hereadMp 
ditch, there a quagmire, and farther onirard a 
wide morass. I will mention words for your eon- 
I sideration as they arise before me, and notin such 
I order as a grammar would require. We are walk- 
ing in a forest, witere the climate is genial, where 
the soil is rich, and where the fruits tire grow- 
ing wild : we will not at present take the trouble 
to assort them. As here you find a quince next 
to a cedar, and there peach-blossoms dropping ou 
a yew, so here we may catch a substantive and an 
adverb close together, both ready for oorrecti(^. 

Johnson. Have it so, and go on. 

Ttioke. If we write entrance, why not uttrance f 
ithau which nothing can be expressed harsher. 

I We should always write “entcranoe,” were it only 
to make a distinction between tills substantive 
and the verb ewtrhnoe. Shakspeare has done It 
in Macbeth : 

** The raven himself is liourser 
I That ofoaks the fatal enterahee of Duncan 

1 Under my battlements 

j and many other words on the same principle : for 
j example, the verse in All *s Well that En&s WdU 

And iBKting In her sad rememberanoesr 

Johnson. Shakspeare has indeed thus written ; 
but what man dares always to be right? 

Toohe. Simile is not an English word, uor s 
Latin one, as a substantive. Simily should replace 
it. But of all the inelegances inVages professedly 
English, /ao-rimt/e is the vilest; worse in its con- 
formation than its twin-brother fao4otum. In 
our language there are other parts of speech used 
somewhat promiscuously. Some verbs with us 
arc French •nouns and particles united. What 
^hink you of engross 1 en gros. It means in one 
sense, as probably you have remarked in your 
Dictiontiry, what is written in thick characters by 
; lawyers ; in another, that appropriation to them- 
selves of what is not theirs by right; attributing 
to the means (the engrossing, or writing in.fAtdb 
letters) what is done' oy the employer of those 
means, the lawyer. Colloquially, and sometimes 
in graver business, we say on all sides. * 

Johrmn. Why not ? 

Tooke. How ivauy sides have we? 1 should 
have believed that we had two only, if a certain 
compound did not twitch me by the skirt and lay 
claim to a third. 

Johnson. Sir, a man has but twe sides from 
which that expression could have been deduced : 
for outside and inside have nothing to do with it. 
They however show us that side in tftilr osse 
signifies paH ; and it has this signification when 
we say on all sides. Side, in this sense, is the satne 
as the Latin situs, the Italian sito. Uruint loqwndi 
popvlo concern. 

Tooke. ScierUiam mihi reserva/vi. We have 
only two halves ; yet we say on my behalf, on your 
behalf, and on his behalf, when the same matter is 
in litigation among three persons. Chaucer says, 
on thii halfe God ; on this side of God ; m& fim 
halves, four sides, as his interpreter expresmes it, 
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JohmoH, Would youf who ywr# a stickler for pro- 
prieWi use such an expression |a tomehow or other, 
which we hear spoken and find MTitten con> 
tinually? 

Invoke. I would not ; because somehow expresses 
<he whole meaning, and other how is not English. 
We, who are not vulgar, s%y broljior-in-law, eo»- 
in4aw,^kc, wherein we appear to vie in folly with 
the French and Italians, and even to exceed them. 
An Italian calls eognaio what we call hrotJter-in4aw, 
neither of which is true. He is not connate to us, 
nor is he a brother by the laws. The beaufr^re of 
the Frenchman is ludicrous ; so is ihopareiit ; but 
inffc so ;|(iuch as our grandson, one day old. A 
Frenchman mifst speak more ridiculously still if 
he would speak of a horse-shoe made of anything 
but iron : as Voltaire in Zadig: “Desfers d* argent 
a onze denieffe de fin.” Prom the same poverty 
and perversion of language, he attributes sense to 
dust or clouds: '^Nuages agittfs en sens con 
traires,” meaning direction. There is also an odd 
expression for “I have it in my powCr,” Je suis 
G-m(we : oddness, but not corruption, as in many 
of .ours. We say coadjutor where there is only 
one hglper. And there are expressions which in 
thcxrj^elves are very incorrect, yet give an idea 
not to be mistaken ;*Buch for instance is, Round 
gour fireside. You can not be round a side. 

Johnson. ** Round the fiitc” would be better. 

Tooke, Not at all. We can not be round it in 
our houses, unless some of us are behind the 
chimney. We say, Light the fire. Nothing has 
less need of lighting. The Italians say. Light tlio 
ohiwney. Now for an impropriety or two in verbs. 
Originate, a deponent, is become active. People of 
fashion say Re originated the measure. 

Johnson. Scholars will alway^s say The measure 
originated fntm him. 

Tooke. There is another word which we use im- 
properly. We say, “ Such a person was executed for 
robbery now the person is prosecuted, the sentence 
tssecfuted. One would imagine that executioner 
should designate theyut/^jg, him who executes the 
laws j not him who executes only one decision of 
them ; but in our jurisprudence we have the hang- 
xnan so perpetually before us that the expression 
is accountable and reasonable. Execution then 
stands with us for juridical 3ea\ and not for 
the completion of any other sentence. Wo em- 
ploy it again on the seizure of goods under a 
warrant. 

Johnson. Within the last year or two, I have 
heard the expression " a man of talent,** instead of 
** a m$:« of talents : ” and I am informed by my 
fiiend, Sir Joshua Reynolds, who quickly discerns 
an inelegance and strongly disapproves an inno- 
vation, that an artist now signifies a painter, and 
art painting, exclusively.* 

Tooke, Ignorant people, I mysolf have remarked, 
are beginning to speak so : the fashion cannot 

^ Since the time ol Johnson, the estahllHhment of an 
academy for paintimt in KnKland has much infected oiti 
tangoage. If we find five metaphorH in a chapter four of 
^icm are upon trust from the oU^aad-colour-mau. 


j continue. We might as well call a Doctor of 
Physic a dactor of rhubarb, and a Doctor of Laws a 
doctor of subpoenas. And yet we smile at the 
expressions of ^he vulgar. You would think mo 
vulgar, if I called a man a desperate fool, or a 
house a desf>erate big house. 

Johnson. Ay, indeed I should. 

Tooke. Come along, my leai^ed and afiable pre- 
ceptor. Be it as pleasant for you to be released 
from the columns of a dictionary as for me to 
escape from the chapters of a grammar. We will 
expatiate freely over the wide and varied field 
before us, hero trampling down a troublesome 
thistle, and there raising up again a neglected 
flower. We will make hay while the sun shines ; 
and I perceive already that I he clouds are rolling 
ofiT. We will toss it about, lightly and easily ; 
which is the true meaning of the word discuss ; 
we will let in plentifully light and air, and inhale a 
fresh fragrance at every heaving of the rake. Others 
may cart it, lay it on the stavk, press it, trim it, 
truss it, and carry it to market. Even if I should 
assist you but little, think it somewhat to have 
drawn around you so many stedfast and inquiring 
eyes, so many fair heads, each radiant with its circle 
of glory, like angels about some beatified saint. 
Johnson. Don’t play the fool. 

Tooke. Alas! it is the only game I have ever 
learnt to play : but I dislike to play it single- 
handed. Come along, Doctor! We have many 
words implying intensity, now gone or going out 
of use among the middling classes, and lapsed 
entirely from the highest. Such as mighty (for 
rery) which exactly corresponds with the Latin 
voids; and desperate, in the same sense, for v’^bich 
they had a relative in insarms, used by Cicero 
before the senate in designating the terraces of 
Clodius, which he calls “ insanas substruction es.” 
The vulgar now use mortally as Cicero uses immor- 
tally, an expression of intensity and vehemence. 
"Te a CsBsare quotidie plus diligi immorlaliter 
gaudio.” 

Johnson. There is hardly any writer who does 
not sacrifice elegance to force, when he has occa* 
sion. Addison says that Virgil •' strained hard to 
outdo Lucretius in the description of the plague.” 

Tooke. Addison, in the same sentence, which I 
remember for its singular weakness, says also that 
if the reader would with what success, he 
may find it at large in Scaliger.” 

Johnson. He might 

Tooke. Could he not find it equally at large in 
Lucretius and Virgil ; or is Scaliger nearer at 
hand, presenting a more authentic document than 
the original l Addison is not only an inconsi- 
derate and superficial critic, but is often vulgar 
and mean : he is sometimes ungrammatical. He 
is both in that verse by which he has expressed 
how much more useful the senate was in Thessaly 
than at Rome. 

Johnson. 1 remember none such. 

Tooke. 

** The corps «f half her senate 
Manure the fields of Thessaly.** 
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The grammatical &ult irould not have been com- 
mitt^y if the word wrps had been written, aa it ; 
ahould be, with a final e. Tn his Poem to the 
Kin(f he hath several times used the word eorpi 
in the plural. On the contrary he has added t 
to the word teraphim. The bathos was never so 
well illustrated by Swift, as it might have been if 
he had taken his^ examples of it from Addison 
alone. What think you of this 1 

** ThuH JStna, when in fterca eruption SroSe, 

FIHh heaven with aihee . . and the earth with amoke.** 

Look now at his Saint Cecilia, The imbecility 
of the first line we will pass over : in the second, 
where is the difference between the voice and the 
accents? 

Cecilia** name does all our numbers grace, i 

From every voice the tuneful accents fly.** 

What does the word it relate to, in the next? 
certainly not to the aooeiUa, probably not to voice, 
for the every stands in the way. 

'* In soaring trebles now it rises high, ! 

And now it sinks and dwells upon the base.** | 

Doctor, 1 am a dealer in words, a word-fancier ; 
excuse me then if I premise to you, in the spirit 
of trades and callings, the importance I attach 
to mine. 

Johneon, Let us hear what you have to say. 
Wisdom is founded on words ; on the right appli- 
cation of them. 

Tooke, We have two which we use indifferently ; 
on and upon. It appears to me that those who 
study elegance, by which I always mean precision 
and correctness, may give a specimen hes’e. 1 
would say upon a tower : on the same principle I 
would say on a march. There would indeed be no 
harm in saying on a tower ; but there would be an 
impropriety in saying upon a marsh ; for np, 
whether we are attentive or inattentive, whether 
we have been a thousand times wrong or never, I 
means somewhat high, somewhat to which we ascend, i 
I should speak correctly if I said, “ Doctor Johnson 
dew on me,” incorrectly, if I said *'he fell upon 
me." Custom is a rule for everything but con- 
tradiction. We have hardly three writers of 
authority. 

Johnson. How ! sir ! hardly three I People of 
your cast in politics are fond of vilifi^ng onr 
country. Is this your whigship 1 

Tooke. Whigship it is indoed ; but not mine. 
Consider me as holding out a cake of meal and 
honey to appease you, when I bring to your recol- 
lection that the Homans have but one. For 
however great is the genius of Sallustius and 
Livios and Tacitus, faults have been detected in 
their style by those who could judge better of it 
than we can. Almost every elegant verse, almost 
every harmonious sentence in poetry and prose 
among the Romans, was written within half a 
century. The comic Authors were imitators of 
the Greeks : nothing national is to be found in 
Plautus himself, in whose pieces every sentence 
bears the impression of its Attic mint. The great 
work of Lucretius and the greater of Ovid were I 


the first and las^ dgserving the name of poenuH ^ 
great as was the^ vigour and high tiie spirit of * 
Ennius. Judging by tbo language, one would 
imagine that several centuries had intervened 
between them ; yet the same reader might have 
been living the day when each was edited. The 
most beautiful fiowfjs grow in clusters. Lucretius, 
Catullus, and Calvus, the loss of whose Torks is 
the greatest that latlnity has sustained : then 
Virgil, Ovid, Horace, and Cassius of Panna, the 
next gredt loss : for desirous as every man must 
be to recover the rest of Cicero and Livitts, yet he 
perceives that there is enough of them before 
him to judge of their genius quite corrpctly : •the 
remainder would afford him only the same plea- 
sure as what he enjoys. In the lost poets the sources 
of it are cut off altogether : they can afibrd ns no 
delight, and we can render them n5 justice. 

Johnson. Addison has exhausted your stock. 

7'ooke. I had forgotten him again. Since how- 
ever you bring him back to me, I will endeavour 
to prove that he has exhausted neither my justice 
nor my patience. His spelling is villanous : coffy- 
house, bin (for been), evry, imtandd, inclined. . He 
is fond of the word hint, which, as a substontive, , 
no poet has used, or ever will use. ^ 

“ Muhic can noble hints impart'* 

What is merely a hint, can hardly be noble. 

** The Almighty listens to a tutiefcl tongue. 

And seems well pleased and oour^ with a song.*' 

If these lines had been translated from Voltaire, 
you would have cried out against his impiety. I 
know not your opinion ,of Chaucer. 

Johnson. 1 do not read what 1 should read with 
difiiculty. „ 

„ Tooke. Addison says of him, 

** In vain be jests in his unpolished strain. 

And tries to make hih readers laugh in vain.*' 

The verses are a tautology, and the remark an 
untruth. In his observations on Cowley there is 
a bold conceit, which 1 think must have been 
supplied by a better p6et. 

** He more had pleased us had he pleased us less.** 

This, if it is nonsense, is more like the nonsense 
of Dryden thqn Addison, and is such as con- 
veys an idea. Here comes hint again. 

“ What rouse but thine can equal hints Inspire.** 

To make it English, we must read some other 
word than btU. « 

« And plays in wore unbounded vorm, &c.*’ 

U7ibound^d has in itself the force of abanperla- 
tive, and cannot admit the comparative more. 
On Milton he expresses your sentiments, but not 
as vou would have expressed them. 

•' O had the poet ne*cr profaned his pen 

To varnish o’er the guilt of faithless men. 

His other works might have deserved applause, 

But ni>w the language can’t support the wuae.** 

Johnson. I confess that here he has reversed 
the u\<ttter, and that his own cause can not sup* 
port his language. 
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Toobe, What has th* «(iiiM«t(ldo with tha other 
works 'T He might fonootli If re sucoeedpd in 
scsenes of grandeur^ if he newr had written in 
defienee of the commonwealth. It is indeed rime 
that Addison should " bridle in hU etruggling mu$e.** 

Johnson, Sir, let. ns call the ostler and put her 
into the stable for the nighty Sh^ has a good 
many J^lemishes, and winces more than one 
would have suspected from her sleek and fleshy 
appearance. 

Tooke, &he gives some indication too^)f having 
been among the vetches. 

Johnson, To be grave on it, metaphor is in- 
applicable to personification. 

Tooke, Hurd is among the most conceited 
writers of the present day. He has imitated in 
prose the metaphor so justly ridiculed in these 
verses of Addison. In his Dialogue on Sincerity, 
he represents Waller saying, After a few wanton 
circles, as it were to breathe and exercise my muse, 
I drew her in from these amusements to a stricter 
manage** • 

J6hns<m, His criticisms on others are usually 
sound and sensible. In his manners he is courtly ; 
but ii 4 his language he mistakes vulgarity for 
ease, ^d inaccuracy for freedom. 1 remember an 
instance of his emplcJying that word manage am- 
biguously. Instead of leaving it French he must 
give it an English spelling# With an English spel- 
ling it ought to have an English meaning, which it 
has not, but quite the contrary. His words are, 
"To the Hollanders indeed she could talk big; 
and it was not her humour to manage those over 
whom she had gained an ^cendant.” Now surely 
this expresses the very reverse of what the learned 
prelate wished to say. **Look big*' recursjust below : 
and soon after " much indevoted to ^le court,*' and 
** misconceived of,** and a great mean* of the hierar- 
chical greatness** Mean* is plural. " To both your 
satisfaction* : ” for " to the satisfaction of you both.’* 
Since you have mentioned Dryden, let me remark 
to you that his spelling is negligent. He writes 
look*d, tradudd, describ'd, ^pply*d, assur'd, polish'd, 
shUidd, In his preface to the translation of the 
Pastorals, we find " Is there anything more sparkish 
and better humour’d than Yenus her addressing 
her son, &c.” And he spells icicles " ycicles.** 

••Are these the limbs for ycicles to tear.** 

Tooke, He is rather to be followed in his cou*d 
and wfm*d and should ; because so it is, and so it 
was then, jlronounced. Addison too has written 
the same words in the same manner. I wish he 
had (!.9ictioned by his authority more of our 
usages, and older and better. But our vicious 
apeUing, and evexything else that is vicious in 
iangnage, is likely to deepen ; for eveiy fresh | 
riioal of novelists raises up some muddiness and | 
wriggles against some weed. Of all the absur- 
dities that ever were compressed into one word, 
surely the greatest is in the word chiselled when 
applied to features. If they who employ it mean 
to signify a fineness and delicacy, let them be 
taught that the chisel does only the rougher 


work, and that the polish is given by attrition. 
There is na such a thing in existence a.s a maa 
or a woman ; they are turned into per one and 
indwiduala. Nothing is given or granted; 
everything is cuxorded. Weapons are out of use; 
but a pistol or a sword is become an amt, 

Johnson. Vciy true. And soldiers are not en- 
camped ; they are hiv . . hiv, <Do pronounce the 
word; you have flexible organs, and can pro- 
nounce the hardest in Gulliver's Travels. As for 
spelling it, I set the two Universities at defiance. 

Tooke. 1 hear, Doctor, what anyone may easily 
suppose, that your acquaintance is greatly sought 
among the ladies. Now, for their benefit, and 
for the gentlemen too who write novels and 
romances, I would request you to exert your 
authority in repressing the term our Iwro, These 
worthy people seem utterly unaware that the 
expression turns their narrative into ridicule. 
Even on light and ludicrous subjects, it destroys 
that illusion which the mind creates to Itself in 
fiction; and I have often wished it away when I 
have found it in Fielding’s Terni Jones, although 
used jocularly. While we are interested in a 
story we wish to see nothing of the author or of 
oufrselves. 

Johnson. I detest, let me tell you, your diffi- 
culties and exceptions, your frivolity and fastidi- 
ousness; 1 have employed the word myself. You 
admit one gi’eat writer in one language ! three or 
four in another ! pray how many do you allow to 
Greece! 

Tooke. I would not interrupt you, Doctor; 
thinking it of all things the most indecorous. 
England has many great writers, Rome has many : 
but languages do not retain their purity in the 
hands oven of these. Whenever I think of Greece, 
I think with astonishment and awe ; for the 
language and the nation seem indestructible. Jjong 
before Homer, and from Homer to Epictetus, 
there must have been an uninterrupted series of 
admirable authors, although we liave lost the 
earliest of them, both before the poet and after. 
For no language can hold its b/eath one whole 
century : it becomes, if not extiUct, very defective 
and corrupted, if no great writer fosters it and 
gives it exercise in that period. What a variety 
of beauty, what a prodigality Mid exuberance of 
it in the Greek ! Even iz; its last age it exists in 
all its freshness. The letter which the mother of 
Saint Chrysostom addressed to that enthusiast in 
his youth, is far more eloquent, far more powerful 
jin thought and sentiment, than anything in 
Xenophon or Plato. That it is genuine cannot 
be doubted ; for it abounds in tenderness, which 
saints never do, and is concise, which Chiysostom 
is not. 

Johnson. Greece ought to be preserved and 
guarded by the rulers of the world, as a cabinet of 
gems, open and belonging to them all. Whatever 
is the fate of other countries, whatever changes 
; may be introduced, whatever laws imposed, what- 
I ever tributes exacted, she should preserve hex 
lineaments unefiaced. Her ancient instituriona 
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and magistraclea should be lanotioned to her> In 
gratitude for the inestiniable blessings she has 
conferred on us. There is no more danger that 
republicanism would be contagious from it, than 
from a medal of Cimon or Bpaminondas. To 
Greece is owing the conversation we hold together ; 
to Greece is owing the very city in which we hold 
it ; its wealth, its power, its equity ; its liberality. 
These are among her earlier benefits: her later 
are not less. We owe to her the better part of 
that liturgy by which the divine wrath (let us 
hope) may be averted from the offences of qpr 
prospcrily. 

Tooh\ I would rather see this regeneration, 
than Viscount Corinth or Marquis Lacedasmon; 
than conduct to her carriage the Duchess CEno- 
anda, or even than dance with Lady Ogygia or 
Lady Periboea. We may expect the worthy baronet. 
Sir Acamas Erechthyoniades, High Sheriff of 
Mycense, if more fashionable systems should pre- 
vail, to be created Lord Lieutenant and Gustos 
Botulorum of that county. 

Johnson. How much better and bow much 
easier is it, to remove the dirt and rubbish from 
around this noble statue, and to fix on it again 
the arm that is broken off and lies under it, than 
to carve it anew into some Gothic form, and to set 
it \ip in the weedy garden of an ignorant and 
drunken neighbour. 

Tooke. The liberation of Greece is the heirloom 
of our dreams, and comes not under the cognis- 
ance even of imagination when awake. To sup- 
pose that she could resist the power of Turkey one 
year, would be to suppose her more valiant and 
heroic than she ever was. If this were possible, 
the most despotic governments, the most friendly 
to her enslaver, the most indifferent to glory, the 
most deaf to honour, the very dead to Christianity, 
would lend an arm to support and save her. 
Kothing could be more politic, for England in 
particular, than to make her what Bhodes was 
formerly, what Malta should now be, equipped if 
i:oi for the faith, equipped and always under sail 
against piracy ; and religion would not induce her, 
as it would the knights of those islands, to favour 
the Catholics in case of war. 

Johnson. Here our political views converge. 
Publish your thoughts; proclaim them openly; 
such as these you may. 

Tooke. It would cost me three thousand pounds 
to give them the requisite weight ; and I believe 
there are some other impediments to my entrance 


into the House o] fibrnnidAs. Nothing is fitted to , 
the hnnds of a Hln^s minister but what is plaoed 
in thorn by a member of that honourable house*. 
They take my money, which serves them UttH 
while my advice, which might do soma good, they 
would reject disdainfully. As where there hi 
omniscience 4ihore«is omnipotence, so wisdom (wu 
seem to think) is always in proportion to power. 
A great man feels no want of it ; and faulty aigu* 
ments are only to be discovered through a hole 
in the dr^ss. , 

Johmon. If your observations were always as Just 
and your arguments as Innocent, I never should 
decline your conversation ; but, on the QofiCrtuQr, 1 
should solicit from you a catalogue of such peon- 
liarities and defects, as a profound insight into 
our language, and a steady investigation oflte 
irregularities and intricacies, have Enabled you t|^ 
remark. 

Tooke. And now. Doctor Johnson, you are at 
last in good-humour, I hope to rfcquite your con- 
descension by an observation more useful than any 
I have yet submitted to you. Annibal Caraod, 

I know not whether in advice or in reproof, said 
to a scholar, What you do not undentand you muiim 
darken. Are not we also of the Bologna /chool, 
my dear Doctor 1 Do not wb treat men and things 
in general as Caracci would have the canvas 
treated? What we c&n not so well manage or 
comprehend, we throw into a coiMer or into outer 
darkness., I do not bate, believer me, nor dislike 
you for your politics : whatever else they prove, 
they prove your constancy and disinterestedness. 
Nor do I supplicate yoq. for a single one more of 
those kind glances which you just now vouchsafed 
me. The fixedness of your countenance, frowning 

it is, shows at lea.st that you attend to me, which, 
from a man of your estimation in the world, is no 
sKght favour. Contented as I ought to bo with 
it, I would yet entreat for others in the same con- 
dition, that you may be pleased to consider those 
writers whose sentiments are unpopular, as men 
walking away spontai^ously from- the inviting 
paths of Fortune, and casting up the sum of an 
account which is never to be paid or presented. 

Johnson. I did not think there was so much 
wisdom in you, , 

Tooke. Nor was there until this conversation 
and this strong hand created it. 

Johnson. How ! have I then shaken hands with 
him? and so heartily ? 
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Ths Cavaliere Puutomichino was the last ro- 
proBontaiive of an ancient family. He was an 
honest and rich man ; so that, when his intention 
was understood at Florence of travelling to Eng- 
land, it excited suspicion in some, and surprise in 
all ; for Italians of that description were seldom 
known to have crossed the Channel. He went 
howovor, and remained there several years, read- 


ing our best authors, and wondering (as he in- 
formed me) at one thing only, which is, 
there could really be in the whole human race so 
prodigious a diversity, as he found in almost evoiy 
five men he conversed with in our metropolis. 
" I have often observed,” said he, " more variety 
in a single household than I beUeve to exist in 
all Italy.” 



CAYAUBKB PUITT^MlOHINO 

Me never had about hhn ihtf sightest taint of 
atfeotation ; yet became he sih^llr, and glaringly 
§ 9 , at hia first introduction to the acad^y of La 
Orneea. For he^aaserted three paradoxes: first, that 
BO smilence or*spee^h in a comedy should exceed 
afidridieet in octavo ; secondly, that no witticism 
Mionld be followed by an explanatioxv in the dia* 
logne, of«more th&n two pages ; and thirdly, that 
Stokspeare had nearly or quite as much genius 
ae Gteldohi Henceforward he was a worthy man, 
but an oddity. His claim ^ the literal'^ charac- 
ter I shall forbear to discuss; although 1 have 
main^ papers, not indeed of his own writing, but 
addressed dbo him by others, some of which go so 
&r as to call him a nightingale, some a great 
doctor, some an eagle, some a phoenix, some a sun, 
and one both a sun and a phoenix. But this last 
0» written by a rival of Mm who wrote the pre- 
diding; and therefore its accuracy may be sus- 
pected, and it was declared by the academy, 
after three sittiflgs, to be more ingenious than 
correct. • 

His sedentary life had been unfriendly to his 
health, and be was seized in the beginning of this 
muter with repeated and severe attacks in the 
breast.% As he had inherited a good property, and 
had collected many rire books, all the canonics 
and professors began to write tribiUea, monodies, 
elegies, musce plangevies, E9ruricR luctus, and con- 
solations to his* heir, no very distant relative, 
whose brother iif the time of the French govern- 
ment had been hanged for a robbery at the age 
of eighteen. He himself was in the galleys at 
Pisa for the murder of hhi father-in-law, who had 
educated him and had promised to leave him his 
estate. On the death of the Cavalier^, it was fore- 
seen that he, too late indeed for his happiness an(} 
sonsibili^, would be found innocent of an offence, 
for which the French laws in their precipitancy 
had condemned him. The proofs of this inno- 
cence were produced, the patron found, the sum 
stipulated, when the Cavaliere died. On opening 
the will, it appeared that lie had destined his pro- 
perty to the maintenance of soldiers’ widows, and 
the redemption of slaves from Barbary. Diavoli / 
and ccam / and cappaH I and Bacco ! tripped up 
and exploded the Muses and Btr^rq). Eosini, the 
Pisan professor, their choregus, who, printer no 
less than professor and poet, had already struck off 
Ms LamerUation, spoke more calmly and reason- 
ably than thq rest, saying manfully, Gabriel, take 
down those sheets in papal quarto, and throw them 
upon the Codes of Napoleon : the thing won’t do.” 
The exj^cted and expecting heir was accused of 
fiilsifying the evidences ; and fresh severities were 
added, for his attempts to corrupt justice. 

Let me now revert to my first acquaintance with 
the Oavaliere. I never in my life accepted a letter 
of introduction, nor ever expressed a wish, what- 
ever I might have felt, for any man’s society. By 
some accident this peculiarity was mentioned to 
Pnntomichino, and he called on me immediately. 
Betuming his visit, I found him in the library : 
ioveial lUnglinh books were upon the table, and 
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there was seated at the window a young gentleman 
of easy manners and fashionable appearance, Mr« 
Denis Eusebius Taloranagh, of Castle-Talcranagh 
and of Skurrymore-Park, county Down, and first 
cousin, as he informed me, of Lord Cowslipmead, 
of Dove’s-nest-Hall, county Meath, a great fire- 
eater. I bowed ; on wMoh he fancied that I had 
known his lordship intimately* On my confessing 
the contrary, he appeared surprised. “ You 
must however have heard something,” continued 
he, ‘4n your earlier days, of Sir Eoderic James 
O’^owran, my uncle, who, whenever he entered 
an inn with his friends, placed himself at the 
head of the table, and cried, ' Whiskey and 
pistols for eight ! ’ ” 

It was now my turn to be mortified, and I could 
only reply that there were many men of merit 
whom it had never been my fortune to know. 
" Then, sir,” said he, " ten guineas to one you 
never were in Ireland in your life ; for you must 
have known him if you had met him, wliether you 
would or not.” 

There was an infinity of good humour in Mr. 
Talcranagh ; and if his ideas were not alwayr, i)or- 
splcuouB, they often came forth with Honuiwdiat of 
prilmatic brilliancy. He acknowledged a predi- 
lection for the writers of his own country, “which,” 
he said, “ we authors are not apt to do.” I then 
discovered that 1 had been conversing with a 
literary man, who had published an imperial folio 
of eleven pages on the Irish Wolf-dog. 

“I sold my copies,” said he, “and bought a 
tilbury and. a leash of setters. And now, sir, if 
ever you should print anything, take my advice ; 
cuts in wood or cuts in stone, and a black-letter 
title-page, for your life I I did it, without a know- 
ledge of printer or publisher ... to he sure, I was 
master of my subject, which goes a great way ; and 
then indeed I had a pair of extraordinary capital 
buckskins, which, it is true, began to carry on the 
surface, as Bouthey says of Flemish sceneiiy, 

* A grey and willowy hue,* 

but I found a fellow in Cockspur-sueet who pro- 
cured me a favourable criticisfii for them. I 
went no further in expenditure, although Valpy 
was constantly at the heels of my groom Honorius, 
pressing him also to write a cr ticism on the Wolf- 
dog qf Erin for the dassiioJ, Jourwil; since I from 
ignorance of custom was too proud to do it ; and 
assuring him that, look as he might, and shake 
his head as he would, he was no Jew, and would 
do the thing reasonably. Sir,” added Mr. Tal- 
cranagh smartly, “ are you a friend to dog^ V’ 

“ A thousand thanks to you, Mr. Talcranagh,” 
cried I, “ for asking me a question at last which I 
can answer in the affirmative. There is a sort of 
freemasoniy among us, 1 verily believe ,* for no 
dog, except a cur, a pug, or a turnspit, ever barks 
at me ; they and children love me universally. I 
liavo more than divided empire : these form the 
best part of the world.” “Add the women,” 
shouted he aloud, “ and here is my hand for you.” 
We saluted cordially. 
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" Indeed/’ said I, " Mr. Talcranagb^ you have stone. We h^IrelVnothaig now to give ! no* not 
reason to be proud of your couritrywomen, for even a bunch <ff ro^ to our Protectress over ike 
their liveliness, their beauty, and their genius, gate . . mercy upon us ! Until this unproduc- 
The book before us, by Miss Edgeworth, which tive seawn we have always paid our rent wo are 
you were looking into, abounds in philosophy and now thirty crowns in arrears. We went to tho 
patriotism; there is nothing of commonplace, good old lady; she shook her head, and said she 
nothing of sickly sentiment, nothing of insane would do what she could for us, but that her son 
enthusiasm. I read warily ; and whenever I find man^d, and he already knhw the ease/ On 
the writings of a lady„the first thing 1 do, is to hearing this they will tell you, as they told me, 
cast my eyes along her pages, to see whether I am their courage forsook them, groans hurst lumnl- 
likely to be annoyed by the traps and spring-guns | taneously from every breast, desperation seized 
of interjections, or if any French or Italian is i the adult and vigorous, agony the aged and infirm, 
sprinkled on the surface ; and if 1 happen to espy j and the first articulate sounds they uttered, were, 
them, I do not leap the paling. In these volumes | ‘ O God I there is none to help us I ’ An En jliah* 
I see much to admire, and nothing that goads or | man of stem countenance came up at the begin- 
worries me into admiration.*' j ning of the narration : he looked at me with 

** Gentlemen/’ said the Cavaliere, I am as I defiance, and seemed to say internally, * be off.’ 
warm an admirer of the Irish ladies in their | As they continued to speak, he closed his Hlpi 
authorship as either of you, and perhaps if one of | more strongly ; the muscles of his jaw trembled 
them, lately here in Florence, had consulted me more and more ; he opened his eyes wider ; I 
on a few matters and persons, I could have ren- heard every breath of air he dreflr into his nostrils; 
dered her some service by setting her right, he clenched his fist, stamped with his heel into 
Travellers are profuse of praise and censure in the turf ; cried, ' What can this cursed slave do 
proportion as they have been civilly or indccor- bereT and throwing down a card of address, 
ously received, not inquiring nor caring whether I without a thought of their incapacity tw read iti 
the account be quite correct, if the personages of | Venite da me, cried he, in an accent ratiker like 
whom they write be of celebrity : for censure no ! fury than invitation. He walked away rapidly : 
less than praise requires a subject of notoriety. I the wind was in his face : I saw something white 
Many English and Irish court a stranger of rank ! blown over hisshoulcfer at intorvals till he reached 
in this city, who did not even put on mourning ; the Porta San Gallo. * 

at the decease of his wife’s brotlicr, Napoleon, i “ There may formerly have b^m a virtuous or a 
though he owed to him the highest of his distinc- 1 brave citizen in the family so extolled, and indeed 
tions, and the greater part of his unwieldy fortune, i in what family has there not been, earlier or laterl 
He suffered to die here, imprisoned for debt, a : but if those who now compose it are called Bussels, 
woman once lovely, generous, and confiding ; who j with equal right may the cast horses of a aandcart 
had ruined herself to make her liouse appear ^ be called Bucephaluses. Strangers are disposed 
worthy of his reception. At the moment when jrto consider us the vilest and most contemptible 
she was breathing her last, in silence, in solitude, j race in Europe ; and they must appear to have 
in want of sustenance, his palace resounded with IVeasoii on their side, if such creatures are taken 
music, with dances, with applauses to archducal ! for the best of us. Not a single one of these 
guests an4 their magnificent entertainer. The j flaming patriots ever subscribed a farthing to aid 
sum expended on that night’s revelry would have the Spaniards or the Greeks, nor in furtherance 
released her from captivity, and would have 1 of any agricultural oi- other useful association in 
rescued her frpm death. Our fair traveller does j their own country. Allowing to the Bussdofihe 
not mention this : but did she not know it ? She Bologna-road all his merits, 1 insist for the honour 
has spoken of our patriots : what were they doing? of my native place that no inhabitant of it, be his 
They were contented to act in the character of condition wh^t may, has fewer : I do not de- 
buffoons before the court. press the one, nor will I suffer the other to he 

" Do you wish a little anecdote of the Florentine depressed. Patriotism has here a different mean- 
Russel, as she called the man ? Go half a mile up ing from what it has in England. A patriot, with 
the road to Bologna, and you will probably see us, is a man who is unfriendly to aqy established 
before their cottage a family of thirteen, in tears, government, and who, while he flatters a native 
Ask them why they weep : they will inform you. prince, courts over an invader. His only griev- 
that our Russel, who administers and manages ances are, to pay taxes for the support, adff to carry 
the estates and aflairs of his father, has given arms for the defence, of his country. -He would 
them noti«!e to quit their vineyard. Ask them loosen the laws as impediments to the liberty of 
for what reason. They will reply, ‘we are thirteen action, with a reserve of those which secure to him 
in number ; God has willed it. Some of us are too the firuits of rapine and confiscation : those are 
old, others too young, for work : our family has provident and conservative, and enthroned |n 
lived upon this little plot for many generations : light by the philanthropy of the age. Hospitality 
many a kind soul, now in Paradise, has drawn water is the virtue of barbarians ...” 
from this well for the thirsty traveller: many a “Blood and h(ntndt/'* cried indignantly my 
one has given the fig off his bread at noon, to the young friend, “ I would ask him, whoever he is, 
woman labouring with child, and resting on that whether that was meant for me. If there is bar* 
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Jiarism in a bottle of clafet, th^Jis as much of it 
in a corked as in an uncorked cme.^ 

'^Sir,” replied mildly Puntomichino, "I could 
point out to you a Russd of the Italian i^hoob and 
it Is no other than thU^ who received unusual civili> 
ties in England ; and of all those gentlemen there 
who treated him with attentioii and kindness^ of 
all with whom he* dined constantly, not a single 
one, or any relative, was ever invited in his house 
even to a glass of stale barleywater or sugarless 
lemonade.” 

" Cavaliere said I, " we more willingly give 
invitations than accept them : I speak of othera, 
not*of myself, for I have never been tempted to 
dine from home these seven years : yet, although 
I am neither rich nor convivial, and hardly social, 

I have given at least a hundred dinners in the 
lime, if not superb, at least not sordid : and those 
who knew me long ago, say, * Landor is become a 
miser : his &ther did otherwise 

"Capparil” declaimed Puntomichino: "this 
whole family, with thirty thousand crowns of 
income, has not done a ninetieth part of it within 
the memory of man.*' 

• "PaithJ then,” interrupted Talcranagh, "it 
must have come into the Russels by a forced 
adoption. The Russefs of England are of opinion, 
right or wrong, that the first thing are good 
principles, and the next, gobd cheer. I wish, sir,” 
said he, looking fnildly and somewhat mournfully 
at me, " I had liot heard you say what you did , 
about not dining from home. I began to think 
well of you ; I know not why ; and I doubt not ! 
stiU, Qod forbid I should^ that you are a worthy 
and conscientious man. As for that other, I 
thank him for teaching me what 1 never should 
have learnt at home, that a fellow may be a good 
patriot with a very contracted heart, and as much 
ingratitude as he can carry to market. Wh>*! 
you might trust a Correggio across his kitchen* 
chimney on Christmas-day ; ay. Signor Punto- 
michino V* 

" Gentlemen,” said our diost, " under the least 
vindictive of Princes we may talk as loudly as we 
please of liberty, which we could not do without 
fear and trembling when we were in the full enjoy- 
ment of it. What are you pondering so gravely, 
Mr. Talcranagh r* 

"Woel** replied he, "woe to the first family 
that ever dines yonder I Let them each take a 
bottle of de Cologne, against the explosion of 
mould from the grand evolution of the tablecloth. 
Kow, concerning your Ministers, there are some 
things ifot entirely to my mind, neither: your 
PHnee, 1 dare to say, knows nothing about 
thorn.” 

Puntomichino looked calmly, and replied, 
"Our Ministers are liberal, my young friend. 
Th^ bare indeed betrayed in succession all the 
sovrans who employed them, yet they let every 
man do his best or his worst : and if you are 
robbed or insulted, you may insult or rob 
agdn. All parties eiyoy the same plenitude of 
power/* 


I " Plenitude I by my soul. Sir Cavaliere,” cried 
Mr. Talcran^h, "and atiifle, I think, to spare. 
One of them a few days ago did what a king of 
Great Britain and Ireland *would not dare to do, 
and which, if the first potentate on earth had 
done in London, he would have been kicked down 
the stairs for his impudence. The exhibition of 
pictures at your Academy was announced as open- 
ing to the public at ten. His Excellency entered 
alone, and remained in the principal apartment 
until two, the doors of which were locked to others. 
If it had been possible for him to have acted so 
among us, he would have been tossed in a blanket 
till the stars blinked upon him; the people 
would have perfumed his frill and rufiies abund- 
antly with home-made essences, would have added 
new decorations to his waistcoatful of orders, and 
would have treated his eagles with more eggs than 
they could swallow.” 

Puntomichino for a time was silent, and then 
said placidly, " Believe me, sirs, our government, 
which would be a detestable one for the English, 
is an excellent one for us. Evexy day in London 
brings with it what to a stranger looks like a 
rebellion, or at best a riot: no, mischief is done 
thereby. Your strength, which causes this irregu- 
larity, sustains you : but weak bodies bear little 
fermentation.” 

I "Wisely thought and well expressed,” said 
I Mr. Talcranagh. " I am convinced that if we had 
not a riot now and then in Ireland, we should be 
mopish and sullen as the English, or insincere 
and ferocious as the French. And 1 have observed, 
Signor Cavaliere, that, strange as it may appear, 
whenever there has been much of a riot there has 
been sunshine. Smile as you will, Mr. Landor, 
I BW'ear to the fact.’* 

j To which I answered, " Your assertion, Mr. 

I Talcranagh, is quite sufficient : but is it impossible 
that the fine weather may have brought together 
8 great concourse of people to ^ he fair or festival, 
and that whiskey or beauty or politics or religion 
may have incited them to the exertion of their 
prowess]" ^ 

" There are causes that we know,” replied he, 
" and there are causes that we know not. Inquiry 
and reflection are sensible things; but there is 
nothing like experience, nothiiig like seeing with 
one’s own eyes. We must live upon the spot to 
I judge perfectly and to collect evidences. Philoso 
I phy ought to lead us, but only lo a certain point ; 
there we leave her, and joy go with her. I . 
seen impudent rogues in Dublin, and have fancied 
that the world could not match them : now' w hat 
think you of a set of fellows, with coats without a 
collar, who take ub by the hand, and say with the 
gravest face upon earth, ^Tho elements shall be 
elements no longer,* and strip them one after an- 
other of their title-deeds, as easily as Lord Red- 
whiskers stripped a royal Duke of his last curtain 
and carpet. It is enough to make one grave to 
think on this abuse of intellect. Do you know% 
Signor Cavaliere, we have lately had people among 
us, and learned ones, who doubted the exist- 
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«nce of the Trojan war, on which chronicle’ are | He was in his Jiariy-nlnfch oroeTwtlethyear 
founded.” • He went a secolidnime to Phris, and never found 

** Sir,” remarked Pimtomichino, ** the douh out that women are made continent hy i>nr 
is not of recent origin. Bberard Rudolph Both ages more often and more effectually thim Hy 
attempted in 1674 to prove from three anciem their own.” 

coins that Troy was not taken* What, if the ''Well, that never struck me,” said ICr* Tel- 
lliad should be in great measure a translation cranagh. J wa%, here startled by some muslcaJ 
Many of the names might lead us to suspect it accents from a sofa behind me. Pun|omichino 
such as Agamemnon and Sarpedon, which are cried, "What are you about, Magnellil” "I 
oriental ones with dignities prefixed ; Aga and must go,” replied he, "to the English Ministeir'a. 
8^, which the Greeks and Bomana^ not possess- He is 'bomposing an opera : he has every note 
ing the shiboleth, could pronounce no otherwise, ready and only wants my assistance just to put 
Thus they wrote Sapor, the same name (with the them in order ; which 1 shall have accomplished 
title preceding it) as Portia, Aga seems indeed in three weeks, by going daily, and^takinj^ l^y 
to have migrated into Greece among the first dinner and supper with him.” 

Pelasgi, and designates in many things what is On this he left the room. " These musioiaas^” 
excellent, as in kyaOos, iLyuTnjros, and several said Puntomichino, "are people of no ceremonyi 
proper names, as Agamedes, Agasicles, Agathar- He entered, as usual, without a 'a ord, threw hjblfil* 
cides ; but Memnon is not hellenic.” self upon the sofa, sate half an hour, and the fiwt 

“ Signor Cavaliere, I cannot keep up with you we heard of him was the hum of a dozen notes, 
on your Turkish horse,” cried aloud Talcranagh, His observation on parting w very similar to 
'* which is better for any business than the road, one from a gentleman at my next-door, a worthy 
Upon plain ground nearer us, the acutest men creature, and fond of chess. ' Why so much 
may bo much mistaken even after long experience, embarrassment, Signor Gozzi?* 'It is not em* 
1 assure you, I have found grossly inaccurate the barrassmenV answered he calmly, 'bvt reflex 
first piece of information given me by a very can- tion : I can move my man in a mome^r I am 
tious old traveller. He mentions the honesty only thinking where I 'may put him.~ 'Ah I 
of the Savoyards and the thievery of the Italians Signor Gozzi !' said a friend of mine who was 
now here have 1 been a fortnight, safe and sound, ^present, " if Ministers of State would think 
and have not lost a hair. 1 had not been twenty- about the same thing as long, they would 
four hours in Savoy when they had the meanness dispose of places more wisely than they do in 
to steal my hatband. In future I shall be per- general.'” 

rtuaded how illusory are sketches of national "As for systems,” said Mr. Talcranagh, come, 
character.” Signor Cavaliere, yo^, have weighed them well. 

•'That a traveller,” said the Cavaliere, "may I have not patience to talk about them. Oon- 
receive a wrong opinion of events and things, ilusions ar^^ drawn even from skin and bones ; 
after even a deep study of them, and with as much pyes, noses, teeth ; they will soon come (savisig 
knowledge of the world as happens to most men, your presence).” 

I myself have a proof in my late uncle Fontebuoni. " I know not what they will come to,’’ was the 
4 >n that marriage, the best fruit of which was Peter timely reply of the Cavaliere ; " but I can mention 
Leopold, he was sent into Prance, to announce as wonderful a fact as the sunshine elicited by 
the event to the Court of Versailles: and after .hilelahs. My father was a physiognomist, and 
the revolution,when the Directory was established, ^hen Lavater first published his work, 'Now,* 
he resolved to revisit the country of pleasure and jried he, rubbing the palms of his hands together^ 
politeness. He resided there one month only,* men begin to write again os they should do.* 
long enough, he protested to me, for any man He insisted that a man’s countenance, in all iti 
in his senses. ' I have heard the same thing, ihanges, indi(;at|^ his virtues <fr vices, his capsr 
uncle,’ said I, ' and that not only politeness is ities or defects. The teeth, among other partly 
swept away, but that the women are become, were infallible indexes they were in the human 
most indecent and wanton.’ ‘ Nephew X^unto- isage what consonants are in the alphabet^ the 
michino,’ he replied, ' in regard politeness great guides, the plain simple narrators. Amid 
what you have heard is indeed too true; but, his apophthegms was, 'Never trusl a man with 
with all iny bat, rod and abhorrence of the present twisted tooth.’ In fact, of all I had ever seen 
eystexn, I am obliged in conscience to declare .nd of all I have ever seen since undelP^that da^ 
that tlie women are more correct in their morals scription, not one has proved w'orthy of trust, 
than they wore formerly. A heart is to be inquired of my father with submission, wh^HbH' 
touched only by a tliamoiul pin ; a head is to be age or accident might not alter the indidktloiui. 
turned only by a peruke a la Lticrtce worth ten By no means,’ exclaimed he emphatically j 'if 
louis. A compliment did formerly : if one knelt ,he indications are changed, the character is 
it was uncivil not to return the condescension changed. Ood, before he removed the nuurk, 
by something as like it as possible.’ This he removed the taint.’ He observed that where 
said at dinner, with his tooth-pick in liis bngers, teeth turn inward, there is wariness, selfiShneM^ 
wandering and flitting here and there for its avari^-e, inhumanity; where they turn ou^waid* 
quarry,* over the wold ol his hard smooth gums, there is lasciviousne.ss, prodigality, gaming, glut 
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tony. I then doubted •these* indications, and 
imi^ned that a part of the Idftter was taken up 
agunst a priest, not indeed in high reputation for 
sobriety or continence, who h^ offended my 
fitther in a tender quar-ter. My father had erected 
a Otile for the convenience of his peasants ; but the 
in^ption was so prolix* ho was^ forced to 
engrave the condusion of it upon the church- 
porch. The Latin, as the priest acknowledged, 
was *cla8sical ; yet he requested it might be 
removed to our dovecote, which was fiirfher ofl^ 
and not by the side of any road. The exo- 
teric teeth of the reverend gentleman by some 
unktiown luicident received a blow, which ad- 
justed them between the extremes; and my 
lather was asked in joke, whether he had a 
better opinion of his spiritual guide since his 
improvement ih dentition. 'Indeed I have,’ he 
answered gravely; 'for so sudden and so great 
\ change, whether brought about l)y the organic 
mutations of the frame, or by an irresistible stress, 
with which certain sentiments or sensations may i 
bear upon it, must be accompanied by new powers, | 
greater or smaller, and by new qualities and pro - 1 
4 >enslties. Some internal struggle may in length j 
of timf^ave produced an effect not only on the 
fibres, but through th%m on the harder part of 
the extremities.’ The favourable opinion of my 
father was carried to the finest; who lamented 
(he said) no dispensation of Providence by which 
he conciliated better sentiments of so enlight- 
ened and charitable a man. He was soon a daily 
visiter at the house ; entered into the studies of 
his Excellency, meditated on his observations, 
praised them highly, and by degrees had the 
courage to submit to so experienced a master a 
few remarks of his own. He pursued then^ 
farther : and I should blush to relate, if all 
Florence did not know it, that my stepmother, a 
young lady of twenty-four, aided him too deeply 
in his investigations, and confirmed my father, 
although not exactly by working the problem as j 
he would have recommeiyled, that an internal ! 
struggle may produce an effect not only on the 
fibres, but through them on the harder part of 
the extremities. Then too became it public, that 
another husband had been the hply^an’s dentist, 
in consequence of too close an application to simi- 
lar studies in his house.” 

At the end of which calm narration, up started ^ 
Hr. Taleran^h, and several times pushing hisj 


V Lestan InBcription on a stile should surpass the reader’s { 
faith, bcri^ One On a prince changing hortet at a Villa, to 
the intent, as it says expressly, that all men and nationt 
and ^et diould know it : ** Honor! Ferdinand! HI. Aust ; 

ad veterem Btrurlas dominationem redux in hoc 
CSpiKniiann gentis pratorio xv. Kal. Octob. nocccxrv. 
tantisper substitit, dum rheds itinerariie regalis substi- 
tliarftur, qua urbem prinoipem inter ouinmunes plausns 
at gaudii laorlmas introiret ; herisque ob faustitatem 
avMltOs dignltatemque sibi loooque ab hospite magnn im> 
|NN>fiash IwtitiS elatis pristinam benevolentlam comitate 
alliM|uil gratiqueaniml signiiloatlone declaravlt ; Marchto 
Fttma Robertus Capponius ad memoriamfaoti postpenitii 
<annllm!i tradendam.’* 


I fingers rapidly through the hair over his fore- 
head, exclaimed; "Why! how! what! do you 
talk in this tone and manner 1 Did not you nor 
your father flay the devil alive? Did not you 
spigot him nor singe him ?” 

" I was at school ; my father,” said the Cavaliero, 
"took his wife to Siena; proof enough that he 
resented the injury. In our country, as you kuow% 
every lady of quality has her cavaliere sendente. 
It serves to distinguish the superior order from 
the lower, and belongs to none, legitimately, 
excepting those who by wealth or services have 
obtained the liberty to stick their knee-buckles 
on their coats with a tag of scarlet. My father, 
as you may suppose, was indignant that a priest 
out of the gates, neither a canonico nor a 7nae6tro 
di caea, should beget his children, and aspire, as 
he would have done by degrees (for impudence 
is never retrogessive) to conduct his lady to her 
carriage. I have many books in which is the 
text written with his own hand, ‘ Never trust a 
man with a twisted tooth ; ’ but I have searched 
in vain for any such sentence as, ‘ Trust a man 
with an untwiste<l one.’ His enthusiasm seems 
to have cooled from the time that he found a 
scholar so capable of his place. Another of my 
father’s maxims was, ' Open a man’s mouth and 
look whether his under-jaw be uneven, with a 
curvature like a swine’s, which curvature is 
necessarily followed by the teeth, and, discover- 
ing these, you will infallibly find him swinish 
in one way or other: you will find him, take 
my word for it, slothful, or gluttonous, or selfish. 
I have observed few such who were not slothful, 
and never one who was not botli selfish and glut- 
tonous.’ ' In the latter case, father,' said I, ' it 
will not he necessary to open bis mouth for 
him. I may philosophise across the table, find- 
ing there edl the instruments adapted to the 
process of investigation.’ 

" ' It would not demonstrate to you,’ added my 
fether, 'how incorrigible is the nature of such men. 
Goffrido Piccoluomini is of the conforiuation 
I have described ; and his parents, who themselves 
love good living, and who are liberal to excess, 
attempted to divert at a riper age the tendency 
they were unable to conquer in his childhood. 
Many means were resorted tO; and failed. He had 
a cousin at Perugia, an !)Ou*e8s, rich, playful, beau- 
tiful, and accomplished. Several families were at 
variance, because the elder son of one bad been 
preferred to the elder of another, this in the morn- 
ing, that in the evening ; and there were only two 
things in which they agreed : first, that she was 
an angel of Paradise ; secondly, that she was very 
wrong in not fixing her choice. To quiet these 
animosities, her father, whose health was declining, 
resolved to join his brother Guido, the father of 
Goffrido, at the baths of Lucca. Goffrido was 
beckoning to a boy who carried a basket of trout 
upon his head, when the carriage drove up to the 
door. He stood before it, his eye this moment on 
the trout, that moment on his cousin. The boy 
had retreated a step or two, when he caught him 
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with his right hand hy the coat, and opened with 
the left the coach-door. He had uot^seen Leopol- 
dlna since she was a chubby ruddy child. There 
are blosBoms in field and garden, which first are 
pink, and which whiten as they expand : Leopol- 
4iinn. was like one of these. Her face alone had 
retained its plumpness : she was rather pale and 
slender. At sight of GofiHdo, who still held the 
boy’s skirt, she not merely smiled but laughed ; 
she would however have put her hand before her 
face, for she had been educated by a French lady 
of high rank, when she recollected that she n\U8t 
give it to her cousin, who now held out his. N evek 
had he felt the force of admiration to such a 
degree ; his mouth was open : his teeth, white as 
ivory, but unlucky in their curvature, looked like 
a broken portcullis which would not come down. 
He actually loosed the fisher-boy’s coat, and almost 
had forgotten, in the midst of his compliment, to 
desire he would go into the house ; which he did, 
the first of the party. 

' I am incapable of giving such descriptions as 
would suit a novel or romance, and must therefore 
do injustice to the young people. Qoffrido is 
really a fine young man, blooming in health, and 
addicted to no pleasures but those of the table, 
which he thinks the most solid of all, and takes 
especial care shall not be the least durable. These 
however by degrees he divided awhile with more 
visionary and exalted. He failed in no kind of 
attention to his fair cousin, and, when her appetite 
seemed to flag a little, looked out for whatever 
was choicest at table, presented it to her with grace 
and disinterestedness, and pressed it on her atten- 
tion with reconiinendationa the most anxious, and 
with solicitude the most pathetic. Spring had 
passed away, long as it lingers in this delightful 
region, when some moral reflections, I know not 
from which first, induced the fathers to devise a 
union: and never were two children more obe- 
<lient. If my faJlheT wishes U, his will is mine, said 
Goflfrido. Dear sir, yon have instructed me in 
my dvJby: dispose of your Leopoldina, was the 
answer of his cousin. They agreed to remain 
together at the baths until the vintage, at which 
time they must be at Perugia, and the cere- 
mony should be performed. It rarely happened 
now that either had a bad appetite j and if either 
had, the other did not observe it: for security 
had taken place of solicitude, and tenderness had 
made room for good-humour. The more delicate 
fruits are seldom conveyed in perfection up these 
mountains: they are generally bruised and broken. 
Goflfiridp, observing this, and corroborated in his 
observation by Leopoldina, rode manfully to Mar- 
lia, bought a basketful of the most lovely peaches, 
rolled up each separately in several fig-leaves, and 
returned for dinner. Surely some evil Genius 
watches the Anti -Vestal fire of our lowest conen- 
pisoence, and renders it inextinguishable. Gof- 
frido presented the peaches to Leopoldina, and 
she took, whether by choice or accident, the finest. 
Her lover, seeing it in her plate, fixed his heart 
upon it^ and Baying, You have taken a bruised 


i 07ie, transferrect it to his, and gave her two, 
others. His nfotaer said, laughing, Gq/Mo, I 
see no bruise ; let tm look. He blushed deeply ; 
he lost his presence of mind ; he could not suf^K^ 
the glance of surprise which his change of counte* 
nance alone had excited in his cousin, nor the 
idea of yielding • to so light a temptation: he 
left the room. The old peoplfi sat silent : Leo- 
poldina was afflicted, for she loved him. She too 
retired soon after; and, being alone, began to 
revolve ^n her memory her whole acquaintance 
with him ; and tiris revolving of hers cast up 
many similar things against him. Finally, her 
thoughts wandered as far as Perugia, «and (flreli 
for a moment, in the chain of ideas, on a little 
boy who, a few years before, had fought a battle 
with a stouter for having taken a pear from her 
and bitten it before she could citch him. She 
remembered that, when she would have taken 
it back and eaten it, her champion cried, Ho, 
Signora Leopoldina, the thief Has bitten it; I 
will bring you another instead! Poor Anto- 
nino ! sighed she, what made me think qf thbe 
again ? 

" ‘ He had not been one of her lovers : htw could» 
he have been ; she was scarcely eleven yqirs old, 
be only fourteen ; beside, ke was the son of tlit 
parish-priest, and what is more scandalous^ the 
acknowledged son. Tlie father had been reproved 
by his bishop, and threatened *with suspension 
unless he denied it publicly. My^Lord ! answered 
the priest, my passions on this one occasion over- 
came my reason ! The mother of the ch lid, crueOy 
treated by herfamUy fpr my transgression, sank 
under the double weight of shame and sorrow. 
Take my p(wr infant, cried she : teach him, 0 
ynhuppy man, to love Ood . . as weU as 1 thought 
I did! and she. expired in my arms, I have 
educated th^ child to virtue; the best reparor 
lion of my fault, : falsehood, my lord, would be 
none. 

** * Leopoldina, on her return to Perugia, walked 
often on the field of bo>ttle . . a more important 
one not only to her but to us, if I may judge by 
the interest I seem to have excited, than that 
other in the vicinity where Hannibal vanquished 
the Romans, ^nlonino, she thought, avoided her : 
she had sometimes seen him, and fancied he had 
seen her.* At last she was certain he had ; for while 
she was talking with an old woman, she perceived 
the old woman’s eyes to wander fronq her toward 
the parsonage, and heard a window-blind close. 
She turned round. Another time will do, said 
the old woman. I must say he had^atienoe 
enough : he has little to give w, but he brings it 
me himself when I cam not walk, or whm it 
rains; and he comforts me as mu^ hy smikhig 
and laughing as another could do by prog* 
ing. 

should like to look a little at Leopoldiua^a 
teeth,’ added my father, 'for she is a most ain guls f 
girl. Would you believe it I she is grown at last 
as decisive as any in the city : she has declined the 
visits of all her lovers, and has declared to her 
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tliftt if slie erer^maitipi^nt sliaU be An- a forest walk, in wbicb, while yon are delighted 
te&iAO.* ‘ with the heid^hy fresh air and the green unbroken 

This Conversation is reported in a manner dif* turf, you must stop at every twentieth step to 
fer^ng from the rest, l^e meaner of us have extricate yourself from a briar. You acknowledge 
q^ken but seldom. A conversation with a young that you have been amused, but tliat you rest 
Iriidiman of good natural abilities, and among no willingly, and that you would rather take a walk 
nee of men are those abUities m<^r6 general, is like in another dilution on the morrow. 


ANDREW HOFER, COUNT METTERNICH, AND THE EMPEROR FRANCIS. 


b 

Metternich, Who are you, mani I hear you 
have brought some intelligence from Tyrol. Be 
briefi; I have little time for audiences, and am 
surprised that you should have required one, 
although you mountaineers are somewhat used to 
liberties. What, in few words, have you brought 
l^m your countiy 1 

HofBT, This. 

MeUernich* No enigmas : at the court of Vienna 
we understand nof other than plain language. 

Hofer, Your Excellency commanded me to be 
brief : I was. This is the heron’s feather which 
moved merrily over the Alps, when not an eagle's 
was Stirling. If the slaughter of thirty thousand 
enemies xs worth a recompense, I come at the 
instigatibn of those wh i followed me, to ask one. 

Metternich, I expected it : never was an audi- 
ence asked of me, or of any -other minister, which 
did not begin or end so. But, friend, many years 
of war have exhausted the treasury : England is 
penurious : and wo have innumerable young men, 
of high rank and great promise, disappointed in 
their hopes of preferment : beside, who ordered 
you to take up arms ? 

Hofer, My oath of allegiance, the voice of my 
coimtry, my hatred of the French, and my contempt 
of the Italians, by whom principidly our towns and* 
villages were garrisoned. , 

MeUermck. You would lain be another WUliam 
Tell. 

Hofer. As willingly as Willmm Tell, now among 
the saints in heaven, would, if he were living, be 
another Andrew Hofer. We are creatures too 
humble for jealousy ; we have neither rank nor 
beauty, neither silk hosiery nor powdered cawl ; 
we write no poems, challenge no club for attention, 
and solicit no clerk for preferment. * 

MeUernick. I have found your name in the 
French gazettes, and you have just now men- 
tioned it, I think, hut really I quite forget what it 
may be. * 

Hofer. Andrew Hofer. 

MeUermck, Such is the tenderness of the Em- 
peror my master for those who have served him ; 
frithfully, that, although you are no longer his | 
subject, yet, as you are a person of known bravery j 
and of some repute in jrour county, if you will , 
only change your name and enter into the service 
as an Austrian, I myself will venture to mention 
you as worthy of the earliest promotion, and, 
within three or four years at fhrthest, I entertain 
the best-founded hopes that you may be made a I 
corporal. * J 


Hofer. Excellent sir, I do not ask so much. 

Metternich. A little money, if I could dispose of 
it, should not be wanting. . . but . . . 

Hofer. Pardon me, sir, an intermption to the 
current of your kindness. I have grain and wine 
under a certain rock I could mention, with two 
hundred crowns, and my freehold may be valued 
at twelve hundred more, and I have children who 
are brave and healthy, who love their father and 
fear God. 

Metternich. Yon want something, and it is 
neither money nor promotion. I believe I am 
as acute as most people, yet here I confess my 
dullness. 

Hofer. If I have devoted my little property, 
which is always dearer to the possessor than a great 
one; as eveiy shrub and hillock is frmiliar to him, 
and the scene of some joviality, some tenderness, 
or some kindness ; if I have hazarded and exposed 
my life in all places and seasons, for him whom 
we both are serving, grant me only a cell or a 
dungeon in this city. I have a countiy to defend, 
I have a frmily to educate, I have duties to teach 
and to perform ; and your Excellency knows that 
the French police has traced me into the Austrian 
states and has demanded that I should be delivered 
up. Never shall this happen. I could not pre- 
serve the dominions of my master, but I will pre- 
serve his honour. Little did I ever dream of 
prisons : to us Tyrolese they are horrible as hell, 
and like hell the abodes of crime only ; but he 
whom I have sworn to obey must do nothing un- 
worthy of his name and station. Rrit her would I 
waste away my strength in this dreary asylum ; 
rather would 1 live among the unholy and unjust ; 
rather would I, if such be God’s ordinance, lose 
the blossoming of my brave lads at home, which 
is worth a thousand times more, not only than all 
the future, but than all the past of life. There are 
those about them who will tell them of me, and 
there are places to take them into, on the cliffs 
and in the valleys, in many a copse and craggy 
lane, where my name, summer or winter, will 
sound in their ears right well. 

Metternich, Mr. Hofer, I cannot enter into these 
discussions. It appears by your own acknowledg- 
ment that there will lie little loss on either side. 
Your children will be taken care of, you say, 
whatever may happen, and a trifle at most can 
be the damage to your afl&irs. What then do 
you missl 

Hofer. The sight of my native hills, my hox^e* 
stead, my garden-plot of sweet herbs, the y^otiig 
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4 pplc-tTees in my croft, the friends of my youth, rupted by sectf'^t^ies, clerki, ralotSi iM 
the companions of my dangers, and ithe associates such people as | oa 
of many a freak and frolic requiring no less en- Frcmcia. What does he wanti 

terprise. 1 lose above all . . . but alas 1 what are MeUemich. A place in prison, 

the children of the great to them ( You stare at Francis. Give him it. 

me, sir Count, when I spoke to you of mine. One Hofer. I thank you, friend. If you tat idle, ii 
would imagine that/am% meant coaches, horses, you seem to be, ^pray show me the way ; come 
grooms, liveries, and gravy-spoons : one would along : we arc losing time. • ' ^ 

imagine there is some indpcency in the word child. Frmicis. Make out the order ; send him off. 

Believe me, sir, they are different things with us Hofer. The gentleman is gone then ! He gave 

from what they are with you. If you happen to ^ his advice very fluently, almost as if he directed, 
cherish them, it is that they may carry a lily, a lion. When I would have embraced him for his readiness 
a bear, a serpent, or a bird, when you have dfone to serve me, his breath drove me back; 0 for a 
with it. I love in them, yes, beyond my own soul, fresh pipe of tobacco ! a bundle of s'^et hi^ I a 
God forgive me ! the very worst things about them ; sprig of thyme ! a bean-flower ! Other creaturos 
their unparriable questions, triumphant screams, have each his own peculiar ill savour, and that 
and boisterous embraces. It is true, I never talked suflices for the whole of him ; but men, knd ill 
of them before so ; but they are now beyond hail particular those of cities, have beds and parterres 
or whistle far enough. and plots and knots of stinks, varying iu quality 

Mettemich, I shall be happy to expedite the from the dells and dingles to the mountain^top. 
business of your petition, from which it appears There are people who stink heart and soul : their 
to me, my friend, you have somewhat deviated, bodies are th© best of them. Away with these 
forgetting the exact place and circumstances where fellows! I would not be a materialist if I could 
you are. help it ; I was educated in no such bestiality; but 

Hofer. Excuse me, sir, once more : I acknow- is it possible that God should ever have Jntendej}, 
ledge my error ; I have been discoursing as if all spirits like these to be immortal 1 
the cloth in the world wore of one colour and one Mettemich. Friend, it iA not permitted in any 
fineness, and as if a man who goes upon two legs public office to exceed the business to be transacted 
were equal to one who goes upon eight or sixteen, there. I will ventura to pronounce that yours is 
with a varnished plank betwixt, and another man’s the first reflection ever made in one ; and it affords 
rear at his nostrils. no proof of your delicacy or discretion. If you 

MeUernidi. The brute! Others may have the wish protection, never hazard a remark of any 
same pretensions as you, and it is difficult to pro- kind, unless you intend it for publication : in that 
tect all we would favour. case the censor will judge of its propriety, and it 

Jfof&r. I stand alone in this proscription. Pre- 1 may do you no harm. Write freely ; write evety- 
tensions I have none : my countiy has used me : thing you please ; high souls are privileged at 
as she would a trumpet : I was in her hands what I Vienna. 

she wished me to be, and what she made me. Soldier, take this note to the governor as di* 
Whether her brave hearts followed me or followed tected : you may accompany him, Mr. Hofer. 
this feather, what matters it? I am not better Hofer. To the governor! Do favour me, sir, 
than those of them who aro with God : had I been, with a prison, 
he would have called me among the first. Those Mettcrnich. I do. 

who are yet living wish to reserve me for another Hofer. But withou^^ sending me to his Exeel- 
day, if another, such as brave men pant for, is lency the governor of the city, 
decreed us. * | My note is addressed to the governor 

Francis ( entering ). Sit still : who is that man, j of the prison. 

Count, stroking his cock’s feather with his fore- 1 Hofer. Wh^t! are jailers called governors? 
finger ? i Mettemich. Cfed’s blood I the fellow asks quea>- 

Mettemich. It is the Andrew , . . Hofer. . . I j tions : he examines ranks and dignities. Fare you 
think it is written. 1 well, Mr. Hofer : God preserve you, in reirard of 

Francis. 1 wish wc were fairly rid of him. I your zeal and fidelity. 

Hofer. Sir, your countenance did not inspire Francis (returning). Is he gone ? * 
me in the beginning with much confidence. When Mettemich. This instant, sire, 
you entered, I observed that you dared not meet Francis. The French minister is vesy uxgent 
an honest man’s eye. in the business : what is to be done ? 

Mettemich. Audacious ! do you know ... Mettemich. I am afraid he must be surrendered. 

Francis. We may draw something from him ; I Francis. The empress says that all Europe would 
let him go on. Are we safe, Mettemich ? He is a ! cry out against it, as an action the most ungene- 
strong rogue : I don’t like his looks. ! rous and ungrateful : sucli are her words. 

H^er. It becomes not me to be angiy with any- i Mettemich. With your Migesty’s permission, I 
nne ; but until I aj^ed a favour from you, it would ! not only would oppose to them the opinion of ike 
have been well in you to leave bis Excellency to | archdukes and of the whole aulic coundt, but 
own kind intentions. The little good that drips ! could also prove the contrary by plain anu tm- 
the higher sources, is intercepted or cor- 1 fragable arguments. Ungenerous it cannei W 
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jpmte he desired no ^*e[!ptt4» |uad none wu in times Are btl enough ; still the subYersion of righf 
• question. Ungrateful it can ndt le ; for kings and principles ig not uniYsrsal and complete, 
emperors are exempt by the nature of things MeUmdck What orders would your Majesty 

(hat odious vice. It is the duty of subjects to do give, relating to this Andrew Hofer ] 
thdr utmost for the advantage of the prince : Francis, He appears an irreverent, rash, hot- 
nothing is owing to them for an act of duty : duty headed man : he could however be kept in order, 
is the payer, not the receiver^ Whatever is ac- as 1 said yesterday, by entering into one of my 
eorded by a so^jran to his vassal is granted by Austrian regiments, by going into Transylvania, 
gpeeial indulgence ; a signification of being pleased, or by lying a few years in the debtors* prison : and 
a testimonial of being served, a patent to the per- perhaps the French government, after a time, 
•on thus gratified that he is at full liberty to serve would be satisfied witli the arrangement. To dc- 
and please again. There can be gratitude only liver him up is, after all, the more conformable to 
whe^ there are obligations and duties ; and to the desires of Bonaparte ; and he can do me more 
suppose any in reciprocity between prince and injury than Hofer can do me good, 
people, is^rank jacobinism. Mettemick, Your Majesty has contemplated the 

Juanas. Insurgents talk always of their coun- matter in its true political point of view, and is 
tiy; a term which I would willingly never hear at persuaded that those few diamonds, of which I 
all, and whichcno good subject ever utters in the informed your Majesty as usual, have no influence 
first place. Emperor and ccnmiry, king and coun- on my sentiments. I would not even offer my 
try, we may bear ; but hardly ; although I have opinion ; but hearing your Majesty’s, it is my duty 
assured tl^t such phrases are uttered by to see that your imperial will and pleasure be duly 
many well-meaning men. But wl^o ever heard of executed. 
country <md emperor, country and king ? The I 


DAVID HUME AND' JOHN HOME. 

• t 

Hume We Scotchmen, sir, are somewhat proud however let the discussion terminate. Both of us 
of our fiunilics and relatioz^hips : this is however have been in a cherry orchard, and have observed 
a nationality which perhaps I should not have de- the advantages of the jacket, hat, and rattll. 
tected in myself if I had not been favoured with Home. Our reformed religion does not authorise 
the flattering present of your tragedy. Our names, ! any lino of conduct diverging from right reason : 
as often happens, are spelt differently ; but 1 1 we are commanded by it to speak the truth to all 
yielded with no reluctance to the persuasion, that men. 

we are, and not very distaJhtly, of the same stock. Ihvme. Are you likewise commanded to hear it 
Home, I hope, sir, our mountains will detain firom all men 'i 
you among them some time, and I presume to pro- Home. Yes, let it only be proved to be truth, 

mise you that you will find in Edinburgh a societj^ Hume. I doubt the observance; you will not 

as polished and literate as in Paris. ^ ; even let the fact be proved : you resist the attempt : 

Hvme, As literate 1 can easily believe, my you blockade the preliminaries. Eeligion, as you 
cousin, and perhaps as polished, if you reason upon practise it in Scotland, in some cases is opposite 
the ingredients of polish : but there is certainly to reason and subversive of happiueas. 

much more amenity and urbanity at Paris than Home, In what instance ? 

anywhere else in the worlfi, and people there are ' Hume. If you had a brother whose wife w^as un- 

less likely to give and take offence. All topics &.ithful to him without his suspicion ; if he lived 
may be discussed without arrogance and supercili- with her happily ; if he had cliildren by her ; if 
Ottsness : an atheist would see you worship a stool others of which he was fond could be proved by 
or light a candle at noon withoift ^ sneer at you ; you, and you only, not to be his ; what w ould you do 1 
and a bishop, if you were well-dressed and per- Hmm, 0 the harlot ! wc have none such here, 
fumedj would argue with you calmly and serenely, excepting the wife indeed (as we hear she is) of a 
though you doubted the whole Athanasian creed, little lame blear-eyed lieutenant, brought with him 
Hcfme, So much the worse : God forbid we should from Sicily, and bearing an Etna of her own about 
ever experience this lukewarmness in Scotland. her, and truly no quiescent or intermittent one, 
Hvme^ God, it appears, has forbidden it : for which Mungo Murray (the apprentice of Hector 
which reason, to show my obedience and submis- Abercrombie) tells me has engulfed half {he dis- 
iflon, I live'" as much as possible in France, where j solutes in the parish. Of the married men who 
1^ present God has forbidden no such thing. I visited her, there was never one whose boot did 
Home. Eeligion, my dear sir, can alone make ■ not pinch him soon after, or the weather wafi no 
men happy and keep them so. j weather for corns and rheumatisms, or he must 

Nothing is better calculated to make men e’en go to Glasgow to look after a bad debt, the 
happy than religion, if you will allow them to i times being too ticklish to bear losses. I run into 
manage it according to their minds ; in which case | this discourse, not fearing that another philosopher 
(lie etrong men hunt down others, until they can j will, like Empedocles, precipitate himself into 
Ibid them, entrap them, or noose them. ^Here ! the crater, but merely to warn you against the 
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husband, whose intrepidity on entering the houses I 
of strangers caught many acute and wary folks. 
After the first compliments, he will lament to you 
that elegant and solid literature is more neglected 
in our days than it ever was. He will entreat you 
to recommend him to your bookseller, his own 
having been too much enriched by him had grown 
insolent. It is desirable that it should be one who 
could advance three or fouy guineas : not that he 
cares about the money, but that it is always best 
to have a check upon these people. You smile : 
he has probably joined you in the street already, 
and found his way into your study, and requested 
of you by the bye a trifling loan, as being the only 
person in the world with whom he could take 
such a liberty. ! 

Hume. You to forget that I am but just 
arrived, and never knew hxm. 

Home. That is no impediment: on the con- 
trary, it is a reason the more. A new face is as 
inviting to him as to the mosquitoes in America. 
If you lend him a guinea to be rid of him, he will 
declare the next day that he borrowed it at your 
own request, and that he returned it the same 
evening. 

Hume. Such men perhaps may have their rea- 
sons for being here ; but the woman must be, as 
people say, like a fish out of water. Again to the 
question. Come now, if you had a brother, I was 
supposmg, whose wife . . , 

Home. Out upon her I should my brother co- 
habit with her 1 should my nephews be defrauded 
of their patrimony by bastards ^ 

Hume. You would then destroy his happiness, 
and his children’s ; for, supposing that you pre- 
served to them a scanty portion more of fortune 
(which you could not do), still the shame they 
would feel from their mother’s infamy would much 
outweigh it. 

Home, 1 do not see clearly that this is a quea- 
tion of religion. 

Hume, All the momentous actions of religious 
Utcn are referable to their religion, more or less 
nearly ; all the social duties, and surely these are 
implicated here, are connected with it. Suppose 
again that you knew a brother and sister, who, 
born in different countries, met at last, ignorant of 
their affinity, and married. 

Home. Poor blind sinful creatures f God be 
merciful to them ! 

Hurtle. I join you heartily in the prayer, and 
would only add to it, man be merciful to them 
also ! Imagine them to have lived together ten 
years, tq have a numerous and happy family, to 
come and reside in your parish, and the attesta- 
tion of their prior relationship to be made indu- 
bitable to you, by some document which alone 
could establish and record it : what would 
you doi 

H<me, I would snap asunder the chain that the 
deril had ensnared them in, even if he stood be- 
fore me ; I would implore God to pardon them, 
and to survey with an eye of mercy their unoffend- 
ing bairns. 


Hwme, And n<A yon be dtopoMd to 1i^. 
hold them with an eye of the same materiftM^ t 
Home. Could I leave them in mortal sial n 
prey to the ensnarer of souls t No ; I woidd meh 
between them as with a flaming sword ; 1 would 
rescue them by God's help from perditiom 
Hume. W.hat misery and consternation would 
this rescue bring with it! * • 

Home. They would call upon the hills to cover 
them, to crush and extinguish their shame. 

Hume. Those who had lived together in lOvo 
and innocence and felicity 1 A word spoken to 
them by their pastor brings them into irreihe- 
diable guilt and anguish. And you would do dhlsl 
Home. The laws of God are above all othor 
laws : his ways are inscrutable : thick darknOM 
covers his throne. 

Hume. My cousin, you who h'&ve written so 
elegant and pathetic a tragedy, cannot but have 
read the best-contrived one in existence, the 
(Edipus of Sophocles. * 

Home. It ha.) wrung my heart ; it has deluged 
my eyes with weeping. 

Hume. Which would you rather do ; cause and 
excite those sufferings, or assuage and queU them t 
Home. Am I a Scotchman or an islf^der of 
the Red Sea, that a question like this should be 
asked me 1 

Hume. You would ’not then have .given to 
(Edipus that information which drove him and 
Jocasfa to despair ? <* 

Home. As a Christian and a minister of the 
gospel, I am commanded to defy the devil, and 
to burst asunder the bonds of sin. 

Hume. I am certain yon would be greatly 
pained in doing it. 

, Heme. I should never overcome the grief and 
anxiety so severe a duty would cause me. 
oHume. You have now proved, better than I 
could have done in twenty EesaySf that, if morality 
is not religion, neither is religion morality. Either 
of them, to be good (and the one must be and the 
other should be so), will ^produce good effects from 
I the beginning to the ena, and be followed by no 
remorse or repentance. 

I It would be presumptuous in me to quote the 
Bible to you, who are so much more conversant 
in it: yet I can not refrain from repeating, for 
my own satisfiu^tion, the beautifiil sentence on 
Holiness ; that all her ways are pleasantness, 
and all her paths are peace.” It says, not one or 
two paths, but all: for vice hath one or two pass- 
ably pleasant in the season, if we could forget that, 
when we would return, the road is difficult to find, 
and must be picked out in the dark. Imagine 
anything in the semblance of a duty attended by 
regret and sorrow, and be assured that Holiness 
h^ no concern in it. Admonition, it is true, is 
sometimes of such a nature, from that of the 
irregularity it would correct, as to occai^n a 
sigh or a blush to him who gives it ; in this oase^ 
the sensation so manifested adds weight to 
reproqf and indemnifies the reprover. He is\ 
happy to have done, what from generosity and 
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U)!adet*iie$s of heart ho tv*aa and alow to do; 

* and the peraon in whose behalf he acted must 
be degiaded beneath the dignity of manhood, 
if he feela less for himself than another has felt 
far him. The regret is not at the performance 
of his duty, but at the failure of its effect. 

To produce as much happiness o^we can, and 
to prevent as much misery, is the proper aim 
and end of true morality and true religion. 
Only give things their right direction ; do but 
place and train them well, and there *iB room 
to move easily and pleasantly in the midst of 
them. 

Movfie, ^hat! in the midst of vice and wicked- 
ness 1 and must we place and train those 1 

Hume* There was a time when what is wine 
was not wine, when what is vinegar was not 
vinegar, when what is corruption was not cor- 
ruption. That w^hich would turn into vice, may 
not only not turn into it, but may, by discreet and 
attentive management, become the groundwork 
of virtue. A little watchfulness over ourselves 
will save us a great deal of watchfulness over 
others, and will permit the kindliest of religions 
^0 drop •her inconvenient and unseemly talk, of 
enmity^nd strife, cuirasses and breastplates, bat- 
tles ana exterminations. 

Home, These carnal terms are frequent in the 
books of the Old Testameift. 

Mtvme, Because the books of the Old Testament I 
were written, when the world was much more | 
barbarous and ferocious than it is at present ; and 
legislators must accommodate their language to 
the customs and manners pf the country, 

Hmve.. Apparently you would rather abolish 
the forcible expressions of our pious reformers, 
than the abominations at w'hich their souls r% 
volted. I am afraid you would hesitate as little 
to demolish kirks as convents, to drive out minis- 
ters as monks. 

Hume, I would let ministers and their kirks 
alone. I would abolish monasteries ; but gradu- 
ally and humanely; and no4 until Thad discovered 
how and where the studious and pious could spend 
their time better. I hold religion in the light of 
a medal which . has contracted rust from ages. 
This rust seems to have been preserver for 
many centuries, but after some few more will 
certainly be its consumer, and leave no vestige 
of effigy or superscription behind : it should be 
detached carefully and patiently, not ignorantly 
and rudely scoured off. Happiness may be taken 
away from many with the design of communicat- 
ing H to Tnore : but that which is a grateful and 
refreshing odour in a limited space, would be 
none whatever in a larger ; that which is comfort- 
able warmth to the domestic circle, would not 
awaken the chirping of a cricket, or stimulate 
the flight of a butterfly, in the forest ; that which 
satisfies a hundred poor monks, would, if thrown 
4>p6Sito society at large, contribute not an atom to 
its benefit and emolument. Placid tempers, re- 
gulated habitudes, consolatory visitations, are sup- 
pressed and destroyed, and nothing rises from 


their rums. Better let the cell be standing, than 
level it onl}»for the thorn and nettle. 

Htyme, What good do these idlers, with their 
cords and wallets, or, if you please, with their 
regularities 1 

Hume, These have their value, at least to tlie 
possessor and the few about him. Ask rather, 
what is the worth of his abode to the prince or to 
the public] who is the wiser for his cowl, the 
warmer for his frock, the more contented for his 
cloister, when they are taken from him 1 Monks, 
it Js true, arc only as stars that shine upon the 
desert: but tell me, I beseech you, who caused 
such a desert in the moral world ? And who 
rendered so faint a light, in some of its periods^ 
a blessing ] Ignorant rulers, must be the answer, 
and inliuman laws. They should cease to exist 
some time before their antidotes, however ill- 
compounded, are cast away. 

If we had lived seven or eight centuries ago, 
J ohn Home would probably have been saying mass 
at the altar, and David Hume, fatter and lazier, 
would have been pursuing his theological studies 
in the convent. Wc are so much the creatures of 
times and seasons, so modified and fashioned by 
I theha, that the very plants upon the wall, if they 
were as sensible as some suppose them to be, 
would laugh at us. 

Home. Fantastic forms and ceremonies are 
rather what the philosopher will reprehend. 
Strip away these, reduce things to their primitive 
shite of purity and holiness, and nothing can alter 
j or shake us, clinging, as we should, to the anchor 
of Faith. 

Hume. People clung to it long ago ; but many 
lost their grasp, benumbed by holding too tightly. 
The church of Scotland brings close together the 
objects of veneration and abhorrence. The evil 
principle, or devil, was, in my opinion, hardly 
worth the expense of his voyage from Persia ; 
but, since you have him, you seem resolved to 
treat him nobly, hating him, defying him, and 
fearing him noverthelcss. I woubl not however 
place him so very near the Creator, let his pre- 
tensions, from custom and precedent, be what 
they may. 

Home. He is always marring the fair works of 
our heavenly Father : in tlri; labour is his only 
proximity. * 

Hume. You represent him as spurring men on 
to wickedness, from no other motive than the plea- 
sure ho experiences in rendering them miserable. 

Home. He has no other, excepting his inveterate 
spite and malice against (^d ; from which indeed, 
to speak more properly, this desire originates. 

Hume. Has he lost his wits, as well as his sta- 
tion, that he fancies he can render God unhappy 
by being spiteful and malicious ] You wrong him 
greatly ; but you wrong God more. For in all 
Satan’s attempts to seduce men into wickedness, 
he leaves everyone his free-will either to resist 
or yield ; but the heavenly Father, as you would 
represent him, predestines the greater part of 
mankind to everlasting pains and torments, ante* 
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cedantlj to oorraption or temptation. Them is 
no impiety in aeklng yon which is the worst : for 
impiety most certainly does not consist in setting 
men light on what is demonstrable in their re- 
ligion; nor in proving to them that God is greater 
tad better, than, with all their zeal for him, they 
have ever thought him. 

H<ym. This is to confound religion with philo- 
sophy, the source of nearly every evil in conduct 
and of every error in ethics, 

Hwme>, Religion is the eldest sister of Philo- 
sophy : on whatever subjects they may differ, At 
is unbecoming in either to quarrel, and most so 
about their inheritance. 

Home. And have you nothing, sir, to say against 
the pomps and vanities of other worships, that 
you should assail the institutions of your native 
country 1 To fear God, I must suppose then, is 
less meritorious than to build steeples, and em- 
broider surplices, and compose chants, and blow 
the bellows of organs. 

Hume. My dear sir, it is not because God is 
delighted with hymns and instruments of music, 
or prefers base to tenor or tenor to base, or Handel 
to Giles Halloway, that nations throng to cele- 
brate in their churches his power and his bene- 
ficence : it is not that Inigo Jones or Christopher 
Wren could erect to him a habitation more 
worthy of his presence than the humblest cottage 
on the loneliest moor : it is that the best feelings, 
the highest faculties, the greatest wealth, should 
be displayed and exercised in the patrimonial 
palace of every family united. For such are churches 
both to the rich and poor. 

Hmm. Your hand, David ! Pardon me, sir ; 
the sentiment carried me beyond custom ; for it 
recalled to me the moments of blissful enthusiasm 
when I was writing my tragedy, and charmed me 
the more as coming from you. 

Hume. I explain the causes of things, and 
leave them. 

Home. Go on, sir, pray go on ; for here we can 
walk together. Suppose that God never heard 
us, never cared ^pr us ; do those care for you or 
hear you whose exploits you celebrate at public 
dinners, our Wallaces and Bruces'! yet are not 
we thence the braver, the more generous, the 
more grateful 1 

Hume. 1 do not see clearl/ how the more 
grateful : but I would not analyse by reducing to 
ft cinder a lofty sentiment. 

Home. Surely we are grateful for the benefits 
our illustrious patriots have conferred on us : and 
eveiy act of gratitude is rewarded by reproduc- 
Mon. Justice is often pale and melancholy; but 
Gratitude, her daughter, is constantly in the flow 
of iqpirits and the bloom of loveliness. You call 
out to her when you fancy she is passing ; you 
want her for your dependents, your domestics, 
your friends, your children. The ancients, as you 


know, habitually (isked thUr gods and goddassas , 
by which of their names it was most agreeable to 
them to be invoked : now let Gratitude be, what 
for the play of our fancy we have just imagined 
her, a sentient living power; I not thb^ of 
any name more likely to be pleasing to her, than 
Religion. The simplest breast often holds more 
reason in it than it knows of, *'and more than 
Philosophy looks for or suspeota We almost as 
frequently despise what is not despicable as we 
admire and reverence what is. No nation in the 
world was ever so enlightened, and in all parti 
and qualities so civilised, as the Scotch. Why 
would you shake or unsettle or disturb thSse 
principles which have rendered us peaceable and 
contented 1 

Hume. I would not by any means. 

Home. Many of your writings Have evidmitly 
such a tendency. 

Huim. Those of my writings to which you 
refer will be read by no nation ; a* few speculative 
men will take them ; but none will be rendered 
more gloomy, more dissatisfied, or more unsocial 
by them. !^rely will you find one who^ five 
minutes together, can fix his mind even ion the « 
surface : some new tune, some idle projeej some 
light thought, some impracticable wish, will gene- 
rally run, like the dazzling haze of summer on 
the dry heath, betwixt them and the reader. A 
bagpipe will swallow them up, a strathspey will 
dissipate them, or Romance with ^;he death-rattle 
in her throat will drive them away into dark 
staircascB and chamel-houses. 

You and I, in the course of our conversation, 
have been at variance, as much as discreet and 
honest men •ought to be ; each knows that the 
orf-her thinks differently from him, yet each esteems 
the other. I can not but smile when I reflect that 
a\ew paces, a glass of wine, a cup of tea, conciliate 
those whom Wisdom would keep asunder. 

Home. No wonder you scoff emphatically, as 
you pronounce the word msdm. 

Hume. If men wouW permit their minds like 
their children to associate freely together, if they 
would agree to meet one another with smiles and 
frankness, instead of suspicion and defiance, the 
common stock of intelligence and of happiness 
would be centupled. Probably those two men 
who hate each other most, and whose best hus- 
bandry is to sow burs and thistles in each other's 
path, would, if they had ever met aqd conversed 
familiarly, Iftive been ardent and inseparable 
friends. The minister who may order niy book 
to be burnt to-morrow by the hangmanj'if I, by 
any accident, had been seated yesterday by his 
side at dinner, might perhaps in another fortnight 
recommend me to his master, for a man of such 
gravity and understanding as to be worthy of 
being a privy councillor, and might conduct toe 
to the treasury-bench. 
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Mtmroeordaia. Pope Clement the ninth died of 
Taxation at being unable to snccour the island of 
Ch:ete. It is true« the Yenetiaift, whe were expelled 
from it, were of Ibis church ; we are separated from 
tt only by a i^llable. Is there neither Pope nor 
King who can step over a syllable in our defence i 
Systematically have we been persecuted^ regularly 
have we been abandoned ; and 1 know not which 
dgspot is most deserving of our abhorrence and 
elecratidn, whether he whose intolerable chains 
we have wrenched and cast away from us, or the 
colder barbarian the most forward to promise 
and the most able to afford us succour. Super- 
seding this picture, and covering it as with a 
black crape, let us present another to our country 
worthy to be placed on the next panel to that 
which represents the heroic Hofer, the last and 
truest defender of Austria, delivered up by her to 
his murderers. No crime of despotism, however 
enormous, is without a parallel. When we fancy 
we hiiJi'e reached that point of congelation above 
whicli it is impossil^e to breathe, we see another 
such hanging with all its horrors over our heads. 

The calm, intelligent, and virtuous Giannone, a 
century ago, edited his elaborate and faithful 
History’ of Naples, in which a few among the 
usurpations iftid frauds of the Popedom were 
exposed. I nquisi tors and assassins were employed 
figain.^t him : and he was forced to abandon his 
profession of advocate,* to leave his family, his 
hiends, his country, and to seek protection, where 
lately Hofer first and vainly sought it, in Vienna. 
The friendship of Prince Eugene could not defend 
him against the malice of the Pope, working on 
Ihe jmsillanimity of the Emperor. He was drit^en 
from Austria, and took refuge in Venice. Here 
ilso was a kind of Inquisition. Giannone was 
seized by night, and was cast before sunrise on 
Ite shores of the paptl territory. He found 
uieajiB however of escaping to Geneva. After a 
^idenoe of several months in that city, he was 
mted by an emissary of the Sardinian king to 
villa on the opposite side o6 tine lake : here he 
waa arrested. For vindicating the privileges of 
the king against the pretensions of the pope, his 
uward was a strict and solitary confinement, first 
in a fortregs of Savoy, then in the citadel of Turin, 
vlre:% Bii^r twelve years of imprisonment, he 
*»4 

*M5DC4r(m, Say no more of the dead. Vhe 
juries good men are barren in our days, what- 
iver they were formerly, and wither the heart 
Ihey nae from, not the head they fall oil Why 
levsH to Giannonel Why to Hofer 1 Is not 
lUngMinearerJ 

Mautocord<Uo. Yes. Rhigas, we know, was bom 
y VelestinoB in Thessaly, about the year 1788. 

' The«UI«r i the younger waeteliitliteltolilseoimtqr. 


He was the primaiy mover in our glorious 
since the power of the Venetians was broken by 
the common enemy. Enriched by commerce, he 
left it early, and collecting about him the few 
literary men f whom our unfortunate nation at 
that time produced, went to Vienna and edited a 
journal. His inoffensive manners, his charity, his 
liberality, conciliated the hearts of ail. The 
government felt and acknowledged the utility of 
his labours : its new subjects were better disposed 
toward it, and others were more ready to become 
so. Above all, the Servians, then under Piuiwan 
Oglou, read with avidity the evangile of their free- 
dom. The divan of Constantinople was Informed 
of it : a demand was made that Rhi^s be 
delivered up, and was at onq| acceded to. He and 
eight of his friends were seized by the police of 
Vienna, chained, thrown into a boat on the 
Danube, and committed to a Turkish guard. 

I In vain was the torture inflicted on them to 
I extort the names of their accomplices. At the 
I sight of Widdin, ** 0 strong and beauteous city f ” 
cried Rhigas, residence of a wise and valiant 
prince I never hast thou seen him abandoning his 
' defenders, nor intimidated by an enemy, far or 
: near.” The animated tone, the look of exultation 
: in our protomartyr of resuscitated freedom, was the 
signal of death to his countrymen and himself. 
Apprehensive that it denoted the proximity of a 
rescue, the captain of the guard ordered the larger 
stones in the ballast to be fastened about their 
I necks. During this operation they sang the hymn 
of Liberty which Rhigas composed, and, when 
they had begun the louder chorus, were cast into 
I the river. 

Colocotrmi. 0 Rhigas 1 who among the blessed 
sits nearer to thy God than thou 1 Hear me ! 
look down on our country! the eyes of every 
angel will follow thine, and weep at its abandoii- 
I ment by the Christian Rrincf a. 

Can no appeal be made to Humanity by 
Learning % 

MavroconUUo, in Austria no books are read 
but cookery-booki^ missab', and lives of the saints. 
Russia contains only one man of erudition, the 
archimandrite Hyacinthos, who has collected and 
translated the most valuable portion of Chinese 
literature. On suspicion of being a thinker, he 
has been banished to Archangel, and is dyiu^* ; v 
an affection of the lungs. 

Colocotroni. In France, in England, is there 
none who will speak aloud for us ] 

MaurocordaU), The literary men of France 
have a censor over them : upon which some have 
become miasionaries and jesuits, and some Maho- 
metans : others write odes on the triumphs of the 

t ZEabiro, aOreek of Slalista, is reported to have left beliuid 
him a catalogue and biography of the Greek writers sliioi 
llieeaptufeof OonslantliiDi^ he died in the year UM* 
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Due d’AngotiUme, and on the Troeodero in the 
nnrsexy of the Buchees de Borri, England has 
part^rmen in profusion. If a BoUtaiy sedate repub- 
lican should rise up in that country, they would 
unite and tear him to pieces ; just as the beggars 
ef two streets against a stranger at the comer who 
(tliey suspect) may beg. 

Coheotroni. The English have no need of a 
republic, none of their habits or imaginations 
resting on it, and enjoying as they do what liberty 
they desire. Yet I can not see why, when T my- 
self am shaven, I should break the razor, or 
Idnder the use of one in those who want it ; *a8 
they do in regard to freedom, from an imperfect 
and erroneous calculation in the ledger-book. 
Nearly all the writers may indeed be hired by 
the government, and the few of them who are 
not hired may live in expectancy of place and 
profit ; yet the public is much interested in our 
cause, and has borne toward us that liberality for 
which nothing shorfil of eternal gratitude can be 
an adequate return. 

Maurocordato. General, I have received from an 
Englishman, who resides at Florence, a military 
map of Greece, in which all those places arc 
accurately marked where great battles have been 
fought, and to which a topograpliical description 
is added, wherever it was to be found either in 
ancient historians or modem travellers. 

Coheotroni. The ancients, who excelled ua in 
most things of importance, excelled us principally 
in the variety of expedients for attack and defence. 
Eveiy great general was a great inventor. Within 
.the memory of man, I believe, not a stratagem 
has been thought of by any in Europe, be it old 
or new, original or borrowed. Campaigns are 
formed as much by a receipt as custards, and sieges 
as cheesecakes. I know the better part of Greece 
perfectly, and only wish your English friend could 
devise the means for me of bringing my enemy 
where beaten enemies were brought formerly. 

The Greeks have performed, in the last three 
years, as many arduous actions as their ancestors 
ever performed within the same period, and have 
evinced a constpney such as they have never 
exhibited since the days of Pericles. The British 
force is composed of three nations, easjh striving 
for precedency in valour. Hence whenever a 
large body of troops is assembled, there must be 
a portion of each, and vigour is exerted by all : 
but when smaller detachments of one nation are 
sent out on what they call diversions, we generally 
find them fail ; there being no such spirit of 
rivalry and emulation. It can not bo dissembled 
that the victories of the English, in the last fifty 
years, have been gained by the high courage and 
steady discipline of the soldier; and the most 
remarkable, where the prudence and skill of the 
commander were altogether wanting. Place any 
distinguished general of theirs where Murillo 
was placed in America, Mina in Spain, and then 
inform me what are your hopes, and whether you 
expect from him the same activity and the same 
expedients. Whatever is done by the English 


is done by open ibree, tq which nothing is pre* 
cursory or subsiiirflry. Our enemies the Turhs' 
are somewhat of this character. Now I lay it 
down as a maxim, that the weaker of two powers, 
at variance, should never employ the same 
weapons as the stronger: when it can not. find 
better, at least it should look for what are difilbrent 
and unexpected. ‘If we Greeks, at present form 
our regiments on the model of the En^irii, we 
shall lose half our strength. By good fortune, 
our troops arc composed of men united by blood 
or neighbourhood, and partly put into motion by 
the spirit of love and concord, partly by emulfih 
tion; for the different regions of Greecq, ffon 
know, are just as much rivals now as \h.ey were 
anciently. In no other part of Europe is there in 
the military establishment the least consideration 
of moral force : vices and virtues equally com- 
pressed : men are filed and packeted like pins and 
needles, according to their length: an inch in 
stature divides two brothers, two friends, two rivals 
in the affections of the same mistress, leaving 
room for the union of the brave man and the 
coward. Nothing that is ridiculous, absurd, 
injurious, or offensive, is omitted in the modem 
practice : and if your English commentator draws* 
his conclusions from it, an dt recommends K to our 
imitation, we have only to thank him for his 
kind intent. , 

Greece has much to do, much not to do. G6d, 
who hath restored her miraculou^y to her enthu- 
siastic and vigorous youth, will guide and protect 
her in it, and will open by degrees before her 
all the sources of knowledge, and all the means* 
of improvement and i>rdbperity. 

Maurocordato. The paper I hold in my hand 
recommends ?he thing on which yon particularly 
iflsist, the diversity of weapon; nor does the 
author quote an English authority, but the autho- 
rity of an American, who suggested it to his 
country when she was about to contend with a 
military force to which hers was disproportionate, 
both in numbers and in discipline. The interest, 
says my correspondent, I feel and have always 
felt, in the fortune of those who struggle to be 
free, persuades me to submit sone reflections, 
perhaps not unimportant, to youi country. If 
they were entirdiy my own, adds he, I might 
hesitate more to offer them, although of late years 
I have studied these matters with some attention, 
and have examined them with some industry. 
Franklin proposed to the consideration of the 
Anglo-Americans, whether the bow be not a 
more effectual weapon than the mus^t. Its 
lightness, the ease with which it may be kept 
dry, with which it may be concealed and recover^, 
with which it may be loaded and discharged, 
with which it may be preserved in order or 
replaced, are not its only ^v^tages. 

Patriotic as are the Greeks, there are many who, 
on receiving a musket from the government, 
would he induced to return home, that they might 
rather employ it at the chase than in battle. Thie 
bow, lit least in the beginning, would not serye the 
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, jpnrjKMe^ would noTer Hold fordi such an induce- 
* meut, and nobody would buy it if ofiPered for sale. 
When munition is exhausted in the villages and 
In the mountains^ where we fight most frequently, 
the soldier can find no more, and is no longer a 
soldier for some days; while every wood and 
thicket, every house and shed,*produces the mate- 
rial of arrows. Touths, from their tender age or 
firom their idle habits, incapable of carrying heavy 
ahns, would cany a bow, it being no Impediment 
either in attack or flight, and if thrown away, 
it is little loss to them, and no advantage to the 
enemy. 

i^he advice of Franklin was not rejected because 
it was irrational or reprehensible, but because the 
Anglo-Americans were nearly all well exercised in 
the management of fire-arms, and because they ^ 
found in the cities a superabundance of powder | 
and shot. ■ Far different in Greece : the choice is | 
yet to be made ; and you will surely make it, says | 
our friend, of tfiat material which is at once the j 
most plentiful and the most easy'to work, that in 
which the exercise is the least laborious, and the 
attainment of skill the least difficult. Suppose 
•two kinds of arms, or, if you please, two kinds 
of tac^cs, equally j>^od: if either of these be 
unexpected by the enemy, that is preferable. Even 
the worse, the first time it is practised, will give 
the advantage to those wno employ it, unless its 
defects bo too evident. 

The ancient8,*he thinks with you, reasoned much 
more and much bettor on this business than the j 
moderns ; and they always used a great diversity ' 
of weapons in the same army ; the advantage of j 
which is demonstrated by Polard in his commen- 
tary on Polybius. • , 

The arrow acts in three manners ; rectilinearly, 
curvilinearly, and perpendicularly; the musket- 
ball in one only, the rectilinear. Twelve arrows 
are discharged before the musket can be dis- 
charged the third time, even supposing that it 
is always clean, and that it never misses fire. 
The musket without bsf^onet, as are many of 
ours, is very inconvenient; for we must often draw 
the sword, and then what becomes of it ] while the 
bow, thrown in a moment across the shoulder, 
leaves the right hand at libetty^ and the body 
unencumbered, for the other ways of defence or 
of attack. 

The Turks fight in close array ; so that eveiy 
arrow*^ strikes either man or horse; and it is 
remarkable that a moderate puncture makes the 
horse li^ractablo, while to a severe musket-shot 
he often seems for a time insensible. The report 
of firearms by night or in ambuscade betrays 
the soldier; the arrow not. Even by day it 
sometimes is expedient that Death come veiled. 
The lock of fire-arms is the most important part 
of them, and is the most liable to ii^'ury, from a 
Uow, from a fall, or from service. The musket is 
composed of many parts, each subject to be de- 
tiched or loosened, some to be lost, as the rod and 
tim flinty and the loss may not be perceived until 


If any considerable body of archers, well sup 
ported, drefr upon an unprepared enemy (and idl 
at this day are so) they would gain, if not the 
battle, the advanta^. No fire could produce such 
destruction, such confrision, or leave effects so 
immediately visible, so generally appalling. 

He who carries a bow instead of a musket, may 
also cany provisions for five entire days; an 
incalculable advantage in a country laid waste on 
every side, and which will enable him in most 
situations to choose and change his encampment 
as he pleases. When a foot-soldier thus armed has 
taken the horse of an enemy, he may mount and 
use him, should circumstances require it, which he 
could not do with musket and bayonet, even in 
case of necessity. 

The bow has no need of cleaning ; the musket 
has need of it every day ; and after a march or 
an engagement, when it may want it most, the 
soldier feels little inclination to this sureWge 
of labour, and often has not tow, sometimes not 
water, as ours experienced on the mountains 
I last summer, when even in the plains there was 
barely a sufficiency to quench tlieir thirst. By 
thf lightness of this weapon, and the little danger 
there is of its sounding loud in striking against 
I anything, munition-waggons and stores ma}" be 
j set on fire, applying to the arrow inflammable 
I substances. 

The Turks are still masters of cities and fortresses 
which you must take. No nation defends a place 
so obstinately and courageously as they do : and 
you have some which they will soon attack. Here 
the bow is greatly a bettor weapon than the Juus- 
ket. For in the hurry of firing on those who mount 
to the assault, few balls are well rammed ; hence 
they fall out or fall inoffensively ; and nothing is 
more difficult than to hit a man, aiming at him 
perpendicularly. The arrow on this occasion would 
seldom miss. You may have reason then to be 
glad that they no longer use the bow, in which 
formerly lay their strength. 

Coheotroni. Those oh«erv,atioii.n ;'.re worth at- 
tention. What have you besiuo.; 

Mawrocordaio. The observations on defensive 
armour arc original and important. Even so late 
as the reign of Louis XIV. the officer wore it. In 
the battle of Waterloo, mort; glorious to the victor 
I than any since that of Leuctra, if perhaps you 
except four others won by the same nation, at 
Cressy, at Agincourt, at Poictiers, and at Blen- 
heim, three regiments of light cavalry in succession 
were ordered to attack the French cuirassiers. 
Each made several charges, and lost the greater 
part of its men in killed or wounded. If, adds 
my correspondent, these English regiments hod 
been defended by the armour I am about to pro- 
pose for yours, they would have lost much fewer, 
and, although no troops are braver, more expert^ 
or better di^iplined, than the French cuirassiers, 
would probably have repulsed them : for the Bug- 
lish horses were fresher, not having surmounted 
such acclivities, nor having toiled so long over • 
deep tenacious clay. 
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Suppose it possible to disoovcr a substance an 
irhich the seasons have little or no cfloct ; which 
iMists heat, cold, moisture: iron does not. 
Suppose it possible to discover a substance which 
leaves every limb its elasticity, its full play and 
action : iron does not. Suppose it possible to 
discover a substance in which the soldier, if ne* 
cessary, may sleep : in iron he can not. 

In fact, general, he reconimendB the use of cork 
armour; the usual thickness of which material is 
sufficient to resist the bayonet, and which a mus- 
ket-ball will rarely penetrate. By employing thie, 
the soldier who cannot swim has all the advantages 
of him who can ; be may be knocked down in it, but 
he will not be killed nor badly wounded: seldom 
will a particle of it enter the flesh; and in case it 
should, no substance whatever is so easily extracted : 
nor will there over be those coninsions which are 
often mortal in the head : for although the sabre 
does not penetrate the metal, it indents it so deeply 
as to produce the same effect. We have experi- 
enced the dizziness that the helmet occasions in 
a few hours of exertion : this destroys both acti- 
vity and strength. Nothing is so cool to the head 
as cork, or presents so equal and wholesome a 
temperature in all seasons. Its additional weight 
is imperceptible to the horse; nor is the dis- 
mounted soldier lost, as the stecl-cased cuirassier 
is. This armour is cheap and durable; it occupies 
no time in cleaning, none in putting on ; eveiyone 
con mend or replace it. 

Some of the other projects must be left to the 
discretion of our Government : they are political 
rather militaiy : they are calculated to act 
instiintaneously and effectually: and the author 
says of them, ‘ There are circumstances in which 
Theinistocles should be heard before Aristides, 
-and indeed without him.’ 

lie recommends that the Acro-corinthos. and 
some other positions, should be flanked with strong 
Martel lo towers, and gives an account of an Eng- 
lish ship of seventy-four guns, utterly ruined off 
Corsica by such a tower, mounting one only. 
Here is also a pj^oposal to construct, or rather to 
employ, for wc have them in many of our ports, | 
gunboats similar to those used by the Russians in 
the battle of Tchesme. 

Colocotroni I hope wo are not yet reduced to 
imitate the Russians in anything. The least 
inventive of the human race, and the most hostile | 
to inventions and improvements, can hardly be 
presented to Greeks for a model, by one who 
appears well acquainted with our history, with our 
capacities, and with our wants. 

MaurocordcUo, He informs me that the inven- 
tion of this is due to his countryman and ffiend. 
General Bentham, a man equally distinguished 
for courage, humanity, and science. 

Coheotroni. I know almost as little of English 
inventors as the Emperor of Turkey, or Morocco, 
or Austria. War is my pursuit; come to the 
point ; let me see his project. I may recom- 
mend it ; for the wisest men and most useful | 
things want recommendation ; and the tongue ! 


of the fool is often vequiAte to the inveathma el 
the wise. 

Maurocordaio. Gehersl Bentham commaaded 
the naval armament of Russia at the battle of 
Tchesme, under (where princes are entrusted with 
command this word us^ly means over) Prinoe 
Potemkin. Gimboafto had always been built solidly, 
with strong traverses, to prevent Ibhe recoil of the 
gun. Hence, after every fire, the motion of the 
vessel was so violent and of so long continuance, 
that the discharges were intermitted and uncer- 
tain. One would imagine that little experience was 
requisite to demonstrate how', leaving the cannon 
to its recoil, and the vessel to its own action u]^ 
the water, no violent shock could be given, and 
how the succeeding charges would be more rapid 
and more easily directed. Instead of the old gun- 
boat, constructed at much expense affd soonrulned, 
he placed heavy cannon upon barks deemed 
before incapable of bearing them : but it was soon 
apparent that, on still water, the#' were adequate 
to destroy the ifiost formidable ships of the line. 
The general showed the troops and mariners that 
the water itself gives the proper degree both of 
recession and of resistance, without dangei to the « 
gunner or detriment to the boat. The adv^tages 
of the invention are these : that the boats, if they 
are to be built, do not cost a fifth of the others : 
that worse timber and k smaller quantity of it will 
serve: and that merchant-ships taken ftom the 
enemy may be converted into thefii. 

Colocotroni. Do the English use them constantly? 
for in these matters they have more authority with 
me than in others. • 

Maurocordato. They do not ; because they have 
no need of gun-boats on their coasts, command- 
ing, as they do, the ocean : because too their seas 
are tempestuous, and their expeditions for the 
grater part distant : and because they are reluc- 
tant that their enemies should acquire from them 
the benefit of an invention, by which they them- 
selves could not profit in the same degree. The 
small guii-boat not prei 3nting a broadside to an 
enemy, the Turk, the worst of gunners, would 
hardly ever strike it; while it would rarely miss 
him, and would never fail to discourage where it 
might not disablec. 

My correspondent is urgent that every mariner 
and soldier on board should be armed with a bow, 
and with a longer and heavier pike than any iu 
common use. Recurring to actions J)y laud, he 
observes that the length of the pike gave the 
victory to the Greeks in the first battle against 
Xerxes, when the JmmortaU of that autO(^at were 
repulsed by the Lacedaemonians, according to 
Herodotus, from this cause only. The I»ow is 
recommended at sea more earnestly, and in our 
gun-boats and small boats most particularly, from 
the necessity of loading them lightly. 

Colocotroni. Should any of these suggestions 
be introduced, it must be done suddenly, secmtljr# 
and difiusivcly. 

2d(mrocordaio. The political reflections of toi$ 
correspondent will be the subject of some Ibtnit 
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i|eoiuil4^x»tion. To obtain oid'^Mependence, he 
would propose to the Turk the same annual sub- 
akijr at wmea into ike treamry at present, which 
ii ttttle more than a fifth of what is levied ; he 
would engoge that we should admit into our ports 
no yessel of a potentate at war with Turkey, and 
that we ^ould .sign no treat^i of alliance with 
anyone upon her confines : he would consent that 
the Greeks in Asia and other parts should be 
united in the territory bounded on the north by 
Olympus and the Oeraunians, on the «ea8t by 
the JSgasan Bea> and including Crete. Pro- 
perty ^ould be exclianged by Turkish and 
Grei^ coiQmissioners., aided by the consuls of 
Prance, England, and Sweden, and the contract 
should be carried into execution in three years’ 
He informs me that many Christian and Jewish 
fomilles have lecords of places in Crete, where 
the treasures of houses, of churches, and of mon- 
asteries, were deposited on its subjugation. 
Turkey does not«derive one hundred and eighty 
thousand zecchins annually fromb tlie conquest. 
She would readily compromise in a few years, pro- 
bably on the breaking out of the firat war, for the 
Jax Btippl|ited, and accept ten or twelve years’ 
purcha^ Indeed on her expressing any doubt 
of seenmy of our faittf, we might oft’er as much, 
with no ibar of a refusal, and could obtain it by a 
loan firom England. So nK)derate a debt would 
rather be a bond to unite us than a burden. 

Colocoironi. A society of Knglishmon, no lew | 
patriotic, has kindly sent to mo three hundred 
biblQs, in readiness for the next campaign ; with 
an exhortation to prohiljit dancing in private 
houses, unless among persons of a certain age 
ind rank i a remonstrance against wlpit is usual at 
the corners of streets, or lanes, or stable-doors; anj^ 
a form of prayer to be offered up in our churches. 
Instead of this, our patriarch may be requested j 
to insert in the Litany a petition to the Almighty, 
that, in the bowels of his com passion, it may please 
him to retain in the government of the Seven Ides 
his Excebcucy Sir Thoumt Maitland, so that tho 
people shall never cease to sigh for union with us; 
and that likewise in his infinite mercy he may 
remove all impediment to liis Excellency, by 
removing for ever Lord Guildf<^d^ in whose pre- 
sence Learning would almost forget her losses, 
and dismembered Greece her sufferings. 

Maurocordato. Yes, Greece shall arise again, 
like iTlysses from under the wand of Pallas, when 
his wrinkles were smoothened, and his tattered 
garment cast away from him. 

Oolocdlroni, Kevertheless, whatever arms she 
^akes up, she may look forward to years of agony, 
and to more enemies than the Turk. All the old 
governments in Europe will attempt to increase 
our difficulties, and, when they have augmented 
them to the utmost in their power, will point 
them out as the natural fruits of insubordination, 
for such they call resistance, which is the more 
ctimixtal in ^eir eyes, the longer and the more 
Mdient you have borne oppression. Hap^ly we 
kiwe no ally : we have an oppressor the less. If 


Spain or Portugal bad any, that ally would modd 
the adopted form of government ; in other wordi^ 
would change the futures without diminishing 
the weight of slavery. Providence, I trust, will 
fovour our exertions : I would propose then to 
leave a wide space between us and the dominions 
of a government more systematically and more 
degradedly tyrannical Indignant as we justly 
are at the unworthy treatment we have received, 
and conscious, as we can not but be, that we are 
the undegenerate descendants of a people which 
never since the foundation of the world hath 
be£eld a rival in gloiy, we must acknowledge that 
no conqueror is milder than the Turkish, no reli- 
gion more tolerant, no judge more dispassionate, 
no law more equitable. 

Maurocordato. But many countries, once 
Grecian, lie desolate : Crete can hardly discover 
the traces of five amid her hundred cities. True ; 
islands, which when free are the happiest of 
countries, are the most miserable when they are 
subjected. For the subjection endured under 
modem governments is far different in its effects 
from that endured under our ancestors and the 
Romans. Towns, harbours, and marts, arose 
upon it. Be my witnesses on one side, Cyprus, 

I Lesbos, Chios, and yc starry host of Cyclades ! 
stand on the other, Sicily, Sardinia, Ireland, with 
your herds of mendicants, your bands of rol)berB, 
your pestiferous marshes, and your deserted ports. 
What countries are naturally more fertile 1 what 
more wretched? Wild theories have not len- 
dered them so ; yet the only mischiefs to be ex- 
tirpated are wild theories. The towns of the 
Valtellina under the protection of Switaerland, 
the cities of Ragusa and Genoa and V enice, had 
enjoyed a long prosperity, all several liundred 
years, some above a thousand; and one had 
arrived by its prudence and industry at ah age 
which appeared forbidden to human institutions ; 
when suddenly a sage, too autocratical to be taught 
I anything by sages of another class, draws around 
his shoulders a cat-skin hung with saints, and is 
informed, as he swallows his moruing draught of 
brandy, that if they really were happy, they were 
happy from wild theories, and must be corrected. 
liCt us, 0 Colocotroni, cast our eyes a little way 
into the urilds of these theories; no such wilds 
as Siberia can open to us, nor the Ukraine, nor 
the Chersonese, nor the plains of Hungary, nor 
the Campania of the Popes and Bourbons, each 
by nature so fertile, each by despotism so corroded 
and exhausted ; but such wilds as our Attica and 
our Thessaly and our Bceotia once rejoiced in; 
wilds of equality; wilds where the heart of man 
in full expansion heaved high and freely through 
the course of ages ; where the human form pos- 
sessed such dignity as none other than a native 
of this country could represent or could imagine. 
Wild theories ! that unite men injustice andamity I 
Wild theories ! that gave birth and nurture to 
every art and every science ; that even taught 
reason and humanity to the despot who lashed 
the seal 
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Sdati 1 Aristides 1 Epaminondas ! Phoci jn I y6 
are aathora and abettors of wild tboories. Who 
In the world, 0 Demosthenes, would listen to thy 
ealttxnniouB tongue against Philip T iBschylos 1 
we deemed thee generous, heroic, self-devoted as 
thy own Prometheus ; thy blood we thought flowed 
for thy country, for civilisation, for enlightened 
and free mankind. It flowed for wild theories. 
0 Sophocles ! 0 Euripides 1 what lessons have you 
given us ! Wild theories ! 

And yet, sir, (for scorn must have its period,) if 
we use our memories, and reject our reason, which 
autocrats would tell us we are bound to do ... as for 
national power, which many look chiefly to, as for 
national defence, which interests all, Home existed 
in a state of infancy under licr kings, of maturity j 
under her consuls, of decrepitude and decay under 
her emperors. People are disposed to acknowledge 
that a monarch is more prompt in giving his 
orders for invasion and annoyance, and that he can 
commence hostilities with greater secrecy, and 
conduct them with greater decision. Glorious pre- 
rogative! There must then be some strangely 
countervailing disadvantage in the form and struc- 
ture of his government ; for never since the crea- 
tion of the world was there an instance of a* mo- 
narchy conquering a republic, where the people 
>/ere equally numerous, or within a third ; while 
republics in all ages have conquered many king- 
doms, of which the population was the double and 
even the triple of theirs. 

Monarchy has all her blood in the head : she 
looks healthy to those who see health in flushed 
faces, and strong to those who look for strength 
in swollen limbs. Strange deception ! if indeed 
anything is strange where all principles are per- 
verted ; where what is best must not be ; where 
what is worst must be ; where tyranny alone has 
rights, and usurpation alone has privileges. 

Colocotroni. ^'You shall enchain Poland: you 
shall do with Italy and with Illyria what you 
please; you shall dismember free and happy 
Saxony.” 

'*What! no morel ray brothers!” 

Wait a littldj our brother, wait a little I Wait, 
oui brother, four years at farthest ; then advance ; 
yon will be hailed as a deliverer from within and 
from without. His most Christian Majesty is 
anxious to recover the influence of his family in 
Spain : the English, who waged war to prevent it 
from having any, are not in a condition to inter- 
pose an impediment ; and the ministers are more 
interested in suppressing the growth of consti- 
tutions than in maintaining the dignity of the 
throne.” 

The Emperor of Russia has had the address, by 
the Congress of Verona, to involve the states of 
Europe in confrision; and within a year or two he 
will be able to execute his project on the side of 
Turkey, having first broken the sinews of Persia 
by pushing her on precipitately. Greece mean- 
while wiU lie prostrate before her, ready, and per- 
haps not unwilling, to be bound by her, blinded 
gf she is by feebleness. 


Mmrotxmialot^^he ^)ther great hiijfc 
declared on many occasions their resdluiloh to Sit 
limits to the aggression of the Qzta, 

ColocoProni, Austria hath demonstiated that 
her sympathies are stronger with despotism than 
with us, or even than with Christianity. Her 
ships, both of eammerce and of war> have ^ 
peatedly brought succour to thh Turks, blockaded 
and besieged. Even the most Christian Kipg hath 
conveyed in his navy the money sent by the Pasha* 
of Egyt>t for the pay of his troops in the Pelop^- 
nese. The military hirelings, who were the readiest 
instruments of Bonaparte's tyranny, are become 
the stirrup-holders (and indeed may wifliiouts&me) 
of this ambitious satrap, who, barbarian as he is, 
is a soldier of more firmness and valour, a prince 
of more magnanimity and dignity, a politician of 
more clear-sightedness and conduct. If the French 
ministry has engaged them ull such a service, it 
has acted with wisdom, and may triumphantly cry 
out to the factious, “ See, what'a detestable gang 
of rogues and'vagabonds are not only those who 
long ago betrayed you, but those also in whom 
you still place your trust.” 

Maurocordaio. The Amaranths, a Pi'sach vessel 
of the royal navy, acted^in the service of the 
Egyptians, both before Rhodes and against Crete. 
But if the report be true that Cochise is about 
to take a command ih our defence, we may confi- 
dently hope that he will destroy any force the 
French government may appoiht to act against 
us. The same blow will dissipate the Turks and 
disunite the body of the Holy Alliance. » 
Colocotroni. Indeed iA is time ; unless the lowest 
in civilisation are to supplant the highest. 

Maurocordato. In the animal world the insects 
have the largest empire, in the political the Rus- 
sians. Their dominion extends over a space equal 
to a third of the old world, and seven times larger 
than the nearest planet. The subjects are edu- 
cated in blind submission; and about two mUlions 
are soldiers, or may become so, without any loss 
to agriculture. Is tlierc no danger to Europe from 
so enormous a power, put into motion and directed 
by ministers who mostly have been raised fh>m 
obscurity or from indigence, who have abjured 
their own countwes, and must flourish on the de- 
composition of others ! Lately, a vast portion of 
North America has been claimed by the Autocrat, 
from the United States, Mexico, and England : 
beginning at the thirty-first and extending to ihj|» 
sixtieth degree: enough of itself to constitute 
three empires. ^ ^ 

Colocotroni. If Russia should protect us, which 
God forbid ! she will break our bones by the weight 
of her wing ; and other nations will fight over us> 
not for us. The people of England are sealous jin 
our cause : but Ei^land is the only coimtiy in the 
world where the ministers are chosen fr:o^ theic 
disaimilitude to the people. I never think of them 
vdthout the idea of the Imr ridden by the moakiiy ; 
the strong by the weak, the grave by theperj^ th# 
quletd>y the mischievous. Since the time of HU 
the First ^ this manner will poliUeians to^ 
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to mite) die lu^ft beea governed, with 
jUi intei^ the moBF inordinate and 
deiiijperate gameetere that ever her m^becriptiorir 
drove penniless down-otairB. 

^attroccn'dato. There is an aidom, that the best 
if ooimipted is the worst. It grieves me to think 
of Hhglwd, once the &vourite of |iberty, and sit- 
ting in light alone. • All the French, hoVever, can 
not have lost entirely that spirit with which twenty 
millions were animated lately. 

Cbhcotroni. His most Christian Majesty said 
in the Chamber of Deputies to be " destined by 
Providence to close the abyssKif revolutions." He 
may perhaps close that abyss (as he w ould any 
oth^) by falling into it. 

MaurocordcUo, The saints of the Holy Alliance 
punish with imprisonment and poverty those who | 
write against the Christian religion, while they | 
themselves act against it openly, and assist in 
crashing its defenders, men descended from those 
who first received.it among the Gentiles. Not 
only the catholic princes, professing, the most in- 
tolerant, the most rapacious, and the most inso- 
lent of superstitions, but the potent and solo pro- 
tector of the Greek church aliandons it to the lust 
o^the Mussulman. I dare not call this pusilla- 
nimity, B^Hl less dare I eall it perfidiousness, base- 
ness, infamy j but I may lawfully ask whether any 
prince, in modem days or ancient, has been guilty 
of a greater. For in my zeal in favour of royalty, 
always amiable, always august, and in our times 
more than ever, I would fondly hope that none 
has committed anything beyond a peccadillo, and 
that in political computation, even this is nothing 
worse. Diocletian, and tlio oilier Roman Emperors 
who persecuted the Christians, did less than was 
done by their successors from pulpifs and con- 
vents, monks and priests, who took upon them- 
selves the ridiculous title of pope. Religion was^ 


to be totally changed in the state by the Chris* 
tians, and this change the civil power always pre- 
vents; bnt the popei^ as these usurpers called 
themselves, were under no apprehension that the 
new religion should itself be subverted ; for it is 
one of their tenets that it never shall be ; tbeir 
only fear was, that ihey should lose a portion of 
their power by the rejection of absurdities, and a 
portion of their wealth by the reduction of cere- 
monies to the simplicity and paucity of the origi- 
nal institution. Those however, popes or pagans, 
are not so censurable as those princes whose power 
and fiches are in no danger on any side, and who 
by seceding from the cause of humanity, which 
we vindicate and defend, expose to the world their 
utter indifference to that faith which they, one 
and all, have sworn publicly to protect. 

Colocotroni. To rise against oppression ; to teach 
our children their duties and their rights ; to re- 
mind them of their ancestors, and to rescue them 
from the seraglio ; these are crimes ! They are 
1 crimes, in the eyes of whom 1 of those who pro- 
ifess the religion of Christ! holy menl sacred 
allies! catholic, apostolic! We, Maurocordato, 
j are inconsiderate, we are rash, we are frantic. For 
I what, gain we by our vigils, fasts, and toils; by 
our roofless houses, our devastated farms, our 
broken sleep upon the snowy mountains; unless it 
be the approbation of our fathers now in bliss, and 
the consolatory hope of it from our posterity 1 The 
rest of Europe is reduced to slavery, one heroic 
race excepted. God alone can foresee the termi- 
nation of our conflict ; but of this we both are 
certain ; that, whenever we fall, in whatever part 
of Greece our bodies lie, they will lie by the side 
of those who have defended the same cause ; and 
that there is not a pillar, in ancient days erected 
by a grateful country, that does not in its frag- 
I ments tell our story. 


ALFIERLAND SALOMON THE FLORENTINE JEW. 


Let us walk to* the window. Signor 
Salomon. And now, instead of the silly sim- 
pering compliments repeated at introductions, 
lei me assure you that you are the only man in 
Florence witle whom 1 would willingly exchange 
a salutation. 

fiahmovL I must think myself highly flattered, 
alitor Conte, having always heard that you are 
11 ^ only the* greatest democrat, but also the 
greatest aristocrat, in Europe. 

A{/frn. 9 The 8 e two things, however opposite, 
whi<^ your smile would indicate, are not so irrecon- 
cilable as you imagine. Let us first understand 
the words, and then talk about them. The demo- 
erat jii he who wishes the people to have a due 
Sbm in the goveipment, and this share, if you 
shall be the principal one. The aristo- 
0 ^ of our days is contented with no actual 
abaio in it : but if a man of family is conscious of 
Ilk dignity, and resentful that another has invaded 
iti bo may be, and is nnlversa ly, called an afisto- 


crat. The principal difference is, that the one 
carries outward what the other ''carries inward. 
1 am thought an aristocrat by the Florentines 
for conversing with few people, and for changing 
I my shirt and shaving my beard on other days 
i than festivals ; which the most aristocratical of 
I them never do, considering it, no doubt, as an 
excess. I am however from my soul a repub- 
i lican, if prudence and modesty will authorise any 
I man to call himself so; and this I trust I h-ive 
I demonstrated in the most valuable of my works, 
the Treatise on tyranny and the Dialogue with my 
friend at Siena. The aristocratical part of mo, 
if part of me it must be called, hangs loose and 
keeps off insects. 1 see no aristocracy in the 
children of sharpers from behind the counter, 
nor, placing the matter in the most favourable 
point of view, in the descendants of free citizens 
1 who accepted from any vile enslaver, French, 
Spanish, Gksrman, or priest or monk (represented 
with a piece of buffoonety like a l)ee-hive on his 
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hmd and a pidUock key at his girdle) the titles 
of ooimta and marquises. In ,« Piedmont the 
matter is diiTerent: we must either have been 
the rabble or their lords: we were military, 
and we retain over the populace the same rank 
and spirit as our ancestors held over the sol- 
diery. But we are as prone to slavery as they 
were averse and reluctant. 

Under the best of princes we are children all 
our lives. Under the worse we are Infinitely more 
degraded than the wretches who. are reduced to 
their servitude by war, or even by crimes ; begging 
our master to take away from us the advantages 
of our education, and of our strength in mind 
and body. Is this picture overcharged 1 

Scdorntm. Not with bright colours certainly. 

Alfieri. What think you then if we are threat- 
ened with hell by those who take away earth 
from us, and scourge and imprison and torture usi 

Salomon. Hell is a very indifferent hospital for 
those who are thrust into it with broken bones. 
It is hard indeed if they who lame you, will not 
lot you limp. Indeed I do hear, signor Conte, 
that the churchmen call you an atheist and a 
leveller. 

Alfieri. So, during the plague at Milan, if a 
man walked upright in the midst of it, and with- 
out a sore about him, he was a devil or an 
anointer : it was a crime and a curse not to be 
infected. But, signor Salomon, a poet never 
can be an atheist, nor can a gentleman be a 
leveller. For my part, I would rather walk 
alone in a rugged path than with the many in a 
smoother. 

Salomon. Signor Conte, I have heard of level- 
lers, but I liave never seen one : all are disposed 
to level down, but nobody to level up. As fog 
nobility, there is none in Europe beside the Ve- 
netian. Nobility must be self-constituted and.| 
independent : the free alone are noble : slaveiy, 
like death, levels all. The English comes nearest 
to the Venetian ; they are independent, but want 
the main characteristic, the eelf-cmiatitvled. You 
have been in England, signor Conte, and can 
judge of them better than I can. 

Alfieri. England, as you know, is governed by 
Pitt, the most insidious of her demagogues, and 
the most hostile to Aristocracy. Jealous of power, 
and distrustful of the people that raised him to it, 
he enriches and attaches to him the commercial 
part of the nation by the most wasteful prodi- 
gality both in finance and war, and he loosens 
from the landed the chief proprietors by raising 
them to the peerage. Nearly a third of the lords 
have been created by him, and prove themselves 
devotedly his creatures. This Empusa puts his 
aas’s foot on the French, and his iron one on the 
English. He possesses not the advantage pos- 
sessed by insects, which, if they see but one inch 
before them, see that inch distinctly. He knows 
not that the machine which runs on so briskly, 
will fell to pieces the moment it stops. He will 
Indeed cany' his point in debasing the Aristo- 
cracy; but he will equally debase the people. 


Undivided pow;^.r he idll continue to eqloy; 
after his death, none wiU be able to aay from iiiar 
visible proof or appearance, koto pMens apBopk 
did he govern! He will have changed its ohatae- 
ter in all ranks and conditions. Alter this it is 
little to say that he will have exalted Its rival, 
who, without Ws interposition, would have sunk 
under distress and crime. Bat interposition wps 
necessary to his aggrandizement, enabling him to 
distribute in twenty years, if he should live so 
long/ more wealth among his friends and parti- 
sans, than has been squandered by the unooifc- 
trolled profhsion of*Frenoh monarohs, from the 
first Louis to the last. ^ 

Salomon. How happens it that E^land, riete 
and more powerful thw other states, should sUll 
contain fewer nobles 1 

A lJU'ri. The greater part of the English nobility 
has neither power nor title. Even ^ose who are 
noble by right of possession, the hereditary lords 
of manors with large estates attached to them, 
claim no titles at home or abroad. Hence in all 
foreign countries the English gentleman is placed 
below his rank, which naturally and necessarily is 
far higher than that of your slipshod «pounts gnd 
lottery-office marquises, whose gamekeepers idth 
their high plumes, edeked hats, aifd hilts of 
rapiers, have no other occupation than to stand 
behind the carriage, if the rotten plank will bear 
them: whose game is the wren and red-breast, 
and whose beat is across the market. 

Menestrier, who both as a Frenchman and as 
a Jesuit speaks contemptuously of English no- 
bility, admits the . gentlemen to this dignity. 
Their property, their information, their political 
influence, ^aud their moral character, place them 
beyond measure above the titularies of our ebun- 
tiy, be the rank what it may ; and it is a remark- 
able proof of moderation in some and of contemp- 
tuousness in others, that they do not openly elftim 
from their king, or assume without such inter- 
vention, the tities arising from landed wealth, 
which conciliate the^attention and civility of evesy 
class, and indeed of every individual, abroad. 

It is among those ^who stand between the peer- 
age and the people that there exists a greater 
mass of yi^tu(*( and of wisdom than in the rest of 
Europe. Much of their dignifieif simplicity may 
be attributed to the plainness of their religion, 
and, what will always be imitated, to the diseo- 
rouB life of their king : for whatever may be ^ 
defects of either, if we compare tfiem with others 
round us, they are excellent. 

Salimon. A young religion jumps upon the 
shoulders of an older one, and soon becomes like 
her, by mockery of her tricks, her cant, and her 
decrepitude. Meanwhile the old one shakes With 
indignation, and swears there is neither relation- 
ship nor likeness. Was there ever a religion^ in 
the world that was not the true religion, or was 
there ever a king that was not the best olt kings! 

Aljieri. In the latter case we must have arrived 
nigh perfection; since it is evident from tbo 
authority of the gravest men« theologians, prwr 
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ootpoiatio&B, uixi^enitieB, senates, 
etevy prince is better than his &ther, ''of 
Uwd memoiy, now wi^ God.** If they con- 
tfnno to rise Gras transcendently, earth in a little 
time will be incapable of holding them, and 
hJIglier heavens must be raised upon the highest 
mvens for their reception. Tim lumber of our 
Italian courts, thsTmost crazy part of which is 
that which rests upon a red cushion in a gilt 
chair, with stars and sheep and crosses dangling 
from It, must be approached as Artaxerxes and 
Domitian. These automatons, we are told never- 
thelea^ are very condescending. Poor fools who 
tell iA it ! ignorant that where on one side is con- 
descension, on the other side must be baseness. | 
The rascals have ruined my physiognomy. I wear 
an habitual sn^er upon my face ; God confound 
them for it ! ’ • 

Balmimn. This temper or constitution of mind 
I am afraid may do injury to your works. 

Alfari, Surely \iot to all: my satire at least 
must be the better for it. 

Salomon, I think differently. Ho satire can 
be excellent where displeasure is expressed with 
asrimonymnd veheihence. When satire ceases to 
smile it diould be mox^ontarily, and for the pur- 
pose of inculcating a moral. Juvenal is hardly 
more a satirist than Lucan : he is indeed a vigor- 
ous and bold declaim er, bulf he stamps too often, 
and splashes up too much filth. We Italians 
have no delicacy in wit ; we have indeed no con- 
ception of it ; we fancy we must be weak if we 
are not offensive. The scream of Pulcinello is 
imitated more easily than the masterly strokes of 
Plautus, or the sly insinuations of Catullus and 
of Flaccus. • 

Alfieri, We are the least witty of men because 
we are the most trifling. j 

Salomon. You would persuade me then that tw j 
be witty one must be grave : this is surely a con- 1 
tradiction. i 

Alfieri, I would persuade you only, that banter, j 
pun, and quibble, are the ptroperties of light men 
and shallow capacities ; that genuine humour and 
true wit require a sound and capacious mind; 
which is always a grave one. Contemptuousness 
is not incompatible with them : •worthless is that 
man who feels no contempt for the worthless, and 
weak who treats their emptiness as a thing of 
Weight. At first it may seem a paradox, but it is ’ 
perfectly tru^ that the gravest nations We been 
the wittiest ; and in those nations some of the 
gravest men. In England Swift and Addison, in 
Spain OeFvantes. Rabelais and La Fontaine are 
recorded by their countrymen to have been 
rtveura. Few men have been graver than Pascal ; 
frw have been wittier. 

Sahmon, It is indeed a remarkable thing that 
such should be the case among the modems : it 
does not appear to havebeen so among the ancients. 

Alfieri. 1 differ from you, M. Salomon. When 
m pfo. toward the Athenians, we find many 
warn writers, but few frMetious. Menander, if 
wn may Jud^ from his fragmenti^ had less 
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humour than Socrates. Quintilian says of De- 
mosthenes, "%on dispUcuiase illi jocos sed non 
contigisse.'* In this he was less fortunate than 
Phocion and Cicero. Facility in nuddng men 
smile gives a natural air to a great orator, and 
adds thereby much effect to what he says, pro- 
vided it come discreetly. It is in him somewhat 
like affability in a prince ; excellent if used with 
caution. Everyone must have perceived how 
frequently those are brought over by a touch of 
humour who have resisted the force of argument 
and entreaty. Cicero thought in this manner on 
wit. * Writing to his brother, he mentions a letter 
firom him " Aristophanico modo, valde mehercule 
et suavem et gravom.” Among the Romans, the 
gravest nation after the English, I think Cicero 
and Catullus were the wittiest. Cicero from his 
habits of life and studies must have been grave : 
Catullus we may believe to have been so, from 
his .being tender and impassioned in the more 
serious part of his poetry. 

Salomon, This is to me no proof ; for the most 
tender and impassioned of all poets is Shakspeare, 
who certainly was himself far removed from 
gravity, however mucp of it he imparted to some 
personages of his drama. 

Alfieri. That Shakspeare was gay and pleasur- 
able in conversation I can easily admit ; for there 
never was a mind at once so plastic and so pliant; 
but, without much gravity, could there have been 
that potency and comprehensiveness of thought, 
that depth of feeling, that creation of imperishable 
ideas, that sojourn in the souls of other men 1 He 
was amused in his workshop ; such was society. 
But when he left it, he meditated intensely 
upon those limbs and muscles on which he was 
about to bestow new action, grace, and majesty ; 
and so great an intensity of meditation must have 
strongly impressed his whole character. 

Salomon. You will however allow that we have 
no proof of gravity in Horace or Plautus. 

Alfieri. On the contrary, I think we have many. 
Horace, like all the pusillwimous, was malignant : 
like all courtiers, he yielded to the temper of his 
masters. His lighter touches wes i agreeable lest 
to his own nature than to the nature of Augustus 
and Mcemnas, both of them fond of Irifiing ; but 
in his Odea and his Diacouraea there is more of 
gravity than of gaiety. That he was libidinous is 
no proof that he was pljr fri, xor often such men 
are even melancholic. 

Plautus, rich in language, rich in reflection, 
rich in character, is oftener grave than could have 
suited the inclinations of a coarse and tumultuous 
populace. What but the strong bent of his nature 
could have moved him to it I The English display 
an equal share of facetiousness and q^^iaiour (as 
they call it) in their comedies. ' 

Salomon. I do not understand the distinction. 

Alfieri. Nor indeed is it well understood by 
many of their best authors. It is no uncommon 
thing to hear, " He haa hvmofur rather than wU,” 
Here the expression can only mean pleaaantry: 
for whoever has humour has wit, although it does- 
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iio^ follow that whoever has wit has humour. 
Humour is wit appertaining to fjharacter, and 
indulges in breadth of drollery rather than m play 
and brilliancy of point. Wit vibrates and spirts; 
humour springs up exuberantly as from a foun- 
tain, and runs on. In Congreve you wonder what 
he will say next : in Addison you repose on what 
Is said, listening with assured expectation of some- 
thing congenial and pertinent. The French have 
little humour because they have little character : 
they excel all nations in wit because of their levity 
and sharpness. The personages on their theatre 
are generic. 

Salomon, You do allow that they are facetious: 
from you no small concession. 

Alfifru This I do concede to them; and no 
person will accuse me of partiality in their favour. 
Not only are they witty, but when they discover 
a witty thing, they value it so highly that they 
reserve it for the noblest purposes, such as trage- 
dies, sermons, and fiineral orations. Whenever a 
king of theirs is inaugurated at Rheims, a string 
of witticisms is prepared for him during his whole 
reign, regularly as the civil list; regularly as 
menageries, oratories, orangeries, wife, confessor, | 
waterworks, fireworks, gardens, parks, forests* and - 
chases. Sometimes one is put into his mouth when | 
he is too empty, sometimes when he is too fiill ; ' 
but he always hath his due portion, take it when 
or how he may. A decent one, somewhat less 
indeed than that of their sovran, is reserved for the 
princes of the blood ; the greater part of which is 
nBu.ally packed up with their camp-equipage ; and 
T have seen a label to a hon Tnot, on which was 
written ** Brillant comme la Hponse de Henri IV. 
quand” . . . But the occasion had not been 
invented. 

We Italians sometimes fall into what, if you 
will not call it witticism, you may call the plasma 
of w'itticism, by mere mistake, and against our 
genius. A blunder, by its very stumbling, is often 
carried a little beyond whai- was aimed at, and falls 
upon something which, if it be not wit, is invested 
with its powers. 

Salomon. T hkve had opportunities to observe 
the obtuseness of the Tuscans in particular on 
these matters. Lately I lent my Moliere to a man 
of talents ; and when he returned the volumes, I 
asked him how he liked them : Per Bacco, he 
exclaimed, ** the names are very comical ; Sguana- 
relli and those others.” They who have no wit of 
their own, are ignorant of it when it occurs, mis- 
take it, and misapply It. A sailor found upon the 
shore a piece of amber ; he carried it home, and, 
as he was fond of fiddling, began to rub it across 
the strings of his violin. Tt would not answer. 
He then broke some pieces off, boiled them in 
blacking, and found to his surprise and disquiet 
that it gave no fresh lustre to the shoe-leather. 

What are you about 1” cried a messmate. 

Smell it, man ; it is amber.” “ The devil take 
it,” cried the finder, fended it was rosin;” 
and he threw it into the sea. We despise what 
we cannot use. 


Alfieri. Youriyobserlations on Italfen wH aft 
correct. Even our comedies are deelamtoiy : 
long speeches and inverted sentences overlay and 
stifle the elasticity of humour. The great Maehiar 
velli is, whatever M. de Voltaire may anaertto the 
contrary, a coarse comedian ; hardly better than 
the cardinal Bilcena, poison^ by the HoUneaa of 
our Lord Pope Leo for wearyiflg him with wli^ 
Salomon. His Holiness tookafterward a 
cup of the same brewery, and never had com- 
mitted the same offence, poor man) I should 

* ir Cardinal Bfbiena was poisoned by Leo, aa (U>ialCKa 
to whioh the profligacy of the pope gave riset the 
malignity of men reception, it should be rccot^ed in Jo^eo 
to his Holiness that he wished to protect the family. We 
find among the letters of Bemho a very boauti^l and 
energetic one written in the name of Leo to Fnsols 
relating to Bibiena. There Is somethipg not unsusplbloiia 
In the mode of expression, where he repeats that, although 
Bibiena thinks himself sure of dying, there appears to be 
no immediate danger ... if it should happen, ^e. 

“Cum Bernardus Bibiena cardtnalki aliquot Jam dies ex 
stomacho magitque timore quodam suoquammorH 

vi urgente, brevi se existimet moriturnm . . . Quanquam 
onim nihildum san^ video, quo quidem de fllius vitS dt 
omnino magnopere tlmendum. Si id accidat quod ipse 
suspieatur, tua in ilium munifioentia tuumqpf4:)rsBcIaru0& ' 
munus non statim neque unk cum Ipsius vita extinguatur, 
prffiaertint cum ei tam breve itemporis spatiudl illo Ipso 
tiio munere frui licuerit, iit ante amissum viderl possit 
qtiam quale quantunive fuerit percipf ab illo oognoscive 
potuerit ... Ut ipso, si feoriendum ei sit, &c.’* 

The Italians arc too credulous on poison, which at one 
period was almost a natural death among them. English- 
men were shocked at the confidence with which they ^ 
asserted it of two personages, who occupied in the world a 
rank and interest due to neither, and one of whom died in 
Engisind, the other in Elb%. 

The last words of the letter are ready to make us 
unbelievers of Leo’s guilt in this business. What exquisite 
language ! whkt expressions of zeal and sincerity ! 

• “ Quae quidem omnia non tam propterea oolligo, quod 
non illufl uniim existimem apud te plurimum valitunitn, 
tmorem scilicet erga ilium tuuro, itemque incredibilem 
ipsius in te cultnm, quod initio dixl, sed ut mlhi ipsi, qui 
id magnopere enplo, satisfaciam ; ne perfamiliari ao per- 
nec^sario ineo, mihique ehnrissimo ac suavisslmo atque 
in Omni vit» munoro probatissimo, mea benovolentia 
mensqne amor hoc oxtremo ejus vit» tempore, si boo ex- 
tremum erit, plane defuisse videatur." 

In the tenth book of these epistles there is one addressed 
to the Cardinal, by which the Church of Loretto is placed 
under his care, with every rank of friendship and partiality. 

“Bo tuft cnim #n ]([>ivnm pietate, in rem Tlomanam studio, 
in me an tern, cut quidem familiaique mess omnia pftne 
usque a puero stimmec cum integritatis et fidei, turn vero 
cur« atque diligentlae egregia atque prseolara officia prst- 
stltisti, perveteri observantia voluntnteque admonitua, 
nihil est rerum omnium quod tibi recte mr,ndari credique 
posse non existimem.” 

It is not in human nature that a man ever capable of 
these feelings toward anyone, should poison 4»im, when 
no powerful interest or deep revenge was to be gratified : 
the opinion, nevertheless, has prevailed; and it maybe 
attributed to a writer not altogether free from maUgnlty, 
a Boomer of popes and princes, and especially hostile to, 
the Medioean family. Paolo Giovio says that Bibiena Wat! 
poisoned in a fresh egg. The sixteenth century was tlie 
age of poison. Bibiena was poisoned, we may bdUleve; 
not however by Leo, who loved him as being bis piW» 
oeptor. Leo sent him into France to persuade Frand^ L 
to enter Into a league against the Turks. The okleot of 
this league was, to divert both him and Oharlet T. ijrogi 
Italy, knd to give the preponderating power in it to tte 
'.family of MedicL 
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liATe thought the opinion of Vq^taire less errone- prose and poetiy, of Voltaire. If the Fhrtnhnc 
ous On wit^ although it cames t»o weight ^nth it History is not so interesting as the more general 
on {Miotagr or harmony. one of Guicciaitiini, there is the same reason for 

It is absurd to argue with a French* it as there is that the BtUrachomyom^Uhia is not 
tnan on anything relating to either. The Spaniards so interesting as the Iliad, 
hate no palate, the Italians no scent, the French Salomon. Certainly no race of men upon earth 
no ear. Garlic and grease and the most nauseous ever was so unwarlike, so indifferent to national 
of pulse are the &vourite cheer <ff the ^Spaniard; dignity and to personal honour, as the Florentines 
the olfactory nerves of the Italian endure any- are now : yet in former days a certain pride, 
thing Vut odoriferous flowers and essences ; and arising from a resemblance in their government 
no sounds but soft ones offend the Frenchman. to that of Athens, excited a vivifying desire of 
Balommi, And yet several of the French prose- approximation, where no danger or loss accom- 
writers are more harmonious than the best of ours, panied it ; and Genius was no less confldent of 
AUpri, In the construction of their sentences his security than of his power. Look* from the 
they have obtained from study, what sensibility window. That cottage on the declivity was 
has denied them. Rousseau is an exception : he Bante's ; that square and large mansion, with a 
beside is the only musical composer that ever had circular garden before it elevated artificially, was 
a tolerable ear for prose. Muric is both sunshine the first scene of Boccaccio’s Decameron, A boy 
and imigation to the mind; but when it occupies might stand at an equal distance between them, 
and covers it too long, it debilitates and corrupts and break the windows of each with his sling, 
it. Sometimes I have absorbed music so totally. What idle fabricator of crazy systems will tell me 
that nothing was left of it in its own form : my that Climate is the creator of Genius ? The cli- 
-ear detained none of the notes, none of the mate of Austria is more regular and more tern- 
melody : they went into the heart immediately, perate than ours, which I am inclined to believe 
mingled with the spirit, and lost themselves is the most variable in the whole universe, sub- 
aiJIong th^fiperations of the fancy, whose finest ject, as you have perceived, to heavy fogs for two 
and most ^condite springs they put simultane- months in winter, and to a stifling heat, concon- 
ously and vigorously in motion. Rousseau kept trated within the hills, for five more. Yet, a 
It subordinate ; which must jjlways be done with single man of genius hath never appeared in the 
mnsic as well as with musicians. He excels all whole extent of Austria, an extent several thou- 
the modems in the harmony of his periods. sand times greater than our city ; and this very 

Salomon, I have hoard it reported that you street has given birth to fifty, 
firefer Pascal. Alfieri. Since the destruction of the republic, 

Alfieri. Certainly on the whole I consider him Florence has produced only one great man, Gali- 
the most perfect of writers. * leo, and abandoned him to every indignity that 

Salorwm, Many other of the French theologians fanaticism and despotism could invent. Extra- 
are said to be highly eloquent : but fheology is ordinary men, like the stones that are formed in 
without attraction for me, so that I am ignorant |•the higher regions of the air, fall upon the earth 
•of their merit. only to be broken and cast into the furnace. 

A Ijieri. How deplorable, that whatever is ex- The precursor of Newton lived in the deserts of 
cellent in modem style, should, with hardly any the moral world, drank water, and ate locusts and 
deduction, be displayed by Fanaticism ! I am wild honey. It was fortunate that his head also 
little more interested by the contentions of Fene- was not lopped off : had a singer asked it, instead 
Ion and Bossuet than I am ^y the Cristo Bianco of a dancer, it would have been, 
and Cristo Hero of the Neapolitan rabble . . two Salomon. In fact it wa>' ; for fruits of it 
processional idols, you must know, which are were shaken down and thrown away : he was for- 
regularly carried home with broken heads. bidden to publish the most important of his dis- 

Sedomon, I dare not hazard a wf*r<f upon these coverios, and the better part of his manuscripts 
worthies. You, who had a Catholic father and was burnt after his death, 

whose blood is truly Christian, may ridicule them A Ifieri. Yes, signor Sa t .''B:ion, thor,e things may 
with impunity : the people who would laugh with rather be called our heads than this knob above 
you, would Bto»e me. Our incurable diarrhoea of the shoulder, of which (as matters stand) we are 
words should not Always make you take the other rather the porters than the proprietors, and which 
side of thc^road. Machiavelli is admirable for is really the joint concern of J[)arber and dentist, 
precision of style, no less than for acuteness of Salomon. Our thoughts, if they may not rest 
argument and depth of thought. Guicciardini, at home, may wander freely. Delighting in the 
ifl^is sentences were properly stopped, would be remoter glories of my native city, I forget at times 
found in general both full and concise, whatever its humiiiatior and ignominy. A town so little 
may be asserted to the contrary by the fastidious that the voice of a cabbage-girl in the midst of it 
and inattentivtAi may be heard at the extremities, reared within 

.4 J/Seri. 1 have often thought the same. As for three centuries a greater number of citizens illus- 
Maohiiavelli, I would rather have written his Dis- trious for their genius, than all the remainder ol 
ooufssf qWytlie fird Decade of Livivs (in which the Continent (excepting her sister Athens) in six 
is amiss but the title) than all the volumes, thousand years. My ignorance of the Greek for • 
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bids me to compare oiir Dante with TTotncr, The 
propriety and force of language and the harmony 
of verse in the glorious Grecian alfe quite lost to 
me. Dante had not only to compose a poem, but 
in great part a language. Fantastical as the plan 
of his poem is, and, I will add, uninteresting and 
vniiiviting , unimportant, mean, contemptible, as 
aape nine-tenths of his characters and his details, 
and wearisome as is the scheme of his versifica- 
tion ; there are more thoughts highly poetical, 
there is more reflection, and the nobler proper- 
ties of mind and inteller^t are brought into more 
intense action, not only than in the whole course 
of French poetiy, but also in the whole of Conti- 
nental : nor do I think (T must here also speak 
with hesitation) that any one drama of Shak- 
speare contains so many. Bmile as you will, 
signor Conte : what must I think of a city where 
Miohel-Angelo, Fratc Bartolomeo, Ghiberti (who 
formed them), Guicciardini, and Machiavelli, 
were secondary men 1 And certainly such were 
they, if we compare them with Galileo and Boc- 
cacio and Dante. 

A}fM. 1 smiled firom pure delight, which I 
rarely do : for 1 take an interest deep and vita.1 in 
such men, and in those who appreciate them 
lightly and praise them unreservedly. These are 
my fellow-citizens : I acknowledge no other : we 
are of the same tribe, of the same household : T 
bow to them as being older than myself, and I 
love them as being better. 

Salomon. Let us hope that our Italy is not yet 
eflTefe. Pilan.gieri died but lately: what think 
you of him 1 

If it were possible that T could ever see 
his statue in a square, at Constantinople, though I 
should he scourged for an idolater, I would kiss 
the pedestal. As this, however, is less likely than 
that I should snfler for writing satirically, and 
as criticism is less likely to mislead me than 
speculation, I will revert to our former subject. 

Indignation and contempt may he expressed in 
other poems than such as are usually called 
satires. Filicaia, in his celebrated address to 
Italy, steers a middle course. 

Salomon. True, he is neither indignant nor 
contemptuous : but the verses of Michel- Angelo 
would serve rather for an example, added to which 
they are much bettor. 

Alpri. In fact the former part of Filicaia's is 
verbose and confused : let ns analyse them. 

“Itnlin, Italia, o tii cu! die' la sorte 
Dono infi'llce <11 bollpzzn, onde hai 
Punpsta d’ InQtifti guai, 

Che in fronte scritti per gran dofflla portl." 

Fate gives the and this gift gives the dowry, 
which dowry consists of infinite griefs, and these 
griefs Italy carries written on her brow, through 
great sorrouit 

** Deb, foati tu men bella o almen piu forte ! ** 


persuade us that verbal critlelsiii is nnfidv; 
that few poems t»n resist it. The truth ^ 
latter assertion by no means establishes the 
former : all good criticism hath its foundation on 
verbal. Long dissertations are often denominated 
criticisms, without one analysis ; instead whieb 
it is thought enough to say; "There is nothing 
finer in our latfguage ... we can safely recom 
mend . . . imbued with the tme spirit . . . desfined 
to immortality, hoof 

A perfect piece of criticism mnst exhibit whm 
a work is good or bad ; why it is good or bad j in 
what degree it is good or bad ; must also demon* 
strate in what manner and to what extexri the 
same ideas or reflections have come to'othera, and, 
if they be clothed in poetry, why, by an appa- 
rently slight variation, what in one author is 
mediocrity, in another is excellence. I have never 
seen a critic of Florence or ft«a or Milan or 
Bologna, who did not commend and admire the 
sonnet of Cassiani on the rape of Proserpine, 
without a suspicion of its m'anifold and grave 
defects. Pew sonnets are indeed so good ; but if 
we examine it ;ittentively, we shall discover Its 
flaws and patches. 

“ Die’ un alto striclo, glttO i fiorl, e vonSk*** *• 

Air iinpn)v!wi mano c\;e la eime, ^ 

Tutta in ae per la tema onde fit eoUa , 

La Sieiliana vergine si strinse.** 

The ha7id is inadequate to embrace a body : strinse^ 

I which comes after, would have done better : and 
I the two last verses tell only what thetwoflirsthad 
told, and feebly; nothing can be more so than* 
the tema onde fu coUa, 

“ T1 iiero dio la cald’a bocca involta 
I>' ispido pelo a ingordo bacio spinae. 

K di s^igla fuHgin con la folta 
Hai'ba rebuniea goln e il ten le time.** 

Does not this describe the devils of our carnival, 
j'Tather than Ihe majestic brother of Jupiter, at 
I whose side upon a.sphodel and amaranth the sweet 
Persephone site pensively contented, in that deep 
motionless qxi\ct which mortals pity and which the 
gods enjoy ; rather tli^an him who, under the um- 
brage of Elysium, gazes at once upon all the 
beauties that on earth were separated; Helena 
and Erijdiyle, Polyxena and Hennione, Deidamia 
and Deianirac ^leda and Omphale, Atalanta and 
Cydippe, Laodamia with her arm round the neck 
of a fond youth whom she still seems afraid of 
losing, and, apart, the daughters of Nioba clinging 
to their parent. ^ 

Salomon. Tliose images are better than saiues; 
but continue, in piefereuce to other thoughts Oi 
pursuits, the noble career you have eiftered. Be 
contented, signor Conte, with the glory ol oui 
first great dramatist, and neglect altogether any 

** Dov’ 6, Italift, il tu » braccio ? e a cbe ti nrvi 
Tu delV altrul ? Non k, rc io soorgo 11 tann 
Di chi ti ofTende il difensnr men feiu*. 


Men and almen sound wretchedly; he might 
have written oppur *. There are those who would 

There is another sonnet of Filioafa (o Italy, remark- 
four Identity of sound In four oorrespondent clo<«o. 


Ambl nemici wmo : umbi fur tervU 
Oosi dunque 1' onor, cosl emtervi 
Oli ttvanzi tu del gloiioso Imperot 
Cnsl al valor, cosl al valo^ primlevo 
•i(CIm) a te fede giurO) la fede OMrerel f " 
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i,:u(ferior one. Why vex idriA^ptyourselfaboui j Intelligences, who act in immediate subordination 
ilw French ? They buzz and are troublesome j to the AlmigJ^ty. Yee^ 1 assert it, without flat- 
while they are swarming ; but the master will teiy and without fear, the Angels are not higher 
soon hive them. Is the whole nation worth the above mortals, than you are above the proudest 
woi^ of your tragedies 1 All the present race of that trample on them. 

iheip; all the creatures in the world which excite AlJUri, I believe, sir, you were the first in 
your indignation, wUl lie in the grave, while commending my tragedies. 

S ung and old are* clapping their hands or beat- Salomon. He who first praises a good book 
j lieir bosoms at your Brvto Primo. Consider becomingly, is next in merit to the author, 
also that kings and emperors should in your AJJieri. As a writer iind as a man I know my 
estimation be but as grasshoppers and beetles : station : if I found in the world five equal M 
let them consume a few blades of your clover, myself, I would walk out of .t, not to be jostled 
without molesting them, without bringing them I must row, signor Salomon, take my leave o 
to aawl 014 you and claw you. The diflTerence you; for his Eminence my coachman and their 
between them and men of genius is almost as Excellencies my horses are waiting, 
great as between men of genius and those higher 


JOHNSON AND TOOKE. 

SECOND CONVERSATION. 

Tooke. I am lying in my form, a poor timid | Johmort. Traitors must first have been drawn 
hare, and turning my eyes back on the field I have ^ to the place of punishment, 
gone through : has not Doctor Johnson a long Toohe. True ; and hence a vulgar error in the 
l^h to with! learned. A sportsman will tell you that a hare la 

Johnson. Take your own oourse. when its entrails are taken out. The traitor 

Toohe.^x^ec.i then ^a circuitous and dodging j was drawn, surely enough, to the block or gallows ; 
one. Our hospitable friend, by inviting me so , but the law always states its sentences clearly, 
soon again to meef< you, prflvcs to me his high although its provisions and enactments not so. 
opinion of your toleration and endurance. I The things to be snftered come in due order. 

Johnson. Sir, wo can endure those who bring i Here the criminal is first hanged, then drawn, 
us information and are unwilling to obtrude it. i then bis body is cut into quarters. 

Tookc. I can promise the latter only. We are ' Johnson. I believe you may be right' You 
two somnambulists who ba'v;^ awakened each other have not answered me whetber you come sup- 
by meeting. Let us return to our old quarters, , plied with your instruments of torture, your 
and pick up words, as before, now our eyes arc open, grammatical questions. 

Johnson. Is your coat-sleeve well famished with^ Toohe. I have many of these in my memoiy, 
little slips and scraps, as it was when we met last ? * and some on the back of a letter. Permit me 
Toohe. I am much afraid that I may have for-*, first to ask whether we can say, I had hear ? 
gotten what I then brought forward ; and if by | Johnson. You mean to say heard. 

cliance I should occasionally make the same | Toohe. ; I mean the words 1 had hear. 

remark over again on the same word, I must be- Johnsaa. Why ask me so idle a question 1 

speak your indulgence and ^lardon. j Toohe. Becanse I find in the eighth chapter of 

Johnson. I wish, sir, you had not bowed to me j lumelas, I rather hear thee dispute.” The 
in that manner when you spoke your last words; | intervention of rathr can not mafc^* it more or less 
such an act of courtesy brings all the young ladies I proper. 

about us. They can not be muq^ jnterested by | Johnson. Sir, you are right. I hope you do not 
our conversation. i very often find such inaccuncies in my writings. 

Toohe. That must entirely depend on you. j Can you point out another ? 

But as our language, like the Greek, the Latin,! Toohe. I should do it with less pleasure than 
and the French, may be purified and perfected by | ease,,; and I doubt whether there is one in fifty 
the ladies, I tfope you will interest them in the ^ page^;: which is indeed no moderate concession, 
discussion, to which this evening I bring only ! no ordinary praise : for we English are less atten- 
slight maUbrials. I tive to correctness and purity of style than any 

You ftown on them. Doctor ! but you would not | other nation, ancient or modern, that ever pre- 
urive them away ; and they know it. They fear tended to elegance or erudition, 
jour frown no more than the sparrows and linnets, Johnson. Sir, you have reason on your side. 

U old times, feared the scythe and other imple- Tooh. In having Doc. tor Johnson with me. 

ments of the garden-god. Johnson. I have observed the truth of what you 

* Hanged, i^wn, and quartered.’ Such is the say, and I wonder I never have published my 
•«qnen^ of words employed in the sentence on remark. 

ttaitors. Toch'. Permit me, my dear sir, to partake ef 

JahnMm. And, sir, are yon here to remar]^ iti your wonder on this subject ; you have exeitad 
Ihoikk It mrofl so; and not without the need, mine on so many. But since you authorise 
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iddood •& ittitttioe ef your incorreetnees^ Ibr 
irliich I might to >*e oelebhited vofing the great 
difooTererB ... 

Johnson, Ko flattery; sir! no distortion of body I 
stand upright and sp^ out. 

Tooke, The second paragraph in JRatteiaf is 
this : ** HftRselAa was the fbuiih son of the mighty 
Bmperor in whose dominions the father of waters 
begins his course ; whose bounty, Ac.** Now tohose 
must grammatically appertain to ^the mighty Em- 
peror.” But we soon discoyer by the context that 
it belongs to ** the father of waterB.** ^ 

Johnson. I am afraid you are correct. 

TooJcs. My dear sir ! let us nerer be afraid of 
any man’s possessing this adyantage, but always 
of his haying fraud and falsehood. Season will 
come over to our side if we pay her due respect 
when we find her on the side of an adversary. 
But I am not yours : let her sit between us, and 
let us enjoy her smileB and court her approbation. 

Johnson {ande). Strange man! it is difficult to 
think him half so wick^ as he is. But 1 am 
inclined to belieye that we may be maryellously 
infatuated by a mountebank’s ciyility. 

Tooke. Doctor, if your soliloquy is terminated, 
as your turning round to me again seenois to indi- 
cate, may I ask whether the Nile is legitimately 
the lather of waters 1 The Ocean seems to possess 
a prio^ right : and the Eridanus has enjoyed the 
prescK^tive title, King of JRivers, from collecting 
a greater number of streams than any known 
among the ancients. But the Nile, as fiir as the 
ancients knew^, collected none. 

Johnson. Insufibrably captious. 

Tooke. The captious are never insufiferable where 
nothing is to be caught Let us set others right 
as often as we can, without hurting them or our^ 
selves. If this is to be done in either, the setting 
right is an exponsi^^e process. 

Johnson. Begin, sir. 

Tooke. We will begin our amicable engagement 
in the same manner as hostilities in the field are 
usually begun. A few straggling troops fire away 
first, from hedges and bushes. As far indeed as I am 
concerned, thorft will be no order throughout the 
^vholc, from first to last. Whatever the part of 
speech may be, it protends to the advantages of no 
lineal descent, and claims no right of appointing a 
successor. As we appeal to the I^man laws in gram- 
mar rather than to the custom of the land : pray 
why are not “resistance,” and “attendance,” 
spelt with e, like “ residence” and “ permanence,” 
all proceeding from particles of the same form, 
“ resistms,” “ attendens,” “ residens,” “ perma- 
" nens 1 ” We write “ correspondent,” “ student,” 
“penitent,” “resident,” yet we always find 
“ assistant.” 

Johnsim. This, like most irregularities, arisM 
from inattention and slovenliness, not from igno- 
rance or perverseness. Is it not also strange that 
won should be the preterite of winl when “ 

> the preterite of “begin.” 

Tooke, Strange indeed. Ben Jonson uses 
. n his comedy of Kvery Man in his Humour, 


So, if we write saii vaipaid, why not tikad 
praid f If we write laid why not aJUM Mm 
deMd f Now for a substantive or two^ Sontl 
properly writes “begger.” Waller, in the sme 
age, “ vegetols,” which I think is preferable to 
“vegeta6i«r.” There is a reason why the word 
" eatables’* js better spelt as at present. We wmM 
" conindictive'* for the person, Is w^ as “ OQfldftr 
duiinf*tor the thing. We had it and have lest 
it, while we see other old words bremght Into use 
again •very indiscreetly. Among the rest the 
word wend. There is no need of ft, tmlese In 
poefety. In certain new hooks we f^d wenasd. 
There is properly no such word : Spensof has 
coined it unlawfrilly. Went is the preterite of 
loend, as lent of lend, spent of spend, Sent of hsend. 
These are among the few verbs which do not pos- 
sess two forms of the preterite ; tiie one ending in 
ed, the other in t ; aa pass, passed, past; ceases, 
ceased, ceast. There can be no such word Sb 
“ psss’ef,” “ ceas’d,” though we find them printed. 
We write, “I talked, I walked, I marched,” hut 
such words never existed, for these words never 
were pronounced, and the others never could be. 
Writing is but the sign of speech ; aw* mch writ- 
ing is a false signal. No, ^ word ought to be so 
written that it can not be pronounced ; but when- 
we have the same word before us written plainly, 
it is a strange perversion to reject the commodious 
spelling. It is as improper to write aUedge or 
aijridge (abrege) as coUedge or knowledge. KerddM 
also is wrongly spelt : it has nothing to do wita 
“ chief.” Milton writes in the Penseroso 

** Kercheft in k comely cloud." 

We, in imit^btion of the French, say, “ten Ernies as 
high / the Italians “ ten twnuT (died volte) ; the 
Romans and Greeks expressed it by the simple 
r*dverb. Highth has nothing to do with time: 
here is an ellipsis, “ ten times told.” I now pro- 
ceed to a favourite word of yours, which is wrongly 
spelt : aUegianee. In its present form it appears 
to come from allege, qj* (as we write it) aUedge ; 
whereas it comes from liege, and should be s]^t 
“alliegcance.” 

Johnson. Yqu have asked me many questiona ; 
let me ask yop qpe. What think you of calling a 
female MTiter an author, in which the terminating 
syllable expresses the noun masculine I 

Tooke. Since we in English have no nouns 
masculine by declension, I see no reason why wn 
should not extend the privileges of those we adopt 
a queen may be called a governor, and a god 
mother a sponsor : I wish we had authority fr» 
terminating the words in as we have for writing 
others which usually end in or. As our Eugjiisl 
terminations in few words designate the genders 
I should not hesitate. 

Johnson. Do you hesitate at anything) 

Tooke. At di^ring in opinion from a 

Johnson. Superior ! do you admit saperijoraf 

Tooke. I donot admitt^taduoalcoroneisiuil 
constitute one, nor that men can make g^tUm 
whom Qod has made little : the aitsoipt is feoEah 
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pd iiapidui. But vl^ver ,lias improved by who wrote m easily as we write at present Tka 
iHdiastty the talents Me Maker has bmtowed on only poetry «l can bring to memory wtdeli la 
him, to a greater amount than I have done, is my perfectly such ki regard to language as might be 
•up^or. If brighter wit. if aouter Judgment, if written at the present dhy, ia I^ers 
mere creadve genius, are allotted him, 1 reverence ** i must not gMere my k>y», whose eyw should reed 
dn his person a greater I am, and believe that Linsk of delight, a©.** 

Almighty God has granted mebthe ^ght of him Tooke. Permit me to return with you to the 
and conversation with him, that 1 may feel at verbs. To lead ia led in the preterite, so should 
once my own wants and my own powers : that 1 read be red. We have wisely curtailed the final e, 
may be at once humble and grateful. and may just as wisely curtail the unnecessary 

Jb/inson, You? youl • reduplication of d: for nobody can mistake in 

TooJbe (hows ), Accept the sign of both, however any sentence the verb for the a^’ective. In such 
inadequate the expression. words as amerced, coerced, &;c., the abbreviatom 

' JthnsorU This is really stooping to conquer. I of the last and present age usually omit the e; 
was wrong and rude. I will not offend so again, but the earlier wrote amerst, coerst, to designate 
To<^, I am encouraged to pursue my inquiries, that one syllable was added unnecessarily. I have 
Wbat do you think of horse^odmother and horso- seen letters from the historian Hume, in which 
kmghP he constantly writes talkt, remarkt, lamskt, cuikt, 

/oAnson. Expressions of coarseness. The Greeks, In his printed works the compositor and pub^ 
instead of horse, employed ox. Bovmastos, the Usher would never permit it. 
hmruistus of Vir^’s Georgies, is a large species of Johnson. What improvement, in style or any- 
grape : Ixmpais is our hooby. * thing else, can bo expected from a free-thinker 1 

ToohSi Very true. Doctor ! but may I whisper Tooke, Among a thousand deteriorations I 
in your ear my suspicion that the horse has nothing remember but one improvement in writing sinoe 
to do withwthe godmother or the laugh. Indeed my ohildhood. 

I believ^ no animal j;ia6 less the appearance of Johnson. What is thatl 

laughter, or is less liable to those outward and Toohe, Of late I have remarked that the gene- 

visible signs of sickness which sometimes are rality of authors no longer write every substantive 
attributed to him in the eSmparison, ** Sick as a with a capital letter. 

horse.’* The godmother of the personage I whis- Johnson. It makes an unseemly appearance In 
pered to you may readily be imagined a veiy the type. 

coarse and IndeUcate one ; her laughber suitable Toohe. The unseemliness is not equal to the 
to her character ; and her house by no means absurdity ; nor does it matter whether this letter 
salubrious : and horse is designated by the pos- or that letter be pretty in its form, or whether it 
sessive a. as in Saint Clement’s, Saint Paul’s. vault with its head above the snrfiioe, or dive with 
Johnson, I have been looking into a ibw old its feet under, 
authors for their modes of spelling ; and remem^ Johnson. I see indeed no reason why we should 
bering the better one of writing and the many employ the capital letter in the middle of the sen* 

* instances where, by being spelt with a double f, tence, unless in proper names, in the names of 
it might easily be mistaken for the a^i^ective ; I people and countries, in the months, the days, and 
took the trouble to write them down. There was in the appellations and attributes of ihe Deity, 
indeed' an age in our literature when such confb- Toohe. The French, if I may venture an opi- 
slon was thought a beautyt Sir Philip Sidnqy, in nion, are more elegant than we are in their ifsage, 
the best of his poems, says when they curtail the number of f apitals. 

« Now be mi ; yet still believe me, Ao.** Johnson. Tbe wretches do nofrrite oven Dim 

' with one ! 

Toohe. No doubt they are vexy wretched in this 
oversight : but perhaps they believe that God is 
hardly to be made greater a great letter. 

Johnson. This is scofiing : I scorn to answer it. 
And pray, sir, in your reviling, what would you 
do with Angds and Sirens ? 

Toohe. Unquestionably. But perhaps the Toohe. As they happen to be present, pray ask 
.amed tihthor had Sir P. Sidney in his eye, and of themselves what I should do wHh them, and 
was not undelighted with the pleasurable vices of assure them I am all compliance, 
poetry in such company. Lady to aTwther. The impudent creature I Did 

Johnson. We need not poke into holes nor pry you ever hear the likel 
into oomers for old expressions or old modes of Lady in answer. How should I? I am married, 

spelling. They lie open, on a wide field, in fhll Johnson, If you terminate your preterites and 

sunshine. Cowley always writes the preterites participles in e$t instead of etsed, which you may 
and portl^pleB extmguisht, possest, disperst, refresht, do, as there is no innovation in it, you must, to 
nourisht, stopt, knookt, dreamt, burnt, umrpt, reaeht. be consistent, spell several of those ending in sd 
Daniel and Drayton, among the poets ; Wfl>ller, without the e, as improdd. 

€leavelan^ and Cowley, in prose; are the first To(Ae. Certainly some others; not those; for 

oS 


In another poem of a later author I find 
* L^e still, fiweet maid, and wait the Almigbty will 
Then rise unchanged and be an angel stUi, 

How much better would these verses be if the first 
ords were 

^ Rest here, sweet maid." 
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the rowel gives here the grave sound which the 
syllable requires. Nejjligent and. thoughtless 
writers have done it; so they have even in 
amerced, coerced. But if they take away a letter 
where it is wanted, they put one where it is not ; 
and we continue in this extravagance when wc 
write worshi/>/>ers ” and counse^/ors,” for which 
we have less pica than our predecessors, who 
wrote ** worshi^V'^’’’ " counseUZ.” 

Johnson. Altliougli T agree with you on many 
points, after reileeting hpon the matter, I cannot 
give my assent to the Anglicising of Greek 
plurals, such as phenoimtoi, scholia, encomia. How 
would you manage some Latin ones! such for 
ins tan (jc as genii. 

Tool'c. We must retain the plural genii when 
wc refer to the imaginary beings of Oriental fable ; 
that there may be a distinction between these and 
such real and solid ones as Doctor Johnson, 
which, according to our idiom and custom, we 
call geniuses. If you insist on retaining the ter- 
minations of Greek nouns, then. Doctor, the 
pleasing task must devolve on you of teaching 
ladies the Greek grammar. But if they do 
not accept the plurals of other languages, why 
should they of thia 'l They say sigmyrs, and not 
signori. 

Now we find ourselves dropped suddenly on 
designations in society, is it not wonderful that 
wc should apply to the clergy two names so ex- 
tremely dillbrcut, in their import as the dm we and 
the cloth. Amoug the well-dressed gentlemen we 
may have happened to* meet in society, I doubt 
whether a single one would be contented to be 
called a piece of habcrdasheiy ; andas foradimit;, 
the young lady yonder, I mean the tall and 
slender one, with soft, dark, pensive eyes, and 
eye brows not too arched nor too definite, is in- 
comparably more one to my fancy than his 
Grace ibc Archbishop of Canterbury. 

Johnson. I do not see nor heed the girl. 

Tookc. If you could do the one without the 
other, you would have more philosophy than our 
discourse requires. 

Johnson. My' worthy sir ! I do request you will 
be somewhat more circumspect in your obser- 
vations. 

Tookc. Many thanks, Doctor ! some of them for 
the advice, and others for two suggestions. Worth 
and uorthg arc subjected to the same construc- 
tion. 1 Avould say, for distinction-sake, wotih 
any price," and worthy of my esteem.” The 
oJ\ Avhich is now omitted after worthu. would be 
only as wrongly abided after irorth. The other day 
"'rMpived a letter from a pe^-son who really can 
read >nd write rather better than you would 
suppose, iJ^d I found in it marquess mstead of 
marquis. 

JoJui9<^‘ Sir, the word marquess will be a very 
proper tel'U for nmrquis w^henever, by some mi- 
raculous pover, he becomes his own wife. I won- 
der that no ^itcr of common sense has remarked 
mar^Mes^for the lady is better than march- 
My reason is plain enough : it is more 


proper to assimilate it \o its native Fraiioh tlup 
to barbarous Latin : neither the French nor the 
Italian authorise the form of marckionm, 

Tooke. Would not drcumspectm be a better 
form than circumspect? as corresponding with 
prospective and retrospective ? » 

Johnson.^ It woald. I can not but think that SO 
irregular a locution was at fiHrst occasioned by 
abbreviation in manuscripts : dreumspeet would 
otherwise be a substantive, like prospect and retro- 
8p<xt. How why do you not draw up into a regular 
and orderly composition these remarks! 

Ti>oke. Even if the thing were worth it, I would 
never take the trouble, well knowing how finpa- 
tient an English public is of any changes for the 
better. And yet by some unaccountable cbanoei, 
we have latterly made one improvement in OUT 
language, amoug infinite defcoriotations. 

Johnson. What is it ! 

Tooke. The restoration of that or which, in cases 
of need. The omission is peculiarly observable 
among the dramatists ; the later follow the older 
and limp awkwardly in the rear. Addison and 
Rowe for instance, 

“ I would not hoar a word 
Should lessen thoo in my esteem." 

And, * 

* Curse on the innovating hand attempts it." 

Custom can nevef make English of thi% be- 
cause it never can make sense of it. In fact^ the 
relative should only be omitted where a pronoun 
is concerned. On the other hand, the insertion 
of it, where it can be well avoided, is among the 
principal blemishes ofcordinary writers. In most 
places I would eradicate this sUfi^ hard, thrifUess 
plantain which overruns our literature. 

Johnson. At some time, I doubt not, these 
(fiiservations will be carefully collected and duly 
Estimated. 

Tooke. The Sibylline leaves, which contain the 
changes of an empire, as these do of a language, 
were disconnected and loose. The great difference 
is, that, although miie may be refused at their 
value, a light breath will not scatter and confuse 
them, blow it whence it may. 

Johnson. Your former conversation has made 
me think repeatedly what a number of beautiful 
words there are of wl^p^ we never think of esti- 
mating the value, as tfcere are of blessings. How 
carelessly, forexam|fiS|^^‘8D we (not we, but people) 
say, " I am delight^ to hear frgm you.’* No 
other language lias t^is beautiful expression, 
which, like some of the most lovely, flowers, lose 
its. charms for want of close inspectionf When 1 
consider the deep sense of these very simple ant 
very common words, I seem to hear a voice coming 
from afar through the air, breathed forth, and 
entrusted to the care of the elements, for the 
nurture of my sympathy. 

Tooke. Since we are become a learned nation, 
not only tbe words we have oast aside, but also 
those we have substituted in the place of 
them, are mostly injudicious; and such others 
as we have taken the trouble to conatruot are 
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pnskilfut botches. What thiiik«yott of the word 
which doubtless some sckntifie man 
brought into the world 1 
J^naon. What should I think about it? 

Toohe. That it is umcieTUific. Now ^ comes 
from jmgert anti means mahing. Prolific is 
tiMking a progeny: scieiifijic^ is not making a 
science, but adding to the improvement or ad> 
vancement of one already made. 

Thete are other forms so long and so well 
established in the mind, that we woultf hardly 
alter them if we could. For instance, eve and 
evening are the same : so are morn and morn- ■ 
Christmas eve is the evening or (largely ! 
used) the day before Christmas. Yet we should i 
be stared at if we said Monday evening or eve^ 
meaning Tuesday. Nevertheless, if we were 
always bound by strict analogy, we should speak 
so. I would be guided by analogy no farther than • 
where I am in danger of being led into ambi- 
guities by neglc(?ting it. A man would be stared 
at who should call tfiis morning, to-morrow. 

Among the phrases lately brought back again 
into use, is the very idle and inefficient ever and 
vt/fwm. ahjs^apparition at once so grave and so 
shadowj^makes an un|eemly figure in the frippery 
and tinsel of a circulating library. 

Johnson. I wonder that expression was ever 
formed ; and that having been formed, it was not 
tmon exposed and left to perish. 

Toohe. But the oddest expression in our lan- 
guage is many a one. The JLtalians have tvUi e 
tre: for all three, all and three,” tvUi e qujair 
tro, &c. • 

Johnson. We have also a strange expression in 
never for ru>; thus, ne'er a one of thSm.'* 

Toohe. Ne'er in this instance has no reference 
to time, but properly to person : ne'er here is an 
awkward contraction of nowhere. This is intelfl- 
gible to all, however few at first sight may be able 
to account for it. Ambiguity is worse than stilf- 
but stifiheSB is bad enough, and much more 
common. Nothing of thiS kind in our authors is 
frequenter than the subjunctive : if it he, unless 
it he which ought never to be used where the 
doubt is not very strong : for it should be a very 
strong doubt to supplant idiom. • Ohr best writers 
use who and whom, only in speaking of intellec- 
tual beings. We do not properly say ths tree who, 
the horse who; in fable however it would be right; 
for there they reason and speak. 

Johnson. The French and other moderns, I 
oelieve, ^ever omit those words of theirs whereby 
they express the relative which or theU. 

Toohe. So we are taught, and in regard to the 
Eifench, truly. Dut in the best of the Italian 
writers, chs is omitted. Machiavelli, whom you 
will allow me to quote where politics sit idle, has 
omitted it twice in one sentence. ^'Monstrale 
rumore le porti, dicale il bene le uvoi.” Manr 
drag. 4. " I am happy to find from the letter 

S m wrote me, that you enjoy good health.” 

ere that is omitted rightly after letter, which 
it eonld not well be between the words me 


' and you.. Iffie rqjeotion of it in the proper plaoi 
I is a cause of pecuUar elegance ; for it bears heavily 
on our language. The Bomans were fortunate to 
avoid it by means of the* infinitive of their verbs ; 
and perhaps more fortunate still in having so 
many words to express but, another sad stumbling* ' 
block to us. Our language is much deformed by 
the necessity of its recurrence ; and I know not 
any author who has tiiken great pains to avoid it 
where he could. 

Johnson. Nothing is right with you: in lan- 
guage as in government we yield to Greeks and 
Homans. One would imagine that Addison, a 
Whig, might please you. 

Toohe. Doctor, I never ask or consider or care 
of what party is a good man or a good writer. I 
have always been an admirer of Addison, and the 
ofbener I read him, I mean his prose, the more he 
pleases me. Perhaps it is not so much his style, 
which however is easy and graceful and harmo- 
nious, as the sweet temperature of thought in 
which we always find him, and the attractive 
countenance, if you will allow me the expression, 
with which he meets me upon every occasion. It 
is very remarkable, and therefore I stopped to 
notice it, that not only what little strength he 
had, but even all his grace and ease, forsake him 
when he ventures into poetry : he is even coarse . 
and abject, and copies the grammatical faults of 
his predecessors, without copying anything else 
of their manner, good or bad. Were I inclined 
to retaliate on you, my good Doctor Johnson, I 
might come against you in the rear of others, and 
throw my stone at you on the side of Gray ; 
and where you would least expect it, for indul- 
gence. Prejudiced or unprejudiced against him, 

I wonder you did not catch at the beard of his 
bard streaming like a meteor. He did not take 
the idea from the Moses of Michel- Angelo, nor 
from the Padre Etemo of Hafiael in his Vision of 
Ezekiel, but from the Hvdibras of Butler. 

* This hairy meteor did denounce 
The fall of sweptreB and of crowns,*’ 

Hero we have the very words. 

I Until you pointed out to me iuy partiality for 
! the Greeks and Homans, I never h^ suspected 
I it, having always thought ten pages in Barrow 
I worth all their philosophy put together, and 
; finding more wisdom aud tlu^ught in him, distinct 
I fr'om theology, than in any of them, excepting 
I Aristoteles. If his eloquence is somewhat leas 
pure than that of Demosthenes and Thucydido^ 
who have reached perfection, his mind is as ipuch 
more capacious and elevated as the Sun is than 
the Moon and Mercury. 

Johnson. It is better and pleasanter to talk ge- 
nerally on great and high subjects than minutely. 
Who would examine that could expatiate t 

Toohe. None can expatiate safely who do not 
previously examine; and we are not always to 
consider in our disquisitions what is pleasantest^ 
but sometimes what is usefullest. I wonder, in 
matters of reason, how anything little or great 
can excite ill humour : for, as many steps as they 
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lead HI toward reason, jnst so many, one would 
think, they should lead us away ffum p^sion. 
Why should these dry things have discomposed 
you 1 If I ride a broomstick, must I, like a witch, 
n raise a storm 1 In reality a great deal of philoso- 
jdiy, a ^eat deal not only of logic but of abstruse 
and recondite metaphysics will be found in ety- 
mology; the part least pleasing to you in our 
conversation. I do not wonder that such men as 
Varro and Csesar studied it and wrote upon it ; 
but I doubt whether the one or the other went 
very deeply into the business. It is astonislifng 
that the more learned among the Greeks knew 
absolutely nothing of it. Admirably as they 
used the most beautiful of languages, they cared 
no more about its etymologies than a statu- 
ary cares about the chemical properties of his 
marble. 

Doctor, in your travels, did you ever happen to 
see gossamer ? 

Johnson. In my English travels, I saw it 
formerly in Needwood Forest, five miles from 
Lichfield : latterly my travels were in Scotland, 
where there was no plant to support it. 

Toohe. I am unwilling to take so great a free- 
dom as to contest a derivation with you personally, 
but permit me to suggest the possibility, that 
* many words in what is called low Latin which 
resemble our English words, are not their parents. 
Certainly there is a certain resemblance of (lossi- 
pium and (jammer. But j(»'se, which in many 
parts of the country is also called furze, appears 
to me to be its root. Chaucer and Shakspearc 
spell it jossamour ; Drayton, of the same county 
and age, gossainere. Now, if we consider that the 
common people universally, and the greater part 
of others, treat the letter r very gently, and that 
you never heard a fanner call garse otherwise than 
goes ; if you then consider how large a number of 
our plants take theij» names from sentiments, 
perhaps you may incline to think it possible that 
jomimrur is gotve*s-(iir(% gors-amour. For love 
seems to be nowhere more faithful than between 
the plant and its dally visitant in spring, sum- 
mer, and autumn : on no other do you see it so 
frequently. The name was given in the first 
incubation of the French upon the Saxon. 

Johvjto7i. Sir, this is fanciful. 

Tooke. I am invested with a new quality by 
the partiality of Doctor Johnson. You mention 
In your JDidionarj the word gompium as of low 
£atmity. I find it nowhere but in Pliny ; and he 
WB 0 »certainly a man of the highest rank and best 
education. He mentions it as bearing cotton, 
which is very different from the gorse. There are 
efiew words (but gossljimn is not one of them) 
which we believe to be of the latest Latinity, and 
which in reality arc of the earliest. Tie readers 
ef Apuldus are taught that several of his words 
9m provincial, and of very base and very recent 
ednaga ; whereas they were carried into Africa 
wHh the first Roman settlers, and retained 
iMr vitality in that country when they had 
tact St at Rome ; Just as several of our noblest 


femilies are exticet* in England, but bfaaeli M 
vigorously in Ireland. The BomaikS called a 
goose a gander; they forgot Ihe female name: 
the Italians in count^ places never lost it ; and 
to this day entca is called ocea, 

Johnson. I should like to know whether the 
man is in earnest J but that I never shall. 

In return for this illusory and unsubstantiai filnit 
I will present to yon a curiosity in the Latin ; fer 
surely i^ is curious that the Romans should have 
used two words of origin quite contrary fer the 
same thing. To promise, was not only promitiUrs^ 
but recipere ; the authority is Cicero. 

Tooke. The reason is plain. ' ** 

Johnson. As you are fond of reasons and inno- 
vations, I would consign to you vdllingly two or 
three words on which to exercise jonr ingenuity. 
I would allow you to write monsterous and wonder- 
ms with an e, on the same principle as we write 
treacherous and ponderms. 

Tooke. Liberally offered and gratefully accepted. 
Incroachment 'may sometimes be the follower of 
kindness: am I going too far, in asking that 
remjh, tough, sough, enou(jh, may be guided by 
bluff, rebuff, cuff 9 Why should not be spell 
cofff why not dough and aft\ough, dow aij-d tUtho ; 
for the benefit of strangers and learners, to s-av 
nothing of economy ip letters ; the only kind of 
economy on which we reformers can ever hope 
to bo heard 1 As there is also a cry against the 
letter s, I would remove it from onwards, towards, 
forwards, backwards, ^afterwards, where it is itn- 
proper, however sanctioned by the custom of 
good authors, and I wOlild use it only where the 
following word begins with d or t, for the sake of 
euphony. On the same principle I approve of 
saifh, &c. instead of says, &c. where the next word 
l^egins with .s*, or z, or ce and cl. Hobbes is the 
last who writes with this termination, and neither 
he nor his predecessors abstained from it before 
another th. Persons very unlearned,' such as 
Swift and others, have from their natural acute- 
ness perceived the utftity of fxing, as they call 
it, our l:ingiiag*e. 

Johnson. Sir, 1 have been patient: I have 
heard you call Swift, a very unlearned man. Ma- 
lignity of whigglbm ! I give him up to you, how- 
ever '. he was not very learned. But you ought to 
have spared and favoured him ; for he was irre- 
verential to the great, and to his God. 

Tooke. An ill-tempered, sour, supDreilions man 
may nevertheless be a sycophant; and he was 
one. He flattered some of the worst ,uien that 
ever existed, and maligned some of the beat. Of 
ail inhnmanitiea and cruelties, his toward two 
women who reposed their affections on so u]id> 
serving an object, was in its nature the worst and 
the most unprovoked. But, Doctor, I am in- 
clined to believe that God is as fond of hia lively 
children as of hia dull ones ; and would as will- 
ingly see them give their pocket-money to the 
in^gent and afflicted, as offe** their supplications 
or even their thanks to him. £ may be mistaken : 
so miny wiser men have been, that in att 
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nulitteri I d^rer my opmion, bat do not incnb 
oat^ mxt insiBt upon it. When I spoke of Swift 
and others as very unlearned, I meant in the ety- 
mologies and direFsities of our language. Swift 
wrote adpairably. 

Johmm, Tes^ SaF, and was more original than 
you and all your tribe. • « 

Tooke. I am ^ling that a toxy should for 
ever be an original, and be incapable of having a 
oopyist. But, when I was younger, I read Swift 
as often as perhaps any other may have* done ; 
not for theatre of his thoughts aud opioions, but 
of his style, which I would cany with me and 
employ. 

Johnton, Addison’s is better. 


keeping admirable time to my words with your 
head and body. 

Johnaoji, Is that sentenoe yours 1 I like the 
period. 

TooJce. Let anyone claim it whom it suits as 
well; I grant and resign it finely. Periods I 
willingly throw away ; but not upon things like 
these. A wise man is shown clearly, distinctly, 
and advantageously, when he is seen walking 
patiently by the side of an unwise one ; but only 
on some occasions and to some extent. To quarrel 
on jibe road, to twitch him by the coat at every 
slip he makes, and to grow irritated in irritating 
him, proves to the unwise man that there is one 
in the world unwiser than be. 


Todke, What I admire in Addison I cannot so 
easily make use of. If you or I attempted to 
imitate the mien and features of a Cupid or a 
Zephyr, I doubt whether we should quite succeed. 
Perhaps wheu we meet again, if that pleasure is 
reserved for mo,* I may carry in the spacious 
sleeves of this coat seventy or eighty expressions 
culled from Addison, at which you will shako 
your head. At present let me treat you with one 
■ lentencep^ efeo only one of them I can perfectly 
rocollec^ " When w<^ had done eating ourseires, 
the knight called a waiter to liim, and hid him 
carry the remainder to the waterman, &c.” Now, 
when they had done eMlng thevtselvet, the water- 
man would hardly thank them for the remainder, 
and probably their voices would be but little 
intolligible to the waiter. Swift is not so original 
as you think him. He wis a peruser of rare 
books ; for, zealous as he appears in fiivour of the 
cbissios, he liked nothing that was not strange. 
In one of his searches probably after such reading, 
be tells us he first met Harley. I do not mention 
Cyrano de Bergerac, and some others who have 
given him ideas on the ground-plan of his workjf; 
but I mean to bring you where you may find the 
thoughts. The most beautiful of them is owing 
to Plutarch. That simily of the geographers and 
sands of Africa is taken funn the first sentence in 
ihBLi/eof Theseus: I liave traced a great num- 
ber of his other fancies and reflections, in writers 
less known and less esteemed. 

Johnson^ Plutarch has mauy<good ones. 

Toohe. Yes, Doctor ; and although his style is 
not valued by the critics, I could inform them 
that there are in Plutarch many passages of ex- 
qulsire beau^ in regard to style, derived perhaps 
authors more ancient 

JohriMn. Inform them of nothing, sir, if you 
wish to uve peaceably. Let them take from you, 
Imt do not offer it They will pass over your 
fiesbest thoughts as if they had been long and 
intimately Imown to them, and display your 
abstniaer (to them incomprehensible) as the only 
ones worthy of remark. 

Tooke» Among these hogs of Westphaly there 
la not one with a snout t^t can penetrate into 
fliy indosiire, prompt as they are to batten on it 
and bespatter it, and to trample it down as they 
gnint and trot along. Doctor, you have been 


Johnson, And now, sir, what plan have you 
for fixing our language! 

Tooke, This is impossible in any; but it is 
possible to do much, and an authority like yours 
j would have oflected it by perpetuating the ortho- 
graphy. On the contrary, I observe in your 
I Dictionary some quotations in which the words 
; are spelt diflerently from what I find them in the 
I original ; nor have you admitted all those in 
1 Littleton, who compiled his Laiin Dictionary at 
recent period. 

; Johnatm. Pirst, I wrote the words as people 
I now receive them ; then, as to Littleton, many of 
j his are vulgar. 

1 The more English for that. No oxpres- 

I sion, be it only free from indecency, is so vulgar 
I that a man of loarning and genius may not formerly 
have used it : but there arc many so frivolous and 
fantastical that they cannot, to the full extent of 
j the word, ever become vulgar. There are but 
four places where such bad language is tolerated 
and acknowledged ; the cock-pi^ the boxing-ring, 
the race-course, and the House of Commons. 

Johnson. I could wish our Senate to have 
served as well of ours as the Koman did of theirs. 
Illiterate men, and several such arc among the 
correspondents of Cicero, write with as much 
ufbanlty and purity as himself; and it is remark- 
able that the only one of them <!efective in these 
qualities is Marcus Antonius th.. trinuivir. But 
pray give me some more instances in which the 
spelling should be improved. 

Tookt. Many must escape me, and others arc 
but analogical : I will then bring forward only 
those which occur principally. . The word which 
has just passed my lips, occur, is written impro- 
perly with a single r. The same may be remarked 
on the finals of rehel, compd. &c. 

Johnson. Why should the compound have this 
potency ! It would be more reasonable (howevei 
little so) to write sd and jd, as B. Jonson and 
many others did; because there could be no 
ambiguity in the pronunciation. 

Tookt. On the same system, ifeystem it can 
be called, we write mcr, demur, appal, a^it, 
permit, rtJU, confer, kc. If these were printed 
as they ought to be, strangers would more 
easily know that the accent is on the final 
syllable. I wish we wrote draft instead of dreU, 
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drol^ry instead of drollery, whic^ arc discounten- 
anced by the French, and unsupijorted hy our 
proD iinciation. In like uianner, why not cofOrole $ 
In lUe time of Elizabeth good authors wrote 
tiUah: and long afterward applic, aliie, relie, 
which we should do if we wrote lie. Haughty and 
naughty may drop some useless letters, and ap- 
pear characteristically hauty and nauty : heinous 
is haiuouft descent. 

We ourselves in some instances have lost the 
right accent of words." In my yoath he would 
have been ridiculed who placed it upon the ^rst 
: jllable of confiscated, contemplati'ce, conventicls,* at 
which the ear revolts : in many other compounds 
we thrust it thus back with equal precipitancy 
and rudeness. We have sinned and are sinning 
most grievously against our fathers and mothers. 
We shall “ repent,” and “reform,” and “ remon- 
strate,” and be “ rejected ” at last. 

Johnson, Certainly it does appear strange that 
the man who habitually says “demonstrate” should 
never say “ remonstrate.” 

Tooke. Sackville, a great authority, writes 

“ ToH8ed und turiutiut^d with tedieus thought.** 

Milton’s exquisite ear saved him in general from 
harshness, lie writes “Traversing the colure.” 
How much better is aggrandise than Aggrandise I 
Drydeu, in the Amms Miral>Uis, writes 

** Instructed hhips shall bail tu quick ootnmdroe.** 

We have suffered to drop away from us the beau- 
tiful and commodious word bequeathed to our 
language by this author, the word painture. 
Surely it corresponds more closely with sculpture 
and architecture than the participle we convert 
into a substantive to replace it. On the same 
principle why not dancer y for dancing, as we find 
it in Chapman 1 How refreshing, how delicious, 
is a draught of pure home-drawn English, from 
a s})riug a little sheltered and shaded, but not 
entangled in the path to it, by antiquity ! 

Among the words of which the accent has bew 
transposed to their disadvantage, arc confessor and 
cunvcj', from the second to the first, i^opurn is 
by uo means inliarmonious if you place the accent 
where it ought to be, as in adjourn ; but you render 
it one of the harshest in our language by your 
violation of analogy in perverting it. Adverse is 
a<jcented on the first syllable, rererse and perverse 
on the second : pray, why '{ Milton writes 

“ That heard th’ Adversary who roving stil.” Sec, 

Shakspearc writes aspect, upright, uproar. f The 
magnificent word uproa/riB used by Milton : how 
different from the uproar of the streets ! He uses 
cupect as Shakspeare did, and uprighs. He also 

♦ A clover pmit of our «iiiy writes, 

” Of the plebeian iMpirant,** 

and 

* We designate the praotloal.** 

t Our living poets have contributed much to throw 
back Che accent : Wordaworth in particular. Bven 
Southey, solid and many sided us u basaltic oivlumn, lends 
hie rapport here. He writes iseploits three iievei>a times, 
end prdmutffate and edsUempiaU. 


b ee the fine ad[|e<^ive d^brm. Who does not iOi 
that upA</kt is better than Upright 9 Then let Inin 
read the noble lines of Milton upon Man. 

« Who, indued 
With sanctity of reason, might erect 
His stature, and upright with front serene 
Oovem the rest. selMcnowing, and from thenoe 
Magnanknous tl> correspond with Heaven.** 

JohneoTL I agree with you, Aristocrat, cash 
oordance, contrary, industry, inimical, contemplate, 
cmmdeaAe, detail, Alexander, sonorous, sublunary 
(what l>ecome8 of Milton’s interlunar cavel”) 
sultory, peremptory, And many more, are now pro- 
nounced by the generality (who always a^opt 
some signal folly), differently from thb custom of 
our fathers, and accentuated on the first syllable. 

Tooke. But even the Greeks, at a time when 
eloquence was highly flourishing,, threw back the 
accent. In the words 'opoLos and rpoiratov it rested 
on the second syllable with iEschylus and Thucy- 
dides; on the first with Plato, and Aristoteles. 
The very same word was differently accentuated 
in its different senses : for instance, pyiTphurcuos 
slain 6y a mother : prirpoKrhuoSf the slayer of a 
mother. The common people still pronounce 
Contrary with the accent where it shdtifm 'be. Wfi 
throw it back on the first <^n acceptableyrnskd not 
in accessible; yet it is on the second in accept, 
and on the first in qccess. Wc continue to say 
reehs, but we begin to say : the first inno- 

vatiou was in process. Hryden writes 
Swift of (IcHj>utch and tniuy of acee^H.” 

Shakspeare veiy properly lays the accent on the 
second syllable of importune. 

“ Haye you iinpOrtunod him ? ** 

In convenation we often, indeed mostly, use 
*m for ihsnt : why not in writing ? I would always 
do it after th as ucith *em. In the Scotch dialect 

for with has peculiar grace.^ 

Nothing is absurder than that, writing the 
aspirate, we should use it in some words, omit it 
others. In polished society I have remarked 
none aspirated veiy distinctly, excepting hmpy 
and hard, with the substantives, though, a pre- 
cedes many, not an. Is it that we sigh (for to 
aspirate is nothing else in the mode of utterance) 
as much at whaUwe wish in the former as at what 
we feel in the latter ? 

Johnson. I do not know:. if your observation 
is just, it must be so : though the remark seems 
out of your line and beyond your ^ling. The 
common people arc fond of aspirat^ and only 
omit them when they ought not. 

Tooke. It is curious that fortune ssid^appvneu 
arc in no language allied, nearly or remot^, to 
virtue or merit. In ours they are both of them 
named from chance. 

-- What if within themoon*B fair Ahining sphere^ 

What if in every other star uuaeen. 

Of other worlds he happUp sbciuld hear'* 

for haply. 

The Greeks were more pious, one would 

t In^e ode of Burns, how incomparably better are the 
words Scots wha hae wV than who have with f 
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tlum our ancestors. They entegrtained the same 
opinion about fortune, but beliered that happiness 
was the gift of good genii, or gods, evdaimonm. 

Johnson. Pray tell me now, sir, what we should 
do 1 Will you put me upon your knee and teach 
me) Should we prt>nounce all our aspirated syl- 
lables as such, or none 1 

Toohe, Certainly we should no more add a 
mark of aspiration to a word wherein it is not 
used, than a mark of interrogation. 

Johnson. You are a strange man, air 1 ^hy, this 
is true too ! Can you be still a whig ) 

Toohe. No, Doctor, nor ever was. I wore one 
liv^, and threw it off as an incumbrance ; I will 
not wear another 'which is both an incumbrance 
and a disgrace. I have never been even a swin- 
dler ; now I must not only be a swindler, but a 
gambler too, if*I sit down among the knaves who 
have so cheated us. 

Johnson. Swindler, as we understand it, is the 
worse character Cf the two, 

Tooke. By no means so in fact* Any gambler 
may gamble every day and night in the seven, and 
most of them do, while few swindlers can swindle 
«above tlicdralf. And their stakes are lighter, and 
such afLcan affect (^ly their personaJities : au 
hour's attendance on the public when they have 
nothing else to do, and from a station no less 
secure than commanding, *and then immediately 
a quiet and long recess from the management 
of affairs. 0am Idling is the origin of more exten- j 
sive misery lh;io all other crimes put together : 
and the mischief falls principally on the unoffend- ■ 
Ing and helpless. It leads by insensible degrees | 
a greater number of ^^Tetche8 to the gallows, than 
the higher atro(;itieB from which that terminus is 
seen more plainly. And yet statesmen make it, 
the means of revenue, and kings bestow on it the 
title of royal uinler the name of lottery. TBe 
royal lotteiy-keeper is both a gambler and a 
swindler ; for in his playing he knows that the 
stake he lays down is unequal to his opponent's, 

I keep aloof not only froA these pick -pockets, but 
al* aside from the confederate gang who fain 
would hustle me against them. Moreover I 
belong to no party. 

Johnson. That souinls well :«aiid yet he surely 
is a bad man, sir, who forms no affinities ; a soli- 
tary sceptic ; the blind man in blind mom's huff, 
unable to stand a moment on either side, or to fix 
upon anyone about him. 

Tooke. AU this is true, Doctor. I am a bad man, 
but exajtly in the contrary of the word’s original 
meaning, which I thank you for reminding me of. 
A had man is a hade man, or bidden man ; a slave 
in other words ; and the same idea was attached 
to the expression by the Italians and the French, 
(while their language and they had a character) in 
oMfoo and and by us in caitiff, men in no 
other condition than that wherein they must do 
as they are did. We should ourselves have been 
in no higher a condition, if we had not resisted 
what, in palaces and churches and colleges, was 
called iagitimate power : and indeed we should 


still be, rather than men, a pliant unsubstantia] 
herbage, springing up from under the smoky, 
verminous, uncoucocted doctrine of passive obe- 
dience : to be carted off by our kings amid their 
carols, and cocked and ricked and cut, and half- 
devoured, half-trampled and wasted, in the pinfold 
of our priesthood. 

If we take away a letter from the words I have 
stated, we add one with as little discernment t( 
Hierffbr and wherffor: we should as reasonably 
write ihertofe, wJtcreofe, thereine, ivhereme : strict- 
ly,, it would be better to take away one e more, 
and write therfor, as was done formerly. I know 
the origin of the error : the origin may &x/pla%n, 
but not excuse. It is this: the ancients wrote 
iherforre. The useless r was removed from an 
infinity of words; and those who removed it in 
this instance, were little aware that they had better 
left it, unless they also took away the c. We 
write solely, not sdy, yet we do not write idlely, 
but idly: we should about as properly write 
tov barely. 

Johmon. I doubt whether you would gain any- 
thing by taking this harly to market. 

Tooke. I should be cried out against as loudly 
as you were (on another occasion) for your oats. 
If we write incur and recur, why not succur : if 
monster, why not thealer: if barometer, why not 
meter. 

Johnson After all, Mr. Tooke, I must pro- 
nounce it as my opinion, that we should do 
very well in continuing to write as we write at 
present. 

Tooke. With due submission, I will not f)ro- 
nounce but suggest that nothing is done very 
well which can be done better. In several Avords 
^ we follow the French without any reason ; anti we 
i do not follow them where they have seen and 
I abandoned their error. For instance, 'vac folloAv 
i them in tJuatre, which they spell according to the 
; genius of their language and the exigence of their 
I verse, but contrary to ours : to be consistent we 
j should spell letter, leitre. I do not see why l‘'>uli‘, 

I abUy probable, &c., should not bo written Ilf til, •ibil, 
\j^yrohabil: as civil forms cni/hy, so uhil forms 
I ability^ probabil forms probability: the others, as 
, wo corruptly use them, form ahlcty prohahlrt y. 

' There is also, another reason : in verse there is 
an hiatus when they **.or:o oefore a vowel, which 
hiatus could not exist if wc followed what analogy 
prescribes. I strongly object to subtle and subtlety, 
j and would propose subtU and subtility, as fertU and 
fertility. From epistle and apostle, ‘^epistolary’ and 
"apostolical " can not be formed ; they may be, 
and are, from "epistol” and "apostoL” It is 
lucky that " angels” are not as ill-treated as 
" apostles.” If I am to have an apostle, I may as 
'W'ell have a symhte. I would retain, in spelling 
and in everything else, whatever old manners 
and old cus^ms are commodious : I would dis- 
countenance all the newer which violate pro- 
priety or shake consistency. Why should proceed 
and succeed be spelt in one way, precede and aooeds 
in another? Why should not the two former 
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be written la the second ajllable like tbe two 
Iwtter? 

Johmson. I know not: I think it would be 
belter. 

Tooke. 1 do not go so far in these matters as 
your friend Elphin8ti)nc ; and although I would 
be a reformer, my reform should be temperate and 
topical. Many have written axil for bemishmerU : 
I would constantly do so, and exUe for bamahed 
man. 

Johnson. The distinction has not been obserred 
by anyone, and would be commodious. 

Tooke. You might imagine from the spelling 
that complaifi and sa^plain were of the same origin. 
To avoid this error, I would follow the authors 
who have written the latter word explane ; and the 
rather, as the substantive is expldncAioUf not ex- 
plaination, nor explaint. Passenger and messenger 
are coarse and barbarous for passoger and messager, 
and nothing the better for having been adopted 
into polite society. It may soon admit sausinges. 
Midlleton, we have seen, writes declamef and 
elegantly : Milton writes s&eran and foren^ equally 
so : for neither the pronunciation nor the etymo- 
logy authorises the vitiated mode in common use. 
Those writers may be considered as modem ; both 
must bo considered as learned, one as eloquent ; 
and until men who are more so write differently, 
Milton at least shall be my guide. A beautiful 
adjective in Paradise Lost hath ceased to be used 
in prose, or even in poetry ; ulUrne. 

“ The greatfr t(» have nilo by day, 

Tilt! less by night, alUrne.” 

Alternate would serve more properly for the verb. 

There is Iiardly a writer of the Elizabethan age 
who will not induce us to hesitate on our spelling, 
or rather who will not suggest some improvement. 
Abbot, from ahha^, should be spelt abhai, as Tan- 
ner spells it. Massinger writes carroeh, from 
mrozza: cur carnage is inelegant. Jonsoninhis 
verses to Wroth, says, 

*• In u\ituii^n at the jmrtrich mak'st a flight.” 

I would write the word so, if it were for no 
other reason than that we write ostrich in the 
same manner. 

Johnson. I remember two of his verses for a 
word to be corrected in them. 

** When tiiy lateat aand is spent, * 

Thou TuayeNt think life n thing but lent” 

It would then be too late : when should be ere. 

Tooke. True. 

Johnson. As^rcanda/rcandhowr and/owrsome- 
times are dissyllables in the old poets, so likewise 
are year and sure; while entire and desire are 
trisyllables ; contrary, a quadrisyllable. They spelt 
indifferently and wrote arbitrarily. Shakspeare 
takes no liberties of this kind unauthorised in fact 
or analogy by other writers more scholastic. 

Tooke. They favour my proposition of spelling 
by U what we spell by h, ; such as kumbil, dazzil, 
MU ; for in whatever way they wrote the word, 
they often make a trisyllable of hvmbled' and 
iaiUed. 

** And that hath daisied my reaoon^s light” 


' says Shakspeare ;r and in Henry F/. he mikes 
trisyllable of " English.** 

Johnscyn. I know not what advantages we saa 
obtain from a perception of crudities and barbsr 
risms, unless it be that it enables us to estimate 
more correctly the great improvements we have 
made in lat^r timts. But I admit that we might 
have retained a few things to our advantsge. 
Who would read Chaucer and Spenser for their 
language ? 

ToiJce. Spenser I would not, delightful as arc 
many parts of his poetry ; but Chaucer 1 would 
read again and again both for his poetry and his 
language. « ^ 

Johnson. 1 suppose, sir, you prefer the dialect 
of Thomson, a whig, to Spenser’s 1 

T'oohe. No, Doctor ; his is worse still ; but there 
are images and feelings in his Winter, in compar 
rison with which the liveliest in Spenser are foint. 

Johnson. And those too, no doubt, on the same 
subject in the Georgies ! 

Tooke. Beyond a question. It appears to me 
that there is more poetry in it than in the whole 
of that elaborate poem, beautiful as it is in versi* 
ffcation and in language; both of whi^tiMAre wantr 
^ ing in almost every place Thomson. 

I Johnson. Oh ! you do acknowledge that 
' the versiheation is elaborate, and the language 
beautiful ! ^ 

'Tooke. Doctor, I hate carping. Where much 
is good in a man or a poem I would always men- 
tion it; and wherein the same man or poem there 
is a little bad, I would pass it over. 

Johnson. What is the bad, sir, in the Georgies f 
Come, I have you now off the ground: your 
strength, suoh as it is, has left you. 

Tooke. May all men's strength leave them when 
they would make invidious objections! 

** Johnson. Rare subterfuge ! * Virgil is a dead 
prince, sir; you cannot hurt him. 

Tooh\ Far be the wish from me I I would act 
toward him as the pious ancients did toward the 
dead ; I would wash hkia first, and afterward per- 
fume him with the most precious unguents. 

Johnson. Up with your sleeves then, and begin 
the wa.shing. Here, take the Georgies; 1 nsnaliy 
carry them abouti me. 

Tooke. Has Ovid, has Lucan, has any other 
Latin poet, written such balderdash and bombast 
as the nineteen verses in the beginnings at the 
close of an invocation already muc)^ too prolix ? 
Why all these additions to the modest prayer 
of Varro, which he has versified? Here let me 
suggest a new and a necessaiy reading just 
above these lines. 

Quique doteh ilftM non vlio seniine ArugeB.” 

It must be uno, to avoid nonsense; which is 
always a benefit, even in poetry ; and so represent 
itheat, barley, oats, &c. ; that is to say, " not only 
one kind of grain.” The lines of the letter n and 
the double I, may have been much s^e in mann- 
script, and may have easily misled tnui^bem^ 
I wilknot dwell upon the verses after 
** Tethys emit omnibus undts r** 
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iMit rally those eight appear to me like an ezcre> 
■emice on the face of a beautifial boy. 

Jtohumon, They are puerile, are they 1 ablemiih, 
addbrxnity! 

Tw>ke, In honest truth 1 think so. 

Johnson. You have turned o^r only one leaf : 
the telts must lie thick. * 

TMe. Somewhat. Beginning again at the 
eighty-first line, I find the earth end^ that and 
all the five following, with one exception^ opros, 
arva, term, a^oa, fiammis, terrce. 

Johnstm. I do not credit you. 

Tooke. IJfike the book. 

Johnson. Ko, air, I will not take the book : 
read on. 

Tooke. In the next page, arvis, arva, arm, close 
the verse withiiu twelve successive lines, lb the 
next beyond mmeri, removii, represait, one after 
the other; and immediately after ^^extundcret 
artes,** "quasrcre^ Jierbam,” and " excuderet ignem.” 
Three more pages, and the words <pnmma curairU 
are followed in the next verse by "cwroeque 
resolvit.’* May I express my delight at . . . 

Johnson.^ o, sir! no, sir! no delight about 
anything^ spit your spite. 

^oo^ea Since you die so urgent in your com- 
mands, I will proceed. Beginning from the 406th 
verse, there are thirteen which end with spondaic 
words. In the second book, 

** Bt gens ilia quidein sumptis non tarda pharetris ** 
is another excrescence ; and in the following we 
find tardtmupie saporem. 

Johnson. Sir, can you^ construe that linel I 
doubt it 

Toohe. Instruct me then. , 

Johnson. You, being a word-catcher, ought to 
know that our word tan, for sharp, corresponds . 
with tardus. ^ 

Tooke. I perceive the commentator gives this 
interpretation; a very wrong one. Tart is not 
related to tardus. Yirgil means that the citron 
ripens late. Before we r^ch the 300th line, here 
ai'#together twelve more ending with spondaic 
words. Now, my dear sir, do let me give utter- 
ance to my enthusiasm on fortunatos nimium.” 

Permit my raptures at sittings down among the 
saUtvs et lustra ferarum,'' the leeling is so new. 
Did I hear one of them 'I mothought I heard a 
growl, or something similar. 

Johnson. Go on, sir, and mind your business. 
Tooke. Well then ; rura ends one line, ^ura the 
mexk '' Atque alio patrioM'* . , then, with one 
tine between . . " hine patriem.'* ** Paacitur in 
magna sylvA,” and just below, "iwa^nnn Olympus." 
Bo^r, how do you construe ** Odor auras ?" 

Johnson. That is an hypallage, sir. 

Toohe. But construe it. 

Johnson. One must reverse the sense. 

Toohe. A pretty idea of poetiy. His odor 
oBidtt anras is like Shakspeare’s ** The oats have 
eaten the horses ;* but Shakspeare's was fun, and 
Vixgirs was affectation. In fact the hypallage, 
of which Virgil is fonder than any otherVriter, 
it much the gravest fault in language. 


j Johnson. Wkat, sir I graver than aolecism \ 
Toohe. Yesi Doctor; in the sanie degree 
nonsense is worse than inelegance. A boy shouts 
at another boy and holds him in derision, when 
he finds him putting, as he calls it, the cart before 
the horse. Onward, if you please : and here we 
find agmn, at ourrenteni Uvjnis, fourteen final 
spondees without one bacehic foot among them. 
At last we arrive at that passage which provoked 
yon to throw poor Thomson under the triumphal 
car of Virgil. 

• 

** Ck>noreecunt subits ourrenti in flumino orustie, 
Undaquejam tergu ferratou »uttUtiel orb^H, 

PuppibuM ilia prius putuliti, nunc liospita piaustris." 

These and the four following would make but an 
indifferent figure In the exercise of an Eton boy ; 
there is no harmony, no fluency in them ; tliey 
are broken pieces of ice. What think you, after 
" u^raque dissiliunt vuUjo” of ** vestesque rigescunt 
Such an instance of the art of sinking you will 
not find in the Latin, nor easily in any other 
poetry. What follows is much better ; but it will 
bear no comparison with the Miltonian descrip- 
tion in Thomson, of the frozen regions visited 
by the caravan from Cathay. 

Johnson. Sir, even the description of Orpheus 
and Eurydice could not stir your cold blood. 

Tooke. Doctor, you liave formed your judgment 
upon it ; let me reflect and hesitate a little before 
I deliver mine. 

Johnson. Now I would lay a wager that all this 
magnificence is not worth your Scotch-Cathay 
caravan. 

Toohe. I would do the same. 

Johnson. Then, sir, you have either no sense of 
shame or no soul for poetry. 

Toohe. On shame and sml the discussion might 
j be unsatisfactory. But let us, my dear sir, survey 
j together the character of Proteus. Nothing can 
j be harder, unless it be myself: he must be chained 
to make him civil or tractable, to make him render 
the slightest and easiest service to anyone. He 
had no affinity or friendship, u *- community of 
character or country, with Orpheus and J'lurydice. 
One would think he could have known little about 
them, and cared less. In a monster, for such he 
was, and so unfeeling and solitary, the description 
is far from natural ; and «veu in Virgil himself, 
who seems to have forgotten that he was not 
speaking in his own person, it wo\ild have been 
somewhat overcharged. The Homeric simily of 
the nightingale, and the silly tale of a head speak- 
ing when it was cut off and rolling down Sr 
liver, and speaking so loud too as to make an 
echo on the banks, is puerile, absurd, andpre- 
poBterouB. 

Johnson. The verses on the nightingsile are in- 
harmoniouB, no doubt 1 

Toohe. I did not say it; but some parts are. 
Beside, " moerens, queritur,jUty miserabUe, mofstis** : 
surely we do not want all at once, nor to express 
one* feeling. Ohservans nido implumes deh^axit la 
as inharmonious as any verse can easil^j be made. 
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< >11 the whole, how much better would the episode 
hare been ifIVoteus had said liitle, 4 ttid if Cyrene 
had giTen the description. 

Johnson, Tou know nothing of poetry ; but that 
last remark is true. Who suggested it 1 

Toohe. Doctor Johnson ; when he fiivoured me 
with the volume which I now return to him. 

Johvsov. Sir, you carry your revolutionary and 
chiotic principles into the fields and groves, into 
the woods and mountains, and render more fierce 
and gloomy the winds and tempests and eternal 
snows. You have no love of order even in works 
of art. 

TooJee. Doctor, ite were talking just now of 
dissvllahles and trisyllables and Chaucer. He 
writes, 

« With Theseua the Bquii'e principal," 

Johnson. If you quote such metre, you may 
quote that also which was 

« Written by VVilUam Prynne esquire, the 
Year of our Lord eix hundred thirty three.** 

Toohe. Never did the muses sail to their anti- 
podes so expeditiously as under the steerage of 
their new Tiphys, if you on this occasion will let 
me call you so. 

Johmon. Call me anything, sir, rather than 
call Thomson a writer of English. 

Toohe. Affectation is his greatest fault ; and it 
is a matter of wonder to me that lio seldom errs 
on any otlicr side. 1 do not remember that he 
confuses, as the Scotch and Irish do perpetually, 
shall aufl will. W e oursel ves confound them with- 
out knowing it ; but idiomatically. 

Johnson. In what manner? Good writers never 
da 

Toohe. Eor inshmee, You will be burnt if 
you touch the tea-urn. Shall J be burnt if I touch I 
the tea-urv 9 Here the action and time are the I 
same, yet the words differ. In fact, " will 1” can | 
only be used in the rebutment of a question ; as i 
when a person asks, Will y<m or will you not 9 and * 
the re])ly, instead of affirmation or negative, is i 
angrily, Will 1 or will I not? in which is under- ! 
stood, Do you, ask me thus? To another we say 
" Shall J \i ” and he replies ** If you will.** 

These things, Doctor, would appear trifling to 
trifling men ; but not to you, who can not be less 
curious in the philosophy of a language than in 
its etymology. 

Johnson. Let us stop where we are, and while 
we are innocent. Philosophy in these matters 
draws us away to analysis : the dry seta equina of 
analysis breaks into pieces, in one or two of which 
pieces we soon descry the restless heads and 
wriggling tails of metaphysics. Sir, metaphysics 
lead to materialisni, and materialism to atheism. 
Those who do not see this, sec nothing : but there 
arc more who see it than will confess it. Of what 
value is anything, although it should conduce at 
first to some truth even less drj^ and sterile, if in 
its progression it renders men insincere, and in 
Its termination unhappy ? Anatomise words, flay, 
dissect, eviscerate language, but keep your faith 


out of the crucible, for the daily use and aosta 
nance of your family. 

Toohe. I began to fear, Doctor, that yon woaM 
have concluded your sentence in another maniiM* 

Johnson. In what manner, sir ? 

Toohe. That you would have said, to goto mofM 
with, for th^ dailj^se and susteimce of my fiunili; 
My faith, I do assure you, I keep both out of tho 
crucible and out of the aqua regia; another greit 
melter and transmuter. My dear sir, I would 
divert the gathering storm of your anger by anj 
propitiation and concession. 

Johnson. Rogue ! ,, 

Toohe. Excellently and most opportunely intro* 
duced. I could say something upon that word too ; 
but I doubt whether it would be quite so agreO’ 
able to you as another of which J was thinking. 
In your reading of our ancient poets, particularly 
our dramatists, you must have observed that himi 
is frequently used for nature. This is a beautiful 
feature in our language. Our ancestors identified 
mture with kindness. I love our old modes of 
thinking in most things, and ofspeaking in many. 
We have several ancient words used at present in 
a different sense from what they w<^u? ibrmerly ^ 
rogue for instance. . 

Johnson. No sedition, sir ! no vague allusions I 
no contempt of authority ! I know who rogues 
I are, as well as you do ; but I abstain from throw- 
; ing a firebrand into their houses, and lighting the 
populace to pillage and murder. 

Toohe. Well judged : the populace has no right 
I to any such things. 

Johnson. Strange! marvellous I You enunciate 
even these sentoncos, the most detestable, the 
most impious, the most seditioiiH, uninflamed, un- 
warmed ; like your chemists, who pour from one 
bottle into another, just as unconcernedly, I know 
ilot what pestiferous and heavy air of theirs, if 
report speaks truly, corking it down until they 
can find something to set the whole of it in a 
blaze; and thus teaching us that what is the 
lowest in its nature is inc most destructive iq its 
application. 

Toohe. Doctor, in the asbestine quality of my 
mind, with the flames and faggots on both sideii^ 
you appear to sCc a miracle : if you could- see 
more clearly, you would discover in it Christianity 
without one. 

Johmon {aside). I did not imagine that this 
logical wronghead could balance and swing and 
dandle me so easily. 

I recollect no expression in Ohau(t^ worth 
retaining and not retained. 

Toohe. What think you of sumgh, the long* 
continued sound of wind ? 

** a sttou(gk * 

Am thof a stonne ahould brasten every bough.* 

Palamok and Aaom. 

Johnson. It sounds grandly : there is something 
of a melancholy and a lonely wildness in it. 

Toake. The ^otch retain it still, spelling it sugk^ 

Johmon. Ivct them keep it, sir, to themselves. 
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I ironld not give a etrawfer iir. We want neither 
harsh words nor obsolete ones. * 

Toohe. Suppose we found in Chaucer some words 
less harsh in their pronunciation than they appear 
at present ; and others^ if not less so, yet useful 
for variety or for rhyme ; such are heforne, before, 
mthouteuy without, somdd, BO] 9 Lewhat, astonned, 
astonished, brast and brasten, burst or broken, and 
many more. 

Jolmson, Let our language rest where it is. # 

Tooke. Languages, like men, when th^y have 
rested long and totally, grow heavy and plethoric t 
we must renew their juices, and bring them back 
int<k their pative air. 

We have presently, but want fntarely, used by 
Fletcher in the Tm nohle Kinsmen, FashioiHd^ 
people turn nosegays out of doors, and send -to 
France for how^ueta. Why have we forgotten 
our more beautiful posy, of which Spenser and 
Swift were not disdaii^ll Among the rich 
ftirniture of our* ancestors which we caat aside, 
may be reckoned a certain two-handed instm- 
ment of great utility and strength. By and of\ 
were employed by them at their option. Shak- 
speare says 

• " ** Unwhipt of Justice.** 

We abandon altogether the better usage : 
I would have reserved both. We use the word 
hat for various things ; anfbng the rest, for that 
animal which partakes the nature of bird and 
mouse : why not call it, at least in poetry, what 
Ben Jonson flluermousef The word in all 
respects is better ; it is more distinguishing, more 
descriptive, and our langitage is by one the richer 
for it. 

Jolmson.. The reasons are valid and unobjoe> 
tionable. 

Toohi. The verb to beat is the same in its 
present tense and in its preterite ,* so irregularly 
and improperly, that you can not but have ob- 
served how people avoid the use of it in the latter. 

Johnsmi. The Bomans did the same in their 
ferio. Instead of taking % preterite from it, they 
usedj^drci/ssi. I think however that I have some- 
where seen the preterite, bate. 

Toohe. We bad our cboice either to follow the 
inflexion of cheat or eat ; v, e toojt 4he latter ; and 
then v. ould have neither. T am afraid of remind- 
ing you where you probably last met with bate, 
which yon seem looking after. 

Johnson. Subdue your blushes, my gentle sir, and 
conduct me tack to the place, be it where it may. 

Tooke. The Irishman in Fielding’s Tom Jones 
says, He hate me.” 

Johnson. What we hear from an Irishman we 
are not overfond of repeating, whether in gram- 
mar or fact : but in this case our risibility is ex- 
cited by the circumstances rather than the lan- 
guage* although the language too has its share in 
tt* The dialect is Hibernian. 

Tooke. We certainly should not cither smile 
at the expression in a vulgar countryman of our 
own, nor condemn it in a learned di^onrs^ from 
the pulpit. 


Johnsem. I would not hesitate to employ it m 
graver composition. 

Tooke. Nor I : for authors much richer both in 
thought and language than any now living or any 
recently deceased, have done so. 

Johnson. If we begin to reinstafe old words, we 
shall finish by admitting new ones. 

Tooke. There would be the less danger of that, 
as there would be the less need. Yet even new 
words may be introduced with good effect, and 
particularly when the subject is ludicrous. 

Johnson. PhrynicuB and Julius Pollux animad- 
vert with severity on Menimder for inventing new 
words, and Ibr using such others as were unknown 
in Attica : and perhaps this is the reason why he 
was frequently vanquished by Polemon in the 
oontest for the prize of comedy. Gellius tells us, 
on the authority I think of Apollodoms, that, 
although he wrote a hundred and five pieces, he 
was the victor but in eight. 

Tooke. And if we could recover them all, we 
riionld find probably those eight the very worst 
among them, and the only ones that fairly could 
admit a competition. When Menander asked 
Polemon whether he did not blush at being his 
vanquisher, the answer (1 can well imagine) was 
another such suffusion ; and not, as would have 
been the case if there were any room for it, that 
the inelegance or inexactness of Menander turned 
the countenance of the judges from him. He was 
considered by the best critics of succeeding ages 
as the most Attic of the Athenians ; and certainly 
was not the less so for employing those oxpres- 
sions, novel or foreign, which suited the characters 
he introduced. A word may be excellent, in a 
dialogue which would deteriorate and deform an 
oration. Julius Pollux, I romeinbcr, disapproves 
of many words used by Plato and Herodotus. Now 
although Plato is often flat and insipid, as Dio- 
nysius of Halicarnassus demonstrates by exam- 
ples-, yet 1 can not think he ever used a term 
improperly or unfitly. In regard to Herodotus, 
his style I consider as the most proper, the most 
pure, the most simply and inelaboratcly harmo- 
nious, of any author in any langmige. H is genius, 
what rarely happens, is well seconded and sus- 
tained by his spirit of research and his delight in 
knowledge. He has been censured for a deficiency 
of elevation. Many can jvuge of elevation in 
phraseology ; fewer of that which is attained by 
an elastic vigour in the mind, keeping up easily 
a broad contiuiiaucc of imaginative thought. This 
is almost as necessary to matter of fact as to 
poetry, if the nxattcr of fact is worthy to be im- 
pressed on the memory or understanding. 

How much better is disherited than dishi- 
Jui'iUd? innerest than mriermost? How much 
more properly is tongue written tong, fruit fruie, 
mU mte, friend freikd, atchieve acfu ve. Wo de- 
rive conceive, receive, perceive, through the French, 
who never thrust into them the letter i: why 
then should we ? These are not new mo«le8 ; we 
find them in the time of Spenser, and most of 
them in his works. He writes the verbs, toil and 
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; he also writes tU and oniil He wonW not 
oo 80 unless others whom he esteemed as good 
MithoiB had given him the example; for his 
rhyme^ which he favours at any rate, did not 
exact it. Anciently trork was spelt ««rhe. as we 
continue to pronounce it. The fin a l vowel in this 
word and many othew, was retained long aftw 
its use had ceased. 

Johnson. Of what use was it 1 

Tooke. It often served to form a dissyllable in 
the plural, and in the genitive singular, as we find 
in Cliaucer, and it was not only in poetiy that it 
was thus pronounced. 

Johnson. Italei^^h 'uses the grand word swmj> 
tuositif, ill exchanged for costliness or expetmTeneas. 

Tooke. 1 have lately heard Mluttrate for 
trate : wc shall presently come to imperceptible. 
We have aspect^ pTospecty respect, retrospect; we 
formerly had also the substantive suspect. Raleigh 
uses it. lint this was not his manner of reason^ 

ing with Hastings, whose fidelity to his master’s 
sons was without snspect** We have moreover 
liis authority, and Hooker’s, for poseest, exprest, | 
stipprest^ Gonfest, mocTct. He writes sampler, and 
hedger : we, very improperly, sampler and hegijar . ! 
Milton, the great master of our language and | 
its harmonies, accents on the second syllable, 1 
consult (the substantive), access, j)roc^, adverse, | 
aspect, convirse^ insvlts (substantive), contest : 
(substantive), impulse, pret^, hlasph^mms, crys- 
thUine, remediless, surface, triumphed, conJbr ^, ; 
inaritiine, product, prescript, conjlagrcmt. You j 
perceive by those accentuations how obtuse are ! 
the ears of our fashionable poets in comparison ' 
with Milton’s- Prune unA preen are the same word, ; 
meaning to trim : but it would be well to apply ' 
prune exclusively to the trimming of trees, and : 
preen exclusively to the trimming of the feathers ; 
by birds. Hryden and Pope use prune in the ^ 
latter sense, misled by what they found printed ; 
in Shakspeare, w'ho, rich in the phraseology of | 
the country, MTOtc (I am confident) preen. South ! 
writes an before high. Addison writes superiour ; | 
Milton, Tji} lor, Locke, and Swift, superior. In; 
many instances the spoiling of Chaucer is more 
easy, more graceful and elegant, than the modem : 
for example, where he avoids the diphthongs 
ea, oa, and the reduplication of the vowel in the 
following : 

“ In cote and hode of grene 
A $he/e of pencocke arrot^s brfghte and kenc.'" 

This was continued for many centuries, and we 
find it in Ben J onson ; who also writes cossen 
(cousin), linage, coles, pend, dore, ake, halkt, 
hewiteJU, Jinde, purchast, hoopt, confest, doke, nere, 
hmme, onUy, kist, beleeve, suf£, cloke, armxrr, jayle, 
strlpt, densd, reproch, dole, str< tcht, stampt, laths, 
polisht. Hand, (uxomplisht, starcM, tand, neere, 
fnmisiht, <T€U^t, brest, smet, led, uiel, sUjJbd, mockt, 
plnckt, ineenst, scepter, theater, theeves, fetcht, 
supprest, flote, disUnguisht, deo (do), honor (both 
verb and substantive), prqfesi, deprest, prest. 

have altered every one of those spellings ; 


can any m an telT wklsh in the whele muii^ev 
Is altered for the hetteri 

Johnstm. How would yon deal with the preterite 
of soak a verb as notiee ? 

Tooke. It must be noticed: and I wirii weweie 
obliged to pronounce distinctly each of its three 
lyllables. Countrymen in the midland shirosheife 
preserved the verb notize; like'jpme and oefeer* 
Hze. I wish we never had rejected i^ and had 
kept notice for the substantive only* 

John**on. I have remarked the proterite spelt 
noPidd, and by writers of reputation, in the 
ning of this century. 

Tooke. Wonderftil, but perfectly true. I weidd 
rather see Grammar a shrew than a slattern. Them 
are -hours and occasions when she needs not he 
foil-dressed ; there are none when it is pardonalde 
in her to come down with tangled hair. There 
are fictions in our laws, and there are fictions also 
in our language: noUdd, emtidd, are examplee. 
We have seen them printed ; we never have heard 
or can hear them pronounced. Bottles in print 
are corked, in the cellars they are corM: no human 
voice ever uttered corPd. Since we have two 
ways, why take that which leads us wrong 1 Wo 
have both blest and blessed; but we have hot both 
pre^ and pressed, carest and caressed, uike the 
Achilles of Horace, who '‘jura negat sibi naia," 
kc., we seixe upon what does not belong to us, 
and cast aside what does : we speak one thing and 
write another. 

We never say patriarchical, yet we say mtmr 
archical and anarchical: harsh words ! Since the 
choice is left me by prescription in the one, % 
analogy in the other, 1 would constantly write 
anarchal and. moTiarchal. It occurs to me now, 
what I should have mentioned before if I had 
thought of it at the time when we were speaking 
on the subject, that Fairfax, instead of writing 
e^hbraaed, wrote (as many did) emhrasL 

*• Gatlier the rose of love while yet thou maist. 

Loving be loved, embracing be embrast.** 

Johnson. Indeed the word "embrace** comes 
more directly from its origin. 

I Tooke. Menage tells us that he did the contrary 
! of what ^vas done by the Academy. ** They fiU 
their dictionary',* says he, with words in use ; 

I take greater care, in my etymologies, of those 
which are no longer so, that they may not be 
quite forgotten.” 

Johnson. Both did right. It is interesting to 
trace the features of a language in every Bt>age of 
its existence. I wish you would do it, ]%. Tooke : 

I have done enough ; it must be the exercise of 
learned leisure, and not of him whose daily bread 
is dipped in ink. 

T<^oke. Doctor, there was a time when I sighed 
at what raised my admiration ; I thought it was 
over : your last words renew it. I am not the 
adviser of pensions : I should be happy to see the 
greater part of them struck oflT: but more gladly 
still should 1 read an act of parliament, in pur*> 
Buan(i^ of which ten were established in perpe* 
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iMUgr Ibr mat twa best tritevs. Five of them 
^old ei^oy five himdred a year,*the others tbree> 
dkMiiig miy when prefermeat of higher value 
wm ^ven them. 

' Johnson, And sir, would you admit the 

partisan of rebellion to the advantages of this 
endowment 1 • 

Tooke, I would exclude none whatever fbr his 
opinions, political or theological. The minister 
who had granted such an indulgence to his oppo- 
nent, would indemnify himself by the acquisition 
of worthier supporters, attached to him by his 
magnanimity : the partisan of rebellion who ac- 
oeptqd it, n^ould render but little service to his 
cause. The whole sum thus expended is barely 
what you throw upon the desk of the lowest scrib- 
bler, appointed Secretary (we will suppose) to the 
Board of Admirj^Jty for some smutty song or pious 
pasquinade; barely what a vulgar commissaiyr 
gains in one day’s contract for bullocks; and 
therefore on neither side of the house would the 
motion find, consistently, any opponent who can 
spell and cast accounts. Since the form of our 
constitution is not such as admits every man of 
superior abilities to the place he might occupy in 
dhe more popular, so slight amends may surely bo 
made for ^e privatioi]? I venture to assert that 
it would render our government more respected 
abroad than it is rendered* by our armies and | 
navies, and more beloved at home than it is by 
our assessments and excise. 

Johnson, Ay, ay I among the ten we should 
find your name, no doubt I 

Wooke, No, sir, my name is not to bo where ten 
are at a time : beside, there is no Minister whose 
exclusion of mo wooid be unjustifij^ble. These 
two considerationB make me speak openly and 
warmly. Few authors could recommend the mo- 
tion : I dare to do it, excited by the neglecte(dk 
genius of my adversary here, and the glory no 
less neglected of my country. 

Johnson. I would hardly bo so ministerial on 
this point as you are : I w^uld increase the value 
of the pension by making it depend on the vote 
of parliament. 

Tooke. This is better : we may suppose three 
names recommended by a committee on every 
vacancy. 

Johnson, I perceive that you, in the midst of 
letters, always turn aside to the political. 

Tooke. I wish, in the midst of the political, our 
representative were turned for a moment to the 
consideration of letters. What I recommend is 
praoticabl# and uncostly. Hardly one member of 
the Honourable House is interested in recom- 
mending a relative or friend ; and I doubt whe- 
ther, in all the ten to bo chosen, more than two or I 
three would be nominated on an unpaid bill, by | 
coach-maker or fishmonger or tailor. j 

Johnson. Ah false suitor ) you have unwoven 
with your own hands Penelope’s bright web : you 
might have left it to Penelope herself: night 
wD^d have doaed again on it in scattered fila- 


Tocks, Ko, my dear sir, I have not h 
web ; I have only puffed away a design of it wh 
was neyer designed to be executed. Cadmus, wb o 
found letters, found also the dragon’s teeth to be 
sown among them and to consume them. Now 
we are in Asia, let us turn it to our purposes, as 
others do. 

The word Tartar, we are informed of late, is 
properly Tatoir in its own language : be it so : 
this is no sufficient reason why we also should be 
Tatars or speak tatar. The word Tartar has 
been received among us some centuries, and inva- 
riably used. Caractacus, CassibeXlaunus, and Bri^ 
tannia, are not exactly the British words : yet a 
Boman would have been ridiculed who, a hundred 
years after the reception of them, should rather 
have inserted the original British in his history. 
We are become well acquainted with Mahomet . 
but every man who has travelled in the Bast 
brings borne a new name for the prophet, and 
trims his turban to his own taste. 

Johnson. I am reminded of an observation 1 
made the other day, that some recent authors 
write Tartarian astbo adjective of Tartar: Tar- 
tarian is that of Tartarus: Tartar is itself an 
adjective. 

Tooke, 1 will pay you down on the nail a sub- 
stantive for your adjective. We say poulterer: 
we might as well say ministerer, masterer. and 
maltsterer. Our language, sir, is losing a little of 
its propriety every year. It becomes more trim 
by its espaliers ; but I wish I could say its fruit 
is the better for the reduction of its branches. 
We have anger and tcrath in our old language; 
resentment, rage, pique, the worse and weaker 
parts of the feeling, come from the French. 

Johnson. You place too little reliance upon 
good authorities. 

Tooke. Qood writers are authorities for only 
what is good, and by no means and in no de- 
gree for what is bad, which may be found even in 
them. 

Johnson. How then decide upon what is really 
bad or good] 

Tooke, By exercising our ratiocination upon it, 
and by comparing with it other modf « of expres- 
sion. Many of those who are generally called 
good writers are afraid of writing as they speak. 
This is a worse than panic ferr , and is the prin- 
cipal reason why our moderns are less rich and 
less easy than their predecessors. They are reluc 
tant to mount up above the time of Dryden ; no* 
indeed a mean writer in prose or poetry, singu- 
larly terse in his moral sentences and felicitous 
in his allusions ; but in copiousness and beauty ot 
language no more comparable to Barrow and 
Taylor and some others, than the canal in St 
James’s park is comparable to the Thames. If 
we wish to breathe freely and largely, and to fill 
our innermost breasts with the spirit of our lan- 
guage, we must ascend higher. 

Johnson, The most curious thing I know in it 
i% that soer and never should be synonymons. 
Can you account for ibis] 
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The mai of the llaliani, in like manner, | that the Greeks, vrho 4ive never lost thdr U> 
noth purpoBeB. kFere uever so idst is ! guagc, know Low to pronounce it better than Wo 
same in its meaning as JVere you teer ao ' do. Their diphthongs are almost i n se n sibly 
. The one is were yoa meer in your life ao just > : we give to their ai and oi our own deep* 
as upon this occasion : the other, howsoever juat mouthed tone, our own as exclusively as i in 
you were, mine, &c. 

Johnson. This satisfies me. I should myself Returning to the «, although we havd one word 
have given the same Bolution. of nine letters in which it occurs five times, and 

Toohe. It must then, Doctor, be a clear and another of only eight in which it appears as often 
easy one. ( possesses and assesses ), yet I once from curiosity 

Johihson. (aside ). The man’s words are ambigu- examined a hundred verses in Shakspeare and the 
ouB ; although it is plain that he is not aware of same number in Sophocles, and found it more 
it; for nothing was ever so serene as hia coun- frequent in the latter. If I had counted the ana, 
tenamro, so unembarrassed as his manner, so the Zfitas, and the psUt, which contain it^i the 
polite as his whole demeanour. Can this fel> difibrcnco would have been still greater. It is 
low now be in bis heart almost a republican? true, the Greek iambic contains more syllables 
Impossible ! than ours, but the number of letters is nearly the 

Tooke. Wc have another odd expression in the { same in each, 
verb help, when we say, 1 can not kelp thuikiny," Johnson. I am unsatisfied, after all, that the 
for "I can not hut think.” \iehelp in assisting English is, whether joined to the word or dis- 
and resisting. It is an exorcise of power : here joined from it, whether in fqll or in contrao' 
irhe i)ower is on the side of resistance. Again to tion, may not .be hia, as our grammarians have 
the spelling-book : Hind, bind, mind, find, wind supposed. 

(the verb), kind, blind, &c. we already have ac- Tooke. That it has not relation to Ms may be 
knowledged, are better written as they were for- demonstrated by its being common ^ ^oth mal^ 
merly, with a final e, as also child, wild, miM ; that and female, to both singular and plural : we saj 
the sound may accord with the spelling, which not only Ed\nn*s hook, but fhnwa's book,*‘und., with 
should always be t,be case where no very powerful as little hesitation, men*s 7nmds. Beside, the most 
reasop interposes its) ligher authority. Acht‘,yfhy part of old authors do not write the possessive 
not a/tv' ; /iei<ilii, why not hh/hth, as Milton writes case in is but in es ,* because e was the general 
itl Those who polish language, like those who termination of substantives, 
clean pictures, often rub away the colouring. There arc some words which, if we receive 
Rougliuess, you will tell me, is removed by the them, we camiot spell rightly ; they have bcoixso 
process of the moderns : I could adduce no few perverted by custom i^such are amaz% alar/^ a 
instances to the contrary. >fow do you imagine newt ; the first of which was a maz<’, the second 
that the fashionable way of writing entpresa's son, | a larutn, the, last an evel. Bo the French affaire, 
if we cunhl pronounce it accordingly, would be | and the Italian affare ; a faire, a fare ; demon- 
better tliaii ? No other language in the strable in the latter by the earlier word, still 

worhl (for 1 hough the serpent could once speak I equally in common use, facenda, res facieuda. 
he could never writ e) presents four esses in con- 1 Bower part of arbour, and cate is part of ddioate, 
junction. The final es is more proper, more Johnson. Is delicate then used anywhere as a 
ancient, more English, than the substitute hia, substantive for dc/icacy ? 

which Addison, Di^rlen (in “Ethridge hia court- Tooke. Marsion in qne of his plays says ji>n»cc^y 
ship”), and a crowd of inferiors, have employed, delicates. Dvbonuaire was formerly used in a 
Ralcigli himself, greatly more learned and elo- different sense from the present. ^*11 faut Hre 
queut. than either, writes “He was advised ot\ simple, ob(*man1 et debonnaire, pour Hre propre d 
Asdnibal his appr<iuch.” j receww rdigionj \ says Charron, a writer scarcely 

Johnson. Hoverting to the “ entpreaa'a aon” who less shrewd than Bacon and much more elegant* 
would no I, rather say “ son of the empress ”? But T have traccal the old gentleman pretty often 

Tooh\ T talk of what exists in the language, out of Seneca into Plutarch, 
not of what is best in it ; nor indeed would your Johnson. 1 do not much read French : that 
alteration be prcfci'iible in all contingencies. | language appears te have been greatly changed in 
What for instance think you of this ? “ We have j one century. 

heard of the ill state of health of the son of the Tooke. Even since Pascal, Menage, Hind Mad. 
empress of Russia.” The double genitive ought de Sevigne. Formerly to teach Greek was 
to be avoided as much as possible in all compo.si- 7nontrer le Grec : it would have been thought an 
tion: it has Ixowevcr a worse effect in modern Italian ism to say This is remarkable in 

languages than in aiuMcnt. To ours the ancient the French, that it is more figurative in common 
termination designating it., is highly advantageous. ' conversation than in ordinary prose writing, and 
It has not only two genitives, but let me also j more so in prose than in verse. A batterie de 
remark to you, it has a greater variety of sounds I oumue, a chapeau abime, an artificial fiower magni- 
in It than any other I know. \fique, a false curl superbe, a kidney-bean ill-boiled 

Johnson. Surely not than the Greek. ' hrrrihle, an old-fashioned coat affrem ; a turbot 

Tooke. Beyond a question ; if you acknowledge with*" a wrong sauce an assaaaiiiation. 



JOHNSON AND TOOKB. 


20i) 


We nee written mantuchmaker, for manteau- 
maker, a vulgar and ludicrous error : we see also 
ameliorate for meliorate^ although one would rea- 
sonably suppose that it signified the reverse. We 
write posthumous, in the silly opinion that the word 
is derived from post and huwus^ the germination 
in fact is nowise different from that of mammus 
and optumus in the Latin, although, by one of the 
chances common in language, it has e8cal|>ed that 
change in the middle syllable which the^ others 
have undergone. 

You would derive a good many ^i^ords from the 
Latifc which come" to us from nearer relatives in 
the North ; and there are some few which really 
are Latin, and you do not notice as such. What 
think you for instance of hocus ! poous ! ! 

Johnson. Sir* those are exclamations of con- ' 
jurors, as they call themselves, i 

Tooke. Well, Doctor, let us join them, and try I 
to be coi^iirors oitrselvcs a little. We know that 
the common people often use the aspirate unneces- 
sarily, and as often omit the i : for instance, they 
constantly say hnjeniM^ for iutjenious : u and i are 
Hjot only goTj^unded by us, as in yrttm for 
&c. but were equally s^ by the Itomans, us lacruma 
was lacnilfta. 

Johnson. You mean rather with y. 

Tooke. No; they oftenci^ wrote it with t: the 
conceited and ignorant used y, only to make it ] 
appear they knew the derivation. For the same 
reason among us people write thy me with the h, | 
contrary to the manner of pronouncing it. 

Johnson. Pray go on. 


and most others. Nothing is absurder; fm 
nothing is more self-evident than that a thing h 
this or that if there is no mistake. But by saying 
for instance, ** If I am not much mistaken, sir, you 
are doctor Johnson; ” the absurdity in the stranger 
would be none ; for he acknowledges a yrmt 
mistake iu taking you for another, or another 
for you. And the same may be said of any- 
thing else on which inquiry or curiosity has been 
exercised. 

Johnson. Sir, you mix up so much of compli- 
j merit with so much of argument, that I know not 
how I can answer you, unless* by saying that your 
observation on the phrase is perfectly correct, and 
that 1 believe it to be no less new. 

Tooke. We do many things now which we novel 
thought of doing formerly. We contemplate going 
to a l>all and dancing a fandango : we are installed 
iu a new lodging : we platui ourseltes in communi- 
cation : we take tea : this is an improvement, 

I we used to take physic only : and then we seek 
I our pillow : of all things upon earth the most 
I easily found, although soriiotimes the most unwill- 
! iugly. Wo can not bear an indifferent judge, or 
indifferent law, or indifferent history: we think 
them the reverse of what they are : in one word, 
bad. But no wonder ; we have been moving in a 
high circle, and beyond the sphere of utility, so 
that we fancy we have been edified by a sermon, 
and mistake a cluster of colleges for what it ia 
most remote from, a tinlrersity. 

Johnson. It is not we alone who do that. 

Tooke. Answer enough for every objection 


Tooke. The preliminaries are acceded to. Hocus There arc older ptculiarities which require atteu 
then is ocas, out of use, or oclus: pocu^ is pods. | tion and yet have not found it. You would sa? 


Johnson. What is that 1 


two or three times. 


Tooke. The ancient Romans, followed in this | 
by the modem Italians, wrote pods for pauds^ 
Clodius for i 'luudms, plodite for plaudite. Ocas 
pods, is, quickly ! at few words ! the conjuror’s 
word of command, as preesto is, 

Johnson. You pronounced pauds as if the c 
was k, 

Tooke. So did the Romans : we are taught 
by the Greek biographers and historians. They 
write Latin proper names accordirtg the pronun- 
eiatioii ; Kikeron, not Siserou, Kaisar not Scesar ; 
which to their cars would have been as absurtl 
Sato would have been for Cato. 

There are ajpo some few inaccuracies whereinto 
our most applauded speakers and our least objec- 
tionable writers have fallen. For instance, I had 
rather not }o: you had better not do it. This error 
arises from ambiguity of sound. Td rather, or ! 
rou*d rather : contractions of would, and pro- 1 
nounced more like had.* | 

If 1 am not mistaken, is often prefatory or 
parenthetical to an affirmative, in our language 

* *♦ Poet who hath been building up the rhyrnc . . . 
When he had better far have stretched bin limbs 
Beside a brook, iu mossy forest dell.” C!oi.kkix>cik. 

A aimllu’ Instance has been given (p. 159) from Middibtoii. 

*'A poet ftnd belter borrow anything except money than 
the thoughts of another.** Note to Don Jlak, c. v. 


Johnson. Why not ] 

Tooke. Because you would not say times. 
Johnson. I should rather say fwic.? t-r thrun 
j Certainly, as more cRgant. 

1 Tooke. Beside, it saves a word ; n^> mcoiipider- 
! able thing, wlieii we find a large family of young 
! tlioughts springing up about us, and calling on 
I us for decent clothing. 

Joh nsmi. Y on , who are fond enough of innovation 
in politics, are reluctant to admit any new improve- 
ment in our modes of compoffi+loo. Doubtless you 
think it as elegant to clofe-: a member of a sentence, 
or the sentence itself, with of, against, in, for, as 
I to write 'Svith which to contend,” “of wdiich to 
speak,” “ against which to write,” “ in which to 
jjartake,” “ for which to be zealous.” 

Tooke. Not only as elegant, but much more. 
It is strictly idiomatical ; it avoids an unnecessary 
word; and it is countenanced by the purest 
writers of Greece. The iambics of the tragedians 
(if that be anything) sometimes end with such 
I words as ewt, wapo, wegi, 'urro, Wep. I would rather 
I close a sentence thus ; there is nobody to contend 
with, than, there is nobody with whom to contend. 
rather with there Is none to fight against, than 
there is none with wh<.m to fight Fven the French 
formerly were not shocked at closing ji sen- 
1 tonce witli arec, although little accordai t with 
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litw language. We often hear, thcjira Milton writes, 

Jofcttaon. Well, why not 1 , “ »■ *■ »• ^ 

Tooke, Becauae wliat jirst or bp/orc, ia uot ^ leisure vm,** 

among. "Weliave lately seen such words as carry otU^ 

Jokwoue Tou liteu that wUtls 

Mm ia not o/. and that it has ceased to be sc 


Vj\ven, in the nautical ])lirase, it has parted com 
X>any ; yet surely you do not object to the expres- 
bIoh, “ the first of them.” 

Tooke, It lias not ceased to be of by being 
before : for of is oft however we may, for obvious 
reasons, separate them in the jiarta of speech. 
We perceive a slight sliadc of difference between 
yet ajid still. Tlio most remarkable example of it 
was given by a great foreign linguist, who, con- 
versing w'ith an English prelate on many occa- 
sions and at many different times, committed but 
one mistake, “ When this event happened I was 
not still born.” Above and over are not always 
synonymous. We may say hr. wept over me ; wc 
can not say he wept above me. The words can not 
remind me that these shouldalwaysbo separated ; 
a remark made by Ben Joiison, but never at- 
tended to. You arc wcll-rccw^ and vJ(^\-spokcny 
have you any objection to be \fG\\-monnied? 

Johnson. Strange inversion of active and jias- 

sivo. 

Tooke. Whatan outcry would bo raised against 
you or me if wc applied a verb in the singular to 
several nouns. 

Jo1m.so)i. And justly. 

Tooke. Yet elegance sometimes requires it, 
oven in our own language. The Italian has not 
repudiated it : Metastasio says, 

La inia Filli o la miu cctra 
8eini»rc cara a me sard : ’’ 

And Petrarca, 

“Benedetto sia il giorno e ’I mose e, I'aniio.” 

The best of the French poets and prose- writers 
have complied with it, and the Athenians cher- 
ished it. 

Johvson. Wc look rather to the Latin. 

Tooke. Even there, in the most common school- 
books wc find it. Virgil says, 


whereas it is forced to say quite the contrary, carrp 
into effect. To open vp ” is no less wrong than 
to €xa.mine into : up is redundant ; into* is inap- 
plicable; for to examine is to weigh out. But 
where we arc pleased, improprieties pass by un- 
noticed. In Shakspeare we have (not of Shak- 
speare, however, but of the printer), ^ # 

** I noVer yet did hoar 

That the bruised heart was pierced through the ear.” 

As we read these verses they are nonsense. It 
should be pieced (made whole again), not pierced 
(made sensible). Being " bruised ” it could not 
want this. 

Johnson. This reading nevef occurr^ to me. 
Have you any more i 

Tooke. Several, and quite as obvious. But let 
US rather walk back again to the old serviceable 
words we left behind. ^ w 

Johnson. And now, pray, what more would you 
antiquate ? 

I Tooke. Whatever is reasonable. Can it be 
questioned that/rfe^id written frerndf as we pro- 
nounce it and as good authors wrote it formerly, 
is better ? If we write, as we do,* diameter and 
ihermeymetrr, should wc not also meter f Just 
now we were speaking of who and which. In 
the Litany, Our fatlier which art in heaven,” 
is often read by conceited young clergymen, 

. " who art.” ‘ 

Johnson. I would strip their gowns over their 
'^oulders. 

Tooke. To some purpose, I hope. Waller writes^ 

“ Let those which only warble love. 

And gargle in their throat.’* 

Johnson. In that poem, arldressed to Henry 
Lawes, Waller's expression is more vigorous and 
happy than usual, especially in the following 
words, 

“ Makoci taUy from the breast.” 


“ Vocal itigoiili claniore Cytheron 
Ttiigetique ciines domitorquo Kpidaurus equorutn." 

The first page of Horace offers also an example. 

” Metsque fervidis 
Evitata rotis pnlmaque nobilis 
Torrarum dominos eveliit ad deos.” 

And again, 

‘ Dum pudor 

Imbollisquo lyric miisa potons vetot." 

Johnson. These are strong instances; but I 
would rather you adduced an authority from some 
great writer in prose. 

Tooho. 1 will adduce one from the most un- 
questionable of all Latin grammarians, Quintilian. 
** Et animaiitium quoque sernione carentium ira, 
Isetitia, adulatio, y;l oculis et quibusdam aliis 
'^rpoiis ftlgnis depreheudftur.” 


He wrote as elegantly as South. 

Tooke. No high compliment. South was clever 
and dexterous. Throw out a flimsy and showy 
argument to him, and he will bite it to pieces 
from between his ruffles as a lapdog an em- 
broidered glove. He spells many wor^s rightly : 
for example, scepter, counsJs, exit, honor, puJUic, 
prodame, procede, humor, stUable, onely, wqolfe; 
others wrongly : for example, doe (do), hapned, 
weakned, heightned, hardned, souldier, pMique, 
daign, supream. He uses act for actuate, " Petty 
tyrants acted by party,” “ acts the whole tnan.” 
Then " What course have we took to allure the 
former?” "The most effectual way to destroy 
reli^on is to embase (debase) the teachers and 
dispensers of it.” Worst of all, " Their opinions 
icRolly divided.” Here the word is first badly 
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jfof whole must hivMy or wholdy, as soZ« is 1 the only safeguards for us : and theirs is the onl^ 
jAy iyt taieiy : the adverb can not have a double 2 1 station 1 wish to be hereditary. I have seen 
if the adjective hf« ^ a single one. I have before a child bom to a large fortune^ so carefully 
remarked this. wrapped up, so protected from a breath of air, 

Johmon, Sir, I would rather you found faults that his estate, when he came tb possess it, was 
In South than authority in Hume. no enjoyment to him ; in like manner is the 

Toohe» Certainly the others were quite sufficient seclusion of princes from the people uyurious to 
without him. I would only aemonstrate by it them, infecting their moral vigour, and contracting 
that the practice has continued down to the pre- the action of the heart. I do not blame any at- 
sent day in an unbroken line of good authors. tachment in which pity and generosity arc con- 
Johimn. I am not to be guided in my language cerned. But if you commiserate the Stuarts, 
by a Scotchman. * spare at least the nation which rose in arms for 

Toohe, Then take any of the others you prefer, tlfeir defence, and whose sliouts of enthusiasm 
Archibald Bower is a Scotchman, yet he writes you might almost have heard at Lichfield, 
witll almost as much purity as Blackstonc himself. Johnson. I hoard them nearer : but no more on 
But, Doctor, why this hokility to writers whenever that. Prejudices I may have ; for what man is 
have molested you? It seems wonderful that you without them ? but mine, sir, are not such as tend 
should hate the nation as you do, a nation which to the relaxation of morals, the throwing down d 
would have restored the prince you reverenced, distinctions, the withholding of tribute to whom 
If there were any worth in him of any kind what- tribute is due, honour to whom honour. You and 
ever, it might have created a desire to see him your tribe are no more favourable to liberty than 
supersede the ocdlipant of liis grandfather’s throne, 1 am. The chief difference is, and the difference 
provided we could be sure of his maintaining the is wide indeed, that 1 would give the larger part 
religion and liberties of the people. But since no of it to the most worthy, you to the most un- 
member of that family ever had honour enough worthy. I would exact a becoming deference 
4io maintain* his word, or religion enough to ob- from inferiors to superiors ; and I would not re- 
serve his^th, your pi'obity would surely suppress move my neighbour’s land mark, swearing in 
your premlection. open court that there never was any but an ima- 

Johnson. Kings, good ^ bad, aro not to be ginary line between the two parties. Depend 
roughly handled or irreverently approached. upon it, if the time should come when you gen- 
Tookt. If the nation looks at them for an ex- tlemen of the hustings have persuaded the popu- 
ample, and finds the example a bad one ; if those lace that they may hoot down and trample on men 
neared their persons imitate them; if the imita- ofintegrity and information, you yourself will lead 
tion goes on in exaggerated lines until in every an uncomfortable life, and they a restless and pro- 
house and bed-chamber there is a copy of it ; the fitless one. No man is happier than ho who, being 
mischief is enormous, and it may ^continue far in a humble station, is treated with affability and 
beyond our calculation. Never do even the best kindness by one in a higher. Do you believe 
kings sympathise deeply with the sufiTerings of that any opposition, any success, against this 
the people. Their preachers and courtiers tak^ higher can afford the same pleasure ? If you do, 
out the heart and entrails, put strong spices in little have you lived among the people whose 
room of them, stroke the plumage softly down, cause you patronise, little know you of their 
infix false eyes, and place them in glass cases character and nature. We are happy by the 
out of reach. interchange of kind offices, and even by the ox- 

Johnsq^. Out of reach f So they should be. pression of good-will. Heat and ai.l>x»'>siiy, contest 
Tooke. Has the practice been successful in the and conflict, may sharpen the wits, although they 

S rinces you supported ? or does it promise any rarely do ; they never strengthen the understand- 
otter success in those who supersede them? ing, clear the perspicacity, guide the judgment; 
Johnson, You would have no5e,* or improve the heart. 

Tooke. Ton mistake. Hereditary kings are 


LOPEZ BANOS AND ROMERO ALPUENTE. 

JSagos.^At length, Alpuentc, the saints of the who would eat us up quick, so despitefully is he 
Holy Alliance have declared war against us. set against us. 

Alpuewte. I never heard it until now. Banos. Read the manifesto. Why do you 

BoAos. They direct a memorial to the King of laugh ? Is not this a declaration of hostilities ? 
France, inviting him to take such measures as his Aljnient/e. To Spaniards, yes. I laughed at the 
Mi^esty in his wisdom shall deem convenient, in folly and impudence of men who, for the present 
order to avert the calamities of war and the danger of a tobacco-box with a fool’s head upon it, string 
of discord from his frontier. together these old peeled pearls of diplomatic elo* 

A God forbid that so great a king should quence, and foist them upon the world as argn- 
ftdl upon uf> * O Lord, save us from our cifemy, ments and truths. Do kings imagine that they 
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can as easily deceive as they c.vn enslave 1 and 
that the mind is as much under their sna^e, as 
the body is under their axe and halter 1 Bring 
before me one^of them, Lopez, wlio has not vio- 
lated some promise, who has not usurped some 
territory, who has not oppressed and subjugated 
some people ; then I will believe liim, then I will 
obey him, then I will acknowledge that those lite- 
rary heralds who trumpet forth his praises with 
the newspaper in their hands, are upright and 
uncomipted. The courage of Spain delivered the 
wretched kings from the cane and drum-head of 
a Corsican. Which of them did not crouch before 
him ] which did no^ flatter him 1 which did not 
execute his orders'# which did not court his pro- 
tection? which did not solicit his favour? which did 
not entreat his forbearance ? which did not implore 
his pardon ? which did not abandon and betray 
him ? No ties either of blood or of religion led or 
restrained these neophytes in holiness. And now 
forsooth the calamities of war and the dangers of 
discord are to be averted, by arming one part of 
our countrymen against the other, by stationing a j 
military force on our frontier for the reception of j 
murderers, traitors, and incendiaries, and by 
pointing the bayonet and cannon in our faces. 
A beaten enemy now dictates terms and condi- 
tions : and this most Christ-ian majesty ’* tells | 
as, that unless we accept them instantly, the | 
nephew of Henry the fourth shall march against ■ 
ns . . . with his army, and his feather. | 

Baiios. Ah I that weighs more. 

AlpuerU'C. The French army will march over j 
fields which already cover French armies, and : 
over which the oldest and brat est part of it fled | 
in ignominy and dismay, before our shepherd- 
boya and hunters. What the veterans of Napoleon 
failed to execute the household of Louis will ac- 
complish. Parisians ! let your comic-opera-house 
lie among its ruins ; it can not be wanted this 
season. 1 trust in heaven, that, whoever leads 
them, will find an abler in the leader of ours. 
Upon the summit of the Pyrenees, in the Seo de 
Urffel, Is stationed the vigilant and indefatigable* 
Mina. Among all the generals of the various 
nations that have come forward in our days on 
the same field, he is the only one who never lost 
a good oj)portiiiiity of fighting, or seized a bad 
one. He gained victories even when his escape 
from surrounding armies was deemed impossible ; 
"^nd he seems lo think every soldier in his own a ' 
part of himself. Otlicrs, when they have ceased 
to command, deem it famous to excel the young- ' 
eat officer in feats of licentiousness : he is absti- ' 
nent from all light pleasures, knowing that who- 1 
ever is most reverenced is best obeyed. Others i 
trip from title upon title, and stoop to pick up I 
pension after pension : Mina is contented >vith j 
the name of Mina : and the faro of a soldier satis- 
fies him as completely as the fame. 

Little is that, O Lopez, which any man can 
give us : but that which we can give ourselves is 
Infinitely great. This of all truths, when .cted 
ujjon consistently, is the most important to our 


happiness and glqiy ; and I knownot whtZ&m I9 
ignorance or deceit it has been kept bo long a 
secret from mankind. 

I now have time to think for a moment on 
the troops which, yon tell me, are coming 
against us. 

What 1 shall those battalions which fought bo 
many years for freedom, so many for glory, be 
supplementary bands to barbarians from Cancasns 
and Imaus ] shall they shed the remaindef^of their 
blood fo destroy a cause, for the maintenance of 
which they oflfered up its first libation? Time will 
solve this problem, the most momentous in its 
solution that ever lay before man. One w*3uld 
imagine that those who invented the story of JPro- 
rtK'iJteiu}, were gifted with the spirit of prophecy, 
announcing how human genius was, in process of 
time, to be chained for over to the Scythian rock. 
Incredible is it, nevertheless, that % barbarian 
enthroned upon it, should dictate hh^^ravinga to 
all nations! a madman whose father was sufibcated 
in his bed for less mischievous insanity. If we are 
conquered, of which at present I have no appre- 
hension, Europe must become the theatre of new 
wars, and be divided first into three pprts, afteih 
ward into two ; and the ne- d- generation may eee 
all her states and provinces the propel ty of one 
autocrat, and governed by the most ignorant and 
lawless of her nations. 

Baiios. We Spaniards are accused of republi- 
canism. The falsehood of this accusation iseWnced 
by the plain acknowledged fact, that, when we 
could have established a republic, we declined it 
On the contrary, we werepersecutors, I am ashamed 
to say it, of those who first were liberal among UB, 

I and who belteved (for the wretchedness of ourcon- 
, dition led them thus far into credulity) that Bonsr 
; jarte would be the deliverer of Spain. Bveiy man 
j who was inclined to republicanism, was inclined 
i to France ; and these were objects of hatred to our 
I new government. The great favourers of repub- 
I licanism are kings themselves ; who now demon- 
; strate to the world thfit no trust or confidence is 
' to he reposed in thorn ; and who liave at all times 
shown a disposition to push their prerogative deep 
into the constitution of their states ; not to 
, mention, as aMihg in the furtherance of the cause, 

I the frugality and fairness of goverments which are 
without those hard excrescences called kings, 
lie of France is proclaimed by his confederates to 
be a virtuous one : yet he lies in the face of the 
universe : he declares he has no intention of 
attacking us, and without any change jn our con- 
duct, he attacks. 

J Ipmrda. He perhaps is a virtuous and con 
sistent king : yet when the pictures and statues at 
Paris were demanded back, he told Oanova that 
he might indeed take those of his master, the 
pope, but desired him to hear in mind that it was 
without his consent. Now these things were 
restored to their old possessors by the same means 
and on the same principles as his throne was 
rest<rred lo him. He perhaps is a virtuous and 
consistent king : yet he refused the payment of 
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.4ebts contracted by him when he was not one, on 
pretext of an obsolete law. 

Bcbikos, You would make him out, Alpuente, a 
most detestable rogue ; as vile and worthless as 
another of the same family, who exacted 82,000 
crowns for his private purse, before he would sign 
a contract for furnishing with previsions the 
foreign troops that held him tight upon his throne, 
•saying, I too must have oil for my macaroni.” 

AlpvsrUe. So far am I from wishing to point 
him out as a bad king, I acknowledge hi!n to be 
among the best now living ; yet certainly there is 
nothing in him to render us more enamoured of 
royalty, oi^more attached to the family of Bourbon. 

Banos. A pink orbicular good-dinner face, after 
praising the Lord of Hosts for his capons and 
oysters, beseeches him in his mercy and loving- 
kindness, to lift a little his flaming sword over 
Spain, in defence of kings and faith ; and then, in 
fhll confidence of the Lord’s righteousness, orders 
ou£ an army to llssist him in the, enterprise, and 
falls fast asleep. 

Alpuente. Was the people of Spain, then, grown 
more idle! more vicious ^ Was it revolt that 
•threw ut iiiTb wretchedness 1 or (if the question is 
a lawful one) was it^ivretchedness that threw us 
into revolt ] 

Ba/fios. The King of F^fince can answer this, 
and will answer it one day, if Gk)d is what that 
king acknowledges he believes he is. 

Our nation was beginning to flourish : the pri- 
vileged orders had become reconciled to Justice, 
and the lower had begun to experience her pro- 
tection, when a king, distributing arms and 
money, by promising aid, protection, and honours, 
excited the ignorant and necessitous to insurrec- 
tion and treason. And what king was this 'i one 
whom treason and insurrection had twice drivqp 
from his throne. Keither he nor any else could 
bo unaware what calamities must ensue if his 
plan succeeded ; and that the bravest, the most 
enl^htened, the most virtuous of Spaniards, would 
, be imprisoned, impoverisned, exiled, murdered, to 
exalt the most cowardly, the most bigoted, the 
most perfidious, the most ungrateful; a wretch 
whom his father had cursed, wliom his mother had 
disowned, and whom the nation* ho betrayed and 
degraded had forgiven 1 

The most Christian king invades us, that a 
limited power, in every act beneficial to the people, 
and employed by the magistrates with such cle- 
mency and discretion as History in like circum- 
stances %ever hath recorded, should be wrested 
from those who hold it by the choice and order of 
ilieir fellow-citizens, and be transferred without 
stipulation or restriction, to one who had u8uri)ed 
it his parent, who had betrayed it to his 
enemy, and who never had exerted it, a siugle 
hour, but to the detriment and dishonour of his 
people. I do not condole with you, Al])uente, on 
what is ordinary ; that even constitutional kings 
abandoned and deceived us ; and that equity and 
poU<?y were disarmed by solicitation and falsehood. 
NaUons are never aided by princes; not even when 


those princes, as far as the common oye can follow 
them, have walked in the paths of rectitude through 
life ; and the worst of their fraternity have always 
been succoured more %ealousIy than the best. 
With such men it is easier for despots to make 
favourable treaties, and for intriguers to raise large 
fortunes. 

Alpuank. It appears to be resolved by every 
prince in Europe, that thoir counsels, administra- 
tions, and systems, shall henceforward be the same 
throughout. 

•BaHos. To what purpose ? To condemn tens of 
thousands to want, imprisonment, death, exile, 
insult (I bring before you these calamities in the 
order we Spaniards feci them) ; hundreds of thou- 
sands to loss of property, loss of relatives, loss of 
friends; millions to barbarism; all to degradation 1 
Men, formerly honoured by the appellation of 
flocks, are now considered more like their grapes 
and olives, good for nothing until trodden upon 
and pressed. They talk about order : what order is 
there where one man is in place of all ? They talk 
about civilisation : what civilisation is there where 
there is imposed on the citizen not only that which 
he shall do and forbear, but that which he shall 
believe 1 They talk of law : what law is there 
where a failure in belief is subject to a severer 
penalty than a failure in performance or forbear- 
ance 'I They talk of domestic duties : what are 
those where a wife is imprisoned for comforting 
her husband 1 * 

Thus, familiar and sportive with absurdity are 
Cruelty and Injustice ! Cruelly in all countries 
is the companion of auger : but there is only one, 
and never was Another on the globe, where she 
coquets both with anger and mirth. Yet in the 
Revolution of that peojfie, marked by every atro- 
city for twenty years together, if there was more 
bloodshed tlian among the Spaniards, there was 
less sufferi ug within equal periods ; for triumphs 
lightened it. Spain neaves with abject weakness, 
and writhes under intolerable domination. 

Dotnestie virtues, you see, are political crimes; 
and imprisonment is the rowanl of them from 
Catholic and most Christian kings. They imagine 
vain dangers, and can not see real ones. Never 
was there a revolution, or material change in 
government, eftected with p'' little bloodshed, so 
little opposition, so lltiio sorrow or disquietude, 
as ours. Months had passed away, years were 
rolling over us, institutions were consolidating, 
superstition was relaxing, ingratitude and perfidy 
were as much forgotten by us as our services and 
Bufierings were forgotten by Ferdinand, when 
emissaries, and gold, and arms, and Fait/i inciting 
to discord and rebellion, crossed our frontier. 
The religion of Constantino and of Charlemagne, 
falsely called the ChriHtiaii, and subversive of its 
doctrines and its benefits, roused brother against 
brother, sou against father; and our fortresses, 

^ Juki; ERpafia peribhea on the ficaffold ; and hia wife 
lan^uibhod in piisun because slie iuid given him rm asylum 
while a fugitive, instead of denouncing him, Iluniboldt, 
Personal Ifarrative, vol. iii. p- 474. 
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garnished with the bayonets of France, echoed 
with the watchword of the Vatican. The name 
of God hath always beei^ invoked when any great 
violence or injustice was to be perpetrated. No 
fatal blow against the liberties of mankind or 
against the tranquillity of nations hath ever been 
aimed without religion. Even the son of Tarquin, 
the violator of whatever is most dear in domestic 
and social life, even he, on invading his country, 
called upon the Gods to Avenge the cause of kings.* 
If Ferdinand had regarded his oath, and had 
acceded, in onr sense of the word faith, to the con- 
stitution of his country, from which there hardly 
was a dissentient voice among the industrious and 
the unambitious, among the peaceable and the 
wise, would he have eaten one dinner with less 
appetite, or have embroidered one petticoat with 
less taste Would the saints along his chapel-walls 
have smiled upon him less graciously, or would 
thy tooth, holy Dominic ! have left a less plea- 
sureable impression on his lips 1 Only two strong 
truths could have shocked him, instead of the 
many personal ones ho drew upon his head ; j 
namely, that damnable does not mean combustible, | 
and that Uiere is the worst heresy where is impos- 
ture for the sake of power or profit. Such truths 
however are now, it appears, to be bundled up with 
g^rse, broom, and hazel ; and he who exposed the 
mysteries of the Inquisition, f may soon be a pri- 
soner in its lowest chambers, having been ex])elled 
from the territoiy, as might be expected, of the 
most Christian king. His most cliristian majesty 
insists, "that Ferdinand may give his people those ; 
institutions which they can ha)^^ from him only." 
Yes, these are his expressions, Alpuentc ; these , 
the doctrines for the propagation of which our 
country is to be invaded with fire and sword ; this 
is government, this is order, this is faith ! Ferdi- ! 
nand v)as at liberty to give us his institutions : he | 
gave them. He restored to us the Inquisition ; j 
he restored her with all her jewels about her, her 
screws and pulleys, her pincers and molten lead. 
He restored her encompassed with all her digni- 
taries, her ministers, and pursuivants, and fami- 
liars ; her insulting clemency, her perfidious pity, 
her triumphal jubilee, and her penal fires. Again, 
he blesses us with processions, and missions, and ^ 
miracles : again, we are regenerated in the flesh 
with fasts and scourges. And government in 
danger's What] under the wisdom and piety,! 
the tutelage aud intercession, of Ferdinand ] The 
riests are more pow^erful than God himself. So 
irange and intractable a creature was man, not 
mly when he was made but when he was making, 
thatGod rested himself immediately after theopera- 
tion. Now, Seiior, here stands before you from 
Astorga or Las Herreras, a clever young prig of a 
priestling, puts a wafer into a baby-box, lifts it up 
half a cubit, and, by the body of Sant-lago ! out 
come a leash of Gods created at a word, and a- 
Btart at the tinkling of a bell. 

AlpuerUe, Senor Lopez ! be graver on thin. It 

* JNi regum ultores sdeste! liv. Jl. 6. f Lr>rentc. 


was the belief of our countxy when she wm beitet 
and happier than she is at present. The body of 
men who introduced it, bring us now, by their evil 
courses, to disbelieve it. But such bodies, by 
immersion in it, would become turbid, and 
cause perhaps to ke rejected the water of a purer 
stream. Vf^hatever they touch they defile. They 
abjure the world and they riot in its profusion. 
Let us abjure them; and there cease the abjura- 
tion. iAwake no man from a dream unless he 
struggles in it. A weak belief is preferable to a 
bitter unbelief. 

Banos. If there exists in my garden^ a beautiful 
plant falling into an unsound condition, no longer 
upright, but stretching across the path, and at- 
tracting by its juices or its odour innumerable 
insects, which not only prey upon it buf eover 
every other all around, and seize upon and cor- 
rode their buds, and suck out their very pith: 
although I may not perhaps capt it utterly away, 
I cut it down close to the ground, removing the 
weeds and dead incumbrances from about and 
hoping for straightcr and healthier shoots another 
season. ^ 

AlpueritA'. To support t^^p throne tliat crushes 
I and the altar that chokes us, march fm-^ard the 
warlike Louis and the pr&ux Chateaubriand. Be- 
I hold them advancing Vide by side against the calm 
I opponents of Roman bulls. The French minister 
I has given to his private friends a strange feasor, 
for g^ing to war with us, telling then*,, be must 
either fight in Spain or on the Rhine. 

Bathos, Ho was provQjked then, not by the m»f 
before him, but by the man in the roar, and fauJ;f 
kicked intoc courage. A brave citizen or brave 
nation resents a threat above an injury. Hero 
n^Hher was injury nor threat from us : th^ oaxne 
from behind the scenes aud beneath the lamps, 
from manager and prompter. Under the adminis- 
tration of this whining fox, more than thirty slave- 
vessels sailed in the present year from the port o( 
Nantes only ; all armed> all equipped with chains 
and instruments of torture. If he was ignorant of 
this, he was little fit to be minister ; if he knew 
it, he was less. Often as he dips into letters, will 
he never come* u^;) again with a filament of dialec- 
tics, or a grain of undirty reasoning, on some part 
of him ] Did he not lately say to those who hod 
been bleeding in the battles of their country, 
"Constantinople has not despotism enough to 
secure us from your liberty." Did he not demand 
the punishment of death to be inflicted on the 
authors of seditious writings ] • 

Alpuentc. A decree so sanguinary and raving 
never issued forth in the dog-days of the Revo- 
lution. No Louis, no Charles, conceived It 
was reserved as a supplement to The Spifit qf 
Christianity. And this imbecile Chateaubriand 
would wash out his inkstains with blood 1 This 
paralytic dwarf would shove on his imwieldy king 
into carnage ! 

BQ.hos. Although his majesty be brave as Maxi- 
min at a breakfast, he will find it easier to eat hit 
sixty-four cutlets than to conquer Spain. 
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jjLvpwsmt, An unprudenlr step amid armies is unattainable. A housebreaker is condemned tr. 

* raised for the defence of other principles, may be die : a city-breaker is celebrated by an inscription 
ruinous to his dynasty. over the gate. Tho murder of thousands, soon 

Batios. Principles do not mainly influence even perpetrated and past, is not the greatest mischief 
the principled : wo talk on principle, but we act he does : it is followed by tho baseness of millions, 
on interest. Th*. French army will find little deepening for ages. Eveiy virtuous man in the 
plunder ; and the Fren(jh people must endure new universe is a member of that grand Amphictyonic 
taxes. A Spanish war may precipitate Louis council, which should pass sentence on the toe 
where an American war dragged his elder brother, powerful, and provide that it be duly executed. 
One rule is to be followed in all such revolutions It is just and it is necessary, that those who perti- 
as ours. I could lay it down plainly to you ; but naciously insist on an unnatural state of society, 
were I speaking to others, I would deliver it in should suffer by the shock things make in recover- 
th^ form of apologue. ing their equipoise. 

Give it me in that or any. Batios. We have hitherto done our utmost to 

Banos. Two dogs were fighting for a bone: secure the advanteges wc have obtained. In eveiy 
other dogs ran from the vicinity to take part in revolution, the lauded property of tho crown and 
tho quarrel. A man tossed the bone with his stick clergy should bo divided into parcels. Out of 
over the wall. • As nothing now was to be fought these the creditors of the state should first be 
for, the high belligerents parted : the others hur- paid ; afterward farms and tenements should be 
ried back again, and quarrelled among themselves, allotted to public officers, in place of money, 
until their majors whipped them soundly and reverting to the government on their dismissal or 
kennelled them. At the first barking you licar, decease ; lastly, the military should have theii* 
remove the bone. part, on condition of serving well and faithfully 

Alpuente. In wars the least guilty are the suf- a Btipulate<l time, during which they might cOn- 
ferers. ^In.^hese, as in everything, wc should con- sign the care and culture of it to their fathers or 
tract as much as jUipssible the circle of human brothers or friends. Should any such land b*^ 
misery.* The deluded and enslaved should be so j remaining unappropriated, it ought to be offered 
far spared as is consistent with security : the most j for sale, partly in small portions, partly in largo ; 
atrocious of murderers aiifl incendiaries, the pur- 1 in tho former case, that as many as possible be 
veyors and hirers of them, should be removed at interested in obstructing the return of despotism ; 
any expense or hazard. If we show little mercy in the latter, that the rich capitalists, who other- 
to the robber wtio enters a house by force, and less wise would he slow in doing it, might be 
to him who eaters it in the season of desolation, stimulated by avarice, and might labour in loose 
what portion of it ouglU- to be extended toward j traces for the public good. Whether the full 
those who, in the height of such a season, assail value be paid is unimportant : what wc want to 
every house in our country 1 How much of crime | do, is to give men an interest in their country, 
and wretchedness may often be averted, how many | Every village-priest should have an augmentation 
years of tranquillity may sometimes be ensured to | of revenue from the episcopal tables. No bishop 
a nation, by one well chosen example ! Is it Hot - should have more than three thousand crOwns 
better than to witness the grief of the virtuous for j yearly, nor ever be permitted to sleep out of his 
the debasement and suffocation of virtue, and the i diocese. The ‘W'holc of his salary should be paid 
extinction of those bright, lofty hopes, for which | from the treasury ; the whole of tho priest’s should 
the juster and wiser m every age contended? I accrue from the land assigned to him. No con- 
Where is the man, worthy of the name, who ‘would j vent of males or females should be tolerated, 
be less affected at the lamentation of one mother | Alpnenie, In your assignment of so large a sum 
for her son, slain in defending his country, than i as three thousand crowns annually to the bishop, 
at the extermination of some six o* seven usurpers, j your liberality far outstrips your equity, as I 
commanding or attempting its invasion ? National | think I can easily and satisfactorily demonstrate 
safety legitimates all means employed upon it. to you. Suppose the j riobO has three hundred : 
Criminals have been punished differently in dif- do you believe the bishop is ten times wiser, ten 
ferent countries : but all enlightened, all honest, times better, ten times more active? Do you 
all civilised men, agree wJio are criminals. The imagine the duty is ten times more difficult in the 
Athenians were perhaps as well-informed and intcl- 1 performance of regulating tho regulated, for such 
ligent al the people on lake Ladoga : they knew j his clergy should bo ; than the other’s in regulat- 
nothing of the knout, I confess, and no family | ing the ignorant, as the greater part of his 
among them boasted a succession of assassins, in ] parishioners must be ? Then, unless you insist, 
wives, sons, fathers, and husbands : but he who which no men is less ready to do, that the civil 
endangered or injured his country was condemned power should be subordinate in weight and 
to the draught of hemlock. They could punish the dignity to the spiritual, you surely would not' 
offence in another manner : if any nation can not, allow to the superintendent of few a larger stipend 
shall that nation therefore leave it unpunished'! than to the superintendent of many; and yet. 
And shall tho guiltiest of men enjoy impunity according to your suggestion, a bishop should be 
from a consideration of modes and means ?»Justice paid higher than an alcalde or corregidor; an 
U not to be neglected l»ecause what is preferable I absuriUty so great (i>ardon me, good Lopez *1 
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nothing but superstition could tolerate, nothing 
hut despotism could devise. In the country 
where an archl)i.s)i(»i) is sni)erior in rank to a 
general, a bishop to a colonel, things have not yet 
found their just i>rop()riioiis nor their full and 
final settloniout. The ])oi.son may have evapo- 
rated or have boon poured out, but the vessel is 
darkened by the dregs and crust. Enormity of 
absurdity and abuse ! That the inmates of college 
and cloister, whose best learning arc the actions 
of the just and brave, should for possessing this 
knowledge, of tlicm, take precedency of those 
whose actions in the field liave been as braye, 
whose decisions in the courts of judicature have 
been as just. • | 

Bit ft os. Wc truly are less men than they ! he it ! 
so ! but why are we ? Hecause we left one with his 
ear against a giiTs lips attlio confessional, another 
at ]>lay with St. Augustin, a third asleep in his 
innocence, and wont forth against the invaders of 
our country, and brought back until us these 
scars : marks of ignominy and re])robation ! And 
now, it appears, they arc to be over-scored by 
fresh ones. Wc may indeed avoid a war if we . 
will ado})t the rickety children at the. next door: ! 
if we will only build a house of jieers we may live ’ 
quietly in our own. A ])oorage I (^onsider as the ' 
parkpaliiig of desjiotisiu, arranged to keep in 
creatures both tame, and wild for diversion and 
luxury. Such instruments an; to kings what 
j)oles are to rope-dancers, eii.ibling them to play 
their tricks above! tlic 1 leads of the people with 
greater confidence and secui’ity. 

Alpumii'. The wisest and most independent 
of English jiarliaments declared tlie thing useless ; 
hutCromwell, when he seized tlnysiijircme power, 
thought it needful to resume, such a support. If | 
the ojiinion of his nation is now fiivouralde to it, 
let us J'esjieet it : but let us also teach that nation 
to respect ours, always h‘ss biassed by ])rivato 
interests and less addicted to party. Tlic princi- 
pal gods of aiitiijuity Jiad each liis favourite tree ; 
and some nations too, the ICiiglish for example, 
the.ii’s, the oak. 'Plie Spaniard lias rather the 
qualities of the cedar : ])atieut of cold and beat, 
nourished on little, loft}^ and dark, unbending 
and incoiTuptihlc. 

Nothing sliould stand between the nation and j 
ehief magistrate : the laws aloiu! should he I 
fhccks : a free people can acknowledge no other. | 
' I these religion is included, which indeed is the 
great law-head wlieiice t hey eni.nnate. It is WTitten 
in the heart of every man ; but it is often so badly 
spelt as t/O heeomi! a matter of contest, by the 
notaries who traflie, in tmnscrihiiig it. 

The Ereiieli, ridiculous as it may appear, would 
be our teachers. Let us not envy them the 
facility with which they build uj) constitutions 
and pull them down again, with which they take 
oaths and countcr-oaths, with which while they 
violate honesty they declaim on honour : let us 
only ask of them, who of their most applauded 


of his country or ite d&uderf Ingratitude^ the 
most odious of primes in other countries, is not 
even a blemish there : the sign of the cross laid 
over the uniform heals it perfectly. liead over 
the list of marshals: which of them has not 
abandoned his benefactor! Which of them does 
not drink to the health of Louis from wine poured 
out to him by NafJbleon 1 

Banos, Dignity without pride was formerly the 
characteristic of greatness: the revolution in 
morals is completed, and it is now pride without 
dignityf 

Alpiuinte. The republic gave commissions for 
robbery ; the despot gives keys to secure it ^ so 
that every thief, issuing from the foul arfd slippery 
alleys of politics, is glad to creep under the 
ermine. Look again at those French marshals, 
whose heads are now^ peeping out from it in quest 
of fresh plunder : to which of them does not my 
remark apply, even of those whoso palms and 
foreheads arc the least deeply branded! 

Banos. France is powerful by the weakness of 
Spain, in some ‘degree ; and the elder branch of 
the Bourbons hath always had the means of 
inculcating this truth on the younger. " If your 
people arc flourishing they will be string*, if they 
are strong they will lie tiirbu^^fent : the richer they 
arc, the poorer w ill you be. Let them recover 
their rights, as they cqll them, and you will lose 
your mines and your chases.” The mostivretched 
I nations make the most splendid kings, as the 
! thinnest rags the most lustrous paper. 

A Ipuerde. England, I trust, will exert her in- 
fluence and her authority : for she loses what 
France gains. • 

Ba/Zios. There are two which you cannot trust 
at once ; Exjierience and England. As the 
Catholic Church holds that faith is not to be kept 
W'ith heretics, so does the policy of England hold 
that none is t,o be kept with nations. On this 
she hath acted of late universally, but most openly 
and scandalously in lier promises to Sicily. In 
regard to Spain, she seems resolved to adopt the 
principles of the Holy ^Illiance ; her king, it is 
said, has approved them, and has expressed his 
regret that the constitution did not permit him 
to enter into the confederacy ; the first time, I 
believe, that a Viiig of England has openly re- 
gretted the precautions imposed on him by the 
constitution wdiich placed his family on the 
hronc. If \ve should go further than we have 
done, if wc should vote on proofs of treason that 
our king has abdicated Ins, will England condemn 
in us what in herself she glorifies ? No, England 
will not condemn us, but her government will 
abandon us. 

A Ijnimtc. Yet at this moment she could obtain 
from us more than her wars have given her. By 
the cession of a fortress, from which she derives 
no other advantage than the appointment of 
an old drowsy governor to about one hundred 
thousand crowns yearly, she might possess onr 


public men has not been both traitor and per- African harbours, which would alone yield her the 


jurer, who among tlicm has not been tlie deserter dominion both of the Atlantic and Mediterr»> 
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oean : she might also, hf other compromipos of 
neither strengthens nor* (jnriches her, be 
mi^ress of that American island which secures 
ana provisions the others, and whence she would 
derive advantages beyond her calculation, in those 
dreadful conflicts which must decide hereafter 
whether the mother or the daughter shall be mis- 
tress of the seas. * • 

Ba/hos. Spain once ruled them, England rules 
them now: Spain was as confident that her 
supremacy would be eternal as England now is. 
From the time that wo adopted a Fi cnch family 
and French principles wc began to decay : and it 


is in vain that purblind politician? seek the gcrmi 
of our corruption in America. Let us, Alpuente, 
rather look to that country for regeneration ; 
there the Spaniard shoots up again : there also 
wc perhaps may lay our bones at last, 

Alpuiente. Eighty years have thrown their bur- 
den upon mine : they are not worth the freight. 
I can still watch for my country : I can still 
mount guard. No voice is such an incentive to 
valour as the feeble voice of age ; neither flag nor 
trumpet marshals it like a man of eighty stabbed 
on his threshold. 


LORI) CHESTERFIELD 

Clietierfidd. It is true, niy lord, wc have not I 
always been of •the same opinion, or, to use a | 
better, truer, and more significant expression, of 
the same Hide in politics ; yet I never heard a 
sentence from youv lordship whicli I did not listen 
to with attention. I understand !hat you have 
written some pieces of advice to a young relative : 
they are mentioned as being excellent : I wish I 
aould hawi pfofitod by them when 1 was compos- 
ing mine on a 8imila]i^'>ccasi{)iL 

Cluilhdfhi. My lord, you certainly would not 
have done it, oven supposing they containe<l, 
which I am far from belie ving, any topics that 
could have Cvsoapcd your penetrating view of 
iiianners and morals : for your lordship and 1 set 
out diversely from the threshold. Let us then 
rather hope that what wc both have written, with 
an cquall}’^ good intention*, may produce its duo 
effect ; whicli indeed 1 am afraid may be almost 
as doubiful, if wc consider how ineffectual were 
the cares and exhortations, and even the daily 
example and high renown, of the most zealous 
and priulent men, on the life and conduct of theiF 
children and disci})lcs. Wo will however hope 
the best rather than fear tlic worst, and believe 
that there never was a right thing done or a wise 
one spoken in vain, although the fruit of them 
may not spring up in 1 he place designated or at 
the time expected. 

It may be difficult, 1 fear indeed it is impossible, 
to give our young nobility tho*gfaces and the 
amenity of the French : therefore I would rather 
try to cultivate the virtues inherent in them than 
engraft such as arc uncongenial with the stock. 
We have indeed some few among us who far 
excell in politeness the most polished of any other 
nation ; bnt the generality are as far surpassed, 
not merely by one nation, but by almost all. 
There is in them an arrogance, a self-sufficiency, 
an exhibition of defiance, which turn away from 
them the attentions they would receive abroad. 
Hence they call insincere those who actually did 
attempt to endure them, but were unable to keep 
pace with their professions and intentions. Yet, 
my lord, I do not despair of your accomplishing 
what it would be hopeless to expect from any 
other. For, since you were viceroy of Ireland, I 
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liavc seen many natives of that country no less 
elegant in manners than the most accomplished 
of French gentlemen. 

CheHfcrJleld. 1 look back with sati.sfaction to 
my residence among them. 

Well may your lordship. Never 
since the conquest has Ireland ])!isscd so long a 
time ill tranquillity and contentment. In this, 
my lord, you stond higli above the highest of our 
kings ; and by those who arc right-minded, 
and who judge of men by the good they do 
and the difficulty of doing it, you will be placed 
by future historians in an elevated rank among 
tlic rulers of mankind. Pardon mo : for to 
praise a great man in his presence is no slight 
jircsumption. 

Ohi'sU'vJi! Id. My lord ! although I did not come 
to you for my reward, I receive it at your hands 
with humble ^i^uj^tiide, and may begin to think 
I have ill part deserved it. And now, if I am not 
taking too much freedom in requesting il, he 
pleased to give me the outline of your plan for 
education. 

Cfuitliarn. Willingly, my lord : but since a 
greater man has laid down a more oomprehensive 
one, containing all I could bring forward, would 
it not be preferable to consult it': I diflcr in 
nothing from Locke, unles.s it be luai. I would re- 
commend the lighter as w’ell as tlui graver part of 
fhe ancient classics, and the constant practice of 
imitating them in early youth. This is no change 
in the system, and no larger an addition than a 
woodbine to a sacred gr'>^o. 

C Ju^Hterfidd. I do not admire Mr. Locke, 

CJutlfiam. Nor I : he is too simply grand for 
admiration : I contemplate and revere Iiim. 
Equally deep and clear, he is both philosophically 
and grammatically one among the most elegant 
of English writers- 

Cfmterfield, If I expressed by any motion of 
limb or feature my surprise at this remark, your 
lordship I hope will pardon me a slight and 
involuntary transgression of my own precept. 1 
must entreat you, before we move a stcj> farther 
in our inquiry, to inform me wlicthcr T am really 
to consider liim so exquisite in style. 

Chatham. Your lordship is capable of forming 
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an opinion on this point, certainly no less correct 
than mine. 

Cheatefrfield, Pray assist iiio. 

Chtxtham. Education and g^rammar are surely 
the two driest of subjects on which a conversa- 
tion can turn : yet, if the ground is not promis- 
cuously sown, if what ought to be clear is not 
covered, if what ought to be covered is not bare, 
and above all if the plants are choice ones, we 
may spend a few moments on it not unpleasantly. 
It appears then to me, that elegance in prose 
composition is mainly this : a just admission of 
topics and of words ; neither too many nor too 
few of either ; enough of sweetness in the sound 
to induce us to enter and sit still ; enough of 
illustration and reflection to change the posture 
of our minds when they would tire ; and enough 
of sound matter in the complex to repay us for 
our attendance. 1 could perhaps be more logical 
in my definition, and more concise ; but am 1 at 
all erroneous ? 

ChesteTfield. I see not that you arc. 

Chatham.. My ear is well satisfied^ith Locke : 

I find nothing idle or redundant in him ; and 1 
admire him particularly for his selection of plain 
and proper words. This I apprehend to be the ! 
prime essential of that eloquence which appeals 
solely to the reasoning faculties. 

Ghesterjkld. But in the ojjinion of you graver 
men, would not some of his principles lead too far? 

Chatham.. The danger is that few will be led 
by them far enough : most who begin with him | 
stop short, and, pretending to find pebbles in I 
their shoes, throw thcraselres down and complain 
of their guide. 

ChesteijUld. What then can^be the reason why 
Plato, so much less intelligible, is so much more 
quoted and applauded 1 

Chatham. The difficulties we never try arc no 
difficulties to us. They who are upon the summit 
of a mountain know in some measure its altitude, 
by comparing it with many objects around ; but 
they who stand at the bottom and never mounted 
it, c?in compare it with few only, and with those 
imperfectly. Until a short time ago I could have 
conversed more fluently about Plato than T can 
at present : I had read all the titles to the dialogues 
and several scraps of commentary ; these J have 
now forgotten, and am indebted to long attacks of 
the gout for what 1 have acquired instead. 

Chesterfield. A too severe schoolmaster ! I hope 
he allows a long vacation. 

Chatham. Severe he is indeed : yet, although 
he sets no example of regularity, he exacts few 
observances and teaches many lessons. Without 


in whose writinger one might expect it, ve find it 
abundantly in Bacon, not sparingly in Hobbeh ; 
the next to him in range of inquiry and potincy 
of intellect. And what would you think, my lord, 
if you discovered in Newton a sentence in the 
spirit of Shakspeare i 

CheaterjMd.. \ should look upon it as upon a 
wonder, not to says miracle : Newton, like Bamw, 
had no feeling or respect for poetry. 

Chatham. His words are these : — " I don’t know 
what J may seem to the world ; but as to myself, 
I seem to have been only like *a boy playing on 
the seashore, and diverting myself in now and 
then finding a smoother pebble or a prottiepshell 
I than ordinary, whilst the great ocean of Truth lay 
I all undiscovered before me.” 

Chesterfield. Surely Nature, who had given him 
the volumes of her greater mysteries to unml ; 
who had bent over him and taken his hand, and 
taught him to decipher the characters Of her 
sacred language ; who had lifted up her veil before 
him higher than ever yet for mortal, that she 
might impress her features and her fondness On 
his heart ; threw it back wholly at these words, 
and gazed upon him with as much ^.dnjiration 
ever he had gazed with upp^ her. 

Plato, I sec from the Latin version, lisa open on 
the table : the paragraphs marked with pencil, I 
presume, are fine patt^ages. 

(Chatham. I have noted those only which ap- 
peared reprehensible, and chiefly where he is 
disingenuous and malicious. 

CJuste^field. They indeed ought to be the most 
remarkable in the worths of a philosopher. If the 
malice is against those who are thought greater 
or as great, it goes iow'ard the demonstration that 
they arc so ; if on the contrary the objects of it 
arc inferior to luiusclf, he can not take them up 
svithout raising them : unworthy of notice, they 
are more unworthy of passion. Surely no philo- 
sopher would turn to an opposite conclusion from 
that which in the commeiiccmont he had designed 
to prove ; as here he laust do. 

Chatham. He avoids an open hostility to 
Democritus and Xenophon and Aristoteles ; yet 
I have detected him in more Lhan one dark pas- 
sage, with a d/igger in his hand and a bitter sneer 
on his eountcnahcc. I know not whether it has 
been o]»servcd before that these words are aimed 
at the latter, the citizen of another state and the 
commentator of other laws. ^ 

Ou5’ ^TTiOv/xla (Te 7r6\€MS ou5* HWuy ySfmft 

tKa^ev eidfvai, oAA* croi iKauol ^/cal rj rjM*" 

r^pa ir6\is. 


him I should have had less patience, less reading, 
leas reflection, loss leisiire ; in short, less of every- 
thing but of sleep. 

Chesterfield, liocke, from a deficiency of fam^y, 
is not likely to attract so many listeners as Plato. 

Chatham. And yet occasionally his language Is 
both metaphorical and rich in images, hi liict, 
all our great philosophers have this property, in a 
wonderful degree. Not to speak of the devotional. 


The compliment is more injurious to Socrates, for 
whom it was intended, than the insinuation to 
Aristoteles. But the prime c&ject of his hatred, 
open here and uiidissembled, is Prodicus; author 
of the beautiful allegory in which Pleasure and 
Virtue offer themselves to the choice of Hercules. 
In one place he mentions him with Polus <md 
man'll others : the least difficult and least clever 
of malignant expressions, where genius is the sub 
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|»ot of calumny and invective. Dne hardly could 
imagine that he had the assurance and efirontery 
to call Epicharmus the chief of comic writers, be- 
fore a people who that very day perhaps had been 
at a comedy of Aristopliunes. The talent of 
JSpicharmus lay in puns and rii)aldry, and Hiero 
punished him for immodest conversation. 

Oheaterjield, I have read somewhere that, when 
Plato was young, it was predicted of him, from his 
Batirical vein, that he would become in timp a sub- 
stitute for Archilochus. 

ChaOtam. Athenaeus, 1 think, has recorded it. 
1 da not find so much wit as I expected ; and, to 
speak plainly, his wit is the most tiresome and | 
dull part of him ; for who can endure a long series | 
of conversations full of questions to entrap a j 
sophist 1 Why# not lead us to the trap at once by ; 
some unexpected turni Tet Plato ought to be! 
more powerful in wit than in argument, for, it is ! 
evident, he laboyrs at it more. There is more I 
applicable good-sense, more delitate wit, more i 
urbanity, more gracefulness, in a single paper of I 
the Sp^clator, than in six or eight among the | 
minor o^hq^e dialogues; in all which, not except- 1 
log the j^hcBdo, T w^ disappointed. 

Ohe^UMrfiidd, H ko hmguage is said to be masterly 
and sonorous. 

OhathaiTit Ao* m xalBt a6^b dferai^rcps Karb. ravra 
Kai ovSevo'ti uuSa/u,m iiWoltixriy ovbefuav iySe- 
X<t€u.* And again are several of the like sounds 
and words, ^/juiqta <f>v<rLS *ovb€tf juLeya ovSetrore *ovrt 
iStwnjK ovre iro?<xt bpa. 

CheaUrJidiL Come, come, my lord ; do not 
attempt to persuade me that an old woman's 
charm to cure a corn or remove ,a wart, or a 
gypsy-girl’s to catch a sixpence, is Plato’s Greek. 

Ghaikam. Look yourself. 

Chesterfield, I have forgotten the charactejs 
pretty nearly : faith ! they appear to me, from 
what I can pick up, to correspond with the sounds 
you gave them. Jupiter, it is said by the ancients, 
would have spoken ng other language than 
Plato’s. If ever Jupiter uttered such sounds as 
these, it could be only when he was crossing the 
Hellespont. 

ChcUham, What do you thipk,of this jingle ? 
UpSnoy €ltKa^7j6ap.4y ri ndSos vaOwfiev, 

Chesterfield, I really thought that his language 
was harmonious to the last degree. 

Chedham, Generally it is so ; his language is 
the best of &m. We moderns are still children 
in our tongues, at least wc English. For my own 
part, I fflways spoke in parliament what I con- 
sidered the most eflTcctual to persuade my hearers, 
without a care or a thought touching the structure 
of my sentences : but knowing that the ancient 
orators and writers laid the first foundation of 
their gloiy upon syllables, I was surprised to find 
no fewer than nine short ones together in this 
eloquent author, iuSpas arroS*SoKip.aK6r€s.i' The 
accents which were guides to them, although un- 
written, may have taken off somewhat from this 

^Ph0dO, t Ph0tiO, 


peculiarity, and may have been a sort of support 
to the feebleness of the sound. No modern lan- 
guage can admit the concourse of so many such ; 
and* the Latin was so inadequate to the supply of 
them, that it produced, I believe, but one galU- 
ambic in the times of its strength and fertility ; 
which poem required them in greater numbers 
and closer together than any other, but did uut. 
receive nine conjointly. 

Chesterfield. Cicero was himself a trifler in 
cadences, and whoever thinks much about them 
win become so, if indeed the very thought when 
it enters is not trifling. 

CJudham. 1 am not sure that it is ; for an orderly 
and sweet sentence, by gaining our ear, conciliates 
our affections ; and the voice of a beggar has often 
more effect upon us than his distress. Your men- 
tion of Cicero on this occasion, reminds me of his 
O fortu7w,tam natam me consule Rorruxm. I’layful 
as he was in his vanity, 1 do not believe the vet*se 
is his : but Plato wroi;e iAXd irop* a.hrobt ai$ 
bCiv otts buTUf rauTo, &,c. We may be too fasti- 
dious and fantastic in sounds and syllables ; but a 
frequent recurrence of the same is offensive to the 
ear, and particularly in poetry. Nevertheless, he 
who appears to have had a more delicate one than 
almost any of the moderns, and indeed whose 
latinity surpasses in elegance that of any of the 
Romans themselves, excepting Cicero and Oessar, 
was persuaded that Tibullus was fond and studious 
of syllabic repetitions. It appears that this poet, 
says Muretus, thought it elegant to continue them, 
and that such as the following did not happen by 
accident, but were produced by application and 
design. "Afc 7aea. I'pse «eram. Potims numn. 
Mulfa fabella. Sicca canis.” 

Chesterfield. His Latin maybe elaborate and 
ilegant, but he, like nearly all the best Latinists, 
was conceited, fantastical, and weakly-minded. 
And now I remember having been present at a 
discussion between two scholars on his merits in 
style. It was doubted whether he or Bexnbo is 
the most accurate : the beauties and faults of each 
were brought forward ; and the sentence was 
given in favour of Bembo, for two or three rea- 
sons, of which the only one 1 can recollect is, that 
Muretus wrote sinwHtm. never doubting its 
Latinity, whereas I:lembo, w? ou ho employed it, 
said •* Ri verbo lUi liceat.’^ 

Chatham. I should never have suspected that 
a word so requisite was wanting to the Latin 
tongue. Let mo turn over my scrap of paper 
which however would best perhaps have kept its 
place between the leaves here. 

Chesterfield. No, my lord, if you thought any- 
thing worth noticing and writing down, surely I 
may well think it worth knowing. 

Chatham. First, then, I find a mark of admira- 
tion, that this most learned and eloquent man, 
Ciceronian as he was and enraptured hy Virgil, 
should not have remarked in him or Cicero what 
he notices as a peculiarity in Tibullus. “ Sin in 
procesBu. Sin in sua. Qum rinra portaa. Com- 
prenderc refert. Ore referret. Quwrcrc regna. 
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Crinss cttufia «acerftos A iry.f.rf-rucciil. Surgcre 
regna. Aire reiiidcn^i. Scrvii^v r. cur&us. Sub 
aure nliqiiit. MitUre /v liclA, Stringcre »*emo8. 
^UTrerc In Oiccro i Ic>niid after an even- 

ing’s reading Si plus adipiscarr? re (where cer- 
tainly it could as easily have ])een avoided as 
committed). Neque excludentcs ab ejt« U8uavm. 
Moo jure respoudeo. Ob8Crva?*e restrictc. Ale 
metu libero. JIcU^m?’ qui. Maxir/ic me tuto. Non 
ewe se ^cnatoreiu ;ind a few words lower 
"illos enim bonos ducce casCy se jam confectum 
senectute.” Such a concourse of es and se is per- 
haps not to be found again in all the books of my j 
library. Our own language is comparatively poor ! 
in sibilants^ and would refuse the supplies on this 
occasion. Similar sounds repeated, not indeed 
consecutively, but closely, arc in Homer and 
Anacreon. 

O<0i "trirei ztiioi*. 11 . £*. 

<r<u (jXm ixcroi. Anne. Fra^ 

In the former you have the same six times in 
six feet ; in the latter thrice in throe. Yet the 
sound of neither verse is so unpleasant as that of 
Horace, where the repetition comes but once : j 

“ DiruB per urbea Afer it //alas.” ' | 

We have slided into Cicero’s language from i 
Plato’s. As for his wit, what think you of this ? 
“ t am ready, 0 Socrates, to give myself up to the I 
strangers, to flay me worse than they flay me now, 
if the flaying ends not in a hide, as that of Mar- 
syas did, but in virtue.” Or what think you of a 
project to make a doll and dedicate it to Memory? 
The stuff that follows is worse still. Toward the 
end of the volume, in the Gorfmis, Pohis says to 
Socrates, ** Do not you see Archil Hus, son of Per- 
diccas, reigning over the Macedonians ? ” to 
which Socrates replies, If I do not see him, I 
hear of him.” 

In the beginning of the same dialogue, Gorgias, 
at the request of Socrates to be brief, assents to 
his proposition twice, by using the monosyllabic : 
whereupon Socrates says, admire your replies, 
Gorgias : they are as short as they can be.” If 
the same monosyllable had been the answer to 
several questions in succession, and if those ques- 
tions had been complicated and intricate, then, 
aud then only, the remark had been well-placed. 

You remember, my lord, the derivations made 
by Swift, of Agajmmnon, Ajax, Achilles, AtidrO' 
tnache, and other names of heroes and heroines. 
These are hardly more absurd aud ridiculous than 
almost all made by Plato and attributed with 
great complacency t,o Socrates, of the same and 
similar ; and are muck less literal. It is incredi- 
ble how erroneous wore the most learned, both 
among the Greeks and Romans, on the origin 
of words. 

Oltester/fcld. I have lieard it reported that our 
own lexicographers are subject, in some degree, 
to the same animadversion : but 1 can judge more 
adequately of bad reasoning or bad wit. 

Chatham. A little of the latter tires and nause- 
ates, while in the former tUeic is generally 


something to e:^rcise the ingenuity. 1 have MM 
persons who could employ a moment or two mi* 
reluctantly in straightening a crooked nail: with 
about the same labour and interest I would ham- 
mer upoji an inexact thought. Here is one which 
1 wonder that Cicero, in mentioning the dialogue, 
has failed* to i-e&iirk. Our philosopher divides 
rhetoric into tlic t rue and the flilse ; as if any part 
of a definition or description were to be founded 
on the dcfcct^R of what is defined or described. 
Rhetoric may be turned to good or bad purposes ; 
but this is no proof or indication that it must he 
divided into good and bad. The use of a thing is 
not the thing ifsclf : how' then is the^buse ^ 

The wit of Plato’s dialogues is altogether of a 
single kind, aud of that which in a continuance is 
the least welcome. For irony is akin to cavil; and 
cavil, as the best wit is either *good-natuP^ or 
wears the appearance of good-nature, is nearly its 
antipode. Plato has neither the grace of Xeno- 
phon nor the gravity of Cicerd, who tempers it 
admirably with urbanity and facetiousne^ 
Although he is most celebrated for imagination, 
aud for an eloquence highly poetical, there are 
incomparably more, both in quantity and quality? 
of poetical thoughts and iAhges, in Bacon than 
in Plato. The lauguagij of Plato is v^tly more 
sonorous : he is called, and nobody (juestions that 
ho is, eloquent : but there is no eloquence which 
does not agitate the soul : he never does. Demos- 
j thenes effects it by strong appeals, and through 
I the reason. Rousseau effects it sometimes in 
despite of the reason, and by uniting the Graces 
with the Passions. We often say we hate Rous- 
seau : but bow often does the lover say (or wish 
to say) he hates the beloved ! In fact, the moral 
part of Rousseau was odious, and much of the 
intellectual was perverse and depraved : there was, 
Ifowever, a noble instrument of hannony, sound- 
ing along high and intricately vaulted arches. 
The characteristic of Plato is, the dexterity and 
ease with which he supports and shifts an argu- 
ment, and exhibits it fii all its phases. Never- 
theless, a scries of interrogations, long as he 
draws them out for this purpose, would weary me 
in one dialogue : he continues them in twenty, 
with people of‘tlfi) same description, on the same 
subjects. 

Chesterfield. It is rather an idle thing for an 
old gentleman in a purple robe to be sticking pins 
in every chair on >vhich a sophist is* likely to sit 
down ; aud rather a tiresome and cheerless one 
to follow' and stand by him, day after d/iy in the 
cold, laying gins for tom-tits. 

Chatham. In general, I own, he did so ; but 
both be and Aristoteles turned occasionally their 
irony (of which indeed the latter had little) where 
irony is best employed ; against false piety, agaixist 
that which would he the substitute and not the 
support of morality. When a high sound Issues 
from a high soul, our ears and hearts are opened 
to it; otherwise w^c let ^Hhc wind blow where 
it U 8 t 4 (th.” He jokes on grave subjects, and such 
as he himself thinks to be grave ; and he is grav< 
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liglit ones. Oaa anything fte fatter and duller 
n : It Beems becoming/ said Glauco, * that 

ire should stay.’ * Then, if it do seem so/ said 
I, * We ought to stay.’ ’’ 

Chesterfield, Here at least is no quibbling. 

Cha^mn, Do you want a little of that 1 Let 
XD,e open almost any page whatever, ^d I can 
supply abundantly the most capricious customer. 
Take for specimen a pinch of the Polity. Here 
he carries his quibbles to such an extent as to 
demonstrate that Justice is a sort of thief. •These 
are his very words, positive and express ; no mere 
inference of mine. 

The Greek language, more courteous than the 
Roman or the French or ours, and resembling in 
this property the Italian, in addressing a person, 
had ready among other terms, 5 Oavfida-ie and 
^ B^AruTTf . So<Srates meets an orderly good man, 
who, from respect to the laws, is going to accuse 
h|s own hither of a capital crime, as he imagines 
it to bo ; and, doubting if he understood him, 
asks d ffhs, 5 &(\ri€rr€. Aristoteles* in the eighth 
book of his Ethics, gravely says that children 
ought to see no indecent statue or picture, 
jinless i4 represents some god committing the 
obscenity. ^ 

Such afO the two best pieces of wit in the two 
authors : and I suspect that Plato was as unaware 
in this place of being witty*as ho was in others of 
not being so. 

In regard to their philosophy, and indeed to ; 
that of the ancients in general, there was little of ! 
sound and salutary which they did not derive from ! 
Democritus or from l*ythagoras : from the former : 
Aristoteles drew most, from the latter Plato. 
Cicero says improperly of Socrates,* what is re- 
peated cvciy day in schools and colleges, that he 
firot drew down Philosophy into jirivate houses : 
Pythagoras had done it more systematically and 
more extensively. Upon his tenets and his dis- 
cipline were founded many institutions of the 
earlier and quieter converts, to Christianity. 

Chesterfield. There is, P remember, a very dan- 
gerous doctrine attributed to this Democritus, 
whom you mentioned before him : he said that 
governments should have two supporters, rewards 
and punishments. Now twelve hangmen, and 
even twelve judges, may be paid ; but Mansfield, 
I suspect, would commit any man to Bridewell or 
the pillory, who had broached a declaration so 
seditious, sm that people of ordinary business, un- 
hired for it, should be paid for doing their duty. 
National debts, he would inform the jury, are not 
to be agl^avated by such idle and superfluous 
expenditure, increased at any man’s option. 

Chatham. I know not what my lord Mansfield, 
ft worse enemy to our constitution than even that 
degraded and despicable prince for whose service 
he was educated, may think or dictate on the sub- 
ject : but among all the books I ever read in which 
rewards and punishments are mentioned, I never 
ll^d one where the words come in any other 
c^er than this : rewards first, then punishiaents. 
A l^alii evidence and proof to my humble under- 


I standing, that In tfie same succession they present 
I themselves to the unperverted mind. We men* 
tion them not only in regard to our polity, but 
in contemplation of a better state hereafter ; and 
there too they occur to ns as upon earth. 

Chesterfield. lu the pleadings of Mansfield, in 
his charges, in his decisions, in his addresses to 
parliament, I have heard nothing so strikingly 
true as these obsciwations of your lordship, and 1 
wish I had heard nothing so novel. 

Chedham. I, in the name of our country, unite 
I wiiji you, my lord, in this wish. Let us trace 
I again the more innocent wanderings of a greater 
j man, I know not whether less prejudiced, but 
j certainly less profligate and corrupt. 

Socrates in the OorgicLs is represented as saying 
that he believes the soul and body both to exist 
in another state, although spjmrately; the body 
just as it was in life, with its infirmities, wounds, 
and distortions. This would be great injustice 
for hence a long life, rendered so by frugality and 
temperance, w'ould acquire, in part of its recom- 
pense, the imbecility of age, with deafness, blind- 
ness, and whatever else is most afflictive and oppres- 
' sive in that condition. The soul carries upon its 
I back, he says, the marks of floggings and bruises 
and scars, contracted by perjuries upon earth, and 
by the delivery in court of unjust sentences; such 
j I believe, in this place, is the meaning of 
and not merely any common acts of iiy ustice. The 
utility of exposures in another life, he says, arises 
from example to others. But ili what manner 
can they profit by this example ? From what 
wickedness can they be deterred by these scenes 
of terror! Ideas ^as idly fanciful and childishly 
silly are in his description of the infernal rivers, 
which he derived from the poets, and which, vrith- 
out line or level, he led over places just as unfruit- 
ful afterward as before. Retuming to this strange 
body of his, it cannot be supposed an inert sub- 
stance ; the words ajier death mean after this life 
upon earth. If he would say that it is inert, he 
must suppose it to be niotionle^is ; when did it 
become so! Strange that it dou Id ha » emotion 
to roach Tartarus and should then icae it. If so, 
of what use could it be! He docs not say it, nor 
mean it, 1 imagine. 

Chesterfield. On some oceavlons. it appears, he 
leaves off meaning very abruptly. Men leap 
awkwardly in long flowing dressing-gowns, .and, 
instead of clearing the thorns and stakes, expose 
God knows what. 

Chatham.. It is not wonderful or strange that 
Aristoteles should ridicule his vagaries. Nothing 
can be more puerile and contemptible than the 
ideas he attributes to Socrates on future punish 
meiits : among the rest, that the damned appeal 
by name to those whom they have slain or wronged, 
and are dragged backward and forward from Tar- 
tarus to Gocytus and Periphlegethon, until the 
murdered or injured consent to pardon them. 
So the crime in punished, not according to its 
heinousness, but .according to the kindness or 
severity of those who sufiered by it. Now the 
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greater crime i» committed in having slain or 
’njured the generous and kind man ; the g^-'^ater 
punishment is inllicted for injuring or slaying 
the ungenerous and unkind. Plato tells us in the 
T imams, that God created time and the heavens 
at the same moment, in order that, being bom 
together, they should cease together. 

CJiesterJield. Does he inform us also that the 
Creator in the beginning separated the light from 
the darkness? an idea very Platonic, 

ChcUham. No. 

Oh^derfield. What other passage amuses your 
Lordship ? 

Chatham. Nothipg peculiar to this author. 
Turning over the leaves, 1 am reminded of what 
occurs often in the Athenian law-procedures, 
that ivhile the prosecutor has the same appellar 
tion SB with us, the defendant is called the flyer, 

6 a proof, ^shall I say, that the Athe- 

nians were a wiser people, or a loss firm one, than 
we are? They, as we do, say to give judgment: 
but they really did give it, and gratuitously : we 
must drop a purse of gold on every step of the 
judgment-seat, or be kicked down headlong. 

It is very amusing to trace the expressions of 
dififerent nations for the same thing. What we, 
half a century ago, called to banter, and what, if 
I remember the word, I think I have lately heard 
called to quiz, gives no other idea than of coarse- 
ness and inurbanity. The French convey one of 
buz and bustle in persiflkr; the Italians, as natu- 
rally, one of singing, and amusing and misleading 
the judgment, by canzonare, or, as Boccaccio | 
speaks, ucediare ; the Athenians know that the 
Graces and childhood had most power of this kind 
upon the afifections, and thein expressions were 
and 

In manifestoes or remonstrances we English say 
to drav} up, from our love of conciseness,* the 
Frenchman says dresser, very characteristically ; 
and the IlaKan, the most verbose of men, stendere. 
Many words have degenerated. Who would 
imagine that a singer or tippler should derive his 
appellation from Jupiter? his fellows call him 
Our northern gods arc respected as little. 
The vilest of prose or poetiy is called balderdash: 
now Balder was among the Scandinavians the 
presiding god of poetry. Braga was the god- 
dess of eloquence : and she has left us hraa and 
braggart 

I am reminded by the mention of poetiy, that 
* Plato is oftended in the Iliad at the undignified 
grief of Achilles and of Priam. To clasp the knee 
is going too far ; and to roll in tlie dust is beastly. 

I am certain that he never was a father or a 
friend : not that among us the loss of friends is 
accompanied by sucli violence of affliction, but 
because I have observ ed that grief is less often in 
proportion to delicacy, and even to tenderness, 
than to the higher energies of onr nature and the 
impetuosity of our nobler passions. The intem- 
perate and wild resentment of Achilles at the 
ixgustice of Agamemnon, and his self-devotion, 
uerlain as be wm of his fate, preftaie us for inten 


sity and extravagance ox leeung, ana leacn w 
that in such a character diveMty is not incon- 
gruity. This censure of the philosopher on the 
poet, convinces me that the wisest of his works 
was the burning of his tragedies. Heroism^ af 
I Plato would have had it, would be afraid to soil 
his robe, and Fusion would blush to unfold her 
handkerchfief. He who could censure the two 
most admirable passages in Homer, could indeeo 
feel no reluctance at banishing the poets from his 
republic : and we can not wonder that he strays 
wide if-om sound philosophy, who knows so little 
of the human heart, as to be ignorant that the 
poet is most a poet in the midst of its varieties 
and its excesses. Only with God can greatness 
exist without irregularity : that of Achilles was 
a necessary and essential part of him. Without it, 
no resentment at Agamemnon, abandonment 
of his cause and of his countrymen, no revenge 
for PatrocluB, no indignity to the body of his 
bravest enemy, no impatier.ee at the first sight 
of Priam, nO( effusion of feam at his paternal 
sorrows, no agony stronger than his vows or than 
his vengeance forcing him to deliver up the 
mangled hero ; in short, no Iliad, no Homer. We 
all are little before such men, arfd ]^HncipalIy 
when we censure or contend 'witlx them^ Plato on 
this occasion stands among the ringers of the 
twelve unchangeablec French bells; among the 
apes who chatter as they pick out the scurf of' 
Shakspeare. These two poets divide the ages of 
the world between them, and will divide the 
ages of eternity. Prudent men, who wish to 
avoid the appearance of pygmies, will reverently 
keep at some distaned, laying aside here thehr 
cruet of vii^egfu* and here their cake of honey. 
Plato is the only one of the ancients who extols 
the poetry of Solon ; of whom he says that, if he 
bad written his poem on the war of the Athe- 
nians against the island of Atalantis, undlstraoted 
by the business of the state, he might have 
rivalled the glory of Hesiod and Homer. No 
man of sound judgment ever placed these names 
together, unless as contemporaries ; and he must 
possess a very unsound one indeed, who calculates 
thus on the contingency of Homeris rival in any 
statesman. 

" Poetical expression,” Plato tells you, is a 
copy of the poet’s own conception of thin^ ; and 
things, of the archetype existing in the ^vine 
mind ; thus the poet’s expression ia a oopy at the 
third hand.” And this argument' he addneea to 
prove that poetiy is far distant from truth. It 
proves no such thing ; and if it did, itr»wouldnot 
prove that poetry is not delightful ; and delight, 
we know, is its aim and end. But that truths 
also, and most important ones, are eonveyed by 
poetry, is quite as certain as that fallacies, and the 
most captious and quibbling fallacies, are con- 
veyed by Plato : more certain nothing can be. 
If the poet has a conception of things as they 
emanate from the divine mind, whether it is at 
third hand or at thirtieth, so long as nothing dis- 
tort or disturbs them, what matteis Ht Tho 




image or arolietypc is God’s : kc inipresscb it on 
fibing^ : the poet represents thcf things as they 
are impressed on his mind by the hand of the 
Creator. Now, if this is done, the distance from 
trutih is not remote. But there is a truth, accom- 
modated to our nature, which poetry best conveys. 
There is a truth for the reason p there is a truth 
for the passions j there is a truth for* every cha- 
racter of man. Shakspeare has rendered this 
clear and luminous, over all the stump.s and 
Btumbling-blocks and lighter brush-woo^ and 
briars thrown across the path by the puerile 
trickery of Plato. 

CkeatcrfiUd. I have reason to think that poetry 
like religion levels the intellects of men, the wise 
talking, on that subject as absurdly a.s the igno- 
rant. Great poets are the only judges of great 
poets: and thek* animosities and prejudices 1 will | 
not say pervert their judgment, but blot, inter- 
line, and corrupt the copies we receive of it. 1 1 
have as little faitb in Plato’s love as you have in 
his philosophy. • 

Chatham. In his disquisition on love is a receipt 
to cure the hiccup. “ If you will hold your breath i 

little, y; wyi go : if that should be disagreeable, | 
take a good draught of water : but if the hiccup 
is veiy i^ihement, tickle your nose to sneezing, 
and when that has happened once or twice, be 
the hiccup obstinate as it mfty, it will be removed.” 

CItesterJield. Who would buy a village cookery ^ 
book, or a twopenny almanack, if the author 
stuffed into it such sillincHS as this? 

Chatham. In the same dialogue is a piece of! 
sophistry more trivial thjjn the receipt. " If all | 
pleasures are weaker than love, they are the con - 1 
quered, he the conqueror : Love then, who pre- 
dominate over ImU and pleamires^ is temperate 
to a wonderful degree.” It is fair however to 
remark, that Agatho, here introduced as tlte ' 
speaker, says a part of what is spoken is serious, 
a part is joko. I wish Plato had left some indi- 
cation by which we might distinguish the one 
from the other ; but neikier he nor the acutest of 
his commentators has done it. Sound sense, in 
my opinion, is preferable to bodiless incomprehen- 
sible vagaries : and if ever I become an author 
and am praised at all, I trust itiidU be not because 
I am so sublime an intelligence as to be unread- 
able without help, or without a controversy of 
clever and acute men about my meaning. 

He has hqre also given us a sort of difhyrambic, 
than which, as it appears to me, nothing is more 
redundantly verbose ; yet Soerai^es is introduced 
as prai^g it to the skies. His knowledge of 
poetry, I suspect, did not carry him beyond a i 


Icssness. Nothing can be more absurd than hii 
regulations for tlic order of succession to pro- 
perty. Even those of a certain Irish lord are 
more provident, who, about to die childless, or- 
dered that his money should go to the elder son 
of hirt brother, and, if he had no elder son, to the 
second. As for marriages, on the outset he 
would appoint a judge to examine the males 
stark-naked, in order to decide on their fitness 
for that condition ; females only to a certain point. 
I ChesterjiM. I am astonished at the enormous 
I proportion of fancy to philosophy, of folly to 
faifcy, and of impudence to folly, in this moralist, 
theologian, and legislator. . 

CJuitham. You are not then disposed to look 
at the other places marked. 

Ohatterjitid . In truth, no. 

Chatham. He was fond of puns too, and the 
silliest and commonest, those on names. 
oitv fjLoi Kcu iv rtp jxvBtp 6 IlpofXTjBfvs puuWov rot 
f:.inpL7)04ci)s $ irpojuiriOovfityos, 

&c., and below aX\a KaXXfijt ry &c. 

The worst is, that he attributes the vainest of 
sophistry and the basest of malignity to Socrates. 
A wise and virtuous man may have the misfor- 
tune to be at variance with a single great author 
among his contemporaries, but neither a virtu- 
ous nor a wise one can be drawn into bostilities 
against all the best: he to whom this happens 
must be w^cak or wicked. Impudence may prompt 
some to asseverate that, with prodigious manli- 
ness and self-devotion, they hazard to cut their 
feet and break their shins by stemming the cur- 
rent; that the perilous state of literature calls 
aloud on them, and that they encounter it equally 
for the public ^ood and the correction of the 
faulty writer. But tlic public good, in my opinion, 
is ill promoted by telling men that all their other 
teachers are worth nothing, and that to be con- 
tented is to be dull, to be pleased is to be foolish ; 
nor have I remarked or heard of any instance 
where morals have been improved by scurrility, 
diffidence calmed, encouraged, sustained, led forth, 
by violence, or genius exalted by contempt. 1 am 
sorry that a great man should have partaken the 
infirmities of the least. In their woi st propensities. 
This principally has induced me to show you that, 
within the few pages you see )>(. tween my fingers, 
he has committed ae .v^avc faubiS in style and 
sentiment, not only as Prodicus, but (I must be- 
lieve) as Polus. We hear from the unprejudiced 
that Prodicus, like our Locke, was exaef. in hi? 
definitions ; we know that he arrived at the per 
fection of style ; and our gratitude is due to him 
for one of the most beautiful works delivered 


fable. To stick there is l)etter than to follow i down to us from antiquity. 

(os Plato exhibits him doing) an old woman, and i Chesterfield. Your lordship has proved to me 
to relate as his own opinion that the business of j that a divine man, even with a swarm of hoes 
genii or demons is to carry prayer and sacrifice from nose to chin, may cry aloud and labour 
from men to the Gods, and precepts from the hard, and lay his quarter-staff about him in eveiy 
Gods again to men. I am not so idle as to run | direction, and still be an indifferent buffoon. 

Ikr into his theories, and to examine what never Clwtthjom. Buffoonery is hardly the thing 
has been and never will be brought injo use ; wherein a of genius would he ambiUouB to 
whkli alone ia a sufficient proof of utter worth- exoell ; but, of all failures, to &il in a wiitioim u 
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tht» worst ; and the mishap is the more calamit- 
ous in a drawn-out and detjiiled one. 

He often fails in a contrary extreme. The 
soundest of those great critics whom we call 
grammarians, Dionysius of Ilalicaniassus, cen- 
‘Jiires Mm for bringing bombast into philosophical 
disquisitions ; and Dr. Hurd, neither a severe 
judge nor an incompetent one, quoting the pas.s- 
nge, adds The Plux*dru8, though the most re- 
markable, is not the only example.” 

Chesterfield. Better a little idle play with bub- 
bles and bladders, than cut and dry dogmas and 
indigestible sophisms. Plato falls over his own 
sword ; not by hanging it negligently or loosely, 
but by stopping with it awkwardly; and the deri- j 
flion he incurs is proportionate to the gravity of j 
his gait. Half the pleasure in the world arises | 
from malignity; and little of the other half is free 
from its encroachinonta. Those who enjoyed his 
smartness and versatility of attack, laugh as hear- 
tily at him as with him, demonstrate that a great 
man upon the ground is lower than a little man 
upon his legs, and conclude that the light of 
imagination leads only to gulfs and precipices. 

Chatham. We howevei, with greater wisdom 
and higher satisfaction, may survey him calmly 
and reverentially, as one of lofty, massy, com- 
prehensive mind, whoso failings myriads have 
partaken, whose excellences few; and wc may 
consider liim as an oxainjdc, the more remark- 
able and striking to those we would instruct, 
for that very iiiefiuality and asperity of charac- 
ter, which many would exaggerate, and some 
conceal. Let us however rather tnist Locke 
and Bacon : let us believe tte one to be a 
wiser man, and the ot,bcr both a wiser and 
better. There is as much diflerencc between 
Plato and Bacon as there is between a pliant 
luxuriant t>vig, waving backward and forward 
on the summit of a tree, and a sound stilf 
well-seasoned walking-stick, with a ferule that, 
sticks as far as is needful into the ground and 
makes every step secure. Hearing much of the 
poetry that is about him, I looked for it in vain : 
and I defy any man to fill with it, pure and im- 
pure, a couple of such pages as are usually meted 
out, with honest exactness and great marginal 
liberality, three hundred to the volume. Florid 
prose-writers are never tolerable poets. Jeremy 
Taylor is an example among many : his poetry is 
even worse, if possible, than the austere Hobbes’. 

Chesterfield. It is generous in you to counte- j 
nance the persecuted Locke ; and to examine the 
skull of Baeon, undeterred by a heart so putrid. 

Clwthanu T declare to you, I should have the 
courage to say the same thing if they were living, 
and expelled from court and Christchurch. 

OlmterfiM. We think more advantageously of 
artificial dignities while the bearers arc living, 
more advantageously of real when they are dead. 

Chatham, tomb is the pedestal of great - 1 
ness. I make a distinction between God’s great 
and the king’s great 

** Nun bene oonveolunt neo in unft sede morantur.” 


Chesterfield. So ’much the worse for both ' 
ties. Compliments are in their place only where 
there is full as much of weakness as of merit ; so 
that when I express my admiration to your lord- 
ship, all idea of eompliment must vanish. Permit 
me then to say that I have always been gratified 
at this aihong your other noble qualities, that, 
possessing more wit than perhaps any man living, 
you have the moderation to use it rarely, and 
oftener in friendship than in enmity. 

Chatham. Profligate men and pernicious follies 
m.ay fairly and reasonably be exposed ; light pe- 
culiarities may also be exhibited ; hnt only in 
j such a manner that he who gave the prototype 
would willingly take the copy. But in general he 
who pursues another race of writers, is little 
better than a fox-hunter who rides twenty miles 
from home for the sport : what can he do with his 
game when he has caught itl As ho ifl only the 
servant of the dogs, so the satirist is only a caterer 
to the ferocious or false appetites of the most 
iudiscriminating and brutal minds. Does he 
pretend that no exercise else is good for him 1 
He confesses then an unsoandnes^ in a vitid 
part. ^ " 

Chesterfield. Refioctions such as thes^ induced 
me long ago to prefer the wit of Addison and La 
Fontaine to other kinds; it is more haxmleBB, 
more gay, and more insinuating. 

Cloatham. Our own language contains in it a 
greater quantity and a greater variety of wit and 
humour, than all the rest of all ages and coun- 
tries; closing only Cervimtos, the Homer of irony, 
and not only of sharper *and better-tempered wit 
than he who Jies before me, but even of an ima- 
gination more vivid and poetical, a sounder too 
and shrewder philosopher. The little volume of 
liacon’s Essays f in my opinion, exhibits not only 
more strength of mind, not only more true philo- 
sophy, but more originality, more fency, more 
imagination, than all these volumes of Plato ; sup- 
posiug even that he d^ew nothing from others ; 
whereas we must receive the authority of anti- 
quity, and believe that he owed to them lie greater 
part, and almost the whole. Without this autho- 
rity, wc should perceive it in the absence of fixed 
principles, and in the jarring of contradictoiy 
positions. It must be conceded that we modema 
arc but slovens in composition, or ignorant for 
the most-part of its regulations and laws ; yet we 
may insist that there have been among us those to 
whom, in all the higher magistratures of intel- 
lect, the gravest of the ancients would Iftve risen 
up, and have placed with proper deference at 
their side. 

Ch/esterjkld. I never have found anyone so 
unprejudiced and so imprepossessed on I’lato. 

Chadiam. My lord, I do not know that I am 
entirely. 

Chesterfield. How ! my lord. 

Clmtlmm. I know that everything J have said 
is just and incontrovertible, and that 1 could add 
I ten times as much and as fairly ; 1: ut I can not 
I take to myself a praise that does not belong to 
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me, auv more than 1 could a j^urse. I dialike, 
uol to say detest, the character of Plato, as I col- 
lect it from his works, and the worst part of it I 
oonoeire to be his coldness and inaincerity in 
friendship. He pretended to have been sick dur- 
ing the impiisonmeat of Socrates : was he so 
very sick that he could not haveibeen carried to 
receive the last words of his departing friend 1 the 
last counsels of a master so afiectionate and im- 
pressive ] He was never sick when a prince was 
to be visited on his throne, insolent and tyraxyaical 
as that prince might be. 

Chegtei/Jidd. A throne is to few so frightful a 
thingtas a death-bed. 

Cluxtfiam, My lord, it is a more frightful 
thing to any man who knows it well, than the 
death-couch of Socrates was to himself, or to those 
who from their haarts could reason as he did on it. 

Chesterfield, I am happy, my lord, and grateful 
to you, that the conversation has taken a different 
turn from what I h^d expected. I came to receive 
some information from you on wkat might be 
profitable in the education of the young, and you 
have given me some which would be greatly so in 
that of th^ ol^.^ My system, I know, can not be 
quite according to y^ir sentiments ; but as no 
man living^ hath a nobler air or a more dignified 
demeanour than your Lordship, I shall be flattered 


by hearing that what I have written on politcuc.K- 
meets in some degree your approbation. 

Chatham, I believe, you are right, my lord. 
What is superficial in politeness, what wc sec 
oftenest and what people generally admire most, 
must be laid upon a cold breast or will not stand : 
BO far we agree : but whatever is most graceful 
in it can bo produced only by the movements of 
the heart. 

Chesterfield, These movements, I contend, arc 
I to be imitated, and as easily as those of the feet ; 
and that good actors must beware of being moved 
too luuch from within. My lord, I do not in- 
quire of you whether that huge quarto is the 
Bible ; for I see the letters on the back. Per- 
mit me. 

Chailwm. 1 did not imagine your Lordship was 
such an enthusiast in religion : I am heartily glad 
to witness your veneration for a book, which, to 
say nothing of its holiness or authority, contains 
more specimens of genius than any other volume 
in existence. 

Chesterfield, I kissed it from no such motive : 
I kissed it preparatorily to swciiriug on it, as 
your Lordship's power and credit is from this 
time forward at my mercy, that 1 never will di- 
vulge the knowledge I possess of your reading 
Greek and philosophy. 


ARISTOTELES AND CALLISTHENES. 

Aristoieles. I rejoice, 0 Callisthenes, at your ; Aristoteles. To talk and dispute are more the 
return ; and the more as I sec you in the dress of t practices of the Platonic school than to read and 
your country j while others, who appear to me of! meditate. Talkative men seldom read. Thi.s is 
the lowest rank by their language ayd phy.siog- among the few tsuths which appear the more 

nomy, are arrayed in the Persian robe, and mix strange the more we reflect upon them. For wliat 

the essence of rose with pitch. ! is reading but silent conversation 1 People make 

CaUisthenes, 1 thank the Gods, 0 Aristoteles,* extremely free use of their other senses ; and 1 
that I embrace you again; that my dress is a know not what difticulty they could find or appre- 
Greek one and an old one ; that the conquests of j bend in making use of their eyes, j)arLicularly in 
Alexander have cost mo no shame and have en- the gratification of a propensity which they in- 
cumbered me with no treaiures. dulge so profusely by the tongue. The fatigue, 

Aristoteles. Jupiter 1 what then are those tapes- you would think, is loss; the one organ requiring 
tries, for I will not call them dresses, which the 1 much motion, the other little. 4d(ied to which, 
slaves are carrying after you, in attendance (as I they may leave their opponent when they please, 

they say) on your orders 1 * * 1 and never are subject to captiousness or per- 

CcUlisthenes. They are presents from Alexander | sonality. In open contentiojv with an argumenta- 
to Xenocrates ; by which he punishes, as he de- tive adversary, the worst brsr, ,1 a victor imposes 
dared to the Macedonians, both me ami you. And is a blush. The talkative man blows the fire him- 
I am well convinced that tlie punishment will not self for the reception of it ; and we can not deny 
terminate here, but that he, so irascible and vin- that it may likewise be suflbred by a reader, if his 
dictive, will soon exercise his new dignity of god- conscience lies open to reproach : yet even in thw 
ship, by bfeaking our heads^ or, in the wisdom of case, the stigma is illegible on his brow ; no one 
his providence, by removing them an arm’s length triumphs in his defeat, or even freshens his wound, 
from our bodies. as may sometimes happen, by the warmth of sym- 

Aristoteles. On this subject we must talk again, pathy. All men, you and I among the rest, are 
’Xenocrates is indeed a wise and virtuous man; more desirous of conversing with a great philoso- 
and although I could wish that Alexander had pher, or other celebrated man, than of reading 
rather sent him a box of books than a bale of his works. There are several reasons for this ; 
woollen, I acknowledge that the gift could hardly some of which it would be well if we could deny 
have been better bestowed. or palliate. In justice to ourselves and him, 

Callisthenes. You do not appear to value very we ought to prefer his writings to his speech ; for 
highly the learning of this philosopher. * even the wisest say many things inconsiderahily ; 

Q 
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tiiid there never was one of them in the world who , more faithfully del they serve us. So flff axe th^ 
ever uttered extemporaneously three sentences in ' from shortening or debilitating our animil life, 
succession, such as, if he thought soundly and that they prolong and strengthen it greatly. The 
maturely upon then) afterward, he would not in body is as much at repose in the midst of high 
pome sort modify and correct. Effrontery and imaginations as in the midst of profound sleep, 
hardness of heart are the characteristics of every In imperfect sle^ it wears away much, as also ^ 
great speaker I can mention, excepting Phocion ; imperfect fhougnts ; in thoughts that can not rise 
and if he is exempt from them, it is because elo- from the earth and sustain themselves above it. 
<inence, in which no one ever excelled or ever The object which is in a direct line behind a 
will excell him, is secondary to philosophy in this thing, seems near : now nothing is in a more 
man, and philosophy to generosity of spirit. On • direcbline than death to life : why should it not 
t he same principle as impudence is the quality of I also be considered, on the first sight, as near at 
great speak ors and disputants, modesty is that of ^ hand ? Swells and depressions, smooth ground 
great, readers and composers. Not only are they and rough, usually lie between ; the dlstanc^may 
a])st racted by their studies from the facilities of be rather more or rather less ; the proximity is 
ordinary conversation, but they discover, from \ certain. Alexander, a god, descends from his 
time to time, tilings of which they were ignorant 1 throne to conduct me. 

before, and on wliich they had not even the ability ! CcdlMenes. Endurance on th6 part of the in- 
of doubting. We, my Callisthenes, may consider | jnred is more pathetic than passion. The intimate 
Ihcm not only as gales that refresh us while they ^ friends of this conductor will quarrel over his 
l>ropell us forward, but as a more compendious carcase wliilc yet warm, as dogt over a dish after 
engine of the gods, whereby we arc brought ' supper. Ho\v* different are our conquests from 
securely into harbour, and deeply laden with im- ; his ! how different our friends 1 not united for 
perishable wealth. Let us then strive day and ; robbery and revelry, but joyous in discovery, calm 
night to increase the numlicr of these beneficent | in meditation, and intrepid in r^aoarc^i. How 
beings, and to stand among them in the sight of | often, and throughout how many ages, shall you 
the living and the future. It is required of us * lie a refuge from such men as he and Kis accom- 
that wo give more than we received. pi ices : how often will the studious, the neglected, 

CatlMenrK, 0 my guide and teacher ! you arc ; the deserted, fly towaVd you for compensation in 
one of the blessed few at wdiosc hands the Gods j the wTongs of fortune, and for solace in the rigour 
may demand it : if they had inf ended to place it of destiny I His judgmenfrseat is covered by hia 
in my duties, they would havechosen me a dificrent i sepulchre : after one year hence no appeals are 
master. How small a part of what 1 have acquired | made to him : after ten thousand there will be 
from you (and fo you 1 owe all of knowledge and ' momentous questions, not of avarice or litigation, 
wisdom I possess) shall I be able to trjinsmit to i not of violence or fraud, hut of reason and of 8ci- 
others! * ! cnee, brought before your judgment-seat and 

A ristoUivs. Kneonrago better hopes. Again I i setf.lcd by your decree. Dyers and Mlors, carvers 
tell you, it is required of us, not merely that we i ami gilders, grooms and trumpeters, make greater 
place t he grain in a garner, but that we ventilate i iften than God makes ; but God’s last longer, throw 
and sift it, tliat we separate the full from l.he | them where you will. 

empty, the faidty from the sound, and that, if it Arisfotdrs. Alexander hath really punished me 
must form the greater, it do not form the more by his gifts to Xeriocrates : for he obliges me to 
elegant ]>art of the entertainment our friend.s send him the best tiinij I have : and yon know 
expect from us. I am now in the decline of life that in my wardrobe I am, as appears to many, 
to shove me from behind would be a boyish trick : | iiiq^hilosophically splendid. There are indeed no 
but wherever I fall I shall fall softly : the Gods j pearls in this tunic ; but golden threads pursue 
having placed me in a path out of whic.li no vio ! the most intrkiate and most elegant design, the 
lence can remove me. Iii youth our senses and | texture is the finest of Miletus, the wool Is the 
the organs of them wander; in the middle of life softest of Tarentum, and the purple is Hermionic. 
they c('ase to do it ; in old age the body itself, and Uc will sell Alexander’s drosses, and wear mine ; 
chiefly the head, bends over and. points to the the consequence of which will be impiosonment or 
earth which mnsl, soon receive it, and jiartakes in scourges. 

some mc'asurc of its torpor. Oailistlienes. A provident god forsooth in his 

(Mll'ithfmrH. Yon appearto me fresh and healthy, benefits is our Alexander 1 
and your calunicss and inditibrenee to accidents Aristotelea, Much to be pitied if ever he returns 
are the effects of v'hilosophy rather than of years, to his senses ! Justly do we call barbarians the 
Aristoidm. Plato is older by twenty, and has wretched nations that are governed by one man; 
lost nothing of juvenility but the colour of his and among them the most deeply plunged in bar- 
hair. The higher delights of the mind are in this, barism is the ruler. Let us take any fiivourable 
as in everything else, very diflerent in their efiects specimen : Cyrus for instance, or Cambyses, or this 
from its seductive passions. These oejise to gratify Alexander : for however much you and I may 
as the sooner the earlier we indulge in them : on despise him, seeing him often and nearly, he will 
the contrary, the earlier we indulge in thougtit | perhaps leave behind him as celebrated a name 
arid reflection the longer do they last and the 1 as they. He is very little amid philosophers. 
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though yexy great amid monai^chs. Is he not un- 
doing with all his might what ^veiy wise man, 
and indeed erory man in the order of things, is 
most solicitous to do Namely, doth he not abolish 
kindly and a^ectionate intercourse ? doth he not 
draw a lino of distinction (which of all follies and 
absurdities is the wildest andemost pernicious) 
between fidelity and truth ? In the Hour of dis- 
tress and misery the eye of every mortal turns to 
friendship: in the hour of gladness and convi- 
viality what is our want 1 ’tis friendship. When 
the heart overflows ^luth gratitude, or with any 
other sweet and sacred sentiment#, what is the 
word to which it would give utterance 1 rnyfrierid. 
Having thus displaced the right feeling, he finds 
it necessary to substitute at least asfrong one. The 
warmth which sliould have been diflused from 
generosity and# mildrl(^8K, must come from the 
Bpiceman, the vintner, and the milliner : ho must 
be perfumed, he must bo drunk, lie must toss 
about shawl and tiant. You would imagine tluit 
his first passion, Iiis ambition, ha(l*an »>bject : yet, 
before he was a god, be prayed that no one aftcr- 
wai*d might pass the boundaries of his expedition : 
and he flo8(.rgj|()d at Abdera, and in other places, 
*ihe pillars erect'etl a%,mcmorials by tlie Argonauts 
and by S^sostris. 

(JalHjithmes. I have many doubts upon the Argo- 
nauts. Wo Greeks are foiitl of attributing to our- 
selves all the great actions of remote antiquity : 
we feign that. Isis, dauijhtcr of taught the 

l^igyptiaiis laws and letters. Tt maybe questioned 
N.hethcr the monuments assigned to the Argo- 
nauts were not really Ibose of Scsostris or Osiris, 
or some other eastern conqueror; and even whether 
the tale of Troy be nor, in i).art at lea|it, translated. 
Many principal names, evidently not Grecian, and 
the mention of a language spoken by the Gods 
(meaning flniir representatives and oflicials) in 
which the I’ivers and other things arc professed to 
be called diflcroutly from what they were called 
among men, are the foundations of my qiicTy . The 
Hindoos, the Egyptians, ^ind probably the Pliry- 
gians (a very priestly nation), had their learned 
language, quite distin(!t from the vulgar.^ 

Aristotelefi, We wdll discuss this question another 
time. Perhaps you were presep^ \5he11 Alexander 
ran around the tomb of Achilles in honour of his 
mcmoiy : if Achilles were now living, or any hero 
like him, Alexander would swear his perdition. 
Neither his affection for virtue nor hi.s enmity to 
vice is pure oh rational. Observation has taught mo 
that we do not hate those w ho are worse than our- 
selves bei^ause they are worse, but because we are 
liable to ii^jury from them, and because (as almost 
always is the case) they are preferred to us ; while 
those who are better wo hate purely for being so. 
After their decease, if we remit our hatred, it is 
because then they are more like vi r tu e in the abstract 
than virtuous men, and are fairly out of our way. 

♦ The GalHawbic of ratulluK rii.'iy he a relic (the only 
one). of Phrygian poetry. He reHided in tlje country, and 
may have acquired the language ; but his initiation 
oaine through the (irceh. 


CaUigthenea, Disappointment made him at all 
times outrageous. What is worse, he hated his 
own virtues in another. The courage of Tyre, and 
many other cities, provoked not admiration but 
cruelty. Even his friends were nnspared; even 
Clitus and Parmenio. 

Aristoteles. Cruelty, if we consider it as a crime, 
is the greatest of all : if we consider it as a mad- 
ness, wo are equally justifiable in applying to it 
the readiest and the surest means of siippression. 
Bonds may hold the weak ; the stronger break 
them, and strangle the administrator. Cruelty 
quflte destroys our sympathies, and, doing so, su)>er- 
flcdes and masters our intellects. It removes from 
ns those who can help us, and brings against us 
those who can injure us. Hence it ojiposes the 
gi’cat principle of our nature, self-preservation, 
ind endangers not only our well-being, but our 
i»cing. Keasou is then the most perfect when it 
enables us in the highest degree to benefit our 
fellow-men; reason is then the most deranged 
W’hcn there is tliat over it which tlis;ihlcs it. Cruelty 
is that. As for the wisdom of Alexander, 1 do 
not expect from a Macedonian, surrounded by 
flatterers and drinkers, the X)nidencc of an Epa^ 
minondas or a Phocion : but educated by such a 
father as Philip, and having with him in hi.>arniy 
so many veteran captains, it excited no small ridi- 
cule in Athens, when it was ascertained that he 
and Darius, then equally eager for combat, missed 
each other’s army in Cilicia. 

CaUisthfUfis. He has done great things, but with 
great means ; the generals you mention overcame 
more difficulties with less, and never were censured 
for any failure from deticicncy of foresight. 

Aristoteles. ThiJtrc is as much difference between 
Epaminondas and Alexander as between the Nile 
and a winter torrent. In this there is more im|)e- 
tuo.sity, foam, and fury ; more a8toni.shment from 
spectators ; but it is followed by devastation and 
barrenness. In that there is an equable, a steady, 
and perennial oourso, swelling from its O' denary 
state only for the benefit of n 'nl ind, and sub- 
siding only when that has be^u ooeured. 

I have not meiitimied Phocion so often as I 
ought to have done : but now, Callisthencs, T will 
acknowledge that I consider him as ilxe greatest 
man upon earth. lie foro^aw long ago what luus 
befallen our country ; and while others wore 
proving to you that your wife, if a good’ woman, 
should be at the disposal of your friend, and that 
if you love your children you should procure them 
as many fathers as you can, Phocion was practising 
all the domestic and all the social duties. 

CaUistheries. I have often thought that his styla 
resembles yours. Are you angry 1 

Aristoteles. I will not dissemble to you that 
mine was formed upon his. Polieuctus, by no 
meauB a friend to him, preferred it openly to that 
of Demosthenes, for its brevity, its comprehensive- 
ness, and its porsixicuity. There is somewhat more 
of pomp and solemnity in Demosthenes, and per 
hajiH of harmony ; but his waniith is on many occa- 
sions the warmth of coarseness, and his ridicule 
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the roughest part of him ; while in Phocion there 
is the acuteness of Pericles, and, wherever it is re- 
quisite, the wit of Aristophanes. He conquered 
with few soldiers, and he convinced with few words. 
1 know not what better description I could give you 
either of a great captain or great orator. 

Kow imagine for a moment the mischief which 
the system of Plato, just alluded to, would pro- 
duce : that women should be common. We 
hear that among the Etrurians they were so, 
and perhaps are yet: but of what illustrious 
action do we read ever performed by that anciept 
people ? A thousand years have elapsed without 
a single instance on* record of courage or gene- 
rosity. With us one word, altered only in its 
termination, signifies both father and country : 
can he who is ignorant of the one he solicitous 
about the other ? Never was there a true patriot 
who w'as not, if a father, a kind one : never was 
there a good citizen who was not an obedient and 
reverential son. Strange, to he ambitious of i 
pleasing the multitude, and indifferent to the I 
delight wc may afford to those nearest us, our 
parents and our children ! Ambition is indeed the 
most inconsiderate of passions, none of which are 
considerate ; for the ambitious man, by the weakest 
inconsistency, proud as he may be of his faculties, 
and impatient as he may be to display them, pre- 
fers the opinion of the ignorant to his own. He 
would be what others win make him, and not what 
he could make hiiiiKcIf without them. Nothing in 
fact is consisfxiiit and unambiguous but virtue, 

Plato would make ivivcs common, to abolish 
selfishness ; the mischief wliich above others it 
would directly and immediately bring forth. 
There is no selfishness where thbre is a wife and 
family : the house is lighted u|» hy the mutual 
charities : everything achieved for them is a vic- 
tory, everything endured for them is a triumph. 
How many vices arc suppressed, that there may 
be no bad example ! how many exertions made, to 
recommend and inculcate a good one ! Selfishness 
then is thrown out of the qucst.ion. He would 
perhaps render men braver by his exercises in 
the common field of affections. Now bravery is of 
two kinds ; the courage of instinct and the courage 
of reason : animals have more of the former, men 
more of the latter ; for I would not assert, what 
many do, that animals have no reason, as I would 
not that men have no instinct. Whatever creature 
can be taught, must be taught by the operation of 
reason upon reason, small as maybe the quantity 
called forth or employed in calling it, and how- 
ever harsh may be the means. Instinct has no 
operation but upon the wants and desires. Those 
who entertain a contrary opinion, are unaware 
how inconscqiiently they speak when they em- 
ploy such expressions as these ‘ We are taught 
by instinct.' Courage, so necessary to the pre- 
servation of states, is not weakened by domestic 
ties, but is braced by them. Aninials protect 
their young while they know it to bo theirs, and 
neglect it when the traces of that memory are 
cniaedL Man can not so soon lose the memory of 


it, becau.se his rccoKective faculties are more com-, 
prehensive and more tenacious, and becatifie/ 
while in the brute creation the parental love, 
which in most is only on the female side, lessens 
after tlie earlier days, his increases ati the organs 
of the new creature are developed. There is a 
desire of prpperty*'in the sanest and best men, 
which Nature seems to have implanted as con- 
servative of her works, and which is necessaiy to 
encourage and keep alive the arts. Phidias and 
onr frii^nd Apelles would never have existed as 
the Apelles and Phidias they appear, if property 
(I am ashamed of the solecism which Plato now 
forces on me) were in common. A pnrt of ♦his 
scheme indeed may be accomplished in select and 
small communities, bolden together by some 
religious bond, as wc find among the disciples of 
Pythagoras : but he never taught his followers 
that prostitution is a virtue, much less that it is 
the summit of perfection. They revered him, 
and deservedly, as a father. As what father ? Not 
such as Plato w6uld fashion ; but as a parent who 
had gained authority over his children by his 
assiduous vigilance, his tender and i)eciiliar care, 
in separating them as far as possi.UW froip what- 
ever is noxious in an intercoi#i-se witli mankind. 

To complete the system of selfishness, idleness, 
and licentiousness, the worshipful triad of Plato, 
nothing was wanting Put to throiv all other pro- 
perty where he had thrown the wives and children. 
Who then should curb the rapacious 1 who should 
moderate the violent 1 The weaker could not 
work, the stronger would not. Pood and raiment 
would fail ; and we should bo reduced to some- 
thing worse than a stale of nature, into which 
we can never be cast back, any more than we can 
become children again. Civilisation suddenly 
retrograde, generates at once the crimes and 
vibes, not only of its various stages, but of the 
state anterior to it, without any of its advantages, 
if it indeed have any. Plato would make for 
ever all the citizens, what we punish with death a 
single one for being os::;e. He is a man of 
hasty fancy and indistinci- reflection ; more dif- 
ferent from Socrates than the most violent of his 
adversaries. If he had siiid that in certain ^ses 
a portion of landed property should he divided 
among the citizens, he had spoken sagely and 
equitably. After a long war, when a state is op- 
pressed by debt, and when many who have borne 
arms for their country have moreover consumed 
their patrimony in its service, these, if they are 
fathers of families, should receive allotments from 
the estates of others who are not, and wlfo cither 
were too young for warfare, or were occupied in 
less dangerous and more lucrative pursuits. It 
is also conducive to the public good that no per- 
son should possess more than a certain and definite 
extent of land, to be limited by the population 
and produce : else the freedom of vote and the 
honesty of election must be violated, and the 
least active members of the oommunity will ocqnpy 
those places which require the most activity. 
This is peculiarly needful in mercantile staiest 



ARISTOTELES AND CALLISTHBNES. 229 


like oors^ that everyone may enjoy the prospect 
et becoming a landholder, and that the money 
accruing from the sale of what is curtailed on the 
larger properties, may again fall into commerce. 
A state may eventually be reduced to such dis- 
tresses by war, even after victories, that it shall be 
expedient to deprive the rictf of wjiatcver they 
possess beyond the portion requisite for the decent 
and frugal sustenance of a family. This extremity 
it is difficult to foresee ; nor do I think it is arrived 
at until the industrious and well-educated^n years 
of plenty, are unable by all their exertions to 
nourish and instruct their children. A speculative 
ca2e, which it can not be dangerous or mischievous 
to state ; for certainly, when it occurs, the sufferers 
will appeal to the laws and forces of Nature, and 
not to the schools of rhetoric or philosophy. 
No sitfflttion •can be imagined more painful or 
more abominable than this : while many, and 
indeed most, arc worse than that vvhereunto the 
wealthier wonicibe reduced in aiij<mding it ; since 
they would lose no comforts, no 'conveniences, no 
graceful and unincumboring ornaments of life, 
and few luxuries ; which would be abundantly 
compepsatidfc^o the generality of them, by 
smoothening theH’ mutual pretensions, and by 
extingiHshing the restless spirit of their rivaliy. 

Callistliene.it. The visions of Plato have led to 
Reason : I marvel less tifat he should have been 
HO extravagant, than that he should have scat- 
tered on that volume so little of what we admire 
in his shorter Dialogues. 

Aristoteles. I respect his genius, which how- 
ever has not accompajiied all his steps in this 
discussion : nor indeed do J cemsure in him what 
has been condemned by Xeriophonf Who wonders j 
that he should attribute to Socrates long disser- 1 
(atious on the soul, and other abstruse doctrines, | 
when that singularly acute rcasoncr discouifjed 
with his followers on topics only of plain utility. 
For it is requisite that important things should 
bo attributed ‘to important men ; and a sentiment 
would derive but smtll importance from the 
authority of Crito or Pheedo. A much greater 
fault is attributable to Xenophon himself, who 
has not even i)rescrvcd the coarse features of 
nations and of ages in his A small 

circle of wise men should mark the rise of mind, 
as the Egyptian priests marked the rise of their 
river, and should leave it chronicled in their 
temples. jOyrus should not discourse tike Solon. 

OdllisiJienes. You must likewise then blame 
Herodotus. 

AriStoteles. If I blame Herodotus, whom can I 
commend? He reminds ine of Homer by his 
fSacility and his variety, and by the suavity and 
fulness of his language. His view of history was, 
nevertheless, like that of the Asiatics, who write 
to instruct and please. Now truly there is little 
that could instruct, and less that could please us, 
in the actions and speeches of barbarians, from 
among whom the kings alone come forth dis- 
fhoiotly. Delightful tales and apposite ^speeches 
are the best things you could dei^ ; and many 


of these undoubtedly were current in the East 
and were collected by Herodotus ; some, it is 
probable, were invented by him. It is of no im- 
portance to the world, whether the greater part 
of historical facts, in such countries, be true or 
false ; but they may be rendered of the highest, 
by the manner in which a writer of genius shall 
represent them. If history were altogether true, 
it would bo not only undignified but unsightly : 
great orators would often be merely the mouth- 
pieces of prostitutes, and great captains would be 
hardly more than gladiators or buffoons. The 
prime movers of those actions which appall and 
shake the world, are generally the vilest things 
in it ; and the historian, if he discovers them, 
must conceal them or hold them back. 

Callisthenes. Pray tell me whether, since I left 
Athens, your literary men are busy. 

Aristoteles. More than ever; as the tettix 
chirps loudest in time of drought. Among them 
we have some excellent writers, and such as (under 
Minerva) will keep out the Persian, tongue from 
the Piraeus. Others are employed in lucrative 
offices, are made ambassadors and salt- surveyors, 
and whatever else is most desirable to common 
minds, for proving the necessity of more cfiectual 
(this is always the preamble) and less changeful 
laws, such as those of the Medcs aud Indians. 
Several of our orators, whose grandfathers were 
in a condition little better than servile, have had 
our fortunes aud lives at their disposal, and are 
now declaiming on the advantages of what they 
call ** regular government.” You would suppose 
they meant that perfect order which exists when 
citizens rule themselves, and when every family 
is to the repuWic what every individual is to the 
family ; a system of mutual zeal and mutual for- 
bearance. No such thing ; they mean a govern- 
ment with themselves at the head, and such as 
may ensure to them impunity for their treasons 
and peculations. One of them a short time ago 
was deputed to consult with Metanyctiir^, a leaa- 
ing man among the Thraciai^.^ :n what manner 
and by what instalments a sum of money, lent to 
them by our republic, should bo repaid. Me- 
tanyctius burst into laughter on reading the first 
words of the decree. ^Dinc wilh me” said he 
'^and we will concbi lc ihe business when we are 
alone.” The dinner was magnificent ; which in 
such business is the best economy ; few contrac- 
tors or financiers are generous enough to give a 
plain one. Your republic ” said Metanyctius 
** is no longer able to enforce its claim ; and we 
are as little likely to want your assistance in 
future, as you would be inclined to afford it. A 
seventh of the amount is at my ilisposal : you 
shall possess it. I shall enjoy about the same 
emolument for my fidelity to my worthy masters. 
The return of peace is so desirable, and regular 
government so divine a blessing, added to which, 
your countxymen are become of late so indifferent 
to inquiry into what the factious call abuses, that, 
I pledge my experience, you will return amid 
their acclamations and embraces.” 
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Our negotiator became one of tho wealthiest 
men in the city, although wealth is now accumu- 
lated in some famiiiOH to such an amount, as our 
ancestors, even in the age of Croesus or of Midas, 
would have deemed incredible. For wars drive 
up riches in heaps, as winds drive up snows, 
TK ialriTij^ and concealing many abysses. Metanyc- 
tius was the more provident and the more pros- 
perous of the two. I know not in what king's 
interest he was, but probably the Persian's; bo 
this as it may, it was resolved for the sake of 
good uTud&rsUiitding (another new expression) ^to 
abolish the name of republic throughout the 
world. This appealed an easy matter. Our 
negotiator rejoiced in the promise exacted from 
him, to employ his address in bringing about a 
thing so desirable : for republic sounded in his 
ears like rctrihtdion. It was then demanded that i 
laws should be abolished, and that kings should 
govern at their sole discretion. This was better, 
but. more difficult to accomplish. He promised 
it however ; and a large body of barbarian troops 
was raised in readiness to invade our territory, 
when the decree of Alexander reached the city, 
ordering that the states both of Greece and Asia 
should retain their pristine laws. The conqueror 
had found letters and accounts which his loquacity 
would not allow him to keep secret; and the 
negotiator, whose opinion (a veiy common one) 
was, lihat exposuro alone is ignominy, at last 
severed bis woason with an ivor^^-liandled knife. 

CalUsHienes. On this Ivory the Goddess of our 
city will look down with more complacency than 
on that whereof her own image is composed ; and 
the blade should be preserved with those which, 
on the holiest of our festivals, arc displayed to us 
in the handlul of myrtle, as they were carried by 
Harmodius and Aristogilon. And now tell me, 
Aristotcles, for the question much interests me, 
are you happy in the midst of Macedonians, 
Illyrians, and other strange creatures, at which 
we wonder when avc see their bodies and habili- 
ments like ours 'l 

Ai'istoidcs. Dark reflections do occasionally 
come, as it wore by stealth, upon my mind ; hut 
philoso|>hy has })()wcr to dispell them. I care not 
whether the ilog that defends my house and 
family be of the Laconian breed or the Molossan : 
if be steals my bread or biles the hand that oilers 
it, I strangle him or cut his throat, or engage a 
more dexterous man to do it, the moment I catch 
him sleeping. 

CaUmhuiCi^, The times are unfavourable to 
knowledge. 

Aristoteha, Knowledge and wisdom are dif- 
ferent. Wc may know many things without an 
increase of wisdom ; ])ut it would be a contradic- 
tion to say thatwc can know anything new with- 
out an increase of knowledge. The knowledge 
that is to be acquired by communication, is inter- 
cepted or impeded by tjTanny. I have lost an 
.bis, or perhaps a hippopotamus, by losing the 
fevour of Alexander ; he has lost an Aristoteles. 
He may deprive me of life ; but in doing it, he j 


must deprive hbusblf of all he has ever been con* 
tending for, of glory ; and even a more reasonable 
man than he, will acknowledge that there is as 
much difference between life and glory, as there 
is between an ash-flake from the brow of JStna, 
and the untamable and eternal fire within its 
centre. 1 may lose disciples : he may put me out 
of fashion : a tailor's lad can do as much. He 
may forbid the reading of my works ; less than a 
tailor s lad can do that. Idleness can do it, night 
can do^it, sleep can do it, a sunbeam rather too 
hot, a few hailstones, a few drops of rain, a call to 
dinner. By his wealth and power he might Ijfive 
aflbrded me opportunities of improving some 
branches of science, which I alone have cultivated 
with assiduity and success. Fools may make 
wise men wiser more easily than wise ^jnen can 
make them so. At all events, Callisthenes, I 
have prepared for myself a monument, from which 
perhaps some atoms may be detached by time, 
but which wil] retain the testimonials of its 
magniliccnco and the traces of its symmetry, 
when the substance and site of Alexander’s shall 
bo forgotten. Who knows but that the very aiit- 
hill whereon I stand, may prcsci”. figure and 
contexture, when the sepulcnre of this^^Macedo- 
niaii shall bo the solitary slicd of a robber, or the 
manger of mules and ^camels ! ^ If 1 live I will 
leave behind me the history of our times, from 
the acccssiou of l^hilip to the deeea.se of Alex- 
ander. For our comet must disappear soon ; the 
moral order <>f the \-,orld requires it. How liapi>y 
and glorious was Greece at t.he commciiccniont of 
the period ’ how pestilential was the folly of 
those rulers, who reiidei-cd, by a series of idle 
irritations and untimely attacks, a patient for 
Anticyra the arbiter of the universe I 

1 will now return with you to Plato, whose 
plan of government, by the iudulgeuce of the 
(lods, has lain hitherto on their knees. + 

CitUi8lh.7ies, I was unwilling to interrupt you ; 
otherwise I should have remarked the bad conse- 
quences of excluding the poets from his common- 
wealth ; not because they are in general the most 
useful mcmbei*s of it, but because we should 
punish a song more severely than a larceny. 
There are verseb iA Euripides such as every man 
utters who has the tooth ache ; and all expressions 
of ardent love have the modulation and emphasis 
of poetry. W'hat a spheristerion is opened here 
to the exercise of informers ! We should create 
more of these than wc should drive out of poets. 
Judges would often be puzzled in deciding a 
criminal suit ; for, bclbre tliey could lay down 
the nature of the crime, they must ascertain what 
are the qualities and quantities of a dithyrambio. 
Now, Aristoteles, I suspect that even you can not. 
do this : for I observe in Pindar a vast variety of 

Chrywwtoxn, in his 25th homily, says, that neither 
the tomb of^ Alexander nor the day of his death was 
known. Hov, iiwi fjuot, rs (am' tmt 

hirl Hv mXft/nsff-i. 

t The Homeric expression for * i rmaining to be. decreed 
bif them’. Btiv in rotneun xiMrm. 
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^ eommutable feet, sonorous, »it^ is true, in their 
cadences, but irregular and unrestricted* You 
avoid, as all good writers do carefully, what.ever 
is dactylic ; for the dactyl is the bindweed of 
prose; but I know not what other author has 
trimmed it with such frugal and attentive hus- 
bandry.* One alone, in waiting or conversation, 
would subject a man to violent suspicion of bad 
eitizeutthip ; and he who should employ it twice 
in a page or an oration, would be deemed so 
dangerous and desperate a malefactor, tthat i( 
might be requisite to dig a pitfall or to lay an 
iron trap for him, or to noose him in his bed. 

^tristothUs. Demosthenes has committed it in 
his first PhilipjnCf whore two dactyls and a spon- 
dee come after a tumultuous concourse of syllables, 
many sounding alike. ‘OuSc yap *ovtos vapa rrjv 
avrov pJSjATjv foaovrov fTrrjv^riTai 'otrov vapa 
qfAtrepop afi€\ftap. Here are seven dactyls. The 
same number is nowhere to be found, in prose, 
within the samcrtiumber of words. 

Callvtilheriea, Throughout your works there is 
certainly no sentence that has not an iambic in it r 
now our grammarians tell us that one is enough 
to mak^a vttwt^g^nc theft is enough to make a 
thief : an informeWihen has only to place it last 
in luB bin of indictment, and not Minos himself I 
could absolve you. ^ | 

‘ Oalliathonc8 moans the instance where another daotyl, ! 
or a spondee, follow^ it ; in which case only is the peri<»d 
to he called dactylic. Cicero on one oooaHion took it in 
preferenoe to a weak elision, or to the conourrenoe of two 

mte$. 

** Quinotus Mutius aiiRnr 
Socvola miitta ; ac . . 

He judged rightly ; but he could easily have done better. 
Ixmginus says that dactyls are the noblest* of feet and the 
most adapted to the sublime. Hu adduces no proof, j 
although he quotes a sentence of Domostheues as rt$em- 
bling tho dactylic. 

Tmw# ra ‘^i^urfjub relt Ttj araXu Tt^tPrety/et 
JUrivMV trafkXOup 

Here is plenty of alliteration, but only one dactyl, for 
TV ft not one, being ftjl lowed by The letter r recurs 

iiino times in fifteen syllHbU|H. A dactyl succeeded by a 
dichoree, or by a trochee with a spondee at the close, is 
among the sweetest of pauses ; the gravest and most ma- 
jestic is composed of a dactyl, a dichoree, and a dispondee* 
He however will soon grow tiresome who permits his 
partiality to any one close to be obtri^ii^p or apparent. 

'(he remark attributed to Callisthenes, on the freedom 
of Aristoteles from pieces of verse in his sentences, is ap- 
plicable to Plato, and surprisingly, if wo consiacr how 
florid and decorated is hLs language. Among the Romans 
T, Livius is the most abundant in them ; and auKuig the 
Greeks there i? a curious instance in the prefatory words 
of Dionysius of llalicarnnssus. Zr, totAae 

d» tutrtiXvpu v-tfvr 

These words appe.^r to have been taken from some 
tragedy : the last constitute u perfect iambic ; and tho 
preceding, with scarcedy » touch, assume the same ap- 
pearance : the diction too is (piite poetical : usivis. . • 

itaraXCnt, Ate. 

"Avete-t xpipof 'urn irijg ^uerutt yifjug, 

*0», . .evitU. . ■xttrptkvprgt r 
*A^X*** ^rriym* rrn/e x^tirroyag. 

In the Gorgias of Plato is the same idea in nearly the 
sauie words. )r«AX«;^«v Hn aunxg •• 

nSg m\X.Mg xm4 tSp m.y0^^ttyty ckxtg tmg x»i 

Mrcrir, MfTty n Hxatn xtxfirm, riw x^tiwrm rgv^fjrrtvtg 


' Aristoteles. They will not easily take mo for a 
j poet.' 

I OaUisthmes. Nor Plato for anything else: he 
1 would be like a bee caught in his own honey. 

I Aristoteles. I must remark to you, Callistheneg, 
that among the writers of luxuriant aud florid 
prose, however rich and fanciful, there never waa 
one who wrote good poetry. Imagination seems 
to BtArt back when they would lead her into a 
narrower walk, and to forsake them at tho first 
prelude of tlie lyre. Plato has written much 
ppetry, of which a few epigrams alone are remem- 
bered. He burned his iambics, but not until 
he found that they were ‘thoroughly dry and 
withered. If ever a good poet should excell 
in prose, we, who know how distinct are the 
qualities, and how great must, be the compre- 
hension and the vigour tliat unites them, shall 
contemplate) him as an object of wonder, and 
almost of worship. It is remarkable in Plato 
that he is the only florid writer who is animated. 
He will always he admired by those who have 
attained much learning and little precision, from 
the persuasion that they understand him, and 
that others do not ; for men universally are un- 
grateful toward him who instructs them, unless in 
the hours or in the intervals of instruction he 
present a sweet cake to their self-love. 

GalHstluenes. I never saw two men so difierenf 
as you and he. 

Aristoteles. Yet many of those sentiments in 
which we appear most at variance, can be drawn 
together until they meet. I had represented 
excessive wealth as the contingency most dangeiv 
ous to a republic ; he took the opposite side, and 
asserted that excessive poverty is more.+ Now 
wherever there is excessive wealth, there is also 
in the train of it excessive poverty ; as where the 
sun is brightest the shade is deepest. Many re- 
publics have stood for ages, while no citizen of 
them w'as in very great affluence, and while on the 
contrary most were very poor : but none hatn stood 
long after many, or indeed a few , have grown in- 
ordinately wealthy. Kiches cause poverty, then 
irritate, then corrupt it; so throughout their 
whole progress and action they are dangerous 
to the state. Plato defeiidn his thesis with his 
usual ingenuity ; for if Ibere is nowhere a worse 
philosopher, there is hardly anywhere a better 
writer. He says, and truly, that the poor become 
%vild and terrible animals, when they no longer 
can gain their bread by their trades and occupa- 
tions ; and that, laden to excess wdth taxes, thov 
loam a lesson from necessity, which they never 
would have taken up w ithout her. Upon thi.s a1 1 
philosophers, all men of common sense indeed, 
think alike. Usually, if not always, the poor are 
quiet while there is among them no apprehen.sion 
of becoming poorer, that is while the government 
is not oppressivo and unjust : but the rich are 

t It is ervident that Aristotoles wroto Ills Politjj afi ’ 
Plato, for he animadverts on a false opinion of Plato's ki 
the provmium : but many of the opinions must bare been 
promulgated by both, before tho publication of therr werka 
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often the most satisfied while the government is 
the most unjust and oppressive. In civil dissen- 
sions, we find the wealthy load forth tlie idle and 
dissolute poor against the honest and industrious ; 
and generally with success ; because the numbers 
arc greater in calamitous times ; because this 
party has ready at hand the means of equipment ; 
because the young and active, never prone to re- 
flection, are influenced more by the hope of a 
speedy fortune than by the calculation of a slower; 
and because; there are fow' so firm and independ- 
ent as not to rest willingly on patronage, or go 
blind and indifierent as not to prefer that of the 
most potent. 

Ill writing on government, we ought not only 
to search for what is best, but for what is prac- 
ticable. Plato has done neither, nor indeed has 
he searched at all ; instead of it he has thought it 
Biifficiciit to stud a plain argument w'ith an endless 
variety of bright and prominent topics. Now 
diversity of topics has not oven the merit of in- 
vention in every case : he is the most inventive 
who finds most to say upon one subject, and 
renders the whole of it applicable and useful. 
Splendid lliings are the most easy to find and the 
most difficult to manage. If I order a bridle for j 
my horse, and he of whom 1 order it brings me | 
rich trappings in place of it, do 1 not justly deem 
it an impor‘miate and silly answer to my remon- 
strances, when he tells mo that the trappings are 
more costly than the bridle ? 

Be assured, my Callisthones, I speak not from 
any disrespect to a writer so highly and so justly 
celebrated. Reflecting with admiration upon his 
manifold and extraordinary endowments, I wish 
the more earnestly he always hid been exempt 
from conteraptuonsiiess and malignity. We have 
conversed heretofore on his conduct toward | 
Xenophon, and indeed toward other disciples of I 
Soorates, whom the same age and the same studies, ' 
and whom the counsels and memory of the same 
master, should have endeared to him. Toward 
me indeed he ie less blameable. I had collected 
the documents on which T formed an exact 
account of the most flourishing states, and of the 
manners, law's, and customs, by w'hich they were 
so, being of opinion that no knowledge is of such 
utility to a comm on wealth. I had also, as you 
remember, drawn up certain rules for poetry, 
taking my examples from Homer principally, and 
from our great dramatists, l^lato immediately 
forms a republic in the clouds, to overshadow all 
mine at once, and descends only to kick the poets 
hrough the streets. Homer, the chief object of 
uy contemplation, is the chief object of his attack, 
acknowledge that poets of the lower and middle 
rder are in general bad members of society : but 
file energies which exalt ouc to the higher, enable 
Him not only to adorn but to protect his country, 
"^lato says, the gods are degraded by Homer : yet 
Homer has omitted those lighi, and ludicrous tales 
jf them, which rather suit the manners of Tlato 
than his. He thought about the gods, 1 suspect, 
•nuohaa you and I do^ and cared as little how 


Homer treated j/li\jm ; yet, with the prison of. 
Socrates before his eyes, and his own DialogwB 
under thorn, he had the cruelty to cast forth this 
effusion against the mild Euripides. His souls 
and their occupancy of bodies are not to be spoaen 
of with gravity, aiyi, as I am inclined for the pre- 
sent to keep mine where it is, 1 will be silent on 
the subject. 

Callisthenea, I must warn you, my friend and 
te.acher, that your Macedonian pupil is likely to 
interru|)t your arrangements in that business. I 
am informed, and by those who are always credible 
in such assertions, that, without apologies, excuses, 
and prostrations, ArLstoteles will follow the shsfiles 
of Clitus and Parmenio. There is nothing of which 
Alexander is not jealous ; no, not even eating and 
drinking. If any great work is to he destroyed, 
he must do it with his own hands.* AftSSr ho had 
burned down the palace of Cyrus, the glory of 
which ho envied a strumpet, one Polemarchus 
thought of winning his favour by demolishing the 
tomb : he wept for spite and hanged him. Latterly 
he has been so vain, mendacious, and irrational, 
as to order not only suits of armour of enormous 
size, but even mangers commen8n*nVfto buried 
in certain parts where his bat.ttfcs were fought, that 
when in after-ages they happen to be dbg up, it 
may appear that his men and horses were prodi- 
gious. If he had scut the report before him he 
would have been somewhat less inconsiderate, for 
it might among weak barbarians have caused 
terror and submission. But by doing as he did, 
ho would leave a very diflerent impression from 
what he designed, if indtxsd men regarded it at all; 
for no glory could arise from conquering with 
such advantaj^es of superior force. They who are 
jealous of power, are so from a consciousness of 
strength : they who are jealous of wisdom, are so 
frbm a consciousness of wanting it. Weak- 
, ness has its fever . . . but you appear grave and 
thoughtful. 

A risUiteles. The barbarians no more interest me 
than a shoal of fishes wofild do. 

CaJLlistlimes, I entertain the same opinion. 

Aristoteles. Of their rulers equally I 

(lullistliemH. Yes, certainly ; for among them 
there can be ifl> Mher distinction than in titles 
and in dress. A Persian and a Macedonian, an 
A Icxander and a Darius, if they oppress the liberties 
of Greece, are one. 

Arktoteles. Now, Callisthenes ! if Socrates and 
Aiiytos were in the same chamber, if the wicked 
had mixed poison for tho virtuous, the |,ctive in 
evil for tho active in good, and gome Divinity had 
placed it in your power to present the cup to either, 
and, touching your head, should say, This head 
also is devoted to the Eumcnides if the choice be 
wrong,” what would you resolve ? 

Callisthemis. To do that by command of the 
god which I would likewise have done without it. 

AnMo^Ms. Bearing in mind that a myriad ol 
conquerors is not worth the myriadth part of a 
wise and virtuous man. return, Callisthenes, to 
I Babylon, and see that your duty he perfonned* 
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fienry, IJost thou know me, Nanny, in this 
▼eoman’a dress ? ’8 blood ! do4k it reguire so long 
and vacant a stare to recollect a husoand after a 
week or two) No tragedy-tricks with me! a 
scream, a sob, or thy kerchief a trifle the wetter, 
were enough. Why, verily the little fooj faints 
in earnest. These whey faces, like their kinsfolk 
the ghosts, give us no warning. {Sprinkling 
tDdker omr her) Hast had water enough upon thee 1 
take that then . . . art thyself again ) 

Anne. Father of mercies ! do 1 meet again my 
husband, as was my last prayer on earth I do I 
behold ifciy' beioved lord ... in peace . . . and 
pardoned, my partner in eternal bliss ! It was 
his voice. I can not see him . . . why can not I ) 

0 why do these 4 )ang 8 interrupt the transports of 

the blessed ! * 

Henry. Thou openest thy arms : faith t I came 
for that ; Nanny, thou art a sweet slut :* thou 
groane^, wiMtch : art in labour ‘I Faith I among 
the mistakes oi^e night, I am ready to think 
almost tiiat thou hast been drinking, and that I 
have not. 

Anne. God preserve yflur highness ; grant me 
your forgiveness for one slight offence. My eyes 
were heavy ; I fell asleep while I was reading ; 

1 did not know of your presence at first, and 
when I did I could not speak. I strove for 
utterance ; I wanted no. respect for my liege and 
husband. 

Henry. My pretty warm nestling, thou wilt 
then lie I Thou wert leading and aloud too, with 
thy saintly cup of water by thee, and . . . what ! 
thou art still girlishly fond of those dried cherriSs I 

* Henry was not unlearned, nor indifferent to the 
costlier externals of a K^ntleman ; but in manners and 
language he was htu-dly on a loved with our ostlers of tho 
present day. He was fond boar-bsvi tings and other such 
amtiseii^ents in the midst of the rabble, and would wrestle 
with Francis ij^. His reign is one continued proof, flaring 
and wearisome as a Lapland summer day, that even the 
English form of government, under a sensual king with 
money at his disposal, may servd* oftly to legitimatize 
injustice. The Constitution was still Insisted on. In all Its 
origintil strength and purity, by those who had abolished 
many of its fundamental laws, and had placed the re- 
mainder at the discretion of the king. It never has had a 
more zealoussadvocate than Bmpson. This true patriot of 
legitimacy requested on his trial, that, *• if he and Dudley' 
were punished, it might not be divulged to other nations, 
lest theji should infer that the final dissolution of the 
English government was approaching.’’ 

The government was whatever the king ordered ; and 
he a ferocious and terrific thing, swinging on high between 
two windy superstitions, and caught and propelled 
alternately by Fanaticism and Lust. In Anne Boleyn, the 
frank and unsuspicious gaiety of her temper, tho restless 
playfulness of high spirits, which we often saw fiirmerly 
in the families of country gentlemen, first captivated the 
aflbotions and afterward raised the jealousy of Henry. 
I^htnessof spirit, which hud ma<lenil about her happy 
ihe whole course of her life, made her so the lust day of it. 
tRie was beheaded on tim 19th of May, and Hen^ on the 
tnarrow married Jane Seymour 


A nne. I had no other fruit to offer your high* 
ness the first time T saw you, and you were then 
pleased to invent for me some reason why they 
should he acceptable. I did not dry these : may 
I present them, such as they are ) We shall have 
fresh next month. 

Henry. Thou art always driving away from tho 
discourse. One moment it suits thee to know 
me, another not. • 

Anne. Remember, it is hardly throe months 
since I miscarried ;f 1 am weak and liable to 

I 

Henry. Thou hast however thy bridal cheeks, 
I with lustre upon them when there is none else- 
where, and obstinate lips resisting all impression : 
but now thou talkest about miscarrying, who is 
the father of that boy 1 

Anne.i The father is yours and mine ; he who 
hath taken him to his own home, before (like me) 
he could struggle or cry for it. 

Henry. Pagan, or worse, to talk so ! He did 
not come into the world alive : there was no 
baptism. 

Anne. I thought only of our loss : my senses 
are confounded. I did not give him my milk, 
and yet I loved him tenderly; for I often fancied, 
had he lived, how contented and joyful he would 
have made you and England. 

Henry. No subterfuges and escapes, I warrant, 
thou canst not say whether at my entrance thou 
wert waking oivwandering. 

Anm. Faintness and drowsiness came upon 
me suddenly. 

Henry. Well, since thou really and truly 
sleepedst, what didst dream of? 

Anne. I begin to doubt whether I did indeed 
sleep. 

Henry. Hal false one . . . rf'vertwo sentences 
of truth together . . . but ecme, What didst think 
about, asleep or awake ? 

Anne. I thought that God had pardoned me 
my oflences, and had received me nnto him. 

Henry. And nothing niore ? 

Anne. That my prayers had been hoard and 
my wishes were accomplishing : the angels alone 
can enjoy more beatitude than this. 

Henry. Vexatious little devil ! she says nothing 
now about me, merely from perverseness . . . 
Hast thou never thought about me, nor about 
thy falsehood and adulteiy ? 

Anne. If I had committed any kind of folse- 

t She miac'arriefi of a son January tho twenty-ninth, 
1536: tile King coucludcU from this event that liis mar- 
riage was disagreeable to God He had abundance of con. 
elusions for believing that his last marriage was disagree- 
able to God, whenever he wanted a fresh one, and was 
ready in due time to give up this too with the same resig- 
nation ; but he never had any cenefurienr of doing a thing 
disagreeable to God when a divorce or decapitation wm la 
question. 
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hoodj in regard to .you or not, I should never 
have rested until T had thrown myself at your 
feet and obtained your par ion : but if ever I had 
been gnailty of tho-v other crime, I know not 
whether I should ha . e dared to implore it, even 
of God's mercy. 

Henry. Thou hast heretofore cast some soft 
glances upon Smeaton ; hast thou not ? 

Anm. He taught me to play on the virginals, 
OB you kjioAv, wlicii I was little, and thereby to 
please your highness. 

Hrnrtj. And Brcrcton and Norris, what have 
they tauglit thee ? 

Amic. They are 3^11 r servants, and trusty ones. 

Henri/. Has not AVeston told thee plainly that 
he loved thee '! 

Anne. Yes; and. . . 

Henry. AVhat didst thou ? 

Anne. I defied liiin. 

Henry. Is that, all ? 

Anm. I could have done no more if he had 
told me that ho liated me. Then indeed I should 
have incurred more justly the reproaches of your 
highness : 1 should have smiled. 

Henry. We have proofs abundant : the fellows 
shall one and all confront thee ... ay, clap thy 
liands and kiss my sleeve, harlot I 

A nne. 0 that so great a favour is vouchsafed 
me ! m^*^ honour is secure ; my husband will be j 
happy again ; he will see iriy innocence. I 

Henry. Give me now an account of the monies ; 
thou hast rc<;cived from me witliiii these nine i 
months : I want thcjn not back : they are letters , 
of gold in record of thy guilt. Thou hast had no 
tbwer than iiftocn thousand pounds in that period, | 
without even thy asking ; what hast done with it, i 
wanton I j 

Anne. I have regularly placed it out to interest, j 

Henry. Where ] I demand of thee. 

Anne. AmoJig the needy and ailing. My lord 
. archbishop has the account of it, sealed by him 1 
weekly I also had a copy myself : those who ! 
look away my papers may easily find it, for there | 
ire few others, and they lie open, j 

Henry. Think on my munificence to thee ; re- j 
ollect who made thee. Dost sigh for what thou j 
liast lost 1 

Anne.. I do indeed. 

Henry. I never thought thee ambitious; but 
tli\' vices creep out one by one. 

Anne. I do not regret that I have been a queen^j 
and am no longer one ; nor that my innocence is 
called in question by those who never knew mef: 
but I lament that the good people who loved me 
so cordially, hate and curse me ; that those who 
pointed me out to their daughters for imitation, | 

♦ The duke of Nortulk obtuined an order that the arch* 1 
biahop of Gaiitei'bur> alioxibl retire to hia jxHlace of Lam* I 
both on tlxe Queen’s trial, llurnet, very sharp sighted on ! 
Irrefrularitiea in ladicB, ways thnt slic had dintrihuted, in 
the last nine months of her life, between fourteen and fif- 
‘een thousand pounds among the poor ; a sum equal in 
value to nearly five times the amount at present. It tends 
to prove how little she could have reserved fijr vauitics or 
thvouritea. 


check them when they speak about me ; and thdt 
he whom next to God I have served with most 
devotion, is my accuser. 

Henry. Wast thou conning over something In 
that dingy book for thy defence ? Come, tel* me, 
what wast thou i<eading ? 

Anne^ This ancient chronicle. I was looxing 
for some one in my own condition, and must have 
missed the page. Surely in so many hundred 
years, there shall have been other young malaens, 
first too happ}’' for exaltation, and after too ex- 
alted for happiness ; not perchance doomed to die 
upon a scafTold, by these they ever hetpourex^and 
served faithfully : that indeed I did not look for 
nor think of : but my heart was bounding for 
anyone I could love and pity. She would be unto 
me as a sister dead and gone, but iiie,' 

seeing me, consoling me, and being consoled. 
0 my husband, it is so heavenly a thing . . . 

Henry. To whine and whiinyxcr,* no doubt, is 
vastly bcavenly. 

Anne. I said not so : but those, if there be any 
such, who never weep, have nothing in them of 
heavenly or of earthly. The plauti^lhc trees, the 
very rocks uiul uukujhuhI elo^v-, r '‘ft least* 
the semblances of weeping ; and thor(y,is not an 
aspect of the globe wc live on, nor of the w'atcrs 
and skies around it, without a reference and u 
similitude to our joj’^s or sorrows. 

Henry. I do not remember that notion any- 
where. Take care no enemy rake out of it some- 
thing of materialism. Guard well thy empty hot 
brain : it may hatch more evil. As for those odd 
words, I myself would fiiin sec no great harm in 
them, know! og that grief find frenzy strike out 
manyr lliings, which would else lie still, and 
neither spirt nor sparkle. I also kno’vv that thou 
blist never read aiiy^thing but bible and history, 
the two worst books in the world for young people, 
and the most certain to lead astray both prince 
and subject. For which reason I have interdicted 
and entirely put doAnr ^he one, and will (by the 
blessing of the Virgin aiul of holy Paul) commit 
the other to a rigid censor. If it behoves us 
kings to enact what our people shall eat and 
drink, of whicli J.he most unruly and rebellious 
spirit can entertain no doubt, greatly more doth 
it behove us to examine what they read and 
think. The body is moved according to the mind 
and will : we must take care that the movement 
be a right one, on pain of God's anger in this life 
and the next. 

Amue. 0 my dear husband ! it mijst be a 
naughty thing indeed that makes him angry be- 
yond remission. Did you ever try how pleasant 
it is to forgive anyone 1 There is nothing else 
wherein w'c can resemble God perfectly and easilj\ 

Henry. Resemble God perfectly and easily 1 Do 
vile creatures talk thus of the Creator 1 

Anne. No, Henry, when his creatures talk thus 
of him, they are no longer vile creatures ! When 
they know that he is good they love him, and 
when they love him they are good themselves. 

O Henry ! my husband and king ! the judgments 
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or our Heavenly Father are righteous : on this 
surely we must think alike. 

Henry, And what then^ speak out: again I 
command theo, speak plainly: thy tongue was 
not so torpid but this moment. Art ready ] must 
1 wait i » 

A mu:, If any dout>t rom^s upon /our royal 
Hand of your equity in this business ; should it 
haply seem possible to you that passion or preju- 
dic€t in yourself or another, may hi*ve warped so 
strong an understanding, do but supplicate the 
Almighty to strengthen and enlighten it, and he 
will hgar yoiv 

Henry, What 1 thou wouldst fain change thy 
quarters, ay 1 

Anne. My spirit is detached and ready, and 
shortly, whatever your high 
ness may determine. Ah ! my native Bickling is 
a pleasant place. May I go back to it 1 Does that 
kind smile say yes ? Do the hounds ever run that 
way now ? The fruit-trees must Im all in full 
blossom, and the gorse on the hill above quite 
dazzling. How good it was in you to plant your 
park at Greenw ich after my childish notion, tree 
f3r tree, ttfc veiySSSH at Bickling 1 Has the 
hard winter killed them ? or the winds loosened 
the stakes about them 'i 

Henry. Silly child 1 as i# thou shouldst see 
them any more. 

Anne. Alas ! what strange things happen I 
But they and I are nearly of the same age; 
young alike, and without hold upon anything. j 

Henry, Yet thou appearest hale and resolute, 
and (they tell me) smirkest and smilcst to every- 
body. 4 

Anne. The withered leaf catches the sun some - 1 
times, little as it can profit by it; and I have beard | 
fitories of the breeze in other climates, that sets 
in when daylight is about to close, and hr)w con- 
stant it is, and how refreshing. My heart indeed 
i' now sustained strangely; it became the more 
sensibly so from that tim^i forward, when power 
and grandeur and all things terrestrial were sunk 
from sight. Every act of kindness in those 
about me gives me satisfaction and pleasure, such 
as I did not feel formerly. I wgs jworse before 
God chastened me \ yet I was never an ingrate. 
What pains have I taken to find out the village- 
girls who placed their posies in my chamber ere 
1 arose in the morning ! how gladly would T have 
recompensed the forester wdio lit up a brake on 
my birthnight, which else had warmed him half 
the winter P But these are times past : 1 was not 
queen of England. 

Henry, Nor adulterous, nor heretical. 

Anne, God be praised I 

Henry, ^Learned saint ! thou knowest nothing 
of the lighW, but perhaps canst inform me about 
the graver of them. 

Anne, Which may it be, my liege ? 

Henry, Which may it be, pestilence 1 I marvel 
that the walls of this tower do not crack around 
thee at such impiety. ** 


Anne. I would be instructed by the wisehi or 
theologians : such is your highness. 

Henry. Are the sins of the body, foul as they 
are, comparable to those of the soul i 

Anne, When they are united they must be 
worst. 

Henry. Go on, go on : thou pushest thy own 
breast against the sword : God hath deprived thee 
of thy reason for thy puuishment. 1 must hear 
more ; proceed, 1 charge ihee. 

A nnc. All aptitude to believe one thing rather 
j than? another, from ignorance or weakness, or from 
I the more persuasive manner ,of the teacher, or 
from his purity of life, or from the strong impres- 
sion of a ])articular text at a particular time, and 
various things beside, may inti non cc and decide 
our opinion ; and the hand of the Almighty, let 
us hope, will fall gently on human fallibility. 

Henry. Opinion in matters of faith ! rare wis- 
dom 1 rare religion ! Trolh ! Anne, thou hast 
well sobered me. I came rather warmly and 
lovingly; but these light ringlets, by the holy 
rood, shall not shade this shoulder much longer. 
Nay, do not start ; I tap it for the last time, my 
sweetest. If the church permitted it, thou 
shouldst set forth on thy long journey with the 
eucharist between thy teeth, however loth. 

Anne. Love your Elizabeth, my honoured 
lord, and God bless you ! She will soon forget 
to call me : do not chide her : think how young 
she is.* 

Could I, could I kiss licr, but once again ! it 
would comfort my heart ... or break it. 

Elizabeth was not quite three years old at herinotlior's 
death, being liorn the Seventh of Rcpteinber 16.33. 

It does not appear that the Defender of the Faith 
brought his wife to the scaffold for the good of iier soul, 
^iior that she was pregnant at the time, wliieli would have 
added much to the merit of tho action, as there is the 
j probability that the child would have been heretitjul. 

[ Casper Scioppius, who flourished in the same century, says 
in his Classicnni Belli Sacri that the children of heretics 
should not bo pardoned, lest, if they grow up, they bo 
implicated in tho wickedness of their parents, and perish 
eternally. 

Literature and Keligion s»'em to have been contending 
two hundred years unintormittingly, wniob of them 
should be most cllicicnt in banisiiing humanity and 
civility from the world ; tlie very thin;;j wliich it wag 
their business to propagate and preserve, and without 
wbioh they not only an* nseless but pernicious. Soiopplua 
stood as little-holder to both, in their uinst desperate 
attacks. He, who was so m .-jiheent to children, in little 
faggots, little swords, and little halters, gave also a 
Christmas-box to James I. “ Alexiitharmacum regium/elU 
dr<iconum H veneno aspidum. sub Philip jii Moma i de 
Plessis nuperd papatds historid ahdito, appositum, et 
nissimo Domino, Jaeobo Magna Britannia rep*, strena 
Jauuorise loco, muneri mUsum." From the inexhaustible 
stores of his generosity he made another sucli present. 

CollyrivaUn Regium, Britannia regi, graviter i\v oculis 
lahoraniU inuneri missutn,’' Sir Henry Wootton, who 
found him in Madrid, to requite him for his Christmas- 
box and bqjt of eye-h*ilte, ordered him to bo whipt with- 
out a metaphor : on which Lavanda says “ Quid Hispane 
oalleat Soiopi^us haud scio ; si quid tamen isf ius lingua? in 
ipso fuit, tunc opinor exseruit maxime quando in His- 
pani& Anglice vapulavit.” The remedies of Hcriry were 
less fallible, and his gifts more royal. 
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MARCUS TULLIUS AND QUINCTUS CICERO. 


Ma/rats, The laf<t caln^iiities of our oountry, my 
brother Quinctus, have again united us ; and somc- 
thiiig like the tenderness of earlier days appears 
to have returned, in the silence of ambition and 
in the sii])sidence of hope. It has frequently 
pcjcurrcd to me how different we are from the mo- 
ment Avhon the j)arcnta,l roof bursts a8under,^as it 
were, and the inmates are scattered abroad, and 
hiiihi up here and fnere new families. Many, who 
before lived in amity and concord, are then in the 
comlition of those who, receiving intelligence of a 
shipwreck, collect at once for plunder, and quarrel 
on touching the first, fragment. 

Qninrtus. We never disagreed on the division 
of any property, unless indeed the state and its 
honours may he considered as such ; and although 
in regard to Ceesar, our fortune drew us different 
ways latterly, and my gi^atitude made me, until 
your remonstrances and prayers prevailed, reluc- 
tant to abandon him, you will remember my 
anxiety to procure you the consulate and the tri- 
umph. You cannot and never could suppose me 
unmindful of the signal benefits and high dis- 
tinctions I have received from Caesar, or quite 
unreluctant to desert an army, for my services in 
which he often j)raised me to you, while I was 
in Britain and in Gaul. Such moreover was his 
generosity, lu‘ did not erase my name from his 
Cotntnmtarieti, for having abandoned and opposed 
his cause. My joy therefore ought not to be un- 
minglcd at his violent death,* to whom I am in- 
debted not only for confidence and command, not 
only for advancement and glory, but also for 
iinuiortality. When you yourself had resolved on 
leaving Italy to follow Cneius Pompoius, you were 
sensible, as you told mo, that my obligations to 
CoRsar should at least detain me in Italy. Our 
disimtes, which among men who reason will be 
frequent, were always amicable : our political views 
have always been similar, and generally the same. 
You iiuh'Cfl w ere somewdiat more aristocratical and 
senatorial : and this prejudice hath ruined both. 
As if the immortal Gods took a j>lcasure in con- 
founding us by the difficulty of our choice, they 
placed the best men al. the hewl of the w’^orst cause. 
Deeimus Brutus and Porcius Cato hold up the 
train of Sylhi ; for the late civil wars w^ere only a 
continuation of those which the old dictator seemed, 
for a time, to have extinguished in blood and ruins. 
His faction w'as in authority when yon first ap- 
peared at Home ; and although among your friends, 
and sometimes in public, you have spoken as a 
Roman should speak of Caius Marius : a respect 
for Pompeius, the most insincere of mortals, made 
you silent on the merits of Sertorius ; than wlioin 
there never was a better man in private life, a 
magistrate more upright, a general more vigilant, 
a citiaeh more zealous for the prerogative of our 
republic. Caius Ciusar, the later champic'u <>f the 


same party, overcame difficulties almost equally 
great, ami having acted upon a more splendid 
theatre, may perhaps appear a still greater cha- 
racter. 

Marcos. He will seem so to those ouly vho 
place temperance and prudence, fidelity and pa- 
triotism, aside from the component parts of great- 
ness. Caesar, of all men, knew best when to trust 
fortune : Sertorius never trusted hdr at dll, nor 
ever marched a step along a path he had not 
patiently and well explored. The best of Romans 
slew the one, the worst the other. The d^h of 
I Caesar was that which the wise abd * Iftfibus would 
I most deprecate for themselves and for their chil- 
I dren ; that of Sertorius what they would most 
desire. And since, Quinctusj we have seen the 
• ruin of our country, and her enemies are intent 
I on ours, let us be grateful that the last years of 
j life have neither been useless nor inglorious, and 
; that it is likely to close, not^p^:.'V» th<^condemna- 
I tion of such citizens as Cdto and Brutus, but as 
I Lepidus and Antonius. It is with fiiore sorrow 
i than asperity that i^reflect on Caius Csesar. 0 ! 

1 had his heart been unambitious as his style, had 
; he been as prompt to succour his country as to 
j enslave her, how great, how incomparably groat, 

I were he ! Then perhaps at this hour, 0 Quinctus, 

1 and in this villa, we should have enjoyed his 
; humorous and erudit(^ discourse ; for no man ever 
j tempered so seasonably and so justly the materials 
' of conversation. How graceful was he ! how un- 
guarded ! His whole character w'as uncovered ; as 
j M^e represent the bodies of heroes and of gods. 

I Two years ago, at this very season, on the third 
of the Saturnalia, he came hither spontaneously 
and unexpectedly to dine with me ; and although 
one of his attendants read to him, as ho desired 
while he was bathing the verses on him and Ma- 
murra, he retained his usual good humour, and 
discoursed after dinner on many points of litera- 
ture, with admirable ease and judgment. Him I 
shall see agAiif ; and, while he acknowledges my 
justice, I shall acknowledge his virtues, and con- 
template them unclouded. I shall see again our 
father, and Mutius Sceevola, and you, and our sons, 
and the ingenuous and faithful T^n'O. He alone 
has power over my life, if any has ; for to him I 
confide my witings. And our worthy Marcus 
Brutus will meet me, whom I would embrace 
among the first : for, if I have not done him an 
injury, I have caused him one. Had I never lived, 
or had I never excited his envy, he might perhaps 
have written as I have done ; but, for^e sake of 
avoiding me, he caught both cold and fever. Let 
us pardon him ; let us love him. With a weakness 
that injured his eloquence, and with a softness o 
soul that sapped the constitution of our state, he 
is mo unworthy branch of that family which wUI 
be remembered the longest among men. 
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^0 bappy day, when I shall meet my equals, 
and when my inferiors shall trouble me no 
more 

Man thinks it miserable to be cut off in the 
midst of his projects : he should rather think it 
miserable to have formed them, for the one is his 
own action, the other is not ; the one ms subject 
from the beginning to disappointments and vexa- 
tions, the other ends them. And what truly is 
that period of life in which we are not in the midst 
of our projects? They spring up only the more 
rank and wild, year after year, from their extinc- 
tion or change of form, as herbage from the cor- 
ruption and*dying down of herbage. 

I will not dissemble that I upheld the senatorial 
cause for no other reason than that my dignity 
was to depend on it. My first enthusiasm was 
excite^I ; my first poem was written on 

him. We were proud of him as a fellow-citizen of 
Arpinum. Say no more of him. It is only the 
most generous nature that grows more generous 
by age : Marius, like Pompeius, grew more and 
more austere. I praised his exploits in the en- 
thusiasm of y6uth and poetry ; either of which is 
efficient i8xcus<>r^Qrmany errors ; and both to- 
gether may extort steiewhat more than pardon, 
when valou* in a fellow-townsman is the exciter 
of our praise. But, sitting now in calmer judg- 
nent, we see him stript of**hi8 victorious arms 
and sevenfold consulship; we see him in his 
native rudeness; selfishness, and ferocity ; we see 
him the murderer of his colleague in the consul- 
ship, of his comrade in the camp. Scarcely can 
we admire even the severity of his morals, when 
its principal use was to enforce the discipline 
needful to the accomplishment of his designs. 

Quindus. Marius is an example that a liberal 
education is peculiarly necessary where power is 
almost unlimited. Quiet, social, philosophical 
intercourse, can alone restrict that tendency to 
arrogance which war encourages, and alone can 
inculcate that abstinence from wrong and spolia- 
tion, which we have lately seen exercised more 
intemperately than even by Marius or by Sylla, 
and carried into the farms and villas of ancient 
friends and close connections. 

MB/rdis. Had the party of our !o>.*nsman been 
triumphant, and the senate (as it would have 
been) abolished, I should never have had a Catilina- 
rian conspiracy to quell, and few of my best ora- 
tions would haije been delivered. 

Do you believe that the Marian faction 
would have annulled our order 1 

Marcus. 7 believe that their safety would have 
required its ruin,, and that their vengeance, not to 
say their equity, would have accomplished it. The 
civil war was of the senate against the equestrian 
order and ^lie people, and was maintained by the 
wealth of Ibe patricians, accumulated in the time 
of Sylla, from the proscription of all whom vio- 
lence made, or avarice called, its adversaries. It 
would have been necessary to confiscate the whole 
property of the order, and to banish its members 
from Italy. Any measures short of these would 


have been inadequate to compensate the people 
for their losses ; nor would there Lave been a suffi- 
cient pledge for the maintenance of tranquillity. 
The exclusion of three hundred families from their 
estates, which they had acquired in great part by 
rapine, and their expulsion from a country' whieli 
they had inundated with blood, would have pre- 
vented that partition-treaty, whereby are placed 
in the hands of three men the properties and lives 
of all. 

There should in no government be a contrariety 
of ipterests. Checks are useful : but it is better 
to stand in no need of them. Bolts and bars are 
good things : but would you e’&tablish a college of 
thieves and robbers to try how good they arc ? 
Misfortune has taught me many truths, which a 
few years ago I should have deemed siisjiicioiiK and 
dangerous. The fall of Rome and of Carthage, 
the form of whose governments was almost the 
same, has been occasioned by the divisions of the 
ambitious in their senates : for we conscript fathers 
call that ambition which the lower ranks call 
avarice. In fact the only dilfereuce is, that the 
one wears fine linen, the other coarse ; one covets 
the government of Asia, the other a cask of vine- 
gar. The people were indifferent which side pre- 
vailed, until their houses in that coimtrj' w'erc 
reduced to ashes ; in this, were delivered to mur- 
derers and gamesters. 

Quinctus. Painful is it to reflect, that the great- 
ness of most men originates from what has been 
taken by fraud or violence out of the coiniuon 
stock. The greatness of states, on the contrary, 
depends on the subdivision of 2 >roperty, chiefly ot 
the landed, in moderate portions ; on the frugal 
pay of functionaries, chiefly of those who pos.se8K 
a property ; and on unity of interests and designs. 
Where provinces are allotted, not for the jnil^lic 
*service, but for the enrichmeut of private families, 
whene consuls wish one thing and tribunes wish 
another, how can there be prosperity or safety 1 
If Carthage, whose government (as you observe) 
much resembled ours, had allowed the same rights 
generally to the inhabitants of Africa ; had she 
been as zealous in civilising as in c(*erciug them ; 
she would have mined our commonwealth and 
ruled the world. Rome found the rest of Italy 
more cultivated than herself, but corrupted for 
the greater part by luxury, ignorant of military 
science, and more patient of ^'\ivery than of toil. 
She conquered ; ami lu prociess of time infused 
into them soincwiiat of her spirit, and imparted 
to them aomewfliat of her institutions. Nothing 
was then wanting to her policy, but only to grant 
voluntarily what she might have foreseen they 
would unite to enforce, and to have constituted a 
social body in Italy. This would have rendered 
her invincible. Ambition w'ould not pemiit our 
senators to divide with others the wealth and 
aggrandisement ariring from authority : and hence 
our worst citizens are become our rulers. The 
same error was committed bySertorius, from purer 
principles, when he created a senate in Spain, but 
admitted no Spaniard. The practice of disinte- 
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remment, wherein there are only a few leading 
which are never to be disturbed. I now 
perceive that the laws of society in one thing re- 
semble the laws of perspective : they require that 
what is below should rise gradually, and that what 
is above should descend in the same proportion, 
but not that they should touch. Still leas do they 
inform us, what is echoed in our ears by new 
masters from (jump and schoolroom, that the 
wisest and best should depend on the weakest 
and worst ; and that, when individuals, however 
ignorant of moral discipline and impatient ofsclf- 
restraint, are deemed adequate to the managomdnl ' 
of their affairs at ttventy years, a state should I 
never be; that hoys should come out of pupilage, I 
that men should return to it ; that people in their ; 
actions and abilities so contemptible as the trium- 
virate, should become by their own appointment ! 
our tutors and guardians, and shake their scourges j 
over Marcus Bnitiis, Marcus Varro, Marcus 
Tullius. The Romans are hastening back, I sec, j 
to the government of hereditary kings, whether > 
by that name or another is immaterial, which no 
virtuous and dignified man, no philosopher of 
whatever sect, has recommended, approved, or 
tolerated ; and than which no moralist, no fabulist, 
no visionary, no poet, satirical or comic, no Fes- 
cennine jester, uo dwarf or eunuch (the most priri- 
leged of privileged classes), no runner at tlie side 
of a triumphal car, in the utmost extravagance of 
his licentiousness, has imagined anything more 
absurd, more indecorous, or more insulting. What 
else indeed is the reason why a nation is called 
barbarous by the Greeks and us 1 This alone 
stain f)S the character upon it, standing for what- ' 
ever is monstrous, for whatever debased, | 

What a shocking sight should we consider an 
old father of a family led in chains along the public | 
street, with boys and prostitutes shouting after 
him I and should we not retire from it quickly and 
anxiously? A sight greatly more shocking now 
presents itself : an ancient nation is reduced to 
slavery, by those who vowed before the people and 
before the altars to <lefend her. And is it hard 
for UB, O Quinctus, to turn away our eyes from 
this abomination ? or is it necessary for a Gaul or 
an Illyrian to command us that we close them 
on it ? • 

Quintus. No, Marcus, no. Let us think upon 
it as our forefathers always thought, and our 
friends lately. 

Marciui. I am your host, my brother, and must 
recall you awhile to pleasanter ideas. How beau- 
tiful is this Fonniau coast! how airy this villa ! 
Ah whither have I beckoned your reflections! it is 
the last of ours perhaps wc may ever see. Do you 
remember the races of our children along the 
sands, and their consternation when Tyro cried Hlie 
LoBstrygons! theLmtrygona!' He little thought 
bo prophesied in his mirth, and all that poetry 
has Mgned of these monsters should in so few 
years be accomplished. The other evening, an 
hour or two before sunset, I sailed quietly along 
^he coast, for there was little wind, and the still- 


I ness on shore made my heart frint within me. 

I I remembered to)w short a time ago I had con- 
; versed with Cato in the walks around the villa of 

Lucullus, whose son, such was the modesty of the 
youth, followed mther than accompanied us. 
0 Gods ! how little then did I foresee or appre- 
hend that ^he giferdianship of this young man, 
and also of Cato's son, would within one year have 
devolved on me, by the deplorable death of their 
natural protector. A feiding purple invested by 
degre^ the whole promontory: I looked up at 
Misenus, and at those solitary and silent walks, 
enlivened so lately by friendship and philosophy. 
The last indeed of the thoughts we communioated 
were sorrowful and despondent, but, heavy as they 
vv(;re, they did not pain me like those which were 
now coming over me in my loneliness on the sea. 
For there only is the sense of 8olitik^/^^>i»!:; 
thing we behold is unlike us, and where we have 
been accustomed to meet our friends and equals. 

Qidnctus. There is something of softness, not 
unallicd to sorfow, in these mild winter days and 
their humid sunshine. 

Marcus. I know not, Quinctus, by what train 
or connection of ideas they lead me^rather to the 
past than to the future ; iinJ^^Tit nc tliat, when* 
the fibres of our bodies are relaxed, as^hey must 
be in such weather, the spirits fall back easily 
upon reflection, ami ato sloivly incited to expecta- 
tion. The memory of those groat men who con- 
solidated our republic by their wisdom, exalted 
it by their valour, and protected and defended it 
by their constancy, stands not alone nor idly : they 
draw us after them, they place us with them. O 
Quinctus ! I wish I could imi)art to you my firm 
persuasion, that after death wc shall enter into 
their society : and what matter if the place of our 
reunion he not the capitol or the forum, be not 
V21ysian meadows or Atlantic islands? Locality 
has nothing to do with mind once free. Carry 
this thought perpetually with you ; and Death, 
whether you believe it terminates our whole ex- 
istence or otherwise, w^ll lose, I will not say its 
terrors, for the brave and wise havejione, but it* 
anxieties and inquietudes. 

Quinctus. Brother, when I see that many dog 
mas in religion ihave been invented to keep the 
intellect in subjection, I may fairly doubt the rest. 

Marcus. Yes, if any emolument be derived 
from them to the colleges of priests. But surely 
he deserves the dignity and the worship of a gOd, 
who first instructed men that by their own volition 
they may enjoy eternal happiness ; that the road 
to it is most easy and moat beautiful, shbh as any 
one would follow by preference, even if nothing • 
desirable were at the end of it. Neither to give 
nor take offence, are surely the two thing* most* 
delightful in human life; and it is by these two 
things that eternal happiness may be attained* 
We shall enjoy a future state accordingly as we 
have employed our intellect and our affection*. 
Perfect bliss can be expected by few : but fewer 
will so miserable as they have been here. 

QuiTictus. A belief to the contraiy, if we admk 



241 


MAHOUS TULLIUS AND QUINCTUS CICERO. 


% ftilnfe life, would place the gods beneath us in 
their beet proper^ee, justice and beneficence. 

Marcus. B^ef in a future life is the appetite of 
reason : and 1 see not why we should not gratify , 
It as unreluctantly as the baser. Religion does not 
call upon us to believe the fiibles of the vulgar, but 
on the contrary to correct them. * 

QaincboB. Other vme, over-run as we are in Rome 
by foreigners of every nation, and ready to receive, 
as we have been, the bufiboneries of Syrian and 
Egyptian priests^ our dtisens may within a few 
years become not only the dupes, but the tribu- 
taries, of these impostors. The Syrian may scourge 
us ^ntil vte join him in his lamentation of 
Adonis ; and the Egyptian may tell us that it is 
unholy to eat a chicken, and holy to eat an egg ; 
while a sly rogue of Judsea whispers in our oar, 

fcI«rt-^:r5iV^eTatition: you go to heaven if you 
pay me a tenth of your harvests.” This, I have 
heard Cneius Pompeius relate, is done in Judsea. 

Marcus. True, but the tenth paid all the ex- 
penses both of civil government and religious ; for 
the magistracy was (if such an expression can be 
repeated with seriousness) theocrcUicM.* In time 
of peace a decimation of property would be intoler- 
able. PilistrAu^'^AiVl Hiero did exact it: but 
they were ig^urpers, and the exercise of tlieir power 
was no more legitimate than the assumption. 
Among us likewiao the trM)unes of the people 
have complained, in former times, that taxes levied 
on the commons went to abase and ruin them. 
Certainly the senate did not contrib\itc in the 
same proportion ; but the commons were taxed 
out of the produce of what had been allotted to 
them, in the partition of conquered lands ; and it 
was only the stipend of the soldier fow preserving 
by arms the property that his arms had won. 
The Jews have been always at war; natives of a 
sterile country and borderers of a fertile one, acute, * 
meditative, melancholy, morose. I know not 
whether Tve ourselves have performed such actions 
as they have, or whether any nation has fought 
with such resolution and nertinacity. We laugh 
at their worship ; they abominate ours. In this 
T think we are the wiser ; for surely on speculative 
points it is better to laugh than to abominate. 
But whence have you brought four eggs and 
chickens '1 I have heard our Varro tell many 
stories about the Egyptian ordinances; but I do not 
remember this among them ; nor indeed did his 
friezid Turranius, who resided long in that coUittry, : 
and was intimaiely versed in its antiquities, nor his 
son Manius, a young man of much pleasantly, ever 
relate it in «>nversation when we met at Varro's. 

Quinchisi Indeed the distinction seems a little 
too absurd, even for the worshippers of cats and 
crocodiles. Perhaps I may have wronged them : 
the nation I xnay indeed have forgotten, but I am I 

e The fipanianlft had been a refractory and rebellious 
people, and therefore were treated, we may presume, with 
little lenity : yet T. Livius tells us that a part of Spain 
paid a tinth, another part a twentieth. Ltb. zllU. See 
aiao Tacitus on the subject ef Taxation, Ann. ziii.,^uid 
Burmann De Vectiffali. 


i certain of the fact : I place it in the archives of 
j superstition, you may deposit it in its right cell. 

I Among the Athenians the Priestess of Minerva 
was entitled to a measure of barley, a measure of 
wheat, and an obol, on every birth and death.* 
Some eastern nations are so totally subjected to 
the priesthood, that a member of it is requisite at 
birth, at death, and, by Thalassius ! at marriage 
itself. He can even inflict pains and penalties ; 
he can oblige you to tell him all the secrets of 
the heart; ho can call your wife to him, your 
daughter to him, your blooming and innocent 
soif ; he can absolve from sin ; he can exclude 
from pardon. * 

Marcus. Now, Quinctus, egg and chicken, cat 
and crocodile, disappear and vanish : you repeal 
impossibilities: mankind, in its lowest degrada- 
tion, has never been depressed so low. The savage 
would strangle the impostor that attempted it; 
the civilised man would scourge him and hiss him 
from society. Come, come, brother! we may 
expect such a state of things, whenever we find 
united the genius of the Cimmerian and the 
courage of the Troglodyte. Religions wear out, 
cover them with gold or case them with iron as 
you will. Jupiter is now less powerful in Crete 
than when he was in hia cradle there, and spreads 
fewer terrors at Dodona than a shepherd’s cur. 
Proconsuls have removed from Greece, from Asia, 
from Sicily, the most celebrated statues ; and it is 
doubted at last whether those deities are in heaven 
whom a cart and a yoke of oxen have carried away 
on earth. When the civil wars are over, and the 
minds of men become indolent and inactive, as is 
always the case after greal^ excitement, it is not 
improbable that same novelties may be attempted 
in religion : but, as my prophecies in the whole 
course of the late events have been accomplished, 
so you may believe me when I prognosticate that 
our religion, although it should be disfigured and 
deteriorated, will continue in many of its features, 
in many of its pomps and ceremonies, the same. 
Sibylline books will never be wanting while fear 
and curiosity are inherent in the composition of 
man. And there is something consolatory in this 
idea of duration and identity : for v hauever be your 
philosophy, you must acknowledge that it is plea- 
sant to think, although you know not wherefore, 
that, when we go away, things visible, like things 
intellectual, will remain in great measure as we 
left them. A slight di^i !ccisure would be felt by 
us, if we were certain that after our death our 
houses would be taken down, though not only no 
longer inhabited by us, but probably not destined 
to remain in the possession of our children ; and 
that even those vineyards, fields, and gardens, wore 
about to assume another aspect. 

Quinctus. The sea and the barren rocks will 
remain for ever as they are : whatever is lovely 
changes. Misrule and slavery may convert our 
fertile plains into pestilential marshes ; and who- 
ever sl^l exclaim against the authors and oansai 

* Artstot (Bcononu L a 
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of such devafitation, may hp proscribed, slain, or] 
exiled. Enlightened and virtuous men (pajn> 
ftillest of thoughts !) may condemn him : for a 
love of security accompanicp a love of study, and 
that by degrees is adulation which was acquiesc- 
ence. Cruel men have always at their elbow the 
supporters of arbitrary power ; and although the 
cruel are seldom solicitous in what manner they 
may be represented to posterity, yet, if anyone 
among them be rather more so than is customazy, 
some projector will whisper in his ear an advice 
like this. " Oppress, fine, imprison, and torture 
those who (you have reason to suspect) are or may 
ije pliilosophers or rhistorians : so that, if they 
mention you at all, they will mention you with 
indignation and abhorrence. Your object is 
attained : few will implicitly believe them ; 
almost cveiyonewill acknowledge that their faith 
should be suspected, as there are proofs that they | 
wrote in irritation. This is better than if theyj 
bipoke of you slightingly, or cursorily, or evasively. ! 
3y employing a hangman extraordinary, you pur- 1 
oh ISC in perpetuity the title of a clement prince.” 

Marcm. QuinctuB,you make me smile, by bring- 
ing to my recollection that, among the marauders 
of Pindenissus, was a fellow called by the Romans 
Foedirupa, from a certain resemblance no less to 
his name than to his character. He commanded 
in a desert and sandy district, which his father 
and grandfather had enlarged by violence ; for the 
Tamlly were, from time immemorial, robbers and 
i^ssassins. Several schools had once been estab- 
lifihed in those parts, remote from luxury and j 
fcdhction ; and several good and learned men j 
t.iught in them, having fled from Mithridates. j 
J'nedirupa assumed on a suddeji the air and de- 
meanour of a patriot, and hired one Gen tins to 
Compose his rhapsodies on the love of our country, 
With liberty to promise what he pleased. Geniius | 
put two hundred pieces of silver on his mule, rode 
to the schools, exhibited his money, and promised 
tiie same gratuity to every scholar who would arm 
ftnd march forth against the enemy. The teachers 
i'j eathed a free and pure spirit, and, although they 
•/Veil knew the knavery of Gentius, seconded him 
bn his mission. Gentius, as was ordered, wrote 
iLown the names of those who repeated the roost 
fb'equently that of country, and the least so that 
C'f Foedirupa. Even rogues are restless for celo- 
Ikrity. The scholars performed great services 
Ugainst the enemy. On their return they were dis- 
armed; the promises of Foedirupa were disavowed; 
the teachers Avere thrown into prison, accused of 
violating the ancient laws, of perverting the moral 
and religious principles, and finally of abusing the 
simplicity of youth, by illusory and empty pro- 
mises. Gentius drew up against them the bills of 
indictment, and offered to take care of their librar 
rios and cellars while they remained in prison. 
Foedirupa cast them into dungeons ; but, drawing 
a line of distinction much finer than the most 
Buotiie of them had ever done, T will not kill 
‘hem/ said he: will only frighten them to 

death.” He became at last somewhat less cruel. 


and starved them. Only one was aenteneed to 
lose his head. Gentius comforted him upon thO 
scaffold, by reminding him how mneh worse he 
would have frred under MithridateSi who would 
not only have commanded his head to be cut 
but also to be fixed on a pike, and by assuring him 
that, instead of sach wanton barbarity, hehtosdf 
would carry it to the widow and her children^ 
within an hour after their conference. The for* 
mer words moved him little; he hardly heard 
them ; but his heart and his brain throbbed in 
agony at the sound of children, of widow. He 
threw his head back ; tears rolled over his tem- 
ples, and dripped from his grey hair«, " Ah my 
dear friend,” said Gbntius, " have I unwittingly 
touched a tender part 1 Be manful ; dry your ^s; 
the children are yours no longer; why be eon- 
cemed for what you can never 
good old friend,” added he, "how many kind 
letters to me has this ring of yours sealed for- 
merly I ” Then, lifting up the hand, he drew it 
slowly off, overcome by excess of grief. It fell 
into his bosom, and to moderate his grief he was 
forced to run away, looking through the comer of 
j his eye at the executioner. The rogue was stoned 
I to death by those he had noi long be^ 

! fore my arrival in the province; and an^^rrow from 
I an unseen hand did justice on Feedirupa. 
i Quinctus. I have ^een in my life-time several 
1 rogues upon their crosses, although few, if any, so 
I deserving of the punishment as Gentius and his 
colleague. Spectacles of higher interest are nearer 
and more attractive. It would please me greatly 
if cither the decline of evening or the windizigs of 
the coast would allow me a view of Misenus : and 
I envy you, Marcus, the hour or two before sunset, 
which enabled you to contemplate it from the un- 
ruffled sea at your leisure. Has no violence been 
-offered to the retirement of Cornelia 1 Are there 
any traces of her residence left amid our devastar 
tions, as there surely ought to be, so few years after 
her decease 1 

Marcus. On that prrmontoiy her mansion is 
yet standing ; the same which Marius bought after- 
ward, and which our friend Lucullus last inha- 
bited ; and, whether from reverence of her virtues 
and exalted name, or that the Gods preserve it as 
a monument of womanhood, its exterior is un- 
changed. Here she resided many years, and never 
would be induced to revisit Rome after the mur- 
der of her younger son. She cultivated a variety 
of flowers, naturalised exotic plants, and brought 
together trees from vale and mountain ; trees un- 
productive of fruit, but affording htr, in their 
superintendance and management, a tranquil ex- 
pectant pleasure. " There is no amusement,** said 
she, " 80 lasting and varied, so healthy and peace- 
ful as gardening.” We read that the Babylonians 
and Persians were formerly much addicted to simi- 
lar places of recreation. I have scarcely any know- 
led^ in these matters ;* and the first time I went 

* ** Dc hnrtiH quod me admonee, neo fui iinqnam valds 
cupi^us, et nunc domtis suppeditat mibl hortonun amsMMh 
tatem.*’ Ad Q. Fratr. 1. 3. ep 4. 
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tbitber, I asked many questions of the gardener's 
"^boy, a child about nine years did. He thought 
me eren more ignorant than I was, and said, 
among other such remarkat, ** I do not know what 
they ^1 this plant at Rome, or whether they have 
it ikerh ; but it is among th^ commonest here, 
beautiful as it is, md we call it cytisusb'* ** Thank 
you, child!’* said I smiling; ''and,” pointing 
toward two cypresses, "pray what do you call 
those high and gloomy trees at the extremity of 
the avenue, just above the precipice f ‘'iiOthers 
like them,” replied he, " are called cypresses ; 
but these, I know not why, have always been called 
Til^iiusabd Cains.” 

Quinctua. Of all studies the most delightful and 
the most useful is biography. The seeds of great 
events lie near the surface ; historians delve too 
No history was ever true. Lives 
I have read which, if they were not, had the ap- 
pearance, the interest, and the utility of truth. 

Marcus, I haue collected fhets ^about Cornelia, 
worth recording; and I would commemorate 
them the rather, as, while the Creeks have had 
among them no iair women of abilities, we can 
, hardly iqentv''',tyo. 

Quinctvs. Yet durs have advantages which 
theirs haAnot. Did Cornelia die unrepining and 
contented ? ^ 

Marcus. She was firmly convinced to the last 
that an agrarian lav/ would have been just and 
beneficial, and was consoled t)iat her illustrious 
sons had discharged at once the debt of nature 
and of patriotism. Glory is a light that shines 
from us on others, and. not from others on us. 
Assured that future ages would render justice to 
the memory of her children, Comelia*thought they 
had already received the highest approbation, , 
when they had received their own. ^ 

Qmnctm. If anything was wanting, their mo- 
ther gave it. 

Marcus. No stranger of distinction left Italy 
without a visit to her. You would imagine that 
they, and that she partidhlarly, would avoid the 
mention of her sons : it was however the subject 
on which she most delighted to converse, and 
which she never failed to introduce on finding a 
worthy auditor. I have hear<f ffom our father 
and ^from Scsevola, both of whom in their adoles- 
cence had been present on such occasions, that 
she mentioned her children, no longer indeed 
with the calm complacency and full content with 
which she showed them to the lady of Campania 
as her gems and ornaments, but with such an ex- 
ultation of*delight at their glory, as she would the 
heroes of antiquity. So little of what is painful 
in emotion did she exhibit at the recital, those 
who could not comprehend her magnanimity at 
first believed her maddened by her misfortunes ; 
but so many signs of wisdom soon displayed them- 
selves, such staidness and sedateness of demeanour, 
such serene majestic suavity, they felt as if some 
deity were present ; and when wonder and admi- 
ration and awe permitted them to lift up thek eyes 
again toward her, they discovered from her’s that 


the fondest of mothers had been speaking, the 
mother of the Gracchi 

Quinctua. I wish you would write her life. 

Marcus. Titus Pomponius may undertake it; 
and Titus may live to accomplice it. All times 
are quiet times with him ; the antagonist, the 
competitor of none ; the true philosopher I He 
knows the worth of men and the weight of fac- 
tions, and how little they merit the disturbance of 
our repose. Ah Quinctus ! that I never looked 
back until I came upon the very brink of the 
whirlpool ! that, drawing all my glory from my 
lungs, I find all my peace in exhaustion ! Oui 
Atticus never did thus ; ana he therefore may live 
to do what you propose for me, not indeed too late 
in the day, but with broken rest, and with zeal 
(I must acknowledge it) abated. Your remark on 
biography is just ; yet how far below the truth 
is even the best representation of those whose 
minds the Gods have illuminated I How much 
greater would the greatest man appear, if anyone 
about him could perceive those innumerable fila- 
ments of thought, which break as they arise from 
the brain, and the slenderest of which is worth all 
the wisdom of many at whose discretion lies the 
felicity of nations ! This in itself is impossible ; 
but there arc fewer who mark what appears on a 
sudden and disappears again (such is the conver- 
sation of the wise) than there are who calculate 
those stars that are now coming forth above us . 
scarcely one in several millions can apportion, to 
what is exalted in mind, its magnitude, place, and 
distance. We must be contented to be judged by 
that which people can discern and handle : that 
which they can have among them most at leisun* 
is most likely t^ be well examined and duly esti- 
mated. Whence I am led to believe that my 
writings, and those principally which instruct men 
in their rights and duties, will obtain me a sollder 
and more extensive reputation than I could have 
acquired in public life, by busier, harder, and 
more anxious labours. Public men appear ^ me 
to live in that delusion which Socrates, in the 
PhasdOf would persuade us is common to all our 
species. " We live in holes,” says he, " and fancy 
that we are living in the highest parts of the 
earth.” What he says physically I would say 
morally. Judge whether my observation is not at 
least as reasonable as his hypothesis ; and indeed, 
to speak ingenuously wKccher I have not con- 
verted what is physii^ly false and absurd into 
what is morally true and important. 

Quinctua. lime, beyond a question, and im- 
portant as those whom it concerns will let it be. 
They who stand in high stations, wish for higher ; 
but they who have occupied the highest of all, 
often think with regret of some one pleasanter 
they left below. The most wonderfiil thing in 
human nature is the variance of knowledge and 
will, where no passion is the stimulant : whence 
that system of life is often chosen and persevered 
in, which a man is well convinced is neither the 
best for him nor the easiest. Pew can see clearly 
where their happiness lies : and, in those who see 
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it« you will scarcely find anyone who has the 
courage to pursue it. Every action rnust have its 
motive ; but weak motives are sufficient for weak 
minds ; and whenever we see one which ve be- 
lieved to be a stronger^ moved habitually by what 
appears inadequate, wo may be certain that there 
is (to bring a Aietaphor from the forest) more top 
than root. Servius Tullius, a prudent man, dedi- 
cated to Fortune what we call the narrow temple, 
with a statue in proportion, expressing his idea 
that Fortune in the condition of mediocrity is 
more reasonably than in any other the object of 
our vows. He could have given her as magiii- 
ficent a name, and as>magnificent a residence, as 
any she possesses ; and you know she has many 
of both ; but he wished perhaps to try whether 
for once she would be as favourable to wisdom as 
to enterprise*. 1 

Marcuft. If life allows us time for the experi- 
ment, let us also try itf. 

Sleep, which the Epicureans and others have 
represented as the image of death, is, we know, 
the repairer of activity and strength. If they 
spoke reasonably and consistently, they might 
argue from their own principles, or at least take 
the illustration from their own fvney, that death 
like sleep may also restore our powers, and in 
proportion to its universality and absoluteness. 
Pursuers as they are of pleasure, their unsettled 
and restless imagination loves rather to brood 
over an abyss, than to expatiate on places of 
amenity and composure. Just as sleep is the 
renovator of corporeal vigour, so, with their per- 
mission, I would believe death to be of the mind’s; 
that the body, to which it is attached rather from 
habitude than from reason, is Vittic else than a 
disease to our immortal spirit ; and that, like the 
remora, of which mariners tell marvels, it coun- 
teracts, as it were, both oar and sail, in the most 
strenuous advances we can make toward felicity. 
Shall we lament to feel this reptile drop offl Or 
shall we not, on the contrary, leap with alacrity 
on shore, and offer up in gratitude to the Qo^ 
whatever is left about us uncorroded and unshat- 
tered 1 A broken and abject mind, is the thing 
least worthy of their acceptance. 

Quinctus. Brother, you talk as if there we^ a 
plurality of Gk)ds. 

Plutaroh, in bis JPro6lrm«, offwe sewml reasons, each 
diflTerent from tliis. 

f Tiiat Gicuro began to tbinjt a private life preferable to 
a public, and that his philosophical no less than his political 
opinions were unstabile, is shown nowhere so evidently as 
ha the eighth book of his ** Nani omnem nostram 

da republica ouram, cogit^onem, de dioendft in senatu 
iiei;iitonti&, &ic., abjcciinns, et in Epicuri noa, adversarii 
npatci, castra, oonjecimus." Several years before the date 
of'thls ho writes to Attiens, •* Malo in illft tu& sediculft 
qiiaiM babes sub imagine Aristotells sedere, quam to 
iaioruin solid eui^iiiU, tecumque apud to ambulari quam 
oum SO qnooum video esse ambulondum: sed de ista 
ambulatione aors viderit, aut siquis est qui ouret deua.** 
h, Iv. B. ix. 

Domoathenea to hia later days entertained the opinion 
that If there were two roads, the one leading to govem- 
nant, the other to death, a prudent man would choose 
the latter. 


Marcus. I know not and care not how many 
there may be of them. Philosophy points to' 
unity : but while we are here, we sp^ aa those 
do who are around us, and employ in these loat* 
tors the language of our country. Italy is not so 
fertile in hemlock as Greece ; yet a wise man will 
dissemble l^alf hil'wisdom on such a topic ; and 
as you remember, adopting the means of dialqgoe, 
have often delivered my opinions in the voice of 
others, and speak now as custom not ss reison 
leads me. 

Qumdus. Marcus, 1 still observe in you some- 
what of aversion to Epicurus, a few of whose least 
important positions you have controverted in your 
dialogues : and I wish that, even there, you had been 
less irrisory, less of a pleader : that you bad been* in 
dispassionate urbanity, his follow^er. Such was also 
the opinion of two men the most Qr$)iUgite^iMH!m^ 
things, Brutus and Caesar. Keligions may fight 
in the street or over the grave. Philosophy never 
should. We ought to forqgo th^e manners of the 
forum in our disquisitions, which if they continue 
to be agitated as they have been, will be desig- 
nated at last not only by foul epithets drawn from 
tbatunsober tub, but, as violenc^^^s ant to in-^ 
crease in fury until it falls exhaustion, by * 
those derived from war and bloodshed. , 1 should 
not be surprised if they who write and reason on 
our calm domestic duties, on our best and highest 
interests, should hereafter be designated by some 
such terms aspokmicaZ and sarcastic. As horses 
start aside from oljocts they sec imperfectly, so do 
men. Enmities are excited by an indistinct view ; 
they would be allayed by conference. Look at 
any long avenue of trees by which the traveller 
on our principal highways is protected from the 
sun. Those at the beginning are wide apart ; but 
those at the end almost meet. Thus happens it 
frequently in opinions. Men, who were fiir 
asunder, come nearer and nearer in the course of 
life, if they have strength enough to quell, or 
good sense enough to temper and assuage, 
their earlier animositiev* Were it possible for 
you to have spent an hour with Epicurus, you 
would have been delighted ii\ith him ; for his 
nature was like the better part of your’s. Zeno 
set out, from® an opposite direction, yet they 
meet at last and shs^e hands. He who shows 
us how Fear may be reasoned with and pacified, 
how Death may be disarmed of terrors, how 
Pleasure may be united with Innocence and 
with Constancy ; he - who persuades us that Vice 
is painful and vindictive, and that Ambition, 
deemed the most manly of our desires, the most 
childish and illusory; deserves our gratitude. 
ChUdren would fall asleep before they had trifled 
so long as grave men do. If yon must quarrel 
with Epicurus on the principal good, take my 
idea. The happy man is he who distingaishefl 
the boundary between desire and delight, and 
stands firmly on the higher ground; he ifho 
knows that pleasure not only is not possession, 
but IB often to be lost and always to be endan- 
gered by it. In life, as in those prospects which 
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if the snn were above the horison we should see 

* from hence, the objects covered with the softest 
light, and offering the most beautiful forms in the 
distance, are weuisome to attain, and barren. 

In one of your last letters, you told me that 
you had come over into the cmp of your old ad- 
versary. • , 

Marcus, I could not rest with him. As we 
pardon those reluctantly who destroy our femily 
tombs, is it likely or reasonable that he shonld he 
forgiven, who levels to the ground the f|bric to 
which they lead, and to which they are only a 
rude and temporary vestibule 1 

^ainictna. Socrates was heard with more atten- 
tion, Pythagoras had more authority in his life- 
time; but no philosopher hath excited so much 
enthusiasm in those who never frequented, never 
nor,p»r him; and yet his doctrines are 
not such in themselves as would excite it. How 
then can it be '1 otherwise than partly from the 
jnnocence of hi^ life, and partly from the relief 
his followers experienced in abstfaction from un- 
quiet and insatiable desires. Many, it is true, 
have spoken of him with hatred : but among his 
^ haters aje nqne who knew him. Which is remark- 

* able, singular, wtuiderfiil : for hatred seems as 
natural ^ men as hunger is, and excited like 
hunger by the presence of its food ; and the more 
exquisite the food, the Inore excitable is the 
hunger. 

Marcus. I do not remember to have met any- 
where before with the thought yon have just 
expressed. Certain it is however that men in 
general have a propensity to hatred, profitless as 
it is and painful. We say proverbially, after 
Ennius or some other old poet, the descent to 
Avemus is easy: not less easily are we carried 
down to the more pestiferous pool wherointo we 
would drag our superiors and submerge theifi. 
It is the destiny of the obscure to be despised ; 
it is the privilege of the illustrious to be hated. 
Whoever hates me, proves and feels himself to be 
less than I am. If in tfrgument we can make a 
man angry with ys, we have drawn him from his 
vantage-ground and overcome him. For he who, 
in order to altack a little man (and every one calls 
his adversary so) ceases to defenfi the truth, shows 
that truth is less his object than the little man. 

I profess the tenets of the New Academy, because 
it teaches us modesty in the mi<lBt of wisdom, 
and leads through doubt to inquiry. Hence it 
appears to me that it must render us quieter and 
more studious,, without doing v hat Epicurus would 
do ; that B, without singing us to sleep in groves 
and meadows, while our country is calling on us 
loudly to defend her. Nevertheless T have lived 
in the most familiar way with Epicureans, as you 
know, and have loved them affectionately. There 
is no more certain sign of a narrow mind, of stu- 
pidity, and of arrogance, than to stand aloof from 
those who think differently from ourselves. If 
they have weighed the matter in dispute as <jarc- 
fiilly, it is equitable to suppose that they hqye the 
iiame chance as we have of being in the right : if 


they have ftot, we may as reaeonablj bo <mi of 
humour with our footman or ehaiiman. He la moro 
ignorant and more careless of it still. 

I have seen reason to change the greater part 
of my opinions. Let me confbra to you, Qiiinctui^ 
we oftencr say things because we can say them 
well, than because they are sound and reasonable. 
One would imagine that eveiy man in society 
knows the nature of friendship. Similarity in the 
disposition, identity in the objects liked and dis- 
liked, have been stated (and stated by myself) as 
the essence of it : nothing is untruer. Titus Pom- 
ifbnius and I are different in our sentiments, our 
manners, our habits of life? our ideas of men and 
things, our topics of study, our sects of philoso- 
phy ; added to which our country and compa- 
nions have these many years been wide apart; 
yet we are friends, and always were, and, if roan 
can promise anything beyond the morrow, alwaya 
shall be. 

Quinctus. Your * idem 'tfelle afjpie idem nolle* of 
which you now perceive the futility, has never 
been suspected ; not oven by those who have seen 
Marius and ^lla, CeBsar and Pompeius, at va^ 
riance and at war, for no other reason than because 
they sought and shunned the same thing ; shun- 
ning privacy and seeking supremacy. Y oimg men 
quote the sentence daily; those very young men 
perhaps who court the same mistress, and whose 
friendship not only has not been corroborated, but 
has been shattered and tom up by it. Few authors 
have examined any one thing well, scarcely one 
many things. Your Dialogues are wiser, I think, 
than those of the Greeks ; certainly more animated 
and more diversified; but I doubt whether you have 
bestowed so mifth time and labour on any ques- 
tion of general interest to mankind, as on pursu- 
ing a thief like V erres, or scourging a drunkard 
like Piso, or drawing the nets of Vulcan over the 
couch of Clodius. > For which reason I should not 
wonder if your Orations were valued by posterity 
more highly than your Dialogues ; although the 
best oration can only show the clever man, while 
Philosophy shows the great one. 

Marcus. I approve of the Dialogue for the 
reason you have given me just now : the fewness 
of settled truths, and the facility of turning the 
cycle of our thoughts to what aspect we wish, as 
geometers and astronomers the globe. A book 
was lately on the point of p ibboJiLion, I hear, to 
demonstrate the childishness of the Dialogue; 
and the man upon the bench a little way below' the 
Middle Janus, who had already paid the writer 
thirty denars for it, gave it back to him on read- 
ing the word childish. For Menamler or Sopho- 
cles or Euripides had caught his eye, all of whom, 
he heard, wrote in dialogue, as did Homer in the 
belter parts of his two poems : and he doubted 
whether a young man ignorant of these authors^ 
could ever have known that the same method 
had been employed by Plato on all occasions, and 
by Xenophon in much of his jRecollccttone, 
and that the conversations of Socrates would 
have lost their form and force, delivered in any 
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other manner. He might perhaps have set up 
himself against the others; but his modesty 
sroald not let him stand before t|?e world opposed 
to Socrates under the shield of Apollo. Morus, 
the man below the Middle Janus,* is very liberal, 
and left him in possession of the thirty denars, on 
condition that he should write as acrimoniously 
against as eloquent and judicious an author, when- 
ever called upon. 

Quinctiuf. Speaking of Plato in the earlier series 
of your philosophical disquisitions, you more 
highly praised his language than you appear to 
have done lately. ‘ 

JIf arena. There is indeed much to admire in it; 
but even his language has fewer charms for me 
now, than it had in youth. Plato will always be 
an object of admiration and reverence, to men 
who would rather see vast images of uncertain 
objects reflected from illuminated clouds, than 
representations of things in their just proportions, 
measurable, tangible, and convertible to house- 
hold use. Therefore, in speaking on the levity 
of the Greeks, I turned my eyes toward him ; that 
none, whatever commendations I bestowed upon 
his diction, might mistake me in describing the 
qualities of his mind. Politics will gain nothing 
of the pra(^tical from him, philosophy nothing of 
what is applicable to morals, to science, to the 
arts, or the conduct of life. Unswathe his Egyp* 
tlan mummy ; and from the folds of fine linen, 
bestrewn and impregnated with aromatics, you dis- 
close the grave features andgracile bones of agoodly 
and venerable cat. Little then can you wonder if 
I have taken him as one of small authority, when 
I composed my works on OovemmejU, on the 
Social DvJtiea, or on the Nature of the Oods\ 

Quinckia. You have forborne to imitate his style, 
although you cite the words of a Greek enthusiast, 
who says that if Jupiter had spoken in Greek he 
would have spoken in the language of Plato. 

Marcus. Jupiter had no occasion for philoso- 
phy ; we have. 

Quinctua. I prefer your method of conducting 
the dialogue, although I wish you had given us 
a greater variety both of topics and of characters. 

Marcus. If time and health are granted me, 
peihaps I may do somewhat more than I or others 
have accomplished in this department. 

Quinctns. Why do you smile 1 at your confidence 
of succeeding 1 

Marcus. No, indeed; but because all strong 
and generous wine must deposit its crust before it 
gratifies the palate ; and are not all such writings 
in the same predicament 1 

Quinctns. Various pieces of such criticism have 
been brought to me. One writer says of you, 
** He would pretend to an equality in style and 
wisdom with Theophrastus.** Another, " We 
remember his late invectives, which he had the 
aasoranoe to call Philippics, keying himself an- 

e The middle Janue is mentioned by Horace. It has 
anally been ooneideral as a temple, and the remaina of 
It are pointed out ae such ; but in fact it wae only the 
smtral areh of a market-plaoe. 


other Demosthenes ! ** A third, " He knoiri m 
little of the Dialogue, that many of his speakeia 
talk for a quarter of an hour uninterruptedly ; in 
fact, until they can talk nolonger,and have nothing 
more to say upon the subject.** 

Marcus. Rare oWeetion I As if the dialogue of 
statesmen and philosophers, which appertains by 
its nature to dissertation, should resemble the 
dialog^ue of comedians, and Lselius and iScmvoln 
be turned into Davus and Syrus! Although I 
have deprived my ideas of excellence from Greece, 
out of which there is nothing elegant, nothing 
chaste and temperate, nothing not barbarous, 
nevertheless I have a mind of my owm equaUn 
capacity and in order to any there, indebted as I 
acknowledge it to be to Grecian exercises and 
Grecian institutions. Neither my time of life 
nor my rank in it, nor indeed my^g^ipeiMaffd 
disposition, would allow me to twitch the sleeves 
of sophists, and to banter them on the idleness of 
their disputations with trivial anji tiny and petu- 
lant interrogatoiies. I introduce grave men, and 
they talk gravely ; important subjects, and I treat 
tkem worthily. Lighter, if my spirits had the 
elasticity to give them play, I should touch more 
delicately and finely, letting tbsiffl&y off *in more 
fantastic forms and more vapoury partiqles. But 
who indeed can hope to excell in two manners so- 
widely different 1 Who hath ever done it, Greek or 
Roman 1 If wiser men than those who appear at 
present to have spoken against my dialogues, 
should undertake the same business, I would in- 
form them that the most severe way of judging 
these works, with any plea or appearance of fair- 
ness, is, t .0 select the best passages from the best 
writers I may<have introduced, and to place my 
pages in opposition to tlieirs in equal quantities. 
Suppose me introducing Solon or Phocion, JSschines 
of' Demosthenes ; that is, whatever is most wise, 
whatever is most eloquent ; should it appear that 
I have equalled them where so little space is 
allowed me, I have doue greatly m6re than has 
ever been done hitherto. Style I consider as 
nothing if what it covers be unsound : wisdom in 
union with harmony is oracular. On this idea, 
the wiser of ancient days venerated in the same 
person the deity af oracles and of music : and it 
must have been the most malicious and tho most 
ingenious of satirists, who transferred the gift of 
eloquence to the god of thieves. 

Quinctua. I am not certain that you have claimed 
for yourself the fair trial you would have demanded 
for a client. One of the interlocutors may sustain 
a small portion of a thesis. m 

Marcus. In that case, take the whole Conversap 
tion; examine the quality, the quantity, the 
variety, the intensity, of mental power exerted. 
I myself would arm my adversaries, and teach 
them how to fight me ; and I promise yon, the 
first blow I receive from one of them, I will cheer 
him heartily. It will augur well for our countiy. 
At present I can do nothing more liberal than in 
sendi^ thirty other denars to the mortified bond* 

I man of Moms. 
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I performed one action; I have composed 
«OM few things, which posterity* ^ would &in 
belieVe, will not suffer to be quite forgotten. 
Fame^ they tell you, is air : but without air there 
is no life for any : without fame there is none for 
the best And y^ t, who knows whether all our 
labours and vigils may not at last be involved in 
oblivion ! What treasures of leaming^must have 
perished, which existed long before the time of 
Homer 1 For it is utterly out of the nature of 
things, that the first attempt in any art or science 
should be the most perfect Such is the Iliad. I 
look upon it as the sole fragment of a lost world. 
Grieved iq^eed I should be to think, as you have 
heard me say before, that an enemy may possess 
our city five thousand years hence : yet when I 
(jonsider that soldiers of all nations are in the j 
irmies of th^triumvirate, and that all are more 
malouB for her ruin than our citizens are for her 
h^ence, this event is not unlikely the very next, 
rhe worst of barbarism is that which arises, not 
from the absence^of laws, but from their corrup- 
tion. So long as virtue stands merely on the 
same level with vice, nothing is desi)erate, nothing* | 
is irreparable ; few governments in their easy de* 

• crepitude cafe for more. But when rectitude is 
dangerous and depravity secure, then eloquence 
and courtge, the natural pride and safeguard of 
states, become the stroi^est and most active 
instruments in their overthrow. 

Quinctuft. I see the servants have lighted the 
lamps in the house earlier than usual, hoping, I 
suppose, we shall retire to rest in good time, that 
tc-morrow they may prepare the festivities for 
your birth-day. 

Marcus. They are bringing out pf the dining- 
room, I apprehend, the busts our Atticus lately sent 
mo. Let us hasten to prevent it, or they may 
place Hofber and Solon with the others, instep 
of inserting them in the niches opposite my bed, 
where I wish to contemplate them by the first 
light of morning, the first objects opening on my 
eyes. For, without thepne, not only poetry, but 
eloquence too, and every high species of literary 
composition, might have remained until this day, 
in all quarters of the globe, incondite and indi- 
gested : and without the other,^vpn Athens her^ 
self might have explored her way in decrepitude 
and darkness, and never have exhibited to us 
Bomans the prototype of those laws on which our 
glory has arisen, and the loss of which ive are 
destined to lament as our last and greatest. 

Q^mchls, Within how few minutes has the 
night clQSpd in upon us 1 Nothing is left discern- 
ible of the promontories, or the long irregular 
b|;eakei8 under them. We have before us only a 
frint glimmering from the shells in our path, and 
from the blossoms of the arbutus. 

Marcus. The little solitary Circean hill, and 
even the nearer, loftier, and whiter rocks of Anxur, 
are become indistinguishable. We leave our Cato 
and onr Lnenllui^ we leave Cornelia and her chil- 
dren, the scenes of friendship and the recollec- 
tions of greatness^ for Lepidns and Octavllis and 


Antonins ; and who knows whether this birth-day, 
between which and us so few days intervene, may 
not be, as it certainly ^11 be the least pleasurable, 
the last! 

Quinctus, Do not despond, my brother I 

Mareus, I am as far from despondency and 
dqjection as from joy and cheerfulness. Death 
has two aspects : dreary and sorrowful to those of 
prosperous, mild and almost genial to those of 
adverse fortune. Her countenance is old to the 
young, and youthful to the aged : to the former 
her voice is importunate, her gait terrific: the 
latter she approaches like a bedside friend, and 
calls in a whisper that incites to rest. To us, 
my Qiiinctus, advanced as we are on our way, 
weary from its perplexities and dizzy from its pre- 
cipices, she gives a calm welcome ; let her receive 
a cordial one. 

If life is a present which anyone foreknowing 
its contents would have willingly declined, does it 
not follow that anyone would as willingly give it 
up, having well tried what they are 1 I speak of 
the reasonable, the firm, the virtuous ; not of those 
who, like bad governors, are afraid of laying down 
the powers and privileges they have been proved 
I unworthy of holding. Were it certain that the 
longer we live the wiser wo become and the hap- 
I pier, then indeed a long life would be desirable . 
ibut since on the contrary our mental strength 
decays, and our enjoyments of every kind not only 
sink and cease, but diseases and sorrows come in 
place of them, if any wish is rational, it is surely 
the wish that we should go away unshaken by 
I years, undepressed by griefs, and un despoiled of 
our better faculties. Life and death appear more 
certainly ours than whatsoever else: and yet 
hardly can that te called ours, which comes with- 
out our knowledge, and goes without it : or that 
which we can not put aside if we would, and in- 
deed can anticipate but little. There are few who 
j can regulate life to any extent j none who can 
order the things it shall receive or exclude. What 
value then should be placed upon it by the pru- 
dent man, when duty or necessity calls him away 1 
or what reluctance should he feel on passing into 
a state where at least he mu: t be conscious ol 
I fewer checks and inabilities ■ Such, my brother, 
as the brave commander, when fr'^m the secret and 
dark passages of some fortress, wherein implaca- 
ble enemies besieged him, having performed all 
bis duties and exhausb^d all nis munition, he issues 
at a distance into open day. 
i Everything has its use; life to teach us the 
I contempt of death, and death the contempt of life. 
Glory, which among all things between stands 
eminently the principal, although it has been con- 
sidered by some philosophers as mere vanity and 
deception, moves those great intellects whiclr 
nothing else could have stirred, and places then 
where they can best and most advantageously 
serve the commonwealth. Glory can be safely 
despised by those only who have fairly won it : a 
low, ignorant, or vicious man should dispute an 
other topics. The philosopher who contemns it, 
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has aveiy rogae in his a«ot» and xnsy reok<»ii that 
it will outlive all others. Occasion may have bemi 
wanting to some ; I grant it : they may have re- 
mained their whole lifetime like dials in the shade, 
always fit for use and always useless : but this 
must occur either in monarchal govommenta, or 
where persons occupy the first station who ought 
luurdly to have been admitted to the second^, 
and whom jealousy has guided more frequently 
than justice. 

It is true there is much inequality, much incon- 
sideratenesB, in the distribution of fame ; and the 
principles according to which honour ought to be 
conferred, are not only violated, but often inverted. 
Whoever wishes to be thought great among men, 
must do them some great mischief; and the 
longer he continues in doing things of this sort, 
the more he will be admired. The features of 
Fortune are so like those of Genius as to be mis- 
taken by almost all the world. We whose names 
and works are honourable to our country, and 
destined to survive her, are less esteemed than I 
those who have accelerated her decay : yet even j 
here the sense of injury rises from and is accom- j 
panied by a sense of merit, the tone of which is ! 
deeper and predominant. 

When we have spoken of life, death, and glory, 
we have spoken of all important things, except 
friendship : for eloquence and philosophy, and 
other inferior attainments, are either means con- 
duclble to life and glory, or antidotes against the 
bitterness of death. We can not conquer fate and 
necessity, yet we can yield to them in such a man- 
ner as to be greater than if we could. I have | 
observed your impatience : you were about to j 
ai>peal in behalf of virtue. But^ virtue is presup- 1 
posed in friendship, as I have mentioned in my j 
Lcdim; nor have I ever separated it from philo- 
sophy or from glory. I discussed the subject most 
at large and most methodically in my treatise on 
our Dviies, and I find no reason to alter my defi- 
nition or deductions. On friendship, in the pre- 
sent condition of our afiairs, I would say but little. 
Could I begin my existence again, and what is 
equally impossible, could I see before me all I 
have seen, I would choose few acquaintances, fewer 
friendships, no familiarities. This rubbish, for 
such it generally is, collecting at the base of an 
* elevated mind, lessens its height and impairs its 
character. What requires to be sustained, if it is 
greater, falls ; if it is smaller, is lost to view by the 
intervention of its supporters. 

In literature great men suffer more from their 

V TheHO are WeaB of a man deceived and betrayed 
by almost everyone be trwsted. But if Gioem bad oon- 
iiidered that there never was an elevated soul or warm 
heart which has not been ungenerously and unjustly dealt 
with, and that ingratitude has usually been in proportion 
to desert, his vamlty if not his philoaophy would have 
buoyed up and supported him. He himself is redundant 
in such instances. To Pompeius aside, us a man un- 


liitle friends than from their potent ^semlei^ It 
is not by our sAverssries that our early sheiMi el 
glory sie nipped and broken eH^ oroor later peetfr 
lentially blighted ; it is by those who lie at onr 
fret, and look up to ns with a solieitoiiB and fixed 
regard, until our shadow grows thioker and makes 
them colder. TLen they begin to praise vm ai 
worthy meh indeed and good dtiaens, but rather 
vain, and what (to speak the truth) in others thffp 
should call presumptuous. They entertain no 
doubt of our merit in literature ; yet justice fioroea 
them >j} declare that several have risen up latdj 
who promise to surpass us. Should it be asked ii 
them who these are, they look modept, and^tell 
you softly and submissively, it would ill beooma 
them to repeat the eulogies of their acquaintance^ 
and that no man pronounces his own name so 
distinctly as another’s. I had some^ing of oratory • 
once about me, and was borne on high by the 
spirit of the better Greeks. Thus they thought of 
me ; and they thought of me, Quinctus, no more 
than thus. They had reached the straits, and saw 
before them the boundary, the impassable Atlantic, 
of the intellectual world. But now I am a bad 
citizen and a worse writer: I want the exercise and 
effusion of my own breath to warm* me I must ' 
be chafed by an adversaiy : 1 must be supported 
by a crowd : i require the forum, the rostra, the 
senate : in my individvality I am nothing. 

Quinctus. I remember the time when, instead 
of smiling, you would have been offended and 
angry at such levity and impudence. 

Marcus. The misfortunes of our country cover 
ours, and I am imperceptible to myself in the dark 
gulf that is absorbing hiir. Should 1 be angry ! 
Anger, alway|( irrational, is most so here. These 
men sec those above them as they see the stara : 
one is almost as large as another, almost as bright; 
sfuall distance between them. They can not quite 
touch us with the forefinger ; but they can almost. 
And what matters it ! they can utter as many 
things against us, and as fiercely, as Polyphemus 
did against the heavens.. Since my dialogues are 
certainly the last things I shall compose, and since 
we, my brother, shall perhaps, for the little time 
that is remaining of our lives, be soon divided, we 
may talk abon^ tfjese matters as among the wisest 

{ popularity and eHtimation : Philolosus*, whom he had fed 
and instructed, pointed out to his pursuers the secret path 
he had taken to avoid them : and Popilius, their leader, 
had by bis eloquence been saved from the puniahmeat of 
one parricide that he might commit another. 

I It were well if Cicero had been so sincere in his fHend- 
ship as perhaps he thought be was. Tije worst action of 
his life may to related in his own words. " (|kalis future 
sit CKsaris Y ituperatio centra Laudationem meem perspexi 
cx CO libro quern Hirtius ad me misit, In quo oolligit 
Catonie, sed cum mazimis laudibus meis: itaque tnm 
librum ad Muscam, ut tuis librariis daret, volo enim eum 
divulgari.*' Ad Attic, xli. 40. An honest man would be 
little gratifled by the divulgation of his praises aneotn- 
panied by calumnies on his friend, or even by theexposure 
of his faults and weaknesses. 


grateful to all, he had spared Julius Caesar in his consulate 
when he was implicated in the conspiracy of Catiline. 
Cloditts, Lepidns, and Antnnlus, had been admitted to his 
frieudship and ounfldenoe: Octavius owed to him his 


* his nanie is written by Plutqroh, who calls him 
K*i9T»u. We may doubt whether it should, not 
be Philggonus, for a freed man of Quinctus with thatnamt 
is mentioned in the Epistles (ad Q. F. 1. 
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:mA mmA Ittimiting : and the rather if thera is 
adj^fthing in them di^laTxng the character ef our 
oanallT the phaaia of our tbnea, 

Aqallina CimWi who Uvea somewhere tmder 
the Alpa^ was patroniaed hj Oaina Cadsar for his 
amidiiit^, and hy Antonins for his admirable 
talent in telling a story and sittixg up late. He 
bears on his shoulders the whole ta^et of his 
nation, reconciling its incongruities. Apparently 
very frank, but intrinsically very insincere; a 
warm friend while drinking ; cold, rapid, limber, 
on the morrow, as the festal coronet he had Vom 
the night before. 

Qtg7ictus.«Such a person, 1 can well suppose, 
may nevertheless have acquired the friendship of 
Antonius. 

Marcut, His popularity in those parts rendered 
»him alee an obj^ect of attention to Octavius, who 
told me he was prodigiously charmed with his 
stories of departed spirits, which Aquilius firmly 
believes are not altogether departed from his 
country. He hath* several old books relating to 
the histoiy, true and fabulous, of the earlier Cim- 
bri. Such is the impression they made upon him 
in his youth, he soon composed others on the some 
Inodel, ,an!l beiter (I have heard) than the origi- 
nals. jflis ^pinion is now much regarded in his 
province on matters of literature in general; 
although you would as soowthink of sending for 
a smith to select an ostrich feather at the milli- 
ner’s. He neglects no means of money-getting, 
and has entered into an association for this pur- 
pose with the booksellers of the principal Transpa* 
dane cities. On the first appearance of my dia- 
logues, he, not having read* them, nor having heard 
of their tendency, praised them ; moderately in- 
deed and reservedly; but finding the people in 
power ready to persecute and oppress me, he sent 
his excuse to Antonius, that he was drunk whei9| 
he did it ; and to Octavius, that the fiercest of 
ihe Lemures held him by the throat until he had 
written what his heart revolted at. And he ordered 
his friends and relatives tP excuse him by one or 
other of these apologies, according to the temper 
and credulity of the person they addressed. 

Quinctm, I never heard the story of Aquilius, 
no less amusing than the well-kn^wiri one of him, 
that he went several miles out of his road to visit 
the tomb of the Scipios, only to lift up his tunic 
against it in contempt He boasted of the feat and 
cf the motive. 

Mwreas. Until the worthies of our times shone 
forth, he venerated no Homan since the exiled 
kings, in which his favourite is the son of the last : 
and there are certain men in high authority who 
assure him they know how to appreciate and com- 
pensate so heroic and sublime an affection. The 
Catos and Brutusses are wretches with him, and 
partieularly since Cato pardoned him for having 
hired a fellow (as was proved) to turn some swine 
into his turnip-field at Tusculum. Looking at 
khn or hearing of him, unless from those who know 
hk real character, you .would imagine him gene- 
ridlf-denendent. selfdovoted : hut this uptight 


and staunch thiatle bean a yielding and palpdblc 
down for adulation. 

Qtttnefut. Better ihai than malice. Whatever he 
may think or say of you, I hope he never speaks ma- 
liciously of those whose livelihood, like his own, 
depends upon their writings; the studious, the 
enthusiastic, the uuhardeued in politics, the un- 
crossed in literature. 

Marcus. I wish 1 could confirm or encourage 
you in your hopes : report^ as it reaches me, by no 
means favours them. 

Quinctus. This hurts me; for Aquilius, although 
the»Grac6B in none of their attributions are benig- 
nant to him, is a man of indui|t;ry and genius. 

Marcus. Alas, Quinctus ! to pass Aquilius by, 
as not concerned in the reflection, the noblest 
elevations of the human mind have in appertain- 
ance their sands and swamps; hardness at top» 
putridity at bottom. Friends themselves, and not 
only the little ones you have spoken qf, not only 
the thoughtless and iiyudicious, hut graver 
and more constant, will occasionally gratiQr a 
superficial feeling, which soon grows deeper, by 
irritating an orator or writer. You »*ememher the 
apologue of Critohulust 

Quinctus. No, I do not. 

Marcus. It was sent to me by Po aponius Attl* 
CUB soon after my marriage : 1 mut t surely have 
shown it to you. 

Quinctus. Not you indeed ; and I should won- 
der that so valuable a present, so rare an aocession 
to Borne as a new Greek volume, could have come 
into your hands, and not out of them into mine, 
if you had not mentioned that it was about the 
time of your nuptials. Let me hear the story. 

Marcus. ** I w|b wandering,” says Critobulus, 
** in the midst of a forest, and came suddenly to a 
small round fountain or pool, with several white 
flowers (I remember) and broad leaves in the 
centre of it> hut clear of them at the sides, and of 
a water the most pellucid. Suddenly a veiy hean- 
tiful figure came from behind me, and stood 
between me and the fountain. I was amazed. 1 
could not distinguish the sex. the form being 
youthful and the face toward the water, on which 
it was gazing and bending over reflection, like 
another Hylaa or Narcissus, it then stooped and 
adorned itself with a few of the simplest flowers, 
and seemed the fonder and tenderer of those which 
had home the impression of its graceful feet : and 
having done so, it turn A round and looked upon 
me with an air of indifierence and unconcei'n. 
The longer I fixed my eyes on her, for I now dis- 
covered it was a female, the more ardent I became 
and the more embarrassed. She perceived it, and 
smiled. Her eyes were large and serene ; not veiy 
thoughtful, as if perplexed, nor very playful, as if 
easily to be won ; and her countenance was tinged 
with so delightfiil a colour, that it appeared an 
effluence from an irradiated cloud passing over 
it in the heavens. She gave me the idea, from 
her graceful attitude, that, although adapted to 
the perfection of activity, she felt rather an indb 
nation for repose. I would have taken her hand : 
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' You shall presently/ said she; and never fell on 
mortal a diviner glance than on me. I told her 
so. She replied, ' You speak well.’ I then fimcied 
she was simple, and weak, and fond o^ flattery, 
and began to flattt;r her. She turned her face 
away from me, and answered nothing. 1 declared 
my excessive love : she went some paces olf. I 
swore it was impossible for one who had ever seen 
her to live without her : she went several paces 
f irtlier. ‘ By the immortal gods ! ’ I cried, * you 
shall not leave me.’ She turned round and looked 
hoiiignly; but shoQk her head. *You are an- 
other's then ! Say it 1 say it I utter the word <once 
from your lips . . a])4 let me die.' She smiled, more 
melancholy than before, and replied, ‘ 0 Critobu- 
lus ! I am indeed another’s; I am aOodV The 
air of the interior heavens seemed to pierce me 
as she spoke ; and I trembled as impassioned men 
may tremble once. After a pause, ' I might have 
thought, it 1 ’ cried I : ' why then come before me 
and torment me ’ She began to play and trifle 
with me, as became her age (I fancied) rather than 
her engagement, and she placed my hand upon the 
flowers in her lap without a blush. The whole 
fountain would not at that moment have assuaged 
iny thirst. The sound of the breezes and of the 
birds around us, even the sound of her own voice, 
were all confounded in my ear, as colours are in 
the fulness and intensity of light. She said 
many pleasing things to me, to the earlier and 
greater part of which I was insensible ; hut in the 
midst of those which 1 could hear and was listening 
to attentively, she began to pluck out the grey 
hairs from my head, and to tell me that the others 
too were of a hue not veiy agreeable. My heart 
sank within me. Presently l-here was hardly a 
limb or feature without its imperfection. ' 0 ! ’ 
cried I in despair, 'you have been used to the 
Gods : you must think so : hut among men 1 do not< 
believe 1 am considered as ill-made or unseemly.’ 
She paid little attention to my words or my vex- 
ation ; and when she had gone on with my defects 
for some time longer, in the same calm tone and 
with the same sweet countenance, she began to 
declare that she had much affection for me, and 
was desirous of inspiring it in return 1 I was about 
to answer her with rapture, when on a sudden, in 
her girlish humour she stuck a tbom, wherewith 
she had been playing, into that part of the body 
which supports us when we sit. I know not whe- 
ther it went deeper than she intended, but catching 
at it, I leaped up in shame and anger, and at the 
some moment felt something upon my shoulder. 
It was an armlet inscribed with letters of bossy 
adamant, ' Jove to his daughter Truth.’ 

"She stood again before me at a distance 
and said gracefully, ' Critobulus ! 1 am too young 
and simple for you ; hut you will love me still, 
and not he made unhappy by it in the end. Fare- 
well.”* 

Quirbctus, Why did you not insert this allegory 
In some part of your works, as you have often many 
pages from the Greek 1 

Marevi, I might have done it, but I know not 


whether the state of our literature is longer fit 

for its reception. 

Quinctus. Confess, if it is not, that the fkult 
is in some sort yours, who might have directed 
the higher minds, and have carried the lowor with 
them. 

Marcus. I ifgard with satisfaction tne efforts 
I have made to serve my country : but the same 
eloquence, the merit of which not even the most 
barbarous of my adversaries can detract from me, 
would have enabled me to elucidate large fields of 
philosophy, hitherto untrodden by our country* 
men, and in which the Greeks have wandered 
widely or worked unprofltably. « 

Qurnctus. Excuse my interruption. I heanl a 
few days ago a pleasant thing reported of Asihius 
Pollio : he said at supper, your language is that 
of an Allobrox. ^ 

Marcus. After supper, 1 should rather think, 
and with Antonins. Asinius, urged by the strength 
of instinct, picks from amid the fi^sbest herbage 
the dead di^ stalk, and doses and dreams about 
it where he can not find it. Acquired, it is true, 
I have a certain portion of my knowledge, and 
consequently of my language, from the Alio* 
broges : 1 can not well point out the' place : thh 
walls of Romulus, the habitations of j^anus and of 
Saturn, and the temple of Oapitoline Jove, which 
the confessions I exUdrted from their ambassadors 
gave me in my consulate the means of saving, 
stand at too great a distance from this terrace. 

QuiTvctas. Certainly you have much to look hack 
upon, of what is most proper and efl^cacious to 
console you. Consciousness of desert protects the 
mind against obloquy* exalts it above calamity, 
and scatters into utter invisibility the shadowy 
fears of death. Nevertheless, 0 Marcus ! to leave 
behind us our children, if indeed it will be per- 
mitted them to stay behind, is painful. 

Marcus. Among the contingencies of life, it is 
that for whicli we ought to he the best prepared, 
as the most regular and ordinary in the course of 
nature. In dying, ai^d leaving our friends, and 
saying, " I shall see you no more," which is thought 
by the generous man the painfiillest thing in the 
change he undergoes, we speak as if we shall con- 
tinue to feehtb^ same desire and want of seeing 
them. An inconsistency so common as never to 
have been noticed : and my remark, which you 
would think too trivial, startles by its novelty 
before it conciliates by its truth. We bequeathe 
to our children a field illuminated by our glory 
and enriched by our example * a noble patrimony, 
and beyond the jurisdiction of praetor tv proscriher. 
Nor indeed is our fall itself without its fruit to 
them ; for violence is the cause why that is Often 
called a calamity which is not, and repairs in some 
measure its iiyuries by exciting to commiseration 
and tenderness. The pleasure a man receives 
from his children resembles that which, with more 
propriety than any other, we may attribute to the 
Divinity : for to suppose that his chief satlsflus* 
tion and delight should •arise from the oontem- 
platton of what he has done or can do, is to place 
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Idm on 0 IotoI with a runner or*a wrestler. The When I hear anyone call upon another to be 
formation of a world, or of a thou^d worlds, is manly and to restrain his tears, if they flow from 
•a eai^ to him as the formation of ah atom. Virtue the social and the kind affections I doubt the 
and inteliect are equally his production ; yet he humanity and distrust the wisdom of the coun 
subjects them in no slight degree to our Tolition. seller. Were he humane, ho would be more in* 
His benerolence is gratified at seeing us conquer dined to pityand to sympathisethan to lecture and 
Qfur wills and rise superior to our iifomities ; and reprove ; and were he wise, he would consider that 
at tracing day alter day a nearer resemblance in tears are given us by nature as a remedy to afiiic- 
our moral features to hia We can derive no plea- tion, although, like other remedies, they should 
sure but from exertion : he can derive none from come to our relief in private. Philosophy, we 
it : since exertion, as we understand the word, is may be told, would prevent the tears by turning 
inoompatlble with omnipotence. * away the sources of them, and by raising up a 

Proceed, my brother 1 for in every rampart against pain and sorrow. I am of opinion 
depression ofonind, in every excitement of feeling, that Philosophy, quite pure an^ totally abstracted 
my^spiiits are equalised by your discourse ; and from our appetites and passions, instead of serving 
that which you said with too much brevity of our us the better, would do us little or no good at all. 
children, soothes me greatly. We may receive so much light as not to see, and 

•' Maarout. I am perspaded of the truth in what I so much philosophy as to be worse than foolish, 
have spoken : and yet . . ah, Quinctus ! there is a I have never had leisure to write all I could have 
tear that Philosophy can not dry, and a pang that written on the subjects I began to meditate and 
.will rise as we approach the Gods. discuss too late. And where, 0 Quinctus ! where 

Two things tend beyond all others, after pMlo> are those men gone, whose approbation would 
sophy, to ii&ibit and check our ruder passions as have stimulated and cheered me in the course of 
they grow and swell in us, and to keep our gentler them 1 Little is entirely my own in the Tmctilan 
in their proper play : and these two things are, l>ispittationa ; for I went rather in search of what 
foasonable^sorrow and inoffensive pleasure, each is useful than of what is specious, and sat down 
moderately indulged. Nay, there is also a plea- oftener to consult the wise than to argue with the 
sure, humbfe, it is true, but graceful and insinu- ingenious. In order to determine what is fairly 
athig, which follows close upon our very sorrows, due to me, you will see, which you may easily, 
reconciles us to them gradually, and sometimes how large is the proportion of the impracticable, 
renders us at last uudesirous altogether of aban- the visionary, the baseless, in the philosophers 
doning them. If ever you have remembered the who have gone before me ; and how much of appli- 
anniversary of some day whereon a dear friend cation and judgment, to say nothing of temper 
was lost to you, tell me whether that anniversary and patience, was requisite in making the sclcc- 
was not purer and even* calmer than the day! tion. Aristoteles is the only one of the philoso- 
before. The sorrow, if there sliould be any left, j phers I am intimate with (except you extort from 
is soon absorbed, and full satisfaction takes place j me to concede you Epicurus) who never is a 
of it, while you perform a pious oflice to Friend- j dreamer or a trifler, and almost the only one 
ship, required and appointed by the ordinances# whoso language, varying with its theme, is yet 
of Nature. When my Tulliola was tom away from , always grave and concise, authoritative and 
me, a thousand plans were in rcadmess for immor- stately, neither running into wild dithyrambics, 
talising her memory, and raising a monument up I nor stagnating in vapid luxuriance. I have not 
to the magnitude of my^ief. The grief itself hesitated, on many occasions, to borrow largely 
has done it : the tears I then shed over her from one who, in so many provinces, hath so 
assuaged it in me, and did everything that could much to lend. The whole of what I colhxjted, 
be done for her, or hoped, or wished. I called and the whole of what I laid oi f from my own, 
upon Tulliola : l^me and the wl^lq world heard is applicable to the purposes of our political, civil, 
me. Her glory was a part of mine and mine of and domestic state. And my el^'quence, what 
heiB ; and when Eternity had received her at my ever (with Pollio’s leave) it may be, would at Icrtst 
hands, I wept no longer. The tenderness where- 1 have sufficed me to elucidate and explore those 
with I mentioned and now mention her, though it ulterior tracts, which the JUreeks have coasted 
suspends my voice, brings what consoles and com- negligently and left unsettled. Although I think 
forts me : it is the milk and honey left at the sepul- I have done somewhat more than they, I am often 
ohre, and squally sweet (1 hope) to the departed, dissatisfied with the scantiness of my store and 
The Gods, who have given us our affections, * the limits of my excursions. Bveiy question has 
penult us surely the uses and the signs of them, given me the subject of a new one, which has 
Immoderate grief, like everything else immode- always been better treated than the preceding; 
TtkiAf is useless and pernicious ; but if we did not and, like Archimedes, whose tomb appears now 
tolmie and endure lit, if we did not prepare for ^ before me os when I first discovered it at Syra- 
meet it, commune with it, if we did not even cuse, I could almost odt of my enemy time to 
Perish it in its season, much of what is best in ' solve my problem. 

<mr foculties, much of our tenderness, much of our j Quinctus I Quinctus ! let us exult with joy : 
fenerosity, much of our patriotism, much also of ! there is no enemy to be appeased or avoided. 

•ur genius^ would be stified and extinguished* are moving forward, and without exertion, thither 
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wbefc we «hall know all we wish to know, and 
kow greatly more than, whether in Tnsenlnm or 
in Fonnise, in Romo or in Athena, we could ener 
hope to learn ! 

liBPLECTlONS ON THE CONVERSATION OP 
THE OlCEROa 

jSonte of the opfuione here attributed to Oloero, and par* 
ticularly those on the agrarian law, are at variance with 
whiit he has expressed, not only in his OraNoni, but also 
in his three books De OffidUy whioh he appears to have 
written under a veheinent fear that either this or some- 
thing similar would deprive him of his poasessiona 
Hvnoe he speaks of the Gracchi with an asperity which 
no historian has countenanced, and of Agla, the' most 
virtuous king on record, without a word of oommendation 
or pity. When, however, he perceived that in the midst 
of dangers his property was untouched, it must have 
occurred to so sugiudous a rcasoner, that if an agrarian 
law had been enacted, the first triumvirate could never 
have existed, and that he himself had remained, as he 
ouglit to have been, the leader of the commonwealth. It 
is to lamented that he siiould have mentioned Crassus 
as a man he did not hate. Dion Cassius, in his twenty- 
ninth book, says he wrote some tremendous things 
against liim, and a good many of them : r«XX«T« xatH 
iuDot: giving the manuscript sealed up into the hands of 
his son, and ordering that it should be published after his 
deatli. Such a politician ought to have foreseen that the 
injunothm was unlikely to he carried into cfiTect. As there 
wjis no danger impending over the life (»f Cicero while 
<.h‘assus held a i)lace in the triumvirate, !l may he sus- 
pected that the sealed pai>er related to another of its 
tnembors ; for it would bo impossibh* to add anything wome 
to what he already had published against Crassus. For 
Instance, ** Q,ui videt d<»mi tuie pariter accusatttrum iitque 
judieum consocis^tos greges ; qul nocentes et pecuniosoB 
reos eiKlum te auotore oorruptelain judtoii moUentes ; qui 
tuaa merccdum pactiones in patrociniis, intercessitmes 
peonnianim in coitionibus candidatorum, dimissiones 
libertorum ad fcsnenindas diripiendasque provincius ; qui 
expulsioncH vioinorum ; qui latrocinia in agris ; qui cum 
serviH. cum libertis, cum clientibns societstes; qui pos- 
sessiones vacuas ; qui proscriptlones locupletum ; qul 
rwdos munioipiorum ; qui illam Sullanl temporis messem 
reoordotur ; qui teBtamont.'i subjeota, qul sublatos tot, 
homines, qui deuique omnia venalia, deleotum, decretum, 
alienam. suum, sententiam, forum, domum, vooem, sUen- 
tium." Parad. FJ. 

The description of such a government Is sufficient to 
recommend its abolition, lie illustrates it further. 
** Desituni eat videri quidquam in socios iniquum, cum 
extitisset etiam in elves tonta orudolitas . . Multa prse- 
terca commeinorarem nefurla In socios, si hoc uno solo 
quidquam vidisset indignius . . Optimatlbus tuis nihil 
confido. St'd video nullam esse rempublicam, nullum 
senutnm, nulla judioia, nullam in ullo nostrum digni- 
tatem . . . Jure igitur plectimur: nisi enim multorum 
Impunita scelera tulessimus, Ac. . . . Non Igitur utllis 
ilia L. Philippi Q. fllii sententia, quad oivitatos L. Sulla 
ptcuniA arceptd ox SC.Hiberavisset, ut hw rursus vectl- 
gales esHcnt, noquo his pecuniam quam pro libertato de- 
disfKmt redderomus : turpe Imperio I piratanim enim 
inelior fidcs quam senatOs.” It follows then, k fortiori, 
that if pirates should be destroyed, the senate should. 

Oicerr> never entertained long together the same opinion 
of PompeluB. A little before the death of Oludfiis he 
writesthus : “ Pompeius nostri amoresy quod mibi sunimo 
dolor! cst, ipso se afflixit." Boon after thus : “ Pompeius a 
me valde oontendlt do reditu in gratiam ; sod adhuc nihil 
profeoit, nec, si ullam psrtom libertatls tenobo, proficiet.” 
He speaks of him to Atticus as follows : •» Non mihi satis 
idcnel sunt auctorcs ii qui a te proban tur : quod enim un- 
quam In republic^ forte factum extitit ? aut quis ab Us 
nllam rem laude dignam desidorat ? nec niehercule lau- 
dandos exlstimo qui trims mare belli purnndicausA pro- 
(ectl sunt . . . Quis autem est tantA qiildem de re quin 


I mtA seenm Ipse filspatett Bfmirt d dfoweenploeii^ 
I tentiam tuam si manet, ut flitniofr stm, si mutate 
ut tibi assehtiitf.** The ebaraotsrand deeignsof Eoa^Uf 
and his Ugitimatet are developed thus : ** Mirandittii la 
modum CnelUB noster Sullanl regul stuiiUtudlnem ocaeii- 
pivft. Oonslliom est eafrociam wbem et Itallam i 
Aainde agros vastare. urere. JPiromlUo tlU, el valebtt, 
tegulam Ulum li«, Italia nullam ralicturum. Meoe Igitur 
Boclo ? oofitra mehercule mourn Judicium, et oontra om- 
nium antfquorum auctoritatem . . . Quss mliue ttmniel- 
pils ! quA nomlnathn viris bonlel qnm deuique mmulblie 
qui remaneissent ! qnkm erebrb lUud, Butta jpetuff , qgo 
non potero'* 

Tjtie conduct of the Gracchi was approved by the wisest 
and most honest of their oontemporarioa Lmlhie, the 
IHend of Beipio, desisted from his support of Tiberiue 
only when, as Plutarch says, he was oo.npeiledr.hy the 
apprehension of greater evil. But surely a man so pro* 
dent as iiwlius must have foreseen all the oonsequenciil* 
and have known the good or the evil of them, and would 
not have desisted when, the matter having be«n agitated 
and the measure agreed on, eveey danger was fiver froiB 
taking it, and the only one that could arise was from Its 
rejection, after the hopes and expectations of the paopia 
had been stimulated and excited. Hence we may bt 
induced to believe that Boipio, in compliance with the 
wishes of the senate, persuaded his friend to desist from 
the undertiiklng. Cicero, In mentioning it, expresses hfta- 
self in these words : “ Duo sapientfssimos et clarisaiinoa 
fratres, Publium Crassum et Publium Bowvolam, aiunt 
Tibeiio Graccliu aucloreg legum fuisse, altecam quident, 
ut videmus, i>alum, altcrum, ut suspienmur, obscurtoa" 
Jcrtd. Qutesf. iv. Mutiamis Criissus (brotljier of Publius) 
and Appiiis Claudius were also his supporters. It tg 
beyond a doubt that '^iberiiis Gracchus was both politic 
and equitable in his plan of dividing among the poorer 
citisens, whose debts had been incurred by services 
rendered to their country, the lands retained by the rich 
in violation of the Licinian law. He was called unjust 
toward the inhabitants of Latium and the aUles, In pitr- 
posing to deprive them of that whioh the Romans had 
given them, but instead of ’vhich, to iudemnify tbemselvm 
for the grant, they hud imposed a tribute. Graochua 
wished to alley the Irritation of the people, knd to render 
them Inoffensive to the state, by giving them useful occu- 
pations in the cares and concerns of property. The Latins 
and allies would have been indemuifled: for the tax 
impi>Bed on them would have been removed, and the free- 
dom of the city granted to them. The senate would per- 
haps have been somewhat less hostile to Tiberius Gracchni^ 
had he not also proposed that the money left by Attains to 
the Homan people sboul^ go to its destination. They 
were stimulated, if not by interest, by power, to invoke 
the assistance of Scipio against the popular party ; and he 
was conducted home by them the day before hfs death ; 
whioh appears rather to have been hastened by the fears 
and Jealousy oj tim senate than by the revenge of the 
opposition, none of whom at that time oould have had 
access to him, his house being filled and surrounded by 
their adversitrich. The senate had reasons, suddenly but 
not vainly conceivetl, for susplci<in of Scipio. They 
dreaded tbo dictatorial power to foe conferred on him, ia 
order that he might settle the commonwealtli ; they Wenr 
dissatisfied at the doubts ho entertained of guilt In Grao- 
chus, of whom he declared his opinion that he was Justly 
slain if he had attoinpted to possess the su{»)’eme power! 
which expression proves that he doubted or rather that 
hedisbeliovod it, ami iv eqiiivaiciit to the declarstion thUg 
he did not deserve death for any other of bis aotious Or 
intentions. They clearly aaw that a n>an of hie equity 
and firmness would not leave unpunished thoee of th«<tr 
order who hud instigated PopHius Lsnas, Op>mtue, eild 
Metellus, to their cruelties against the partlsaile of 
Orarx'hus. Opinhus alone had put t<» death by a/veHefal 
process no fewer than three thousand Roman citioenA 
whose only crime was that of deniundiiig what had been 
loft them by Attalu.v. and prmtiiHed*theni by tbo ruteraef 
the skite. 
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, A Mtlrlat, often a philosopher, usd sometlmee a 

faa^Hska 

** 4aia tnlorit Gracohos de seditione ^Wrenlea ? *' 

The Mtewer i«: any dispaseiuoate maa* Fur tJicre ia so 
•edition In olaiming a due : there is none in resisting the 
xohbevyof earnings; but there is incooaplring to murder, 
or to drive from house and home such oppoaenta. The 
irorst of all seditions is the seditio iede^tiwn. 

The aewly.found treatise of Cioero, De Re Pyklicd, sup- 
piles us with a few more sentences of illustration and 
snl^eets of remarlu It is amusing to see with what 
•agifnem a sentenoe that leans toward kingship is selaed 
hy the editor. He exclaims, ** JfotabUe CUceronis dictum 
de monarohiw prsestantiA ! guam in tenientiam piegt'gue 
MU voteras eeu rsoenMore# politid pedibut eunt,** The sen* 
tuioe. is» ** Nam ipsum regale genus civitaiis non modo non 
•itteirehendendum, sed baud soioan reliquis simplicibus 
longe anteponendum, si uUum probarem simplex reipub* 
Uott genus : sed ita quoad statum suum retinet ; is cst 
autem status, ut unius perpetud potcstato et Justitid, 
omnique sapientid, regatur sa’as et wquabilitas et otium 
«<elvium.*’'* Certainly, if a king were perfectly just and 
perfectly wise, his government would be preferable to any 
other ; hnt it is childish to speculate on such an occur- : 
renoe, with the experience of ages before us. leading us to j 
•0 dififierent a oonclusi^. Bcipio speaks of a republic with 
a king presiding over it ; the editor talkd of monarchpt 
as we understand the word. Soipio adds, “ Desuut oninino 
Oi popuU multa qul sub rego est, in primia libertas, qua 
non in eo ett ut Jutlo utamur domino* »ed ut uullo** Can ! 
gnything b§ more temperate and rational than these j 
expressions ? The first of which designate only the utility j 
of the^rm, that conditionally ; and the last give an 
excellent reason why even the form itself should not be 
admitted, proving the utility the form to be Incom- 
parably less than what must be given up for it. In going 
on. he praises L. Brutus, **'Vir ingenio et virtute prae- 1 
atans, &c. primusque in hao civitatedocuit in oonscrvandd 
tivhnn libertate esse privatum neminem which the 
editor calls immanem itijuttamque sententiam. Could be 
not perceive that he should have placed injuetam before 
immanem, if he wished to avoid the ridicule of men and 
boys ? And was he ignorant that a man capable of pro- 
nouncing a sentence which is unjust and «:mtrageotis is 
unworthy of quotation as an authority? Yet he runs 
toward him agape for it, when he fancies be can pluck 
out from the looser folds of his gown something to invi- 
gorate and support him. Cicero in his own person uses 
nearly the same words (Epitt. x. ad Pamillares.) ** Nnllo 
publico bonsilio rempublicani liber&sti. quo etiam est ilia 
me major et clarior.” The same opinion is also given by 
hjhn in the Tusculan Questions. “ Nunqunm jirivatum 
esse sapientem, &c.’’ (iv.) ^ipio, in coinmcnding the 
advantagee that, under conditions quite pn>blematical. 
may attend the government of one magistrate, ivdds, ** Sed 
tamen incHnatum et quasi prouum ad pcniiciobissimum 
itatum and afterward, Quis enim l^n^> hominem rite 
dixerit, qui sibi cum suis civibus, qui denique cum omnl 
hominum gencre nullnm Juris coninmnionom, nullam 
humanitatis sooletatem vcliu*’ Here is indeed the nobile 
dteronit dictum, which ought to be engraven on every 
publie building,, from the school-room to tlie palace. The 
education ofkings leaves few either wise or honest. The 
better citiaens receive the better education : they are 
mutual checks one upon another, while kings are luutual 
guards and fosterers of each other's tyranny. That in 
UqA whatever It be, iethebest leimof.g(»vei'iiuienf, wdiioh 
Iharnml efbmtuaUy excludes, the wicked and unwist', and 
the most readily admits the wise and virtuoua The two 
worst are ochlocracy and despotism, both fur the same 
veamnt ita both there is will without coimsel, energy 
without object, and action witiiout refleotum. Oohlu- 
•mey is the more tolerable as being the more transient ; 
cue always passes into the other, as ita first. step. Scipio 
aigucs weakly, and Cicero perhaps intends tliat he should 
do B0» in saying, Ulud tamen non adsentfor tibi, prtr- 
Stare regi optimates: tf enim saplentia est qua gubemat 
lani puhlieam, quid tandem interest hac in uno ne At an 


In pluribus ?*' Here is npeUiU prindpH which on no 
account can be granted. It is sorely more probable that 
wialom should reside among many, and those the beet 
educated and of mature age, than with one only, and him 
the worst educated, often of age not mature, and more 
often hearing thick upon him throughout life the vices of 
youth snd the inconsiderateness of childhood. If Cioero 
spoke sincerely, he was both foolish and flagitious in 
praising those who slew CsBsar : for never was there a 
man so capable of governing alone and well. 1 will not 
believe that he was led astray by Plato, who asserts in his 
fourth book that it is of little oonsequenoe whether a 
state be governed by many or one, if that one is obedient 
to the lawa Surely a king can more easily find those who 
will assist him in subverting them than simple oltisena 
can, sand is usually more inclined to do it, and Is more 
easily persuaded that it is his in|f.'re8t Aristoteles, no 
usual, speaks loss idly : what is remarkable Is, that bis 
opinion squares perfectly with the Epicurean doctrine. 
TtAsf /aId 0VV wsXiotf v« sf Cfv* Ttivlc y iarrt ri Cffr 
fi4vu( Mui MnkJse. Now this is impossible under men 
worse and less wise (as hath been the case nine hundred 
and thirty years in the thousand) than those who occupy « 
the middle ranks in life, to say nothing of those who are 
uncontaminated by their example and undebased by their 
tyranny ; such men as would exist if thep did not. Qo- 
vemments must be constituted according to the habits 
and propensities of the governed, in which the mond 
springs from the physical. The Arab will always be free ; 
the Frenchman often, but never long : in the Englishman 
there exists what ought to bo expected from the union of 
Norman and Saxctn : the Greek retains and displays mag- 
nificently his 'ancient character ; combinations of various 
kinds militate against the Italian, from whom all trac.'cs 
of ancient institutions have been efrat'.od for ages, oxcupt- 
kig of religion. The H«)man people was merely the people 
of one city ; Its physical peculiarities could not extend 
I themselves, and were entirely lost in a siicoession of oou- 
i querorv. But the voice of History refutes the conclusion, 
which certain writers would draw from the treatise of 
Cioero, and teaches us that the republican form of govern- 
ment was best adapted to the nation, and that under it the 
R<anans were virtuous and powerful, to a degree which 
tliey never attained pnder kings and emperors. Their 
seven kings, after two centuries, left a dominion loss ex- 
I tensive than an English county or an American estate. 
^In the same number of years, under a republic, the 
! same people, if subjects and citizens may be called the 
I siime, conquered nearly the whole known world : what- 
I ever was wealthy, whatever was powerful, whatever was 
j tyrannical and despotic, fell down before thorn, or fol- 
I lowed in dejection their triumphal cur. 
j We have seen what their kings did : let ut now see what 
the wisest and powerfullest of their emperors could do 

Augustus lost his army in Germany, commemorated 
by a trophy the capture of a few cu*dtka on ihe Alps ; su 
greatly and so suddenly had fallen the g<oryof liome., 
although ruled by a sagacious prince, when the discretiim 
of one was substituted fur the councils and interests and 
energies of many. 

It has been the fashion, and roi. only of late years, but 
for ages, to represent the Homan form of government 
(when unperverted) as aristueratical : this is erroneous. 
Cicero himself says, "nihil fiacrosanctuni ehso potest, nisi 
quod plebs populusve jusserit.** The people chose a1) the 
great functionaries, excepting the interex : he appointed 
the dictator, who is falsely thought to Imve possest-^d 
absolute power, oven during the short period for whicli iic 
was created. Polybius, an author to be depended on in ' 
whatever he relates as fact, mentioning the appointment 
of PabluB Maximus to the dictatorship, goes out of his 
road to pay homage to the fusees of the Tribunes. 

“ Whereas the consul,** says he " is preceded bj/ twelve 
axe$^ the dictator is preceded by sixteen : the consuls must 
refer many things to the senate ,• but the dictator is inde- 
pendent of every other power, excepting the tribunes/ Bv 6. 
Ntiw dependency is not headship. Polybius, who wrott* 
thus, lived intimately with Bcipio ; and Soipio is repnK 
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Mmtad M hostile to the oonotitutlon of hie ooimtry. md a 
■tiidcler for royalty ! He certainly wm no aeahms adw- 
oate of the tribunttial power: yet file friend had no hesi- 
tation in speaking thus of it; for such was it> aoiknow. 
led^ rank and dignity. When Fabf us Maximus would 
have punished Minutiu)^ the tribunes interposed their 
authority. T»ie senatorial formula. ‘ Fideant Comulet me 
quid detrimenti capiat Het PubHea* hath misled msay, 
and indeed misled even Cloero himself» who olibnded 
against the forms of law when he saved the oommon. 
wealth from Catilina. The supreme power was never 
legally in the consuls, but constantly in the tribunes of 
the people ; 8(» that Bigonius is wrong in his assertion, 
** Coneules ab omnihug magistratibug coneionem avoeare 
potuigge, ab iig neminem.** Nothing is more oommon than 
the intnfcrence of the tribunes against the ooAsuls. 
T. Livius (1. xliv.) r lates that the effects of Tiberius 
Gr^iechus tlie elder, who bad been consul and censor, were 
eongecrated (which in arbitrary governments is called 
confiscated) because ho had disobeyed an order of the 
tribune Flavius; a tribune committed to prison the 
consul Metellus; the censor Appius was punished in the j 
same manner by the tribunitian authority. Carbo, who 
liad been thrice consul, was condemned to death by Pom- 
peiuri from iiic tribunitial chair. Drusus, as tribune, sent 
the consul Philippus to prison with a halter round his 
neck, ohtritd gulA (Florus, olv.). One Vectius was slain 
for not rising up before a tribune. Arrogantly and un- 
justly its the power in this instance was applied, it was I 
constitutionally. Plutarch relates part of a speech by , 


Tiberius Gracchus, in which the authority is mcadcMicd 
as a thing settled. ** It la bard ** ha says ** if a ceiiMd 
may be thrown Ibto a prison by a tribune, and a tribnnf 
can not be removed from olHoc by the people.** 

With all these facts in his memory, CloefO still would 
ounsider the legitimate government of Rome as an aris- 
tocracy ; for otherwise how could he htmsalf hO aristo- 
eratioaU whioh hOl avows he was f He wrote his trsatlse 
De BjtpMeA ten years before his death, when the greater 
and more costly part of his experlsnee was waatl^. Ill 
the dialogue he is represented as on the verge of a ipoUdcal 
world, of which he had been the mover and proteetor, 
while the elements of it announce to him that it Is hunt- 
ing tender his feet. 

He is hardly to be oalled inconsistent, who, guided by 
the experience of reoent facts, turns at last to wiaer sen- 
timents, opposite as th^y may be to thOBe%e entsitaliied 
the greater part of his life. If anyone shall assert that 
here is attributed to Oioero an inoonsistenoy unwarranted 
by his writings, the answer is, that there is manifestly a 
much greater between the facts he states in these quota- 
tions and the oonolusions he appears ‘*by his lin^ of pcdldj^ 
to have drawn from them; and that, taking hts own state- 
ment, no injustioe is done to his dfsoemment and ratlooi- 
nation, in bringing home to him a new Inference. 'What- 
ever be the defects and weaknetjes of this memorable 
man, we should disclose them hesitatingly and reluctantly; 
for in comparison with the meanest of his productions, 
how inelegant is the most elaborate composition of cur 
times ! 


ROUSSEAU AND 

Roiuisedu. I am ashamed, sir, of my countrymen: 
let my humiliation expiate their offence. I wish 
it had not been a minister of the gospel who 
received you with such inhospitality. 

Maleshtrhes. Nothing can be more ardent and 
more cordial than the expressions witli which yon 
greet me, M. Rousseau, on my return from yonr 
lakes and mountains. 

Rousseau. If the pastor took you for a courtier, 

1 reverence him for his contemptuousness. 

Malesherhes. Why so ^ Indeed you are in the 
wrong, my friend. No person has a right to 
treat another with eontemptuousness unless he 
Allows him to deserve it. When a courtier enters 
the house of a pastor in preference to the next, 
the pastor should partake in the sentiment that 
induced him, or at least not be offended to be 
preferred. A courtier is such at court: in the 
house of a clergyman he is not a courtier, but a 
guest. If to be a courtier is offensive, remember 
that v e punish offences where they are committed, 
ivliere they can )>e examined, where pleadings can 
be lieard for and against the accused, and where 
nothing is admitted extraneous from the indict- 
ment, excepting what may be adduced in his 
behalf, by witnesses to the general tenor of his 
character. 

Rousseau. Is it really true that the man told 
you to mount the hay-loft, if you wished a night’s 
lodging I 

Malesherhes. He did ; a ceriain proof that he 
no more topk me to be a courtier than I took 
him to be. I accepted his offer, and never slept 
so soundly. Moderate fatigue, the Alpine air, 
the blaze of a good fire (for I was admitted to it 
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some moments), and a profusion of odoriferous 
hay, below which a cow was sleeping, subdued my 
senses, and protracted my slumbers beyond the 
usual hour. 

Rousseau. You have no right, sir, to be the 
patron and remuneratbr of inhospitality. Three 
or four Buoh men as you would cormpt all Switzer^ 
land, and prepare it for the &ngB of France and 
Austria. E^gs, like hyaenas, will always frill upon 
dead carcases, although their bellies are full, and 
although they are conscious that in the end they 
will tear one another to pieces over them. Why 
should you prepare their preyl Were yonr Are 
and effulgence given y>u for this I Why, in short, 
did you thank this churl I Why did you recom- 
mend him to his superiors for preferment on the 
next vacancy 1 

Malesherl I must adopt your opinion of hia 
behaviour in order to answer you satisfactorily. 
You suppose him inhospitable : what milder or 
more effectual mode of reproving him, than to 
make every dish at his table admonish him ? If 
he did evil, have I no authority before me which 
commands me to render him good for it ) Believe 
me, M. Rousseau, the execution of this command 
is always accompanied by the heart’s applai^e, 
and opportunities of obedience are more fr^nent 
here than anywhere. Would not yon exchange 
resentment for the contrary feeling, even if reli- 
gion or duty said nothing about the matter) I 
am afraid the most philosophical of ns are some- 
times a little perverse, and will not be so happy 
as they might be, because the path is pointed out 
to them, and because he whoipoints it out is wise 
anrf powerful. Obstinacy and jealousy, the wore! 
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pafti of childhood and of manhood, have range 
enough for their ill humours, withojjt the heavens. 

ifouMcou. Sir, I perceive you £e among my 
wemies. I did not thmk it ; for, whatever may 
he my fimlts, I am totally free from suspicion. 

Make^ierhea, And do not think it now, I en- 
treat you, my good Mend. • 

Jt(m8seanu Courts and society have hormpted 
the best heart in France, and have perverted the 
best intellect. 

Makah/erbea, They have done much evil then. 
EousBeau. Answer me, and your own conscisnce ; 
how could you choose to live among the perfidies 
of P^s an<l Yersailles 1 
Maleaheries. Lawyers, and advocates in par- 
ticular, must live there ; philosophers need not. 
If every honest man thought it requisite to leave 
• Jthose cities, would the inhabitants be the better 1 
Romaeau. You have entered into intimacies 
with the members of various administrations, 
opposite in plans and sentiments, but alike hostile 
to you, and all of ifhom, if they could have kept 
your talents down, would have done it. Finding 
the thing impossible, they ceased to persecute, 
and would gladly tempt you under the semblance 
friendship and esteem to supplicate for some 
office, that they might indicate to the world your 
unworthindte by refusing you : a proof, as you 
know, quite sufilcient and silf-evidcnt. 

MaJkaherhea. They will never tempt me to sup- 
plicate for anything but justice, and that in 
behalf of others. I know nothing of parties : if T 
am acquainted with two persons of opposite sides 
in politics, I consider them as you consider a 
watchmaker and a cabinet-maker ; one desires to 
rise by one way, the other by another. Admi- 
nistrations and systems of government would be 
quite iudifierent to those very functionaries and 
their opponents, who appear the most zealous* 
partisans, if their fortunes and consequence were 
not affuced to them. Several of these men seem 
consistent, and indeed are ; the reason is, versa- 
tility would loosen and ^letach from them the 
public esteem and confidence . . 

RouHseau. By which their girandoles are lighted, 
their dinners sensed, their lacquoys liveried, and 
their opera-girls vie in benefit-ivghts. There is 
no state in Europe where the least wise have not 
governed the nu^st wise. We find the light and 
foolish keeping up with the machinery of govern- 
ment easily and leisurely, just as we see butter- 
flies keep up with carriages at full speed. This 
is owing in both cases to their levity and their 
position : Ihe stronger and the more active are 
left behind. I am resolved to prove that farmers- , 
general are the main causes of the defects in our ! 
music. ; 

Maleaherhea, Prove it, or anything else, pro-’ 
vlded that the discussion does not irritate and 
torment yon. 

Rouaaeau, Truth is the object of philosophy. 
Malealierhea, Kot of philosophers : the display 
of ingenuity, for the most part, is and always has 
}>een ii 1 must here ofiTer you an opinion df my 


MALESHERBE8. 265 

own, which, if yon think well of me, yon will 
pardon, though you should disbelieve its solidity. 
Hy opinion then is, that truth is not reasonably 
the main and ultimate object of philosophy ; but 
that philosophy should seek truth merely as the 
means of acquiring and of propagating happiness. 
Truths are simple : wisdom, which is formed by 
their appo.sition and application, is concrete : out 
of this, in its vast varieties, open to our wants 
and wishes, comes happiness : but the knowledge 
of all the truths ever yet discovered does not lead 
immediately to it, nor indeed will ever reach it, 
nnl^ss you make liic more important of them 
bear upon your heart and intellect, and form, as 
it were, the blood that moves and nurtures them. 

Rovsseau. I never until now entertained a 
doubt that truth is the ultimate aim and object 
of philosophy : no writer has denied it, I think. 

Maleshurhea. Designedly none may j but when 
it is agreed that happiness is the chief good, it 
must also be agreed that the chief wisdom will 
pursue it ; and I have already said, what your 
own experience can not but have pointed out to 
you, that no truth, or series of truths, hypotheti- 
cally, can communicate or attain it. Come, 
M. Konsseau, tell me candidly, do yon derive no 
pleasure from a sense of superiority in genius and 
independence I 

Romseau. The highest, sir, from a conscious- 
ness of independence. 

Muletfherbes. Jjigenuom is the epithet we affix 
to modesty : but modesty often makes men act 
otherwise than ingenuously : you, for example, 
now. You are angry at the servility of people, 
and disgusted at their obtusencss and indifference, 
on matters of most import to their welfare. If 
they were equal & you, this anger would cease, 
but the fire would break out somewhere else, on 
ground which appears at present sound and level. 
Voltaire, for instance, is less eloquent than you : 
but Voltaire is wittier than any man living. This 
quality . . 

Rouaseau, Is the quality of a buffoon and a 
courtier. But the buffoon should have mast, of 
it, to support his higher dignity. 

Malesherhea, V ol taire’s is A t tic . 

Rmuiseau. If malignity is Attic. 

Maleaherhes, I will not discuss with you the 
character of the man, and only that part of the 
author’s on which I spoke. There may be malig- 
nity in wit, there can not be violence. You m%y 
irritate and disquiet with it ; but it must be by 
means of a flower or a feather. Wit and humour 
stand on one side, irony and sarcasm on the other. 

Rovsaeau. They stand very near. 

MaXealierbes, So do the Elysian fields and Tar- 
tarus. 

Rmaaeau. Pray go on : teach me to stand quiet in 
my stall, while my masters and managers pass by. 

Mafesherhes. Well then . , Pascal argues as 
closely and methodically : Bossuet is as scientific 
In the structure of his sentences : Demosthenes, 
many think, has equal fire, vigour, dexterity: 
equal selection of topics and equal temperance in 
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treating tham, immeaBorably ae he falls short of 
you in appeals to the sensibility, and in every- 
thing which by way of excellence we usually 
call genius. 

BouMeau. Sir, I see no resemblance between a 
*kleader at the bar, or a haranguer of the popu- 
ace, and me. 

McUeaherbes. Certainly his questions are occa- 
sional : but one great question hangs in the centre, 
and high above the rest ; and this is, whether 
the mother of liberty and civilisation shall exist, 
or whether she shay be extinguished in the bosom 
of her &mily. As we often apply to eloquence 
and her parts the terras we apply to architecture 
and hers, let me do it also, and remark that 
nothing can be more simple, solid, and symme- 
trical, nothing more frugal in decoration or more 
appropriate in distribution, than the apartments 
of Demosthenes. Yours excell them in space and 
altitude : your ornaments are equally chaste and 
beautiful, with more variety and invention, more 
airiness and light. But why among the Loves 
and Graces does Apollo flay Marsyas 1 And why 
may not the tiara still cover the ears of Midas ^ 
Can not you, who detest kings and courtiers, keep 
away from them 1 If I must be with them, let 
me be in good humour and good spirits. If I will 
tread upon a Persian carpet, let it at least be in 
clean shoes. 

As tb^ raciest wine makes the sharpest vinegar, 
so the richest fancies turn the most readily to 
acrimony. Keep yours, my dear M. Rousseau, 
from the exposure and heats that generate it. Be j 
contented ; enjoy your fine imagination : and do 
not throw your salad out of window, nor shove 
your cat off your knee, on hearing it said that 
Shakspeare has a finer, or thaf a ministor is of 
opinion that you know more of music than of 
state. My friend ! the quarrels of ingenious men 
are generally fiir less reasonable and just, less 
placable and moderate, than those of the stupid 
and ignorant. We ought to blush at tliis : and 
we should blush yet more deeply if we bring them 
in as parties to our differences. Let us conquer 
by kindness ; which we can not do easily or well 
without communication. Our antipathies ought 
to he against the vices of men, and not against 
their opinions. If their opinions are widely dif- 
ferent from ours, their vices ought to render them 
more dissimilar to us. Yet the opinions instigate 
u§ to hostility ; the vices are snatched at with 
avidity, as rit^h materials to adorn our triumph. ! 

Romavau, This is sophistiy ; and at best is ! 
applicable only to the malicious. At a moment i 
when Truth is penetrating the castle of the 
powerful, and when Freedom looks into the win- 
dow of the poor, there are writers who would 
draw them back and confine them to their own 
libraries and theatres. 

Mid^herJiea. Whether they proceed from the 
shelf or from the stage, generous sentiments are 
prevalent among us ; and the steps both of Truth 
and Freedom are not the less rapid or the less 
firm because thqy advance in silence Montes- 


quieu has rendered them greater and more lastia^ 
service than the fiereest anabaptist in Munilar. 

Boueseau. Many read him, some are pleased 
with him, few are instructed by him, none are 
guided. Ki&Lettrea Penarmeit are light and lively. 
His Temple de Onide is Parisian from the steps to 
the roof ; there U but little imagination in it, and 
no warmth. There is more of fancy in his JS$pnt 
des Lois, of which the title-page would be muoh 
corrector with only the first word than with all 
three. He twitches me by the coat, turns me 
round, 'and is gone. 

Mc^herbes, Concise he certainly is, but he 
also is acute. .. ^ 

Bomseau. How far does his acuteness pene- 
trate 1 A pin can pierce no deeper than to its 
head. He would persuade men that, if patriotism 
is the growth of republics, honour is the^growth 
of monarchies. I would say it without offence, 
but say it I will, that honour is feeble and almost 
extinct in every ancient kingdom. In Spain it 
flourished more vigorously than in any other : 
pray, how much is left there 'i And what addition 
was made to it when the Bourbon crossed the 
Bidassoa 1 One vile family is sufficient to debase 
a whole nation. Voltaire, perhaps as honest and 
certainly as clear-sighted a man as any about the 
Tuilleries, called Louis XV. Titus. Is this 
honour! If it be, pray show me the distinction 
between that quality and truth. As 1 can not 
think a liar honourable. I can not think a lie 
honour. Gentlemen at court would rather give 
their lives than be called what they would scarcely 
give a denier not to be. Readiness to display 
courage is not honour, 'though it is what Montes- 
quieu mistjvkes for it. Surely lie might have 
praised his country for something better than 
this fantastic foolery, which, like hair-powder, re- 
quires a mask to be worn by those who put it on. 
He might have said, justly and proudly, that 
while others cling to a city, to a faction, to a 
family, the French in all their fortunes cling to 
France. ^ 

Malcsherbcs. Gratify me, I entreat yon, by 
giving me your idea of honour. 

Bousseau. The image stands before me, sub- 
stantially and vigorously alive. Justice, Gene- 
rosity, Delicacy, are the three Graces that 
formed his mind. Propriety of speech, clearness^ 
firmness . . . 

Maleskerhee. Repress this enthusiasm. If you 
are known to have made me blush, you ruin me 
for ever in my profession. 

Bomaeau. Look, then, across the <^,arrow sea. 
When Edward the Black Prince made your king 
his prisoner, he reverenced his age, his station, 
his misfortunes ; attending him, serving him, 
consoling him, like a son. Many of your country- 
men who were then living, lived to see the tide of 
victory turn, and the conquerors led into cap- 
tivity. Talbot, whose name alone held provinces 
back from relicllion, was betrayed and taken, and 
loaded with indignities. 

MtileaherlH's. Attribute it to the times. The 
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English were as cruel to fallen valour in the person who rise up simultaneously against the first in- 
«r(^nne«d'Arc. ^ dignity offered by their administrators, and who 

Moussem. There neither the genius of the remove, without pause and without parley, trunk, 
nation nor the spirit of the times is reproachable, root, and branch. 

but the genius and spirit of Fanaticism, which is McUesherbes. As we can not change at once the 


violent and blind in all alike. Jeanne d’Arc was whole fabric of government, let us be attentive to 
believed to be a sorceress, and vSis coiYlemned to the unsouiider parts, and recommend tlie readiest 
death for it by the ecclesiastical judges of each and safest method of repairing them, 
nation. Nothing but the full belief of the English Moimeau. The minister would expcll ihe- from 
that she was under the guidance of an invisible his antechamber, and order his valets to buffet 
and evil power, would have turned to flight those me, if I oflTered him any proposal for the advau* 
Saxo-Normans, who never yielded to the Ffanco- tage of mankind. 

Gauls when there were only three against one ; Malesim'hcs. Call to him then from this room, 
no, not onc« in. the incessant contest, during three where the valets are ci viler.® Nature has given 
hundred years, which ended in the utter subjuga- you a speaking-trumpet, which neither storm can 
tion of your country. As the French acknow- drown nor enemy can silence. If you esteem him, 
lodged her to be the inspired of God, they fancied instruct him ; if you despise him, do the same, 
•there was no danger in following her: as the Surely you who have much benevolence, would 
English thought her instigated by the Devil, they not despise anyone willingly or unnecessiirily. 
felt the insufficiency of human force in oj)posiiig Contempt is for the incorrigible: now, where upon 
her. Wherever sh^ was not, the field was covered earth is he whom your genius, if rightly and tem- 
with French bodies, as before ; whefrover she was, ’ i)erately exerted, would not influence and correct ? 
it was covered with English, as it never had been I never was more flattered or honoured than b} 
until then. Had Jeanne d’Arc been born in your patience in listening to me. Consider me 
England and fought for England, the people at I as an old woman who sits by the bedside in your 
"this hour,* although no longer slaves to idolatry, | infirmity, who brings you no savoury viand, no 
would almost worship her : every year would her j exotic fniit, but a basin of whey or a basket of 
festival be Kept in every village of the land. But strawberries from your native hills, assures you 
In Prance not a hymn is ^haunted to her, not a that what oppressed you was a dream, occasioned 
curl of incense is wafted, not a taper is lighted, | by the WTong position in which you lay, opens the 
not a daisy, not a rush, is strowTi upon the ground window, gives you fresh air, and entreats you to 
throughout the whole kingdom she rescued, recollect the features of nature, and to observe 
Instead of w^hich, a shirt-airer to a libidinous king, (which no man ever did so accurate!} ) tbeir 
a ribald poet, a piebald of tragedy and comedy, a beauty. In your politics you cut down a forest 
contemner alike of purity and of patriotism, to make a toothpick, and can not make even I bat 
throws his filth against her mutilated features, out of it. Do not lot us in jurisprudence be lik.. 
Meanwhile an edifice is being erected in your city critics in the classics, and change whatever can uo 
to the glory of Genevieve, which will exhaust, the changed, right or wrong. No statesman will take 
fortunes, and almost the maledictions, of the people.*! your advice. Supposing that anyone is liberal 

Malejiherhes. We certainly are not the most in his sentiments and clear-sighted in his viewi*. 


grateful of nations. 


nevertheless love of power is jealous, and bo would 


Housseau. You must be, before you pretend to rejoice to see you fleeing from persecution, or 


be the most honourable. 


turning to meet it. The very men whom you 


Malesherbes. I hope our gratitude in future will would benefit will treat you worse. As iht 
be excited by something better than the instru- ministers of kings wish their masLors to po.ssesa 
mentsofwar. The nation is growing more civilised absolute power, that the exercise of it may be 
and humane ; the young have ne\^r hipped blood, delegated to them, which it naturaily is, from thj 
JRcmaseau. I prefer the vices of the present king violence and sloth alternate with despots us wit.h 
to the glories of his predecessor : I prefer a swine wild beasts, and that they may upprelieud no 
to a panther, and the outer side of the tty or check or control from ^hose who discover Uieir 


grating to the inner. 


misdemeanors, in like manner the people places 


MaMverhes, You, being a philanthropist, must more tnist in favour than in fortune, and hopes 
rejoice that our reigning prince abstains from the to obtain by subserviency what it never might 
field batfie. by election or by chance. Else in free govern- 

Mouaaeau, Unless he did, he could not continue ments, so some are called (for names once given 
to give a thousand louis daily for the young are the last things lost), all minor offices and em- 
maidens brought to him. A prodigal man is a ployments would be assigned by ballot. Each 
thoughtless man ; a prodigal prince is a thought- province or canton would present a list annually 
less robber. Your country endures enough without of such persons in it as are worthy to occupy the 
war. But oppression and valour, like Voltaire’s local administrations. 

fever and quinquina, grow far apaiii. To avoid any allusion to the country in which 

Male^herhes. AVhat ! and are not our people we live, let us take England for example. Is it 
brave 1 not absurd, iniquitous, and revolting, that the 

MouMeau. I call those brave, and those only, minister of a church in YorkHhire snould bo 
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!• p|.d£atcd by a lawyer in London, who never knew I Almost the greatest evil that ezisti 

him, never saw him, never heard from a single one | in the world, moral or physical, would be removed* 
.m ihe parishioners a recommendation of an*’ kindt A second appeal might bo made in the foUowi^ 
Is it not more reasonable that a justice of the I session ; s iiird could only come befdi^e parliar 
peace should be chosen by those who have always ment, and this alone by means of attorneys ; the 
been witnesses of his equity 1 number of whoi^. altogether would not exceed the 

Rouaaeau. The English in former days insisted number of coroners ; for in England there are as 
more firmly and urgently on improving their con- many who cut their own throats as who would cut 
stitution than they have ever done since. In the ! their own purses. 

reign of Edward III. they claimed the nomination i RcntMueati. The famous trial by jury would cease : 

of the chancellor. And surely if any nomination I this ?vould disgust the English. 

of any funct, ionary is left to the people, it should ! Mcde^/u'rbeA. The number of justices would b<> 

be this. It is somewhat like the tribunitial ; much augmented : nearly all those wjfcio noij toe 

power among the jdomans, and is the only one jurymen would enjoy this rank aUd dignity, and 

which can intercede in a conciliatory way between ; would be flattered by sitting on the same bench 

the princte ami people. Exclusively of this one j witli the first gentlemen of the land. 

office in the higher posts of government, the king ' Rommiu. What number would sit ? ,, ^ 

should appoint his ministers, and should invest; MaleslKrbp^. Three or five in the first instance ; 

them with power and splendour ; but those min- ' five or seven in the second ; as the number of 

isters should not appoint to any civil or religious causes should pennit. 

j>hice of l.rust or profit which the <iommunity could ; Roiu^meau. The laws of England are extremely 
manifestly fill better. The greater part of offices intricate and perplexed : such men would be 
and dignities should be conferred for a short and puzzled. 

stated time, that all might hope f.o attain and JMaleshcrhes. Such men, having no interest in 
strive to deserve them. Embassies in i)articular the perplexity, but, on the contrary, an interest 
sliuuld never exceed one year in Europe, nor con- in unravelling it, would see such laws corrected, 
sulates two. To the latter office I assign this i Intricate as they are, questions on thoflte which are 
duration, as the more difficult to fulfil properly, ! the most so are U8i|p.lly referred by the judges 
from requiring a knowledge of trade, although a j themselves to private arbitration, of which my 
slight one, and because those who possess any such ! plan, T conceive, has all the advantages, united to 
knowledge are inclined, for the greater part, to i those of open and free discussion among men of 
turn it to their own account, which a consul ought unperverted sense, and unbiassed by professional 
by no means to do. Frequent election of repre- hopes and interests. The different courts of law 
sentatives and of civil officers in the subordinate in England cost about eeventy millions of francs 
cmpIoymenf«, would remove most causes of dis- annually. On my system the justices or judges 
content in the people, and of instability in kingly would receive fivo-and-twenty francs daily : as the 
power. Here is a lottery in which everyone is special juryjmn do now, without any sense of 
sure of a prize, if not for himself, at least for some- ^haine or impropriety, however rich they may be: 
body in bis family or among his friends ; and the such being the established practice, 
ticlcet would be fairly paid for out of the taxes. Jioussrmi. Seventy millions ! seventy millions I 
Mahshtrhaa. So it appears to me. What other Molashx'rhes. There are attorneys and convey- 
Kvstem can present so obviously to the great mass ancers in London who gain one hundred thou- 
of the people the two principal piers and buttresses sand francs a-year, and advocates more. The 
of government, tangible interest and reasonable Chancellor . . 

hope ? No danger of any kind can arise from it, Bousseau. The Celeno of these harpies 

no antipathies, no divisions, no imposture of de- Mabsharhes, , . Nets above one million, and is 

inagogues, no caprice of despots. ( >ii the con- ' greatly more than an archbishop in the church, 
trary, many and great advantages, in places which j scattering preferment in Cumberland and Cornwall 
at the first survey do not ai)j)ear to border on it. from his bench at Westminster. 

At present, the best of the English juridical insi.i- Rousseau. Absurdities and enormities are great 
tutions, that of justices of the peace, is viewed in proportion to custom or insuetude. If we had 
with diffidence and distrust. Elected as they lived from childhood with a boa constrictor, we 
would be, and increased in number, the whole should think it no more a monster th^i^ a canaiy- 
judicature, civil and criminal, might be confided bird. The sum you mentioned of seventy mil- 
to them, and their labours be not only not aggra- lions is incredible. 

vated but diminished. Suppose thorn in four MaXeslverhe^. In this estimate the expense ot 
(livisioiis to meet at four places in every county, letters by the post, and of journeys made by the 
once in twenty days, and to possess the power of parties, is not and can not be included, 
imposing a fine not exceeding two hundred francs Rousseau. The whole machine o*f government, 
on every cause implying oppression, and one not civil and religious, ought never to bear iipon the 
exceeding fifty on such as they should unanimously , people with a weight so oppressive : I do not add 
ilcclare frivolous. the national defence, which being princi]ftally naval, 

RiAMscau. Pew would become attorneys, and j is more costly, nor institutions for the promotion 
1 hfi • e from among the indigent. \ of the arts, which in a country like England ought 
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to be liberal. But such an expenditure should 
nearly 8u5ice for these also, in time of peace. 
Religion and law indeed should cost nothiug : at 
present the one hangs property, the other quarters 
it. I am confounded at the profusion. I doubt 
whether the Komans expended ib much in that 
year’s war which dissolved the Oartha^nian em- 
pire, and left them masters of the universe. What 
is certain, and what is better, it did not cost a 
tenth of it to colonise Pennsylvania^ in whose 
forests the cradle of Freedom is suspended,* and 
where the eye of Philanthropy, tired with tears 
and ygils, ipay wander and may rest. Your sys- 
tem, or rather your arrangement of one already 
established, pleases me. Ministers would only 
lose thereby that portion of their possessions 
„ jvhich tljcy give away to needy relatives, unworthy 
dependents, or the requisite supporters of their 
authority and power. | 

Mcdealurhes. On this plan, no such supporters | 
would be necessary, no such dependents could 
exist, and no such relatives could he disaj)pointed. 
Beside, the conflicts of their opponents must be 
periodical, weak, and irregular. 

• Houssecm. The craving for the rich carrion 
would be less keen; the zeal of opposition, as 
usual, woul<^be measured by the stomach, whereon 
hope and overlooking hav% always a strong in- 
fluence. 

Medeaherbes. My excellent friend, do not be 
oflfended with me for an ingenuous and frank con- 
fession ; promise me your piirdon. 

Rousseau. You need none. 

Maleslierhes, Promise iiFne^'(irthclcss. 

Rousseau, You have said nothing, done nothing, 
which could in any way displease me. 

Malesherbes. You grant me then a bill of in- 
demnity for what T may have undertaken with a, 
good intention since we have been together ? 

Rousseau. Wil 1 i i igly . 

Malesherbes. T fell into your views; I walked 
along with you side hysicl^; merely to occupy your 
mind, which, I i)erccived, was agitated. 

Rousseau. In other words, to betray me. I had 
begun to imagine there was one man in the uni- 
verse not my enemy. ^ ^ 

Malesherbes. There are many, my dear M. 
Rousseau ! yes, even in Franeo and England ; to 
say nothing of the remoter regions on each side 
of the Equator, discovered and undiscovered. Be 
reasonable, be just. 

Rousseau. I am the only man who is either. 
What woul^ you say more ? 

Malesherbes, Perhaps I would even say less. 
You are fond of discoursing on the visionary 
tnd hypothetical : 1 usually avoid it. 

Rousseau, Pray why, sir? 

Maleshev^, Because it renders us more and 
more discontented with the condition in which 
Divine Providence hath placed us. We can hope 
to remove but a small portion of the evils that 
encompass os ; there being many men to whom 
these are no evils at all ; and such hawing 
die management of our concerns, and keeping 


us under them as tightly as the old man kept 
Sinbad. 

Rousseau, I would teach them that what are 
evils to us are evils to them likewise, and heavier 
and more dangerous. The rash, impetuous rider, 
or (to adopt your allusion) the intolerably heavy 
one, is more liable to break his bones by a fall, 
than the animal he has mounted. Sooner or later 
the cloud of tyranny bursts : and fortunes, piled up 
inordinately and immeasurably, not only are scat- 
tered and lost, but first overwheLu the occupier 
We, like metallic blocks, are hardened by the re- 
petil.ion of the blows that flatten us, and, every 
part of us touching the ground, wc cannot fall 
lower: the hammerers, once fallen, arc annihilated 

Your remarks, although inapplicable to the Con- 
tinent, are applicable to England: and several 
of them, however they may be pecked, scratched, 
and kicked about, by the pullets fattening in the 
darkened chambers of Parliament, are worthy of 
being weighed by the people, loth as may be 
ministers of state to ooiploy the scales of Justice 
on any suck occasion. But if the steadier hand 
refuses to perform its functions, the stronger may 
usurp them. 

Malesherbes, Nothing more probable. Often 
the worst evil of bad government is not in its 
action but its counteraction. 

Romseau. Is it possible to doubt at what coun- 
try you now arc pointing ? 1 can not see then why 
you should have treated me like a driveller. * 

Malesherbes. How so, my friend ! how so ?, 

Rousseau. To say the least, why you should 
believe me indifieront to the welfare of your coun- 
try, to the diebitcs of humanity, to the improve- 
ment of the specidli. 

MeUesluirbes. In compliance with your humour, 
to engage your fancy, to divert it awhile from 
Switzerland, by which you appear, and partly on 
my account, to be offended, 1 began with reflec- 
tions upon England : 1 raised up another cloud 
in the region of them, light enough to be fantastic 
and diaphanous, and to catch some little irradia- 
tion from its w'estem sun. Do not run after it 
. farther ; it has vanished already. Contsider ; the 
tlirce great nations. . . 

Rousseau, Pray, which are those ? 

Malesherbes. I cannot in conscience give the 
I palm to the Hottentots, the Oreenbmders, or the 
I Hurons : 1 meant to designate those who united 
to empire the most social virtue and civil freedom. 
Athens, Rome, and England, have received on the 
subject of government elaborate treatises from 
their greatest men. You have reasoned more dis- 
passionately and profoundly on it than Plato has 
done, or probably than Cicero, led away, as he 
often is, by the authority of those who are infe- 
rior to himself: but do you excell Aristoteles in 
calm and patient investigation? Or, think you, are 
your reading and range of thought more exten- 
sive than Harrington’s and Milton’s ? Yet what 
effect have the political works of tlicse marvellous 
men produced upon the world ? what effect upon 
any on^ state, any one city, any one hamlet? A 
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Clerk in office^ an accountant, a gauger of Bmall- 
beer, a song-wnter for a tavern dinner, produces 
more. He thrusts his rags into the hole whence 
the wind comes, and sleeps soundly. While you 
and I are talking about elevations and propor- 
tions, pillars and pillasters, architraves and friezes, 
the buildings we should repair are falling to the 
earth, and the materials for their restoration are 
in the quarry. 

Rousxeau. I could answer you : but my mind 
has certain moments of repose, or rather of oscil- 
lation, which I would not for the world disturb. 
Music, eloquence, friendship, bring and prolong 
them. 

MaLeaherbes. Enjoy them, my dear friend, and 


convert them, if possible, to months and yaars. 
It is as much kt your arbitration on what thouid 
you shall meditate, as in what meadow you shall 
botanise ; and you have as much at your option 
the choice of your thoughts, as of the keys in your 
harpsichord. i 

Eotuiseaii. If this were true, who could be un* 
happy ] 

Maleslierbes. Those of whom it Is not true. 
Those who from want of practice cannot manage 
their, thoughts, who have few to select 6om, and 
who, because of their sloth or of their weakness, 
do not roll away the heaviest from before 
them. * 


DON VICTOR SAEZ AND EL REY NETTO. 


8aez, The business of an enlightened prince is 
twofold ; namely, to unite kingdoms and disunite 
their inhabitants. This is a truth so sound and 
solid, that it will keep its whole weight for another 
time and occasion, and indeed half the diliiculty 
is surmounted already. Of a second truth nobody 
can bo ignorant ; that it is a kindness to lead the 
sober ; a duty to lead the drunk ; in which plight 
is to bo considered a nation that fancies it can 
rule itself. Your Majesty will now perhaps Hivour 
me with what occurred in your interview with 
the fi'ch- traitor '{ 

Rey Netto, Quiroga did not place in my word 
the trust I had a right to expect. 

Saez. What did you tell him ? 

Rey Netto. That I had need of his talents ; and I 
earnestly pressed him to return >»^ith me to Madrid. 
He ])Owed and was silent. 1 added that my heart 
was^ royal ; lie seemed less assured than ever. 
Lastly that, whatever my mother might say to the 
contrary, I was a descendant of St. Louis : he 
almost turned his back. I was so angry I could 
have killed him, if ho liad not faced about. I 
then began to show him my confidence; not, 
father, such confidence as I repose in you, the 
director of my conscience. 

Saez. Sire, when our consciences ache we un- 
bosom ; when our bellies ache we unbutton. Con- 
fidence has no more to do in the one case than in 
the other ; in fact, those who .sliow a great deal of 
it, gain none. Hens that cackle immoderately, 
and run about tlie straw-yard, and drop their eggs 
anywhere, in clean places or in foul, are carried 
to market and sold cheap. It is well that the 
robchdid not take you by the throat and strangle 
you : there are many who would have cried well 
done ! even though your Majesty had died with- 
out confession and extreme unction. To such a 
condition arc piety and loyalty now reduced in 
Spain. 

Rey Netth. With my usual presence of mind I 
drew out and presented to him the image of Sant- 
Antonio, and swore before it, calling it to witness, 
that I had quite forgotten all possible and imagi- 
nable reasons for displeasure and duic^Titent 'with 


j him. He looked upon the Saint, and obserring 
that it was not the leaden ona, recoiled with dis- 
trust. If I had sworn upon the leaden one, would 
you have absolved me, father ? 

Sdez. Venerable as indeed is that image, and 
manifold as are the miracles it has performed in 
the preservation of your Majesty, still, on thia 
holy occasion, I would not have hesitated ; and 
certainly if your Majesty had even kissed the 
Saint, head and feet, my duty would have prompted 
me to absolve you. 

Rey Netto. But the Saint might ha've punished 
me with the nightmare, or even with his fire, 
before I could have confessed, 

Suez. Supposing hinii. angry. But why suppose 
him BO 

Rey Netto. Because he knows that I have 
another image for such purposes, which has always 
l^nswered them well enough. 

‘‘ Haiti leti dieux Kunt trop grnndti pour dtre diffioUes ; 

Tout obt payc* d’lin himplu grain d’onoena*. ’* 

Suez. In reconciliations we lake down the 
scaling-ladder and prep^iire tne mine. 

Rey Netto. Quiroga, 1 doubt not, has dealings 
with the devil, who prompted him to look sharply, 
and to discover that the image was not the true 
one, and littl/j qr no better than a common Ma- 
donna or u paltry crucifix. 

Saez. Tlie malice of Satan is beyond our pru- 
dence and calculation. What, in the name of Our 
Lady, makes your Majesty laugh so heartily? 
True indeed, your deliverance, which spreads such 
univer.sal joy over the nation and over Europe^ 
can not be indiflcrent to yourself; these are 
not the first moments of it ; the first were, I re- 
member, loss rapturous. I look forward to quiet 
times, when your Majesty may follow the glorious 
example of his Most Christian ... 

Bey Netto. No, no; not a word more about 
that. And I am surprised, Don Victor, that you 
should change your tone so suddenly. The Frenoh 
may have amnesties : they are made up of them. 
They remember nothing upon earth. Turn theia 


* DeUlle. 
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into a new road, and they will run along in it until | for compunetion is never so certain as with 
they £hid another; then they xn«ke a sharp turn | the belly-ache; it makes people as grave as the 
and trot on. But Spaniards have spinal bones in Miserere. 

their backs, and bend slowly. You must collar 8aez, 1 know the rebel too well : nothing will 

them, and goad them, and bleed them under the move him . . 

tongue, like oxen in spring, if Jhey grow riotous. Mey Netto. Not jalap / 

No amnesty ! no talk about it ! , 8aez. I would say, to confess his oifencos. 

8aez, Sire, I had no sueh meaning. I would Rey Netto. Let there be monks enough about 
only have mentioned the innocent and devout him, and I will force him to edify the people : I 


office of his Moat Christian Majesty, in conde- 
scending to be the godfather of a bell in the church 
of Saint Louis at Paris. The Duke Blacas was 
proxy, and promised, no doubt, in his Majesty’s 
name, to iftstruct the new Christian in its duties, 
to watch over its morals, and in short to educate 
it os a good child and good Catholic, until it come 
to years of discretion. 

ReyNeUo. This indeed is better than such 
things as amnesties ; the idea of which banished 
from my royal breast the delight I foretasted in 
the agonies of Riego. The rogue Riogo ! I liad 
resolved how to pflnish him. My cousin Louis of 
Angoulfimc would not hear of racks and wheels, 
nor oven of thumb-screws and other trinkets of 
^justice, and requested me never to renew' the 
* subject, iest any impediment or remonstrance on 
his part, i^publicly known, might raise a mutiny 
in his army. I have been illuminaic<l from above : 
ray heart floats in the fuln^ess of joy. The rogue 
Riego ! if there is an ass in Madrid, he shall be 
drawn along the streets by one. I >vill give orders 
under my royal hand and seal, that the hurdle 
shall have some sharp pointed sticks in it, with 
a nail or two here and tlicre*. I pniyed to the 
archangel Saint Michael, and within a few minutes 
... ha ! ha ! ha ! 

S(MZ. Your Majesty is really too jocose with such 
heavenly names. ^ 

Rey Netto. I can not help it ... he know^s my 
purity ... I yield to his inspiration. 

8aez. What did he inspire] 

Rey Netto. First, that the fetters should pinch 
the traitor’s legs to the fone, swell them like his 
Most Christian Majesty’s, and blacken them like 
a zampa di Modena. 

8aez. This is not a thought for laughter, but 
for justice. * • 

Rey Netto. I can not help it, upon my con- 
fidence. 

8aez. The second inspiration, what was tnat ? 

Rey Netto. My sides shake again and ache 
with laughter. It was that, before he is carted, 
a good dose of physic should be given to him ; 

^ When Riego was taken prisoner, there was with bhn 
•n English offioer named Matthews, bearing a regular 
commission from the Spanish Government , constitutionally 
established, and sworn to be religiously observed by his 
Catholic Majesty. This officer was treated with every 
cruelty and Ignominy for several months ; he was detained 
in solitary confinement, and kept without food, at one 
time, fifty-three hours. General Martin, called the Bm. 
pccinado, was exposed in an iron cage, on festivals, in the 
puhUo square of Roda. He killed many thousands of the 
Ftenoli soldiers in the late war, and th^ abandonq^ him 
to those of the Faith. 


will make him Bing and sigh and- beg pardon of 
Saint Jago and the virgin, of God and man and 
me. He may bristle like a wild boar of the Bierzo, 
I will make a lamb of him. He Bhall grin like a 
stuffed crocodile : he shall sweat like a Jew in a 
benito, roasting at a royal xnarriage-feast in the 
good old times. 

What think you, father, of these his last words 
read them, and correct them as you please. 

! Saez. He can not speak better. 

1 Rey Netto. I will despatch them instantly. 

1 8ctez. With strict orders that they be not printed 
before the offender is dead. Who wrote them ] 
i Rey Netto. Father Gil Roncalle of Valmaseda. 
i Father Gil is a Carmelite. I wonder at 

his precipitancy. lie may mean well ; but he 
must correct several of the expressions, 
i Rey Netto. I doubted at first whether it was 
quite proper to represent a man saying what ho 
never said. 

8aez. V cry proper, if the glory of God be in- 
creased thereby. Beside, w'hat is falsehood on 
earth may be truth in heaven : for it is unlawful 
i to suppose that anything will be the stime there 
i as here, excepting our bodies, which we know 
I w’ill be identically what they are now, without the 
I alteration of a sipgle hair. 

I Rey Netto. 0 how comfortable ! I do not mean 
! the hair, but that blessed doctrine touching 
j falsehood. What are you writing with j'our pencil 
i under tlie last words of Riego? 

I 8aez. * Oloria Deo in excel sis.* 

Rey Netto, Kyne eleison ! mater aTnahilis / 

Saez. Your Majesty should not have crossed 
yourself at Deo ; but only at denionio, or erctico, 
or constitucionoU. 

Rey Netto. Father, what have you been eating] 
Your garlic, I think, smells of mutton. 

Saez. I only added a few ounces of mutton, as 
many of beef, pork, and veal, svith a little virgin 
oil and garvances, and. having finished them, laid 
down my Rpoon and fork upon the plate as the 
clock was striking. 

Rey Netto. You are truly religious ; but godli- 
ness and garlic can not always keep down virgin 
oil and garvances. 

Saez. I muBt go to the mineral waters. 

Rey Netto, Come with me to Sacedon. 

Saez. They report that those of Toledo are good 
for the stomach. 

Rey Netto, I would make you archbishop, if my 
&mily could do without it . . and beside, I want 
you about me. You must always be my spiritual 
guide, my confessor. 

Saez. No office is so glorious as that of guiding 
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tbe conscience of my king, to extricate him from 
the machinatione of his enemies, to examine his 
laws and treaties, to controul his judges, to awe 
and regulate the Council of Castile, to provide 
that his taxes he punctually paid and honestly 
expended, and, above all, to provide that the 
royal house be maintained in its ancient dignity 
and lustre. 

i?ey Netto, That is to be minister. 

8aez> Confessors must always rule ministers. 

Jiey Netto. I luivc scarcely any money : it would 
save me something if you would exercise both 
offices. « 

Saez. I am too pbor : I can not give cabinet- 
dinners. Cooks are the presidents of wars and 
treaties ; turtles arc the seals, and services of plate 
the wax. 

JRey Netto. I do, not hear tliat any cook is a pre- 
sident ; objections have been raised even against 
violinists and valets. As to hereditary wealth or 
poverty, take ten of the leading men in Europe, , 
and you will find cither them or their fathers 
void of all inheritance. Even the honour of 
paternity, as to some of them, is still in abeyance ; 
they have risen by the siiinc merits as will raise 
you, without your piety and devotion. Faithful 
to the good cause, they have soon deserted their 
first admirers, who fonsootli cried up their liberal [ 
principles. j 

Saez. These principles are not so much amiss 
when two gentlemen have hut a pair of breeches 
between them, but everyone who has a pair to him- 
self, and common sense, is ashamed of acknow- 
ledging that thej’ were ever his. 

Key Netto. Several of these gentlemen the kings 
my brothers have even made their cousins : some 
arc dukes. For instance FoucIk* and Savary, 
and the Gascon wdiom 3^ou mentioned just now, 
and whom his Most Christian Majesty would have 
made running-footman to an ambassador ; but he 
humbly represcntc<l tl?at, being born among rocks, 
ho could not run upon level ground. My brother 
of France, the best natiircd man in the world, 
happened tlicn to be patting the breast of a plump 
and fre.sh pl licked pullet. He changed his royal 
resolution, and made a running-footman of the 
intended ambassador, and an ambassador of the 
intended running-footman. This, I understand, 
has dra^vn closer the tics of affinity between his 
Most Christian Majesty and his Most Mahometan, 
who feels himself highly complimented by the 
gradual adoption of bis political system in every 
court of Europe. 

Saez. U is much to be feared that the French 
will corrupt our people by their flu^s and fiddles; 
and they arc so fond too of chattering and of 
scribbling, that 1 should not wonder if, deliverers 
as they call themselves, they drew their pens 
against us, proving this thing and disproving that. 
Where demonstrat ions come in the van, remon- 
strations come in the rear. 

Bey Netto. Keither the fiddle-bow nor flute can 
overthrow us ; but Heaven deliver u.s from the 
ikarpness of the pen and from the wiliness of de- 


monstration 1 W e have Chateaubriand on our side^ 
if we can trust Mm. 

Saez. The scholars on other benches may make 
a clatter and a clamour : the treasury-bench is the 
only bench that stands firm. As for Chateaubriand, 
he is not half so |■ •rcat a rogue as he would make 
you believCjhe is. He wishes the world to forget 
that he was an author of voyages and novels, pas- 
quinades and puffs, and is ambitious of livMUng 
the Fouches : a sort of ambition very natural to 
people who leave the pamphlet for the port- 
folio, *ihe common reading-room for the kii^g’s 
cabinet. According to M. Talleyrand, one of 
these royal cousins, by his own peculiar viriue, 
has anticipated what we .suppose may hereafter 
take place in heaven, by converting falsehood 
into tnjth. I hope, sire, it was not the same 
person who swore that Napoleon was innocent as - 
a child 1 

Bey Netto. Between ourselves, there are worse 
men than Don Napoleon. I was never better 
lodged or better fed than at 'Vallancoy. Don 
Napoleon gave me the most ])eautiful watch I ever 
! saw, together with five seals, at parting. One of 
I them plan's chimes : you have nothing to do but 
I to saj" three pofernodere and wind it u*^), and it 
j will chime of its own accord. The j^ame Don 

I Napoleon too gave me other things : a coral cru- 
cifix, which coral was Once white, but became red 
through the blood of our Redeemer : a silver grid- 
iron, the original of that on which the blessed 
Saint Jjoreiizo sufl’ered martyrdom : and a rosary 
as miraculous as the chiming seal, good against 
muskct-balls and pleurisies. But Prince Talley- 
rand, who was present, told mo T must not tempt 
God by catching cold, nor b^' exposing my sacred 
person in battle. For none of these things was 
there any stipulation made by ray brothers of the 
Moly Alliance. It is true Don Napoleon laughed 
at mo when he caught me first. Tliis is natural. 

I I laughed at him when he was caught, 

Saez. The heretics did not punish him as they 
ought to have done. i. 

Bey Netto. They miglit at least have pinched 
him and .stuck a needle under his nail. But these 
kings, God help them ! have little power at pre- 
sent. They aie Lept in jeopardy by the constitu- 
tionalists, and are deprived of their confessors. 
Kyrie eleison! mater amahilis! 

Saez. It will not l)c long so. All the princes 
in Europe, constitutional or legitimate, have one 
mind, one administration. Those of their mi- 
nisters who talk the most boldly, talk by permis- 
sion ; and it is understood, as yom Majesty 
knows, that it is only to delude the people and 
keep them quiet. What was done at Naples, has 
been done at Cadiz, is doing in Greece, and will 
be done in America. Legitimate kii^s have no 
surer coac^utors than the ministers of constitu- 
tional, These know by experience that the people 
is a football, that it is fed with air, and that the 
party which kicks it farthest is the winner. They 
have begun to learn something from us. 

B^ Netto. But they are so ungrateful as not to 
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ftcicnowledge it As for religion, I have no hope 
of them : they care not wbethel God laughs or 
cries .* they do nothing for his glory : no proces- 
sions, no autoa da no embroidery, no artificial 
fiowers, no head-dresses, no canopies, no candles. 
Surely, for the sake of keepiul^ up appearances 
with him, they might paint a couj^le of poles 
white, stick a wick on the top, and place one on 
each side of him at. the altar, as they do in Italy, 
where piety of late years is grown frugal. 

Saez. Again and again ought we to yendcr 
thanks to the mother of God for our deliver- 
ance from the worst of them, as we did when 
they followed the French across the Pyrenees, and 
left our beloved country without stain. 

Rey Netio. Kyric eleimn! jubilate domiuo! 
Kyrie eleison / Ajiien de profundis ! Avum dico 
vobia. XTnus ve^lrum, umut vestrum traditunut 
tst me. Jubilate domiiw. Kyrie eleison ! 

blaez. 1 do not despair of seeing the day, when 
the Parliament of Fhiglaiid, like ^lat of France, 
will serve only to register royal edicts, and when 
her kings shall recommend to colleges and cathe- 
drals the sound doctors of Salamanca. 

Ray Jietio. Sanguine tus are my hopes, 1 some- 
times am discouraged, and hardly can expect it. 
Heretics jre very stubborn : fire alone can soften 
and bend them. At prei^nt we are able but to 
treat them as ferrets, and sew their mouths up. 
On this achievement the sons of Saint Louis arc 
unanimously resolved. 

Saez. Faith, hope, and charity, are resplendent 
on your Majesty’s countenance, whose gracious 
smiles, like beams from heaven, announce the 
sertain accomplishment of your pious wishes. 

Rey Netto. I did not smile about sewing up 
their mouths like ferrets ; but, upon my life I can- 
not help laughing . . do you think itpracticabl(^? 
They must be careful in binding well both arms 
and feet. Now, my dear father, Don Victor, as 
there should always be some person to seize the 
legs of the criminal who is hanged, could not 1 be 
so disguised as to perforJi the office, and nobody 
know it 1 The hand of a man who dies by the 
halter is a cure for some diseases ; a mere touch 
effects it. The leg of Riego, ]julled as I should 
pull it, would to me be a panacea, like the milk 
of Saint Catharine’s neck, or the oil running 
from her body. 

SuAiz. If his accomplices should ever hear of it, 
they would be exasperated to madness. 

Rey Ketto. I have ordered a Te JJeum to be 
sung for ^y deliverance, not only in Spain, but 
also in my kingdoms of America and India : this 
will bring them to reason. 

Scbez, Those flourishing kingdoms will, I trust, 
fiirmsh your Majesty with temporal no less than 
apiritual means of overcoming your enemies. 

Rey Netto. To encourage my brothers, the Holy 
Allies^ in their good intentions, and to reward 
them for their past services, I intend to open a 
free trade to^them with my kingdoms in both 
Indies ; providing however that no merca^jtile or 
other idiip sail nearer than within one mile of 


; Delhi and Mexico, so that the pestilential breath 
of heresy may not taint my people. Furthermore 
j I shall authorise my minister of grace and jus- 
: tice, to revoke all diplomas granted to physicians, 

I and all licenses to surgeons, by the pretended* 
I Cortes :* thus permitting every man to recover 
j the money he has paid in fees, taking back his 
j health in statu quo. 

I Saez. Sire, the great difficulty is the last, 
j Rey Netto. Long as I have resisted intorces* 

I sion for a general amnesty, 1 am at last inclined 
to grant that also, excluding those only who have 
bdrne arms against me, voted against me, w'ritten 
against me, and spoken agailist me. 

Saez. Generous resolution ! Your Majesty with 
good reason rubs your hands together, and tucks 
them comfortably between the knees. 

Rey Netto. The rogue Riego 1 I have found ; 
confessor for him. 

Saez. True Christian charity ! to think of our 
w'orst enemies in our hap])iest moments, and lo 
j provide for the safety of Uujir souls when the laws 
I demand them ! 

Rey Netto. Father Gil Ron cal le is the man : ho 
shall accompany him on the road, and never leave 
him. 1 warrant he will make him penitent 
enough, and as pale in five minutes as a qualresi- 
I mal fast could do. The father stank so, I had 
nearly lost the salvation of my soul by him. 

Saez. How, sire't 

Rey Netto. He stood before me and presented 
the eucharist : such a vapour came up with it into 
my mouth, I was within a hair s breadth of spit- 
ting out my Maker with chocolate and anchovies. 

Saez. lie would have pardoned an involuntary 
sin, at the inter<Jlission of his Church. 

Rey Netto. Involuntary sin ! what sin, father, 
may that be ? 

Saez. Unintentional. Those who commit nc 
voluntary sins, commit involuntary ; for without 
sin is none, not even the babe. Infants are bom 
in it. 

Rey Netto. That I knew before; but a little 
water, and some blessed words, and a cross, so it 
be not a Greek one . . . O wl\at mercy ’ 

Saez. Yes, we may all come into the right way, 
if our parents and nurses do not look about and 
chatter at the font, but hold our heads quiet, and 
take especial care we iievcr srieeze. 

Rey Netto. Would that quite undo it I 

Saez. Such a sign of contempt, so early ! there 
is no hope for it, no office appointed, no ceremony 
no procession. 

Rey Netto. This knowledge is more important 
than any other ; but you will be pleased and sur 
prised, no doubt, to hear, that I have a motu pro- 
prio, by which I can restore my finances and fill 
my treasury. 

Saez. SirOi I shall indeed rejoice to learn it. 

Rey Netto. As king of the Indices where the 
people are more tractable than in America, I shall 
propose to my vassal the Great Mogul, his inde> 

♦ Incredible m It may Mem* this ordinance vra** lAsiiAd. 
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pondence of my crown, on condition that he Sa^, Your Majesty would perhaps have said 
pays me immediately onoi hundred million of dol- de facto, * 

lars, and twenty million yofxi’Iy for ever. From JRey NcUo, We kings confuse these terms : in* 
the English 1 shall demand no more than a deed they are immaterial. 

ifew millions, they being powerful and proud, Suez. The plan is admirable : the only difficulty 
and disinclined to acknowledge ray sovranty is in the cxecuti(jn. It must ripen a short time 
de jure / yet in your^^^Majesty’s royal mind. 


BENIOWSKI AND APHANASIA. 

Aphana^ia. You are leaving us! you are leaving of thoSe two lovers who were buried in the same 
ns ! 0 Maurice, in these vast wildernesses are you grave 1 

then the only thing eruel ! Beniowahi, What two ? there have been seveiral. 

BenioivsJci Aphanasia I who, in the name of Aphanasia, Dearest, dearest Maurice I are 
Heaven, could have told you this 1 lovers then often so happy to the last 1 God will 

A phamiaia. Your sighs, when we met at lesson, be as good to us as to any ; for surely we trust in 
Bmioivaki. And may not an exile sigh ? Does him as much. Come, come along : let usTun to 
the merciless Catharine, the murderer of her hus- the sea the whole way. There is fondness in your 
band, does even she forbid it 1 Loss of rank I of sweet compassionate fece ; and yet I pray you 
estate, of liberty, of country ... do not look I 0 do not look^ at me ; 1 am so 

Aplujunasia. You had lost them, and still were ashamed. Take me, take me 'with you! let us 
happy. Did not you tell me that our studies were | away this instant. Loose me from your arms, 
your consolation, and that Aphanasia was your | dear Maurice ; let me go ; I will return again 
heart’s content 1 : directly. Forgive me ! hut forgive me ! do not 

Beniowahi. Innocence and youth should ever ! think me vile ! You do not ; I know you do not, 
be unsuspicious. , now you kiss me. ^ 

Aphanasia, I am then wicked in your eyes! i Beniowahi. Never will I consent to loose you, 
Hear me ! hear me ! It was no suspicion in mo. ! light of my deliverafice ! Let this unite ua 
Fly, Maurice ! fly, my beloved Maurice I my father i eternally, my sweet espoused Aphanasia ! 
knows your intention . . fly ! fly ! Aphanasia, Espoused ! 0 blessed day ! 0 light 

Beniowahi. Impossible! how know it? how from heaven! 1 could no longer be silent ; I could 
suspect it '( Speak, my sweet girl 1 be calm. not speak otherwise. The seas are very wide, 
Aphanasia. Only do not go while there is they tell me, and covered with rocks of ice and 
nothing under heaven but the snows and sea. mountains of snow for many versts, upon which 
Where will you find food ? who, .will chafe your there is not an aspin or birch or alder to catch 
hands ? who will warn you not to sleep lest you at, if the wind should blow hard. There is no 
should die ? and whose voice, can you tell me, ^e, nor berries, nor little birds tamed by the 
will help your smiles to waken you 1 Maurice, i frost, nor beasts asleep : and many days, and 
dear Maurice, only stay until the summer ; my I many long stormy nights, must be endured upon 
father will then have ceased to suspect you, and I j the waves, without food. Could you bear this 
may learn from you how to bear it. March, April, quite alone ? 

May , . three months are little . . you have been Beniowahi. Could tear it, Aphanasia? 

here throe months . . one faggot’s blaze ! Do Aphanasia. Alone I could not. 

promise me. I will throw myself on the floor, Beniowahi. Could you with me ? Think again , 

and ask my good kind father to let you leave us. we both must suffer. 

Beriimvaki. Aphanasia! are you wild? My Aphanasia. con we, Maurice! shall not 
do irest girl, abandon the idea 1 You ruin me ; you we die together ? Why do you clasp me so hard? 
cause my impi isonment, my deprivation of you, Benioivshi. Could you endure to see, hour after 
my death. ].«iKtcn to me : I swear to do nothing hour, the deaths and the agonies of the brave ? 
without you. How many deaths I what dreadful agonies 1 The 

Aphanasia. O yes ; you go without me. fury of thirst, the desperation of hunger ! To hear 

Beniowahi. 1 ’a infullcst of my thoughts ! no; their bodies plunged nightly into the unhallowed 
licre lot me live, here, lost, degraded, useless ; and deep . . but first, Aphanasia, to hear tlfem curse 
Aphanasia be the witness of nothing but my me as the author of their sufferings, the deluder 
ignominy. 0 God ! w^as I born for this ! is mine of an innocent and an inexperienced girl, drag- 
a light to set in this horizon ! ber with me to a watery grave, famished 

Aphanasia. I do not understand you : did you ghastly, so lovely and so joyous but the other day! 
pray ? May the saints of heaven direct you ! 0 my Aphanasia ! there are things which you 
But not to leave me ! have never heard, never should have heard^ and 

Beniowahi. 0 Aphanasia ! I thought you were must hear. You have read about the works of 
too reasonable and too courageous to shed tears : God in the creation. ♦ 

you did not weep before : why do you now 1 Aphanasia. My father could teach me thi|i 

Aphanasia. Ah why did you read to me, once, far : it* is in the Bible. 
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Benimoaki. You have read ** In hie image 
created he Man." 

Aphanasia. I thought it strange^ until 1 saw 
yon, Maurice I 

Bentomki. Strange then will jou think it that 
Man himself breaks this imago m his brother. 

Aphanasia Cain did, and was accufsed for it. 

Beniowski. We do, and are honoured; dis- 
honoured if we do not. This is yet distant from 
the scope of my discourse. You have heard the 
wolves and bears howl about our sheds? 

Aphanasia. 0 yes ; and I have been told that 
thev com^upon the ice into the sea. But I am 
novafraid of them : I will give you a signal when 
they are near us. 

Beniowahi. Hunger is sometimes so intolerable, 
it compels them to kill and devour one another. 

AphaTtasia. They are violent and hurtful crea- 
‘ tnres ; but that shocks mo. 

Beniowshi. What, if men did it ! 

Aplumasia, Merciful Redeemer j You do not 
mean devour each other ! 

Benimvahi. Hunger has driven men to this ex- 
tremity. You doubt my words : astonishment 
• turns yoi^pale : paler than ever. 

Aphanasia. I do believe you . , Was I then 
so pale? 4 know they kill one another when 
they are not famished ; cjn I wonder that they 
eat one another when they are? The cruelty 
would be loss even without the compulsion ; but 
the killing did not seem so strange to me, because 
I had heard of it before. 

Beniowski. Think ! our mariners may draw 
lots for the victim, or may seize the weakest. 

Aphanasia. I am the weakest : ' what can you 
say How ? O foolish girl to have spoken it. You 
have hurt, you have hurt your forehead ! Do 
not stride away from me thus wildly ! do no| 
throw back on me those reproaching, those terri- 
fying glances ! Have the sailors no better hopes 
of living, strong as they are, and accustomed to 
the hardships and dangers of the ocean ? 

Beniowski. Hopes UkSc are alw'ays. 

Aphanasia. Why then do you try to frighten 


me with what is not and may not ever be ? why 
look as if it pained you to be kind to me ? Do 
you retract thb promise yet warm upon your lips i 
Would you render the sea itself more horrible 
than it is? Am I ignorant that it has whirl- 
pools and monsters in its bosom ; and storms and 
tempests that will never let it rest ; and revenge- 
ful and remorseless men, that mix each other's 
blood in its salt waters, when cities and solitudes 
are not vast enough to receive it. The sea is in- 
deed a very frightful thing : I will look away 
from it : I protest to you I never will be sad or 
frightened at it, if you will but let me go with 
you. If you will not, 0 Mauticc, I shall die with 
fear; I shall never see you again, though you 
return . . and you will so wish to see me I For 
you will grow kinder when you are away. 

Beniotrski. 0 Aphanasia ! little know you me 
or yourself ! 

Aphaiimia. While you arc with me, I know 
how dearly I love you : when you arc absent I 
can not think it half, so many sighs and sorrow's 
interrupt me ! And you will love me very much 
when you are gone ! Even this might pain you : 
do not let it ! No ! you have promised : ’twas I 
who had forgotten it, not you. 

How your heart beats ! These are your tears 
I upon my hair and shoulders. 

I Beniowski. May they be the last we shall 
I mingle I 

I Aphanasia. Let me run then and embrace 
my father : if he does not bless me, you ought 
not. 

Beniowski. Aphanasia, I will not refuse you 
even what would disunite us. Let me too stay 
and perish ! « 

Aphanasia. Ah my most tender, moat confiding 
father I must you then weep for me, or must you 
hate me I 

Beniowski. You shall meet again ; and soon 
perhaps. I promise it. The seas will spare us. 
He who inspires tho heart of Aphanasia, will pre 
i serve her days. 


ROMILLY AND PERCEVAL. 


BomUly. Perceval, 1 congratulate you on your 
appointment. 

Perceval. It is an arduous one, Romilly, and the 
more after such eloquent men a.s have preceded 

me. 

Romilly. Whatl and do you too place eloquence 
in the first rank among the requisites of a minis- 
ter 1 Pitt, who could speak fluently three hours 
together, came about us like the tide along the 
L^cashire sands, always shallow, but always just 
l^h enough to drown us. 

Perceval. Despise him as you may, he did great 
things. 

BomiUy. Indeed he did : he made the richest 
nation in the world the most wretched, the 
poorest the most powerful 


Perceval. He was unfox'tur»*^tc, 1 acknowledge it, 
on the Continent. 

Bomilly. Like the Apparition in the 
he put the right foot upon the sea, and the left 
j upon the land, but in such a manner that they 
could not act in concert. 

Perceval, He was placed among the immortals 
while living. 

BomiCty. And there are clubs expressly formed 
I for the purpose of irrigating this precious plant of 
i immortality with port and claret. They or their 
! fathers sprang up rapidly in their obscurity under 
I the rank litter of the improvident husbandman. 
He was called immortal by those w'ho benefited 
from him, the word God on such occasion.s being 
obsolcfte. 
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Perceval, T do not go so far to call him, what 
some do, heavenly and godlike. 

Pomilly. Ido. 

Perceval. How ' yov I 

Momilly. Yes : men who have much to give are 
very like God ; and the more so when the sun of 
their bounty shincH on the unworthy no less than 
on the worthy. However he was eloquent, if faci- 
lity in speaking is eloquence. When we were 
together in the law-courts, it was reasonable enough 
to consider our tongues as the most valuable parts 
of us, knowing that their motion or quiescence 
would be purchased by dignities and emolumeftts; 
but the present tifnes require men of business, 
men of firmness, men of consistency, men of pro- 
bity ; and what is first-rate at the bar is but aecond- 
T^te on the council-board. 

Perceiycd. I should be glad of your assistance, 
our opinions being in general alike. 

Jttomilly. We could not take the same side on 
civil and criminal causes, neither can we, for the 
same reason, in the House of Commons. Which- 
ever may win, wo will both lead, if you please. 

Perceval. I understand you, and cannot but 
commend your determination. Yet, my dear 
llomilly, although there have been many Whig 
oppositions, there never has been and (in the pre- 
sent state of things) never will be a Whig ministry. 
The post regulates the principles. 

Romilly. A ministry of such virtue as to carry 
Whig principles into the cabinet, I fear there 
never will be, however much I wish it. Yet on 
certain points disconnected from party, there is 
no reason why we two .should disagree : I will sup- 
port you in your favourite plan. 

Perceval. What is that 'I 

Romilly. To soften the rigour of the penal sta- 
tutes. 

Perceval. I once thouglit it necessary, or at least 
advisable. My colleagues oppose it, feeling that, 
if reform is introduced, it may reach at last the 
Court of Chancery, and lend to diminish the dig- 
nity of the first office under the crown. 

Romilly. In England there is no dignity but 
wliat is constituted by possessions. If you would 
propose a grant of fifty or sixty thousand pounds 
.i-year to the present chancellor, to indemnify him 
fur the losses he would sustain by regulating his 
court, I am convinced he would not oppose you. 

Perceval. The people arc turbulent, and might 
dislike the grant, reasonable as it must appear to 
any unprejudiced man. But the principal objec- 
tion is, that an inquiry would exhibit to the world 
such a mass of what wc have been lately taught to 
call abuses, as must greatly tend to alienate the 
affections of the people from the institutions of 
their country. 

Romilly. Fees are ticklish things to meddle 
with, forms are venerable, and silk gowns are non- 
conductors of inquiry into courts of chancery. I 
confine myself to the criminal statutes; and would 
diminish the number of capital offences, which is 
greater in England, I imagine, than the light and 
heavy put together in the tables of Solon or N unm. 


I Nay, I am ready to believe that Draco himself did 
j not punish so ihany with blood as we do, although 
I he punished with blood every one indiscriminately. 

1 Perceval. You can adduce no proof, or rather no 
support, of this paradox. 

Romilly. A fcgiciaii will accept many things 
which a Xiwyer would reject, and a moralist will 
attend to some which would be discountenanced 
by the logician. Let me remark to you that we 
punish with death certain offences which Draco did 
not qven note as crimes, and many others had not 
yet sprung up in society. On the former position 
I need not expatiate ; on the latter me recall 
to your memory the vast number of laws on various 
I kinds of forgery ; and having brought them before 
you, let me particularly direct your attention to 
that severe one on fraudulent ])ankruptcy^ ^ , 

Perceval. Severe one ! there at least we differ. 

If any crime deserves the punishment of death, 
surely this does. Is it not enough that a creditor 
loses the greajtcr part perhaps his property, by 
the misfortune or imprudence of another, without 
losing the last farthing of it by the same man’s 
dishonesty 1 

Romilly. Enough it is, and more than enougli :* 
but lines of distinction arc drawn on murder, and 
even on the wilful and malicious. • 

Perceval. There indeed they may be drawn cor- 
rectly. Malice may arise from injury, more or less 
grievou.s, more or less recent; revenge may be 
delayed and meditated a longer time or a shorter, 
and may be perpetrated with more or less atrocity ; 
but rarely is it brought to maturity in the coolness 
of judgment. The fraud under consideration not 
only is afore- thought ; it is formed and grounded 
upon calculation. You remember a trial at War- 
wick, or rather the report of it, the result of which 
,wa8, that a sergeant-major, an elderly man, of 
irreproachable character antecedently, as was 
proved by the testimony of his superior officer 
who had knoAvn him for twenty years, was con- 
demned to be hanged (and not by Bullor) for stab- 
bing a young reprobate who had insulted and 
struck him. It was proved that he ran up-stairs 
for his sword, in order to commit the crime. This 
hardly was a^r^-thought, and certainly was un- 
calculated. 

Romilly. It is probable that if he had run down- 
stairs, instead of up-stairs, his life would not have 
been forfeited ; or even if his counsel had proved 
that the mounting of the stairs could have been 
performed in five steps, as I am inclined to think 
it might by an outraged man. But it appeared to 
the judge, on the evidence before him, and per- 
haps on thinking more about his own staircase 
than about the staircase of an ale-house, that time 
sufficient had elapsed for his anger to subside and 
cool. 

Perceval. We have seen judges themselves iHio 
required a longer time for their anger to subside 
and cool, though sitting at their ease upon the 
cushion, to deliberate on matters where, if life was 
not stake, property and character were ; and 
not the property and character of drunkards and 
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teprobateB^ but of gentlemen in their own profes- ‘ them : he is anxious to provide for it more amply 
•ion, their equals in birth and education, in honour than bis paternal estate or his wife’s property will 
and abilities. l allow : he enters into business : from unskilfulncss, 

MomiUy, Dear Perceval, you have forgotten your , from the infidelity of agents, or from a change in 
new dignity; however I will not betray you. Wc | the times and in the channels of commerce, he 
are treating this matter a little ilore loosely than ^ must become a bankrupt : his creditors are inex- 
we should do in parliament, but more openly and j orable. 

fairly. After an acquaintance and, 1 am proud i Perceval. That may happen : he is much to be 
to say it, a friendship of twenty-seven years, 1 i pitied : I see no remedy. 

think you will give me credit for some soundness | Pomilly. Speaking of those things which arise 
of principle. ^ | from our civil institutions, whatever is to be pitied 

Perceval. If any man upon earth possesses it. : is to be remedied. The greatest evils and the most 

Rwnilly. Then I will offer to you, if not as my : lasting arc the perverse fabrications of unwise 

opitfion, at^least as a subject worth reflection and , policy, but neither their magnitude nor their dura- 

consideration, whether even a virtuous man, about , tion are proofs of their immobility. They are 
to fall into bankruptcy, may not commit a fraud, , proofs only that ignorance and indflerence have 


far. The question (you must pardon me) is not wrongs. The wrongs in all cases may be redressed, 
only inconsiderate^ but contradictory ; the thing the interests may bo Irausplan^ed. Prudence and 
impossible. Your problem, in otiicr figures, is patience do the work effectually, 
this ; whether a man may not be at once vicious I must proceed, although 1 see close before me 
and virtuous, a rogue and honest man : for you do the angle of divergence in our opinions. 

.not put a case in thi.s manner, whether one who has | I will not attempt to run away with your afb c- 
hitherto been always honest, may not commit a i tions, Perceval ; I will not burst into the midst of 
capital crime, and afterward be honest again. A j your little playful family, beginning to number it, 
useless question even thus, ^amoiig those which a j and forgetting my intent, at the contemplation of 
Wiseman need not, and a scrupulous man would : its happiness, its innocence, its beauty. I will 
not, discuss. For the limits that separate us from remove on the contrary every image of grief from 
offences ought not to be too closely under our the house of my two sufferers; I will suppose the 
eyes : a largo space of neutral ground should be I boys and girls too young (just at? yours arc) for 
left betwixt. Part of mankind, like boys and i sorrow; I will Kiipposotbc mother not exjtressing 
hunters, bysccing a hedgcsbefore them, arc tempted i it by tears, or wringing of hands, or frantic cries, 
to leap it, only because it is one. Whenever we j or dumb desperation, or in any other way that 
doubt whether a thing may bo done, let us resolve ; might move you,i)ut so devoted to her husband as 
that it may not. I speak as a moralist, by no | for Ins sake to cover it with smiles, and to engulf 
means as an instructor : in the former capacity aHi it in the aby8sc.s of a broken heart. Yet I cannot 
may speak to all : in the latter, none to you. Ex- j make him, who is a man as we are, ignorant of her 
cuse me however, my dear llomilly, if in this : thoughts and feelings, ungrateful to her affection, 
instance I tell you plainly, that the joints of your I past and present, or iudifTcrent to licr future lot. 
logic seem to me to have been relaxed by your ( Obduracy and cruelty press upon him from one 
philanthropy. ^ I side, on the other are conjugal tenderness and 

Romilly. There are questions which may be parental love. A high and paramount s. rise of 
investigated by two friends in private, and which justice too supervenes. What L, Ilm) received 
I would on no account lay before the public in with his partner in misfortune, his conscleuce tells 
their rank freshness and fulness.* fn like manner him, is hers ; he had received it before lie had re- 
there are substaiiecs, the chief nutriment of W'hole ceived anything from his creditors; he collects 
nations, which arc poison until prepared. I would the poor remains of it, and placf'.< them apart. 
appeal to the judgment ami tlie heart together. Unused to fallacy an l concealment, the unla\\ fid 
He is the most iriischicvous of incendiaries who act is discovered; the criminal is seized, im; ri- 
inflamcH the heart against the judgment, and he soned, brought out before the judge. Sunday, rlio 
k the most ferocious of schismatics wlio divides day of rest from labour, the day formerly of iiis 
the judgment from the heart. My argument, if it innocent projects, of his pleasantest walks, of visits 
carried such weight with it as to lay the fouiida- from friends and kindred, of greeting, iind uiinm, 
tion of a law, would render many men more com- and hospitality, and gladness; Sunday, the day 
passionate (which, after all, is the best and greatest on which a man’s own little ones are dearer to him, 
thing we can do on earth), and it would render no are more hio own, than on other days . . Sunday 
man fraudulent. is granted to him. A further act of grace is 

Suppose a young gentleman to have married a extended . . his widow may bury him, and Iiis 
,girl equal to himself in fortune, and that in the children may learn their letters on his tombstone, 
confidence of early affection, or by the improvi- Perceval. What can be done] We are always 
denoe of her parenk, or from any other cause;.thcre changing our laws. 

k no icttlement. A family springs up around j Romilly. A proof how inconsiderately we enaot 


such as by our laws and practice is irrcmissibly j slept profoundly in the chambers of tyranny, and 
capital f I that many interests have grown up, and seeded, 

Perceval. There, my dear Uomilly, you go too ! and twisted their roots, in the crevices of many 
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them. 1 verily do believe that a balloon by flying trustees for the benefit of herself and her children 
over the House would empty it ; so little sense of by that marriage. 

public good or of national dignity is left among us. . Perceval, The motion would do you honour. 

What I would propose is this. I would, in; I williBtf:ly cede the honour to you. We 

such cases, deduct the widow’s third from the 1 who are out of phice are suspected of innovation ; 
bankrupt's property, and place it the hands -jf or are well-meaniiig men, but want practice. 


JOSEPH SCALIGER 

Montaigne. What could have brought you, M. 
de I’Escale, to visit the old man of the mountain, 
other than a good heart? 0 how delighted find 
charmed 1 am to hear you speak such excellent 
gascon.* You rise early, I see : you must have 
risen with the sun, to be here at this hour : it is 
a stout half-hour’s walk from the brook. I have 
capital white wine, and the best cheese in Au> 
vergne. You saw the goats and the two cows 
Wore the castle. 

Pierre, thou hast done well: set it upon the 
table, and tell Mitster Matthew to split a couple 
of chickens and broil them, and to pepper but 
one. Do you like pepper, M. de I’Escale ? 

Scaliger. Not much. 

MimUiigne. Hold bard I let the pepper alone : 

1 hate it. Tell him to broil plenty of ham ; only 
tivo slices at a time, upon his salvation. 

Scatiger. This, I perceive, is the antechamber 
to your library : here arc your overy-day books. 

Montaigne. Faith ! I have no other. These are 
plent3% mefchinks ; is not that your opinion? 

Scaliger. You have great resources within your- 
self, and therefore can do with fewer. 

Montaigne. Why, how many now do you think 
here may be ? 

Scaliger. I did not believe at first that there 
could be above fourscore. 

Montaigjie. Well! are fourscore few? are we 
talking of peas and beans ? 

Scaliger. I and my father (put together) have 
vrritten well-nigh as many, 

Montaigne. Ah to write them is quite another 
thing : but one reads books without a spur, or even | 
a pm from our lady Vanity. How do you like ] 
my wine ? it comes from tlie little knoll yonder : 
you cannot see the vines : those chesnut trees are 
between. 

Scaliger. The wine is excellent ; light, odorife- 
rous, witli a smartness like a sharp child's prattle. 

Montaigne. It never goes to the head, nor pulls 
the ne^vo^, which many do as if they were guitar- , 
strings. I drink a co\iple of bottles a-day, winter j 
and summer, and never am the worse for it. You 
gentlemen of the Agonnois have better in your 
province, and indeed the very best under the sun. 

I do not wonder that the parliament of Bordeaux 
should be jealous of their privileges, and call it 
Bordeaux. Now, if you prefer your own country 
wine, only say it : I have several bottles in my 
cellar, with corks as long as rapiers, and as po- 
lished. I do .not know, M. de I’Escalo, whether 

*«Ma etalt fort cloqucnte vn (oittcon.** 
firana, p. 332. 


AND MONTAIGNE. 

I you are parti(;ular in these matters : not quite, I 
should imagine, so great a judge in them as in 
others ? 

Scaliger. I know three things; Wine, 
and the world.* 

Montaigne. You know one too many, then., I 
hardly know whether I know anything about 
poetry ; for I like Clem Marot better than Ron-* 
sard; Ronsard is so plaguily stiff and stately, 
where there is no occasion for it ; I verily do think 
the man must have slept with l^iis wife in a cuirass. 

Scaliger, Hb had no wife : he was an abbt at 
Tours. 

Montaigne. True ; true ; being an abbe he could 
never have one, and never want one ; particularly^, 
at Tours, where the women profess an especial 
I calling and most devotional turn for tbe religious. 

! Scatiger. It pleases me greatly that you like 
I Marot. llis version of the Psalim is lately set to 
j mu.sic,an(l added to the Testamenl of Geneva. 

Montaigne, It is putting a slice of honeycomb 
into a barrel of vinegar, which will never grow 
the sweeter for it. 

Scaliger. Surely you dp not think in this fashion 
of the Nev) Testament I 

Montaigne. W ho supposes it ? Whatever is mild 
and kindly, is there. But Jack Calvin has thrown 
bird-lime and vitriol upon it, and whoever but 
touches the cover, dirties his fingers or bums them. 

Scaliger. Calvin is a very great man, I do assure 
you, M. de Montaigne. 

Montaigne. I do not like your very great men 
who beckon me to them, call me their begotten, 
their dear child, and their entrails, and if I happen 
to say on any occasion, ** I beg leave, sir, to die- 
sent a little from you,” stamp and ciy, “ The 
I devil you do 1 and whistle to the executioner. 

Scaliger. You exaggerate, my worthy friend I 

Montaigne. Exaggerate do I? M. de I’Escalel 
What was it he did the other day to the poor 
devil there with an udd name 1 Melancthon I 
think it is. 

Scaliger. I do not know* ; 1 have received no in- 
telligence of late from Geneva. 

Montaigne. It was but last night that our ourftte 
rode over from Lyons (he made two days of it, as 
you may suppose) and supped with me. He told 
me that Jack had got his old friend hanged and 
burnt. I could not join him iu the joke, for I 
find none such in the yew Testament^ on which 
I he would liave founded it, and, if it is one, it Se 
not in my manner or to mv taste. 

♦ •• i»« ciuiniiiM eii trou. cIionck, uon In at It, *n 

poett, etjuger ties person net ” Scalifferana, p . 3:^. 
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BodUgir. I cannot well believe the report, my 
dear SIX. He was rather urgent indeed on the 
combustion of the heretic Micbhel Servetus some 
years past. 1 

Mon;t4iigw, A thousand to (me, my spiritual 
guide mistook the name. Ho ms hoard of both, 
I warrant him, and thinks in his conacionce that 
either is as good a roast as the other. 

Bcodiger. Theologians are proud and intolerant, 
and truly the farthest of all men from theology, 
if theology means the rational sense of religion, 
or indeed has anything to do with it in any way. 
Melancthon was the very best of the reformers ; 
qui®t, sedSte, charitable, intrepid, firm in friend- 
ship, ardent in faith, acute in argument, and pro- 
^ found in learning. 

MontaigTie. Who cares about his argumentation 
• or his Ibarning, if he was the rest 1 

Scaliger. I hope you will suspend your judg- 
ment on this afiair, until you receive some more 
certain and positive information. 

Montaigne, 1 (jah believe it of the Sicur Calvin. 

Seediger. I cannot. John Calvin is a grave man, 
orderly and reasonable. 

^ MotUa^ne, In my opinion he has not the order , 
nor the reason of my cook. Mat never took a | 
man for a |ucking-pig, cleaning and scraping and ; 
buttering and roasting him ; nor ever twitched ■ 
Ck)d by the sleeve and swofe he should not have ' 
his own way. 

Scaliger. M. de Montaigne, have you ever 
studied the doctrine of predestination 1 

Montaigne. I should not understand it, if I had ; , 
and I would not breal^ through an old fence | 
merely to get into a cavern. I would not give a | 
fig or a fig-leaf to know the truth of it, as far as j 
any man can teach it me. Would it make me j 
honester or happier, or, in other things, wiser] 

Scaliger, I do not know whether it would mate- ' 
rially. 

Montaigne, 1 should be an egregious fool then 
to care about it. Our disputes on controverted 
points have filled the country with missionaries 
and cut-throats. Both parties have shown a dis- 
position to turn this comfortable old house of 
mine into a fortress. If I had inclined to either, 
the other^would have done it. 'Cofiie walk about 
it with me ; after a ride you can do nothing better 
to take ofiT fatigue. 

Scaliger, A most spacious kitchen f 

Montaigne. Look up ! 

Scaliger. You have twenty or more flitches of 
bacon hanging there. 

Montaigne, And if I had been a doctor or a 
captain, 1 should have had a cobweb and predesti- 
nation in the place of them. Your soldiers of 
the religion on the one side, and of the good old 
fmth on the other, would not have left unto me 
safe and sound even that good old woman there. 

Scaliger, 0 yes they would, I hope. 

Ua WooMn, Why dost giggle, Mat) What 


should he know about the business ? He speaks 
mighty bad French, and is as spiteful as the devil. 
Praised be God, we have a kind master, who 
thinks about us, and feels for us. t 

Scaliger. Upon my word, M. de Montaigne, this 
gallery is an interesting one. 

Montaigne. I can show you nothing but m> 
bouse and my dairy. We have no chase in the 
month of May, you know . . unless you would like 
to bait the badger in the stable. This is rare 
sport in rainy days. 

Scaliger. Are you in earnest, M. de Montaigne ) 

Montaigne. No, no, no, I cannot afford to worry 
him outright ; only a little Icr pastime . . a morn- 
ing’s merriment for the dogs and wenches. 

Scaliger. You really are then of so happy a 
temperament that, at your time of life, you can 
be amused by baiting a badger ! 

Mo7itaigrir. Why not ] Your father, a wiser and 
graver and older man than I am, was amused by 
baiting a professor or critic. 1 have not a dog in 
the konncl that would treat tlie badger worse 
than brave Julius treated Cardan and Krasmus, 
and some dozens more. We are all childish, old 
as well as young ; and our very last tooth would 
fain stick, M. de I’Eseale, in some tender place of 
a neighbour. Boys laugh at a person wlio falls 
in the dirt ; men laugh rather w hen they make 
him fall, and most when the dirt is of their own 
! laying. 

I Is not the gallery rather cold, after the kitchen ] 

I We must go through it to get into the court 
where I keep my tamo rabbits : the stable is hard 
by : come along, come along. 

Scaliger. Permit me to look a little at those 
banners. Some pf them are old indeed. 

Montaigne. Upon my word, I blush to think I 
never took notice how they are tattered. I have 
no fewer than three women in the house, and in 
a summer’s evening, only two hours long, the 
worst of these rags might have been darned across. 

Scaliger. You would not have done it surely ! 

Montaigne. I am not over-thrifty . . the women 
might have been better employed. It is as well 
as it is then ; ay ? 

Scaliger, I think bo. 

Montaigne, So be it. 

Scaliger, They remind me of my own family, 
we being descended from tlu' great Cane della 
Scala, prince of Verora, and from the* house of 
Hapsburg,* as you must have heard from my 
father. 

Montaigne. What signifies it to the worM 
whether the great Cane was tied to his grnud- 
mother or not? As for the house of Hapsburg, 
if you could put together as many such houses as 
would make up a city larger than Cairo, they 
would not be worth his study, or a sheet of paper 
on the table of it. 

* ** Deisoendimus ex fili& Gomltig Hapeburgensis " Seali 

gerana, p. SU. 
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ANACREON AND POLYCRATBiS. 


Polycraies. Embrace me, my brother poet. 

Anacreon, What have you written, Polycrates 1 

Polycratea. Nothing. But invention is the pri- 
maiy part of ub ; and the mere finding of a brass 
ring in tho belly of a dogfish, has afforded me a 
fine episode in royalty. You could not have made 
Bo much out of it. 

Anacreon. I have heard various stories Ciis 
morning about the matter : and, to say the truth, 
my curiosity led me hither. 

Polycrates. It was thus. I ordered my cook to 
open, in the presence of ten or twelve witnesses, a 
fat mullet, and to take out of it an emerald ring, 
which 1 had laid aside from the time when, as you 
may remember, 1 felt some twitches of the gout 
in my knuckle. 

Anacreon. The brass ring was really found in 
a fish some time ago ; might not a second seem 
suspicious 1 And with what object is this emerald, 
one extracted from such another mine 1 

Polycrates. To prove the constancy and immu- 
tability of my fortune. It is better for a prince to 
be fortunate than wise : people know that his for- 
tune may be communicated, his wisdom not ; and, 
if it could, nobody would take it who could as 
readily carry off a drachma. In fact, to be fortu- 
nate is to be powertul, and not only without the 
danger of it, hut without the displeasure. 

A nacrcon. jM inisters are envied, princes never ; 
because envy can exist there only where something 
(as people think) may be raided or destroyed. 
You were proceeding very smootldy with your re- 
flections, Polycrates, but, with all their profundity, 
arc you unaware that mullets do not eat such 
tilings'^ 

Polycrates. True; the people however swallow 
anything ; and, the further out of the course of 
nature the action is, the greater name for good 
fortune, or riitlicr for the favour of divine provi- 
dence, shall J acquire. 

Anacreon. Is tliat the cook yonder? 

Polycrates. Yes ; and he also has had some share 
of the same gifts. I have rewarded him with an 
Attic talent : he seems to be laying the gold pieces 
side by side, or in lines and quincunxe.s, just as if 
they were so many dishes. 

A mwrton. I go to him and see . . . By Jupiter! 
my friend, you have made no bad kettle of fish of 
it to-day . . . 1'he fellow does not hear me. Let 
us hope, Polycrates, that it may not break in turn- 
ing out. If your cook was remunerated so mag- 
nificently, what must you have done for the 
fisherman ! 

Polycrates. He was paid the price of his fish. 

A nacreon. Royally said and done ! Your former 
plan was more extensive. To feign that a brazen 
ring was the ring of Gyges is indeed in itself no 
great absurdity ; but to lay claim to the kingdom 
of Lydia by the possession of it, was extravagant. 


Croesus is unwarlike and weak, confident and su- 
percilious, gaud you had prepared the minds of his 
officers by your liberality, not to mention the pity 
and sorrow we put together over our wine, ready 

pour it forth on the bleeding hearts of his sub- 
jects, treated so ungenerously for their fidelity. 
Still J^our own people might require, at least once 
a-year, the proof of your invisibility in public by 
putting on the brazen ring. ^ • 

Polycrates. I had devised as much : nothing is 
easier than an optical deception, at the distance > 
that kings on solemn occasions keep from the 
people. A cloud of inceiisc rising from under the * 
floor through several small apertures, and other 
contrivances were in readiness. But I abandoned 
my first design, and thought of conquering Lydia, 
instead of clailning it from inlftjritance. For, the 
ring of a fisherman sv^iild be too impudent a 
fabrication, in the claim of a kingdom or even of 
a village, and my word upon oilier occasions might 
be doubted. Croesus is superstitious : "there are" 
those about him who will persuade hin^not to con- 
tend with a man so signally under the protection 
of the Gods. ' 

A nacreon. Cannot you lay aside all ideas of in- 
vasion, and rest quiet and contented here ? 

Polycrates. No man, 0 Anacreon, can rest any- 
where quiet in his native country who has deprived 
his fellow-citizens of their liberties; contented 
are they only who have taken nothing frpm an- 
other; and few even of those. As, by eating much 
habitually, we render our bodies by degrees ttapa- 
cious of more, and uncomfortable without it, so, 
^fter many acquisitions, wc think new ones neces- 
sary. Hereditary kings invade each other’s do- 
minions from the feelings of children, the love of 
having and of destroying ; their education being 
always bad, and their intellects for the mostpart 
low and narrow. Bnt we who have great advan- 
tages over them in our mental laculties, these 
having been constantly exercised and exerted, and 
in our knowlefigft of men, wherein the Ijast foolish 
of them are quite deficient, find wars and civil 
tumults absolutely needful to our stability and 
repose. 

A nacreon. By Hercules I you people in purplo 
are very like certain sea-fowls I saw in my voyage 
from Teios hither. In fine weather they darted 
upward and downward, sidelong and circuitously, 
and fished and screamed as if all they seized and 
swallowed was a torment to them r again, when, it 
blew' a violent gale, they appeared to sit perfectly 
at their ease, buoyant upon the summit of the 
waves. 

Polycrates. After all, I cannot he thought to 
have done any great injury to my friend# the 
citizens of Samos. It is true I have taken away 
what you ingenious men call their liberties: but 
have" you never, my friend Anacreon, snatched 
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trfm a Dretty girl a bracelet or locket, or other myself am ; in despite of your inquisitive eye. 

enehtrlde? ’ 

Anacreon, Not without her ipermission, and 


aonie equivalent. 


T 

oitai 


I My opinion of your wisdom is only shaken by yc-a* 

I assumption of royalty, since I cannot think it an 
I act of discretion to change tranquillity for alarm, 
PolyeraJtee, I likewise have oltained the con- \ or friends for soldiers, or a couch for a throne, or 
sent of the people, and have rende|ed them a great i a sound sleep for a broken one. If you doubt 
deal more than a i equivalent. Fornierly they | whether I love you (and every prince may reason- 
called one another the most, opprobrious names | ably entertain that doubt of every man around 
in their assemblies, and sometimes even fought j him), still you can not doubt that I am attached to 
there ; now they never do. I entertained from your good fortune, in which I have partaken to my 


the very beginning so great a regard for them, 
that I punished one of my brothers with dtath, 
and the other with banishment, for attempting 
to c^ke divisions among them, and for imped- 
ing the measures 1 undertook to establish una- 
nimity and order. My father had consented to 
bear done all the toils of government; and filial 
' 'piety induced me to imitate his devotion to the 
commonwealth. The people had assembled to 
celebrate the festival of Juno, and had crowded 
the avenues of her temple so unceremoniously and 
indecorously, that found it requisite to slay a 
few hundreds to her glory. King Lygdamus of 
Naxos lent me his assistance in this salutary 


heart’s content, and in which I hope to continue a 
partaker. 

FolycrcUes, May the Gods grant iti 

A ruicreon. Grant it yoursglf. Polycrates, by 
following my counsel. Everything is every man's 
over which his senses extend. What you can enjoy 
is yours; what you can not, is not. Of all the islands 
in the world the most delightful and the most fer- 
tile is Samos. Crete and Cyprus are larger; what 
theni The little Teios, my own native country, 
affords more pleasure than any one heart can re- 
ceive : not a hill in it but contains more beauty 
and more wine than the most restless and active 
could eqjoy. Teach the Samiots, 0 Polycrates, to 


operation, well knowing that the cause of royalty refuse you and each other no delight that is reci- 
te all countries, being equally sacred, should be ! procal and that lasts. Royalty is the farthest of 
equally secure. j all things from reciprocity, and what delight it 

Anacreoift My sweet Polycrates! do not ima- 1 gives must be renewed daily, and with difficulty, 
gine that I, or any wise mai* upon earth, can be > In the order of nature, flowers grow on every side 
interested in the fate of a nation that jdclds to of us : why take a ploughshare to uproot them t 


the discretion of one person. But pray avoid 
those excesses whicli may subject the Graces to 
the Tempests. Let people live in peace and 
plenty, for your own sake ; and go to war then only 
when beauteous slaves arfi wanting. Even then 
it is cheaper to buy them of the merchant, 
taking care that at every importation you hire a 


We may show our strength and dexterity in guid- 
ing it for such a purpose, but not our wisdom. 
Love, in its various forms, according to our age, 
station, and capacity, is the only object of reason- 
able and just desire. I prefer that which is the 
easiest to give and to return : you, since you have 
chosen royalty, hUve taken the most difficult in 


philosopher or poet to instruct them in morality j both : yet by kindness and courtesy you may con- 
and religion. The one will demonstrate that ^ciliate those minds, which, once abased by royalty, 
obedience is a virtue ; the other, that it is a ' never can recover their elasticity and strength, 
pieasure. If age stimulates the senses, or if j unless in the fires of vengeance. The Gods avert 
youth is likely to return (as the ring did), not I it from you, my friend I Do not inure your people 
a syllable can I add against the reasonableness I to war : but instead of arming and equipping 
of conquests to assuage the wants of either. ! them, soften them more and more by peace and 
Poh/cratea. The people in all countries must luxury. Let your deceit in the your last; 


‘»e kept in a state of activity : for men in cities, 
and horses in stables, grow restive »by standing 
still. It is the destination of both to be patted, 
ridden, and whipped. The riding is the essen- 
tial thing ; the patting and whipping are a cces- 
sories; and few are very careful or expert in 
timing them. 

ATtacreon. In courts, where silliness alone 
escapes suspicion, we must shake false lights 
over the shallows, or we shall catch nothing. But, 

0 Polycrates I 1 am not in the court of a prince : 

1 am in the house of a friend. I might flatter you, 
:f flattery could make you happier : but, as you 
have neglected nothing which could render my 


for men will rather be subjugaied than deceived, 
not knowing, or not reflecting, tV.&t they must 
have been deceived before they could be subju- 
gated. Let you and me keep tb’s 8c<'rct ■ i.hj'.t of 
the cook is hardly so safe, 

Polycraten. Perfectly, or death would havt; scaled 
it ; although my cook is, you know, an excellent 
one, and would be a greater loss to me than any 
native of the island. A tolerably good minister of 
state may be found in any cargo of slaves that 
lands upon the coast. Interest ensures fidelity. 
As for difficulty, I see none: to handle great 
bodies requires little delicacy. He would make in 
a moment a hole through a mud-wall, who could 


abode with you delightful, I would omit no pre- never make the eye of a needle: and it is easier to 
caution, no suggestion, which may secure and • pick up a pompion than a single grain of dust. 


prolong my blessings. Do not believe that every 
poet is dishonest, because most are. Homer was 
not ; Solon is not ; I doubt at times whetlfbr I 


With you, however, who have lived among such 
people, and know them thoroughly, I need not 
discourse long about them, nor take the trouble 
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trj arg ne how impossible it. is to blunder on so wide 
and smooth a road, where every man is ready with 
a lamp if it is dark, or with a cart if it is miry. 
Yo?i know that a good cook is the peculiar gift of 
the Gods. He must be a perfect creature, from 
the brain to the palate, from the palate to the 
fingers’ end. Pleasure and displeasure, sick- 
ness and Iiealth, life and death, are consigned to 
his arbitration. It would be little to add that he 
alone shares with royalty the privilege of exemp- 
tion from every punishment but capital ; for it 
would be madness to flog either, and turn it loose. 

The story of the ring will be credited as lyng 
as I want it ; probal)ly all my life, perhaps after. 
For men arc swift to take up a miracle, and slow 
to drop it ; and woe to the impious wretch who 
would undeceive them ! They never will believe 
that I can bo unprosperous, until they see me put 
to death ; some, even then, would doubt whether 
it were I, and others whether I were really dead, 
the day following. As we are in &•) danger of 
any such event, let us go and be croxmed for the 
feast, and prove whether the mullet h is any other 
merits than we have yet discovered. 

Come, Anacreon, you must write an ode to 
Fortune, not forgetting her favourite. 

Anacreon. I dare not, before I Lave written ' 
one to Juno, the patroness of Samos: but, as 
surely as you are uncrucified, I will do it then. 
Pardon me, however, if I should hap 7 >en to praise 
the beauty of her eyes, for I am iwnjd to thjnk ^ 
more about the goddess who has the loveliest ; , 
and, even if 1 began with the Furies, I should end ■ 
in all likelihood with her. 

Poly(rate». Follow your own ideas. You can ! 
not fail, however, to descant on the fivcility with j 
which 1 acquired my power, and the unanimity by ^ 
wliich I retain it, under the guidance and pro- 
foction of our patroness. 1 had loss trouble in 
becoming the master of Samos than ym will have 
in singing it. Indeed when I consid.^r how little 
I experienced, 1 wonder that liberty can exist 
in any country where there is one wise and 
resolute man. I 

A nacreon. And I that tyranny can, where there | 
are two. | 

Polycrat(>s. What ! Anacreon, are even you at 
last so undlsguiscdly my adversaiyl 

Anacrt tm. Silly creature ! behold the fruit of| 
royalty ! Rottenness in the pulp, and bitterness in j 
the kernel. I 

Polycrates, if I had uttered those words before 
the people, they would have stoned me for being 
your enemy . . for being a traitor ! This is the 
expression of late, not applied to those who betray, 
but to those who resist or traverse the betrayer. 
To such a situation are men reduced when they 
abandon self-rule ! I love you from similarity of 
studies and inclinations, from habit, from gaiety 
of heart, and because I live wit h you more con- 
veniently than in a meaner house and among 
coarser slaves. As for the Samiots, you can not 
suppose me much interested about them. Beauty 
itself is the less fierce from servitude ; and there ' 


is no person, young or old, who does not 
more highly the guest of Polycratos than the poet 
of Teios. You, njy dear friend, who are a usurper, 
for which couraa.j, prudence, afiability, liberality, 
are necessary, wfuld surely blush to act no better 
or more human|ly than an hereditary and esta- 
blished k\ug, the disadvantages of whose con- 
dition you yourself have stated admirably. Society 
is not yet trodden down and forked together by 
you into one and the same rotten mass, with rank 
weeds covering the top and sucking out its juices. 
Cired, when she transformed the companions of 
Ulysses into swine, took no delight in drawing 
their tusks and ringing their snouts, btfV* left them, 
by special grace, in quiet and full possession of 
their new privileges and dignities. The rod of 
enchantment was the only rod she used among 
them, finding a pleasanter music in the choruBaes* * 
of her nymphs than in the grunts and squeals of 
her subjects. 

Polycrates. Now tell mo truly, Anacreon, if 
you knew of ff conspiracy agaiftist me, would you 
reveal it 

Anacreon. I would ; both for your sake and for 
the conspirators. Even were I not your guest 
and friend, I would dissuade from evflry simila/ 
design. ^ 

PolycrcUe^. In some points, however, you ap- 
pear to have a fellow-feeling with the seditious. 
You differ from them in this ; you would not take ’ 
the t rouble to kill me, and could not find a con- 
venient hour to run away. 

A nacreon. I am too young for death, too old 
for flight, and too comfortable for either. As for 
killing you, 1 find it business enough to kill a kid 
as a sacrifice to Bacchus. Answer me as frankly 
as I answered you. If by accident you met a girl 
carried off by force, would you stop the ravishor 1 
‘ PolycratcH. Certainly, if she were pretty : if 
not, I would leave the offence to its own punish- 
ment, 

Anacreon. If the offence had been perpetrated 
to its uttermost extent, if the girl were silent, and if 
the brot her unarmed should rush upon the perpe- 
trator armed . . . 

Polycrates. I would catch him by the sleeve 
and stop him* 

Anacreon. I would act so in this hnsiness of 
yours. You have deflowered the virgin. Whether 
the action mil bring after it the fiill ehastisemen^ 

I know not ; nor whether the laws will ever wake 
upon it, or, waking upon it, whether they will not 
hold their breath and lie quiet. Weasels, and 
other animals that consume our com, are strangled 
or poisoned, as may happen : usurpers , and con- 
querors must be taken off quietly in one way only, 
lest many perish in the attempt, and lest it fk^ 
No conspiracy of more than two persons ought 
ever to be entered into on such a business. Henoe 
the danger is diminished to those concerned, and 
the satisfaction and glory are increased. Statues 
can be erected to few, not to many ; gibbets can 
be erected as readily to many as to few ; and wonk 
be ; %r mo.st conspiracies have been disooviMli^ 
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and pnniftliod, while hundreds of usurpers have 
been removed by their cooks, their cuj)- bearers, 
and their mistresses, aa easily, iiod with as little 
noise or notice, as a dish froil the table, or a 
slipper from the bed-side. I 

Banish the bloated and cloildy ideas of war 
and conquest. Continue to cat while you have 
anything in your mouth, particularly V sweet or 
savouiy, and only think of filling it again when it 
is empty. 

CrCBsus hath no naval force, nor have the Per- 
sians; they desire the fish but fear the water, 
and will mew and purr over you until they fall 
aslMp an<kforget you, unless you plunge too loud 
and glitter too near. They would have attacked 
you in the beginning, if they had ever wished to 
do it, or been ignorant that kings have an enemy 
the lesq^on the ruin of every free nation. I do not 
tell you to sit quiet, any more than I would a man 
who has a fever or an ague, but to sit as quiet as 
your condition will permit. If you leave to others 
their enjoyments,jthey will leave yours to you. 
Tyrants never perish from tyranny, but always 
from folly ; w'hcn their fantasies build up a palace 
for wdiich the earth has no foundation. It then 
•becomes i>eces.sar>', they think, to talk about their 
similitude to the Gods, and to tell the people, 
'' We have S right to rule you, just as they have a 
right to rule us : the dutie* they exact from us, 
we exact from you ; we are responsibre to none 
but to them.*' 

Polycratin. Anacreon ! Anacreon ! who, in the 
name of Hermes, ever talked thus, since the reign 
of Salmoneus 1 People who would listen to such 
inflated and idle arrogance, must be deprived, not 
of their liberties only, but their senses. Lydians 
or Carians, (.^appadoeians or Carmaiiians, would 
revolt at it : I myself would tear the diadem from 
my brow, before I would commit such an outrage' 
on the dignity of our common nature. A little 
fallacy, a little fraud and imposture, may be re- 
quisite to our office, and principally on entering 
it; there is, however, nc%nccd to toll tlie people 
that we, on our consciences, lay the public ac- 
counts before Jupiter for Ins signature; that, if 
there is any Kurplim. wc wdll return it hereafter ; 
but that, as honest ami [)iouH ineiL, iheir business 
is with him, not with us. 

My dear Anacreon, you reason speciously, which 
is better in moat cases than reasoning soundly ; 
for many arc led by it and none offended. But 
as there are pleasures in poetry which 1 can not 
know, in like manner there are pleasures in 
royalty which you can not. Say what you will, 
we have this advantage over you. Sovrans and 
poets alike court us ; they alike treat you with 
malignity and contumely. Do you imagine that 
Hylactor, supposing him to feign a little in regard 
to me, really would on any occasion be so enthusi- 
astic in your favour as he was in mine 1 

Anacreon, You allude to the village feast, in 
which he requested from your hand the cup you 
had poured a libation from, and tasted 1 

PolycrcUes, The very instance I was thinking on. 


A nacremi, Hylactor tells a story delightfully, 
and his poetiy is better than most poets will 
allow. 

Polyci'aiat, I do not think it . . I speak of the 
poetry. 

A tuicrton. Now, my dear Polycrates, without 
a word of flattery to you, on those occasions you 
are as ignorant as a goat-herd. 

PolycraU:8, I do not think tiiai either. 

A nacreon. Who does, of himself ! Yet poetry 
and the degrees of it are just as difficult to mark 
and circumscribe, as love and beauty. 

Polycraies. Madman I 

A.7iacrcon. All are madmo^ who first draw out 
hidden truths. 

Polycrates. You are envious of Hylactor, be- 
cause on that day I had given him a magnificent 
dress, resembling those of the Agathyrsi. 

Anaaxon. I can go naked at my own expense. 
I would envy him (if it gave me no trouble) his 
lively fancy, his convivial fun, and his power to 
live in a crowd, which I can do no longer than a 
trout can in the grass. What I envied on that 
day, I had. When with eyes turned upward to 
you, modestly and reverentially, he entreated the 
possession of the beechon bowl out of which you 
had taken one draught, 1, with like liumility oi 
gesture and similar tone of voice, requested 1 
might be possessor of the barrel out of which you 
had taken hut one. The people were silent at Ins 
request ; they were rapturous at mine : one 
excepted, 

Polycratrs. And what said ho '( 

A'twereon, “By Bacchus!” he exclaimed, “1 
thought sycophants were the most impudent 
people in the world: but, Anacreon, verily thou 
Burpassest them :*thou puttost them out of coun- 
tenance, out of breath, man I ” 

Your liberality was, as usual, enough for us ; 
and, if Envy must come in, she must sit between 
UB. Iteally the dress, coarse as it was, that you 
gave Placoeis, the associate of Hylactor, would 
have covered Tityus : nay, VNouid have made 
winding-sheets, and ample ones, for dil the gants, 
if indeed their mother Earth enw' apt their bones 
ill any. MediUiting the present ( f such another 
investiture, you must surprise or cale Miletus ; 
for il^ in addition to the slieep of Samos, the cows 
and oxen, the horses and .swine, the goats and 
dogs, were woolly, the ilcw.,.o of ten years would 
be insufficient. As riacoeis moved on, there were 
exclamations of wonder on all sides, at all distances. 
“ Another * Epeiis must have made that pageant ! ” 
wiw the cry : and many were trodden under foot 
from ivishing to obtain a sight of the rollers, H is 
heat, like the sun’s, increased as lie proceeded ; 
and those who kept cgg-stalls and fish-stalls cursed 
him and removed them. 

Polycraim. Wc will feast again no less magni- 
ficently when 1 return from my victory on the 
continent. There are delicate perfumes and gene- 
rous wines and beautiful robes at Sai'dis. 

♦ Framer of the Trojan Horn. 
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LORD COLERAINE, REV. MR. BLOOMBURY, A>iD REV. MR. SWAN. 


Svmn. Whitlier arc you walking so fast, Mr. 
Bloombury ? 

Bloomhunj, My dear brother in Christ, Mr. 
Swan, T am truly hai>py to meet you. A fine 
fresh pleasant (ht^y ! Any news '( I am going to 
visit Lord Coleraine, who has been attacked by 
an apoplexy. 

iSVmw. Such was the report I heard yesterejay. 
Accidents of this kbid, when they befall the light 
and thoughtless, shock us even more than when 
it pleases God to inflict them on the graver and 
the better. What is more awful than to confront 
so uncxpe(;tcdly the gay in spirit w'ith the king 
of terrors! Sincerely as I grieve to hear of this 
appalling visitation, it is consolatory to think that 
his lordship has brought himself to such a corn- 
fortable and cheering frame of mind. 

lihornhury. Has he, Mr. Swan! Methinks it is 
rather early, if he has. 

Swan. Ho must be sensible of his situation, or 
ho would not have required your spiritual aid. 

Bhxnnhvru. He require it ! no more than a rank 
beatheu or unchristened babe. He shall have it 
? bough. 1 will aAvaken him ; I will prick him ; I 
will carry to him the sword of faith ; it shall pierce 
his heart. 

Swan. Gently with the rowels on a foundered 
steed. 

Bloomlniry. Mr. Swan, our pulpits should not 
smell of the horse-cloth. I never heard that text 
before. ,, 

Su'an. You have heard many a worse. 

B/oomhun/. Profane ! there are none hut from 

I Bible. 

Sirari. The application and intent make them 
more or less good. SmH.e is in that book ; dit not 
smito. is there also. Now w'hicb is best! 

IVoomhurn. Both are excellent if they Jire there: 
wt; can 6nly know which is best by opening the 
A’ohime of grace, and the text tliat we open first 
is for our occasion the best of the tw'o. 

Swan. There is no logic to ])lace against this. 
Of course you are intimately acquainted with 
liord Coleraine. You can remind him of faults 
\sliich it is still in his power to correct; of 
wrongs . . . 

Blooirdmrif. I can, and will. When I was in the 
Guards, he won a trifle of money from me : I shall 
bring him to a proper sense of his sinfulness in 
having done it. 

Swan. Ill winning your money! 

Bloomhiiry. He may make some reparation to 
society for his offence. 

Swan. He could not have won your money if 
you had not played with him. 

Bloombury. I was young: he ought to have 
taught me better. 

S'f an. He did, if he won much. 

Bloomhunj. He won fifty guinea.s. 


Swan. How! I and were yon, Mr. Bloombnxjf 
ever a gamester! 

Bloombury. At that time I was not under grace. 

Swan. Well, really now I would converse with 
a dying man on other topics. Comfort him ; pre- 
pare him for his long journey. 

Bloombury. Ay, sing to him ; read to him 
Shakspeare and Cervantes and Froissart ! Make 
him believe that man is better than a'W'orm, kive- 
lier than a toad, wiser than a deaf adder. Mr. Swan, 
you are a virtuous man (I mean no oflTence by 
calling you so), a good neighbour, a cordial friend, 
hut you are not touched. »* 

Swan. Bloombury, if you are sincere, you will 
acknowledge that, among your evangelicals, this 
touching for the mostpart begins with the pocket, 
or its environs. •+ 

Bloombury. 0 for shame ! such indecency I 
never heard ! This comes from your worldly and 
university view of things, your drinkings and 
cricketings. 

Swan. Too frequently. We want drilling in 
our armour of faith from the Horse-guards ; we 
want teaching from Miose who pay fifty guineas 
the lesson. I am not so unchristian as to deny 
that you are adopts in the practice of humility, 
but it is quite of a new kind. You are humble 
while you speak, but the reverse when you are 
spoken to ; and, if it were not for your sanctifica- 
tion, I should call you tiie most arrogant and self- 
Buflicient of sectarians. 

Bloo'tnhurji. We are of the church ; the true 
English church. 

Swan. Few sects are not, opposite as they may 
be. Take the general spirit and practice of it, 
;ind tell me wdiat church under heaven is more 
' liberal and forbearing. 

I B^oomhuri/. Because lyou forego and forget the 
I most prominent of the thirty-nine articles. There 
j is the sword in them. 

I SuKm. Let it lie there, in God’s name. 

Bloombury. There is doctrine. 

Swan. I take what I understand of it, and 
would not give a pinch of snuff for the rest. Our 
Saviour has taught me whatever is useful to know 
in Christianity. If churches, or any members of 
them, wanted more from his apostles, I hope they 
enjoyed what they wanted. The coarser Gentiles 
must needs have cheese and gjirlic upon their 
bread of life : my stomach won’t digest them. 
Those who like the same fare may take it ; only 
let them, when their mouths are full of it, sit 
quiet, and not open them upon me. We are at 
the house, I think. Good morning . . A word 
at part-ing. May not that musk about you hurt 
the sick man! 

Bloombury. What musk! I protest I never 
j have^ used any. 

Swan. Then the creature that bears it haa run 
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between your legs, and rubbed i|s fur against your 
dress but lately. Adieu. I 
Bloombury {to a Set^varU), Is Ay Lord Coleraine 
at home ? I 

Servant. No, sir. I 

Bloombury. Mark me, young" man ; the ways 
of the world are at an end so near the ehamber of 
death. Tell his lordship that the Reverend . . . 
better tell him that Captain Frederick Bloombuiy, 
late of the Guards, has something of great import- 
ance to communicate. ^ 

Servemt {retuniimj). My master desires you to 
walk up, sir. 

Merain^. I have had the pleasure, I think, of 
meeting you formerly, Captain Bloombury; I can . 
not say exactly where ; for we guardsmen meet in 
strange places. I had sold out : and, as you are 
not in Uniform, I presume that you too have left 
the service. 

Bloombury. On the contrary, I have just en- 
tered R- • 

Coleraine. Rather late in the dsiy ; is not it f j 
However, if I can serve you, speak. 1 feel a diffi- ! 
culty in conversing : this apoplexy has twisted j 
^y mouth on one side like a turbot’s, and J )eath j 
mid I seem to be grinning for a wager. Wliat do | 
you lift up^our eyebrows at ? My sight is im - 1 
perfect ; they seem to me to be greyish, and fitter : 
for a lieutenant-general than a captain. ■ 

Bloombury. I am ageing . . that is, I have a 
whitish or rather a lighter-coloured hair here and 
there, Sober thinking brings them. 

Coleraine. Particularly wlicn it comes after the 
thinking that is not quite so sober . . ay, Bloom- 
bury ! Excuse me, was it expedient to enter the 
service so late in life, and in the midst of peace ? 

Bloombury. There begins our warfare: these 
are riotous and bloody times. 

Coleraine. They are getting better, if people 
will let them. What would they have? Would 
they tear a new coat to pieces because the old one 
will not fit? How do you like your brother 
oflicers ? • 

Bloombury. Reasonably well. 

Coleraine. And the service at large ? 

Bloombury. The sweetest of seiwiijcs is the ser- 
vice of the Lamb, * 

Coleraine. They told me so . . talking does me 
harm . . yet I did not feel it. Gentlemen, it is 
of no use to bleed me any more. You need not 
feel my pulse . . I am too weak. I am losing 
my intellects, such as they arc. I seem to see 
faces and to hear words the strangest in the world. 

Bloombury. He shuts his eyes and appears to 
doxe a little. He 'smiles . . a very bad sign in a 
dying man ! 

Physician. With deference, I think otherwise, 
sir. He can not live the day through, but he is 
in full possession of his senses. If yon have any 
secret, anything interesting to bis family, any 
omission to suggest, we will retire. Let me how- 
ever request of you, not to disturb him on matters 
•of business. , i 

Bloombury. The Lord forbi<l : 


Physician. He seems quite tranquil, and may 
go off so. 

Bloombury. In that perilous state ! It is the 
dimple of a whiripool, at the bottom whereof is 
hell. T will arouse him : I will wrestle with Christ 
for him. 

Physician. In another ring then : I keep the 
ground here. 

Bloombury. You physicians are materialists. 

Physician. Undoubtedly, sir, you would desire 
to be the contrary ? 

Bloombury. Undoubtedly, indeed. 

Physician. You method ists then arc immate- 
rialists ? • 

Bloombury. Ho ! ho ! grace and election and 
sanctification are things imxnaterial ! 

Physician. Which of you ever has preached 
gratitude to God ; in another word, contentment ? 
Which of you has ever told a man tliat his prin- 
cipal duty is to love his neighbour ? 

BloonJ ury. Who dares lie, in the face of Godi 
We love the Lamb ; the rest follows. 

Vhyswian. Unless the rest (as you call it) pre- 
cedes, the Tiainb will never be caught by you, 
w^hine to him and pipe to him as you may. Love 
to God must be conveyed and expressed by a mo* 
diator. 

Bloombury. There you talk soundly. 

Physician. You can show your love to him only 
through the images he has set on every side of you. 

Bloombury. Idolater ! When I uplift my eyes to 
j heaven and see Jupiter (so called) and Saturn 
I (name of foolishness) and all the starry host . . 

I Physician. You see things less worthy of your 
attention than a gang of gipsies in a grassy lane. 
You can not ask Saturn (name of foolishness) nor 
Jupiter (so called) whether he wants anything, 
^nor could you give it if he did : but one or other 
of these poor creatures may be befriended in some 
way, may in short be made better and honester 
and cleanlier. 

Bloombury. What! no prayers, I suppose, nor 
thanksgivings ? 

Physician. Catch the prayer that is risiiig to 
God, and act for him ; receive in tui u the thanks- 
giving; he authorises and commands you. If 
there is a man in your parish who wants a meal 
while you eat two in the day, let me advise you 
neither to sing a psalm nor bond a knee until 
you have divided your .p artem loaf with him. 

I must go in and see my patient : if you follow, 
step gently. 

Cobra utc. I beg your pardon. Captain Bloom- 
bury : how long have you been waiting ? 

Bloombury. An, instant only, my lord. I hope 
your lordship has benefited by your easy slumber. 

('oleraine. I feel no pain. 

Bloombury, Unhappy man ! 

Coleraine. Thank you : I am sure you an;.* 

Bloombury. The Lord sends hither rnc, his un- 
worthy servant, 0 George Viscount Coleraine, to 
bring you unto him. 

=► MisunderMtanding ; and suppct.sing lu’ wiid •' / am 
to hear iU or sonic such thing.” 
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Coleraine, I am ol%od to you both. 

Bloemhury, Well may you be. You have led 
ae wild and wicked a lilu as one could wiah. 
Repent! repent! 

Coleraine. Of what ! For, faith ! there are so 
many things, I cannot see which to take hold on. 

Blootnbury. If I could suggest any- other, I would 
do it in preference. T know but one. 

Coleraine. Speak out : don’t be modest. 

Bloomlturtf. You had fonncrly a strange itch for 
gaming. 

Coleraine. Not I indeed : but one can game 
when one can not do the pleasanter thing. ♦ 

JVoombury. You 'led me into, or at least you 
countenanced me in, that vice. i 

Coleraine. Which? 

Bloomhury. Gaming. 

Coleraine. Pardon mo, my worthy friend; we 
never were intimate, till now. Charmed as I cer- 
tainly should have been by your acquaintance, it 
can not be more than once that we met before : 
for in good society no one forgets names or faces, 
unless of tradespeople and Jews. 

Bloomhury. On that one evening I lost fifty 
guineas to you. 

Coleraine. Express no iineasincss ; do not trouble 
yourself. Captain Bloomhury ; lay it upon the 
table. If it had escaped your recollection, I 
assure you it has escaped mine too. Do not, I 
entreat you, make yourself at all uncomfort^ible 
about it. I never said a word upon your leaving 
town and forgetting me. 

Bloomhury. Forget ting you, my lord ! I paid the 
money down iu five rouleaiix. I wish I had kept 
it for the poor. 

Coleraine. Pooh ! another fifty is just as good ; 
as that. What do the poor care whether it is , 
packed in roiUcaua: or not 1 It is unpacked, I will 
answer for it, long before they touch it. 

Bloomhury. If I had either that or another to 
give the broken in spirit, the sick and weary . . . 

Coleraine. 0! I now understand you. Upon! 
my soul, you have a most compassionate and sig- 
nificant eye. Give me your hand, my good fellow I 
don’t distress yourself. Yes, my dear Bloomhury, 


fluities, then in^/ht you well exclaim, 0 Death I 
where is thy stiijg 

Coleraine. 1 slf )uld not venture : he might show 
it me. 

BlooniHim'y. ff e could not ; I defy him. 

Coleraine. Y'ou are braver : he is one too much 
for me ; Ifi) has got me down. 

Bloombury. If your lordship would take courage 
and resolve, it is not even yet too late for the 
labour of love. 

Cqhraine. It would be a labour indeed for me. 

Bloomhury. Try, strive. 

Coleraine. I am no more up to i^.han I am 
to the labours of Hercules. Ah, my (fear Ca^in 
Bloombury, you are much more capable of such 
feats : I wish yon joy of them : I have bidden 
them farewell. I begin to think that the world 
is a very bad world, and that everything goes amiss' 
in it. 

Bloomhury. Excellent thought ! if it had but 
come earlier. ^ Wc should tliirk so all our lives : 
it would prepare us for heaven. Let us remove 
from the sick room all that ever gave you un- 
easiness by feeding your vices. 1 would tear off 
the old man from you. 

Coleraine. The vagabond ! what I is he here ? 
Who let him in while 1 was sleeping 1 Tear him 
off, with a vengeancOi the old thief I Down stairs 
with him . . 1 paid the rogue fifteen per cent. 

Bloomhury. Be tranquillised, my lord ; you 
misunderstood me. I would do as much for your 
Lordship, as my brother in Christ, the reverend 
Christopher Bawbottom, a rooting man, did in 
regard to your deceased brother. 

Coleraine. What did ho I 

Bloombury. Being in prison, a sufferer from false 
witnesses, he begat him, as Paul begat Onesimus, 
in his chains. 

Coleraine. I don’t believe it ; I never heard it 
whispered or hinted. My mother was a very 
different sort of woman, and would hardly run 
after a fust y old goat, tied l^y the leg in a court 
of the Fleet. 

Bloomhury. 0 my lord I how little are you 
accustomed to the language of the Holy Scriptures f 


times have been hard with me heretofore ; but I j 1 speak figiiratiyely. 
never was broken in spirit ; and now I want Coleraine. Egad did you, Bloombury ? 
nothing. j Bloomhury. I can not bring your lordship to 

Bloomhury. Many whom I have visited in their i think seriously upon death, 
last hours have lent money to the Lord, unasked, j Coleraine. Excuse me. Captain Bloombury, it is 
(\)'eraine. Impudent dogs ! j you who think the least seriously. It is you who 

Bloomhury. I part with mine willingly ; it is u ould ask him where his sting lies, and who would 
only a snare of Satan. Yet those who have no I challenge him outright. 

families have thought of me Bloomhury. My lord, if I am so unfortunate 

Coleroiu''. And those who have families too; that I can not be of use to your lordship in your 

for, I warrant, one of the flock (to say the least) interests, should there be remaining any slight 

reminded them. You arc still a fine stout fellow, matter in tlic temporal and personal, wherein my 

Bloomhury. T do not understand your lordship : humble abilities could be serviceable to you, I 

\ am, as the Lord made me, a sinner ! entreat you to command me . . He meditates ! 

Coleraine. The deuce you arc ! I wish 1 could who knows what he may do yet ! , . It would be 
be ! Do not groan ; do not be uncomfortable ; but just. 

I am no worse, though I sighed a little. . Coleraine. Have you a pencil ? 

Ah my Lord Coleraine ! If yon could j B/oomlmry. Yes, my lord, yes . , but pen-and- 
rightly dispose of your soul and of your super- 1 ink vrould be better . . let me run and find one. 
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Cohraiiie, No, no, no. | 

Blvimlmry. 0 yes, my lord , I Gentlemen, pray 
wildk in again ; his lordship isinost clear in his 
intellects . . he ha\ a short codinl to add. 1 cariy 
the ink . . Is this |>en a good ole 1 could he write 
legibly with it? ^ 

Physician, Perfectly. I wrote with it early in 

the morning. 

Blmnimry, My lord, the gentlemen have re- 
turned ; they are waiting ,• here are pen, ink, and 
paper, 

Coleraine, Favour me. Captain Bloombuiy; 
write. 

^loommry. It would not do, my lord : if the 


learned doctor would undei'take it, your lordship 
might sign it . . and indeed might sign first. 

CoUraine, Well, then, doctor, write ; will you ^ 

Physician, I am ready, my lord. 

Coleraine. 

Dftith f Wo don’t linlt tlion ! march I must, 
IV|nvtHlly H8 1 hate the dust. 

I Khotihl have been in rare high glee 
To make an April fool (kf thee.* 

Bloomlmry. Worldly-minded man ! There are 
no hopes then ! 

Physician. I told you so, sir ; but although he 
knew it, you might have spoken lower 


MARCELLUS AND HANNIBAI.. 


Jlannibiil. Could siNumidiiin liorscman ride no 
faster ? Marcell us ! ho ! Marccllus ! He moves 
not . . he is dead. ])i<l he not stir liis fingers ? 
Stand wide, soldiers . . wide, forty paces . . give 
him air . . bring water . . halt! ( lather those 
broad leaves, and all tlie rest, growing under the 
brushwood . . uulirace his armour. Loose the 
helmet ffrst , . his breast rises. T fancied his eyes 
were fixet^on me . . they have rolled back again. 
Who presumed to touch my shoulder ! This 
horse? It was surely ttih horse of Marccllus! 
Let no man mount him. Ha ! ha ! the Romans 
too sink into luxury : here is gold about the 
charger. 

Gaulish Chieftain, Execrable thief ! The golden 
chain of our king under ,a beast’s grinders ! The 
vengeance of the gods has overtaken the impure . . 

Ilanniljal. We will talk about vengeance when 
wo have entered Rome, and about purity among 
the priests, if they will hear us. Sound for th^ 
surgeon. That arrow may be extracted from the 
side, deep as it is . . . Tlic conqueror of Symeuse 
lies before me . . . Send a vessel off to Carthage. 
Say Hannibal is at the gates of Itome . . . 
Marccllus, who stood ftlone between us, fallen. 
Brave man ! I would rejoice and can not . . . 
How awfully serene a countenance ! Such as we 
hear are in the islands of the Blessed. And how 
glorious a form and stature ! Su^h*too was theirs ! 
They alBO once lay thus upon the earth wet with 
their blood . . few other enter there. And what 
plain armour ! 

Gaalkh Chieftain. My party slew him . . indeed 
I think I slew him myself. I claim the chain : it 
belongs to my king : the glory of Gaul requires 
it. Never will she endure to see another take it ; 
rather would she lose her last man. We swear I 
we swear ! 

Hannibal. My friend, the glory of Marccllus did 
not require him to wear it. When he suspended 
the arms of your brave king in the temple, he 
thought such a trinket unworthy of himself and of 
Jupiter. The shield he battered down, the breast- 
plate he pierced with his sword, these he showed 
to the people and to the gods ; hardly his wife and 
little children saw this, ere his horse wore n. 


Gaulish Chieftain. Hear me, 0 Hannibal. 

JIanuihal. What ! w’hcn ISIarcellus lies before 
me ? when his life inny perhaps be recalled ? 
when 1 may lead him in triumph to C!arthage? 
when Italy, Sicily, Orcecc, Asia, wait to obey me I 
Content tliee ! I will give thee mine own bridle, 
worth ten siudi. 

Gaulish ('hiflftain. For myself? 

JIannibaJ. For thy. self. 

Gaulish Chief tain. And these rubies and emeralds 
and that scarlet . . 

JJanvihal. Yes, yes. 

Gaulish Chieftain. 0 glorious Hannibal I uncon- 
querable hero I 0 my happy country ! to have 
such an ally and defender. I swear eternal gra- 
titude . . yes, gratitude, lore, devotion, beyond 
eternity. 

Hannibal. In all treaties we fix the time : I 
could hardly ask a longer. Go back to thy sta- 
tion . . I would see what the surgeon is about, 
and hear what he thinks. The life of Marccllus ; 
the triumph of Hannibal ! What else has the world 
in it ? only Rome and Carthage. These follow. 

^uryeon. Hardly an hour of life is left. 

Marccllus. I must die tnen! The gods be 
praised ! The commander of a Roman anny is 
no captive. 

Hannibal (to the Burgeon). Cuuld not he bear a 
sea- voyage ? Extract the arrow. 

Surgeon. He expires that moment. 

Marccllus. It pains me : extract it. 

Hannibal. Marcel hr . T ^ee no expression of pain 
on your countenance : and never will I consent to 
hasten the death of an enemy in my power. Since 
your recovery is hopeless, you say truly you are 
no captive. 

(To the Surgeon.) Is there nothing, man, that 
can assuage the mortal pain? for, suppress the 
signs of it as lie may, he must feel it. Js there 
nothing to alleviate and allay it ? 

Marccllus. Hannibal, give me thy hand . . thou 
hast found it and brought it me, compassion. 

( To the Surgeon.^ Go, friend; others want thy 
aid ; several fell around me. 


* He died on the Int of April, m\. 
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JlarmibcU, Reccnimend to your country, O when thou (and tfe gods alone know whether iw 
Marcellus. while time permits it, reconciliation conqueror or coucAored) mayest sit under the roof 
and peace with me, informing the Senate of my of my children, aid in either case it shall serve 
superiority in force, and the impossibility of resist- thee. In thy adr erse fortune, they will remem- 
auce. The tablet is ready : let me take off this her on whose pilljw their hither breathed his last; 
ring . . try to write, to sign it at least. Oh what in thy prosperous (heaven grant it may shine upon 
satisfaction I feel at seeing you able to rdfet upon thee in soirfe other country") it will rqjoice thee to 
the elbow, and even to smile ! protect them. We feel ourselves the most exempt 

- Marcellas. Within an hour or less, with how from affliction when we relieve it, although we 
severe a brow^ would Minos say to me, “ Marcellus, are then the most conscious that it may befall us. 
is this thy writing ]” j Thare is one thing here which is not at the 

Rome loses one man : she hath Igst many such, ' disposal of either, 
jaul she still hath many left. ' j IJannibnl. Wliat I . ^ 

liaunihal. Afraid *‘as you are of falsehood, say, Marcellas. This body, 
you this 1 I confess in shame the ferocity of iny ; IJannihaf. Whither would you be lifted 1 Men 

countrymen. Unfortunately too the nearer posts j are ready. 

are occupied by Gauls, inlinitely more cruel. The i Marcellus. I meant not so. My strci^gth is 
Numidians are so in revenge ; the Gauls both in . failing. I seem to hear rather what is within than 
re v nge and in sport. My presence is required ! what is without. My sight and my other senses arc 
at a distance, and I apprehend the barbarity of in confusion. 1 would have said, This body, when 
one or other, learning, as they must do, your refusal , a few bubbles gf air shall have j left it, is no more 
to execute my wishes for the common good, and j worthy of thy notice than of mine ; but thy 
teoliiig that by this refusal you deprive them of j glory ivill not let thee refuse it to the piety of my 
iheir country, after so long an absence. | family. 

Marcellus. Hannibal, thou art not dying. i lUmulbaL You would ask .something else. }. ^ 

Hannibal. What then 1 What mean you 1 j perceive an inquietude not visible till now. 

Marcellus. That thou mayest, and very justly, j Marcellus. Duty rind Heath make uc think of 

liave many things yet to apprehend : I can have i home soiuetimes. , 

none. The barbarity of thy soldiers is nothing to j Jlannibal. Thitherward the thoughts of tile 
mo : mine would not dare be cruel. Hannibal is j conqueror and of the coiiqucped fly together, 
forced to be absent ; and his authority goes away { Marcellus. Hast thou any prisoners from my 
with his horse. Oil this turf lies defaced the sem- j escort 1 

blaiice of a general ; but Marcellus is 3'et the regu- 1 Hannibal. A few dying lie about . . md let 
lator of his army. Dost thou abdicate a power j them lie . . they are l\ir,eans. The remainder I 
eohferred on thee by thy nation ? Or wouldst thou | saw at a distance, flying, and but one bravo man 
acknowledge it to have become, <by tliy own sole | among them . . he appeared a Roman . . a youth 
fault, less plenary than thy adversary s { j w'ho turned back, though wounded. They sur- 

I have spoken too much : let. me rest : this ; jounded and dragged him away, spurring his horse 
mantle oppresses me. j with iheir swords. These Etrurians measure their 

Hauuibal. I placed my mantle on your head j courage carefully, and tack it W'ell together before 
when the helmet was flret removed, and while you they put it on, but throw it ofl’ again with lordly 
were lying in the sun. Let me fold it under, and ease. . 

then replace the ring. Marcellus, why think about ^eiii] or does aught 

Marcellas. Take it, Hannibal. It was given me else disquiet your thougliLs ? 
by aj)Oor woman who flew to meat Syracuse, and Marcellas, 1 have suppressed it long enough, 
who covered it with her hair, torn off in despera- My son . . .ny b/^loved son. 
tiou that she had no other gift to olfer. Little Jlannihal. ^here is he 1 Can it be'<s Was he 
thought I that her gift and her words should be with you i 

mine. How suddenly may the most powerful be Marcellus. He would have shared my fate . . 
in the situation of the most helpless ! Let that and has not. Gods of my country ! beneficent 
ringandtlu; mantle under my head be the exchange throughout life to me, in death surpassingly bene- 
ofguestsat purling. The time may come, Hannibal, ; fieent, I render you, for the last time, thanks. 


DUKE I)K RICHKLIKIJ, SIR FIREBRACE COTES, LADY GLENQRIN, 

AND MR. NORMANBV. 

When the Duke de Kichelicu had retired from ! those are much to bo pitied, although not in the 
office, ill health, which is usually the cause of lee st to be blamed (God forbid !) who gave the key 
retirement, was the eouseqncn^c of it. Not that for that purpose to sonic dark designer, at the 
ministers ever care about loss of place ; privation Instant when such conceptions had arrived at their 
of dignity and emolument is nothing to them : and ' maturity. 

if they are excluded from the oul> area gi\and He went to Genoa. The narrowness and obacu- 
enough for the development of their coneepiions, rity of the streets incommoded him, and eighty 
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BlfUTs, which must always be mAnted to reach the 
beat apartments, were too maiw for an invalid. 
He went to Nice : the Use was tmublesome. Here 
however he was amused a little! at the sight of 
welbdressed strangers, and was ifiot insensible of 
pleasure in being looked at, and in Ijjearing his 
name perpetually mentioned in the same low tone 
of voices he passed. 

Do you doubt this weakness 1 Call it as you 
please and doubt it as you may . . it was this low 
tone of voice which the manly hearts of a Marius 
and a Cromwell panted for. N'anity and agiotage 
are^to a Parisian the oxygen and hydrogen of life. 
Richelieu, us honest a man as he was an ill-rcquilcd 
minister, had little of the latter ; of the former as | 
much as was requisite. 

Ther^ were at Nice, at the same time, Sir Fire- 
brace Cotes, an Irish general, and the Countess of 
Glengrin, an Irish lady inconsolable for her hus- 
band. I do not mean the one she had just lost, | 
but the one a)ie fejg*ed never to have. j 

The general thought it his duty to pay his re- . 
spects to the minister, as none iu place was there, 
and as he had i rich uniform which he neA-^er could 


agreed at last that the expression, to a man not 
very acute, might require an explanation. “ I 
meant,” said ho, “a friends; at dinner or over a 
bottle; for in my mind, Avhatevcr others may 
think, that would be very base.” 

** You must come among us, duke," siiid her 
ladyship. 

" 1 must indeed,*’ answered he. 

“ Sir Firebraco, you are witness to the promise.” 

" I am,” said Sir Firebraec. 

There is no person in the world upon whom 
idlermss hangs so heavily as upon a minister of 
sfeCe dismissed, lleprcheiidc^ for sighing when 
he only yawned, and ashamed of being thought to 
yawn when he really sighed, he accepted the invi- 
tation, on condition that he should live, privately. 
“ For,” said he smiling, your government would 
watch me ; and I should be sorry to be under 
martial law iu Ireland, my skin being none of the 
toughest, and suspicious as my character must be, 
both as a catholic and a minister out of place. I 
will be colonel . . . colonel ... I wish I could 
j think of some colonel among my old friends who 
! would consent to lend me his name.” 


•m well show before, and indeed had never put on. 
Lady Olengrii too left her car<l. 

That is contrary to etiquette. 

One among the many reasons why she did it ; 
Confident in her beauty, for she really had been 
pretty in her youth, and possessing in an eminent 
degree that facility of reply, which, if delivered 
Avith sharpness, is called repartee, and claims rela- 
tionship, bj a left-hand connexion, with wit, she 
never lost an opportunity bf passing into the com- 
pany of distinguished personages. She was of all 
politics so that when rank failed her, nobody Avas 
surprised to hear that she had headed a deputation 
of fisliAvcmen at Paris. Related to one of those who 
preserve the peace by cocking the pistol, and the 
gradat'ons of social order by trampling on their 
equals, she associated and assimilated with the 
worst in the polar circle qf both vulgars. 

Her petulance and liveliness amused the duke, 
and mostly when she talked about her country. 
He had not been accustomed to Irish society, 
thotgh he had knoAvn some of Iris;* extraction, 
andafew born and educated in Ireland. He had 
fouid them decorous and graceful, frank, aud full 
of iamour, not much addicted to study, but re- 
spectful to those Avho were, until some peculiarity 
catg'ht them, and they exploded in loud laughter. 
He considered them particularly delicate in affairs 
of love and friendship. One of them, suspected (as 
it appears most wrongfully) of many amorous in- 
trigues, swore he never had and never would have 
ore with a man’s wife or daughter. Richelieu ad- 
mired his primitive chastity. Among his friends, 
however, was an elderly gentleman, who had medi- 
tated long upon the declaration, and felt certain 
there was some bluiider in it. At supper he found 
it out ; and when they were alone, Faith ! ” said 
he, ** Marcus^ your mischief will lie then in a mighty 


I Oh,” said Lady Glengrin, ** if you want a name 
j aud are resolved to be a colonel, I have one for you, 

I now you are so good and tractable : you shall be 
j Colonel Le Doux.” 

i On receiving our commissions we kiss hands,’ 

; said he ; and by the gracefulness of his action, if 
I Madame de Genlis had been present, she Avould 
I have fancied herself iu the Louvre some years 
; before the last century. 

I They embarked. Of all the coasts in the uni- 
j Averse of the same extent, those of France for nearly 
I their totality in tlfree seas, are the least beautiful, 
I aud those which the eye tires the worst upon arc 
jin the vicinity of Marseilles. When you are at 
sea, the hills above the town appear like Utile 
mounds which some children have been just 
whitewashing. Here the party was becalmed two 
days. The regular beating of time by the waves 
against the sides of the vessel ; the regular crer.kiug 
as she mov’ed slowly on, heaving upd nodding like 
some bulky churl half-asleep ; ^he flapping of the 
sail against the mast; the moiiotonjus and Aveari- 
j some song (there was only onci of the sailors, who 
I being Englishmen could neither dance nor fiddle, 

I and had not even a mon’s cy uvr a cat among them 
for the strangers to joke about and play Avith ; 
rendered the colonel and his companions sad and 
silent. Sir Firebrace was flat and smooth as a 
j billiard- table. Lady Glengrin having no object 
to attack or defend, at least no person knoAvn to 
Le Doux, turned, as wo read of scorpions, upon 
herself, and her features and coiiveraation lan- 
guished equally. To relieve her listlcssncss, she 
sometimes made a spring at some friend of Sir 
Firebrace : but alas ! she really had lost her elas- 
ticity. Le Doux smiled when he should liave been 
serious, and was serious when he should have 
smiled. ** One would think he hardly could have 


narrow compass,” Being locked up in logic,*and been attentive, though he seemed so,” said her 
unable to put his head through the gniting, he ladyship to herself. Sir Firebraco often begged 



280 IMAGINAKY CONVERSATIONS:,: 


leave to eel her ladyship right upon the character 
of very good follows, if she know them thoroMghly, 
and worthy women enough . . at least he always 
believed so. He never wtmt beyond in word or 
thought ; exeepting iliat,, if ho was mistaken, as 
any man might be, lie was certain from her good- 
ness of heart that her ladyship would pardon him. 

There was not a book belonging to the party; 
she a.Mked fJie (raptain whether he had any inte- 
resting one : he brought her the log- hook. Toss- 
ing it aside, 0 that we had a book ! though it 
were the Bilile or the Peerage,” said the countess: 
and observed for the first time a young man whofii 
the duke bad noticed before, and whom he had 
Uken fur a runaway barber, his heard being always 
elose-shaven, and his linen and face quite clean. 
He sniiled ivith somewhat of concern and sarcasm, 
rny friend,” said she, let us hear the joke.” 

Really, madam,” he replied, I have no joke 
worth hearing.” 

" Favour us, at least,” added she maliciously, 
"with the fruits of your reflection.” 

Sir Fircbracc now began to brighten. " They 
might not jilease you, madam,” replied the sailor. 

"0 yes they would; I insist upon having 
them.” 

"In that ciise, madam, there is no denial. I 
was thinking it strange that, of all the books in 
the world, you should pilch upon either of those. 
On the contrary, I wonder that petitions arc not 
laid before parliament to suppress thcm,and signed 
by every j)erson of the first distinction.” 

Why so ? ” 

" Because tlic one shows us their vices, and the 
other docs worse.” 

" What does the other?” 

" It shows us fJicir ages.” 

" The fellow would be witty," said Sir Pircbrace, 
"as all ignorant people would.” 

"All?” said the man submissively. "I think 
I have seen some too modest; but one can not 
judge of cliaraiJter in a couple of days.” 

"Sir Firebraee,” said the captain, "you would 
better let that ebap alone : he is too much for 
you and me. 1 have no power over him ; seaman 
he is Mini a right good one ; but though he lends 
a hand at any time, he takes nothing, not a can 
of grog. The lemon he puts into his water is to 
blame. He is the quietest and silentcst man in the 
world, but if an oath escapes, you would fanc^^it 
was a leak, so quickly is he upon the plank. He 
has been a scholar not long ago, I mistrust, though 
he has dollars and bettor things in his box. As 
for madam, clo\'cr iis .she is, I would not have 
her fish for stijig-rays.” 

From his calnnicss and self possession, Lc Doux 
no\v imagined there was something in the man 
announcing high birth, and thought him, for an 
Englislaiian, well-bred, though satirical. He ap- ; 
proacliod him ; and first expres.sed his sorrow 
that a person of an appearance so prepossessing 1 
Ifchould put forth w much Mrt ufjth where homage j 
ii best becoming. " The changes in my own ' 
country, sir,” added he, "make me think it pro- 


bable that they may have partially occurred in 
others.” f 

"Sir,” said the^sailor, "your observation, I per- 
ceive, is but a delicate and discreet inquiry. There 
is nothing romalHic in my history : I new was 
what you y.all noble : I never was better than a 
sclioolmaster in a small market-town. My edu- 
cation has taught me to reprove any opqn disre- 
spect to the Bible. If the lady had spoken where 
only her equals were present, I should have gone 
away* quietly ; but sailors may be corrupted.” . 

"Without doubt there are good things in the 
Bible,” said Le Doux. " Bossuet has quoted in 
the place about the white cemetery. Then you 
read l.<aiin ! ” 

" No, sir ! ” 

" How ! 0 ! 1 forgot : you have a transhktion of * . 
it . . have you not 1 A little . . it does not quite 
correspond with the original 1 ” This he spoke, 
not so much in his own character as in his coun- 
try’s. One would have supposed that he under- 
stood Greek and Hebrew, yet he did rot understand 
a sentence even of Latin. One would have supposed 
that he bad collated the original with the English 
version, yet. it was by an old and ^bsoare reposU 
that be knew of its existence. 

“ 1 was zealous for my Bible,” 8fii<]t the sailor. 

" I love my countiy^ aB d am proud of my language ; 
the Bible is f be best thing in both. Often have 
T thouglit of those who translated it, what they 
wore, what their fathers were, what were theiy 
friends and teachers. Sir, I would have given my 
life, when it was a life of hope and hippincss, to 
make by such holy meafls as this book the English 
language known through the world. And yet my 
love of it has done me for a time some harm.” 

Le Doux was desirous of hearing what it could 
'be ; indeed there are few who are not so ofhearing 
any harm : some from sympatliy, some fiom ma- 
lignity, some from curiosity, the rest from a wish 
of excitement. Lady Oleiigrin beckonef him 
away. " Favour me amjHior time,” said he, to the 
sailor; "I am deeply penetrated.” 

Lady Olengrin nodded again, and asked him 
how he could be so ill-natured, when he had a 
musician with him, as not to call forth his taUnt. 

" Oracles arc obscure,” replied he, " Mac Arthur 
tells me,” she rejoined, "that Michael shoted 
him a flute, made out of a broken cane which: he 
picked up in Genoa.” "We will have a datce 
then, please God ! ” cried he. " Life is at stake, 
general ! You and I must draw lots for the lady, 
since 1 dare not leave it to her choice, and die 
would not make mortal enemies.” This he spoke, 
bowing in turn to each, appealing to Jier soliH- 
tously, and awaiting with deference her deto^ 
miiiation. 

The pTopoi^al was saiudioncd : the three stood 
up : the Russian Avas commanded to bring out 
his flute ; the seal-skin that contained his clothes 
and his treasure, was unstrapped : he ran upon 
deck Avith it in his hand: but this and the 
othdl: too were raised upon his head and teai^ 
ing his .black bear-like hair : tears ran down 
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bU cheeks : and now for thi first time after 
many years was heard from hisflips the Russian 
language. 

" Wl^t is the matter 1 ” saicl the Swiss, his 
comrade, with perfect compoBuJe, to the Irish 
butler Mac Arthur- **The son of a . . iS|a woman !” 
answered the butler. Did you ever hear such a 
soft language as she makes of her Russian / ” 

He had not finished when his lady, indignant 
at some word in the sentence, walked toward him 
fiercely from behind, and seizing him by the 
collar, gave him a hearty kick in the bull’s eye of 
thc^pantahson, with ‘'I will teach you decency, 
you reptile !” He retired and sat down by a sailor, 
who asked him in the universal silence that had 
succeeded, “ Pat, how do you like the now fashion 
* • of sharp-toed shoes ? ” 

'*Sir,” answered he, would have you to 
know, my name is not Pat nor anything like it, 
but Agrippa Mac Arthur.” 

No offence, I Jope, Mr. Agrippa Mac Arthur. 
It would have been uncharitable and unchristian- 
like, if I could have seen such a sad mischance 
befall a fellow-creature, and hold my tongue upon 
•4#. Suppose you try a pickled herring while the 
hurt is fresh : a rare thing to bring out the fire 
that flies frt>m a. witch's toe-nail ! ” 

Agrippa was consoled by friendship. ''No, 
thank you,” replied he; "she shall never have 
the .satisfaction of seeing it. ” And then whis- 
kered in the sailor's ear, " What a marksman the 
viaten is 1 ” 

We must now endure the griefs and tribula- 
tions of the poor Russiaifw'hose flute was broken. 

" Can not you repair it, Michael ] ” said Le 
Douje, humanely. 

Saint Nicolas could not ! ” answered he, with 
a sigh from the bottom of his heart. And ht* 
crossed himself as rapidly as possilde, that his 
contrition might be observed by the saiufc at the 
first glance after the derogatory words, and before 
they could well be writtiii down against him. 

' What is all this blubbering about]" said the 
Captain to Le Doux. 

"My servant Michael has broken his flute,” 
answered he, “ and tlib poor fellciw «s inconsolable. 
Indeed we could have danced if wc had it ; the 
loss is .no trifling one to any of us, and heavy to | 
him who made the iiistruincut." j 

" He made it !” cried the captain incredulously. | 
" Yes,” said Le Doux, "1 saw him cutting the 1 
cane, now I remember.” | 

" Why then, sir,” replied the captain, " he 
could make such another out of this sugar-stick : 
let him try his hand.” ‘ 

Joy played upon deck like the sun. Even Lady 
Ulengrin grew calm, and said to Le Doux, 

" These cursed Irish must be treated like dogs, 
colonell I hope nevertheless you will excuse my 
anger.*' 

"Madam,” said he, dissembling that he had 
aeen the voie de fait, " if you were angry at the 
aeeident, I do assure you, your servant wrasmot in 
tkuit. Renault slept upon it (as 1 saw) last night. 


I and perhaps cracked it. I would not tell Michael, 
to make the man more uneasy, and turn friends 
into enemies.” 

" But that fellow’s impudence, my butler’s.” 

" He has been sitting among the sailors, and if 
indeed he laughed a little, Michs^el did not see 
him probably, and I do assure you, if he had, poor 
Michael ish good creature. They will live again 
in harmony.” 

Her ladyship was persuaded that the castigation 
she had given was unobserved. The flute was 
made : paniers of grapes and peaches stood ready 
for*any of the three who might be thirsty from the 
dance : and there was a cask Containing the wines 
of Lunel in bottles, covered over with wet leaves 
and sail-cloth. In the whole ship there was but 
one rueful face. An old seaman, whose arms and 
breiist had various marks upon them punctured 
and inlaid with gunpowder, and whose back too 
bore sundry transverse white stripes, probably 
from his mother having dreamt of a zebra, was 
very officious in keeping the leaves and s-ail cloth 
wet. At last he crept away, and whispered to 
the messmate in whom ho placed the most con- 
fidence : " Things may happen beyond our reckon- 
ing. 1 have known many such, and have heard 
of more; but none like tliis. The Hccla has 
passed us in the night I Captain Parry has been 
aboard ! As I am a Christian, there is ice among 
the bottles ! ” Le Doux hud ordered a small pro- 
vision of it, enough for a day or two, and this was 
only the morning of the second ; and Renault had 
exerted his utmost skill in preserving and pre- 
paring it below. 

The biblical sailor was much amused at seeing 
the colonel, who kft him an hour before so "deeply 
penetrated,” dance delightfully. After a few com- 
pliments ^ his partner, wdio was incommoded by 
the sea and >\ ent to lie down, he returned with a 
countenance full of interest, Just as wlicu " life 
wa< at stake." 

"I have always heard the Bible,” said he, "called 
a very dangerous book in the hands of the laity, 
and 1 am most anxious to know what was the 
peculiar liarm it did you.” 

"Thomas Paine,” answered the sailor, "had 
WTitteu something against it. I had not read this, 
nor thought of reading it, Aviieii I saw in a gazette 
which I took weekly the d* or ti semen t of an 
Apology for it. A /^olot/y for the Blhla ! and 
by a hvihop I The Avord in Creek, I am informed, 
does not convey the same idea as with us : but I 
knew nothing of Greek, and was shocked at what 
I thought an intimation that the book of life re- 
quired an excuse. I bought it, together with the 
strictures which provoked it. The flcrcencBs and 
eflfrontciy of the one, the smooth insincerity and 
flat yewberry SAA^cetness of the ofher, equally dis- 
gusted me. I had only a single shelf for my books, 
in all about forty-five or fifty, and never did I 
think it necessary to conceal one. A neighbour 
asked me what I thought of these : I answered 
that 1 would rather have Paine’s pen than Watson’t 
crosier. He entreated me to lend him the volume. 
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(InwilUng to propagate the seeds of scepticism, I 
said, ' I am sorry I can not ; I have lent it.’ This 
deliberate hnd cowardly falsehood brought its 
punishment. I never had refused a book to an 
acquaintance, or anything else in my house, and 
until that moijaent I had always thought myself 
as incapable of a falsehood as a denial. In most 
of our towns and villages the systeiA had now 
commenced of that which you Frenchmen call 
espionage: wc hud no name for it, and have none 
3 ’’ct. Before the war, we were somewhat different 
from other nations. This convulsion of Europe 
joined, morally speaking, the island to the con- 
tinent. We Ihon be^an to !ulk a language we had 
ncN'or learnt or beard ; wc had aristocrat and 
democrat ; and, what is worse, our aristocrats and [ 
democrats were just like yours,” 

Lc l)oux bowed and smiled. 

“ I am afraid T liavc said an uncivil thing,” 
continued the sailor, ^^and I beg pardon. In- j 
juries in one respect hurt the memory ; that is, ’ 
by contracting it to the narrow point they spring 
from.” 

My friend,” said Lc Doux, placing his hand 
with gentleness under the elbow of the apologist, 
have as little reason to be pleased with either 
of these parties as you have. Continue.” 

The story, that my shelf was filled with pro- 
fane anil seditious and indecent books, became 
current in the parish. My scholars were taken 
away from me; even those who came upon the 
charity, disappeared. Parents who had known me 
from my childhood, visited mo now only to obtain 
a glance at my library. They found no other 
work of ill repute than Paine’s, which from a 
sense of honour and openness «» I had replaced. 
Nevertheless all who were in business were threat- 
ened with the loss of it unless they removed their 
children from my tuition ; others removed them, 
as they declared to me, that they might not quarrel 
with their customers ; *for they loved,’ they said, 

^ peace and quiet.’ Elias Hallidaj^ that friend 
who had asked me for the Age of Eeason, went 
to the Reverimd Mr. Chisholm, now curate to his 
father ; and he, immediately on the intelligence, 
drew on his boots and came to me. 

“ ‘ Mr. Christopher Normanby,’ said he, ‘ I 
never thought you taught lads blasphemy and 
sedition.’ 

‘ Sir,* answered I, quietly, ' you, being our 
spiritual guide, should have inquired into it ; for 
the renort I have reason to believe is a fortnight 
old!’ 

** * A damned aty fellow ! ’ said he, striking 
his spur with a switch. ^ • ^yell, 1 must be back to 
the glebe.’ 

Mr. Chisholm was nevef ; my friend, from the ' 
strangest of motives ; from "^J-nosscssing what he 
thought should have been mine. TVhe rector}’ was 
presented to his fiither by Lord Sarr^dyhurst, who 
resides in another firt of the county, Tand to whom 
that gentlemitttt. steward. He Il iad been an 
attorney; bu^J|l8omc wrong crasuire, wlii- b he 
made perhap8^V<5andle-light, ho waSh induced to 


abandon his promssiou. My £ithor was educated 
at the expense J the late lord, for havlnjg laved 
his son from diowning in the Trent, and not 
only was indebt^ for his education to that worthy 
peer, but for allegacy of five hundred pounds, 
bequeathed to him in his last words almost. 
Never was^there a tenderer heart, a humbler soul, 
than my father’s. At Oxford he had made great 
progress in the mathematics, which brought him 
many enemies, that stud}" being in his time much 
discopmged tlicre. He was suspected to be a 
good classical scholar, but his shyness would not 
let it appear : those who knew him bcit were not 
certain of it, for they could judge only from wnat 
they s;iw at lecture, and to Ibosc who knew him 
little there appeared to be a proof to the contrary. 
When he was about to take his degree, ip order , , 
that he might be inducted to the rectory of 
Sandyhurst, one of the examining masters was 
resolved to pluck him.” 

'' A very uiyjivil intcrriiplioy I ” said Le Doux. 
*'Are the masters themselves so rude? ” 

“ You do not understand the term, sir : you do 
not know perhaps that any single master can pre- 
vent a person from taking a degree. A studciApr 
a year older than my father, and in competition 
with w’hom ho had carried off a callcge-prixe, 
discouraged him so a/y the examination that he 
lost his degree. He returned into the country, 
aud told his young patron (for the father was 
lately dead) what had happened. ' 

‘ Pooh, Kit,’ cried he, patting him on the 
shoulder, ‘ go to Glasgow, man ! Jim Towne, my 
furrier, was made a doctor there in the twinkling 
of ail eye : the rascal was starving on horse-flesh. 

At present, by a good intelligence with the resur- 
rcction-mcn, he holds up his head like a heron 
half-a-wing from the marsh, and looks askance 
in your face fiercer tlian a caught polecat, as he 
passes.’ » 

* My lord,’ answered my father, ‘ their church 
is different from ours.’ ^ 

** * Go to Cambridge then. My word for it, with 
I your figures and two little straight linos betwixt, 

: they will send you back nicked and cropped and 
! spruce criouglij fqr the deanery of Durham. Re- 
member, tlie rectory is a good eighty a-year . , . 
by the bye, would you like the perpetual advow- 
; sou ? At the end of the twclveinontli you have 
five hundred, you know, and we can sign aud 
seal thereupon . . aye, Kit?’ 

^ It would be sinioniacal,’ answered my father. 

‘Simoniacal !’ repeated the peer with grave 
mimicry. * The word itself in any man’s mouth 
is enough to make him a hypocrite for life. A 
sand-boy, who docs not know the meaning of it, 
has only to say it, and it turns him into a piek- 
]>ocket or swindler. Why, thou cursed fool ! 
simony is evcrytliing in form and nothing in feet. 

Is there a Father in God upon the bench that has 
not committed it, if you put the thing in place of 
the letter V 

Miy father's health declined. * I tell you 
what, young man ! unless you take a wife it is all 
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aver with you,’ said the doctor.! My father could 
no more ta)ce a wife than he coik take a city : he 
waa acquainted with no young wmau : he declared 
it * £^ad, 1 thought as much,’ tried the doctor : 
looking at him, nevertheless, aif he would have 
done at an ibis or crocodile just unb<^ed. * We 
will remedy that too : the drug is as ^ily found 
as buckthorn.’ 

** Doctor Broom had been surgeon to a ship in 
the fleet under Kodney, and was the intimate 
friend of his captain, who, after being in coqptant 
service for fifty years, was made an admiral, and, 
os they call it, laid on the shelf. To kill time, 
whSn he had nothing else to kill, he married a 
bar-maid at Torquay. They both drank hard, and I 
were so affectionate a couple that one did not sur- 1 
vive the other above a twelvemonth. They left 1 
an infant daughter, ill provided for : the doctor j 
took it, and sent it to school. She was now six- 
teen : he rode over for her, and told her she must 
come and help hini. His garden Joined my fa- 
ther’s; and he tlfought of hedges as lawyers 
think of laws. ' I have no notion of a hedge,’ 
said he, ^ without a gap in it:’ his boots w'ere 
JJjick, h^ was strong and corpulent, he soon 
made one. * Have a care !’ said he, * grasp my 
coat-pockeW mind the onion-sauce He arrived 
at my father’s with his war<^ holditg a dish in her 
two hands, and cried, ' Kit, my hearty dog, hast 
any appetite for a young rabbit, clean as a penny, 
out of my own cub, fed upon bran and sowthistle, 
and smothered in onions C 

" My father thanked with much courtesy his 
kind friend, and really felt a good appetite. 

“ ' If this young lady and yourself will favour 
me.’ 

"^Not she, nor 1 either : wo have just eaten 
the fellow to it.’ % 

‘ Miss will at least sit down.’ 

* No, thank you, sir : 1 must go.’ 

^ Who told you that?’ cried the doctor, glan- 
cing his eye athwart the back of his chair. She 
looked out of the window* and answered * She did 
not know.’ 

** ‘ Sit down then,' cried her guardian, in the 
same authoritative tone as before^ ^he was walk- 
ing toward the only vacant seat, one with a wooden 
bottom, Avhen my father (an absent man on many 
occasions) rose hastily, and placed his, which had I 
his pillow upon it, before her. 

' * 0 no, sir I’ 

** 'I beg and entreat you will, miss !’ 

** ^0 nor 

** He took ber gently by the arm, soft as a 
flower, and the coolness of it refreshed him to the 
heart. He seated her: he spoke to her: only 
that he might stand near her. Was he then so 
feeble that be could not be heard across a chamber 
of fourteen feet by twelve 1 

When he wanted me to marry, he told me 
the tale, and added, ‘ Christopher, there is no 
such preservative against vice as the recollection 
of these events. I do believe that beauty, in ite 
early innocence, has something of what, for want 


I of a better and more definite name, we call 
‘ ctherial ; something pure and rapid, something 
that stands impassibly between us and evil, and 
holds our little world from ruin and corruption , 
something that unites us here in love and amity, 
inasmuch as what is mortal can be united, and 
converts us at last to itself in fulness and per- 
fection.’ ” 

Lo Doux heard the sailor with wonder, and 
looked at his rigid throat, his reddened breast, 
his hands covered with wiry and inverted hair. 

“ I am at* home again,” said he, “ I am with 
my father, and talk freely. If you are tired of 
me, leave me.” * 

“ My friend,” said Le Doux, “ I hear 3 "ou with 
interest : pi*ay proceed.” 

Alice hardly ever would enter the bedchamber 
again, but she was fond of walking in the garden, 
steep as it was and short and narrow, and contain- 
ing but one cherry-tree, some gooseberr^’^-bushes, 
and a Virginian sumach that darkened the case- 
ment of the lower room. My father must go down 
and talk to his little maid. 

** * Go,’ said the doctor, ' I get fond of reading, 
and you have a power of books bore.’ 

** Alice had been long below : she must now 
go and sec what her guardian was doing : he 
might want her. She tripped up stairs : my 
father stopped breathless in the middle. ' Are 
you coming too, Mr. Norrnanby? come then. 
What is the matter I arc you tired, you sly romp ?’ 
. . for he had thrown a gooseberry at her bonnet . . 

*No, little Alice, the only fault of this house 
is, that the staircase wants air.’ 

^ * What ! with the door wide open and the win- 
dows too, and o^ily the twenty-fourth of May? 
Indeed, Mr. Normanby, I cannot but think you 
are a very discontented man: you ahvays want 
something.’ 

‘ Who makes that noise there?’ cried the doc- 
' tor. Alice ran down, and found in her turn an 
inconvenience in the staircase to complain of. If 
ray lather had not caught her, w'h ' knows wljat 
j might have happened ! It was providential, 
j “ ‘Alice,’ said my father a fcv\ days .ifterward, 

1 ‘ I have often seen you eating niy gooseberries and 
cherries, and what is worse, before thev are half 
I . 

grown. 

“ ‘ It is very true,’ replied ' be bbishing, ‘ but I 
protest it was not in n .-Jice, and that whenever 1 
caught mj-^self doing it, I stoj^ped.’ 

“ ‘ You must pay me.’ 

‘ ‘ How can I ? I have only a sampler.’ 

‘ T will have that then.’ 

‘ She ran like a greyhound through the gap 

I brought it. It was neatly worked. 

• ‘ lieally, Alice, the.se letters arc foriiied di- 
vinely.’ 

‘Some of them,’ said she, ^are better than 
others.’ 

“ ‘ 1 cannot see that,’ said my father. 

“ ‘ 0 yes they are : but wliat do you men know 
about work ?’ 

“ ‘ Come, my little xVlice, hUoav me no w the belt. 
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“ She looked over them, and sometimes drew 
one straiter, and sometimes another, across her 
fore-finger. 

“ ' They are not mnrh amiss,’ said she. 

“ * Bnt sliow me the difference.’ 

** * I think the N' is rather better than those on 
each side/ 

” * 0 you deserve a coronet for such a present,’ 
crijd my father, seeing her embarrassment, and, 
running before her that he might not suspect he 
saw it, leaped up at a flower on the sumach. She 
laughed that he had missed it, and leaped at it 
too ; nor was it at the first attempt that eshe 
reached it, nor witliout help. 

"Alice,’ said the doctor one afternoon, 'you 
sit working all the day, and work worse than ever; 
where is your sampler, child? What do you 
colour at?’ 

" T thought T might give it, sir, to Mr. Nor- 
manliy; I took so much of his fruit whenever I 
went, there.’ 

* ' Aliec,’ said he, " you are seventeen the first 
of October; I c:innot treat you with green goose- 
berries and pule cherries, hut the grapes against the 
kitchen chimney will soon be ripe, and I have such 
a rarity for you, as you never saw in your life-time.’ 

" ' 0 dear, sir, do not think of it ! and you have 
patients in the fever who care more about grapes.’ 

" " T have one indeed who has such a fever on 
him, he would play the devil with the best fruit at 
table, and have it all to himself’ 

“ ' Let him have it, ray dear sir.’ 

' So I will’ 

" Alice rail and kissed the doctor. ' Poor Kit!’ 
cried he, Alice, in the act of starting back, had 
fainted in his arms. ' Why ! how now, girl ! art 
in love with me! 'shlood ? I’ll bring thee to tbyself 
again.’ lie had no more scruple with her than a] 
child lias Avith a doll, and his remedies were Avitbin 
reach. " Simpleton ! Avhincil he in derision, AA'hcn 
slie began to recover, ' he has ju.st as much of a 
fever as you have.’ 

" Sir, it is time I should stop,” said the sailor : 
“ I am relating these things of my mother, just as 
if she had been an heiress of a thousand a-ycar, had 
lived in a turret and run along a corridor from 
her birth, had married a marquis, and had been 
presented at court.” 

“ She Av;is a pretty girl, I am persuadcil,” said 
Le Doux, “ and Ave wil| suppose in her favour that 
she bad those advantages. Go on, Mr. Normauby ; 
there is little to add, 1 fancy,” 

" ‘ If,’ Slid the doctor, ' he .should have a small 
matter of ailment, Avhich by neglect is one that 
might groAv violent, would you sit by him?’ 

' Willingly.’ 

" ' All day long?’ 

*' 'All night too. 1 have a good deal of courage 
when nobody frightens me.’ 

' And quite alone ? you timid thing! Remem- 


j “ ' Whether hi slept or woke V 

' 1 would piXy God he Blight sleep, aud wendd 
make no noise.’! 

" The doctoimt this burst into what he called 
a horse-laugh, g Come now,’ said ho, 'you are a 
good girl, and I Avill show you the curiosity I 
mentionea. 

" He walked to my father’s with her, and found 
him pruning his cherry-tree : he stepped down 
joyously and ran toward them. ' Have you done?’ 
asked the doctor. On the affirmative, ' Give mo 
the pruning-knife, then : it is a shame to see that 
thief of a sumach getting in at the window/ 

" '0 my dear sir!' cried Alice, 'show me* the 
curiosity. Mr. Nonuanhy, I never saw that 
pruning-knife . . do let mo see it.’ 

" My father placed his back against the sumach, 
looked tenderly and anxiously at Alice, shut the 
knife, gave it to her, and whispered, ' Don’t lot 
him !' 

" ' I will disappoint you, my dear guai*dian, in 
your pruning, for friglitcning*ine.’ 

" ' What frightened you, Alice?’ said my father, 
looking Avitb great solicitude. 

" ' He knoAvs,’ said Alice, shaking hgr head. 

"'And Normanby shall know too, deceitnu 
whisperer 1 ’ 

' O dear, dear sir^ don’t let llim !’ 

"'A truce with pruning,’ said the doctor, '1 
have other things to do. And nOAV for the 
curiosity.’ 

" ' I know what you mean,’ said my father ; 
‘several boys were after it.’ 

"'And will be, if I. don’t secure it,’ said the 
doctor. 

" ' It was late, I suppo.se,’ said my father, ' for 
that sort of butterfly ; yet it Avas only a butterfly 
after all.’ 

" ' O, foul-moutbcd fellow I’ cried the doctor. 

'* ' Really, I never troubled my head about such 
trifles,’ replied my father in vindication. 

" ' Here is the curiosity ! Come and take it, 
Alice. .\ man who cai/nardly live a day without 
you, and dares not say he loves you,' ” 

Lr Doux. And you are the only fruit of this 
marriage ? 

Nornianhy. A rougli-flavoured and worthless 
one ! I had a sister, three years younger than 
m3'^Helf, whose birth caused the death of my mother. 

Le Doux. Whom j^ou do not remember then. 

Nonuanhy. I do, and w'^cll. I have before me 
her clear tAolourless face, which I have heard was 
always so ; her blue quiet eyes, which she turned 
on me Avhen I ran out of my bed the morning 
before her death, hearing her sigh and ask about 
me. The infant w\as born weakly, and my mother 
being w^eaklier still, it was recommended to find 
another nurse for it, " The child is mine,” ex- 
i claimed she in desperation, " slie shall not have 
two mothers.” 


ber hoAV you shrieked Avhen the kitten the other 1 " And would you rather she should have none, 

evening purred and rubbed against A'our legs, j my blessed Alice?” 

Could you stay quite alone T 1 « J know not, my Normanby. God protect 

“‘Quite’ ‘ i her!” 
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God did; and, when the par! t could not hear 
her, took her. 

Soon after the marria^jc, <ord Sandyhurst 
pressed my father a second tim to enter on the 
living, which he remarked was ' ^Idcn in trust for 
him ; *'or if you do not like it, said his lordship, 
before any reply could% given, ''yoil shall have 
the charity school instead : it is worth as much 
within a trifle, and there are no (luarrels or trouble 
about tithes : added to which the house is kept 
in repair by the trustees.” My father thanked 
him, and accepted the school. Five hubdred 
pounds w^ere paid hy his lordship's house-steward, 
and Mr,^ Chisholm, the land-steward, became 
rector improprietor of Sandylmrst, the bishop 
having ordained him at the recomiiieiidation of 
his patron, and every necessary preliminary having 
• been legally observed. He was soon appointed 
bis lordship’s chaplain, and within the year was 
doctor of laws. People found that they had been 
much mistaken in his character. He was a pious, 
humane, and liberal man ; so a\’cl-sc from Htigji- 
tion that no wonder he had not succeeded as a 
lawyer ! He visited tlie farmers separately ; told 
thorn he would leave all questions to their dlscre- 
^Tfon and*goodncss ; that they might give him a 
tenth or a ^entieth, as they pleased. Some indeed 
had pfeteiiaed, while ho was agent, that they from 
time immemorial had paift a modus or composi- 
tion ; he smiled at that, and said he sliould be 
truly sorry to prove the cmitrary. 

** Come,” said he to tlio richest of the tenants, 
whom he had always fa\’ourcd most, " what have 
you paid me?” ^ 

“ Don’t you romcinber, doctor, you never took 
more than forty-two shillings, saying that forty- 
five was too much.” 

"We must give and take,” said the rector^ 
"like good Christians. You shall pay me forty- 
eight for fourteen years, or during your residence 
and your son's, and hero are two ten-pound bank- 
notes.” 

" A bargain ! ” cxclaiftied the farmer. 

The rest sent him chickens and ducks; and, 
finding him w^ary, said plainly, they did not see 
wliy one neighbour was more neighbour than 
another. He declared that he*>v3uld encourage 
the civil and iinlustrious ; and he would see who 
was grateful before he carried his liberality much 
farther. They brought him I heir u^astc paper; 
such they called the old rcceipj^,s ; he altered (it 
was said) such figures as were changed the easiest, 
and laid them by. In tlie new' agreements those 
who had large families paid loss, those who had 
none or smaller paid more. Lord Saudyliurst, at 
the recommendation of his new steward, went over 
to the estate. The steward was of opinion that 
it could be doubled : the tenants w ere ejected. 
The good rector received them like a father, and 
consoled them. They lent him their teams, they 
40ld him the manure, they would rather give it to 
him than leave it on the ground. The steward 
and a surveyor recommended an enclosure of the 
common and the warren. The doctor woifld not 


oppose any plan con<lucive to the public good, and 
would bo contented for his share to accci)t the 
worst part of the common and the poor barren 
warren, mthcr than have litigations about tithes. 
He gave notice however, that for the future he 
should tiike them in kind, until the commis- 
sioners had made their award. Lord Sandyhurst 
threatened to litigate : the rector would feel 'the 
deepest sorrow at any such thing, and would 
refer the matter to arbitration : nay, his lordship 
should appoint both arbiters. Blight and another, 
who came by accident to visit him, were nomi- 
nated : Chisholm submitted : he had given his 
w’ord. On the return of th<^* arbiters they w ere 
very melancholic. 

" Well, what have you done with himl” said 
his lordship: they shook their heads. The commis- 
sioners, who W'erc neighbours, had loft the tithes 
as they found them ; Dr. Chislndm liad consented 
to exchange a part of his glebe for only half 
the common, and that uuisani'C which in its 
present stale brought so many foxes about it, the 
w'arren. 

" lie niust have seen your lord.>hi])*s receipts 
and other papers.” 

" Surely ; he w'as my stcw'ard you know.” 

" He should not have taken advantage of Ins 
kiiowdedge, if indeed he did ; in other respects 
nobody could have acted more liberally. His 
warmest wish was the harmony of the j)arish.” 

" A lawyer t urned parson,” cried Lord Sandy- 
hurst, "has the devil by both horns, and can 
dance him about as he pleases : liowevcr I will eat 
him up with my game.” 

" My lord,” said one of them, " 1 am sorry to 
infonii you, he has a right of free w^arreii, which is 
dependent on tlie wurrencr’s house. He shelved 
us the document.” 

" I myself gave him with my own hands that 
long musty scroll about the warren, to prove the 
extent and show him his advantages. The rogue 
said my word was enough, and W'ould hardly 
throw his eyes over the parchment : I observed 
that his liorse was frightened ai V, and went off 
at full speed.” 

My fath..r heard these particuLfs, ami thanked 
Clo 1 that his lordship had relieved himfiom such 
heart-huriiings and such imputation.-). 

'A pretty thing to thank God for!” said Dr. 
Broom, "you might have netted a third of what 
ChiBholm does, and have been deemed an honest 
man. You have now only your school and your 
five hundred.” 

The school he had : the five hundred ho never 
had. Dr. Broom, of his own accord, went to 
remind the peer that Mr. Nonnanby of the schoor 
had a small matter left by his lordship’s worthy 
father. 

" He did say something about five hundred, but 
he was light-headed in a manner, as you must lo- 
member, Broom; and besides I gave Normanby 
the school. If he had not been the greatest booby 
in the universe, he miglit have been rector of 
Sandyhurst, and kept liis carriage.” 
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'' My lord, it i& easier in our (ia>yA for a man to 
•;eep his carriage than his word I find.’* I 

* I shall not ask you what you mean, my friend 
Broom, but you shall presently see what I mean.” 

He walked away, and returned with a horsewhip. 
Broom, outrageous at the indignity, forgot that 
he was by thirty years the older man, and, running 
at him, knocked him down. 

Le Dotix. A peer of parliament 1 that is grave ! 

. . Normaiiby did not attend to the observation, 
btit went on. *'Such, sir, is the custom of our 
country, that, a man once down is sacred.” 

Le boux. You are the strangest people in the 
world ! the very opposite of the rest I 

Normanhy. His lordship rose, and, casting aside 
the whip, became the pugilist, and, not without a 
long and doubtful contest, threw his adversary. 

Do you know who keeps his word now 1*’ cried 
he. ** Who is the best man nowl” 

The greatest rascal, I must needs confess it,” 
cried the doctor ; " but every dog has his day.” 

As the late peer had no other child, and was a 
widower, he made no will : the bequest was ver- 
bal. My father could never be induced to apply 
for the money, and indeed (what he did not know) 
Lord Sandyhurst swore he never would pay it, 
lest he should seem to have been bullied out of it. 
Broom, thinking that he by his rashness had 
been the cause of this resolution, lost his admira- 
ble flow of spirits, gawe up his gun, sat and mused 
with my parents, whom, ho told them, he had 
ruined, wont late to bed, and some say indulged 
in mild ale. His health, however, did not visibly 
decline. What then was the astonishment and 
consternation of his friends, when Phincas, who 
had taken his boots to his bedside, found him 
dead from apople.vy ! No work was done in the I 
town that day. » lie left the little he possessed to 
my mother and her children, trusting that she 
would f ake care of his two servants, who had lived 
Ivith him all their lives. It amounted to a few hun- 
dred pounds, Ibr the tenement was not his own, 
and he always had been generous. My mother 
wept over him as over a father ; she had known no 
other : my father as over a friend : no other had 
he known. They found a better ])laee for their 
maid, and took his domestics into their lioiisc. 

My mother folloAved to the grave her ijarental 
guartlian before she had completed her twenty- 
second year. My father lived till 1 was almost of 
age. The loss of his companion, of whom he 
talked to me every day from my sixteenth year, 
shortened his innocent and useful life. In my 
earlier boyhood 1 do not think he ever mentioned 
her. ** Christopher,” said he on his death-bed, 
*"Ihavc borne up more manfully than you are 
aware of. You are now old enough to keep the 
school ; and see hero the kindness of our patron.” 

Lord Sandyhurst, at the entreaty of the parish. 
Had been prevailed on to appoint me to the place 
of master, vacant by reason of my father’s ill 
health. 

The day is sultry,” sjiid he, “ opeu the case- 
ment. I have kept my bed throe weeks. Look 


out, and see whe |ner the sumach is in flower : it 
ought to be, or i W it.” 

' There is on^ 

* Go down aiJ cut it, and bring it me . . Stop 
a moment . . nes, I must have it, Christopher.' 

I ran down a id brought it to him. "How 
sweet it LI!” said he, laying it on his ftee, and 
smiling as if refreshed by it. 

" Father,” said I, smiling too ; for he seemed 
much better ; " I did not know tliat there was 
any sweet scent in the sumach and would have 
takeh it to smell. One breath shook its feathery 
flower. It was his last. 

. . The colonel pressed the hand of the mariflier ; 
for there are workings of the heart that cast down 
all distinctions. 

Le Dovx, Lord Sandyhurst, I am afraid, can 
have but a very bad heart. 

Nortnariby, I am unwilling to suppose that his 
heart is a very bad one ; which would be a heavy 
accusation ; since every man wjjo has received the 
rudiments of* culture, is in |;reat measure the 
framer of his own. I am more inclined to believe 
that there is something in his brain defective or 
amiss ; an evil which no man can remedy or 
control. 

Le Doux. Why do you think sol Wlmt you have 
related is no proof or sign of it, but shows* rather 
that sort of brain which most people have, and 
which they call the soundest. 

Nonnanby. My reason for thinking as I do, is 
this. When his maternal uncle died, who was 
doatingly fond of him, and at whose house he had 
passed the greater part, of his boyhood and his 
youth, he received the congratulations of his 
acquaintance on his increase of fortune. 

Le Doux. Surely : ought he then to exclude 
them 1 

iXontianf^y. I should have said, if it had not 
seemed malieioiis, that he received their congra- 
tulatioiiB with pleasure and satisfaction. 

Le Doux. He inherited as much as he expected, 
did he not ‘i * 

Nonniuiby. 1 imagine so ; every one knew that 
Mr. Eward spent his whole income ; but the land 
wa.s unencumbered' by debt, and worth about four 
thousand a-ycar. ' 

Le Doux. Well then! he might fairly rejoice at 
coming into possession. 

A'^onuanhy. Good God I into what possession 
did be come w^hich was not his more amply and 
more delightfully before! He gained nothing: 
he lost the hand that gave him it, the heart that 
welcomed him to it, the voice that cheered him 
in his use of it, the dispenser that kept it for his 
sake, the friend in whose conviviality and con- 
verse he could and did enjoy it. On what account 
do the wise and frugal, on what account do even 
the idlest and most unthinking, wish for 
property 1 

Le. Doux. To spend it among their friends. 

Norwanby. Are then those who plunder them 
at the gaming-table, those who sell them an un- 
sound' horse or such as they themselves are afraid 
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to ride, those who recomuicmi\ to them a cast 
uustress or a cashiered stewar9,!lhose who, seeing 
them in sickness, call them im their tendercst 
mood poor devUs, and whose mos^ anxious inquiry 
is, what / alive siUl/ . . aie those the friends that a 
ratlotLal soul should prefer to the guardian of his 
infancy, the director of his adolescence, the 
browner of his energies at the goal of manhood, 
^hose eye stiffened on his harder features (and 
did not find them so) ere it closed in death 1 
Men have been the richer, but no man, thinking 
as he ought, over inherited a fortune from parent 
or from friend. What mine produces them ! 
srlqtt labour can acquire them ! what regret can 
recover them once lost ! and shall the only thing 
worthless that they leave behind compensate us ! 

Le Louti. My good friend, you did not find 
,any great difference in your fortune, or else 
perhaps . . . 

Normanby, Go on, sir ! . . Then let me. I pos- 
sessed BO few things that every one of them gave 
me a distinct sen^^tion, and a painful one, re- 
minding me of him who had left them. In thus 
alone had I to regret the humhleness of my con- 
dition. The regret was, however, of such a nature 
^aat by degrees I placed myself in its way volunta- 
rily, and even went after it above stairs and below. 
When I ha<? nothing else remaining to look at, I 
looked at the knots in the »deal unpainted door, 
and conned over one of my early lessons on the 
cause of their transparency in the simshine. 

Le 'Doux. If we retain these weaknesses too 
long, we arc good for little. 

Nonnanhy. True ; and if wc never have them, 
we are good for nothing. Neither our weak- 
nesses nor our strength should come into play 
incessantly. Both were given us wisely ; which 
I should say, even if I could think of no other 
purpose than the necessity of moderating them. ' 

Le Doux, I do not think, my honest friend, a 
man like you could reasonably be suspected of 
disloyalty or irreligion. 

Normanby, And if you did think it, sir, my 
mind would bo the same. I have opened my 
heart to you because it is long since I have seen 
a countenance I like so well, and because it is a 
pleasure to be heard attentively. « 

Le Doux. Pity ! that your father did not teach 
you the languages he had acquired. 

Nomnanby. He taught me gardening and geo- 
metry, which, he used to tell me playfully, are the 
washing and clear-starching of the mind, while 
other things for the most part he considered as 
the rags or ruffles. When I had acquired from 
him the elements of Latin, he said to me that I 
was now able to teach as much as w^as enjoined 
by the statutes ; and that if ever I had leisure I 
might extend my knowledge. After a pause, he 
added that he had seen some who had gained 
nothing from the classics but the right (as they 
imagined) of repining, when they found those 
who had made no greater progress in them, raised 
to vicarages and rectories, and even higher ; and 
♦Imt he would rather leave to me a moderate sus- 


tenance than a defective and fallacious title to one 
more plentiful 

Le Doux, I am charmed at his just views of 
society, which many men, less prudent than your- 
self, might turn away from. I must make you 
better known to my fellow-passengers. 

N onnanby. Sir, I beg you will not bring them 
hither. 

Le Doux. Have they offended you past for- 
giveness 1 

Nortnanhy. They have never offended me at 
all ; but my heart closes at them ; as there are 
some flowers which, without being delicate, close 
against insecta ^ 

Le Doux. I ought to bo much flattered at your 
reception of me. 

Normanby. Flattered! no, sir. That is a phrase 
of your country, and fit for it : lot me hear it 
again, and we converse no longer. 

Le Doux. A phrase has lost many a man a 
friend : I will be more cautious in future. I have 
listened with due attention to your father’s his- 
toiyr, and now am anxious to hear the rest of 
yours, which you abandoned as soon almost as 
you began. 

Normanby. The ashes were hot underfoot. I 
flew from myself to my father : my wrongs rose 
up before me. I have now again lost sight of 
them, partly by the memory of that sainl ly man, 
and partly by your encouragement and contpas- 
sion. Yes, sir, I am like a child who runs 
behind its parent, a child little used to be 
caressed and fondled, when at last a stranger 
bids it come and sit beside him, and is ready 
and well-pleased to listen to the idle rill of its 
discourse. 

I was pained excessively at the fathers of my 
boys refusing to visit or receive me ; some be- 
cause they had been so much mi.staken in me, 
and others because, as they said, it really would 
hurt them. My grief was intolerable when the 
boys themselves, who had revered and loved mo, 
hissed me on my way borne from church, tvJling 
me atheist, jacobin, and regieido T Jiad taught 
thorn to love their neighbour, nui had never seen 
ill them anything cruel or imkinr?. Several of 
them, on my father’s dc'ccase, said anxiously to 
me, "‘And what, shall we do if we lose you?'* 
awaiting my answer in tesrp Mr. Chisholm, who 
had been present at tueir altered conduct, came 
up to me just a.s f was ciiteriug my door, and said 
ho hoped what 1 bad heard would be a warning 
to me. As I returned no answer, but invited 
him to walk in, 0 your humble servant ! many 
thanks; is it come to this! It is well for you 
that there are no press-gangs up the country : 
they would teach you loyalty at the mast.” 

Never had I thought to receive a hint out of 
church from Mr. Chisholm, of which I should be 
likely to make any use in my conduct. Another 
aided him unconsciously. Phincas l^oley, rny 
old servant, placed the roast veal upon the table, 
and asked me whether I was satisfied with him and 
Martha, as my parents and Dr. Broom had been . 
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** Yes, my good Phiiieas, perfectly. ” 

“ Then, sir/’ said he, ** I sliall be sorry (God for- 
give me !) to leave you, though you are now become 
an enemy to God and man.” 

Leave me ? Pliineas ! ’* 

^^Both of us. We have places for life in the 
county hospiUl : we are fitted for the work, and 
ready to go when you can spare us.” 

** Dear lionest Phincas ! who persuaded you ? ” 

‘ Nt) matter : there arc good who were thought 
bad, and bad who were thought good.” 

What evil have you over seen in mo, Phineasf ’ 
None, sir ; unhappily.” 

** How ! ” , 

^'We can not see the heart." 

Ah then, Pliineas, you are in the right to leave j 
me. If you have not yet been able to see my j 
heart, J am to the full as bad a man as anyone j 
wouhl represent me." | 

** You Iiave been kind to me, as 1 told them, in i 
sickness and in licalth, and never said a cross word | 
to either of us. ‘ A or did the TemjUer to E\€,\ 
was the reply for this, ‘ nor atfaln on the excerdhuj 
hhjh moiutfaiu.' At these words, master, I felt 
how little 1 wasi of a scholar (though I heard them , 
a hundred times) and how' eniiirely in the snares i 
of Sill and Death." i 

Le Doux. Tlvere have been people worse treated 
than you have been, Mr. Normanby,but none more 
undeservedly. The civility due to your fair country- 
woman does not suspend my interest in your re- 
cital, yet it obliges rnc to make inquiries, and, if 
she is aw'ake, to receive her commands. You w'ill 
allow mo to join you again : you will acknowledge 
an old acquaintance ? 

Nonna nhij. *\t any time, and with pleasure. 

Tlie colonel found l^ady Glcilferin just waking. 
She hoped he would by degrees be fitted for the 
society it would be his destiny to find in Ireland: 
and some other such i)lcasan tries passed, which were 
commented on and explained by Sir Firebracc. 
They spent together the whole evening. Two of 
the party never rose oeforc noon : Le Doux was 
of opinion that the only thing tolerable at sea 
was the rising sun, and always was prepared to 
greet it. 

Does anyone remember (ah ! who does not re- 
member ?) the first time he ever saw myrtles in 
blossom on the bleak heath, where they spread the 
most widely and bloom the most profusely 1 Does 
he rcmeuiber the jolts and jerks, the sands and 
sudden stops, among the poor cultivation just be- 
fore ho re.iehed them How gladly folded he his 
arms upon his breast and drew the pure air from 
amid their sturry stillness ! Not unlike his fcel- 


Uniforms andld^ond rings are uaeftii, iiuve 
without them iJaEould often have forgotten the 
j personages 1 a versed with, and have ordered 
j them to bring x&e a glass of water and a biscuit. 
Resolute to avoid peculiarity, and to conquer that 
abstraction which is called obfence, it hardly ever 
has been jfij failing unless in the company of such 
people ; and I have usually felt a listlessness to 
amend, or even to apologise for, my fault. 

I Normanby saw the head of Le Doux mounting 
from the cabin, and saluted him. The conversa- 
tion ivas on various subjects, light and iminterest- 
ing. Both felt it. Come, Mr. Normanby,” said Le 
Doux, I am still your persecutor ; I ^hope jyjur 
last. Let us take our old places, and then to 
Phineas again and the exceeding high mountain*” 

Normanby smiled and continued. 

Determined to sell my furniture and leave thcr 
country, I gave notice of my intention, and sent 
for the auctioneer, a civil man. He said he owed 
me no ill-will, and would do as much by me as 
by another. Looking over tlij; volumes, of which 
about eight were Greek authors, and fewer Latin, 
he found hardly anything else than our old Eng- 
lish di vines. As you have acquired our language, 
and as these contain tlircc-fourths <5f what^W” 
excellent in it, you must have read them, and 
1 must know thoroughly those *1 afo about to 
, mention." * 

Lc Doux bowed, and left no doubt whatever on 
the mind of Normanl)y, who thus reported to 
him the discourse of Edgeware the auctioneer. 

J These fetch nothing, Mr. Nonnanby> I do 
j assure you. Let us see . . Lwcaa on Holinm, 
Lucas on Jlajypinm. 'Lord help us ! we have 
newer things on them by years and years, living 
as we do in an age of discovery. Leitjhton's <SV- 
mons. The style seems mighty low and wretched.’ 

** * It was once a good one,* I answered, * and will 
I be again when wo are fit for it. But crooked 
I thoughts are to be supported by stiff sentences. 

, Let no writer be solicitous of Fame ; she is more 
uncertain and more blin<^ than Fortune ; let them 
do for the best and be prepared for the worst. 
There are few readers and indeed few critics (we 
must call men by the names they assume) who 
^ tolerate Leighton.’ 

"'Why, Mr. Normanby, you talk like your 
, father,’ said the auctioneer. 

I believe, Mr. Edgeware,’ said I, 'they are his 
; very words. He used to call the book his milk 
and honey, and said that if Leighton had lived in 
the time of Christ, ho doubted whether John would 
have been the disciple best beloved. He sighed, 
I remember, as he added, taking me aside by the 


ing was the feeling of Le Doux. He had noticed sleeve, although we were alone, ' We are nothing 
for the first time a neglected plant, capable of ; now but sounding-board and cushion.* ” 
becoming the ornament (if chance had placed it i " * Taylor , . Barrow . . ’ ” 

there) of domestic life in an unthrifty station, j " ' Stop, Mr. Edgeware,’ cried I, ' do not tnroir 


He had lived, it is true, among the Russians ; but j those aside so carelessly. My father, who knew 
they present no variety; there is a Tartar flat i the ancients intimately, said, "Kit, that couple 
along the whole people. Potemkin and Orloff | aro worth all their philosophers put tctgeiher, and 
differed from cqoks and porters only in strength | would be though they all were Christians. Plato 
of hmb, the pedestal of their greatness. and Xenophon, as men of thought and wladbfu. 
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rnig'ht walk without briiBlung thiir skirts between 

two covers,” striking^ his hkiid on a volume 
of liarrow/ ’ 

be/ interposed the auctioneer ; ' but this 
Doctor Hugh Blair, with bis noble cassock and 
five-guinea wig, close, trim, and hard, as the 
feathers round an owlct|s eye, outsells hhn tw'enty 
to one. What did your father say of him 'i ’ 

That he was a comely man, a well -conditioned 
Christian, and fair ^vritcr ; but that he was .so un- 
friendly to what he called involutions and paren- 
theses, and so fond of straightness and imiforfiiity, 
that he wjuld straighten a fish-hook, and prefer a 
filc^f pinsin smooth stiff blue paper, to a diamond 
crescent with its knobs and bends, among a set of 
such riotous curls as it can not keep in order and 
subjection.* j 

" ^ThS expression is nobler,’ replied the auction- 1 
uer, 'but the matter is not unlike in the main j 
what I heard from Squire rrcw,towhom T knock otl | 
down a copy last year. " It comes (ilicap,” said he, j 
*• and I know who vlints one, or I would never have 
bought it. I have*re:id the doctor once ; and 
what such a genius says once is (juite enough, lie 
is indeed a neat handy sort of a person ; but he 
"wSlshes his butter so, and in siicli saltlcss water, 
that one cai^not tell whether it is butter or bear- 
grease. * First, hS would persuade you that verse 
has nothing to do with poetry; then that Ossian 
wrote what M'Phersonfabrieiiicd. When you have 
swallowed this, he thinks y ui drunk enough to I 
nclieve it is excellent, carries you across his | 
shoulders to bed, and whis]'ci‘s ]V(M, God bless 
yem ! that is, if you lie .quiet, and believe j’^ou 
have found a treasure worth more than Homer and 
Milton.'” 'I made bold to answer; “theu, Mr. 
Prew, you doubt these battles of the car-borne . . ” 
'^Hcarkye, honest Kdgeware; I believe the, 
stories of few battles; for where there arc two 
that fight there arc ten that lie ; but 1 believe that 
in some way or other they were fought. 1 will 
admit that these were fought too, when my coach- 
man drives four in hamf along the eaves of the 
houses in Sandyhurst : ho would do no more than 
they did, unless he stormed the belfry with ’em.” 
'As I knew of Ossian only what i; had heard 
Mrs. Edge ware read in a rainy day, Gic day before 
I knocked him down to the Squire, T could make 
no answer ; but I felt hurt at bearing this ridicule 
at what she distinctly told me was the finest thing 
in the world, adding that men in those days were 
men indeed.’ 

"The conversation about rnybook.s might have 
gone on, if some one had not tapped gon!!^^ at 
the door.. It was the servant-maid of Miss Pene- 
lope Hayfies, the lady of wdiom my father had 
rented his cottage. The girl desired to have a 
Word in private with the aucCioncer. He returned 
to me and said, ‘ I am going to speak against 
my interest : you may have a guinea for your 
books.’ 

*No, Edgeware,’ said I, 'the tlireo biblos and 
three prayer- books I never sell, nor this JCpict(^,us. ’ 

‘‘‘You cannot waut three tables and three 


prayer-books ; beside, they arc alike, even to tUo 
binding.’ 

" ' And yet,’ answered I, 'sometimes I read in 
one with more pleasure, and somctinics in another. ' 
It was so ; for often did 1 think wdiose manuals 
two were, and whose gift the third. 

" ' Well,’ said the auctioneer, ' I fancied now 
one w'as too much.’ 

" ' Do not let Miss I'en be disappointed,’ said 
I ; ' take the list ; leave the price to her.’ 

" He went, and acted faithfully. She looked 
over the catalogue, and said with peevishness, 

' I (Jo liot find tliat luid book wdiieh contains such 
stuff : I wanted to luirii it.’ Edgeware ran to me 
with the answer. 

" 'Tell her,’ said I, 'that I burned it myself; 
that Martha covered the veal yesterday with tlie 
last pages.’ 

" She sent for Martha, and asked her. 

" ' No, Miss Haynes !’ cried Martha. 

" ' See the effect of such publications 1* ejaculated 
Miss Haynes. ' Until (he present time, Mr. Nor- 
iiianby, T am certain, \vas incapable cf a false- 
hood.’ 

; " ' Miss,’ added Martha, ' I have no grudge 

' against my master, an upright man until now, 

I and never shall it be said that, whether he ordered 
! it or not, 1 covered a loin of veal for him with a 
j poisonous book. I threw the remnant of it into 
' the kitchen fire; and even that did the meat no- 
good ; he could hardly touch it at dinner.’ 

" Miss Haynes sent Martha back to me, in order 
to confer a))out the library. I waited upon her. 
She said she was hapi)y to sec me, which slic 
could do without the slightest impropriety in the 
presence of witnesses. Then she added, she was 
sorry that she might have been thought uncivi* 
,to my father at the dccea.se of his worthy lady 
particularly as he liad given lier a fine magnolia 
but people might talk, and «5lie should tliink long 
before she changed her coiuUtioii. 

" ' Madam,’ said I, ' few jtcrsons have lived so 
irreproachably as you have done ; and T not 
imagine you have to blfuac youi.>A.:i in pigard to 
my father. The inagnolia wa« not a present : you 
admired it, I have heard him say, and he carried 
it to your Jiouse intending to request your accept- 
ance of it, when seeing a sum'V.h <>u the gravel- 
walk, he asked Tobia-i ,« bcthcr you would make 
an exchange : you did so.' 

*' 'It was only the stump/ replied she. 

'* ‘ I preserve it still, madam, and of all the things 
I leave in the (joiintry I leave it with most regret.’ 

" Penelope bliLshcd deeply and looked timorously. 

' You are then really leaving usV said she. 

“ ' Yes, madam.’ 

“ ' And what do yon do with your furniture 
Mr. Normanby]’ 

" ' Sell it.’ 

" On any other day of her life Penelope would 
have bargained about it; for she was surewa, 
selfish, and the only parishi(mer of tbo landhold^^rs 
that did not suffer in some way by the inciosur*'* 
She had thirty acres of freehold : four more wer® 
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sti'pulated from the wasi o ; and the rcetor whis- 
p<^red in her ear, ' I should not wonder if, with 
the little knoll you sot your heart upon, tliey 
throw the green lane in. Do you know ! the 
hollies are worth twenty pounds !’ The rector 
prognosticated wonderfully : it turned out ex- 
actly so. She enlarged the cottage and gar- 
den, and called it Eden-placc, in preference to 
Eden-villa, Edcn-lodgc, or Eden-house, and would 
have painted the grey stone brick-colour, if my 
father had not designedly lent her a treatise which 
prevented it. * We may sometimes pi«k up an 
dca from a book," said she. 

To return. ' As to those volumes, I will take 
care of them for you, if you please, Mr. Kor- 
manby, on your giving me your word of honour 
that there is no indecent print in them, nor blas- 
phemy, nor sedition.’ I did so, at each pause, 
and thanked her warmly. 

** ‘ If you should not be able to dispose of your 
furniture, I have room in my barn for it.’ i 
accepted this offer too, in favour of an arm-chair 
covered with white dimity, and a bed of crimson- 
moreen, with two watch-pockets fancifully em- 
broidered, requesting her in my gratitude to ac- 
cept any volume she chose ; she thanked roe and 
declined it. I took my leave, paid my two ser- 
vants a year’s wages, gave them what clothes and 
linen I could spare, and left my house an hour 
before sunrise the next morning. N either I nor 
my father had had any acquaintance out of Sandy- 
liurst : I never had been twenty miles from home. 
When 1 had walked about that distance, and must 
bo near Nottingham, as 1 fancied, I found myself 
in a park, in the midst of old pinasters, trees I 
had never seen before, and o.bscrvcd a water of 
vast extent. Even this was to me a strange coun- 
try. I began to feel a desire of wandering ; I j 
went toward the water, and (was 1 awake or j 
dreaming?) I saw before me a momimeut erected i 
to the memory of Captain Riou . . a naval officer ' 
of high merit, as wc know better than you can : 
but not better than some of you do. The I 
sun grew hotter, for it was near mid-day, and I 
went to lie under the pinasters. I was watrldiig 
the squirrels on them, playing their tricks and 
leaping from tree to tree, when a prodigious herd 
of deer gallopped past me. Another strange sight ! 
although 1 had remarked the same creature in 
hooks of natural history. My eyes were purKiiing 
them, when a gentleman on a- pony, seeiug me 
cjeaiily and well dressed, saluted me ^'cry courto- 
ousiy, and asked me if I was looking for the road 
to the house. 1 rose, answered in the negative, 
ana told liini I had been induced to rest there 
for the pleasure of observing the sijuirrcls. * It 
must, be a bumane man who suffers them to riot 
here, seeing the number of holes they have made 
ill these trees,’ 

‘ Q'’hey began to make the holes long ago/ said 
be, * and the property is now theirs.’ 

•* • mt the tTce.s are every day growing worse 
mu worse, and here are many thousands ; arc they 
vii nored so by those little animals?’ 


“ ' I believe ctcry one.’ 

A(i spare yon onimot*’ 

“ ' I beg your pardon ; you were making a re- 
mark ; have 1 interrupted?’ 
j ‘ Sir,’ answered 1, if I had not been here, 
j perhaps I never should have remembered two 
' verses which my father taught me, I am afraid on 
some childish act of cruelly, and which I began 
to repeat, and checked myself. They are ill appli- 
cable to the occasion. ’ 

wiijxt may they be?’ said he. 

“ Ah spurt! yon emtnet, rich in hoarded grain ; 
lit* lives with pleasure and ho dies with pain." 

‘ They arc from the .Persian,’ said he, * and, if 
I we droppctl the hoarded grain, are among the best 
j thoughts ill that poctr>% wdiich contains.fcw, an(J , 
1 those trivial and distorted. Like the food of the 
country, they are in Dicmselvcs the most insipid 
things in the world, and, to make them palatable, 
the most highly spiced.’ , 

“ ‘ Our own poets/ said I, / arc more original, I 
am inclined to thitik, and more natural.’ 

'He replied, ‘ \Vc have two schools of poetry: 
one is kept at the milliner’s, the oCher 
w'orkhousc. At the former we find imitations of 
Turkish carpets in moth-caton plhsh, , Persian 
robes and Scotch pkillibegs, claymores, and scy- 
niitar.s, the sheaths of good varnished kid-skin, 
and the blades of the best waved paper, with every 
sort of dress that janisary and spahi, lowlander 
and highlander, fiiery and kelpy, W'itch and 
hoiiri, ought to put on in gala. There is also the 
most elegant assortmefit of tombs, and the sweet- 
[ cst })oisou8 one’s heart could desire ; with wax- 
candles of jicclcd elder, and flambeaux of red hair, 

rather rancid and fishy), to be had for next to 
nothing.’ 

“ ' I i>crccive, sir, you arc not a patron or trustee 
of this school.’ 

“'.Nor of the othc: / answered he, 'I prefer 
Gray.’ 

“ ‘ Sir/ rcj)lie«l I, ' the other must at least be 
acknowledged to be nearer to tnith and nature. 
Gan poets tdo iiiuch avoid the artificial ? We pre- 
fer wdiat is pafiit. Gray in his time was less con- 
sidered than even our tavern-toasters, crowned 
with the parsley of the kitchen and sitting on the 
tripod of the tap-room. In what manner has the 
greatest of critics (to pass over the public) treated 
the greatest of writers?’ 

“ It was my custom in my walks to carry an 
Epictetus in one pocket and a Pascal in the other : 
oil a blank-leaf of Pascal had my father written 
these words, which, not being able to pronounce 
tlicra correctly, I gave to the gentleman on the 
pony. And T now present them to you in tbs 
same volume.” 

Le U(it(x ( reculs ). 

“ IVschal <‘»t ui) gentil personnagt; ; il ecrit bien ! li ** Itut 
du fci jolicH j»rkTt !< ; il a ostc nourry II Crtntm » it eat 

rconseillcr 

Who wrote this ? 
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Normaiiby. Joseph Scaliger. 

Le Dome, A German critic, Vas he not ? 
Normamby, I rather think, a French. 

Le Dome. He writes then as if he lived a hun- 
dred years ago. I have seen exactly such French 
in an old treaty. Now let me hear mo;e about the 
gentleman : his remarks are admirable. But you, 
I imagine, were in the midst of your reply ; pray 
indulge mo with it. 

Normamiby. ‘‘ I have heard my father say thus,” 
continued I, '' when he lent me Potter's ui^schy- 
lu8 to read. ^ Cliristopher, 1 doubt not that 
Thespis was preferred to him by the graver critics; 
there was something so unafibeted in a cart, and 
so little of deception in. wine-dregs; and yet, 
Christopher, the Prometheus is the grandest 
poetics^ conception that ever entered into the 
heart of man. Homer could no more have writ- 
ten^his tragedy than iEschylus could have written 
the Iliad, Mind me, I do not compare them. An 
elephant could njt beget a lion, mor a lion an 
elephant. Critics talk most about the visible in 
sublimity ; the Jupiter, the Neptune. Magnitude 
and powei are sublime but in the second degree, 
•'Cwnaged %s they may be. Where the heart is not 
shaken, the gods thunder and stride in vain. True 
sublimity i»the4)erfection of the pathetic, which 
has other sources than pi^: generosity, for in- 
stance, and self-devotion. When the generous 
and self-devoted man suffers, there comes Pity: 
the basis of the sublime is then above the water, 
and the poet, with or without the gods, can elevate 
it above the skies. Terror is but the relic of a 
childish feeling: pity is* not given to children.’ 
So said he ; I know not whether rightly. For the 
wisest differ on poetry, the knowledge of which, 
like other most important truths, seems to be 
reserved for a purer state of sensation and exist- 
ence. Seldom have I doubted my fathers judg- 
ment; but as he was not a poet, and as none 
but the very greatest have a voice on poetry, here 
1 hesitate.” • 

I had paused : the gentleman on the pony 
looked at me attentively. If you will take any 
refreshment,” said he, I shall have great plea- 
sure in accompanying you to the^cfusc.” 

I thanked him, and told him that I was on my 
road to the sea, hoping to serve my country, and 
impatient to reach my destination. 

'' I myself was of that profession,” said he. 
"Have you been fortunate in your promotion T 
" To say the truth, sir,” answered I, " 1 never 
was in the profession, and wdsh chiefly to try 
whether the service will benefit my spirits.” 

" Have you any friend who has a command, or 
whose credit may recommend youl” 

1 mentioned my grandfather’s name, as the only 
chance. 

" He was a gallant and good creature, I have 
heard, and must have many friends still living 
among our older admirals. My recommendation 
Is less weighty, but such as it is you may com- 
mand it” • 

1 requested to^know the mrnic 0^ a person to 


whose benevolence a stranger was so deeply in 
deb ted. 

" Not at all,” said l)o. " A few lines arc written 
while you take a sandwich, and Lady Newark 
will be charmed that I present to her the grand- 
son of so distinguislicd an ofli(!er.” 

" Itis^jord Newark then wdio has condescended 
to showme thiskin{lnc.s6 . .” 

He bowed. "‘It can hardly be called so, though 
you accept it, as I trust you will do.” 

I thanked him ; but added that, as I did not 
intend to remain at sea long, and as my studies 
hall not been nautical, I inusl^ decline an introduc- 
tion which might procure for me eventually whni 
could not belong to me. Wlndher my words, my 
resolute but rcsi)eclful manner, a faultcring in a 
voice that seemed little apt to faiilter, or the bov/, 
so unlike what I could make again or ever had 
made, while 1 placed my right hand uj)on a 
breast enlarged with gratitude, whether one of 
these or all of them interested him, ae I walked 
fast away he sat quietly upon his pony. Soon 
however he came beside me. " I perceive, sir,” 
said he, taking off liis hat again, “ I have done 
very ill the honours of the place : we have not 
always the same presence of mind, seamen or 
landsmen. You will not favour me with your 
company, nor permit me to make a trial wdiethcr 
I have a friend in the navy who may recollect 
me” . . he paused. I was silent . . " if however 
at any time you should happen to think of our 
short conversation, allow me to tell you that this 
place is called Thoresby l*ark, and that the post 
town is Ollcrton. I wish you a pleasant journey, 
a prosperous voyage, and a speedy recovery of 
your health.” • 

Everything I had seen this day, everything 1 
had felt, was new and strange to me. Unkind* 
ness had x>ained me ; kindness, in such swift 
8ucce.Hsion after it, overthrew^ mo. Little did I 
then imiigiue how highly I shoulu have grati- 
fied the most amiable and friendly man living, 
by affording him an opportunity vi assisting mel 
Little did I consider, or know indeed, that 1 
j should be the means of enlivening the sweet sense 
I of obligation, in some one among the many whom 
his care had educated, his bounty h^id fed, and his 
interest had promotccl 

I was hardly on the public road when I per- 
ceived a magnificent coach at the door of a public- 
house, and a gentleman in scarlet uniform, whom 
I supposed to be the general of the district, parti- 
cularly as lie was giving some orders to another 
in uniform, w^ho held a horn. On seeing me, he 
cried proudly, but invitingly, “Are you for the 
Opposition 1” 

" No, sir,” answered I indignantly and sharply, 
" I do not rejoice in the misfortunes of my coun- 
try, nor triumph in its misrule, nor exalt its 
enemies.” 

He lifted up his eyebrows scornfully, and ad- 
dressing himself to a lady in the coach, " The 
merest fool I ever set eyes upon !” said ho aloud. 
And looking at me again, “What, in the devll’a 
na 
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namo^ has the Opposition to do with politics! 
Out »with fiftetm Hhillings, man, and you sleep 
at the Swan with Two Necks to-morrow night. 
Come, jump up ; ^vc arc off,” The passengers 
explained ; I mounted ; f arrived in London. The 
next morning, on the road to my banker’s, I 
bowed to those who looked at me. Oi^e returned 
my civility by (lie words “ I am surprised at 
your assurance : J never knew you.” In fact, .sir, 
what is a civility in other coiintrios, i!i England 
is the reverse : we have a national antipathy to 
courtesy and politenc.ss. 

.Lc Doux. I would not have ventured to n/ake 
that remark. Allow me to congratulate you on 
your candour ; you have given mo better 0 (H!aKions 
to pay my compliment on your originality. T 
attend you. 

Normmhif, On reaching Lombard-street, a 
place excessively thronged, I stopped several 
times, begging the persons to pass. One asked 
me whether 1 took him for a pick- pocket ; I could 
not imagine wliy. IJnfortnnately I di<l the same 
thing, in a gentler tone of voice, to a young lady 
of great beauty, who had just alighted ironi her 
carriage, and who in some confusion took the 
arm of her brother, lie filliped me under the 
nose, threw a card at me, which from Iho s]»itcfnl- 
ness of his mauiier 1 tliought might he some com- 
bustible, and said “ Another time you will know 
a modest woman.” 

Finding my hanker, T lold him iny business. 
He inquired if 1 wished to go as .school-master. I 
answered ‘^No ; the active life of a sailor is neces- 
sary to my health and spirits.” JIc went away, 
and conversed in almost a whisper with a gentle- 
man who often looked at me in great good-humour, 
insomuch that T was on the point of making my 
obeisance to him, in despite of the lcK.sonH I hadJ 
received. The hanker came to me, and said if I j 
would return in three days 1 might hear of some- 
thing. I requested of him to inform me where T 
could fmd a private lodging. After a few mo- 
ments of rcflcetiou, bespoke lo an elderly clerk, 
who replied in a low voice, “ You think then, 
sir, he may be trusted He nodded : the clerk 
took me two miles off', across ilic river, slopped 
at a small house, and S})oalviug to a decent wo- 
man, called t.o me, and sai<l, Would you like 
to dine with the family?” 

** Heyond all tilings,” I rcj»ljcd, “ for I do not 
know a soul within a hundred and fifty miles, 
and would rather go without a meal than look 
for one.” 

The mistress said she had only one spare room ; 
that if 1 remained a week the pri(^e was one guinea ; 
but that if 1 disliked the apartment T should pay 
the proportion, and not he oblige<l to keep it. She 
then asked me when I proposiul to come. 1 told 
her, if she permitted it I woidd begin from that 
moment; for one hour’s walk in London had 
tired me more than four in the eountr^^'. Slu 
consented. Shortly came niy clothes. : 1 placed 
them on the little white tcii>t)ed, with my hihlcs, 
orayer-books, and iny father's black pocket -hook, 


containing some maxims, some remlniscenoes. Mid 
a sampler. BeMeve who will that there are no 
amulets against evil, against the very worst of evil, 
mad resentments and desires. Never did one of 
them touch nre the day I had but looked upon 
that sampler. My landlady said that her sitting- 
room was always at my disposal ; that the bed- 
room was too dark to read conveniently; and that 
she perceived 1 had some books. She went down 
stairs again, and shortly afterward the dinner waa 
scrvpd. Two young women entered, curtsied, and 
took their scats; they were pretty; silent, but not 
shy : immediately after dinner they retired. ^The 
lady then said, Those are my daughters, Mr. 
Normauhy. I did not introduce them; such is 
my way; excuse me.” 

Madam,’* said I, “ T must blush at my rusti; 
city : J never was much in the society of ladies, 
and my spirits make me unworthy of theiJW. I 
hope I committed no peculiar act of inattention.” 

At tea thciY ^^oth spoke tc me, and with such 
gentleness tliat T waa happy. I retired to bed 
early, and observed over the ehest of drawers two 
little shelves suspended by a green cord, and filled 
with books. Hitterent were indeed tiio authors/ 
far different in manner and merit ; but those who 
read them seldom know that ^ aiu^ I hail the 
family where 1 find t|iem. Milton, The Spectator, 
Youn<j, l*ar7tell, Ifcrvcy’s 31 edhations, and Thom- 
son’s Sca»om. Translated from the l^rench were 
Tdemacims and the Trards of Gyrus, 

I returned to my hanker at the time appointed; 
he 8lio>ved me a letter from Edge ware, by which 
I lcar»e<l that, after tlK> sale of my furiiiture, an 
addition was made t o my fortune of nearly eighty 
pounds. Incredible ! I had in the whole some 
hundreds ; and yet T went to sea ! 

Well,” said my banker, ‘^you go down to the 
Noro and sail with Admiral Gambicr.” 1 went 
down, and sailed. The gentleman I had seen at 
the banker’s was commander of the fleet. We 
made on this cruise the greatest nautical discovery 
that ever had been made by our countrymen. 

Le Doux. I never heard it : you were before 
Brest, surely, and blockading the harbour. 

Norvianhij,^ yjfa were. 

Ac ])oux. Well then, how make any discovery? 

JYormanby. Wc found that we could fight, when 
occasion was offered us, just as well without the 
damnation of our eyes, or any limb or faculty 
about us, as if avo had been splitting or blasting 
the whole day long, and even though we believed 
that God Avas with us and helping us. Peace was 
concludc<l. The admiral was pleased to say that 
he had been a witness of my coolness and intre- 
pidity on a service of some enterprise, and thanked 
me. Perhaps T should not have mentioned this, 
unless it were to illustrate an observation I made 
at the time ; namely, that a single good word is 
quite sufficient to compensate for all the bad that 
Avere ever cast against us. 

We had two Frenchmen aboard our ship : one 
of tl^m taught me to pronounce the language so 
as at least to he understood, andj liad permission 
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to go ashore with him at Morlaix. He was aj Paine entered. His knees were unbuttoned ; ho 
fisherman of St. Servan : his father had been shot had neither coat nor waistcoat on; the white was 
by the republicans at the attack on Dinan, and he worn ofl’ his shirt ; it had recovered the original 
himself was thrown among the dead and wounded, hue belonging to it before it saw the blcnching- 
from the summit of those lofty walls. His brother ground, from the dowers of which, if they have 
had been the playfellow of Lazar Hoche, and, any fragrance, it was iimocent of stealing any. 
ignorant of his father’s fate, accompanied that He was im(!ombed, unshaven, and unwashed, lie 
general in his campaigns, and rose to ihe nuik of looked at me, and returned my salutation not 
colonel. This he learned at Morlaix, and that ungracefully. 

the regiment was at Paris, where Bonaparte was “Mr. Paine," said T, .smiling, '‘you owe me 
about to be declared consul for life. T^c two some reparation." 
brothers, though always most brotherly, had taken “If I do and can mak(^ it, 1 will." 
opposit 0 h.side 8 in politics. The sailor was devoted ^ *1 repeated my si.ory, during which he dipped 

to the cause of Louis, from having heard in lii.s I his bread into a glass of brandy, and ate it : his 
boyhood a little fishcr-girl, while she was mend- 1 hand and he.‘nl trembled. It was noon : martial 
ing a net, sing a stanza in praise of Henri IT. 1 music was lieard in tlic .strecit. He pushed away 
The colonel W'as a republican, because a thumb j the better part of his roll and brandy; his coun- 
and finger quite as active, and belonging to a lace- j tcuancc wsis inflamed; li<^ looked stcdfastly at 
maker quite a.s pretty as bis brother’s brown i hi.s friend, and said, “ I think, Tate, if I may 
Siren, had sewed the tricolor in his hat and had 'judge, you have heard military music you like 
bitten off the thread. They who argue and write : better.” 

and fight about folitics have seldom such good | “You judge rightly, Thomas ! " answered Oe- 
reasons or such fixed )>rjnciple8. ncral Taf.c 

I accompanied my messmate : the meeting of Wonderful it appears to me," saiil I, “that 
tj^o brothers was ecstatic, and the colonel swore to i nation of lal-c, so enthusiastic for liberty, should 
mo that the next to Lazar llochc, the t ruest of j voluntarily bend to despotism." 
republican# hearts, he loved his Pierre. I left! “You have not lived among us," answered 
them, and looked for lod.if ings, it being agreed ; Paine. “ The whole nation may be made as en- 
that we sliould <linc together. The colonel then thusiastic about a salad as about a constitution : 
begged my address, put it into liis pocket, and about the colour of a cockade as about a consul 
called on me early the next day. “ You have done | or a king. This fellow has done advisedly in 
well," said he ; “ one likes one’s own countrymen.” j calling himself consul : it will hold for a couple 
Singular ! that my lodgings should, within a j of years : he will then <*hange f.hc name, and he 
few houses, be opposites the very man’s whose tribune or cmi>cror . . tribune, if prudent, as the 
book had caused my exile. Curious to see so I more popular, and as the people sec einpcror.s in 
celebrated a character, on the departure of my | the vilest of th#ir enemies : urchins 'whipt and 
visitor I Avent across to the door. An old woman i promising to be good, very good, for ever good, 
met me at it, and, on my inquiry, said, “ Go ujj*! by Christ and Peter ! l>iit s])ittiiig at the flogger 
my friend ; the third story ; he will be at break- ! on being let loose, and holding out one fist at a 
fast when I return." i distance, while the oti'cr draws up the waistband. 

'^Oh! I will call another time Mien.” I Bonaparte wants conduct, forcsiglit, kuowiedge, 

'' Go in, go in." ^ f experience, and (Mie Council of Five-hnndred 

Saying this she closed the door. I mounted • knows it) courage. He will barm, but not 
the steps, and saw in the antechamber a flomcwiiat long. He lives m terror . . \Yhat arc you 

elderly man brushing a grey coat. smiling at, Tate ? ” 

“ Friend,” said I, “ is your nn^t^r at home ? ” “ My mother had a proverb of her own,” replied 

“ Whom do you wish to sec ? Mr. Paine?" he, “that a friglitcncd cat, throws dotvn most 
“ Yes." pewter.” 

“He will be with you shortly : pray sit dowm." “ Y"ou will .shortly soe," resumed Paine, “the 
He put on his coat, and followed, and lifting off’ real strength and figure of Bonaparte. He is 
.some leaves from a plate of mulberries, invited me Avilful, headstrong, proud, morose, presumptuous ; 
to partake of them. I i,ook two or three, Avhile | he will be guided no bmger : be has pulled tlie 
ho waved a clean folded cravat over them, t,o drive ‘ pad from his forehead, and will break his nose or 
away the flics. He was robust and frc.sh-com- bruise his crauiuni against every table, chair, and 
plexioned, but every hair Viras white : his apjiear- brick in the room, until at last he must be sent to 
ance, I thought, was militory. The old woman the hospital,” 

returned, Avith half a small roll of bread in her “ He has the finestarmy upon cartli," said Tate, 
hand, passed us, entered the next room, and, in “ and his enemies are down." 
answer to a question which I did not hear, replied “If it were possible," Paine replied, “to be 
“ I know he is . , your eyebrow's are adjusted in hurt by such enemies, lie would point at them-, 
a manner quite different from ours . . and he nettle them, shout in their ear.s Avliilc they Averc 
speaks villanous French, like a Low-Breton, other- sleepy, put crumbs in tboir bods, shorten their 
wise he is a pretty man enough, and doois not sheets, and empty foul water down their throats, 
look so like a fool or an otter as the rest.” till they contrived to break Iiis shins for him by 
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goroe machination or other. The army, witli «uch 
means of recruiting it, witli Glory for his crimp 
and Plutus for his paymaster, seems indestructible. 
If the earth can not do it, he will throw it into 
crucible after crucible ; he will melt it in water 
or evaporate it in air. In other words, navies and 
climates can and will shake and dissolve it.” 

“ Thomas,” answered the general, “I never 
thought you a visional^" ; but now indeed I must 
think you one. I do not estimate very highly 
the man’s abilities, and less highly still his pru- 
dence ; but he is no fool ; he will not throw away 
what he has.” 

1 will retract my words,” said Paine, " at the 
lirst wise thing he does. Smile, sir! it is rarely 
that the wisest man can do anything better, or 
anything on .some occasions more diliicult. 

Let gazetteers and hawkers be dazzled by the 
emblazoned names they wave about tbeir ears, and 
hold out to us with fierce vociferations : but let 
calmer men ask themselves, whether they really 
think Bonaparte would have surmounted the 
difficulties and dangers that environed Three- 
fingered Jack 1 And whether Thrce-fingercd Jack 
would have thrown away fifty thousand soldiers 
HO inconsiderately and fruitlessly as Bonaparte 1 
There is not on record one who has committed so 
many faults and crimes with so little temptation 
to commit them. There is not a leveret three 
montlis old that does not shape its course more 
sagaciously. Tyrants in general shed blood upon 
plan or from passion : he seems to have shed it 
only because he could not be quiet, and from no 
stronger motive or }>ctter rea.son than he would 
have had for going to the theatre or the chase. 
Depend ujion it, this giddy and insensate man, 
deserter of his armies and of his principles, will 
finish no better than he has been going on. 

“There are few who form their opinions of 
greatness from the individual. TTis sword, his 
mantle, his strut, his swagger, and even things 
wliieli constitute no part of him, are his great- 
ness ; such as his porters, his guards, his soldiers, 
and the gilding on the ceilings of his rooms. 

tliose who need the fewest, but those who 
have tlie most about them, are the great; as 
th(;ugh people, like bars of iron, could be mended 
and niaguified by adding one to another. Even 
in quieter scenes than where sueli excrc.sccnecs 
spring up, if you see a gentleman go out fox- 
hunting in his scarlet jacket, ami his velvet cap, 
on a spirited horse, with merry dogs, and a 
couple of grooms behind him, you consider him 
as a persoiuige far more worshipful, than if, 
ignorant of his condition, you found him catching 
a rabbit in a hedge bank with a feiTet. Ovid 
says, 'The girl is the least part of herself:’ of 
himself trs certainly the man is. I should not 
wonder if Bonaparte, by bis intemperate use of 
power and tliirst of dominion” . . . 

Ze Dmx, I never heard before of this Mr. 
Paine; he appears to be a staunch royalist, an 
enemy of usurpation : but his language in regard 
to the emperors is deficient in that decorum with 


I which wc are in the habit of treating friendly 
; powers. What were his prophetic words 1 

Normanlyy. “ That the people would wish for 
i (.heir old kings.” 

Le Doux. Excellent ! 

Normanhy, The w'ords that follow injure 
materially. ♦ 

Le Doux. Impossible I so clear-sighted a poli- 
tician I . . But let me hear the end. 

Nonnanhy. *' Eorgetting what beasts they 
were.” 

Le Doux. The Englisli are much in the prac- 
tice of using this language, speaking of our kings, 
and the same bad taste begins to be imifkted on 
the Continent. What did Mr. Tate reply 1 

JN'orrmnby. “ They may eat their white beans 
while turkeys and truffles are before them ; but 
they will never run and take down the carrion 
they have thrown aside and left stinking on the 
hedge.” 

Le Doux. Two fools ! Ignorant of French loy- 
alty, of the veneration we U'ar toward our 
kings. The Revolution was the work of lialf- 
a-dozen philosophers over their coffee; and its 
enormities were committed by about as many 
lawyers and literjitors, followed by thirty^or fort^ 
miscreants from Marseilles. The nation was not 
guilty of it. « • 

Normavhy. Strange*! that the good did not 
put down the bad. 

Le Doux. Panic, panic ! We arc subject to 
that and the migraine. Mr. Paine and the other 
might have conversed with you upon subjects 
they understood better than politics, which require 
a peculiar tact. 

Norrnanhy. Indeed they left off where I did. 
Mr. Paine expressed his regret that he himself 
not the only man persecuted for his writings : 
he offered me brandy. I declined it : “ Tate,” said 
he, “you have some flavoured with Orange- 
flowers : bring it.” 

Tate rose for it. I declared that I never had 
tasted brandy, nor any othjr spirit, and could not. 

“You are a young man,” said he, “and may 
find perha]>s a better remedy for your misfortunes 
than I could offer you ; brandy is mine.” 

“ I wisli, Tlioiiias,” said the general, ** I had 
been able to persuade you that a glass of claret 
would have done belter. A bottle between us, 
whudi is enough, would have given us time for 
conversation, and wanned us gently and genially 
as wc went on.” 

“ Tate,” answered he, “ wine is for the indolent 
and the happy. Say no more : I am not quite 
well : that cursed music has hurt me. I might go 
so far as to complain; I should then lose your 
esteem, and my own.” He raised his head, which 
for the first time did not tremble : a short silence 
ensued : I took my leave, requesting his permis- 
sion to return. He told me that he should be 
glad to see me, but that he must claim a privily 
which literary men and invalids possess in com- 
mon, and to which, therefore, he had a double 
right ; an exemption from the obligation of riait 
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ing; adding, “ No man who visits can do much, 
or anything well." 

On the following day (for I was little disposed 
to look at the strides of a usurper) 1 went again 
to Mr. Paine’s. ** Never mind my face,” said he : 

water makes it olister : there are blisters enow 
already : and soap cracks the skin. I heeded not 
have written that book : they tell me the argu- 
ments are found in others : I had no money to 
buy, nor time to read them. Gibbon was pen- 
sioned, I was prosecuted, for one and the same 
thing : but he was a member of parliament, and 
wore po^er.” 

And if neither you nor ho had written any 
such things, would you or the world have been 
the worse!” 

'^Certainly,” said he, 'Uhe world would have 
been the worse, because the less wise.” 

" Ah, Mr. Paine ! he is not over-rich in know- 
ledge who can not afford to let the greater part 
lie fallow, and to ,bring forward liis produce ac- 
cording to the se£Aon and the demand. Wisdom 
is only a good as being an instrument of happi- 
ness. There have been great masses of it in the 
wjrld, collected by experience and approved by 
experiment ; we only survey the fragments, most 
of which ar^ preserved by religion. The ancients 
had their sacred groves : p (fates and philosox^hers 
laughed at them as they pa^ised : they were cut 
down ; pestilences followed. Experience had 
evinced their utility to simpler and calmer men. 
Whenever people meet . .” 

A grave decent-looking man now entered, whom 
the general saluted in •silence, giving him his 
hand, and Mr. Paine said, “ 'J'ake a seat, Zacha- 
rias I This young man is as religious as you are, 
and you will hear him with as much i)lcasurc as I 
do. There are two good things in the world* 
reason and sincerity : T am convinced he has the 
one, we will try him on the other . . Go on, go 
on ; lot us lose no time.” 

I continued ; “ Wherever people meet and bring 
with them good intentions, they humanise more 
and more at the sight of common wants and 
common sufferings : they warm in sympathy, they 
strengthen in forbearance. You^think no religion 
good : I think all are, from which cruelty, fraud, 
lucre, and domination, arc excluded. Wc mortals 
want supports : some require a crutch iron- 
criunped, some are contented if it is well- 
cushioned, others are k(;pt up fearlessly by the 
weakest walking-stick. If there is only the pro- 
bability that a man will be the happier or the 
honester by one belief than by another, would 
you hesitate to leave him in possession of it? 
Wisdom is not to be hazarded with the same 
levity or indifference as wit. We*may acquire the 
name of deep-thinkers at -too high a price, which 
price, likl the interest of money, is limited or 
illicit, rendering the transaction void, and sub- 
jecting us to the forfeit of the little we have been 
toiling to establish. Shall so acute a rcasoner, so 
clear a writer, rub off his hide and cankgjr his 
flesh to the bone against a tree, sf-riring to push 


it down, because some people sit beneath it on a 
Sunday, and return to their supper the more 
contented ?’* 

“ That is unfair,” said he ; " the motive is mis- 
stated.” 

^'The fact remains,” replied 1, ''under the pa- 
rable : and 1 thank you for correcting mo on the 
abuse of language. No man ever argued so fairly 
as he might have done. We pour in more or 
fewer words, and weaker or stronger, to gratify 
our organs, according to our warmth and 
excitement.” 

'' Carry that homo with yon,” said he, seizing 
my hand, " and tell the twelve judges, and the 
score or two of bi8hop.s, that they never have said 
anything so just. Eloquence is the varnish of 
falsehood ; truth ha.s none !” 

"What!” said I, taking from iny pocket and 
giving to him my Pascal and Epictetus. " Are not 
these eloquent!” 

" Neither of them,” answered he ; " they are 
only the best-written books in the world, being 
the plainest and fullest of ratiocination. That is 
eloquence which moves the reason by working on 
the passions. Burke is eloquent ; I am not. If 
I write belter than ho docs, it is because I have 
seen things more distinctly, and have had the 
courage to take them up, soft or hard, pretty or 
ugl3% and to turn them on their backs in despite 
of tooth or claw. Plato would give as noble a 
description of a rhinoceros as Aristoteles could 
do ; ninety-nine in a hundred would prefer it. The 
only difference is this : while the one has been 
confounding it with the Camelopardalis, the othcl 
lias been measuring its joints, counting its teeth, 
iiiR})ecting its b^Ily, and anatomising the whole 
animal.” 

Le Dovx. He spoke of the celebrated Mr. 
Burke, who WTote that great letter, which excited 
such a strong sensation 1 Did not he 1 

Norniaiil)y. The .’>ame. 

Lt Doux, A fine noble letter ! full of facU and 
inferences ! brilliant imagination ! I must read 
it. I verj" much approve of your argument in 
favour of revelation. Mr. Paine cim be little 
short of a Quaker, or Sociiiian, or Eree-thinker. 

Normainbij. I am afraid he remained one. 

" O Mr. Paine !” said 1, earoctitly, “ let me bring 
you a few good book.. . ict us open the New Tes- 
tament together ! ” 

" What service will that do 

" It is the plantain,” cried 1, “ which the rep- 
tile man may creep to and chew with advantage, 
while the venom is yet fresh in him.” 

Le Dovjx. Mighty smart allusion ! he ought to 
have been affected : was he ? 

Normariby. He replied thus. 

"Good books, as you call tbcm, make you 
comfortable : good brandy makes me so. I have 
the twelve apostles in this bottle, and they 
never shall complain that I hold them loi^ 
imprisoned.” 

Le Dovx, Charlatan ! 

Ntmnariby. I was discouraged. 
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"tlwwi tteJr luit»f>,* wat« yftii j iii I 

wmmm ^ m b9ml<«iw. uut think It ®™i«wfcain;i|^^ 

Ih l«i Snt 0 (JikI am to lote bnuidjr.” * i gjwtest consequence, that if 

“Ay, 9f* Milt he. “jus on quielly.and letyonr queition hii?^i!! only my life •»m in 

W^hour Iw p)W)c»l and plundered by any rogue ' your emnloTers^iv i ^1*’“**' ‘ ^ lt>^ow 

Mmyhrothcr.onnysheep | but no two upon earth are Los4. ToT£^ 

Ko, RiT, an»\verod Iindigaantl^y, there draw j only one great man among you: it is Watt: 
the pen and cry., Stand ! ror such let there be an j for Priestley is gone to America. The church- 
Age 0 / Pe(t.«»i and Common Sensf, A branch of ; and-king-mcn would liave japanned him. He left 
a fruit-tree may be so covered with insects, and j to thejc philosophers of the rival school his house 
these insects may have eaten into it so deeply, j to try experiments on ; and you may know, better 
and have so sucked and blighted it, that the bust i than 1 do, how much they found in it <rf carbon 


gardener would cut off totally.” | 

The general left the room on business ; Mr. 


and calx, of silex and argilla.' 

“He examined me closer than my judge had 


Paine seemed as if he grew tired of the conver- j done : he required my proofs. After a long time 
sation ; the gentleman who had entered, and I satisfied him. He then said, ‘ The leaders^of the 
who had taken no part in it, said he would Convention 'would rather have my life than yours, 
(if 1 pleased) accompany me. When we 'w ere If by any means I can obtain your release on my 
in the street, he thanked me for the defence I own security, will you promise me to return within 
had made. t-w^enty days?’ ,1 answered, ‘S^r, the Bocurity 1 

“ 1 wonder, ’ said he, “ what motive Mr. Paine can at present give you, is trilling . . I should 
can have for his good actions, since he avoiils say a mere noiljiiig.’ ^ 

society, and disbelieves (I am afraid) the pleasure ‘Then you do not give me your w'ord,’ said he. 
God takes in virtue. As for conscience, if that “ * 1 giv (5 it, and 'will redeem it.’ , » 

alone 'wore sufficient, and perhaps it might be, he “ He wemt away, and fold me I should see him 
deadens both the bad and the good of it with again when he could inform me '^vhetier he had 
liquor.” succcedeil. He returned in the earlier part of the 

“To speak plainly,” answered I, “much as 1 evening, looked fixedly upon me, and said, 'Za 
have heard about him, 1 never heard of his good chariah Wilkes! if you do not return in twenty- 
actions. That, he is strictly honest and just J have four days (four are added) you will be the most 
reason to believe.” unhappy of men ; for had you not been an honest 

‘Sir,” said ho, “let me tell you what he did for one, you could not be the agent of Watt and 
me. My name is Zachariah Wilkes.* I w'as j Boulton. 1 do not think* I have hazarded much 


arrested in Paris, and condemned to die. 1 had in oflering to take your place on your failure : such 
no friend here; and it was a tinn^' when uo friend is the condition.’ 1 'W'as speechless: lie was un- 
'would have scrvc<l me : llobospierre ruled. ‘ I moved. Silence was first broken by the jailer, 
am innocent!' I cried in desperation. ‘1 am in- ‘die seems to get fond of the spot now he must 
noeent; so help me God ! 1 am condemned for leave it!’ I liad throwui my arras upon the table 
tlie offence of another.’ I wrote a statement of toward my liberator, wdio sat opposite, and I rested 
my case 'wdth a ]»ciici1 ; thinking at first of address- my breast and head upon it too, for my temples 
iiig it to my judge, then of directing it to the ached, and tears had not yet relieved them. He 
president of the Convention. The jailer, who had .said, ‘Zachariali ! follo^v me to the carriage.’ The 
been kind to rne, gave me a gazette, and told me soldiers paid the respect due to his scarf, present- 
not to mind seeing my name, so many were there ing arms, and drawing up in file as we went along, 
before it. The jailer called fin* a glass of wine, gave it me, 

“‘0 1’ said I, ‘though you would not lend me poured out another, and drank to our next 
your ink, do transmit this paper to the president.’ meeting. 

“ ‘ No, my friend ! ’ answered he gail}^ ‘My head “On the fourteenth flay I returned to Calais in an 
is as good as yonrs, and looks a.s well between the ! American brig. Approaching toMontreuil I saw 
shoulders, to my liking. Why not send it (if you j the girls begin to dance in the mcado'w; and party 
send it anywhere) to the deputy I’aiiie here ?’■ after party ciimc tripjung down the declivity that 
pointing to a column in the paper. leads from the town to the bridge. Some were sit- 

“ ‘ 0 God ! he must bate and detest the name of ring on the parapet, and communicating a printed 
Englishman : pelted, insulted, persecuted, plun- paper to many auditors, w'ho however mostly quit- 


dered . 

“ ‘ I could give i1 to him,' said the jailer, j 

“ ‘ Do then !’ .said 1 Avihlly. ‘ One man more shall : 
know ray innocence.’ He came within the half- 1 
hour. I told him my name, that *'.>y emidoyers j 

* This nnecdoto was ooinnmuicnttHl to me at. Florence, j 
b}' Mr. Evans, a painter of merit, n'ho studied under j 
Liiwrcnoe, Rn<) who Jmew personally Wilkes and^Vatt. In [ 
ittUgion and pr mice bo differed widely from Paine. , 


ted them -wdien they heard of a private letter on the 
side opposite. Passing the arch and entering the 
tmvu-gatc, T saw the ruined monastery on the left- 
hand covered with garlands; and men aA 'women 
were levelling the floor for the reception of several 
great tables that were standing on the outside. 
The youths were better dressed than I had evt^ 
seen th<mi, although their coats were old-fashioned. 
The moment my carriage stopped, I criod* * Whal 
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fo»tiyal iB this to-day The answer was from fifty 
>rolc6S^ * The monster is de^ ! the constitution for 
overT People flocked round a young man, lialf 
of whose hair was hidden under his shirt-collar, 
the other half flowed over the shoulder in long 
nnglets. It appears he was the poet of the city ; 
and. he ran along the streets singing 'this song, 
which^ before I left the place, was presented to 
mo in print. 

' Come, let ua dance upon the grass, 

Ye maidens of Montreuil ! 

Sorrows and fears O bid them puss I 
'Tis better Love should rule. 

If you abuse the power you have. 

If you are cruel, know 
Wo too may make tho light look grave 
And lay the lofty low. 

Ffown not. In heedlessness or Itusiu 
If any step go wrong, 

If too far oireled bo the waist. 

Or hand be held too long. 

In knees yet tottering from a rod 
Let failuros^o forgiven ; * 

Slippery with sunshine i-* tho sod, 

With tufted flowers uneven. j 

Away ! in bonnet, coif, or cap . . > ' 

Tt^fcar it is no use ; 

Whene’er you meet with such mishap 
Wo’H make the best excuse. 

1 can not d^co nor sing uhine . . . 

Haste, haste, my heart/Lihette ! 

Mamin ! what are you at, IVlunun ? 

That frill not plaited yet ? 

Nay, never mind what people think, 

Too sorrowful KUse ! 

Lot the black skirt be trimm’d with pink 
Lilac, or what you please. 

But put it on and trip away . . . 

My life! the violin 
V Never was play’d so us to-day. 

Nor was the mead so green. 

Como, let us dance then on the grass, 

Ye maidens of Montreuil 1 
Borrows and fears O bid them pass ! 

Tis better Love should rule.” 

“ If in my circumstanceifl could have been amused 
at anything, it would have been at the boasts, the 
resolutions, and the schemes, 1 witnessed in the 
groups about mo. One swore that, if nobody else 
had killed Robespierre, he W'oul^ Iiave done it; 
for ho had formed a plan impossible to fail. An- 
other said he had inscribed his name among the 
conspirators against the tyrant, which greatly 
encouraged them^ and that ho could exliibit a 
copy to whoever doubted it. A third declared 
that nobody alive' should hinder him from putting | 
on a clean shirt every fourth morning ; that he ; 
would call Sunday diniaTichr., and would bow to | 
the curate the first instant he met him. ‘ Happy 
days, good old times arc come again,’ cried an 
enthusiast ; ' one may exclaim bon dim ! on this 
side the guillotine; and one may address one’s mis- 
rreas by the title of angel:, or even wademoisellc* 

‘ What do you think the girls care for that? ’ cried 
his companion, who still wore the red cap. ‘ Pretty 
girls,’ answered he, ‘ are aristocrats, and will be so 
while there is one upon earth. The Ooddess of 


Liberty herself would smile more graciously if 
you addressed heitMadanui the Oodd^s of Lidyerbg* 
The republican heard and pondered, and contrary 
to my expectation, cried boisterously, * By Marat ! 
I believe it . . a bitch ! she should be w'atched.* 

“ Robespierre had shot himself, was the inlellb 
gence brought by tho postillions : a few linos to a 
few families and a few hand-bills announced the 
same. I hastened to the capital, to the house of 
my benefactor. 

" " You could not have heard it in England ? ’ 

'' ‘ No,’ replied I, ' I heard it at Montreuil : is it 
true ? ’ He did not answer me ; but turning to 
the* general, said, ^ Tate ! thpre is yet English 
blood in England, though it is rim and contra- 
band, and found among people who have no right 
to it. I wish it may do you no harm, Zacliariah I 
Come, while we are well, let me give you joy.’ ” 

Ze Doux. Did Mr. Paine live to the Restoration? 
I am certain his majesty would have rewarded his 
services, and have pardoned the indiscretion of 
his former speeches, the result of inebriety. 

Normariby. He died before the king’s restora- 
tion, and was not altogether so good a royalist i 
one could have vrished. 

Le Doiix. Pity ! But he might have written 
some loyal books : nobody asks about opinions. 
Do you imagine that Soult is a royalist, or Cha- 
teaubriand a Christian, or Talleyrand a believer 
in Providence ? They behave well, and abandon 
their errors, or, if not abandon, abjure them. 
This in conscience is all that government and 
society can exact. You must have been charmed 
withd^aris? 

Nomianby. Remaining there eleven days, I 
wrote to the good lady at whose house I had 
lodged in Londonf and told her I should be happy 
to send any model she might desire for her 
daughters t ;0 coy)y. 1 had discovered that they 
gained their livelihood by working in their own 
house for the first milliners. She returned mo a 
kind letter, containing the Kul)8tanco of a conver- 
sation with my banker, to whom it appeals nhc 
was related. He was surprised 1*. i:ad not heard 
from me, if living : it was a prooi, however, that 
I wanted no money. Miss Peneiope, who had 
been treated like a princess from her infancy, 
offended tho Chisholms, by telling thorn that the 
parishioners began to me, and that I had 

afforded them ample means of judging whether 
I was di.saffcclcd, by becoming a sailor. The 
curate, now about to marry a Avoman of distinction, 
lost common decency in her presence, and told 
her, his father would no longer take three shillingH 
in composition for his capon ; that capon was the 
word, and capon he would have, though slie her- 
self made him. 0 brute beast !” exclaimed Mias 
Penelope; and then shrieked, and would have 
fainted if there had been anyone else <o support 
her. Soon after she caught an erysipehis, by 
sitting in a grotto she had construcl-ed just oppo» 
site the door of her new farm-house, and between 
the cow-pen and cart-shed. There Avas a weeping 
willow on each side, and there avus water in 
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preseired by means of a dripping-pan nicely 
sanded, with a large sea-shcll at every comer. She 
was so delighted at this rural and romantic scene, 
that, on the day of its completion, she sat an hour 
or more in it, and did not dream that the coldness 
of the mortar on the floor could penetrate the 
moss ; but the moss had been wetted to fasten it. 
When she returned home she shivered : the apo- 
thecary said he did not like it : the Chisholms 
would yet be neighbours if a visit should be agree- 
able. “ No,” said she,* " and if I die tormorrow 
I will show them how little 1 value them.” She 
had no idea of dying, and perhaps, if she had 
lived, would have made a different will from What 
she did that evening. She bequeathed her library, 
plate, and china, her house, furniture, and estate,- 
to me : she willed that the remainder of her pro- 
perty, being in money, should be possessed by her 1 
nearest male relative, unless there happened to i 
be in the family a female whose Christian name i 
was Penelope. The younger Mr. Chisholm was I 
vexed and confounded. The elder was at first I 
.silent : at last he said, The laws of the laud will | 
look to that . . the Christian name of Penelope ! 

I hold that there is no such Christian name, and 
that the name is called Christian by abuse. This 
is not a misnomer, or it might be good and valid 
and got over : misnomer means, when a man s 
real name is Nicholas, for instance, and you call 
him Nicodemus, having proven, or proving below, 
that you intend the man, or child, or adult, so 
mentioned.” 

His reasoning, if right, was useless : no Pene- 
iopo was a claimant. The property, amounting 
to six or seven thousand pounds, went to a day- 
labourer, who, by the blessing of God and the 
mandate of a justice of the ♦peace, had eight 
children. He swore he would bury Miss Penelope 
as no queen was ever buried, though it cost him 
ten pounds. 

Say guineas, Giles!” cried his wife; “the 
charge comes but once.” 

He drew back, as one who is about to take a 
leap, admired her high daring, and, rising up 
from his chair at the decision he was about to 
pronounce, “Guineas then lot it be I” 

I returned and took possession of my cottage 
and freehold. The first door I opened was the 
bam-door. My arm-chair stood opposite me: I 
sat down on it, looking on the crimson bed until 
its colours were absorbed in my eyes, and the 
form itself had vanished. I did not meditate ; I 
had no thoughts: sensation carried them away 
half-formed. I did not resist it, nor attempt to 
alter or direct it. I felt as if I were in the presence 
of those I loved, and as if any fresh motion of the 
mind or body would deprive me of it. 

Few years luul elapsed, and yot what changes I 
The death of Penelope and the marriage of Mr. 
Chisholm occurred in one week. 

There was no turnpike road near Sandyhurst ; 
and the people were much surprised, as they were 
conversing from window to window one Saturday 
evenkig, ft the arrival of an elegant chaise and 


four post-horses at the pubUo-honse, which 3« « 
very cleanly and conuqodious one, there being nc 
fewer than six charities the trustees of which dine 
there yearly, and the commissioners of two inclo- 
Bures had met there daily for eight months. From 
the carriage alighted a young lady and her aunt, 
evidently a woman of fashion, and retaining the 
remains of beauty. The innkeeper showed them 
his apartments ; they chose two rooms ; the aunt 
remarking that the delicate state of her niece's 
health made her resolve to attend her, whatever 
might be the consequence to her own. She de- 
sired that her under-butler and her niece’s maid 
might have a parlour to themselves. * The kin- 
keeper, curious to know the history of his inmates, 
went backward and forward in the servants’ room ; 
but they paid no attention to him ; which pro- 
duced an observation in the passage that servants* 
are prouder than masters and mistresses. He 
himself, as he had already done up-stairs, brought 
in a pair of candles, and lighted one. The lady’s 
maid smiled Somewhat BcomfVHy, and presumed 
that the wind had blown out the other. “ Comfort- 
able or not, Edward, wc shall at least be beyond 
I the reach of that old housekeeper. It is well that 
I you (instead of the butler) did not driAk the iUsr ” 
I dcira ; but the malicious old creature could not 
I get him discharged. I wish mj yoAhg mistress 
was half as good as yfiurs : good she is, only that 
I she minds her money. Hardly a gown a month ; 

I and of wlmt u.se arc silk stockings to me, if 1 must 
not wear them ; and shoes, if they are too bigi” 

beg pardon for interrupting you, miss,” 

I said the innkeeper, “ but really I can not do my 
I duty unless you or this gentleman inform me of 
j your lady’s name.” 

I “ You may look for it,” said the girl, and con- 
tinued her discourse. “ No, Mr. Edward, I don’t 
let men put their arms over my chair. Talk and 
welcome, but I don’t see why you should do in the 
country what is more than your place is worth if 
you did it in London,” 

He bogged pardon, Aid hoped she would say 
I nothing : then turning to the landlord, “ Her 
j ladyship is particular : I trust you will not hurt 
I mo.” 

“ Not I,” said the landlord : “ but surely you will 
have the civility to inform me who the ladies are.” 

My mistress,” answered he, “ is Lady Posset 
j ami whispered in his car, “ She is only tbe wife 
of a knight, let the girl say what she will, a proud 
! minx I ” 

“And what would you havel is not a knight 
enough for you 1 Do you think I have no ears in 
my head 1 Had you such a table, I should like to 
know, at Lord . . the Lord knows who’s . . the 
one you served last . . he whose face is so like a 
camel’s 1” 

did not complain,” said Edward submis- 
sively. “Sir Nathaniel kept abetter; but . . 

** Go on, go on ; never be satisfied,” said the 
maid. “ Say at once he left your mistress a beggar 
. . hut hold your tongue upon the score of mine 
I and now I warn you.” 
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^ MisSi** replied Bdirard« '' I entreat and beg has good kin : that must be said for her ; but an 
j<m not to apeak so loud : I am as reasonable as arm across her chair is a liberty. If you caught 
iiny man, and never said .that the same can be her asleep in it . . one has a right then, you 
done with eighteen hundr^ a-year as with four know . . you would sooner dare to kiss a leopard 
thousand.” or tiger. Everything would be topside-turvey; 

The landlord, when they were silent, hoped he you could not rest for her. You would have 
did not interrupt them, but requested the lady’s laughed if you had seen her coming down the 
maid to inform him at her leisure (since the hill into the town here: she was frightened at 
ladies were in their bed-room) when they would the horses slipping, and, in spite of the ladies 
like tea. behind, threw her arm round my body ; and I 

** Have you not asked them 1 ’* said she, appa- verily believe it made her hate me worse than 
rently much surprised. ever; for, to do her justice, I never saw her so 

No, miss,” he answered ; " I have been waiting bad before, never so desperately proud and capri- 
h< cioufi She loves her mistress and my lady, and 

forbid 1 you poking, prying creature I would go through fire for them : drink a little 
Well ! T said no harm of anybody. And now, Mr. wine in the cellar, and you might as well drink 
Edward, if you catch it, thank yourself : you have black-strap at the Crown and Anclmr.” 
always a bad place, have you 1” " Really 1” said the innkeeper in great sur- 

He left the parlour; the landlord followed. He prise . . “ then I misunderstood every word about 
turned round and whispered in the landlord’s ear, the madeira.” 

" Evil came into the world with the first woman, “ Sly creature !” drawled Mr. Edward. Faith- 
and will go out with the last, and, by my soul 1 I fiil she is,” added he smartly, “ and acute, and 
believe against hdl will. What malice in this prudent: her only fault is, that she never *for- 
little black-and-tan terrier ! always on the watch gives what she calls a liberty, and it puts her 
and alert to catch and snap me.” out of humour with all the world.” 

• ''^he is a pretty little creature to my mind,” " The very woman I” cried the host unguard- 
said the landlord. edly ; and, being disconcerted at his own exclama- 

"Pretty I”# cri^d Edward. tion, desired his companion to help himself and 

" Her complexion by candialight is the sweetest spare not, and went upstairs. He had forgotten 
in the world,” said the innkeeper; "and such to take up the tea, and was much relieved at find- 
eyes and eyebrows I never saw in my bom days, ing the waiter in the act of removing it, and the 
What teeth and lipsl psuh 1 and that slight shade ladies at cards, they having thrown a shawl over 
of down on the upper one.” the table, when the waiter informed them, on their 

"Zounds!” cried Edward, " kissing her would inquiry, that there was no green cloth. He saw 
be like playing on Pan's-pipc. Slight shade of several pieces of gold, no silver. His heart was 
down I Why then a box-coat is a satin slip, and a disquieted ; he knew not what to set about ; even 
fox-cover is a grass-plot.” his curiosity was epfeebled ; yet he went up again 

" Do you always ride on the dicky with her, to ask what they would please to have for supper. 
Mr. Edward 1” |4jady Fosset desired him to wait a moment ; she 

"Ah, woe is me!” replied Mr. Edward, and then said to her nieccf; "Come, child, take those 
there was an echo to it in the passage . , "there is five guineas back ; I do not approve of high play, 
so little room on our dicky ! ” The innkeeper and you could not attend to your game.” 
sighed again . . "and sucl^ jolting roads ! and such " Excuse me, madam,” replied the niece, rising 
light short-legged creatures I” said Edward discon- from the table, and putting the money iu the 
tentedly. “It requires all one’s patience.” aunt’s reticule. 

"Egad, does itl” cried the innkeeper, drawing The landlord was up early the next morning, 
his breath , . " and more too !” • • waited on Dr. Chisholm, and told him and his son 

After some silence, ho invited Mr. Edward to the curate all that had passed, adding, as was 
taste the liquors in the tap-room. " If you please, true, the last thing her lady? hip ar;ked Was, "At 
Mr. Edward . . I beg pardon not to know your what time begins diviTic service T’ 
other name.” " Samuel,” said the doctor, “ I shall preach.” 

" Horton, at command,” answered he. " Father, if you will, you will,” replied he, 

" Mr. Horton, if you please, as I was saying, " but the fairer thing would be to cut for it.” 
we will drink to the good heh.lth of Miss.” They did : tlie doctor won. Samuel cried, 

" The poor child !” said Edward. " She is not " By God I sir, there is no dealing with you. I 
long for this world.” make no doubt all was fair. What 1 have to 

" I did not mean her,” said the landlord ; say, is, you have always good luck.” 

" though methinks her lips and eyes promise to On returning from church, Lady Posset thariked 
let alone graves and tombstones for the present; the doctor for his very admirable sermon, and 
I meant the sweet little creature that was so declared she never had heard the service read 
iharp with me.” so impressively as by the gentleman who assisted 

" Ho i Bosaly Bouse : so the ladies call her: she him. 
axpectsthat we should call her Miss Bosaly: the “ My son, madam.” 

kouse^keeper and butler may call her Rouse. •She They both bowed, and attended the ladies te 
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ihc imi : her invited them to tea in the 

evening, expressing har deep regret that she had 
no gentleman with her who might do the honours 
of the table at dinner, if they could have pardoned 
her 80 short, a notice. 

** Father,” .said Samuel, just out of the door, 
** did you ever hoar so strange an excuse 1 None 
to do the honours of the table (as slic called it) 
when there arc two of us ! You might liave had 
the diicLs put down.” 

On the road to tlm rc(;tory, ** Eighteen hun- 
dred a-year !” was the exclamation of both at j 
once. Weill father, on this occasion I hope 
you will not cut.” | 

‘Samuel,” said *lhe rector, “1 soon enter on 
the grand climacteric ; her ladyship is not five- 
and-forty.” 

“ True,” answered he, “ I suspect she has a 
filly’s tooth in her muzzle, and would fain pulp 
a beau or two yet,” 

The rector shook his head. “ I believe you must 
have her, Samuel ! 1 have nothing but the rectoiy: 
tlie money is gone in house and improvements. 
You wore born to less than a hundred a-year, 
and that from the sweat of my brow; 1 shall 
leave you a thousand. I will nominally make 
over the living to .you, on your giving me such 
security as can he drawn up between us.” | 

The son thanked him ; was unremitting iii his | 
addresses to Lady Fosset. ; and at la.st declared his 
passion, from the utter impossibility of restrain- ! 
ing it. She replied that she was scn.siblc of his ' 
merits, but that, if he imagined Iior fortune to | 
be so considerable as it was represented, he was 
mistaken : that she had retired, in part for the 
health of her niece, in part for economy, and was 
sorry to inform him that her (her husband 
having died intestate) were barely eighteen hun- 
dred a-year * 

He protested that fortune was the last of his 
considerations; that he himself had somewhat 
less; that after his worthy father’s decease he 
could not expect many thousands more, beside the 
rectory. 

The rector united them by licence, the third 
week of her ladyship’s residence in Sandyhurst. 
She condeseended lo give away, with her own 
hand, Rosalhi House, to Mr. Freeman of the Star 
and Garter, making her a present of a pearl neck- 
lace, the finest and cvenest pearls ever seen in 
Sandyhurst, which Mr. Edward Horton said he 
did not so mueli wonder at lier doing, now that 
she had resolved to forget poor Sir Nathaniel. • 
He added, “ 1 remember how nobly her ladyshi}) | 
looked in these pearls when she was in full dreas, 
as persons of quality iu Ijoudon arc, stark -naked 
dowivto the navel.” 

“ Mercy upon us!” cried the host. “Are they 
taken then for pigeons an<l plovers! arc folks 
helped only to the nether parts of them'? Why 
hould the}" neglect themselves? donoUhey meet ' 
(jiCv ir lovers in thi.s full dress, as you call it? The j 
men ^ must cry out hhame upon them, finding them 
lagooJ®-! eismpany so slovenly and sluttish. Our 


ladies here in the ('.ountiy are educated ou otli«l 
principles. When Squire Alvanley of Beachen* 
croft saw Miss Arabella* give Captain Barrowdale, 
who was lain to marry her, a few maidenly, kisses, 
he said not a word about it: but when he ob- 
served, another d.ay, that the captain was despe- 
rate to lower the tucker, he called her to him off 
tlic green bench, pretending all the while to have 
seen nothing, and kept her a matter of half an 
hour in lecture. Nobody knows on what he dis- 
coursed in the outset; but Mrs. Snipe, the house- 
kce|:^r, told me that, hearing some grave words, 
she looked through the key-hole of the study-door, 
and saw Miss in tears, and saw the old gentlenSkn, 
relenting a little, pat lier cheek with the back of 
his fore finger, and heard him say, partly in com- 
fort, partly in counsel, ‘ Be liberal of tKe cherries, 
girl, but chary of the peaches.’ Whereat Miss* 
wiped her eyes, and rose upon tiptoe and kissed 
her father, and promised to do always as he had 
hidden her.” 

“ 1 have her ladyship’s commHiids,” said Edward, 
“ to take her your account.” 

In an instant, “Take it!” said Mr. Freeman, 

“ You have written received in full,” cried Mr. 
Edward Horton ; “ how is that ?” 

“ It would be a burning shame to act otherwise,” 
said the publican, “ after those pearls ; and look ye 
what are these?” 

“ O ! they are only garnets : nobody would give 
you five pounds for them, without the gold.” 

The niece, whose licalth was surprisingly re 
.stored, and whom it was thought indecorous to 
make the witness of coijnuhial felicity in its first 
transports, was taken away just before the mar- 
riage, by her brother, a young ensign ; and Mr. 
Edward Horton two days after returned to Lon- 
jlon, strongly recommended ; for her ladyship 
would rather reduce her establishment than in- 
crease it, accommodating her taste in everything 
to her dear Chisholm’s. 

“Samuel !” said the old rector to the new, “while 
wc think of it, suppose y ou resign to me that in- 
strument of the advowHon.” 

“Father,” said Samuel, “1 would gladly do it if 
my conscience would let me. I repent of having 
committed oncaction very likea fraud, and nothing 
upon earth shall make me commit another. If 
I the bishop heard of it we should be ruined.” 

The father had seldom lost his temper or com- 
posure ; fur as other extremes meet in their effects, 
so do honesty and roguery in this. He felt assured 
however, in the midst of his rescnlment, that he 
had so drawn up the agreement as to make it 
voidable, altliough lie hardly had thought Lady 
Fosset was so noble-minded as to accept his son 
without, referring the title-deeds to her solicitor. 

'riicrc was a young girl in the parish, the 
daughter of his laundress, whom he condescendetl 
t o teach the catechism. He often told her in what 
I manner to hold the book, and often said “ Let mu 
I see where you are,’ and sometimes, “ Do not he 
j so frightened,” wlicn nobody hut himself could see 
I that sue wa.s frightened in tlie least. Hje went tc 
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Imt, and said without prelude or preface, ''Sally I 
will you marry meV* 

"Lord, air,” cried the mother tremulously, 
" what do you mean 1" 

" Ask me no questions, or I leave the house,” 
said he, more firmly than impetuously. "Will you 
marry me, child, or will you not?” 

She looked at her mother. " Sally, if the doctor 
is in earnest, you must not say no.” 

"Put on your Sunday clothes then ; and, Re- 
becca ! while she is putting them on, come you 
with mo.” * 

The nether went out with him. 

•' Step into that carriage.” 

"With my shoes on, sir?” 

"%tep in . . Will the girl come or not? What 
a quantity of clothes she must be putting on !” 

* The inother, holding up two pins, to hint that 
she could stick them in, if requisite, as they went 
along, called her thri(;e, with an admixture of 
coaxing and reproof. She descended the stair- 
case with timidit}^and would have* walked by the 
side of the carriage : but the rector caught her up, 
and (somewhat asthmatically) lifted her in. lie 
followed j ,and, putting his arm partly round her, 

' although on the cushion, that he might not be 
indecorouSj^he ordered his coachman to drive to 
Mr. Ghimauel Shark’s at |llvington. Alighting 
there, leaving the daughter^ and mother in the 
chaise, he told Mr. Shark that he came for a 
licence; and, after the necessary questions, he 
received it, 

"And now, sir,” said the doctor, " are you ready 
to unite us?” » 

Mr, Shark assented : they were united : they 
returned home at the moment of dinner-time. 
The mother 'was left at her own door very care- 
fully, with an atfectionate kiss from the daughter# 
and not without a generous declaration from the 
doctor that he would really have made her a pre- 
sent, if he had found in his pocket any less piece 
than a half-crown. The bridegroom placed Sally 
by his side quietly, T^ son was civil, and said, 
on their arrival, " I suppose, Sally, you have said 
your catechism better to-day than usual?” 

She looked at her husband. ^es,” answered 
he placidly, " and road a page more.” 

After supper he called for his bed-candle, and, 
wishing Lady Fosset a good-night, conducted 
Sally upstairs. The elder bride and younger 
bridegroom at top and bottom looked steadfastly 
at each other. " Let him go ! ” said Mr. Samuel, 
" let him have his way and will : I did think bet- 
ter of the wench : she had hardly a curtesy forme. 
Rectory 5r laundry, barn or stable, what matters 
it! it comes to the same thing at last.” 

" 0 fie for shame ! ” cried her ladyship, looking 
at him and smiling through her fingers, "I can 
not sit and hear this.” She tripped across the j 
room, opened the door, turned round again, and 
cried, Positively I have a great mind to lock j 
you out, you rude creature ! ” Mr. Samuel | 
ruminated. ^ 

Early ^e next morning a bailiff entered the 


rectory, accompanied by two police-officers. The 
doctor and Sally were fast asleep ; for they had 
been (backward and forward) eight miles the day 
before. Mr. Samuel was examining the heel of a 
horse: ho heard the visitors, and, without looking 
at them, asked them roughly what they wanted. 
"Margaret Pollock,” said one in a clear voice ; 
another said, " Parson Chisholm.” 

" What have you to do with me, pray I” shouted 
he furiously. 

"Nothing, sir, if you pay these trifles. You 
have married Margaret l*ollock.” 

" Not I : no such woman has been married in 
my parish.” • 

"Mr. Chisholm, you have taken as your lawful 
wife Margaret (otlierwise called Peg) Pollock.” 

" Sirrah I ” said the divine, going up to him with 
clenched fist, "I would have you to know, 1 led to 
the altar J^ady Fosset.” 

"You could not have done better,” said the 
officer, "but she wanted no leading that way. 
Howsoever we take possession of the rectory,” 

Mr. Chisholm ran to his father, whom he 
awakened. Sally still slept ; as being little used 
to the motion of the carriage ; and I hardly kno\» 
a rougher road than the road to Elvington, con- 
sidering it is 80 fiat. 

" Father,” said Mr. Samuel, " take the resigna- 
tion” . . throwing it on the bed. While the 
bailiffs were in the bouse, he mounted his horse, 
rode into Rutlandshire, and exchanged his curacy 
with a sporting friend, whom he had known at 
college. The doctor was surprised to sec a neat 
young clergyman introduce himself the next Fri- 
day, and to hear a eulogy on his son’s liberality, 
in giving a curaw of a hundred a-year for one of 
seventy, when the hounds were at equal distances ; 
and in return was never so uncivil as to gainsay 
biui until a whole twelvemonth had elapsed, when 
he complimented him on his horses and sermons, 
his bold leaps and impressive delivery, and on 
fifty pounds going farther at bandy hurst ‘than 
seventy at Grantham. " I believe, sir, you «vill 
find,” added he, "that here arc i»ve ton-pound 
Bank of England notes : do me the favour just 
to cast your eyes over them, and to give me a 
receipt.” 

Lady Fosset, by the account of the bailiff and 
his attendants, had bf'^ n a street- walker, a kept 
mistress, and an actress. Her associates at San- 
dyhurst w ere of the same strolling company. She 
escaped l>y putting on the riding-coat of a groom ; 
exercising first the functions of a butler, taking 
' care of t he plate ; and not forgetting in the perform- 
ance of this service, that her husband had presented 
her a brilliant ring and some other ornainents 
rich almost a.s any of those which had devolved on 
the family of Sir Nathaniel. Seeing her husband 
gallop off on Blaze, she was contented to mount 
the horse whose fetlock or hoof had excited such 
suspicion in her lord, and which ho was examining 
when his guests entered. They obtained nothing 
from the rector. “ My son was my eunite,” said 
I he; " of his wife I know nothing. Take him ; takf 



102 


IMAGIXARY CONVBESATIONS. 


her ; but touch a tin kettle on your peril This 
is the rectory-house, and the rectory is mine.” 
They grumbled : they } -egged a breakfast, as no- 
body was up : the recto*' lield his spread hand 
before his face, and looked aside. 

After the harvest a company of players applied 
to the magistrates for permission to open a theatre 
at Sandyhurst, one night only: it was granted. 
They acted a farce entitled Tlie Two Rectors, and 
were committed to bridewell for an attack on the 
church. 

N^ot long afterward, it was discovered that the 
stratagem introductory to the marriage had been 
devised by a young gentleman who was fond of 
theatricals, and no less fond of the young lady who 
played the niece. The inexperience and giddiness 
of this prodigal Mr. Chisholm had turned to ac- 
count at the university, two years before, not 
without a few sarcasms on his folly, and the 
inauspicious boast conveyed in the words, ** I shall 
make him remembei his rubbers.” Hearing that 
the reverend gentleman was now resident in a 
village near Grantham, and well surmising that 
on market-days and fairs he 'would be bustling 
about the town, he drove his curricle thither on 
the great horse-fair, accompanied by his mistress, 
the niece ; and, meeting Mr. Ohi.sholm in the 
crowd, he drew up his horses, inquired after the 
health of Lady Fosaet, and expressed an earnest 
wish to pay her his respects. 

''Lookye now, Mr. Randal,” said the curate, 
** If you ar’ n’t off the ground in a twinkling, J ’ll 
make the place too hot to hold you.” 

** I don’t doubt your interest in a place too hot 
to hold me, Mr. Chisholm ! but I appeal to the 
gentlemen here present whether; my language was 
other than civil and friendly.” The fashionable 
young traveller w^as cheered heartily: he was 
declared to be an over-matcdi for the parson, and 
his shrewdness in a minute had drawn the clerical 
mouth awry. Observing the advantage he had 
gained, he appealed to every lady who did him 
the unexpected and unmerited honour of listening 
to him, and who by such politeness had rendered 
the present hour the brightest of his life, whether 
a syllable had escaped his lips which could pos- 
sibly shock the modesty of the most delicate among 
them, or could justly wound the feelings of the 
reverend gentleman, 'whose sensibility was surely 
too acute for the occasion. 


wager, and w^hich he’feared he might lose by want 
of punctuality. At dinner he told the company that, 
'whatever they might think of it, he never in his 
boni days was the man to be abated by anybody, 
and that he defied any sovl alive to prove he had 
been choused of one penny by the old carrion. 

But, parson ! can you many again 1” was the 
interrogation of the feeder next him. " Who the 
devil has the stomach to eat after such a choker r 
squeaked a fat man opposite. Bight 1 ” said his 
son. Nevertheless, the spring physic has sweated 
you, parson !” Damned ungenteel !” cried Mr. 
Chisholm, “ to talk about physic at dinner-time. 

1 ’ll take the sense of the company upon it; is it 
not so? It would cost a young hound his^best 
appetite. And so, gentlemen, I ’m oflf.” At which 
words he emptied his bottle ; and rising (as the, 
cloth was being removed) stiffly and sorely, 
whistled, wiped his forehead, and drew up with 
two smart twitches the buckskin from behind. 

Toward the; end qf the year the doctor sold 
the perpetual advowson of the rectory. He did 
not calculate on the grand climacteric or its 
effects, and died about fourteen months after his 
marriage, leaving only Porphyrogenitu3 the finite 
of it. He called his infant by that name, de- 
claring that among all the napies ihe knew he 
never knew one butihad many rogues under it, 
and that he was almost out of humour with hit 
own. He bequeathed his whole property to his 
' children by his last wife, to be equally divided 
among males and females, reserving a mainte- 
nance for his widow of one hundred pounds yearlj; 
on condition that she never married again. 

1 found his successor an unaffected, quiet, good 
young man ; rather idle, and therefore he often 
visited me at my cottage, and was surprised to see 
how straight I drew the lines for my winter cabbage, 
and thought the string a most ingenious contriv- 
ance. His sister was fond of walking in the green 
lane, and said to me the second time 1 found her 
there, ** 0, what a mercy is, Mr. Normanby, that 
Miss Penelope left the hollies! they are so covered 
with woodbine and travellers’-joy I It seems never 
to have been a lane ; here are no marks of wheel 
or horse-shoe ; it is as hollow as an apple-scoop ; 

, and a sheep could not lie crosswise on it com- 
I fortably. 

Le Voujc. The story would end abruptly if it 
ended thus. 


** Cute I” cried a farmer 'with thin yellow whis- Normanby. Yet thus it must end. She has 
Rcrs and white eyebrows. Cute ! ’Sblood I but twelve thousand pounds, like her brother, 
you have the parson under the short rib there, ^ Le Donx. Indeed, my dear sir ; I did not ask 
master! You’ve doubled him up with that* wiper.” j about the fortune. I have no designs upon her, 
** Permit me, gentlemen,” said Mr. Randal, I and will abstain from mentioning it in the country 
** permit to relate the few facts I have collected on ' to which I am going. 

the road concerning Mr. Chisholm’s adventure.” | Nomiaiihy. I could not walk but I met her : she 
** There ’s a cross-buttock cr for ye !” cried again ' has done me as much mischief as an ofReuh 
the same orator as before. “ Venture you may ' so7i. A second time I left my country ; and it 
well call it. The parson has mettle ; but what a ; ivas for her. 


main did he throw on your game ! my eyes !” I Le Doux. And, if am not greatly mis^en, it 
Mr. Chisholm would have returned homeward, ! is for her you arc a second time going back, 
but he had promised to meet somebody at the ordi- Ntrimmlty. What can be done ? Her brother 

nary, to receive a guinea which be had won in a will have me in the parish. * 
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he Dina;* 1 wish Lady Glcngrin and Sir Fire- 
brace wow ready for breakfast : I am starving 
new you have concluded. 

. . . The Swiss, having seen the sailor and his 
master twice in conversation, and unwilling that 
any but himself should be familiar with so great a 
personage, whispered to Mr. Nbrmanby the secret 
of his lord’s dignity, and rejoiced at the impres- 
sion of his whisper. Afterward there always was 
civility, always frankness, but never confidence, 
never conversation. Le Doux on his part was 
just as a man is w^ho has read a novel : Re has 
done with it. Princjea and kings are often kind, 
bRth from constitution and from fulness of 
power, in which they usually arc without fear and 
jealousy : but I doubt whether tlicre ever was a 
minister in the world capable of sincerity and \ 
* amity, or who, having conversed for years together | 
with any one, eared if he were drowned or hanged 
when lie no longer could amuse or serve him. 
The possession anjJ maintenance oj pow'cr occupy 
such men totally.* If the horse they ride will go 
on with patting, they will not feed him ; if he 
cares little for patting and much for provender, 
tl^y cursj^ him heartily and fill the rack. All 
cunning men wdio wrish for power may have it ; 
but all cui^jiing^rncn aiT men of narrow view's: and 
here, when they take po?^ession of power, they 
must leave some places vacant which are incom- 
patible wdth it. Tlic.v arc jockeys that sw'cat them- 
selves to ride light ; and after they have changed 
their greatrcoat for a ealico jacket, they discover 
that their heart is too lara:e, and must be swathed 
and contracted. The Imhit of haranguing is in 
itself pernicious : I have known even the consci- 
entious and pious, the hurnane and liberal, dried 
up by it, and have watched the mind growing 
black and rancid in its own smoke, • 

During the voyage the conversation w'a i uKually 
on Ireland. No people talk so much about their 
country as the Irish ; not because *hcy arc more 
patriotic (I beg pardon ^r using a word out of use 
in that acceptation, and should have said more 
witional) than others, but because they are less 
capable of conversing on literature and science. 
Le Doux was surprised at exa^t-csl culogie.s and 
vehement invective, used by the same persons on 
tlic same, as high spirits or low prevailed. Surely, 
said he to himself, this is the conflict of light and 
darkness, of the good principle and the evil, of 
Saint Michael and Satan. On the whole, however. 
Lady Glengrin and Sir Firebrace agreed on the 
wretched state of Ireland ; but Sir Fircl)racc in- 
sisted that, although the fact was incontrovertible, 
no fault whatever allachnl to his majesty’s minis- 
ters ^meaning the king’s) or those employed under 
them, military or civil ; and that the clergy and 
gentlemen of Ireland, resident and non-resident, 
had done everytliing in their pow’cr to alleviate 
the distresses and promote the prosperity of the 
people. Le Doux w^as aware, from the roundness 
and fiflness of the period, that the sentence could 
not be Sir Firebrace’s, and attributed it rightly to 
a minister; who added that he must also do justice 


I to the people of Ireland, in general as orderly and 
' loyal as any in the United Kingdom ; that if a 
little excess had been committed, it was rather 
the result of conviviality than of discontent ; and 
he trusted that what he had risen to state, was a 
j triumphant answer to the malicious and disaf- 
! fected in England. He thou told a story about a 
mail-coach and a fur-cap, so convincing to the 
sinipiest understanding, that the House of Com- 
mons voted unanimously any inquiry into the 
state of Ireland quite unnecessary and. useless : 
unfortunately, he added that it might be danger- 
op^ at the present juncture ; which, otU qf doon^ 
raised some alarm. • 

"For my soul,” after a pause ejaculated 
Doux, " I can not comprehend it : no one is t.f> 
blame, and the blame is large enough for all.'* 
lie meditated ; and he found what at first a; »- 
peared the grossest mismanagement, to be in 
reality the finest stroke of policy, "What ad- 
mirable calculations of loss and profit ! None but a 
commercial people is capable of this precision and 
exactness ! It costs a great deal of money to keep 
the Irish in subjection : but to whom does the 
money go I To the friends of ministers, to the sup- 
porters of government, to the loyal and the rich. 
Again, if they did not. make a very largo portion 
of the people disuiontenied, how would they find 
soldiers? Who will leave his family if he can 
feed it and enjoy it ; unle.ss he has such a sense 
of honour as a Frenchman, who flies to arms the 
moment a mayor orders him to bo carried off ; 
and a handcuff unites him to a comrade? The 
English are wanted to labour and pay taxes ; the 
Irish must be kept as they are. Even Cromwell 
with all his cunning did not see this; his son 
Henry was the only governor w ho has made them 
quiet and contented these six hundred years. The 
policy now revived is more complex : w'e can not 
attribute the glory of the invention to fellows who 
never learned, from a dictionary and a smuggler, 
that Walcheren is a pestilential i&land and Ant- 
werp a fortified town. O my c».r.u:.ry ! my first 
wish is that thou m.iye.st have no enemies ; my 
second is that, having them, they may be men like 
these : but it w’ould be imftdr to deny them the 
merit of w'alking firmly and uiuleviaiingly in the 
footsteps of their pre(b<C'.* 

It w as on the seventh or eighth morning, that 
Le Doux, rising from the cabin, cried, “ Mr. 
Normanby ! Mr. Normanby ! what vast harbour 
are we entering ? ” 

" This is the Strait of Gibraltar” answered he. 

" 0 yes,” said Le Doux, " .so it is. We arc far 
from the Barbary coast, yet how wuld it looks 
even at this distance ! See the dificrcnce between 
Christian industry and Moorish apathy 1 ” 

"Great indeed, sir,” replied Normanby, but 
that rock is Gibraltar, and this beautiful country 
to the left is Barbarj'. In fact, the Moors arc in- 
dustrious, and always were intelligent on agricul- 
ture, oven before the Romans, into w hose language 
their books on that science w ere translated, and 
at a time when no original one on the subject had 
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appeared at Rome. The Africons on ^ho coast of 
Mauritania had a custom, claimed as an invention 
by the Tuscans, of intenliig corn for its preserva* 
tion. The writer *^ of Ceesar’s war in Africa 
mentions the pracjticc, but mistakes the cause. 
Spaniards never wore cultivators, in modern times 
or uncicnt : they only sow in the furrows ploughed 
for them by the Moors. The southern parts of 
the Peninsula retain the traces of Moorish eiilcr- 
prise : and the kingdom of the Moors in Spain if 
they had been Christians, would have exhibited 
the mdst perfect model, ever existing in the 
world, of industry and civilisation, gallantry and 
glory. The men yero valiant, and the women 
were chaste ; robberies and murders were un- 
jcnown ; music was heard from road to road, from 
castle to castle ; wars were the sports of valour, 
jousts and tournaments its idle recreations. At 
last, divided by faction, they were oppi essed by 
numbers, leaving such monuments behind them 
as the poworfullest of our empires never will erect.'* 

Michael heard this, and wdiispercd to Renault, 

I should not be surprised to see our English- 
man turn renegade, if the ship draws nearer the 
coast.” 

It was then about one mile off: the harvest 
was gathered, still the country seemed a garden. 
Several boats a])i)roaelicd the vessel with pome- 
granates of unusual size, undetachod from their 
bright and glossy leaves; and the late fig; and 
grapes of various forms, sizes, and colours ; and live 
quails and partridges and doves ; and little kids, 
that leaped back among them from the deck 
again, and would not Icj^ve thorn. Suddenly the 
ship tacked, and a fresh breeze blow them into 
Cibraltar, where they must take in water. 

“ This long point of land could surely be culti- 
vated,” said Le Doux to the captain ; “ it is level , 
and not very rocky,” 

Sir,” answerc(l <,he captain, '' the inhabitants 
of the city are three-fourths Jews, and most of 
the rest Spaniartls, These people will never work 
if they can help it. Monopolies and privileges 
and exemptions furnish the greater part of the 
governor s emolunjents, which arc about five hun- 
dred guineas a week in time of war, and in peace 
little more than fifty a day; and he would not like 
to see plantations ; they bring no tarilf.” 

It is nearly a mile in length,” said Lo Doux, 

** and shady walks might be formed upon it, for 
the convenience and health of the garrison.” 

** No tariflT for the governor from shady walks,” 
replied tlie captain. 

Le Doux and Sir Firebrace went ashore in 
uniform, in order to leave their cards at the 
governor’s. 

'' Precede them with flambeaux, for they are 
persons of distinction,” said the governor to his 

valet. 

" My lord, it is mid-day,” answered the valet. 

* ** Kst In Africa consuetude inoolarum , ut in agris et in 
omnibus fere villis sub terr& specua, condundi frumenti 
sratia, olam babeant, atquc id propter bella xuaximd 
lUMtIiimque subitum ndventum prai^arunt.** 


" Go down then,” said his lordship * • “ it ll 
time I shoiibl tliiiik of sleeping.” * 

For the distance of many miles inland, ai^d 
many along the sliore, there was hardly a sign 
of cultivation. '' How do the people live 1 ” asked 
Le Doux. 

By means of the Moors,” answered the captain. 
Difterent were the colonel’s exclamations all 
tli^ way from Cape St. Vincent to Cape Finisterre, 

" Is it possible that sea-coasts can be so beautiful ! 

0 how fine ! 0 how pretty ! superb ! magnificent ! 
brilliant ! ” There were rocks that were charming, 
and villages that were minions, and vineyards that 
were tapestry, and meadows that werd*carpe*s. 

“ These countries have very worthy kings,” said 
he, they only want good ministers.” A thousand 
plans in an instant were ready for the consumma- 
tion of their happiness. „ 

0 heaven ! this must be France ! ” exclaimed 
he one day in ecstacy. 

'^No, sir, ” said the captain, ' it is the coast of 
Asturias.” 

Lc Doux thouglit the rocks prettier even than 
those of the Petit Trianon. He expressed a 
second time his admiration of the coast. “ We 
have passed a better,” said the captain, and you • 
never noticed it. There arc no harbours in 
Asturias like Ferrol and Coruna.’- 

Off the Seilly Tsleh^^thcy found themselves in 
the midst of lishingff)oat.s. N ormanby took leave ; 
sailed in one of them to Bristol ; two days after- 
ward reached Sandyhur^;t ; and had the courage to 
walk directly toward the green lane, just as if he 
had never met an intruder. 

The vessel that couv\ycd Lady Glongrin, Sir 
Firebrace, and Lc Doux, at length cast anchor in 
the bay of Dublin, not without another subject of 
wonder to Lc DouJt, at seeing a pestilential 
marsh under one of the finest cities in Europe^ 

" If this had been at Odessa, it would have been 
converted into docks,” said he to himself. Ho 
passed the Parliament-house, and lifted up his 
hands in ustonishnient. An Englishman I met 
at Genoa,” said he to the general and the countess, 
at an old minister’s, fond as he was of extolling 
the public architecture of his country, and pre- 
ferring the dktHedrals and abbeys to anything 
antiquity has left us, never said a word about this 
noble fabric. It was perhaps too modern for him. 
He was a sort of half-author, a creature so devoted 
to antiquity, that when he snored he seemed in 
drawing his breath to say f/rec, and emitting it to 
say Tomain. I had the personal proof of it ; for 
whenever he was disposed to sleep he slept, and 
would have done so had he been called to the levee 
or to the ministry. I never saw him quite decorous 
but in church, where he always seemed immersed 
in the deepest meditation ; and if a person but 
whispered, even during the music, he fixed his 
eyes upon him with a stem rebuke.” 

* The sages of antiquity have each left an aphorlam on 
human life ; and there seemed hardly room for another j 

but this our siige, if he has not given, oanaee one i vitQ 
remni breve intervaUum. 
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The society introduced to Le Doujf was tlie 
most select. The beauty of the women held him 
breathless. " Am 1 in Poland, or in Paradise 1 ” 
was his soliloquy. He paid his principal atten* 
tions to those who put on a clean pair of gloves 
every day, because he considered it a test of 
civilisation. Even among these, within the first 
week,, his suspicions were confirmed by his valet 
that the linen was not always changed so often : 
but he thought it a scandalous tale when he heard 
that some of them came to breakfast in a part of 
the apparel in which they had slept. * 

Do 012 ^ tell me such nonsense, Renault ! 
D6|X)nd upon it, the girl that gave you the infor- 
mation has been discliarged : you will see her off 
soon.” " Well, sir,” said Renault^ sighing, “ would 
you believre it 1 a few years ago there was not a ! 
bidet in the kingdom of Ireland. The duchess of, 
Rutland, consort of a lord-lieutenant, brought over 
the first. The duke (some say it was satirically) ; 
ordered one from London for the lady of the lord , 
chancellor. It waw of porcelain, as you may i 
suppose, being the*present of a lord-lieutenant; 
and its inauguration was in the centre of the 
tabl^ filled^with ^een-pea soup, at a cabinet- 
^nner given to his grace the lord-lieutenant.” 

A cabinet-djaner ! . TWnd a vengeance . . with 
its green-pea soup* rogue ! ” cjied Le Doux, laugh- 
ing immoderately. Sir,” san^, Renault, gravely, 
"nobody laughed: everybody admired the con- 
trivance for the ladle, and the maker had made 
his fortune, if the duchess had mystified as well 
and' reasonably as the duke had done.” 

Opposite to Le Doux one day at dinner sat a , 
nobleman of high rank, a member of every admi- j 
nistration for forty years, placid and pliant, and j 
attentive to nobody but him, into whoso history j 
he had been admitted by the countess. " Colonel,” j 
said he, " in all countries there are discontented ; j 
there are even in this.” " Is it possible 1” answered 
Le Doux, lifting up his eyebrows with surprise 
and concern. "But,” rejoined the peer, "such 
is the kindness of Providefice, the sounder part of 
the people is perfectly tranquil, and assured of its 
being well governed.” " His lordship means those 
that govern,*’ said a worthy majoy None are 
more open to conviction ; the fact stares them in 
the face. Every country is rich and flourishing 
if you look at it through claret.” 

Politics on this occasion were discussed in few 
words. The illustrious visiter could collect, how- 
ever, that most complaints were ill-founded ; that 
those who complained of any specific grievance 
were unfair and partial in not considering the 
whole; and that those who took a view of the 
whole, and who proposed an inquiry into it, 
should state some specific grievance. 

In another house, after several glasses were 
drunk with great cheerfulness, the whole company 
rose up to a mysterious toast, in silence and sad- 
nm He sipped the wine in doubt, and found 
that it was the same as he had been drinking 
the first, and excellent bordeauz. fie 
not conceive what had saddened at a single 


] moment so many vacant and rosy faces. The next 
morning he heard that two of them had been 
shot by their antagonists, in a quarrel arising 
from this toast ; the LmnortcU Mernory of some 
j one they had never scon or thought about. He 
imagined that silence and sorrow would have 
come better after ; that wine should make men 
joyous, and duels serious. On reflection he feared 
to be ' compromised,’ and Hus])ected that the im- 
tnorUd memory so religiously obst;rvc<l, and with 
such awe and taciturnity, might be the memory 
j of Bonaparte. To j-elieve his suspicions, he joked 
I about it with two of the youngest, whom lie 
found at billiards the succeetliiig day. They 
laughed aloud at his mistake, "It was king 
William,” said one. " It was William Pitt,” said 
the other. " It was no more Pitt than it was my 
pointer,” rejoined the first. In fart, the immortal 
rru^Tnory, in eighteen hours, had as much obscu- 
rity and as many thorns about it as the tomb of 
Archimedes. 

Le Doux was walking one day in the streets of 
Dublin, when the appearance of perfumery in a 
window reminded him that he wanted a tooth- 
brush. He went into the shop, and asked for one. 
The master, a tall, florid, well-dressed, genteel- 
looking man, took up several, and rubbing them 
against the extremities of his fingers, recom- 
mended one particularly. " Take this : it will 
keep your teeth clean twenty years at once using. 
You arc a Frenchman, sir, I find by your way of 
speaking, and I see you have hardly three hairs 
on a side. In your country they make good poma- 
tum : try mine : but . . take the word of a friend 
. . wash your hands well afterward in soap aiid 
warm water, or you will Iiavo hair upon the palm 
an inch thick befofe night. And no raisor can 
ibeuch it.” 

" What is the price, sir!” " Ah now! is it 
the price % I never sell for lucre of gain ; a half- 
crown contents me . . and, just for the peg-p< dislier, 
a thirteen-penny. Recommend me to y o ur frie'^ . dr- , 
if you have any, and Pll thank yc : ” " Favour 

me with the number of your shop.’ " Mayaziue, 
if you please. The poor beggar of a MCiioolmaster 
over the way calls his, seminary ; and sure then I 
might call mine so ; but I would be modest ; 
magazine does for me.” 

Le Doux was leaving the door, when he was 
met on the threshold by a young clergyman, who, 
flapping his lustrous boot with a thin whip, and 
drawing up his shirt-collar with his left hand, red 
as a pigeon’s claw and broad as an ostrich’s, pushed 
rudely by him into the shop. Le Doux bowed 
and begged pardon. At the same moment, the 
hairdresser, for such he was no less than perfumer, 
caught him by the arm, and taking the clergy- 
man’s too, said, " Brother Joe, I must introduce 
you to this gentleman, who dines with us. ” 

" A thousand thanks ! excuse me to-day.” 
" To-day or never 1 now for your name.” My 
name is Le Doux, sir ; but really . " Le Doux ! ” 
said the clergyman, eyeing him suspiciously. " I’m 
damned if it is : that’s a neger^s.’' " I would not 
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iiicomiuode you, my kind friend,’* said Le Douz to 
the hairdresser : '' Have the goodness to liberate 
my aiTu. Another time . 

“ Another time I may not have upon the spit 
a code o’ Dve mownimUf ruddy and lusty as any 
eagle. You shall have him jiipmg-hot, with his best 
feather through his nose. Lady Clench gave him 
me, with a Bologna sausage, and a note (1 would 
read it you) under. Hams and double-Gloster are 
plenly. 1 could tell •you too what houses these 
come from, after dinner: and bright whiskey 
tJiiit widens your nostrils when you smell it, and 
finds water enough in your mouth for tr7enty 
glasses. Honest fhlks gave mo that ; who might 
not like naming. Cocks o’ the mountain of another 
breed ; ay, J oe 1 you live among ’em. Come, stay ; 
we shall dine gloriously. Joe has a voice, and a 
song for it. Look at the windows of nine houses 
on each side, when he sings ; and you shall see 
die old women lug the wenches down, and shall 
catch Tnany a crimped cap and red wrinkle over 
the blinds.” “ Hold your wild colt’s tongue, Mat- 
thew!” said the clerg 3 "man, rebuking him pri- 
vately ; and then in a lower tone, Sure, are not 
we two enough for a cock o’ the mounkihi, ay, 
and a sausage as big as a bolster!” 

At the commencement of this pastoral charge, 
Le Doux, finding his arm released, made his 
escape. At which the brothers, much as one of 
them had wished his absence, agreed that he was 
a hlcu'kgmrd and a scamp, and unfit for their so- 
ciety. rrovidcntial !” Joe ejaculated. “ You 
would have talked first about your sausages and 
cocks o’ tlie mountain and counf.e8.?e8, and then 
al^nt the whiskey, letting it out by degrees that j 
I had a trifle in the concern. i And now, Matthew, j 
fibout these women. Can’t you meet with better j 
and honester? why then I'll lend you a guinek. j 
My sacred word for it, they all make a fool of you ; 
and with more than their husbands; mind that. If 
you miLsl have such sluts, why then have ’em, in 
God’s name ! but prythce be sober-minded and 
docent ; for I am sated and sick of hearing of ’em.” 

“ Only one word, Joe!” said Matthew mildly, 
and interlacing his arm. Brother Joe now, my 
life and love! who presented you to that little 
tight pretty living there of Ennisgalcraig V and 
what for?*’ “Stuff!” cried Joseph. “True 
enough I” said Matthew. “Are you hungry? 
brotlicr Joe !” “ Hungry as a wolf-dog.” “ Give 
longue upon the women then another time, and 
not when you would eat what they send us.” 

Invitations to dinner were frequent : among the 
rest was a long and elaborate one from Captain 
Phelim O’Mara : it was imcepted. Le Doux was 
placed at his left, and was informed most politely 
by the ca})taiu that he liked foreigners above all 
things, and tliat he himself was half a foreigner. 

** 0 no, captain G’Mara, you are a true Irish- 


makes the foreigner, not the . . . Pray, if one may 
make so bold as to aak, what do you see in that to 
chuckle at, ladies and gentlemen! And what made 
you touch my arm, sir, whUe I was speaking and 
had not said the word 1” * ♦ 

“ Without the slightest idea of offence, I do 
assure you, captain O’Mara !” said Le Doux ; ^'on 
the contrary, it was done in my extreme impa- 
tience to second you in so just an observation. 
You were at Paris, I presume : how long did you 
rei:(ialn there!” 

“ A week,” replied the captain : “ I had taken 
my lodgings for a whole week, or I ah«uld have 
gone away directly. Our minister there, i^ould 
you believe it! made a difficulty of presenting me 
I to the king. It was explained to me in that 
I although, to do him justice, he only said he should 
j embrace some future opportunity.” 
j “ Indeed !” replied Le Doux from his heart, and 
j with an expression of deep sorrow on his coun- 
I tenance. “ His Majesty has home many misfor- 
i tunes : I hope no one will t(ii^ him of this.” 
i “ I will myself, by the Lord, if ever I go over 
i again, and catch his eye,” said the captain, striking 
I the table. “ I went on to Italy, and at Fl^rengie 
j my lord Burghersh knew better what stuff my 
coat was made of, ahd Wnat colour this is. The 
j Qranduke treated ..me like liis own son, and 
, came behind my chair at supper, and hoped I 
I might find at table something to my taste. 1 
replied to him in Irish ; which I had a better right 
I to do than he to speak in French; for Irish is my 
I own language, and French is not his. As there 
^ was nothing to be seen at Florence but statues 
and pictures and other such childish things, 1 
proceeded to Rome, in company with a gentleman 
who said we must have four horses, if we expected 
clean linen at the inns. ‘As for clean linen,’ 
said I, ‘ let those look to it who are to lie in it ; 
for my part I sleep all the way in the coach.’ 
Howsoever, to show him that I did not mind my 
money, 1 agreed to th^i four horses.” 

“ Well, captain/ said Lady Glengrin, “what do 
you think of the fair Italians ?” “ You smoke me 
then, my lady, do you ! Who told you about it !” 

She protcstijd she knew nothing of the matter: 
he continued. “ The whole way from Florence to 
Siena 1 thought every girl prettier than the last; 
for which reason I kept the blinds up, not wishing 
to understand my fellow-traveller, who declared 
he suffered so violently by the sun, that he was 
giddy and could see nothing. On some exclama- 
tion of mine, he told me that nearer Rome, on 
this side of the city, I should not find the females 
BO handsome. 

“ I do not believe in anything supernatural, ex- 
cepting a ghost or two ; but there are things that 
puzzle one. I fell asleep from the violent heat, and 
from the incessant and intolerable noise of a 


man, bred and born,” cried lady Glengrin, “ we creature they call gritto, against whi6h all the 
must not lose our title to you !” carriage-wheels in Christendom would not defend 


“ I am so by father’s side and mother’s side, you : and I did not awake until night. Thi» 
snd by uncles and aunts,” replied the captain, menkey-faced black devil, of an inch or two in 
“ but I have travelled of late ; and the ground length, with his grUl, grill, griU, makes one hotwa« 
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than twenty suns could do, bothering and never 
aiiy. We slept at Siena. In the morning, instead 
of vineyards and cornfields, a vast barren country, 
cracked by the heat, lay wide open before me. It 
looked' like some .starved monster, from whose 
powerless bones one still wishes one’s-self away. No 
hedge was there, no tree, nor bird of any kind to 
inhabit them if there had been. I saw no animal 
but one long snake, lying in the middle of the road. 
Then again, instead of well-dressed, smiling, beau- 
tiful girls, joking with you innocently or wishing 
you heartily good day, female devils could not be 
nak^er i!Cv bonier nor uglier than those wenches 
who jun before us, begging and screaming, and 
scratching their heads and blade-bones, and writh- 
ing like the damned. I remarked it to my com- 
panion, who calmly and indifferently answered i 
me, * 1 told you so.’ ‘ Were you ever here before, 
sir r said I. ' Never,’ he replied. 

" I trembled . , that is . . not from fear . . but, 
fiiith ! it almost mada me say my catechism in the 
coach : for he threw niinself back, as though he 
had given the order that things should be so, and 
knew they were so. We entered Home. He ordered 
bis lugga'J^c «to remain at the gate, alighted, sa- 
luted me ; nobody ha s met him or heard of him; 
the people at die gate are aJraid of saying a word 
About him if you ask them ,• never have I seen 
him from that hour to this, ftnd God forbid I 
ever should in future.” 

''You must have been highly gratified, sir, in 
that city, by the noble specimens of the fine artj^” 
observed the colonel. " 0, Lord bless you I” cried 
the captain, “ they make finer lace, and cambric, 
and frippery of all sorts, in your own country.” 
"We have indeed some pretensions,” answered 
Le Doux. Lady Glengriii remarked to the cap- 
tain that his noble guest only meant statues and 
pictures. He winked at her, and whistled in a 
low key, and then whispered, “ Why, indeed they 
do dress out their old dolls in the churches with a 
sight of finery, as for thaA.” " But,” added Le 
Doux, " their pictures in the Capitol, in the Vati- 
can, and also in many private collections, are 
masterpieces.” 

I do think,” replied the eaptalin* " they are 
up to most of us in painting a face or body. But 
the devil a notion have they of putting the one in 
good humour or the other in good clothes. They 
are all old-fiushioned : and most of the men are in 
dressing-gowns ; I have seen some half-naked, and 
some quite, and others that had* never been at 
the barber’s. Then what ruins and rubbish about 
the dmmMl Scythe and whetstone never thought 
of ! More gravel than grain, more mountain than 
clover-field ; and ne’er a potato-plot for love or 
money. No rich water-meadow; no haystack 
nor turf-stack ; no tight little cabin, with its win- 
dow kept nicely in repair with strong substantial 
paper, and the smoke curling neatly through the 
doorway over the back of a comfortable pig, black 
or yellow, blinking at it pleasantly. But I will 
tell you what there are instead. There are rot^n 
; trees, and blighted and blasted ones. There are 


broken-up rdkds ; you would swear at first sight 
that they lead to no magistrate’s or grand-juxy- 
man’s. There are ugly broad weeds just before 
you ; and farther on there are cranky old towers 
covered with pantiles; and there are rivers that 
are suffered to go undermining them. In all 
those pictures I never saw a cow fit for the butcher, 
or a horse that had l>een groomed, or a sheep 
with wool about her too good to wipe my boots 
on. Plenty of goats : but who likes their com- 
pany 1 Gentlemen’s houses seem quite deserted, 
j Where do you find a hot-house 1 where do you 
find a garden-wall ? By my soul ! I think the 
I best painter in the whole set would fight shy of a 
gooseberry bush.” 

Lady Glengrin then asked the captain whether 
he had been presented to the Pope. 

" As soon as I had put on a clean shirt, and 
got my boots blacked, I went, ” said he, “ to Cardi- 
nal Gonsalvi, as the shoeblack told me I should, 
and desired to be presented to his master : he 
recommended me to a countryman of mine, father 
I Taylor, who did it.” 

" The cardinal is a man of great politeness and 
I extensive information,” said Lc Doux. 

I " Politeness enough,” replied the captain ; "but 
j information is another thing. The devil a word 
: of English or Irish had he to throw at a dog ; and 
: when I tried him at Latin, by my soul ! not a 
I syllable could he put down to it, although it is in 
i tie breviary ; which I borrowed on purpose to learn 
i it, from the waiter.” 

' " Did you try the Popy^ at it, captain said 

Lady Glengrin. 

" Madam,” after a pause answered he, " I beg 
: your pardon, but it k uncivilish to speak to a lady 
, ijg^th a leg of a turkey in limbo between the gullet 
and grinder. Now then at your service. 1 told 
his Holiness I hoped I had the pleasure of seeing 
him very well, drawing up my pantaloon, and 
putting my hand at ease in the fob, like a man 
j of tashion. The Pope knows all lamiruages under 
heaven, they tell me, but he did not hear me at 
first, and when my words were repeated to him in 
Italian by my countryman, he replied, with a 
smile as hearty as mine, that he was always well 
in the presence of wortliy men .*nd that he suf- 
fered as little as could be expected from his age 
and infirmities. He continued to smile upon me 
for a moment when he had done, and then said 
something quite as obliging to another, who htui 
made no inquiries after his health at all. My free 
noble Milesian manner gave general satisfEustiou : 
people were surprised to see how easily and spirit- 
edly I did it : and an English la<ly was encouraged 
to ask him for a lock of his hair, not wishing to be 
outdone by an Iiishmam” 

" Did he give it her 1” a^ed lady Glengrin. 

"He could not well have made any woman 
jealocu ; yet he thought he might ; and said 
gravely that after his death those who esteemed 
him might wish for such memorialH, hut that lie 
could not give them, in the grave or out. He 
seemed to be much affected at the mention of 

V U 
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dying, and went away. The Englfeh lady waa 
vexed and angry, and said aloud, 'A stiff old 
prig ! I would not give a fiirthing for it.’ Nobody 
applauded her : women and men looked in her 
face coldly and fixedly, I began to feel for her ; 
and to show her that I did, I told her, if she 
drove that way it should go hard with me but I 
gave her a lock of as good a man’s. She stared 
at me as if she doubted my word. Upon which, 
to lend her confidenuo, I said, ^ By my soul, miss, 

I say only what I mean ; and you sliall cut it your 
own sweet self.’ In spite of everything I could 
think of to pacify her, away she wont, with old 
Holiness sticking in her gizzard : and the last 
words she uttered were ' The horrid brute ! * Now 
I do not think the offence she received from him j 
warranted so fierce an expression.” j 

Le Doux had offered many little attentions to i 
the lady next him, from whom he sometimes had j 
an answer, but often none. At last she was tired ! 
and impatient, and said to a girl on the other j 
side of her, giving her an elbow-kick, Christ i 
Jesus ! Bess, how this outlandish man does plague 1 
and worry me ! Lord Almighty ! will he never 
let me eat ? ” 

Le Doux either did not hear or dissembled it : 
but the captain, wlio heard it plainly, was not 
aware of this, and said, ** Let her alone, colonel 1 
old cats will grumble over their meat, and mean 
nothing. If you intend civility, she is only my 
sister; 3 ’ou need not mind her ; ay, Teresa V' 

am as nnujh to be minded as another, 
Bheliui. Who soused you that sow’s ear] There’s 
no hacon where there’s nobody to salt it. Mind 
that, and munch genteeler.” 

Universal approbation succeeded, excepting 
from lady Glengi-in, who neither uttered a word 
nor changed a feature. lie Doux declared that 
tlie lady was in the right ; and that he himself 
was the only person to blame ; no correction, he 
added, could make him moderate his attentions, 
to wit, spirit, and beauty. 

Lord ! he speaks as good English as the dean,” 
exclaimed the pacified Teresa to her younger 
friend, " and when one does not eat, one can 
listen. Mind him : he is not so old as he seems : 
he may be forty.” 

" A fig for men of forty ! ” said the other in her 
ear ; ** and I do not much like him neither ; for 
his nails are white all the way down, more like 
a beast’s than a Christian’s.” 

The last of these words were interrupted by a 
violent noise in front of the house; then at the door; 
then within it. Chairs rattled ; imprecations and | 
expostulations clashed, thickened, redoubled. 

" Now for fun !” cried the captain, wiping first 
his hands with his whiskers, and then rubbing 
them together in raptures. ** But better after 
our wine . . Moyle, run out and tell them to wait. 
Lady Glengrin, a thousand to one, among the 
rebels I find the fellow who stole your peacock, or 
some of his kin.” '' I hope, captain, if you do,” 
replied her ladyship, " you will lay the lash on 
mm smartly” 


Have you so many thieves about you, cap* 
tainf ’ said Le Doux. ** Those, and three hundr^ 
thousand more of them,” cried he. ' ** We will 
whip them howsoever, till we find them out” 

** What can so many steal 1” asked Le Doux. 
‘'Steal!” replied the captain, "the tlueves for 
the most part steal nothing : but nine in ten of 
the whole population are rebels! bloody dogs! 
fiery-hot papists as any in hell, enemies to church 
and king, tithe and orange ! dy Scotch Presby- 
terians, earthed here I fellows who cry out so at the 
sight of a steeple, one would think you had poked 
it into the hollow tooth. I have flogged them 
myself until T have a rheumatism in my shoiilder 
that will last me for life, and until there is a 
dearth of wire and honest hemp in all the midland 
parts of the country.” 

" You seem indeed to have been in active 
service,” said Le Doux. " I have flogged this 
coat upon my back, and five hundred a year into 
my pocket* I shall be m^jor next Christmas, 
and die commander of a district. These things 
are not given for nothing.” 

‘ Prom your enthusiasm in your profession, you 
must have entered it early in life.” I was Jin tbe 
I midst of the rogues at the outset.” " You remem- 
! her then the attempt bt Fife reyolu^ionary French 
I and of lord Edwarrb Fitz-Gerald.” 

" 0 yes ; I was- then but a boy though. Often 
I and often has he lifted me above his head, all hough 
I was as tall at ten as he was at thirty. He used 
to say, when people told him to take care of him- 
self, that he had not an enemy that he knew or 
that know him. Yet he found one here in Ire- 
land who could do his business. He was such a 
merry, innocent, ingenuous little devil, he could 
fidget a man’s wife before his face, and no blood 
aiid hounds upon it, nor spit nor spade nor 
shillelah. And yet somehow he was the mis- 
chicfiiUest imp of all father Satan’s fire-side. Had 
be lived a couple of years, wo should have had 
barefoot bishops and r^oollen epaulets ; no army ; 
all militia ; firom bog to parade, from parade to 
bog ; singing and whistling, as who should care 
for any ; and it would have been a month’s labour 
to lift a hat. Wc have United Irishmen in ev^ry 
county and township ; and by my soul ! if he had 
carried his plans into execution, we should have 
hfid none at all, at all, but United Irishman, Our 
people will always be bad when they can be, sir !” 

An Englishman corroborated the observation by 
the words, " I believe it.” At which the captain 
rose from his chair, and asked him what he meant 
by speaking ill of Ireland in his presence, which 
he swore no man should do while he had Irish 
blood in his veins. 

" Nevertheless they are most incorrigible rogues/ 
said lady Glengrin, remarking the silence and sor- 
rowfulness of Le Doux. 

" The vulgar are subject to error,” said ho, 
** and in these matters even the wise. Possibly 
your ladyship may find among them some who 
^ rfft})ired to your countenance by participating yotur 
I opinions on civil liberty.” 
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** Civil liberty!” cried she indignantly. " What ! 
among the bogs and mountains! Beside^ these 
bellows have no more right to my opinions than 
to my property. Colonel Le Doux, I hardly 
could have expected in you the champion of 
robbery and revolt. If it were against a minister 
or king it might be well enough ; but when one 
can not keep a favourite peacock on the lawn^ 
matters are carried too far ’* 

There was .silence for a moment, the first moment 
there had been hitherto, and this was violently 
broken by the obstreperous entrance of the <^ok, 
lifting up her ladle, which dropped the grease ; 
ovcf tfie* same«coloured-kerchief on her ample | 
bosom. 

A dirty pagan ! a dirty pagan I ” cried she. ; 
" Because your Honour would not let a senrvy 
lieutenant come to table among the quality! 
'What ! forsooth I’ said the polecat, ' if the daugh- 
ter of mother Jibbery is become a countess and 
picks her teeth here, am not I good enough to lift 
my jacket-flap upoqjtbe chair beside her]' ' No, 
you are not,* said I. ' Then,* said h^ ' no sucking- 
pig for countess or captain this blessed day;* and, 

• • ^ thofoul Ycg: I with a devil in him from 
iriuaele WWush . . how do you think he began to 
baste the poor inno centj** 

Hold haJd !* •cried Mr. Roger Moyle. " Have 
you no decency, Tcrtulliana French 1’* 

" Decency ! the cockroach !•“ I could akin him 
like an out of the Suire, alive alive. No roast 
pig to-day, by my salvation, as I am true to the 
Protestant ascendancy, unless your Honour spits 
the bloody traitor.” 

** Let me alone for tliat,” said the captain 
calmly ; " I shall see whether his ribs will crackle, 
and whether hi has a handful of thyme and mar- 
joram in his belly.” 

At this he said grace and would have risen; 
but Le Doux took him by the hand, and pressing 
it between his, submitted to his sounder judg- 
ment whether so trifling a matter were worthy of 
his exalted courage. Vhe captain would have 
argued in the affirmative. 

" Pooh ! pooh r* said Moyle humanely, " the 
man was drunk ; and drunken men are up to any- 
thing, pretty nearly; am’t the^, •Miss'?” She 
lifted up her shoulder, and said impatiently, " Let 
Phelim go his way. Sure we shall have a witty 
song from Tommy Moore upon it, ringing on the 
piano from Dublin to Belfiist.*’ 

** Then let the whelp have both pig and fire 
for his own share 1** exclaimed the captain : "I 
would rather be in a jail than in a song ; and that 
witsteris are never out of tune or out of fashion. 
Beside, we had all done with eating ; and as for 
sneking-pigs, I know where the other seven are. 
But, right or wrong; I have something to say in 
Master Bidph’s ear another time, for his ill 
manners, and that won’t lie like cotton in it, take 
my word.” 

The bottle waa then pushed round ; and it was 
announced to the ladies by the captain that they 
might sit where they were; as no smutty tOasts 


would he given nor merry songs called for ; and 
as cofiee wa!^ fitter for Turks and tea for washer* 
women ; and, above all, as good claret was not to 
be had eveiy day in the best houses. ** Mine,” 
added he, " never gets into the head, ladies ! It 
passes like a guinea : don’t be shy. Ohvrch and 
King, if you please (what say you, colonel) ; 
and then Hit ladies; and afterward the genJdmen 
from their fair lips ; and now afore God, Roger 
Moyle, I do desire you will not fiivour us with 
any of your explanations.” 

"Lord help you, O’Mara!” said Moyle, sneer- 
ing, " they are no bigger fools than you and I. I 
wave the cap along the ground where the scent lies 
fainter round cover.” * 

In despite of invitations and precautions the 
party broke up early in the evening. 

Lady Glengrin had alike sustained her dignity 
and her afikbility; and told the captain she did not 
wonder he was such a favourite at the castle. Her 
attendant. Lord Purlingstreamdale, was loftier. 
He looked hard, and did not hear Mr. Roger 
Moyle invite him across the table to drink a glass 
of claret. Mr. Roger Moyle appeared not to 
noticef it at the time ; but when they rose from 
table he took him gently by the sleeve, and re- 
minded him of it plaintively, in almost a whisper, 
saying he did not expect it at his hands, having 
left no less than eighty pounds for five weeks to- 
gether in his fiither’s bank, when his bailiff Samp- 
son Haft sold the bullocks at Orookhaven. His 
lordship looked disdainfully. 

" I am sorry you look so strange and modest and 
red, my lord,” said Mr. Roger Moyle, "as there is 
a sort of kin between us.” 

" How so, Mr. Moyle?” said his lordship. 

"Why sure then,” replied Mr. Roger Moyle, 
"and was not my fethers kitchen-wench, poor 
rhillis, who died at eighty under my roof, own 
sister to Moll Harness, your grandmother, whom 
your grandfather, if ho had lived, would have made 
' an honest woman ; for there was not one that 
scoured better nor harder in those parts, pewter 
. or brass, though Phillis was never sla'^k . . No 
' drawing up before me! no waistcoat-brtton against 
I mine I I know your height without tape. I have 
some stray acres, my I^ord Purlingstreamdale, and, 
if you beat for me, you may h .^ow where they lie, 
and where the house Uus upon ’em ; there’s ne’er 
a tree hides it ; it looks you in the face of day, 
erect and blithe as a bridegroom.” Then, offering 
his hand, " Come let us part friends, or we shall 
not sleep soundly ; to-morrow every man to his 
fancy.” He stooped a little, and rubbed his palms, 
as men do before a good fire oncoming from the 
cold, and, in higher spirits than before, ran to the 
carriage, the steps of which Lady Glengrin was 
about to mount, and invited her ladyship and 
Colonel Le Doux to Miylestown, where he told 
them he had dogs and some dirt for them if the 
weather should hold. They laughed heartily and 
drove off. 

" Lord Purlingstreamdale, you do not ei^Jojr 
Moyle’s wit,” said I^wiy Glengrin, 
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I did nioi hfltr the replied Ijie. 

^'Colonel> I should like to take you oTer/' said 
her ladydiip. ^ Roger Moyle is a man of ancient 
£amily. I may siy it to you, although when I men- 
tioned it incidentally in the presence of O'Dono- 
hough, O’Bono told me that he was only a Saxon, 
if 1 called that ancient ; and, being informed by a 
lady that the race was Norman, he scoffed and 
cried, * Och ! they are all one ; the same thing top 
and bottom,’ pitying tl^c ignorance of his inter- 
rupter. Moyle possesses an estate of twenty miles 
or more in extent. At the beginning of our dis- 
turbances he was a groat pacificator, although he 
cominanded a body of cavalry; and the major of 
an liiiglisli regiment told him that by such mis- 
conduct he had become suspected. ‘I have one 
reason to be Sony for that ; and only one,’ said 
Roger Moyle. ‘What is it, sirl’ said the major 
haughtily. ‘ Because I shall be more so before 
night,’ replied he. ‘ How!’ exclaimed the major. 

contriving a ¥rindow on English ground that 
shall never pay tax.’ ‘ I don’t understand you, 
sir,’ cried the m£^*or. ‘ Come out then, and bring 
your best pistols, looking first to flint and pruning# 
and, by the grace of God, I make a loop-hole in 
that pantry there for a wiser man to look throu^.’ 

“They met; and he took the major by the j 
hand ” . . here Lord Purlingstreamdale blushed 
and breathed hard . . “and begged and entreated | 
him, as a Christian, to retract his words . . in j 
rain . . ‘any word, best or worst; only retract 
it,’ said Moyle. Tlu major told him to stand ofi^ 
and nut bog and pr.iy there, after his insolent and 
braggart brogue. They fired ; and the mt^or fell. 
‘And now, gentlemen,’ said Moyle to the seconds, 

* as you have each your servant with you, dome the 
favour to take this uniform to ^ead-quarters, and 
to tell the general, with my best compliments,* 
that it was Roger Moyle’s.’ And he stripped off 
his uniform and rode home in his shirt-sleeves, a 
distance of twenty-five miles, in the beginning of 
January.” 

“(’aptain O’Mara must be very intimate with 
him,” Le Doux remarked. “ lie desired him at 
dinner to take a message out of the room.” 

“ Do you wonder at anything in O’Mara V' said 
the countess. “ I never heard of a particular inti- 
macy between them ; but the maxim of Roger 
Moyle is, ie go wherever he is invited ; for he 
says that nobody will invite him who does not like 
him, and Uiat he has neither bad heart nor bad 
stomach. Obliging as he is# he would have been 
offended at such a liberty, if there had been a 
servant In the room to deliver the message, or 
if O’Mara could have loft the company. For 
although his conversation is coarse and clownish, 
there are certain points upon which, in common 
with the Irish in general, he is delicate and sensi- 
tive in the extreme. His moderation waiiA him 
as much suspected by some of the insui^^is, after 
he had laid down his uniform, as to the migor. 
Toward the end of the same month he had been 
•hooting, and was returning homeward, when 
three armed men started up from among the 


gorse, and one of thorn advancing cried, * t 
Moyle! bring us your gun.’ 

“ ‘ Gentlemen,’ replied he, ‘ it is easier for you 
to come and fetch it than for me to bring it. 1 
have been out all day, with a brace of hares 
dangling, as you see, across my shoulder, and 
fifteen fat partridges in my pouch, if I counted 
right.’ 

“ The man came closer, and cried, ‘ Off with 
your belt and down with your fowling-piece, 
straight forthwith, or’ . . 

“* Or what?’ cried Moyle. ‘And now you 
threaten, friend, the play’s fair.’ So ^"ing, he 
discharged the contents through his body, and 
began to load again. The other two at first were 
astonished, but after a mutual exhortation, on 
seeing that the gun was not double-barrelled, they 
rushed forward against him. lie drew a pisto); 
and shot one : the otlier begged his life until he 
could confess. 

“ ‘ Draw your charge then,’ said Moyle ; ‘ and 
now give me the ramrod . ^ and now off my 
grounds in the twinkling of an eye, or you sleep 
in the kennel on raw horse-flesh no sweeter than 
yourself, and such whiskey as ctii...'gii;/‘,^Vrrs.’ 

He broke the ramrod, threw the pieces ^ver 
the man’s head, and* looking after him, 

walked home.” ^ ‘ 

“ He appeared tp me,” said Le Doux, “ a very 
ordinary man ; begging his pardon, for my opinion 
was a most unjust one, and I am happy to correct 
it. Whatever he says is wrong, and whatever he 
does is right. Now of all things in a man’s cha- 
racter this is the most •uiicoiiimon, the most op* 
posite to what we find or expect. 1 regret that 
I was not near enough to him to*lead him into 
conversation.” 

“His conversation,” said lady Glengrin, “has 
usually a tendency to <.hc indelicate, which pro- 
duces the effect of wit among the uneducated, and 
which, I am sorry to say, in this country almost 
always accompanies it, France and England 
the dinner-table is the theatre of decorum : in 
Ireland there are persons of rank and distinction 
who forget that the table cloth is still before them, 
and that the defilement they aufler to escape them 
may run down apd reach their daughters. 

“ Moyle entertains thaf- contempt for reading 
and study which is general, not to say universal, 
among our gentry. Yet, from the little I have 
seen of him, 1 do not think him deficient in un- 
derstanding or acuteness, although there is a story 
about him which, if true, goes to prove the con- 
trary. On his return home one morning from 
some appointment with the justices about a road, 
to be carried (they told him) directly through his 
estate, his butler heard him repeat to himself by 
jerks and twitches some sharp oath-Uke intejjec- 
lions, as he walked up and down the dining-room ; 
and took the liberty of saying, ‘ Master I what 
are yon angry at?’ Moyle’s answer was, with a 
smile, ‘ Because, Nan, I was angry. If a man can’t 
keep his temper, what is he fit to keep ?’ Andrew, 
who had lived with him from a boy, was satlsfled, 
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only «iid> he did not think wnrlh mm worth { stoiy with a few variatioiXB, and swore in the pre- 
canning home, thongh a maa ntda | sence of several^ that he would kill the hrat soldier 

" That Roger Moyle has not mueh reflection, ia | he met* private or officer, in service or out. The 
proved by an occurrence well known and often j declaration was mode before O'Hara, who, hi addi- 
related. His mother's uncle was the catholic tion to his other offices, is justice of the peace, 
bishop of the diocese : a learned and pious man. He watched his opportunity of surrounding Nat's 
On his death'bed he was frequently visited by house, which Kat had be^ just seen entering, 
Moyle, One evening he said, ‘Roger I you have and called aloud ‘Nat Withers!’ Nat came to 
an excellent heart, sound sense, and great in- the door, and falling on his knees, ‘ Why sure, 
fluence in the county. I am sorry, on leaving the captain, your Honour can not want me ; you have 
world, to think we shall never meet again.* so many other brave men about you. For the love 

“ * Don’t think about that, uncle N ol,* said Roger, of Christ ! what are your W orship’s commands V 
will^^ipaain with you, and lie upon a rug in Nat Withers 1 only just come a step out and 
thiO chamber, if you wish it.’ The bishop groaned, be hhriged, and hold your tongue upon it. Leave 
‘Poor Roger ! blind still I kind-hearted nephew! the rest to me : \^itnessos are sworn : all is ready, 
in another world then we never must meet I* and just as you could wish it : sentence and service 
burst into tears. ‘ Uncle Nol 1' said Roger, ‘tears shall be read ova*- you at once: up upon your 
we good for the tooth-ache, but may do harm in legs f be aisy ! 

your complaint. Let us be reasonable, and dis- “ Nat sprang up, and attempted to run off, but, 
course it over.’ | turning tlie corner of the house, was shoi,. ‘ There 

“ The bishop pressed his hand, and thanked him | may bo more of them ^thin,' .said the captain ; 
for the only act of Aiudness ho neveV had seemed j ‘ lose no time, boys ! ’ 

dispo;;ed to. ‘ You will then hear me, Roger, i “ They were entering the cabin, when the wife 
upon our holy faith]’ He brought forward all | met them, and levelled one with lier fist, and 
the support, every one of which j stabbed another to the heart with a knife. ^Su^- 

* was* irrefragable, and pure from the mouth of j rounded and seized by the remainder, she threw 
apostles, doctors, and at the conclu- > it from her, and fixing her eyes upon the captain, 

sion Iic criedlf’‘ Ilfiave a clou^ more of witnesses.* ! ‘ Och ! bloody hound ! Och ! that it was not 
“ ‘ The cloud we have had 18 ^uitc enough, uncle j thee ! ’ 'Ugly witch!’ cried O’Mara, ‘who art 
Nol!’ ‘Now, Roger! can you doubt them T cried j thou ] ’ *I am Dinah Shec, Nat Withers’s wife 


the good man emphatically. ‘ I can not,’ said 
Roger. ‘You hold then these blessed truths 1' 
‘I do.’ ‘And will stand firmly thereby]' ‘I 
will.’ 'You abandon theji your own pernicious 
errors]’ 

“ Roger hesitated ; and then said tenderly, ‘Uncle 
Nol, turn upon your back again and lie quiet. Sure 
I may keep my own errors, and take yours too.’ 

“ ‘ O nephew Roger ! my last hopes are blighted T 

“ ‘ Pooh I pooh I no such thing, I believe all 
that you have said, uncle Nol ; but I may believe 
other folks as civilly. Men of honour may differ 
In opinion, and no harm in it, while they don’t 
contradict. If you tell me what you saw and 
what you know, why then indeed 1 take your 
word rather than another’s, as beigg my next of 
kin, and aware right well what blood is in your 
veins.’ ” 

“ Incapable as I have shown myself,” said Le 
Doux, “ of Judging the other parts of his charac- 
ter, 1 will not hazard a word upon his prudence ; 
but it appears wonderful to me that, in the vici- 
nity of those whose relatives he has shot, he rides 
home alone in the evening, through a country so 
uninhabited.” 

“The same thing was remarked to him by 
Captain O’Mara,” said Lady Glengrin ; “ and he 
replied that he was mounted on such a horse as 
no man need be ashamed of : that, if there were 
lew, he would show them his head ; and, if the 
bidders were too many, his tail. Neither expos- 
tulation nor experience have altered his custom. 
Nat Withers, called familiarly from this time for- 
ward ' fhe man of the broken ramrod/ tola his 


these nine years, who.se blood be upon thy liead !’ 
‘ Better there than upon this new pantaloon,’ .said 
O’Mara, ‘ where a braver man’s is.’ ‘ A lie in your 
hound's throat a stride across ! ’ cried Dinah : 
‘there was no braver man in all Ireland than Nat 
Withers, though he was not always brave at the 
right time.’ • 

, “ The captain smiled : she struck at him with 

her fist : ho caught her arm, and said calmly : 
‘ Dinah Slice ! thou hast spoken fair, and done 
well and bravely. If any one bears false witness 
against thee on this little matter, I will appear 
in thy behalf, and swear him dow?^ to the devil ! 
mind that, boys 1 ’ 

“ At these words she foil upon the ground, and 
howled tremendously. ‘ Leave the poor soul in 
her cabin,’ said O’Mara to bis men ; ‘she can not 
do loss for the dead; and N-’.' there won’t come 
again and bother her about it.' ” 

Le Doux was saddened at the smile on the 
countenance of Lady Glengrin, who asked him 
where were his thoughts. 

“I would have reserved them entire for Mr. 
Moyle,” replied ho, “ if your ladyship had not 
been mistress of them, and given them another 
direction. Really I should like to see his town.” 

“ Town !” cried lady Glengrin with surprise. 

“ When he did us the honour to invite us, did 
ho not say Moyle’s-townl” 

“ It was always a lone house ; although once 
there was another nearer it, which he pulled 
down, because the tenant had poisoned a fox ; 
saying that he who would poison a fox would, in 
proper time and place, at last poison a Chria^n, 
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and, alter a child. To explain the subject 
of your observation; onr honaes in t&e country 
we call towns and boroughs; we have caatf8a and 
forte of one story high, comfortably thatched, but 
without wall or ditch, rail or pale, bolt or abutter, 
and with green sash-'WitidowB, in honour of the 
ahamrock, down to the ground. Our lodges and 
cottages are at the gates of Dublin, in Merion- 
aquare, or Stephen’s-green, or wings perhaps to 
the Custom-house.” 

During the remainder of their drive homeward, 
her ladyship commended the prudence of Le 
boiix, who fearing that some cruelty might be 
committed in the 9 aptain’B house, on the ilien 
arrested, and before the visiters had left it, re- { 
quested her ladyship to remember that the even- 
ings were damp and chilly, that perhaps more of 
the disaffected might be abroad, and that, in order 
to obviate any alarm to herself on the latter sub- i 
jecl, and to )nm i)riiicipally on the former, as her 
ladyship's health liad been delicate, it might be 
better to give her commands about the horses. 
She began to apologise for introducing him to 
such a creature ; adding that, as he had been 
presented at court., he was a person to be visited, 
but that still she did not like it. However, he 
Keeps the rabble in quietness,” said she ; “and we ! 
have had only one robbery in the parish, the most 
peaceful in Ireland, all the year. Unluckily it was 
my peacock. As for murders, there have only 
been seven or eight in as many months, chiefly of 
middlemen and tithemen, beside a cow, which 
indeed died rather from hocking, and from hav- 1 
ing her tongue cut out unskilfully.” 

A lew days after, Lc Doux rode into the coun- 
try, to the distance of twelve or fourteen miles. 
He found the labours of the husbandman unre- 
mitted, his food of the coarsest quality, and pro- 
portionally less plenteous than, from calculation 
of profit, we give our swine and calves. He saw 
the Catholic faith in all its purity, but without its 
festivals. On his return he mentioned this, and 
here both parties, and every individual agreed : 
namely, that the only good thing among them was 
the absence of holidays. 

“ The absence of a thing, a good thing !” said 
he, pondering. “ And this absence, among them ! 
That is more like an article of faith than an article 
of logic.” He had been accustomed to such incon- 


licmst the remaliider of the ovth does not oontaln 
the hell Thoie edn o ated In elavery are willing 
daven The Ifdioiineliaiis have expeditious, eq^ 
and inexpenstve lawi^ and, for the most part, a 
delightftd oUmaAe; tiie two greatest blessings; 
and they believe In iSstality . . no small one ! 
Pagans hear of nothing better than what they 
possess and enjoy. The Irish not only hear of it, 
but are promised it, and have earned it. Fatalism 
is the only foolish thing they do not believe in. 
And their climate is such that, rather than bear 
its inclemency, they eat and drink smoke. What 
hovels ! what food ! what beds ! what conjests of 
their children and their swine for ev€^ the«!» ! 
Shall then their innocent festivals, the best part 
of the best religions, and here so requisite as a 
solace, so acceptable ae a compensation, be forbid- 
den them I ” f 

O Catholicism ( thou art verily a syphilis among 
the moral cvil^ eating deep into the political, and 
fatal where unchecked ; but thou hast thy truckle- 
couch for thy 'sores to lie easy ^>n, and something 
under it to catch thy drivelling. God help thee if 
these are removed ! 

To dance on Sundays, to oiyoy tfec delights of 
music, the purest of delights, the gl^eate8t,»l)ho 
most humanising, are,thii^gffl.»nlawful : the catho- 
lic and protestant are covenantors "^ere. They 
may celebrate the Lofd’s day, but they must be 
as gloomy as if it w^re the devil’s. A gauger comes 
round, and measures every man’s spaile ; and we 
may expect the Society for the Suppression of 
Vice to offer a reward for a gelotometrc, which 
Johnson would have defined a diatonic inetrwimTiU 
vjherehy the cackinnaiiom of laiighier may be 
menmrated. 

In Ireland, as in England, Sunday is a festival ; 
but he who presumes to ei\joy the first course, 
must chew the last in the stocks or in the house 
of industry, or acquire an appetite for another such 
feast by the wholesome exercise of tly; tread-mill. 
If Sundays were holidays, as they should be, and 
Christmas-tlay and NeW-Year’s-day were added, 
the quantity of time devoted to idleness would be 
sufficient. At present they are days of dead lan- 
guor, and make the tired labourer wish again for 
work. To scold is not forbidden on them ; to 
sing is. He may quarrel with his neighbour ; be 
must not play with him. Shall the religion then 


sequences ; but never could he persuade himself 
that incessant labour is a blessing, or that what 
is individually bad is nationally good. “ Can there 
be prosperity where there is no happiness?” said 
he within himself: and it was the first time that 
a statesman ever bad revolved a question the most 
original and the most important. To be awake 
is well ; but to sleep is well also. To work is good ; 
but to cease from it is not less. Much is gained 
to a nation by handicraft and digging : is nothing 
gained by joy and gladness, and by rendering them 
the immovable Lares of the poor man’s hearth I 
The assertion w..s unoontradicied, that there were 
in Ireland four millions of poor or oppressed. 
“ Mercifiil heaven ! ” cried Le Doux, " four mtt- 


of no nation be free, not only from gross and in- 
coherent, but from restless and insulting absurdi- 
ties? Shall kindness be the basis of none ? loudly 
as Christianity hath proclaimed it, constantly a« 
its divine and ever-blessed Founder hath practised 
and commanded it ? Intolerant and self-sufficient 
bigots, the most impudent and crazy of mankind, 
legislate for churches and gloss for Christ. They 
do not trouble their heads in what manner the 
commutative offices of life are executed, the duties 
of every day, the interests of society in contact 
with us ; and never are quiet on those wMoh they 
cidl the everlasting, but which in fimt are no inte- 
rests at sU, being mere dependencies on belief or 
unblliel^ In matters Incapable of demenstratlon. 
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and inapplicable to practice. Much of fanaticism 
ia seen in England, some in Ireland : but fanati- 
cisih here is among the lighter curses. 

** It appears to me/’ said Le Doux, “ that in 
tlds countiy the features of evil are harsh, the 
form indefinite.” 

We must acknowledge/’ said Lady Glengrin, 

that none of our statesmen has been capable of 
improving the condition of the Irish.” 

"What!” cried Le Doux, "does the plague 
rage perennially ? Do the rains of heaven never 
fall among you 1 Have you no roads, no fivers, 
no hm^Qurs 1 Have you no herbage, no cattle, no 
ctknr 

" Of these things,” replied sh^ "we have 
plenty.” 

"Bear me witness, heaven 1” exclaimed Le 
' Doux enthusiastically. " To make men happier 
requires little wisdom, but much will. What was 
Odessa i what is it nowi Madam, I do not pre- 
tend to greate: knowledge than many possess, in 


. every king^dom ; I wished to do good, and, being 
I in authority, I did it. The Russians were not 
advanced in civilisation much farther than the 
Irish; but the gentrj' were more humane, the 
clergy more tolerant, and in consequence the serfs 
more docile.” 

* The Irish friends of Le Doux began to think 
him, some a visionary, some an incendiary: and 
he, who saw only contusion and contradiction from 
the first, discovered that the same person was the 
most polite and the rudest, the most hospitable 
and the most sordid, the most contentious and 
the besir-natured creature in the world. 

* It is time to leave thi^ carnival,” said he. 
" The mask in fashion is half-white and half- 
black : every man finds its inconvenience, yet 
every man wears it. There is only one exception, 
and, strangest of contradictions, it is a minister of 
state. Let me fiy from this scene of enchantment 
while the bristles are not yet out upon me.” 


TIBERIUS AND VIPSANIA^. 


^tiberius. Yipsania, my Vipsania, whither art 
thou walki^ ? . 

Vipsania!: Whom do I 1 my Tiberius ? 

Tiberius. Ah ! no, no, no 1 but thou seest the 
&ther of thy little Drusua Press him to thy 
heart the more closely for this meeting, and give 

him . . 

Vipsania. Tiberius ! the altars, the gods, the 
destinies, are between ug . . I will take it from 
this liand ; thus, thus shall he receive it. 

Tiberius. Raise up thy frice, my beloved ! 1 
must not shed tears. Augustus ! Livia ! ye shall 
not extort them from me. Yipsania ! I may ki8% 
thy head . . for 1 have saved it. Thou sayest 
nothing. I have wronged thee j ay 1 

Vipsania. Ambition does not see the earth she 
treads on : the rock and the herbage are of one 
substance to her. Lcf me excuse you to my 
heart, 0 Tiberius. It has many wants ; this is 
the first and greatest. 

Tiberius. My ambition, I swquir by the im- 
mortal Gods, placed not the bar of severance 

^ Vipsania, the daughter of Agrippa, was divorced from 
Tiberius by Augustus and Liviii, in order that he might 
marry Julia, and hold the empire by inheritance. He re- 
tained such an affection for her, and showed it so intensely 
when bo once met her afterward, that every preoaution 
was taken lest they should meet again. 

In a former note it has been signified that the Clandii 
were deranged in intellect. Those of them who succeeded 
to the empire were by nature no worse men than several of 
their race in ihe times of the republic. Appius Claudius, 
Appius Coecus, l^ublius, Appia, and after these the enemy 
of Cicero, exhibited as ungovwoable a temper as the 
imperial ones, some breaking forth into tyranny and lust, 
others Into contempt of, and impreoations against, their 
country. Tiberius was meditative, morose, suspioiuus. 
In the pupil of Seneca were dispositions the opposite to 
these, with some talents, and many good qualities. Tliey 
oonld not disappear on a sudden witiiout one of those 
shocks under which had be<>n engulfed ulmos^ every 
member of the family. 


I between us. A stronger band, the band that 
composes Rome and sways the world 

Vipsania. . , Overawed Tiberius. I know it ; 
Augustus willed and commanded it. 

Tiberius. And overawed Tiberius ! Power 
bent. Death terrified, a Nero I What is our race, 
that any should look down on us and spurn us ! 
Augustus, my benefactor, I have wrong^ thee ! 
Livia, my mother, this one cruel deed wafi thine ! 
To reign forsooth is a lovely thing 1 0 womanly 
appetite! Who would have been before me> 
though the palaoc of Csesar cracked and split with 
emperors, while I, sitting in idleness on a cliff of 
Rhodes, eyed the sun as he swang his golden 
censer athwart the heavens, or his image as it 
overstrode the sea.* I have H before me ; and 
though it seems falling on me, 1 can smile at it : 
just as I did from my little favourite skiff, painted 
round with the marriage of Thetis, when the 
sailors drew their long shaggy hair across their 
eyes, many a stadium away from it, to mitigate 
its effulgence. 

Tliese too were happj^ dayp dayii of happiness 
like these 1 could recall and look back upon with 
unaching brow. 

0 land of Greece ! Tiberius blesses thee, bid- 
ding thee rejoice and flourish. 

Why can not one hour, Yipsania^ beantaoiis and 
light as we have led, return t 

Vipsania. Tiberius t la it to me that yon were 
I would not hitermpt yon ; but I 

* The Coloatus was thiown down by an earthquake 
during the war between Antioohua and Ptolemy, who neuc 
the Rhodians three thousand talente for the restoration of 
it. Again in the time of Veepasian, *' Cow Veneris, itein 
Colossi refectorem oongiario magnAque mercede donavit ** 
Suetonius in Vesp. The first residence of Tiberius in 
Khoiles was wlten lie returned from bin Armenian expedi- 
tion, the last was after his divorce from Vijwnuu imd hif 
maniuge with .lulhi. 



IMAGINABY COKVBESATIOirS. 


ihonglit 1 bewrd my name, aa yon wajted away | 
and looked np toward the Baat. So siTent I 

Tiheriwt. Who dared tc call theel ’Thou wert 
mine before the God» . . do they deny iti Was 
it my fault . . 

Vipaania. Since we are separated, and for ever, 
0 Tiberius, let us think no more on the cause of 
it. Let neither of us believe that the other was to 
blame : so shall separation be less painful. 

Tiberius, 0 mother 1 and did I not tell thee 
what she was '] patient in injury, proud in inno- 
cence, serene in grief ! 

Vipsania. Did you say that too 1 but I think 
it was so : I had fcjt little. One vast wave has 
washed away the impression of smaller from my 
memory. Could Livia, could your mother, could 
she who was so kind to me •. . . 

Tiberius. The wife of Caesar did it. But hear 
me now, hear me : be calm as 1 am. No weak- 
nesses are such as those of a mother who loves 
her only son immoderately; and none are so 
easily worked upon from without. Who knows 
what impulses she received '{ She is veiy, very 
kind ; but she regards me only ; and that which 
at her bi<lding is to encompass and adorn me. 
All the weak look after power, protectress of 
weakness. Thou art a woman, 0 Vipsanial is 
there nothing in thee to excuse my mother 1 So 
good she ever was to me ! so loving ! 

Vipaania. I quite forgive her ; be tranquil, 0 
Tiberius ! 

Tiberius. Never can I know peace . . never 
can I pardon . . anyone. Threaten me with thy 
exile, thy separation, thy seclusion ! remind me 
that another climate might endanger thy health I 
. . There death met me and turned mo round. 
Threaten me to take our son <from us I our one 
boy ! our helpless little one ! him whom we made 
cry because we kissed him both together. Re- 
memberest thou ? or dost thou not hear 1 turning 
thus away from me ! 

Vipaania. I hear ; I hear. O cease, my sweet 
Tiberius ! Stamp not upon that stone : my heart 
lies under it. 

Tiberhis. Ay, there again death, and more than 
death, stood before me. O she maddened me, my 
mother (lid, she maddened me . . she threw me 
to where T am, at one breath. The Gods (^n not 
replace me where I was, nor atone to me, nor con- 
sole me, nor restore my senses. To wliom can 1 
fly { to whom can I open my heart.] to whom 
speak plainly ] * There was upon the earth a 
man I could converse with, and fear nothing ; 

a The rugret of Tiberius at the death of Agrippa may be 
imaigiued to arise from a cause of whicii at this moment 
he WBi unconscious. If Agrippa had lived, Julia, who was 


Skm waB a womau too I could loro, and fear 
nothing. What a soldier, what a Bomaib w 
thy lather, 0 my young bride ! How could those 
who never saw him have discoursed so rightly 
upon virtue ! 

Vipaania. These words cool my breast like 
pressing his urn against it. He was brave : shall 
Tiberius want courage ? 

Tiberius. My enemies scorn me. 1 am a gar- 
land dropt from a triumphal car, and taken up 
and looked on for the place I occupied : and 
tossed away and laughed at. Senators ! laugh, 
laugh ! Your merits may be yet rewarjgdr, . . 
be of good cheer ! Counsel me, in your wisdom, 
what services 1 can render you, conscript lathers ! 

Vipaania. This seems mockery: Tiberius did 
not smUc so, once. 

Tiberi'us. They had not then congratulated me.* 

Vipsamia. On what ] 

Tiberiua. And it was not because she was beau- 
tiful, as they thought her, and virtuous, as I kuow 
she is, but because the flowers the altar were to 
be tied together by m-y heart-string. On this they 
congratulated me. Their day will come. Their 
sons and daughters are what 1 
be : worthy to succeed them. • * 

Vi 2 )smiia. Where delude, that resig- 

nation, that sanctity, that heart of iTj-ii?’ tenderness] 

TiJberim. Where isSny love ? my love ] 

Vipaania. Cry not thus aloud, Tiberius! there 
is an echo in the place. Soldiers aud slaves may 
burst in upon us. 

Tiberius. And see my teal's '! There is no echo, 
Vipsania! why alarm aqd shake mo so] Wo are 
too high hero for the echoes : the city is below 
us Methinks it trembles and totters : would it 
did I from the marble quays of the Tiber to this 
rock. There is a strange buz and murmur in my 
brain ; but. I should listen so intensely, I should 
hear the rattle of its roofs, and shout with joy. 

Vij)sania. Calm, 0 my life I calm this horrible 
transport. 

liberiua. Spake 1 so loud Did I indeed then 
send my voice after a lost sound, to bring it back ; 
and thou faiiciedest it an echo ] Wilt not thou 
laugh with me, as thou wert wont to do, at such 
an error 1 What was I saying to thee, my tender 
love, when I commanded ... I know not whom . . . 
to stand back, on pain of death] Why starest 
thou on me in such agony] Have I hurt thy 
fingers, child ] I loose them : now let me look ! 
Thou turnest thine eyes away from me. Oh ! 
oh ! 1 hear my crime ! Immortal gods 1 I cursed 
then audibly, and before the sun, my mother ! 

liiw wife, eould not have been Tiberiu8*8, nor would be and 
Vipaania have been separated. 
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WoVgcmg. Old thou knowest, I doubt not, 
irhj thou art brought before me. 

Henry, For having been the preserver of 
Arnold. 

Wdtfgwng, For harbouring and concealing an 
outlaw. 

Henry, We all are outlaws. 

Wojfgamg, What ! and confess it ! * 

Hemy. Where there is law for none, what else 
odh we be? 

WcHfgcmg, In consideration of thy age and here- 
tofore good repute, our emperor in his clemency 
would remit the sentence passed on thy offence, 
taking only thy plough and oxen in punishment 
of disobedience. 

Henry, Ploughs and oxen are not instruments 
and fiirtherers of disobedience. Why were they 
taken from me Fefore? Had they never been 
seized by his Apostolic Majesty, and had not the 
great man Gessler told me that I, a hoary traitor, 

, shQulA«t^#«^nid*ln place of them, my valiant son 
had never cursed him and his master. 

Wolfa(m(^ 1 tufWYtf!':3««ith horror . . Curse the 
right-hand of ffie Almight;^ ! 

Henry, We were told tha|^Man was his image, 
lung before we over heard that a dry marten-skin 
un the shoulder, and a score of cut pebbles on the 
head, made any creature his right-hand. This 
right-hand does little else than, like children, strip 
the image, or just as they do, break the head of ' 
one against the head of another. 

Wolfgamy. What particular hardahip couldst 
thou complain of? 

Henry, Only that whenever there was a tin* 
day, my oxen were taken for the emperor’s use, 
and that my boy was forced to guide &em. 

Wolfgang, You had many days left 

Henry. Ay verily ; winter, from the first of 
November to the first of April. While the snow 
was from five to three feet deep, I might plough, 
sow, and harrow. A green tuif was an imperial 
rescript, and I never saw one in the morning but 
1 met a soldier at my gate ere noon, and my two 
poor beasts were unhoused. 

Wolfgang. Factious man ! the mildest govern- 
ments in the world have always exacted this trifie 
in payment for their protection. Where there is 
little coin, there must be labour or its produce ; 
and how much better is it to give the half, or 
rather tnore, to a lawful master, than the whole to 
robbers? But indeed this half is not given : all 
in light is Csssar’s. Thy Bible says, "Give unto 

* Landenberg, who governed the country for Albert of 
Attetrla. sent to drive away a yoke of oxen from Henry of i 
.Melctal. Hie son Arnold, complaining of the violence, waa 
told that peoianti might draw the phmgh themeelvee if 
t/iipwmUd bread, Arnold struck him with bis staff, 
Imroke two fingers, and fled to a friend at UrI. On this the 
lather in his extreme old age saw his oattle driven from 
hie fiurm his goods oonflsoated, his house seined*. . and 
notUng elM : for his eyes were burnt out. 


Caesar that which is Caesar’s, and unto Cod that 
which is God’s.” It does not say, " Keep any- 
thing,” which it would do, if anything remaiuod. 
Dost whistle, rogue ? 

Henry. I cry you mercy. Sir Wolfgang. About 
jke Scripture I dare argue nothing ; but about 
the thieves . . what thieves have we here ? Who is 
disposed to take away kid or pullet from us? can 
not we, who are in our own houses, defend them 
as well as those who arc son^e hundred miles off? 
and, when we can not, is not our neighbour as ready 
to help us as they are? Yet our neighbour would 
blush to ask a spoonful of salt for doing it. 

Wolfgany. Malcontent I what wouldst thou say 
if thy master should forbid thee to turn thy barley 
into malt, or to plant tliy garden, or any plot of 
it, with hops ? 

Henry, 1 dare not imagine this wrong. To 
order me how to crop my garden or how to mix 
my tankard ! To forbid the earth to give its in- 
crease in due season is the hea>'iost and the rarest 
cilrse of God. Never, I trust, will our nation be 
so heartless as to endure a like interdict from 
the wrath of man. 

Wdfgang, There is m> danger : nevertheless 
why not profit by example, and avoid thcchaucefl 
of mischief? The tortoise, well protected as it is, 
draws in its head at the touch of a (diild. 

Henry. I will do the same •w hen I am a tortoise. 
But we Switzers have our rights and privileges : 
we may kill even a hare if wo find him in our 
com, provided the land be our freeliold. Wliat 
nation in Christ^dom can say the same, beyond 
these mountains? We alone are raised to an 
equality with the beasts and birds ; we alone can 
leave our country : we alone pine and perish if 
we are long absent from it. 

Wolfgang. Is that a privilege ? 

Henry. No, my lord judge ; it may be a w ant, 
a weakness ; but those who a; e ^ubjoei it are 
exempt from many others. Of wl.al are they ’not 
capable in defence of their country, to wdiom she 
is so dear I W e see our parents ;ind cliildreu 
carried to the grave ; we sight of them, and 
bear it manfully. On losing sight of our country 
our hearts melt away. 

Wolfgang. Brave n.en bear it. 1 lefl my couniry 
to perform my duties in this ; and ^vhat country 
is pleasanter than Austria, or more productive of 
cattle and game, of river-fish and capons ? 

Henry. All men have a l)irth-pla«‘e, Sir Wolf- 
gang, but all men have not a country. X;:y, there 
are some who have it not, and who possess almost 
half a province, with tolls, and mills, ami chases, 
and courts, and prisons, and whatever else can 
make the great contented. 

Wofgang. I should be censurable if 1 listened 
longer to such idle and wild discourse. The people 
of Burgundy are subject to more hardships than 
thou art, so are those of Swabia and of France. B 
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obedient and grateful, seeing that others fere 
^orae. 

Jleyij't/. If my ear is frost-bitten, your worship’s 
toe may he frost-bitten otf and never cure me. 

Wo^gang. Be comforted and satisfied. The 
outlawry of thy son Arnold is reversed, on pay- 
ment of a slender fine for the proclamation of it, 
and of uiiother for its annulment, not much 
heavier, ^^'e have fresh accusations against him, 
which our clemency will not bring forward nnleiB 
he trespass in future. 

Henry. Of what offence is the boy accused f 

Wolfgang. Of Ibc seditious song he was heaxd 
to sing last winter, ^hich he is known to have 
composed. Wc have three witnesses, who will 
declare upon their consciences that they believe 
by eagle he means the emperor our lord ; by hooh 
nosed wolf, the arch-chancellor ; by dozing hear, 
the metropolitan. I say nothing of the squirrel, 
and the uncurling of her tail : no action might 
lie : but court ladies, wnen they relax a little of 
their coldness and severity, are still to be treated 
with deference and respect. 

Henry. Upon my faith, Sir Wolfgang, I know 
noihing of the matter : if ever I heard the verses 
I have clean forgotten them. 

Wolfgang. Atiastasius Griffenhoofl read alond 
those seditious rhymes marked Z. 

Storm Morgarten’s larch plumed criHit, 

Search the sun-eyed eagle's nest, 

Tear from hook-nosed w«)lf hie prey, 

Drug the dozing bear to day, 

O'er the forest shout the deer . . 

Dogs and men have voices iiere. 

Freodoin liero ehnil make his stand. 

Happy, happy, Switzerland i 

You whose pliant lege with Ibm 
(H asp and win the tallest trees, 

Swann the flat-head tawny pine. 

Bring, a gift to Adeline, 

Squirrel roll’d into a ball, 

Squirrel, young, nest, nuts, and all. 

Wliilo her balmy breath she blow* 

In the grandam’s icy nose, 

Bee the tail, it quits the ohin, 

Feel tile heart, it thaws within. 

Show her wliat her touch can do * . 

Ask but half as much for you. 

Fishers ! leave the spangled trout. 

And tile pike with pitcher snout, 

Wliibker'd carp aud grcen-coat tendi • . 

Who for Miese his shoes would drench f 
Fo. the (liter they were meant, 

Or Hiiints of lanky Lent 
Stars are .swinging In the lake, 

^Come. our heartier fare partake. 

Home again ! the oliimney's blaae 
jMelts uur toils and crowns our dayi. 
fial of Mclctal has in store 
Seventy full kegs and more. 

He who grudges one of these 
Is less liberal than his bees, 

Or his flowers and flowering treeu 
Hal could live without old wine, 

But without old friends would pine, 

Where old wine is, there the cellar 
Of that safe and sound indweller 
May be very good, whioh he 
Who conflnes it can not be. 


Give me rather men of proof 
(What say you ?) than wall and roof ( 

Rather than a talc-paved floor. 

Pine dust bin and iron door. 

I have always seen that liquor 
Runs, like us, in youth the quiokar, 

And that rarely older Juice 
Sparkles forth from hand profuse. 

Here for absent friends is plenty . . 

Toast them all . ■ and then some 
Pretty girls . . your Hal, ’tis said : 

Father, do not shake tby bead. 

Though of thirty I had heard, 
would never say a word. 

Pour the mead for those who stay. 

Wormwood for who slink away. 

What! my friends ! ye drink no moreT 
Then the day indeed is o'er I 
Whiter than a marriage shift 
See the window ! still they drift 
By the thousand flake on flake . . 

Each hie road might well mistake 
And the aoberest foot muat trip, 

For the trioks of snow are deep. 

Brimn shall pitch upon his skull, 

Glcndorp Moop his ^dlc-full^ 

Pliffer, Borgardt, Sprengel, Grim, 

Lose a cap or break a limb, 

And the northern maidens sm i^thy 
In their feathers one or other. *“****Wiia 
Things yc never meet by day, 

Things at night 

Some In linen, some In fur, «..?-♦'/• 

Some that moan ai..l some that purr, 

Wander almost c very where. 

But have never eutor’d here. 

They are out upon the* snow, • 

Scattering it with naked toe ; 

Ye shall hear them through the wild 
Cry like hungry kid or child. 

These are they, the wiser think, 
i Who spite most the sons of drink, 

And who leave them on the waste 
With their faces pale as paste. 

Thessinger, sit still . . be bolder . . 

Squint not over that left shoulder ; 

1 could tell of many fiercer, 

But, 1 warrant, none are here, sir. 

Some that neigh, aud bray, and rattle 
Like the horns of fighting cattle, 

(Ir like (over stones) the log 
Of the truant shepherd-dog. 

Some, but most in summer these, 

Shaking under shaking trees, 

(My li cart, too is now afraid) 

^ One-half priest, and one-half maid ! 

bleep before the heartli to-night. 

Still the stouter sticks are brigtit, 

And the stump will bum till light. 

I Back, my hounds . • give us our turn 

I Shake, lads, shake the matted fem. 

I If the curs have left unsweet 

j (As may hap) your russet sheet, 

I Strew a little tansey on it, 

I Or but tuok it in the bonnet, 

Hanging Just below your nose . . 

So, gay dreams and sound repose I 

Wolfgang, Call Abraham Koniff and Bahobosin 
SKffck. 

Usher. Behold them, sir ! 

Wofgang, Abraham Konig, you shall well aud 
truly . . you know the rest. What is your be- 
lief oibthe words “ Hanging just below the nose,** 
applied io rue ? 
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Konig, It appears to me . . 

Wolfgaiig. In other words, you are hrmly per- 
vnaded. 

Konig, Yes, as your Honour commanded me, I 
am firmly persucded that rue means bitterness 
and reviling and threat; for we say, as your 
Honour said, you shall rue such and such a thing: 
And then, as your Honour remarked, jtist below 
the nose is the mouth, so that this reviling and bit- 
terness and threat must hang about their mouths. 

Wolfgang. Eehoboam Storck ! are you likewise 
firmly persuaded of the same 1 

Stii'ck. I am. 

• Wolfgang. And what do you believe is meant , 
by the dogs being kicked up from the hearth, as 
having an ill scent 1 

Storch. 1 do firmly believe that the meaning is, 
what your Honour ordered me to consider and 
deliver, namely, saving your Honour’s presence, 
that the hi^hnr magistrates were meant thereby, 
who have indebd an ill savour in the country, and 
who were to be ^aitorously and 'violently dispos- 
sessed of their warm places, and that they were to 
rue thefr misdeeds. 

H6^®i^^'»^'^What misdeeds, carrion I Proceed; 
wtat dost understand by the bitter herb being 
tucked j uBt.un <k»*»V»p.ose 1 
mayhan. 

Wolfgang. How, idiot i „ 

Storck. Your Honour has confounded me. 

Wolfgang. The devil confound thee I 

Stor^. Verily I think he hath done so. 

Wolfgang. What is under the nose 9 

Storch. The neck. • 

Wolfgang, Thou dolt ! 

Storck. The teeth, in young folks. 

Wolfgang. I could flay thee alive. But one 
witness who swoareth stoutly to the citation«of 
well and truly , is enough : I called another for 
form’s sake. 

Usher. Sir . . in your Honour’s ear, if so it 
please you. If you the verse again, you will 
find the word not to oe rue, but tansey. 

Wolfgang. Hush, idler ! Judges are no botanists 
• . look again. 

UsJwT. Of a truth, the writte]^ word is tansey. 

Wolfgang. The erased word, I uphold it, was 
me. l^hoboam Storck ! did not this same libellous 
and most seditious man, Arnold, son of Henry of 
Melctal, call thee a folon? not having proven 
thee such. 

Storck. He did. 

Wolfgang. On what piea or count 1 Why dost 
thou not speak 1 

Storck. I went out at dusk, may it please your 
Honour, to cut the roots of sundry young trees, 
belonging to the said Arnold . . as he said. 

Wolfgang. Was it .so dark that nobody could 
•ee thee) 

Storck. 1 wish it had been. 

‘ Wolfgang. Simpleton ! it would then have been 
folony. Hearing these loose linei^ can anyone 
doubt their aim and intent 9 But let tl^m pass. 
1 am aathorised, as I tnld you before, to reverse 


thy son's outlawry and to commute thy own sen- 
tence : at the same time I am also commanded to 
denounce unto thee, that, if ever thou seest thy 
son again, thou be deprived of eye-sight. 

Hvnry. I am deprived of eye-sight if I do not 
see him. Of sun and snows we have seen enough 
at seventy. Ho ! Arnold ! Arnold I help ! 

Arnold. Father! who hurts thee 9 who threatens 
thee 1 Ofl‘ gentlemen 1 Off, strangers ! Off, 
soldiers ! Slaves, miscreants, Austrians, stand off'. 

Wolfgang. Murder in my presence ! 

Henry. They bleed all five under thy yew-stick 
. . one is dying . . I was faint : 1 am not so 
ifow : fly, in the name of God I Again, I pray 
thee, Arnold, if thou lovest fliy father, go ! begone ; 
I command thee. 

ArnM. 0 God I I heard thy name and was 
disobedient : my father has commanded and I 
obey . . forgive me, 0 my God I * 

Wolfgang. Seize him, the traitor. Dastards . . 
but perhaps it may be better to catch him any- 
where else. Who would have thought it ! fair as 
morning, ardent as noon, and terrible as mid- 
night on the shoals. Thou at least canst not run 
80 fast 

Henry. I hope I can not. 

Wolfgang. Anastasius ! call the priest Reginald 
Grot to strengthen him with admonition, and 
Sigismund Lockhart the greffier to translate the 
sentence into the vulgar tongue ; and to read it 
before the people, in the name of his Apostolic 
Miyesty the Emperor and King, Albert, by the 
grace of God, et cetera ; and in the public square 
to provide that the sentence be well and duly 
executed, forthwith. 

H nry. Send also for the great man Gessler : 
tell him to cdUie and see a sight: he has not 
many more such to see. Welcome good Reginald ! 
welcome too, my worthy master Lockhart 1 Come, 
thy band sits well enough, let it rest ; begin. 

Lockhart. The instrument must be translated ; 
a good hour’s labour yet, to the aolest clerk. 

Henry, lleginiild I thou pre«seRt my hand, and 
sayest nothing. Dost thou turn thj hack upon 
me 9 is this thy comfort 9 

Jteginald. There is a Comforter who has given 
thee strength, and t^iken mine firom me : keep it, 
good old man : do my hurt thee 9 

Henry. They do indeed : go home *. blessed 
Boul I I never knew thy temper until now. Many 
have turned away from me before, but none to 
bide their compassion at my sufferings. What a 
draught of sight have I taken with my lord judge 
WolijB^ang I It lasts me yet, and will last me for life. 

0 my young eagle, my own Arnold I I shall never 
see thee more upon the rocks of Uri : never shall 

1 tremble at thy hardihood, nor press thee to my 
bosom for reproaching thee too much about it. 
But I shall hear thy carols in the woods of Under* 
wald. Let them be blithe as usual ; let them be 
blither still, for I ahall more want pastime, and 
shall listen for sweet sounds all day long. Do not 
ask me again, as in the Lay cf the Leap, whether 
thou hast given me the heartache. I was always 
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ju thy songB before they ended, cren vheire eprin^ broken. Is thia the plnM ? Mow owij, boOn ! lAo 
and Bummer, even where youth end ftii* iniiiden% weeUier is misty i It will not l^ht : this iffow* 
were discoursed of. Prythoe do not go on SO. . head is too blunt : have you nothing better! mf 
Above all, T charge thee, Arnold, never " 0 |^old eyes are sunken and tough. Aj, that see m 
tny poor father ! art thou blind for me I** I was sharper : put it just under llie piece of mouatitn^ 
fancying my Arnold at my side. Foedish <dd man^ ash : it will soon redden there. WMl dons;^ boy^ 
witii my eyes yet open and their two balls un* that is right. 


BOSSUET AND THE DUCHESS DE FONTANGES* 


Bosmet Mademoiselle, it is the king’s desire 
that I compliment you on the elevation you have 
aitaiiied. 

Fimtanges. 0 mon'seigneur, 1 know very well 
vhat yon mean. His Majesty is kind and polite 
to everybody. The last thing he said to me was, 
“Angolique! do not forget to compliment Mon- 
seigne.ir the bishop on the dignity I have confer- 
red upon him, of almoner to the dauphiness. I 
desired the appointment for him, only that he 
might be of rank sufficient to confess you, now 
you are duchess. Let him be your confessor, my 
little girl. He has fine manners.” ^ 

Bomiet. rdaro not presume to ask you, made- 
moiselle, what was your gracious reply to the 
"ondescension of our royal master. 

Fontanges, 0 yes you may. I told him I was 
Almost sure I should be ashamed of confessing 
such naughty things to a. person of high rank, 
who writes like an angel. 

BofiArrt. The observation was inspired, made- 
moiselle, by your goodness and modesty. 

Fonfrwgejt. You are so agreeable a man, mon- 
.“•-cignour, t will confess to you directly, if you like. 

Bimtfd: Have you brought yourself to a proper 
frame of mind, young lady 1 *> 

Fonkimuj^. What if that 1 

Bcmm't. Do you hate sin ? 

Fontanges. Very much. 

Bomnet. Are you resolved to leave it offi 

Fontunges. I have left it off entirely since the 
king began to love me. I have never said a 
spiteful word of anybody since. 

Boffsmt. In your opinion, mademoiselle, are 
there no other sins than malice 'I 

Fonfunges. I never stole anything ; I never 
committed adultery : I never coveted my neigh- 
bour’s wife : I never killed any person : though 
several have told me they should die for me. 

Boasvet. Vain, idle talk I did you listen to it? 

F<yntanges. Indeed I did, with both ears; it 
seemed so hmny. 

Baamd. You have something to answer for 
then. 

Femtidnges, No, indeed I have not, monsei- 
giieur. I have asked many times after them, and 
found they wore all alive : which mortified me. 

Boamet. So then ! you would really have them 
die for you ? 

Fontavge^. 0 no, no . . but I wanted to see 
whether they were in earnest or told me fibs : for 

* The Abbd do Choioy says that she wm ** belle eomme un 

mnfiet male eotte eemme un panier" 


if they told me fibs 1 would never trust thm 
again. I do not care about them; for th^iiig 
told me I was only to mind hnn, < 

Bomiet. Lowest and highest, we all owe to hii 
Majesty our duty and submission. 

Fontangea. I am sure he has mine : so you need 
not blame me or question me on that. At first, 
indeed, when he entered the folding-doors, 1 was 
in such a flurry I could hear my heart beat across 
the chamber : by degrees I cared little about the 
matter : and at last, when I g; ew used to it, I 
liked it rather than not. ]N ow, if this is not con- 
fession, what is ? 

Bowmi. We must abstract fcynTj mrj 

low mundane thought. Do you hate tl'.e wdAd, 
mademoiselle 1 , .. — ^ - 

Fontangea, A good deal of it : Su‘’i icardy for 
example, and all Solo^nc : nothing is uglier . . 
and, oh my life ! what frightful men and women! 

Bossuet I would say, in plain language, do you 
hate the flesh and the devil 1 
Fontangea, Who does not hate the devil ! If 
you will hold my hand tbp while, I will tell him 
so . . I hate you, beast ! There now. As for 
flesh, I never could hear a fat man. Such people 
can neither dance nor hunt, nor do anything that 
Lknow of. 

Boaauet. Mademoiselle Marie-Angelique de 
Scoraille de Bousille, duchesse de Fontanges ! do 
you hate titles and dignities and yourself 1 
Foniangea. Myself! does any one hate me^ 
why should I be the firsts Hatred is the worst 
thing in the world : it makes one so very ugly. 

Boaauet. To love God, we must hate ourselves. 
We must detest our bodies if we would save our 
souls. 

Fontangea. That is hard : how can J do itl I 
see nothing so detestable in mine ; do you ^ To 
love is easier. I love Go^d whenever I think of 
him, he has been so veiy good to me : but I can 
not hate myself, if I would. As God hath not 
hated me, why should I ? Beside, it was be who 
made the king to love me ; for I heard you say in 
a sermon that the hearts of kings are in his rule 
and governance. As for titles and dignities, 1 do 
not care much about them while Ms^'estyioves 
me, and calls me his Angelique. They make 
people more civil about us ; and therefore it mnst 
be a simpleton who hates or disregards them, 
and a hypocrite who pretends it. I am glad 
be a duchess. Manon and Iiisette have never 
tied mjr garter so as to hurt me since, nor has 
the mischievous old LaGrange said anything ctons 
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or bold : on the contrary, she told me what a fine 
colour and what a plumpness it gave me. Would 
nolyou be rather a duchess than a waiting-maid 
or a nun, if the king gave you your choice 1 

Bowniet. Pardon lae, mademoiselle, 1 am con- 
founded at the levity of your question. 

Fontanges. I am in eamtist, as you see. 

Boamd. Flattery will come before yoji in other 
and more dangerous forms : you will be com- 
mended for excellencies which do not belong to 
you ; and this you will find aa injurious to your 
repose as to your virtue. An ingenuous mind 
feels«haib unmerited praise the bitterest reproof. 
I^you reject it you are unhappy, if you accept it 
you are undone. The compliments of a king are 
of themselves sufficient to pervert your intellect. 

Fontanges. There you are mistaken twice over. 
Tt is not niy person that pleases him so greatly ; I 
it is my spirit, my wit, my talents, my genius, | 
and that very thing which you have mentioned ! 
. . . what was it 1 my intellect. He never com - 1 
plimented me the /east upon my beauty. Others ! 
have said^ that 1 am the most beautiful young ; 
creature under heaven j a blossom of Paradise, a 
^ ; worth (let me whisper it in 

your ear .. do 1 lean too hardl) a thousand 
Montespans^,,JBu 1 fhi‘,'> 14 -»Jty never said more on 
the occasion tSan that I^was imparagoruible ! 
(what is tlw.t ‘1) and that he e^^ored me ; holding 
my hand and sitting quite still, wlien he might 
have romped •with me and kissed me. 

Bossuet I would aspire to the glory of con- 
verting you. 

Fontanges. You may do anything with me but j 
convert me : you must not do that : I am a : 
Catholic born. >1. de Turenne and Mademoiselle i 
de Duras were heretics : you did right there. The ! 
king told the chancellor that he prepared them,^ 
that the business was alrranged for you, and that j 
you had nothing to do but to get ready the argu- 1 
ments and responses, which you did gallantly, I 
did not you 1 And ye^ Mademoiselle do Duras 
was very awkward for a long while afterward in 
crossing herself, and was once remarked to beat 
her breast in the litany with the points of two 
fingers at a time, when everyone i* taught to use 
only the second, whctlier it has a ring upon it 
or not. I am sorry she did so ; for people 
might think her insincere in her conversion, 
and pretend that she kept a finger for each 
religion. 

Bossw't. It would be as uncharitable to doubt 
the conviction of Mademoiselle de Duras as that 
of M. le Marechal. 

Fontanges. I have heard some fine versos, I can 
assure you, monseigneur, in which you are called 
the conqueror of Turenne. I should like to have 
been his conqueror myself, he was so great a man. 

I understand that you have lately done a much 
more difficult thing. 

Bossmt. To what do you refer, mademoiselle % 

FonJUmges. That yon have overcome quietism. 
Kow, in the name of wonder, how could you 
manage that 1 


Bossuet. By the grace of God. 

FonUmgh, Yes indeed ; but never until now 
did God give any preacher so much of his grace 
as to subdue this pest 

Bossuet. It has appeared among us but lately. 

Fontanges. 0 dear mel I have always been 
subject to it dreadfully, from a child. 

Bossuet. Keally ! 1 never heard so. 

Fontanges. I checked myself as well as I could, 
although they constantly told me 1 looked well 
in it 

Bossuet. In what, mademoiselle ? 

Fontanges. In quietism; that is, when I fell 
asleep at sermon-time. I an; ashamed that such 
a learned and pious man as M. de Feuelon should 
incline to it, * as they say he does. 

Bossuet. Mademoiselle, you quite mistake the 
matter. 

FonJUmges. Is not then M. de Fenelon thought 
a very pious and learned person 1 

Bossuet. And justly. 

Fontanges. I have read a great way in a romance 
he has begun, about a knight-errant in search of 
a father. The king says there are many such 
about his court ; but I never saw them, nor heard 
of them before. The marchioness de la Mottc, 

I his relative, brought it to me, written out in a 
charming hand, as much as the copy-book woul» 
i hold, and I got through 1 know not how far. 1. 
he had gone on with the nymphs in the grotto 1 
never should have been tired of him ; but he quite 
forgot his own story, and left them at once ; in a 
hurry (I suppose) to set out upon his mission to 
Saintonge in the pays d'A unis, where the king 
has promised him a famous heretic-hunt. He is, 
I do assure you, a wonderful creature ; he under- 
stands BO much l*atin and Greek, and knows all 
the tricks of the sorceresses. Yet you keep him 
under. 

Bossuet. Mademoiselle, if yon really have any- 
thing to confess, and if you desire that I should 
have the honour of absolving you, it would be 
better to proceed in it, than to Oi-pv^ss me with 
unmerited eulogies on my humble laboura. 

FonUvngea. You must first direci me, monsei- 
gneur: I have nothing pai'ticular. The king assures 
me there is no harm whatever in his love toward 
me. 

Bossuet. That depends on your thoughts at the 
moment. If you abstract the mind from the body, 
and turn your heart toward heaven . . . 

Fontanges. 0 monseigneur, I always did so . . 
every time but ouce . . you quite make me blush. 
Let us converse about something else, or I shall 
grow too serious, just as you made me the other 
day at the funeral sermon. And now let me tell 
you, my lord, you compose such pretty fimeral- 

* The opinions of Molinos on mysticiism and quietiam 
had begun to spread abroad: but Fenelon, who bad 
acquired already a very high celebrity for eloquence, hud 
not yet written on the subject. We nuiy well suppose 
that Bossuet was among the earliest aawiilunts ol a 
B^’Stem which he afterward attacked so vemunsMkf. 
The stormier superstition swept away the mors vapory. 
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aermons, I hope I shall have the pleasure of hear- 
ing you preach mine. 

Boasuet, Rather let us hope, mademoiselle, that 
the hour is yet far distant when so melancholy a 
Borvioe will be performed for you. May he who 
Is unborn be the sad announcer of your departure 
hence ! * May he indicate to those around him 
many virtues not perhaps yet full-blown in you, 
and point triumphantly to many faults and foibles 
checked by you in their early growth, and lying 
dead on the open road you shall have left l>ehind 
you ! To me the painful duty will, I trust, be 
spared : I am advanced in age : you are a child. 

Fontwnges. 0 no, I am seventeen. 

Bomiet. I should^ have supposed you younger 
by two years at least. But do you collect nothing 
from your own reflection, which raises so many in 
my breast ? You think it possible that I, aged 
as I am, may preach a sermon on your funeral. 
Alas, it is so ! such things have been 1 There is, 
however, no funeral so sad to follow as the funer^ 
of our own youth, which we have been pampering 
with fond desires, ambitious hopes, and all the 
bright berries that hang in poisonous clusters over 
the path of life. 

FoTvtangea. I never minded them ; I like peaches 
better ; and one a day is quite enough fbr me. 

BoasuH. We say that our days are few; and, 
saying it, we say too much. Marie-AngeHique, 
we have but one : the past are not ours, and who 
can promise us the future 1 This in which we 
live is ours only while we live in it ; the next 
moment may strike it oflf' from us ; the next sen- 
tence I would utter may be broken and fall be- 
tween us.t The beauty that has made a thousand 
hearts to beat at oue instant, at the succeeding 
has been without pulse and colour, without 
admirer, friend, companion, follower. She by 
whose eyes the march of victory shall have been 
directed, whose name shall have animated armies 
at tlic extremities of the earth, drops into one of 
its crevices and mingles with its dust. Duchess 
de Fontauges ! think on this ! Lady I so live as 
to think on it undisturbed ! 

F(ynUmges, 0 God ! I am quite alarmed. Do 


not talk thus gravely. It is in vain that you 
speak to me in so sweet a voice. I am frightened 
even at the rattle of the beads about my neck : 
take them off, and let us talk on other things. 
What was it that dropped on the floor as you 
were speaking? It seemed to shake the room, 
though it sounded like,a pin or button. 

BoaaueU Never miq4 it : leave it there : I pray 
you, I impiore you, madame ! 

FonUmgea» Why do you rise ? why do you run ? 
why not let me / I am nimbler. So, your ring 
fell firom your hand, my lord bishop I How quick 
you are f Could not you have trusted me t o p ick 
it up? ^ , 

BoaamL Madame is too condescending; had 
this happened, I should have been overwhelmed 
with confosion. My hand is shrivelled ; the ring 
has ceased to fit it. A mere accident may draw 
us into perdition : a mere accident may bestow 
on us the means of grace. A pebble has moved 
you more than my words. 

Fontangea, It pleases me <^tly : I admire 
rabies : I will ask the king for one exactly like 
it. This is the time he usually comcc from the 
chase. I am sorry you can not ^e i>resent to hear 
how prettily I shall ask him : but OTfl llf'lji^os- « 
Bible, you know : for I sha ll it just when I am 
certain he would give” rne "any He said so 
himself: he said but yesterday 

" Such a sweet e-reisiure is worth a world . 
and no actor on the stage was ever more like a 
king than his Majesty was when he spoke it, if he 
had but kept his wig and robe on. And yet you 
know he is rather stiff and wrinkled for so great 
a monarch ; and his eydl), I am afraid, are begin- 
ning to fiul him; he looks so close at things. 

Boaanet* Mademoiselle, such is the duty of a 
j>rince who desires to conciliate our regard and 
love. 

F^ynUmgea, Well, I think so too ; though I did 
not like it in him at first. I am sure he will 
order the ring for me, and I will confess to you 
with it upon my finger. But first I must be cau- 
tious and particular to know of him how much it 
is his royal will that I should say. 
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Oyrua, Xenophon, I have longed for an oppor- 
tunity of conversing with thee alone, on matters 
in which thou excitest my admiration. Aocord- 

* Bossuct was in hia Mth year : Mademoiselle de Fon- 
tanges died in childbed the year following; he survived 
her twenty-three. 

t Though Bossuet was capable of uttering and even of 
feeling euoh a sentiment, his conduct toward F^nelon, the 
fairest apparition that Christianity ever presented, was 
ungenerous and unjust. 

While the diocese of Gambray was ravaged by Louis, it 
was spared by Marlborough ; who said to the archbishop 
that if he was sorry he had not taken Gambray, it was 
chiefly because he tost for a time the pleasure of visitmg so 
great a man. Peterborough, the next of our generals in 
naid his respects to him some years afterward. 


ing to report thou wert the disciple of Socrates 
the mage, whom the AtheniauB condemned to 
drink hemlock, because he had a genius of his own. 

Xenophon, It is true, 0 Cyrus 1 I was. 

Cyrua. Verily, 0 wonderful man, thon must be 
the best fririer and hunter in Greece ; and, think- 
ing on thee, I have oftentimes wished in my heart 
that so deserving a country as thy Attica, which 
is not destitute of wolves polecat^ and foxes, had, 
for every one of them, a leopard, a lion, and a 
tiger. 

Xemplityn, 0 son of Darius, king of kings ! 
the gods do not bestow all their gife upon one 
country; or, having bestowed them, itseemeth 
good«unto their divine majesties that mortals 
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should counteract their beneficence. We no longer 
hare those valiant creatures among us ; to which 
privation I attribute it chiefly that we possess 
more eloquence indeed and learning than those 
who have thCm^ bat less bodily activity and 
strength. 

Cyma, There are other and better reasons, 0 
Xenophon, for these things. You are uibelievors 
in the true religion, and have sunk through your 
idleness on the bosom of false gods : you clasp 
graven images, falling at the feet of such as have 
any. * 

Xe^phon. 0 Cyrus, I have observed that the 
authors" of good make men very bad as often as 
they talk much about them ; whether it bo to 
punish us for our presumption, or merely to laugh 
at us, I do not know ; nor have I ever heard my 
ihaster Socrates discourse upon the question. 
Certain it appears to me from whatever I have 
read, that the powerful and the wise lose both 
their power and their wisdom the jnoment they 
enter into this dim^nd sacred inclosure ; just as, 
on entering the apartment of the women in your 
country, you lay aside both slipper and turban, 
find CQjw. the heffd with only the extremity of 
the robe. 

Cynis. Wc Trill^ij’^to koap ourselves no less 
cool and orderly on our argument, if thou wilt 
come into it with me. And )ipw inform me, O 
most excellent, on what difference in religion or 
government ybu Greeks denominate all other 
nations, and among the rest oven us, barbarians 1 

Xenophon. If, 0 Cyrus, I may (as I believe I 
may) rely on thy wisdom, 4.hy modesty and mode- 
ration, I will answer the question to the best of 
my abilities. 

Cyrus. I, who aspire to the throne of my an- 
cestors, can not be angry at the voice of truth, nor 
ofiTended that a guest should execute my wishes. 

Xemphon. Courtesy and gentleness distinguish 
the Persians from other morials. They are less 
subject to cruelty t.hau ^ny race among men, 
unless sceptres lie across their path. Now, Cyrus, 
those things must surely be the worst of things 
which render the most humane of men the most 
Inhumane. I deviate a little way frem the main 
question, like my teacher, for the purpose of 
asking a preparatory one, which may lead me 
back again, and enable me to conduct thee 
smoothly and pleasantly. Pray inform me, 0 
Cyrus^ since I am about to be a leader in thy 
army, what are thy orders if I should happen 
to intercept the concubines of any hostile 
satrap? 

Q^rus. 0 Xenophon, keep thy hands, thy eyes, 
thy desires, away from them, as becomes thy 
gravity of wisdom and purity of heart, expressed 
in a countenance where we discern and venerate 
the beauty of seriousness and reserve. 

Xenophon. 0 Cyrus, I am a hunter, and, being 
40, a deviser of stratagems, and may perchance 
lakt others than noncubines. I daro not utter 
irhait ^ bosom : in vain fidelity ax- 

4tos and u»ge* 


Cyrus. Speak, 0 best Xenophon ! 

Xenophm. If then destiny should cast down 
before me the horse of tby brother Artaxerxos, 
and the chances of war, or Mars after due sacri- 
fice, should place him my power, what is my 
duty? 

Cyrus. Canst not thou, having in turn with 
others of tliy countrymen the command of ten 
thousand Greeks, do thy duty without consulting 
me, in cases which, being unforeseen, are dis- 
cretionary ? 

Xenophon. The fall of a king is terrible. 

Cy7'U8. The rebound is worse. When your 
Saturn fell from heaven, did any God or mortal 
lend a hand to raise him up again ? 

Xe/tiA>phon. It were impiety to contend against 
Jupiter. 

Cyrus. It were madness to contend against 
Destiny. According to your fables, Saturn came 
first ; then came Jupiter. The same divine right 
of expelling and occupying will be asserted aa 
occjision may require. Hiit Destiny saw the order 
of things rise, and sees it continue : and Gods 
before her are almost as little and weak we 
are : she teaches them to repeat her words and 
obliges them to execute her will. If thou hast 
any wisdom, as thou surely hast, O disciple of 
Socrates the mage, never ask rae another question 
on such a contingency: hut answer mo now, I 
entreat thee, about the strange word harharian^ 
at which (I hear) there are satraps and royalets 
who take oflhnce when you apply it to them. 

Xenopho7i. Attribute not the invention of the 
word to us, O Cyrus I I have been as studious to 
know the derivation of it, as thou art ; for it is 
not Greek. On tlje return of Plato (of whom 
perhaps tliou hast heard some mention) from 
i5gypt, I learned from him * that the expression 
was habitual with the priests of that country, 
whence wc, who have borrowed much knowledge 
from the Egyptians, borrowed also this term. 
They apply it as we do, to all strangers in<U8- 
oriminatoly : but originally it signified those 
only who live nearest to them, and wUrm on that 
account, as is customary with every nation in the 
world, they hated most. The Africans to the 
westward are called by them wives a 

generic name, and probably of honourable import. 

Cyrus. 0 Xenophon, thou art indeed a treasury 
of wisdom ; and in addition to it, I pray thee, do 
the Gods, as I have heard, manifest to thee future 
events in dreams ? 

Xenophon. Some they have truly laid open 
unto me. 

Cyrus. Couldst not thou, 0 most wonderful, 
pray to them (not telling them that I said any- 
thing about the matter) to give thee one about 
the success of my arms? For our own pure religion 
does not allow us to expect or to pray for such 
an intervention. 

♦ Plato nays nothing on the subject ; it seems probable 
that in this manner the expression came first among the 
Greeks, who would otherwise, we may suppose, have taken 
the name of some nearer and more ferocious tribe. 
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Xevophon, If we had an oracle n^, I would 
<x>nf^ult it. For dreams usually are confined to the 
eventual good or evil ol* the dreamer ; although 
there arc instances to the contrary ; but in these 
instances the dreams f^l upon minds peculiarly 
gifted, and properly lilted for their reception. 

CynM. I have asked the Sun several times for 
counsel ; and yet I never could collect out of his 
radiance any certain sign or token. Only once 
It was attended by a lark, suddenly 

•* fiprinjfing fi om ci-ystal step to crystal stop 
In the bright air, where none can follow her.*’ 

Thus one of our old poets, in a volume laid up at 
Persepolis, describes her. The lark herself, and 
the recollection of the lines, comforted and ani- 
mated mo greatly; first the bird, merry and 
daring; then the brightness of the air; and lastly, 
’but principally, the words ** that she was rising 
where none could follow her.” This must cer- 
tainly mean myself : for who can suppose that 
Artaxerxes at that moment saw another lark 
doing the like, or remembered the same verses, 
which came upon me like a voice inspired ? 

XenopJion. Although larks are not strictly 
birds of augury, like eagles and vultures, and 
swans and herons, and owls and chickens, yet in 
this country, and against the Sun, and \ipon such 
an occasion, the appearance hath its weight with 
me, 0 Cyrus ! However I would not neglect to 
sharpen the scimitar, and to see that the horses 
be well exercised and have plenty of oats and 
barley in the manger, and that their manes be 
carefully combed, lest the adversary think us 
disorderly and unprovided, and inclined to flight. 
For tJie immortal Gods have often changed their 
minds upon finding us too confident and secure, 
or too negligent and idle, and have enlightened^ 
ours, to our cost, with a new and contrary inter- 
pretation of sentences uttered by their oracles. 

Cyrus. On reflecting a little, 1 think these 
oracles in general are foolish things. 

Xenophon. I wish, 0 blameless Cyrus, .that 
Rucli a word had never overflown the enclosure of 
thy teeth, as the divine Homer says. ] 

Cyrus. I wonder, 0 most intelligent and I 
thoughtful Xenc>phon, that Greeks, so few | 
as there are of you, should worship such a num - 1 
her of Gods. | 

Xenoplum. And I, 0 Cyrus, that you who have ^ 
occasion for so many, and particularly just at pre - 1 
sent, should adore but one. The Sun (I would I 
speak it without on’cnce) is nothing but an orb of ^ 
fire ; although, as some say, of a prodigious mag- 
nitude, hardly less than the Poloponnese. 

Cyrus. I once heard from a slave, a scholar of 
Democritus, that it is many hundred times 
greater than the earth. 

Xenophon. I seldom laugh, and ought never 
at insanity, and least of all at this. Alas, poor 
Greek 1 when he lost his freedom he lost his 
senses. 0 immortal Gods ! may iny countrymen 
at no time be reduced to that calamity, which 
nothing but this can mitigate. 


Oifrvs. He added that*, immense as is the 
glorious orb, it is only a dewdrop on the finger 
of God, shining from it under the light Of hli 
countenance, as he waves his paternal blessing 
over the many-pcopled world. • 

Xenophon. This is poetry, but oriental. Strange 
absurdity! when Jupiter is barely a foot taller 
than I aifi ; as maybe well imagined by his inter- 
mingling with our women, and without incon-’ 

I venience on either side : at least I have heard of 
! none recorded by the priests. He has indeed a 
' prodigious power of limb, and his expansion at 
I need is proportionate to his compactness#*** 

Cyrus. Give me thy sentiments, freely ihil 
entirely. 

Xenopho7i. I can not but marvel then, 0 Cym^ 
at the blindness of the Persians. There is no 
other great nation, at all known to us, that doei ' 
not acknowledge a plurality and variety of Gods ; 
and this consent, so nearly universal, ought to 
convince the ingenuous and unprejudiced. I see 
the worst consequences to a government in coun- 
tenancing the adoration of a single one, to the 
exclusion and mortification of the rest. 

Cyrus. Perhaps to such a foose fabrioj^^^a re; 
public. 

Xenophon. In a nwnan-chT u dj<y ^s. Power hath 
here too its gradatio^is ; the monarch, the mages, 
and the satraps. 

Cyrus. Do not you see at once the beauty of 
this form? No government is harmonious or 
rational without three estates ; none decorous or 
stabile. The throne must have legs ; but the legs 
must never stand uppermost : the king bears 
upon the mages, they bear upon the floor, or 
people. The king reserves to himself omnipo- 
tence; he grants to his mages omniscience; to 
his people, in the body, omnipresence. In this 
manner he divides himself ; but all is one. Where 
power is so well poised, in case of urgency we 
might impose taxes to the amount of nearly a 
tenth, and rarely hear % murmur in the land. If 
you, the magistrates of free Greeks, were to de- 
mand a fifteenth of the property in Attica for 
the purposes of government, the people would 
stone you. Now unquestionably that regimen is 
the best which has constantly the most power 
over them ; as that is the best riding by which 
the horse is managed the most easily and quietly, 
in even places and uneven. Nothing is truer or 
plainer. If we had as many gods and temples as 
you have, and if our deities and priests had as 
good appetites, our armies must be smaller, our 
horses leaner, and there would be more malignity 
and discord in the provinces. For all sects, all 
favourers 1 mean of particular gods and goddesses, 
are united in one sentiment, that their deities are 
equally fond of picking bones and breaking them. 

Xenophon. Our religion is most beautifhl. 

Gyrus. Extremely so on the outside. In this 
external beauty, as in that of women when It is 
extreme, there is little expre^ion, little sen^ 
Out ritual is the best that can he devised for any 
hot climate. In order to adore the Sun at hit 
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rking, yre muBt (it is needless to say) rise early. 
This is the time of day when the mind and body 
are most active, and most labour can be performed 
both by, men and cattle. Hence agriculture 
flourishes among us. Cleanliness, the consequence 
of our ablutions, is another spring of activity and 
health. We possess large sandy plaiy, which 
never would be cultivated unless they produced 
myrrh, benzoin, lavender, and other odours ; the 
only sacriflees we make to God. The earth offers 
them to her Creator where she hath nothingtelse 
to offei;; and he receives with a paternal smile, in 
thise silent downs remote ffom groves, from cities 
and from temples, her innocent oblations, her 
solitary endearments, her pure breath. I do not 
complain thal the Boeotians kill a bull for the 
same purpose : but a bull is that to which others 
beside gods and priests could sit down at table : 
and the richer plains of Boeotia would be culti- j 
vated whether Jupiter ate his roast beef or not. | 

Xenophon. Thcr^ arc many reasiJns, 0 Cjtub, j 
politically speaking, for your religion ; but it is 
not founded on immutable truth, nor supported 
by indubitable miracles. 

CyHik. What things are tliose ? 

Xtmplion. I coiilr^ .mention several, attested by 
thousands, of Bacchus, wlio traversed your j 

country, arc remembered stfll among you : but j 
as Apollo is the God from who^ at tliis crisis we 
may hope a fav)urable oracle, 1 would represent 
to you his infancy, his flight in the arms of 
Latona, and his victory over the serpent : all as 
evident as that he sits aboyc us arrayed in light, 
and is worshipped by you, 0 Cyrus, altliough in 
ignorance of his godhead. 

Cyrus. I have heard about these things : and 1 
since perhaps we may consult his oracle, I will 
not question his power or deity until that is over. 
About the event I have more curiosity than in- 
quietude, knowing the force of legitimacy on the 
minds of men. 

Why dost thou sigh, m^ friend ? do T appear to 
thee light, irresolute, iucoiistant 

Xenophon. Not thou, 0 Cyrus; but thy evil 
station. Nothing is so restless as yoyalty : not 
air, nor ocean, nor fire : nothing can content or 
hold R. Certainties are uninteresting and satiiig 
to it; uncertainties are solicitous and sad. In its 
weakness it ruins ihany, in its strength more. 
Thou, 0 Cyrus, art the most intelligent of kings, 
and wilt be (let me augur it) the most potent. 
Think that the immortal Gods have placed thee 
on thy eminence only as their sentinel, whose 
watch is long and wide, stationing thee at the 
principal gate in the encampment of mankind. 
Great is the good or evil that is about to flow far 
and near under thee. 

Cyrm. Far <md near ! These words I think 
are rather ill placed, by one who was the disciple 
of Socrates the mage. They have however their 
meaning, their propriety, and, in thy eyes, their 
right order. Thou, 0 Xenophon, I perceive, 
wonldst wish to penetrate into my thoughts^re- 
lating to the Athenians: I have already pene- 


trated into Iheirs. I know that in sound policy 
you never should let an ally whom you have 
served be greater than yourself, if you can pro.vent 
it ; and that those whom you assist, like those 
whom you attack, should^come off the worse for 
it in the end. Individuals whom you succour 
in private life may sometimes be grateful ; kings 
never are. They will become of an unfriendly tem- 
per toward you, were it only to prove to others, 
and to persuade themselves, that they were 
powerful and flourishing enough to have done 
without you. 

If*the victory should be myie, as can not be 
doubted . . I being born the son of a king, 
Artaxerxes not . . there is no danger that so 
small a people as the Athenians should attempt 
to divide the kingdom, or to compromise it in any 
way between us : nor would I suffer it : but Policy 
is my voucher that I will assist you against your 
enemies : in such a manner however as to provide 
that you shall always have some, and dangerous 
enough at least to attract your notice. I say these 
words to you in pure confidence. To a friend here 
speaks a friend ; to a wise man here speaks no 
simple one. 

Xtmophon. If you would worship, 0 Cyrus, the 
Gods of Greece, I should be the more confident of 
success. 

Gyrus. 1 h;ivc indeed at times, to a certain de- 
gree, a faith in auguries, in which I know the 
Greeks are expert: but although ybur religion 
is in her youth, your Gods are as avaricious as 
old-age could make them. Every religion that 
starts up, beyond Persia, takes only as much truth 
to stand upon as will raise her safely to men’s 
purses. The Egyptian priests have extensive 
hinds : Attica is poorer in soil : there it is requi- 
site to have oracles too and sacrifices, gold and 
cattle, oil and milk, wax and honey. If this re- 
ligion should be succeeded by another, as it must 
be when the fraud is laid open, the populace v.ili 
I follow tliose enthusiasts who thn;v> down the 
images of the Gods, and will help them the next 
morning to raise up others in the same places, or 
even those elsewhere, difleriiig but in name. Pride 
will at first put on the garment' of Ilinnility; and 
soon afterward will Huindity raise up her sordid 
baldness out of Pride’s. Change in rituals is made 
purely for lucre, and, under the name of Reforma- 
tion, comes only to break up a virgin turf or to 
pierce into an unexplored mine. Religion with 
you began in veneration for those who delivered 
you from robbers : it will end in the discoveiy 
that your temples have been ever the dens of 
them. But in our hopes we catch at straws ; the 
movement of a feather shakes us ; the promise of 
a priest confirms us. 

Let us now go to the stables : I have intelligence 
of a noble tiger, scarcely three days’ hard riding 
from us. The peasant who found the creature 
shall be exalted iu honour, and receive the govern- 
ment of a province. 

Xenophon. Is the beast a male or female to the 
best of his knowledge ? 

y2 
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Cyrus, A female : she was giving milk to her 
young ones. On perceiving the countryman, she 
drew up her feet gently, and squared her mouth, 
and rounded her eyes, slumberous with content ; 
and they looked, he says, like sea-grottoes, ob- 
scurely green, interminably deep, at once awaken- 
ing fear and stilling and compressing it. 


LANDOH, ENGLISH VISITER, 

Dhsokndino the staircase of Palazzo-Medici, 
which I inhabit, I observed the venerable 'Old 
gentleman, its propVietor, walking up and down 
gravely before his own apartment. He seemed to 
avoid my salutation ; whether the most modest of 
men did not wish to speak while a stranger was 
with me, or whether he was returning to his room 
for anything. However, as he had seen me, I 
went up to him, inquired after his health, which 
has been long declining, and then after the 
Grandiike’s, who had been confined to his bed 
four days, as I learat the day preceding. I now 
saw the reason why the Marchese turned away : 
tears were in his eyes and riiiming down his cheeks 
copiously. He took my hand, lifted it between 
his on a level with his heart, and said, lie is in 
his last agonies ! ” 

While 1 stood silent, for I was aflected deeply 
at seeing in tears an old man, majestic in gait 
and stature, and cordially my friend, I fancied I 
heard more footsteps in the street than usual, and 
that people walked faster and stopped oftener. I 
heard no songs. It was probably the first hour, 
by daylight at least, since the building of the city, | 
unless in the time of siege or plague or under the j 
duke of Athens, that you could have heard noncj^l 
for the Florentines by nature are joyous and noisy 
as grasshoppers. I turned, and seeing the porter 
at the gate, who had hcen asking some questions, 

I called to him. Ho must have heard me, yet he 
went into his lodge and said nothing. I followed 
him, and wishing to hear a more favourable re- 
port, inquired how the Granduke was. 

Sir,” said the porter, I hope you do not 
think me wanting in respect : I can hardly tell 
you.” 

Let us hope then he is better.” 

** He is with God.” 

He turned his back on me : his grey hairs glim- 
mered with the tremulous motion of his head, 
until he rested his brow against the wall. Not 
wishing to pursue my walk, nor deeming it deco- 
rous, 1 proposed to my visiter that he should 
return and sit. down again. At this instant a 
young man overtook us with a quick step. 

" Better it had been me, ten thousand times,” 
cried he, 

Luigi!” said I, knowing his voice, '‘stop a 
moment : is it quite certain 1” 

"lam happy you stopped me,” replied he. "I 
was running to my father : it would have half- 
willed him.” 

Pew more words pa8.sed between us, and we 


Xenophon. Fortunate he escaped her ! VTe 
might ^ve lost a fine day's hunting in ignoiunce 
of her lair. 

Gyrus. He passed away gently, as if he had 
seen nothing ; and she lay still, panting. Come, 
thou shalt take thy choice, 0 wonderful Xenophon, 
of my spears. ♦ 


AND FLORENTINE VISITER. 

went our way. When my visiter and myself were 
up stairs again and seated, " Really,” said Se, "I 
am now of your opinion : there is no sincerity m 
this people : I don't mean the old gontleman, 
whoever ho is.” 

Landor. And what think you then of ihe^ 
porter ? 

English Visikr. I did not see him nor hear 
what he said ; you went alone into the lodge. But 
the young man carries it too fixr, 

Landor. The Granduke has given him nothing; 
and which of his ministers, think you, is not 
proud of saying to himself, "1 can withhold an 
office worth a crown a day from the desCefidant 
of our first Granduke ^ 

Engli.'ihVisifcr. WTiat ! and assiMrl^eBO two gen- 
tlemen of that familjr? Is it possible they can 
be thus affected af tlic decease of one who occu- 
pied the throne of their ancestors 1 I should as 
.soon have expected it from you. And truly I 
never saw you less disposed to talk on the meet- 
ing of ail old acquaintance, or less capable (you 
must excuse me) of *^saying something worth 
hearing. 

Landor. I never said anything in my lifetime 
so worthy of making an impression on the mind, 
as wliat you heard from that young man. Trea- 
sure it up in your recollection : lose nothing, as 
you hope for heaven, of that which may give you 
a better opinion of your fellow-creatures, a just 
and w^ortliy one of God’S' great work. How good 
and glorious when the right affections are unsup- 
pressed by the perverse ; when love, pity, grati- 
tude, are in vigour ; when Death himself warms 
our hearts and elevates our affections. Then are 
we indeed redeemed from our fallen state. * 

EnglishVisiter, You are coming round, I per- 
ceive : I shall see you a hing's friend ere long. 

Landor. God grant it ! 

English Visiier. Well ! at least you have no 
hypocrisy : but, upon my soul, I did not think 
you so veiy . . let me say at least . . unguarded. 
You would really (don’t be angry) be bribed 
then. 

Landor. Really and truly. 

English Visiter. Your smile is a fixed one 
and must I believe you] I would have sworn 
that you never w'ould have changed your prin- 
ciples ; not even to be prime minister. 

Landor, Swxar nothing. 

^ English Visiter. No, after this, indeed. You 
I have acted very inconsistently ; not only in the 
( change of your principles, but in the management 



LANDOR, ENGLISH VISITEI^ 

4)i your talents. In the time of Castlereagh, there | 
was indeed but little hope from a fellow who 
never read a book through, even at school, and 
who was once proved by a friend in joke not to 
know the latitude of England by ten or anyj 
other number of degrees. Canning, however, is 
a scholar, and. what is more to the purpose, he is 
obliged to pick up aad stich. | 

Landor, They resemble the dragon-fly: 1 see 
his hard eyes and heavy body (heavy it is for a 
fly) and see not what it is that bears him up 
above my hedge : so filmy and apparently so ina- 
deqaate is the finer part of him. Such arc the 
bisects now in office. Canning is himself an un- , 
derstrapper ; a Gil Bias turned sour, and with a | 
tendency to the vapid. 

Ert/jlish Visiter. What would you have 1 Pub- 
lic men and public women may alike be desig- 
nated by one trisyllable. Minister.^ come into 
office by giving as a pledge their virtue, their 
iudgment, and their sentiment. They resign them- 
selves bound hagd and foot to the faction that 
hoodwinks the crown ; a faction existing in every 
kingly government ; and they distribute cmploy- 
me^s according* to the lists presented to them, 
beilSg permitted to insert out of their own fami- 
lies and parfSsawi a limitc'k assortment of names. 
Here they^H)^ stick in a J)i8hop, here they may 
prick a judge, here they may cushion an envoy ; 
but leaving room on each .side of him for another 
to bench hfe secretary, and a third to boot his 
courier. 

Landor. The court of England has not been 
quite BO observant of merit in its appointment 
of diplomatists to the smaller courts, as, no 
doubt, it has to the higher. We residents in Tus- 
cany have been more amused by some of them 
than edified or flattered. One Sieur Dorcas, » 
secretary of legation, no sooner found himself in 
possession of his hundred pounds a year, than he 
bought a pony, hired the best saddle and bridle 
that were to be let out, presented a bunch of 
flowers (when the season was somewhat advanced) 
to the lady of highest rank he met at the Gascim, 
and manifested his resolution to be cavaliere str- 
vumte wherever he found beauty and cookery. 
He soon introduced himself to Madame Mozzi, a 
lady of great personal attractions, good-humoured, 
witty, well-informed,, and whose house enjoys the 
reputation of an admirable kitchen. The next 
morning he addressed a billet to her, declaring 
that she had pleased him, and <lcsiring to know 
at what hour she would be ready to receive his 
visit. She answered him frankly, and proposed 
that the interview should take i)lace in the 
evening. Sieur Dorcas ran to the milliner’s, 
bought a frill ; to the perfumer’s, a bottle of Eau- 
de>Cologne; to a friend’s, and borrowed a cambric 
handkerchief. Observing that his gloves bore 
the marks of the bridle, he put them intn his 
pocket before he knocked at the door. This he 
did once and softly. It opened as by magic : and 
a servant in a rich livery, with a lively galuta- 
tion ushered him up- stairs. He passed through 
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an ante-chamber filled with fine pictures ; ereiy 
countenanbe in the portraits seemed to smile on 
him, every landscape bloomed before him. He 
had little taste or time for them : onward he fol- 
lowed the valet : the folding-doors of the drawing- 
room flew open : the whole family were there 
assembled. Sieur Dorcas being loudly an- 
nounced, all eyes were instantaneously fixed on 
him. Madame Mozzi and hor aja rose from their 
seats : and the former, smiling graciously, turned 
again to the company, and presented the lllus- 
trissimo who would have done such honour to 
them all, had he not fixed his attentions on the 
leist worthy of the family.” ^ They bowed to the 
sieur. "And now,” said Madame Mozzi to the 
aja, " you will do me the favour, my dear friend, 
to read aloud the elegant note of the British 
secretary.” The aja wiped her glasses, placed 
them across the slender ridge they befitted, and, 
without any cliange of voice or physiognomy, read 
it slowly through. The husband took Bieur Dor- 
cas by the hand, apologised for the ncce.ssity he 
was under of leaving him so soon after his intro- 
duction, and wished him all possible success in 
bis negotiation. The other relatives compli- 
mented him on the peculiar frankness of the 
English character, of which they protested they 
had never seen before so charming a spocimen : 
the lady I old him with an air of sweet concern 
and tender reproof, that she only lamented to 
find him somewhat colder than his note had 
promised. In reply to the smiles that were lurk- 
ing and trembling in the unsteady dimples of her 
lips, he bit his angrily, twitched up one side of 
his shirt-collar, bowed as well as he had learnt to 
bow, and withdrew. He found the servants 
ranged upon th<? staircase. His conductor told 
him it was customary in Tuscany to give a maitr 
da otC the first good fortune, and hoped hia Ex- 
cellency would remember it. 

English Visiter. I believe the story to be true in 
all its parts and circumstances : for I have heard it 
frequently, even in England : and indeed wherever 
a tale of consummate iir pudencc ’ir> related, the 
Sieur Dorcas comes forward as regularly as the 
sentinel in a German clock at the hour. But 
no man of the most ordinary attainments among 
ns has reason to despair of office, if that man pos- 
sesses a lucrative and :• high one who came from 
Ireland half naked, offered his services to the 
publisher of a periodical work at two guineas 
a week, and, writing in defence (as he tells us) 
of our laws and religion, shocked a good old 
woman in her hospitality, which at that time he 
found very useful, by seasoning her leg of lamb 
and '^|Bon-pie with the coarsest and stalest of 
irrc^Hll. Cumberland said be iK'as the most 
vulgifflHan in the least elegant and least decorous 
of nimns ; but that he could forgive him if he 
were not also the most malignant in the leaat 
spiteful. I can account for it only from the flici- 
lity with which his old associates despise him, 
and the violent eflfort he makes at mutual dll- 
dain. I dare to profess myself a chrirtian; m 
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belief a very eincere^ in conduct a most defec- 
tive one : but if any ratiocination led "mo away, a 
fugitive from my father’s house, and deaf to the 
reclamations of my dearest friends, still what 
could so harden me, as that I should turn into 
ridicule one who had warned me of danger, and 
who had offered to accompany me in adversity ] 
I leave him without thanks ; I abandon him with- 
out regret ; and am I never to be reminded of his 
innocence and gentleness, but when hunger or 
fortune has led me, “nothing loth,” to the “warm 
precincts” of a pigeon-pie] Afterward I hear of 
him insulted by the ignorant, persecuted by the 
bigot, dragged before the judge, delivered to the 
executioner. What then if this person, whom 
(say I know no more of him) I know to bo the 
purest, the gentlest, the most beneficent of men, 
should be ready to die, nay, should have died, for 
me ! Do I want a godhead to shake my heart at 
this? Humanity, at the report of it, feels it 
through all her fibres, and drops on the earth in 
tears. 

Layidvr. Preserve this character : foster and 
encourage these thoughts, which must render you 
happier and better tlian any other can do. No- 
thing of envy will follow them ; much of gaiety 
may ; particularly if they assist you in recollecting 
of what materials our modern greatness is com- 
posed, and that the only thing in which monarchs 
now imitate God, is in forming their first men 
out of the dust. Better stutf wsis required for 
court-equipage in ages esteemed far more barba- 
rous. We had then our knights of the pink or 
the lily or the daisy ; pleasant, alert, companion- 
able, jovial ; at present we have knights of the 
eating-house, baronets of the whiskey-bottle, lord- 
provosts of the letter-press, and slords of session at 
the gazette and magazine. Certain hands, patient 
(you would swe.ar) of evciything but a glove, are 
armed with clubs and cudgels that seem cognate 
with them; and certain eyes are peeping forth 
from their lattices at every inlet of literature, 
that those who enter without the watchword may 
be well smitten or well s})la8h6cl. Formerly titles 
were inherited by men who could not write ; they 
now are conferred on men who will not let others. 
Theirs may have been the darker age ; ours is the 
duller. In theirs a high spirit was provoked ; in 
ours proscribed. In theirs the bravest W'cre pre- 
eminent ; in ours the basest. 

English Visiter. One objection to your 
nary Couvvrmtiom is, that you represent some 
living characters as speaking with greater powers 
of mind than tlicy possess, vile as they are in 
conduct. 

Landor. It can not be expected, by those who 
know of wiiat materials the cabinets of Burope 
- are composed, that any person in ihciili^hould 
reason so conclusively, and with such illustirations, 
as some who are introduced. This, if it is a blem- 
ish in a book, is one which the book would be 
worse without. The pmctice of Shakspeare and 
Sophocles is a better apology for me than I could 
offer of my own. If men were to bo represented 


as they show themselves, encr.%£ted with all thi 
dirtiness they contract in public life, in all the 
debility of ignorance, in all the distortion of pre- 
judice, in all the reptile trickery of partisanship, 
who would care about the greater part of what are 
called the greatest! Principles and ide^ are 
my objects : they must be reflected from high and 
low, but ^tliey must also be eimibited where 
people can sec them best, and are most inclined 
to look at them. 

English Vkiter. You, by proper attention, or 
even by abstinence from attack, might have gone 
out among the commissioners to America. -* 

Landor. I go out nowhere : here I live, heroC 
die perhaps. A sea-voyage of very few days, al- 
though I suffer no sickness, makes me weary of 
life itself. What a situation is that, in which, 
next to the sight of port, a tempest is the thing • 
most desirable I I would not be embarked two 
mouths, to possess the kingdom of Montezuma 
united with that of Aurungzebe. 

English Vuiter. You appeai^ilto have no ambi- 
tion, at least of this kind : you live upon a fifth of 
your income, willingly or unwillingly,* and live 
handsomely and hospitably : wkat do you ^ant 
then ] 

Landor. That whigji I told before . . to 
become a hing's frimd. Peace, ’tSI^om, inde- 
pendence for nations, fhese shall buy me : and, if 
nothing but the hiuuiliation of their betters can 
win the hearts of rulers, I would almost kiss their 
hands to obtain them. Had avarice or ambition 
guided me, remember I started with a larger 
hereditary estate than thqse of Pitt, Pox, Canning, 
and twenty more such, amounted to; and not 
scraped together in this, or tlio last, or the pre- 
ceding century, in ages of stockjobbing and pecu- 
^’ation, of cabinet-iid venture and counterfeit nobi- 
lity. My education, and that which education 
works upon or produces, was not below their» *, 
yet certain I am that, if I had applied to be made 
a tide-waiter on the Thames, the minister would 
have refused me. In the*'county where my chief 
estate lies, a waste and unprofitable one, but the 
third I believe in extent of any there, it was re- 
presented to IV 0 that the people were the most 
lawless in Great Britain; and the two most en- 
lightened among the magistrates wished and 
exhorted me to become one. , It would have been 
a great hindrance to my studies ; yet a sense of 
public good, and a desire to promote it by any 
sacrifice, induced me to propose the thing to the 
duke of Beaufort, the lord-licutcnant. He could 
have heard nothing more of me, good or evil, than 
that I was a studious man, and that, although I 
belonged to no society, club, or party, and never 
sat in my life at a public dinner, I should oppose 
his family in elections. The information, however 
probable, was wrong. I had votes in four coun- 
ties, and could influence fifty or sixty, and perhaps 
many more ; yet I never did or will influence one 
in any case, nor over give one while Representation 
is either cheat or coaxer. The noble duke declined 
ray proposal. 
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These bolls recall my attention from what is 
persona] and from what is worthless. 

English Visiter, How they clatter and jingle ! 
The ringers are pulling every bell-rope in the 
whole city as fast and as furiously as they can. 

Landor, The sound of one only, the largest in 
the place, tolling slowly at equal intervals, makes 
a diflferent impression on the hearer.l We are 
impatient of these, which are rung in the same 
manner to announce a festival : instead of impa- 
tience at the others, we wait in suspense for every 
stroke, and the pulse of the heart replies to it. 

people but the English can endure a long 
continuation of gravity and sadness : none pay the 
same respect to the dead. Here not only the 
poorer, but householders and fathers of families, 
are thrown together into a covered cart; and 
when enow of them are collected, they are carried 
off by night, and cast naked into the ditch in the i 
buriahground. No sheet about them, no shroud 
externally, no coffin, no bier, no eipblem of mor- 
tality ; none of softow, none of affection, none of 
hope. Corpses are gathered like rotten gourds 
and cracked cucumbers, and thrown aside where 
non«^ould find ii* any looked for them. Among 
people in easy circumstances, wife, children, rela- 
tives, friend^ ^iHeave the hTiuse when one of the 
family is dying : the priosi alone remains with 
him : the last sacrament solvei and sunders every 
human tie. The e}'es, after wandering over tho 
altered scenes of domestic love, over the silent 
wastes of friendship, are reconciled to whatever is 
most lugubrious in death, and are closed at last 
by mercenaries and strautcers. 

My children were playing on the truly English | 
turf before the Campo Santo in l*isa, when he to | 
whom is committed the business of carrying off 
the dead, and whose house is in one comer, walked ’ 
up to them, and bade them come along with him, 
telling them he would show them two more such 
pretty little ones. He opened the doors of a cart- 
house, in which were*two, covered carts ; the 
larger contained (I hear) several dead bodies, stark- 
naked : in tho smaller were two infants, with not 
even a flower shed over them. They had died in 
the foundling-hospital the night before. Such was 
their posture, they appeared to hide their flices one 
from the other in play. As my children had not 
been playing with them, this appearance struck 
neither : but the elder said, Teresa 1 who shut 
up these mimmi 1 1 will tell papa. Why do not 
they come out and play till bed-time 1 ” 

The "mimmi” had been out, poor little souls ! 
and /lad played . . till bed-time. 

English Visiter, And papa, though he could not 
alter the thing, has been collecting a rod in every 
walk of, his, in high-road or by-road, for those 
whose negligences and inhumanities are greater in 
greater matters ; which rod some years hence will 
scourge many backs, and be laid on by many 
hands, amid the shouts of nations. 

Laivdor, So be it ! although he who tied the 
twigs be never thought of ; although he bs cast 
before his time into the cart-house. 
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English The death of Ferdinand must 

be felt as a general and great calamity, thus flxing, 
as it does, or strongly checking, the levity &f the 
Florentines j a people far indeed from cruel, 
the least so perhaps of any in Italy, where none 
deserve the name ; but the most selfish, the most 
ungrateful, the most inconstant. A ruler of the 
Romans, sick and weary of their baseness, wished 
they had but one neck. 1 have often wished tho 
Florentines had as much as one hdart among them* 
To-day I think my wish is accomplished. 

Landor. Although there is hardly one of them 
whq would not with whatever ignominy flee from 
death, were flight possible, }'«t the appearance of 
it in others has little terror, little awe. Tho rea- 
son is, the sight is familiar, and unaccompanied 
by solemnity or decorum. The priests and family, 
even when the wealthy and distinguished are 
carried to their last liome, walk rapidly along with 
the bearers of the body, and seem only to bo think- 
ing how they shall soonest get it out of the way, 
and do some other business. 

English VisiUr. Religion in fact docs not de- 
mand much an.xicty from us for those who sleep ; 
and Philosophy is indifterent whether the pace 
with which the defunct are carried to tho grave be 
quick or slow. 

handoT, Christianity is so kind, that one ob- 
jection to it, the worst indeed and the weakest, is 
the impracticability of performing all the kindness 
it enjoins. It demands no anxiety; it demon- 
strates on the other hand how every one may be 
removed. Our English burial service is tho most 
impressive thing to be found in any religion, old 
or recent : it is framed on the character of the 
people, and preserves it. 1 have seen every other 
part of clerical duty neglected or traversed ; but 
’ I never saw a clergyman who failed in this, 
when he consigned his parishioner to the grave. 
As for philosophy, if our philosophy tell us any- 
thing which shocks or troubles or perplexes our 
I humanity, let us doubt it, and let ui^. put off the 
I examination of it a long while. 

English Visiter, Did you know the GVanduke? 

Landor. I am the only Englishman in Florence 
who did not attend his court, and the only one 
he ever omitted to salute. 

English Visiter. Upon my word, you might 
have expected it : and j 1 hear lie received the 
exiles of Naples, and, when it was told him that 
his Neapolitan Majesty could not be present at it 
the few days he was here, if such rebels were 
admitted, he replied, " It would be hard if kings 
had not as much liberty as their subjects.” 

Landor, Equitable, humane, incomparable 
prince ! Whatever you hear good and gracious of 
him, you may well believe. I saw him first at 
Pisa, where he resided in winter, without pomp 
and state, and walked about the streets, and in 
the country, with his son or any other friend. The 
Pisans, accustomed to meet him every day, noticed 
him only as tiiey notice a brother or father : he 
drew no crowd about him . At the extremity of 
the principal square is an ancient church, dedi 
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cated to Saint Catharine; and in this church there with us in our regrete : jour mind ia abstractedi 
happened to be a festival. As I lose ho opportu- i your ideas and thoughts absorbed : you want stn- 
nity of hearing music where people are silent, ! pendous men, prodigies of genius, 
observing the red silk festoons float over the ' Landor. Not I indeed, my friend * I want 
church>door 1 went in. There were few present : honest ones : and Ferdinand was both honest and 
within the rails I saw only the officiating priests, wise. If his wisdom did not fly off perpetually in 
the Granduke, and Savi the professor of botany, sparks and splinters, it was only the better and 
who had entered with him, was seated by him, ' the morcf«eful for it. 

and spoke to Jam from time to time. The service The greater part of geniuses may be measured 
being linished, tiic Granduke bowed with pccu- by pocket-rules * others require a succession ot 
liar courtesy, and only to one person ; it was in triangles, must be surveyed from stations upon 
the direction where I stood. Two or three days mouiitaindieads, and the exact computation of 
afterward, a worthy priest who had thrown aside their altitude is to be determined but after soxiM,,.,, 
his gown and had t^ken a uniform, in the course ages. 

of conversation with me, said gravely, “ But really. Of these Alps and Ararats, in the various re* 
my dear frind, we may extend too far our preju- gions of the world there may be five or six perhaps, 
dices and dislikes. If you could be prevailed upon The heavy stick their poles in them, clamber up, 
to go but once to court, you would find him the best and protest they sec nothing extraordinary : the * 
soul in the world. Savi tells me you did not lighter one, more disappointed still, cries, "I 
return the salute of the Granduke.” thought they were above the clouds ! however, 

My heart sank within me, deeper than ever any I will cut my name upon the summit, and break 
courtier’s did, at the charge of inattention : for it off something.” 

has more room to work in, and takes it all. Fer* Florentine. Visiter. I was about to mentioa 
dinand still continued 1 o notice with his usual that Ferdinand was not indeed a subject for tii- 
condescension and affability my wife and little gonometry. In abilities he wks on a lev^, or 
boy, whom he met every day in some place or little more than on a level, with the greater part of 
other, but always turned his eyes from me. mankind : but I belitve that lijin living had 

Nevertheless I persevered in repairing my fault, so accurate a judgmenj^^ where jiidgmelit is of most 
in my own eyes at least. I elevated my hat above | importance. His ijense of justice and right was 
my head long before I jnet him, and passed with- i perfect. It w^as perfect from an exquisite fibre 
out a look toward him. land most delicate tact, and fiom ‘an early and 

He soon forgave me, or forgot me : which ! uninterrupted practice of it. Sovrans are thought 
answered the same purpose. i not to have the whole of their apanuge, unless 

Princes are more offended at a slight inattention they have some embossed pieces of wit placed 
than at almost the worst thing you can do or say | beside them. Ferdinand was not facetious ; on 
or write against them. A dead thorn or the ' the contrary, he was rather grave, and would not 
smallest pebble may hurt or mMcst a Wellington I have fathered the best joke in the world. And 
for a moment, according to the part it acts upon : «truly I know not how it happens, but we Floren* 
and I, who amid the powerful of the earth am no tines, who are famous for feigning all other things, 
better, may have pained in my ignorance a ten. never feign wit for anyone, 
derer bosom than heats among the surviving i FmVer. Your Machiavclli, I think, can 

masters of mankind. j not be fairly accused of /loing it ; who, wishing 

May Heopold, who applies his studies to the to attribute a few smartnesses, practical and the- 
history of his country in order to write it fully and • oretical, to Castruccio Castracani, rather than 
faithfully, illustrate by his life the last pages of it, | invent them himself, went back to the ancients 
and, after a longer course, be succeeded by a son ' for them, and poured them into his havreseto dry 
as virtuous and affectionate ! ! as date-fruit. 

... A long silence followed. I was little disposed i Flurentine Visiter. Valets and chamberlains, 
to converse, or my visiter to go away. We heard i and other attendants on Ferdinand, have related 
a voice of inquiry at t he ante-chamber door, and 1 to their friends and acquaintances many of his 
started to gi\ c orders that no person should be sayings, which would seem witty and sharp, if 
admitted, when there stood before me a worthy good nature did not cover them from point to 
man, who had offered my family a window in his hilt. The other day, as you know (for I remem- 
house yesterday, to see from it the procession of her you laughed heartily at it), his remark was 
Corpm Domini. After expressing the hope that excellent. The wit w^as, like the ananas, sharp, 
no accident or indisposition had prevented it, sweet, refreshing, beautiful; and it was safely 
You have heard, no doubt, the distressing news,” tangible from its seasonable ripeness, 
added he. Even those who were unfriendly to English Visiter. Sir, our friend Landot here is 
Ferdinand and his government, lament his loss, a fond lover of wit, but, like many fond lovers, is 
and speak becomingly of his character.” writhout the object of his affections. I am sure 

English Visiter. We are pained at hearing ill he will gladly hear the thing over again, if yon 
of the living, and at hearing good of the dead : will ffivour me by giving us it. 

the recently dead at least. Fl^entine Visiter. When the only son of 

Jfkrentine Visiter. You do not appear to unite Marchese Bartolomei had taken a wife without 
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die consent of his the father, ae you may 

suppose^ yim indignant. He ran to Palazzo Pitti, 
demanded an audience of the Granduke, and was 
admitted. After he had particularised the whole 
affidr, with comments, no doubt, in abundance, 
^ Well, my friend, bow can I serve you 1 ” said his 
Highness; *'what can I do in the business P* 

"Highness! it is against the law.’^answered 
Bartolomei. 

" My dear marchese, now the thing is done, and 
can not be undone or altered, would it not be better 
to be reconciled to the young people V* * 

" Never, never, never, while I have breath in 
my body.” 

“ Patience 1 my good Bartolomei I Consider 
a little ! reflect a moment ! pray of what age is 
^yoi^ son 1 ” 

" Old enough to be wiser.” 

"We all arc; people say so at least: and 
yet . . ” 

" He is near up^ eighteen” . 

‘A mere boy : unfortunately for him just one 
remove beyond boy’s chastisement. 1 hope you 
would not punish^him, as matters stand.” 

J^came for justice. Highness ! ” 

The laws, y^say, will give it : you shall have 
it; do not^rnbt it. Bo dalm; bo comforted; 
think again upon it.” 

"I have thought again and again and more 
than enough about it. 1 am resolved to punish 
him.” 

'Let him have her then. Come Bartolomei, 

1 am going to my piano-forte : would it amuse 
you'!" 

" Highness ! I take my leave.” 

The last of his public acts admitting to view 
the gait and whole gesture of his character, was 
displayed by him about a month afterward, that* 
is, about a month ago. A person now in Florence 
had been expelled by their Holinesses of the Sa> 
cred Alliance, from France, Spain, and Piedmont, 
and perhaps from othar kingdoms. He came 
hither without a passport, and was ordered by the 
president of the buon govetmo to leave the city. 
Disconsolate, desolate, desperate, he resolved to 
present a memorial to the Granduke. " From the 
variouB states 1 have passed through, 1 can show 
nothing,” said he, " but orders to leave the coun- 
try.” The mild prince sent immediately for the 
president of the buon govemo, who thinking, on 
such occasions at least, that expedition was best, 
would have banished the stranger. " If he is, or 
if you think him to be, a bad subject,” said Ferdi- 
nand, " it is your office to watch him narrowly. 
Would you drive him out to save trouble 1 Shall 
the whole earth be interdicted to him because he 
has been troublesome in one part of it, or sus- 
pected in another 1 If he were worthy of impri- 
sonment, there is little doubt that he would have 
been imprisoned ; or if of death, that he would 
have been executed. They permit him to live, 
and would leave him no place to live in. He must 
he somewhere. To hunt and pursue th* poor 
creature through the world, is worse than any 
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sentence of condemnation. Let him rest where 
he is, and 6e, like others, amenable to the laws.” 

Landor. At my arrival on the continent, it re- 
tained among its ruins two public men of wouth, 
Kosciusko and Gianni ; the one I had seen in 
England, the other I visited in Genoa. He was 
in his ninetieth yea** : an age to which no other 
minister of king or prince or republic has attained. 
But the evil passions never preyed on the heart of 
Gianni : he enjoyed good health from good spirits, 
and those from their only genuine source, a clear 
conscience. Accustomed, as 1 had been to see 
chattering mountebanks leap one after another 
upon the same stage, and ^ay the same tricks 
they had exploded, first amid the applauses and 
afterward amid the execration of the people, I was 
refreshed and comforted by the calmness and 
simplicity of this venerable old man. Occasionally 
he displayed a propensity to satire, not the broad- 
faced buflbonery and washy loquacity of his nation, 
but the apposite and delica/e wit which once 
sparkled in the better societies of Athens and of 
Paris. He has left behind him a history of his 
own times, which never will be published in ours. 
If any leading state of Europe had been govenicd 
by such a minister, how harmless would have been 
the French revolution out of France, how transi- 
tory in. Patient, provident, moderate, imperturb- 
able, he knew on all occasions what kind and what 
intensity of resistance should be opposed to vio- 
lence and tumult. 

Florentine Visiter. I will adduce two instances^ 
i in which my friend here will correct me, should I 
anywhere fall into an error. Ricci, bishop of 
Pistoja and Prato, hud excited the indignation of 
his diocesans, by an attempt to introduce the 
; prayers in Italiafl, and to abolish some festivals 
I and processions. The populace of Prato, headed 
by a confraternity, broke forth into acts of rebel- 
lion: the bishop’s palace was assaulted, his life 
threatened: the church-bells summoned all true 
believers to the banner : the broken bones oi 
saints were exposed, and invited others to be 
broken. Leopold, on hearing it. shocked in his 
I system of policy, forgot at the moment the mild- 
ness of his character, and ordered the military at 
hand to march against the insurgents. Gianni 
was sent for : he entered th'' instant this com 
mand was issued. ‘'Wba; disturbs your Highness T 
said he mildly. 

"You ought to have been informed, Gianni,” 
answered the Granduke, "that the populace of 
Prato has resisted my authority and insulted Ricci. 
My troops march against them.” 

" I have already despatched a stronger forca 
than your Highness has done, w^hich by your per- 
mission must remain in the city.” 

" On free-quarters until the madmen arc quiet. 
But how could you collect a stronger force so 
instantaneously] ” 

" Instead of two regiments, I despatched two 
crosses ; instead of cannon and balls and powder, 
a nail-box, a hammer, and a napkin. If reinforce- 
ments are wanted, we can find a dice-box and a 
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aponge at Corsini’S; on good security. At this 
hour, however, I am persuaded that the confra- 
ternity Is walking in procession, and extolling to 
the skies, not your humanity but your devotion.*' 
It was BO. 

The 7mx.imu7n or assize had been abolished by 
Gianni : lands and provisions rose in value : the 
people was discontented, broke into his house, 
drank his wine, cut his beds in pieces, and carried 
off the rest of his furniture. Leopold, who had 
succeeded to the empire, and was residing at 
Vienna, decreed that the utmost severity should 
be exercised against all who had borne any paijtin 
this sedition. It was- difficult to separate the more 
guilty from the less, as every man convicted of 
delinquency might hope to extenuate his offence 
by accusing his enemy of one more flagrant. 
Gianni, who could neither disobey nor defer the 
mandate of the emperor, engaged Commendatore 
Tazzi to invite some hundreds of the people to a 
banquet in the court-yard of his palace. 

Now while the other families of those our Flo- 
rentines, who in ages past had served the bustling 
little city, were neglected for their obscurity, 
shunned for their profligacy, or despised for their 
avarice and baseness, that of lliccardiwas still in 
steem with the citizens for its splcndi<l hospi- 
tality, that of Pazzi for its patronage of the people. 
The invitation was unsuspected. They met, they 
feasted, they drank profusely ; every man brought 
forward his merits ; what each hud done, and what 
each was ready to do, w'as openly declared and 
carefully recorded. On the following morning, 
])ofore daybreak, forty were on the road to the 
gal 1 eys : bii t in ost of them were soon released. The 
people is never in such danger as^rom its idol. 

English Visitvr. Scarcely anything is more in- 
teresting than the history of this central hive of 
honeyed and stinging little creatures, your Flo- 
rentines. Although they have now lost their 
original figure and nature for the most-part, and 
possess not even their own lily to alight on, yet 
they hum, and show wonderffil instinct. They 
were not created for the gloom of Dante, but they 
are alive and alert in the daylight of Petrarca and 
Boccaccio. They live under a government not 
oppressive, nor troublesome, nor exacting; and 
in this warm security they inform us that there is 
in Italy a petty state governed by a woman, who 
constantly sends after the Opera to the innkeepers 
of her city, and demands a portion of what has 
been spent among them within the day by strangers. 
If many carriages have stopped at their doors, in 
passing through the place, the same visit is made, 
the same tax imposed. She has forbidden the 
exportation of pictures, oflering to purchase them 
at the value : she has taken several to herself, and 
has never paid for them. Is it not as proper for 
the Saints of the Holy Alliance to exercise the 
duties of high police in such instances, as against 
the public, where great nations, and such as were 
never subject to them, rise unanimously and de- 
mand a reform of government *1 England main- 
tains a minister at the court of this woman, whose 


revenues from the territory are little more than 
his appointments, and whose political influence is 
weaker than that of one who keeps a gin-shop in 
Wapping. 

Eandor. What reed or rush, in its rottenest 
plight, but serves for the spawn of our aristocracy 
to stick on ! Let us leave the thievish sister of 
the Mey t'eUo, and return to a prince who had 
nothing in common with him but the baptismal 
name. It was feared by the friends of an eloquent 
pleader, whose conduct in the parliament of Naples 
gave no party satisfaction, that, at the instigation 
of the Austrian or French ambassador, he woul^*!*^ 
be excepted from the asylum granted here to the 
Neapolitan constitutionalists. Whereupon, al- 
though I seldom speak on politics, I could not 
refrain from saying in the presence of a court-, 
lady, “ Constitutionalists are unpardonable : 
Englishmen have abandoned them in Sicily to the 
sword and dungeon, and we have deluded and 
betrayed them in Naples and in Spain : their ruin 
comes in all directions from uS : yet in regard to 
this gentleman, I can not believe he vdll be ex- 
pelled from Tuscany for thinking with every wise 
and honest man of his country . . I will aJiid, of 
Europe. True, he expressed Ms, ^thoughts better 
than others : but it if as unreasohiAla to dislike a 
1 man because he is eloquent, as it would be to like 
I one because he is arstanimerer.” 

It was mentioned to theGranduke, not in malice, 
but as the best thing or among the best said the 
day before. Dice bend' was his answer. 

Emlish Ymter, I never could discover the 
reason why people in authority should exert more 
power (in other words should give themselves 
more trouble) in molesting and plaguing their 
fellow-creatures than in helping them. This is 
^too common in the world, indeed almost general; 
and 1 may say with hardly an exception in those 
who have risen to high station from obscurity. 

Florentine Visiter. I would not voluntarily 
illustrate your thesis, if the reflection did not fall 
upon another admirable feature among his who 
now is lying under the canopy of death. 

Our archbishop, three years ago, ordered his six 
best horses to be harnessed for the richest of his 
state-carriages, went in it to the palace, remarked 
to the Granduke that Lent was approaching, that 
luxury was enormous^ that immorality was uni- 
versal, and that nothing could arrest it but a rigid 
observance of the ancient fasts, which had of late 
times been grievously neglected. In fact, it pained 
him to report it, the Florentines were known, in 
that holy season, to eat flesh 1 

“The fault is in great measure mine,’* said 
Ferdinand, “who have enabled them to do it. 
Immorality, which I hope is not so universal 
your lordship thinks, must be discountenanced 
and checked. Let you and me try . . legumes/* 

The archbishop, the fattest man in Florence, or 
perhaps in Italy, and accused of excesses which go 
beyond the stomach a little, reddened at the in- 
smuation, and took his leave. 

I could recount (for memory in hours like these 
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If Aot inactive) many other thingB clmracterMc 
of onr lamented sovran. But humour and face- 
tloninesB are the appurtenances of a light heart 
rather than of a kind one, and rebound for the 
greater part from soinething hard about us.' \Ve 
look for them however when much better things 
are before us ; as we turn our attention from fields 
of ripe com and rich pasturage, sustaint js of life 
and comfort, to any sparkling mineral 
Bid not you, M. Landor, reside one summer at 
the Villa Catani, just behind Poggio Imperiale? 
Limdor, I did. The distance is so short %nd 
situation so eletated, I could see the family 
^m tny terrace, and hear the music ; to which I 
always Ustenod in the evening. For music has 
another effect when it comes from a family no less 
in concord : and it is delightful to think tliat those 
^ho govern us, taste in common our purer de- 
lights. Such are the sources of happiness to these 
good people ! Do any such rise from the fields of 
Austerlitz and Jena ? 

Florentine ViaitM'. Excuse me ; you must have 
heard about the mason. 

JSnglish Visiter, What is that ] 

Fl^entine Visittr. The Graiiduke was much 
occupied in building, and was often out of doors 
among the Ir^oiffCh's. He was watching them one 
day (for masons of all worlyncn want watching 
the most) when a bucketful of i^bbish was thrown 
down, and covered him from head to foot. Some- 
thing of pain #as added to his surprise, and, utter- 
ing one exclamation, he walked to^v"ard the palace 
door on the side of the garden. The labourer 
heard a voice ; and lookiug down, and seeing a 
hat on the ground covered with mortar, he de- 
scended the ladder from curiosity. Turning his 
body from it, the first object he beheld was the 
Qranduke, standing against the vrall under the 
scaffold, and wiping his shoulder. The labourer 
threw himself on his knees . . implored forgive- 
ness . . prayed the Virgin to soften his heart . . 
could never have supposed that his IlighnesB was 
below . . “It is well it was I,” replied the good 
man in the midst of this, and still wiping his 
shoulder and 'his sleeves ; “ say nothing about It.” 
For he knew that, if it had happened to a prime 
minister or a prime menial, the poor creature of 
a mason would have been dismissed. And per- 
haps ho suspeetod it might happen : for, some 
days afterward he asked “ how many were at 
work ;** and, (when it wa.9 told him) “ whether the 
same number had been there constantly.” 

Landor, Inquisitive man' how he idled and 
trified ! and at a time too when the first princes 
and opera-dancers in the world were at the Con- 
gress of Verona, fixing the fate of nations ! 

Florentine Visiter, You probably know Nico- 
lini; if not personally, at least by character, 
Landor, AUhougb I avoid the society of lite- 
rary men, desirous of taking no part in their 
difihrences, and to receive no displeasure or un- 
eealnesB at the recital of their injuries, I have 
twice met him ; as modest a man as he is ^ dis- 
tinguiahed poet 
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Floreniine Visiter, You may also have heard 
the anecdote^ I am about to relate, but this gen- 
tleman may not ; and I think I remember you 
declaring that the repetition of a tale in favour 
of anyone gives you as great pleasure as the first 
hearing. 

English Visiter, That is curious. 

Landor, My reason is this ; there is the proof 
that a good action is not forgotten at once. Tell 
the story, if you please, for I know not what it 
may be. 

Florentine Visiter. NicoUni, our dramatic 
writer, no less enthusiastic in his politics than in 
his foetry, was librarian to iJic Granduke. He 
requested his discharge. “Why so, NicolinU” 
said Perdhiand. “ Highness ! my sentiments are 
adverse to the occupation,” answered he. The 
Granduke was surprised, but knowing that Nico- 
lini was an irreproachable man, and that nothing 
was remoter from his character than ingratitude, 
he replied, “Well, Nicolini, if you insist on your 
discharge, you must have it. 1 have nothing to 
say when your conscience and feelings will not 
permit you to retain the office.” Within four or 
five days his younger brother was promoted to the 
rank of captain ; and going to court on the occa- 
sion, the Granduke asked him very particularly 
how the elder did, without the slightest reference 
to what had passed, and mentioned him as one 
whose talents do honour to his family and his 
country. Soon afterward a new place was created 
for tho republican, more congenial to him ; that 
of lecturer to the Academy of Painting and 
Sculpture. 

In this manner did Ferdinand treat his subjects 
whose sentiments were adverse to liis form of 
government. Ne>^r has any man approached so 
jmear to a command which no one has executed, 

I “ Love those who curse you.” 

Good nature, patience, forbearance, reconcilia- 
tions of one family to jmothcr, the reverse of what 
is assumed for a motto by many rulers, were hia 
daily practices. 

If our laws arc defective, the faul h- nowise his. 
On his return in the plenitude of power, he desired 
the people to decide by which code they would 
be governed, his father’s or Napoleon’s. The 
most celebrated jurists iu Tuscany were oonvokod 
the ministers and judfi-o . *vno ha»i served the 
three or four past governments, did what siicb 
men will always do ; they took, as more condu- 
cive to their power, the looser. Ferdinand i b- 
stained from every remark upon their judgmei it ; 
but no man in bis dominions was less pleased 
with it. 

English Visiter, The patriotic party . . . 

Floreniine Visiter. Congratulated the choice. 

English Visiter. 0 Sismondi I what a bottle of 
ink have these fellows been shaking up for thy 
admirable pen ! How think you, Landor ! what 
a gamer is the study of a man like this ? 

Landor. Nothing is more useful than the study 
of such a philosopher: he is legible to all, and 
intelligible, and impre-ssive : no doubtful dogma, 
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no wayward fancy, no love of wrangling or school- 
ing, no mystery to veil his ignorance, or to 
aggrandise by an uncertain light the factitious 
and dresscd'iip 8j)ectre of his importance. He 
bore (lot me nay it) an ephod on his breast, in- 
scribed with one word . . God. Whatever could 
be commanded from on high, or suggested from 
hence below, to render those about him peace- 
ful and contented, he took, and carried into 
execution. 

Florentine Visiter. We preferred him in gene- 
ral to his father. But there is less agreement on 
the character of reformers than on any other, and 
Leopold was a reformer. His encraicK accuse him 
of avarice, and support their opinion by insisting 
on the inadequate education and slender mainte- 
nance of his natural children. 

Fnglish Visiter. Irony may say of Leopold what 
Flattery said of Cosmo III., that he was pater 
panperum. 

Florentine Visiter. The charges both of parsi- 
mony and imprudence may, I think, be substan- 
tiated against him, in the vast damage he did 
to the pastures and climate, by cutting down 
(.he extensive forests in the Tuscan Apennines. 
Hence many fountiiins and streams arc dried up, 
w hich are much wanted on the declivities, and 
almost as much on the plains; and the soil is 
carried away by the thawing of the snows in 
spring, and by the heavy rains and frequent thun- 
der-storms in summer and autumn. Thousands 
of sheep and goats were pastured formerly where 
at present there arc only rocks and ravines: and 
an honest iuoflciisivc pastoral population is suc- 
ceeded by plunderers and contrabandists. He 
too frequently, but not always, neglected the 
education of Iiis progeny. Sltill, though liberal 
he may not have been in some private trans*” 
actions, he was singularly so to his people at 
large : and if he "was not prodigal to his own 
offspring, he 'was enabled to be the more bene- 
fieeiit to the sick and poor. The hospitals were 
abundantly supplied and carefully attended. Since 
his decease, the lands belonging to them have 
been granted on perpetual leases, their income 
much diminished, and their superintendence much 
neglected. At Pisa the indigent and afflicted are 
so reluctant to enter the hospital, that the num- 
ber of patients is reduced to half, and the accom- 
modation to less. At Florence the public is per- 
mitted to send subsidies of food t'wice a week, 
and insbinccs have occurred of patients suffering 
fatally by the sudden effect of a nutritious meal. 

English VieiU^r. The less contemptible princes 
love money for tlic sake of power ; the more con- 
temptible love power for the sake of money. 
Avarice is condemned in them from a sentiment 
of avarice. Other fiiults injurious in a greater 
degree to public morality are overlooked or for- 
given, 

Florentine Visiter. The principal one of Peter 
Leopold was his employment of spie*^ and 
formers. Curiosity and lust were the motives, 
not cruelty nor suspicion. He and lord Cowper 


divided the beauty of Tuscany ;■ and in such a 
manner that neither should be jealous. In eve^ 
family, high or low, one of the domestics or one 
of the children communicated to the agents of 
the Oranduke a detail of its most minute affldrs. 
No harm probably was perceived in these com- 
munications, which never led to punishment and 
seldom inconvenience, but in reality they did 
greater mischief to our national character than 
the best institutions could remedy or compen- 
sate. Hence venality, bad faith, suspicion, 
cowardice ; hence the prostration of private and 
the extinction of public virtue. A thief 
walked into our societies, cachecked, unmolest^ 
unquestioned. Age lost its dignity, manhood its 
serenity, youth its vivacity, in his presence. All 
bowed before the grand Informer. This creature, 
by name Clietani, has formed the manners of 
two generations, and perhaps the national cha- 
racter for centuries to come. Peter Leopold was 
in such security by his means, that on his depar- 
ture from Tuscany he left ...ehind him not a 
soldier in his capital. 1 wish I could dismiss him 
with merely a charge of unwise curiosity, un- 
worthy suspicion, or a vague indulgence in^lgar 
sensuality ; I wish he had always maintained in 
himself the justice be cnforcccTAii others. 

English Visiter. l}.idhc notl Wc never heard 
any complaints agy.in6t his impartiality. 

Florcntlm Visiter. Hear one then. The counts 
Bel Benino, for services to our city, inherited 
certain advantages, by no means injurious to the 
community ; Leopold cancelled them. Bel Benino 
petitioned him that he might appeal to a court 
of justice; Leopold assented ; the judges fancied 
they should flatter the prince by displaying in 
their decision a luminous proof of his equity, and 
accordingly gave a sentence for the plaintiff. 
Leopold disregarded it, and refused him any 
satisfaction. 

English Visiter. Not only no such injustice, 
but no vice of any kiivl ever was suspected in 
Ferdinand : no virtue, I hear, was deficient, if 
energy be excepted, which in princes is one, and 
among the first, although in other men it Ib 
but the agent of principle. 

Florentim Visiter. En^rlishmen, 1 know, axe apt 
to censure him for his adherence to the IVencL 

English Visiter. 1 am one of those. 

Florentine Visiter. He found a large portion 
of his people led away by theories and promises ; 
all the men of talents, all the men of enterprise. 
Could he oppose his cooks and the canons of the 
cathedral to these and French armies? IJnde- 
sirouB of reigning, he was ardent in his love 
of concord, and was ready to make any . sacri- 
fice to ensure it. He commanded his fhithful 
friends to obey the stronger. Napoleon, who 
knew him, esteemed and loved him; which he 
never did the selfish or the insincere. On the 
fall of that usurper, the Tuscan officers, who had 
^ served under him, applied to Ferdinand for half- 
paja: the Austrians opposed it. " I will not con* 
sent to it,” said Ferdinand. "Gentlemen, yov 
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fought for the French government : you swore to 
defend it : and you did defend it to the last. That 
government has ceased : you will serve me with 
the Same fidelity. Continue to enjoy tlie pay 
you receive, the rank you have merited : but be 
contented, I pray you, with your past victories.” 

English Vidter, No prince, not even the most 
warlike, ever had troops more devoted 1 1 him. I 
do not form my opinion in those places only 
where I have dined among his officers, as I have 
done most days for the last two years ; but expe- 
riencing on eveiy' occasion, in iny travels through 
country, the civility of his soldiers, I have 
always been induced to converse with them about 
nim. I talked the other evening in the fortress 
with a captain now in garrison at Pistoia, who 
, he'd accompanied Bonaparte in most of his cam- 
paigns, and who returned with him among the 
few from Moscow. Confirming the universal sen- 
timent, ho added, placing his hand upon my 
shoulder, There ip something of the Napolcon- 
esque in that man s heart, though it lies so quiet,” 

Florentmc Visiter. It does indeed lie quiet! 
and it is the only one in Tuscany that docs ! 

Th^e is however some consolation in knowing 
tliat his sufferings had ceased before his death, 
and were as.'aiaged by cveiytfiing he heard or saw 
about him. Yesterday he sftit for his famii}^ and 
talked privately and separately with each : to-day 
he desired th^y would conic together. He alone 
was calm: he alone could utter one word: he 
consoled them in few. He told them that his 
Maker had called him, that he was ready, that he 
was going, that he know fhe road. 

Leopold ! take care of my wife, of your poor 
sister here, and of my people.” Then, after a 
pause, “ On these occasions the theatres are 
usually shut a long time : many live by them : 
shorten the period.” 

Leopold fell upon the floor : the women were 
carried from the apartment. They yielded to 
necessity ; but sense haf left them ; and he, who 
was so soon to be a corpse, was the least like one. 
Reason and affection with him had no contest for 
masteiy ; each kept its own, nor went one step 
beyond it. For there was a higlfer power that 
controlled them in their spheres : they were to 
enlighten the earth, but they were to move apart 
from it 

Even in this moment, insupportable to those in 
health and youth, insupportable to those accus- 
tomed to the sight of sickness and sufferance and 
egonising death, he opened his eyes again, and 
said, '' I have yet one duty : call my physicians.” 
They entered. 

** Gentlemen,” said he, "three nights of watch- 
fhlness at my bed-side, where you, together with 
my beloved wife, have been constantly, ought to 
be followed by some repose. But I wished to tell 
you with my own lips, how certain 1 am that 
everything you have done for me has been done 
wisely. I thank you.” 

Tet he knew it was by their mismanagement 
be was dying. 


AND FLORENTINE VISITER. 

The efforts he liad made, to perform whatever 
duty hi.H heart could dictate, at last exhausted 
him ; and his mind, before it left the body, wan- 
dered witli him, 

" 1 have been in Austria and in Bohemia,” said 
he, after what seemed insensibility and torpor, 
" and now I have seen all my friends.” 

Landerr. Beloved Ferdinand ! thou hast not 
seen them half, even in vision ; but thou shalt 
sec them hereafter ; they will press arjund thee 
from all countries, in all ages. 

Nothing can be spoken so gloriously of any 
priqce in modern days, as this of Ferdinand; that, 
although he had to apprehciuV the authority of a 
relative, who on other occasions 'had sacrificed the 
members of his family on the altars of bad faith 
and blind ambition, he nevertheless stepped forth, 
in the calmness of courage and in the strength of 
virtue, to comfort the menaced and to alleviate 
the oppressed. The greatest power on earth, or 
that ever existed on earth, is the power of the 
British public; its foundation morals, its fabric 
wiadoin, its circumvallation wealth. Yet this 
mighty power, which could overawe the universe, 
and (wdiat is boiter) could fix its destinies, was, 
in less embarrassing circumstances, almost inert. 
Far am I from the inclination of lighting up a 
fire to invite around it the idle, the malevolent, 
the seditious : I v'ould however subscribe my 
name, to ensure the maiiilenance of those persons 
who shall have lost their country for having 
punished with death its oppressor, or for having 
attempted it and failed. Lot it first be demon- 
strated tliat lie hath annulled the constitutional 
laws, or retracted his admissal or violated his 
promise of them, or that ho holds men not bom 
his subjects, nor reduced to that condition by 
legitimate war, in servitude and thraldom, or 
hath assisted or countenanced another in such 
offences. No scorn, no contumely, no cruelty, no 
single, no multiplied, injustice, no destruction, 
is enough, excepting tlie destruction of that upon 
which all society is constituted, under which 
all security rests, and all hope lies at an- 
chor, faith. Public wrongs may and ought to 
be punished by private vindication, where the 
tongue of Law is paralysed by the bane of Des- 
potism ; and the action whiel iu ci'vil life is the 
worst, becomes, where civ ism lies beneath power, 
the most illustrious that maguauimity can achieve. 
The calmest and wisest men that ever lived were 
unanimous in this sentence ; it is sanctioned by 
the laws of Solon, and sustained by the authority 
of Cicero and Aristoteles. The latter, mild and 
moderate as he was, goes a great way farther than 
I have ventured.* Teachers, the timid and se- 
cluded, point it out to youth among a thou- 
sand pages; colleges ring with it over chants 
and homilies ; Piety closes her thumbed lesson 
and articulates less tremulously this response. 
The street cries Cfesar, the study whispers 
BrutvLs, Degenerate men have never been bo 
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degenerate, tlie earth is not yet so effete, as not | 
to rear up one imitator of one ^eat deed. Glory 
to him! peace, prosperity, long life, and like 
descendants! 

Remember, brave soul! this blow fixes thy 
name above thy contemporaries. Doubt not, it 
will have its guard to stand under it, and to fill 
the lamp that shows thy effigy. Great actions 
call forth great eloquence, as great eloquence 
calls fortl^ great actions. There have been those 
who, after the battle, could raise the dead above 
the living, the unfortunate above the prosperous : 
there have been those who could give even to the j 
trophies of Marathoai a fresh and livelier interest: 
there have been ihose who, in tlic midst of this 
interest, could turn the eyes of the city away 
from them, to the despoiled and unsepulchred on 
the plains of Chcronea. With us let there be the 
will ; and let the failure (if failure there must be) 
lie with higher powers. In that thought alone is 
all-sufficient consolation. 

Ours is the time for associations to reward the 
extinction of despots, since it is certain that none 
such as those 1 have pointed out, is now living to 
be ofleiided or alarmed. If the richer of our pa- 
triots would offer an asylum and a subsisi/ence, in 
America to him who should punish them on their 
rising, no doubt can be entertained that every 
gazette in Europe, royal and imperial, will be or- 
dered to announce the resolution : for what ser- 
vice can bo rendered to monarchs, equal to that 
of making them respectable I 

So well known to me is their liberality, I should 
not be .surprised if, for this proposal, they consign 
to me through their ambassadors more crosses 
and stars than would cover the convexity of the 
most Christian King, and more ribbon than 
would surround it ; a fortune of itself, and not 
unmerited (let me say it) at their hands. , 

English Vimter. Perliaps they may entertain 
some idle doubts concerning your veneration for 
their institutions. 

Florenthie V'isU('r, On the Continent men have 
ceased to dispute about the different forms of 
government, and care only about the difference in 
its administration. The Milanese think theirs 
the worst ; the Parmesans doubt ; the Modenese 
dare not, do even that, for fear of their wives and 
confesRorR. The name of the Emperor Francis is | 
inccRsantlv eulogised by your English ministry, ' 
who know about aa much of the popular opinion 
in Europe as of the popular opinion in the planet 
Saturn. 1 vdll tear out one page from his history, 
and give it you. Count Gonfalonicre threw him- 
self at the empress’s feet, in Milan, and requested 
her intercession, that, having lost the use of his 
limbs, he might he conveyed to his son’s prison, to 
know whether he were alive or dead, and, if living, 
bless him once more, and bear the consolatory 
tidings to his wife and children. The empress 
told him she was unable to influence her husband 
In political affairs. However, she did exert the 
powers of which she doubted ; and she prevailed. 
The supplicant could not but consider his admit- 


tance to the emperor as an act of oieniencyi and 
began to hope that he might again see thefiice of 
a beloved son, if indeed the prison were one of 
those into which daylight ever entered. 

" 0 sire ! spare the life of my child J ** cried he^ 
spreading one hand on the ffoor, and raising the 
other to conceal his tears, if Heaven and youi 
Majesty b'lve preserved him so long, in pity to my 
years and infirmities, my prayers and sorrows. Few 
days of existence arc now j ert me : let him think 
(for he was ever the most affectionate of sons) that 
my shfferings have not shortened them. It may 
be a crime in him to love his country, too ardentlpKi 
too hopelessly, too inconsiderately; but he has 
injured and would injure no one.” ** Your son, 
Count Gonfalonicre,” calmly replied his Apostolic 
Majesty, “ is in a better condition than I should, 
have been in, if I had fallen into his power.” 
He ceased, and looked aside. 

The old man had strength to rise, and courage 
to walk away. ^ Those inhabitants of Milan who 
retained some respect for the'^impcrial dignity, 
ceased to salute the Emperor of Austria, slipp^ 
into any shop, or house, or gateway, when they 
saw his carriage, and recollected another 6^*eech 
as humane of another dignitary as exalted; 

Let him die, so ^ to feel he'is. dying.” 

At his arrival, two*’lays before, a loyal French- 
man congratulated* a loyal Milanese on the ap* 
plaiisc his Majesty had received at the theatre : 
the Milanese replied, All very Wl ! all very 
well ! but we are poor ; and it costs us a great 
deal of money to applaud so*.” I was present 
and heard it. * 

EnglUh Visiter. You, sir, I presume are a lite- 
raiy man : you then can inform me whether the 
report is true, that Ferdinand was no great fa- 
'vourer of letters. 

Florentine Visiter. I am afraid there is some 
foundation for it. We have many among us ca- 
pable of reflecting lustre on our city, if they were 
properly encouraged. t 

Landor. Encourage then one another; this 
is the properest of encouragement, and the 
most effectual. The best princes are often bad 
judges of literature; would you wish them to 
give what is not duo ? to encourage what is not 
worthy ? 

English Visiter. Landor, do not wantonly make 
yourself enemies in the literary world : you will 
hardly find two authors in England who can en- 
dure to hear your name mentioned, you are so 
illiberal. The Tories hate you for your abhor- 
rence of the Holy Alliance, the Whigs for your 
contempt of Napoleon. 

Landor. This Holy Alliance will soon appear 
unholy to every nation in Europe. I despised 
Napoleon in the plenitude of his power no - less 
than others despise him in the solitude of his 
exile : I thought him no less an impostor when 
he took the ermine than when he took the emetic. 
I confess I do not love him the better, as some 

* StH bose, 8ta bune ; ma Biamo poveri ed costa gnw 
dinaro 
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memnaries in England and Scotland do, for Hav- 
ing been the enemy of my country; nor should I 
love him the less for it had his enmity been prin- 
cipled and manly. 

FlwerUine Visiter. At least he patronised the 
arts, the sciences^ and literature in general. 

Landor. He had this merit, and much more, 
above the other potentates of the age; but not 
enough vithal to raise him above contempt, if 
falsehood and subterfuge, if envy and malice, if 
dastard cruelty and deliberate murder deserve it. 
Usually even the worst men are friendly to those 
who liave adopted their principles. In whatman- 
did this cruel wretch treat his enthusiastic 
admirer and humble follower, Toussaint L’Ouvcr- 
ture 1 He was thrown into a subterranean cell, 
solitary, dark, damp, pestiferously unclean, where 
H<rheumatism racked his limbs, and where famine 
terminated his existence. Few can think those 
of their contemporaries great who never have 
trampled on them. Greatness must have a fierce 
or a mysterious air^ sounding title/ a swaggering 
gait, a swollen purse, a priest before, a lawyer at 
the side, and a hangman after him. You terrify 
me less by conjuring up this phantom before me, 
than l5y opening to me my dangers on the side of 
literature. In gland, it fjeems, an author is 
forced to pay»out of his integrity for even a nar- 
i^w and incommodious 6eat*in it, and only a few 
receive free tickets. In countries where there is 
less honour, generally there is incomparably more 
in this quarter. A literary man in France, for 
example, feels for the honour of his order, as a 
woman feels everywhere fqr the honour of her sex. 

English Visiter. You would deprive them of 
their vails and perquisites ; you would let them 
live by sucking and licking one another, like 
young bears. They can not be fond and loving 
when they are hungry. 

Florentine. Visiter. Ours are courteous in the 
' extreme, and lend one another praise, ideas, and 
dresses. We have amon^ the rest some excellent 
improvisatori ; a race peculiar to our Italy. 

Landor. Long be it so! hn^rrovisaton ever 
rose above mediocrity; few have reached it. 
Poetry, like wine, requires a gently* and regular 
and long fermentation. What is it if it can buoy 
up no wisddla, no reflection ? if we can throw into 
it none of our experience '! if no repository is to be 
found in it for the gems we have collectc<l, at the 
price sometimes of our fortunes, of our health, 
and of our peace 1 Your m^^ro'i’isa^oWlet drop 
their verses as a string of mules their morning 
oats, for miles together. The Italian habit of 
emvoersaaimif as those assemblies arc called where 
people do anything rather than converse, pro- 
duces the same effect on the minds of your coun- 
trymen as brandy does on the bodies of your grey- 
hounds : it stupefies them, takes away their 
strength, and makes them little all their lives. 
The first thing a young person who wishes to be 
:a poet has to do, is, to conquer his volubility ; to 
compress in three verses what he had easily 
.thrown off in twelve ; and to be an ho^ir about 


what cost him minute. If he has a knack for 
verses, he must break it and forget it. Both the 
poet and the painter should acquire facility and 
I frankness ; but they must be exercised with dis- 
i cretion; they must be sternly regulated, and in 
great part suppressed. The young poet will re- 
monstrate, and more often scoff : he will appall 
you by placing before you the deep mouth of 
Pindar and his mountain-torrents. Tell him, and 
tell older ones too, that Pindar of all poets is the 
most accurate and the most laborious. 

Florentine VisiUr. Pardon mo, sir, for cross- 
ing your string of mules, if any are behind *. we 
remember Gorilla. 

Landor. But who rememticrs her poetry 1 I 
have read the best of it, and have read better 
from our farmers and shepherds, and nearly as 
good from our bellmen. I could pliilosophise 
much upon this subject : but my mind is not 
framed as moat arc. They philosophise beat when 
they are grave ; I when I am gay ; for nothing 
then exhausts or tires me : when 1 am grave I go 
down fast. Drive a guinea fowl under my win- 
dow, or but rcpc.'it to me several times the same 
word in the same key, and in vain do I look for 
wand or glass : T am in dejection and darkness. 
I shall defend, as well as I can without much 
reasoning, the character of Ferdinand, on his 
imputed neglect of literary men in general. 

The school of natural history is close to hia 
palace ; and his first conversation on matters of 
science was with Fontana, the director. It was 
the custom of this professor, as some of you have 
told me, when any stranger of distinction visited 
the cabinet and admired his preparations, to step 
suddenly into the room, his hand.s covered with 
blood or some chejnical injection, and to make a 
l^housand apologies for the negligence of his dress, 
protesting that he was obliged to do everything 
himself, even the most sordid and the most minute. 
The poor assistant, en intelligent and scientific 
man, who had done everything delicnto and diffi- 
cult, heard this month after month ; sighod at 
his obscurity and poverty, and (iieplier still at 
the hopclcsnesB of celebrity, of honest hard-earned 
reputation, of even thriftless justice ; and threw 
him.self into the Arno. What must have been the 
pangs that swelled to such insanity so unasj)iring 
a breast ! We take fir^* and burn out presently : 
we call ourselves the feeling, and feel little: 0 
what must lie, unfortunate man I have suffered. 

Ferdinand ,kncw the story afterward. He then 
remembered the odes and sonnets (or at least the 
baseness of them) addressed to him on all occa- 
sions, by those who rejoiced in the same measures 
on his expulsion from the throne, and saluted his 
successor as warmly. 

Florentine Visiter. We are a nation of praisers; 
we mean nothing by it. 

English Visiter , Do not complain then if you 
get nothing by it. 

Florentine Visiter. Sir, when you alighted at 
! the inns on the road, did not ouc poei<aater or 
1 other bring up a sonnet in your ju*ai^r. as Fantou? 
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med^ ignorant and indifferent who and what you 
were 1 Juet so do all the rest, whether to princes 
or private men, and expect to be rewarded in the 
same manner and proportion. Mr. Landor is 
prejudiced against the Tuscans in general, the 
Florentines in particular. 

Landin'. I hope and believe I am not I have 
f<mnd at the distance of twenty miles from 
Florence some of the best people I have ever yet 
conversed with. Tlio country folks are frank, 
hospitable, courteous, laborious, disinterested, and 
eager to assist one another. I have sat among 
them by the hour, almost the only company in 
the nation I could ever endure half so long ; and. 
at the first time of seeing me, the whole family 
has told me its most intimate concerns. The 
mother has enlarged on the virtues and excused 
the faults of her husband ; and the daughter has 
asked me whether I was married ; and whether 

I liked it ; as she intended to take a husband in 
the beginning of the carnival . . Stefano . . I 
must know him . . and had bought the bed and 
hemmed the sheets and folded and packed up the 
corredo ; telling me that there is nothing in the 
world so pleasant as the beginning of the carnival 
. . such fun ! ** Matta ! cries the mother, and 
smiles at me. 

Florentine Visiter. 0 gentlemen, there are 
girls in Florence that will say a great deal more 
than that to you in half the time : and I promise 
you wo have as wortby men among us (if you do 
not want to eat with ’em or ask a favour of ’em) as 
any upon earth. Selfishness and insincerity are 
tlirown out against us ; the worse indeed, in public 
or in private, are sure to laugh at his simplicity 
from whom they receive a benefit ; but the better 

II hope) arc disposed to excuse it. 

Enyluh Vimter. You seem rather shy about 
tlic main question, and let the old fact stand. 
Ferdinand was parsimonious, was he not '( 

Landor, Parsimony is the vice of the country. 
The Italians were always, far exceeding all other 
nations, parsimonious and avaricious ; the Tuscans 
beyond all other Italians ; the Florentines beyond 
all other Tuscans. So scandalous an example of 
it as occurred a few months ago, is, I hope and 
believe, unparalleled. Prince Corsini married a 
woman of immense fortune, by whom he has a 
family of eight children. He took a mistress : 
the wife languished and died. He gave orders 
that all her clothes should be sold by auction in 
hia palace ; old gowns, old petticoats, old shifts, 
old shoes, old gloves ; even articles at the value 
of one penny, such as excited the derision of some, 
the blushes of others, the horror of not a few. 
There had been no quarrel between the wife and 
husband. She was beautiful, engaging, sweet- 
tempered, compliant, domestic. She sank from 
the world which her virtues had adorned, and 
had been seven days in her grave, when prosti- 
tutes paraded the street before her palace, wear- 
ing those dresses in which the most exemplaiy 
ji mothers had given the last lessons of morality j 
to her daughters. The prince is one of thej 


richest men on the Continent : he is supposed to 
spend about a tenth of his income : and the sale 
produced fourteen pounds. This example is 
necessary for the defence of Ferdinand. He had 
experienced the vicissitudes of fortune ; he had 
twice been forced from his throne; he had a 
family to provide for ; yet the taxes were equable 
and moderate ; and property and its comforts, in 
no portiol! of the globe, are so well distributed 
and so general as in Tuscany. He did not throw 
away his money among idlers and sycophants in 
courtfor college. 

English Visiter, No, no ! Quiet and as much 
in the shade as he could be, he was not to 
tickled or intoxicated by a sonnet or a sermon. 
When he observed them on the surface, he swam 
down the stream (I hear) and let them founder. 

Landor, Generosity does not rest upon the*' 
purse ; nor is the sovran most worthy of esteem 
for liberality who gives most among those about 
him. Believe me, my friends, novel and strange 
and uncomfortable as it may VjPpeaJ* to you, the 
generosity of a prince is parsimony. Ferdinand 
had more pleasure at being praised by villager# 
in their carts, pressing down their figs and turn- 
ing their peaches, than by professors in the’^halr 
or canonics in the piilpH. He »' 'Cr went out of 
his way to meet it : it met liim everywhere. 

English Visiter. Tlat must be an admirable^ 
prince whom nonc*of your poets thinks it a good 
speculation cither to praise or libel.. 

Florentine Visiter. Such in his latter days was 
the felicity of Ferdinand; and those who now 
extol him, turn their eyes another way, and watch 
the countenance of the son. 

Landi>r. May he prove his good sense and 
rectitude, by paying none for praises ! As for 
tears, if they are due, let them flow on. Were I 
in his place, I would not wipe them away, nor 
give a pinch of snuff to increase them. 

English Visiter. While you are in this humour^ 
and are possessed by the right feeling in all It# 
warmth and fulness, I wish you would compose 
an elegy on the occasion ; as our critics are of 
opinion that you are sadly deficient in the true 
pathetic. 

Landor. I|) would ill become me to hold an 
argument against men of such geniiut and judg- 
ment as our critics ; and it would fare badly with 
me if 1 could prove them to be mistaken. I might 
attempt an elegy, were it possible that persons in 
the same station as Ferdinand’s could be improved 
or moved by it. But to affect an immodemte 
grief, as poets do, on the death of princes, is the 
worst of hypocrisy : it being certain that there 
can be little or no sympathy between them, what- 
ever respect may be borne by those who are 
swayed by imagination toward the re^ chaxaeter. 

I do not assert that my grief remans for days, 
or even hours, together, violent or unremitted, 
although it has done so once or twice : but sel- 
dom have I thought of a lost friend or unfoHunate 
companion, be it at the distance of thirty or of 
forty years, that the thought is not as intense aad 
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aad of long a vi»itatio&, as it was at have no right to deprive anyone of a tender sent! 
first Even those* with whom I have not lived, ment, by talking in an unknown tongue to him, 
,aiid whom Indeed 1 have never seen, affect me by when his heart would listen and answer to hU 
eympathy, as though I had known them inti- own : we have no right to turn a chapel into a 
mately, and I hold with them in my walks many library, locking it with a key which the lawful 
ufiaginary conver.sations. Since the time of proprietors can not turn. 

Chaucer there have been only two poets who at Jtcdian Fmter. It is rarely we find an epitaph 
all rescgnble him ; and these two are widely in which the thought, if novel, is not superfioi^. 
dissimilar one from the other, Bums aid Keats. Where there is only one, it should be striking or 
The accuracy and truth with which Chaucer has affecting 

described the manners of common life, with the Landor, But it is an error to imagine that 
fore-ground and back-ground, are also to be found every thought must be either., Truth, in these 
in Burns, who delights in broader strokes of ex- documents and appeals, should oftener be re- 
:;3rnal nature, but equally appropriate. He has | mal*kable for simplicity thiip force. It sinks 
parts of genius which Chaucer has not in the j deeplier into the mind by insinuating than by 
same degree ; the animated and pathetic. Keats, striking, and is more acceptable for grace than for 
in his Endymion, is richer in imagery than either : novelty. 

'i«and there are passages in which no poet has , English Visiter. Yet you yourself in these 
arrived at the same excellence on the same ground, compositions, as in the rest, are more valued for 
Time alone was wanting to complete a poet, who originality. 

already far surpassed all his ‘ contemporarie.s in Landor. My valuers in general know not 
this country, in ^he poet’s most* noble attri- exactly what it is they value mo for, and often 
bates. If anything could engage me to visit , take for originality what they have heard, and 
Rome, to* endure the sight of her scarred perhaps have said, with some slight difference, 
and aMrful ruins,, telling their stories on the I have written things wliich others have written 
grondd in the midst of bell-ringers and panto- before, not indeed in the same words precisely, 
mimes ; if I ceiifld lot chari\el-houses and opera- and therefore not affecting the reader in the same 
houses, cqnitels and popes^ tribunes and cardi- manner; and these things I should certainly 
1^8, senatorial orators and preaching friars, liave conceived, whether they had or had not. 
clash in my mind ; it would* be that I might It is quite impossible that any two men, of Intel- 
afterward sp^^d an hour in solitude, whore the lect and imagination, should reason long on the 
pyramid of Cestius stands against the wall, and same subject, and never encounter any similar 
points to the humbler tombs of Keats and Shel- thought, any similar imago. In one the thought 
ley. Nothing so attract^s my heart as mins in will be more complete, fhe image more compact, 
deserts, or so repels^ it as ruins in the circle of more proportionate, more animated. The eon- 
ihshion. What is so shocking as the hard verity trary would bo as incredible as that two birds, 
of Death swept by the rustling masquerade of close to each othei^in the same field, and striking 
Life I And does not Mortality of herself teach us >their beaks and claws into the same turf for nutri- 
how little we are, without placing us amid the ment, should not hit upon the same grains and 
trivialities of patchwork pomp, where Virgil led animalcules. 

the Gods to found an empire, where Cicero saved . English Visiter, ITour enemies, who often 
and Oeesar shook the world ! | call you strange and perverse, never call you 

Florentine Vinter. *1 wish, sir, you would , superficial, 
favour us with a Latin inscription for the tombs i Landor. They know not and heed not what 
of the gentlemen whose names you mentioned, j they say. Never have I done anything designedly 
since the pathetic is not requisite iu that species j to attract the public notice, which is ordinarily 
of composition. attracted not by the slow operation of silent 

Landor. Although I have written at various power, but by a rapid and iujossaut display of 
times ft great number of such inscriptions, as peculiarities and freaka in the most public paths 
parts of literature, yet I think nothing is so of literature. But my groundwork, in common 
absurd if you only inscribe them on a tomb, with that which brings the crowd about it, must 
Why should extremely few persons, the least of necessity be superficial. In the matter laid on 
capable perhaps of sympathy, be invited to sym- the superficies, and in the manner of laying it, is 
pathise, while thousands are excluded from it by all the difference. It is as intolerable to keep 
* the iroh grate of a dead languagel Those who reading over perpetual sharpnesses as it is to 
read a l^tin inscription are the most likely to keep walking over them. What is ample and 
know already the character of the defunct, and capacious has room enough for elevation, not 
no new feelings are to be excited in them : but whut is ciroumscrihed and contracted. What we 
the language of the country tells the ignorant admire in a park is inadmissible in a cabbage- 
who he was that lies under the turf before them ; garden. Taylor the Platonist had resolved on 
and> if he was a stranger, it naturalises him sacrificing a bull to Jupiter : foolish enough * 
among them ; it gives him friends and relations ; more foolish to select for the place of sacrifice a 
it Ixrit^ to him and detains about him somo ;^ho little back-parlour-floor. The bull whisked his 
may imiUte, many who will lament him. We tall in the worshipper’s fiice, inculcating the im- 
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mediate necessity of a fresh ablution, and burst 
away through the window. 

[n composition no height is attainable without 
many preliminary steps along much lower ground. 
That which appearn, and really is, plain, humble, 
and (if you please) superficial, in my writings, 
may induce other men to think deeply. Whether 
^ey are road in the present age or in the next, 
‘occupies no more my speculation than whether it 
be this moriiing or thu? afternoon. 

E/Kilisk Vi'iiter. Are you certain that in their 
inforcuces they arc all quite sound'? 

Lamlor. Indeed I do not know perfectly that 
they arc : but they will give such exercise in 
discussing them as always tends to make other 
men’s healthier : for questions of religion, on the 
points that now stick uppermost, arc avoided by 
me, because they produce the contrary effect, in 
the fostering of scorn and malice. 

English Visitor. We are in the full enjoyment 
of single blessedness when wc espouse no party 
and no church. Among few reasoners, living and 
deceased, you set us the example of abstaining 
from controversies ; the example of giving truth 
for nothing, and of valuing it above all price. 
Shelley and Keats w^ere neither less ingenuous 
nor less averse to disputation. 

Lavdor. It was not my fortune (shall I call it 
good or bad now they arc dead '!) to know those 
young men who, within so short a space of time, 
have added two more iiuinortal names t-o the 
cemeteries of Komo. Upon one of them I have I 
Written what by Jio means satisfies me. ! 

English Vmiir. T*ray let me hear it, if you j 
retain it in your memory. 

Landor, I rarely do retain anything of my 
own : and i)robably you will 'never find a man 
who has lieard me repeat a line. But here it is u 
you may read it yourself. 

English VisiU'r. 

Fjiir HTui fm* wiul of poesy, O Keats ! 

() lio'wniy Uiiiiples throb, niy hciU't-blcKKl beats, 

At every iniiiKa*. every word of thine I 
Thy hohoin, pierted by Envy, drops to rest. 

Nor lieurcst tlioii the friendlier voice, nor soest 
The sun of fancy eliuib along thy line. 

Put under it, although a vipcnius brood 
That stnug iiu Orplieiis (in a elinu* more rude 
Than Uhodope and Ilwinus frown upon) 

Still wriihcH and liisscs, and peers out for more 
Whose buoyant blood they leave concreted gore, 

'I'liy flowers root dettp and split the creviced ston<.;. 
Ill may T speculate on scenes to come, 

Yet I w'ould dream to meet thoo at our liome 
With Sjx nser’.s quiet, Chaucer’s livelier ghost. 
Cognate to thino , . . not higher, and less fair . . . 

And Madalene and Isabella there 

Shall say. without thee half our lovet were loti. | 

Here indeed is little of the pathetic. You must 
rather have been thinking on the depravity of 
those who exert>ed their popularity to depress 
him, heedless that it precipitated him to the 
tomb. 

Landor, If I bore malice toward any man I 
should wish him to write against me : but poor 
Keats, sinking undei the blow, perceived not the 


incurable ignominjit inflicted by its recoil oft 
the executioner. 

English Ymter, Such people as Gififord are to 
be acquitted : for how could they feel his poetry 
or estimate his virtues 1 Gifford is the Hantet 
Wilson of our literary world; the wltherer of 
young names. With the exception of Matthias 
he is the dullest, as Byron is the sharpestf of our 
satirists.^ 

Landor. I have no recollection of anything 
written by the couple you lueutioned with Byron ; 
but af him and of his sharpness we think alike, 
lie has not exerted all his force, or he has not 
experienced all his felicity, on me. Rather than 
the world should have been a loser in this part of 
his poetry, I would have corrected and eiflaiiged 
for him what he composed about me^ and 1 would 
have furnished him with fresh materials. I only* 
u isb 1 could have diverted his pen from Southey. 
While he wrote or spoke against me alone, 1 said 
nothing of him in print or conversation : but the 
taciturnity of^pride gave way immediately to my 
zeal in defence of my friend. What I write is not 
written on slate : and no finger, not ofTime him- 
self, who dips it in the clouds of years, can eflhoe 
it. To condemn what is evil and to oomhiend 
what is good is consistent. To s^3ben aif asperity; 
to speak all the good ^ we can after w6rse than we 
wish, is that, and luore. If 1 must understand 
I be meaning of consistency as many do, I wirii 
I maybe inconsistent with all my enemies. There 
are many hearts which have risen higher and Sunk 
lower at his tales, and yet have been shocked and 
sorrowed at his nntimply dpth a great deal ISss 
than mine has been. ' Honour and glory to him 
for the extensive good he did I peace and 
ness for the partial evil ! 

English Visiter. Good resolations, like good 
wine, arc the bettor the longer they are kept. 
Byron was irritable and selfish, restless and in- 
sincere : but what sliall we say of his old enemies 
across the Border, descending on Keats as he 
entered the field, aiul liringing down the loyal 
militia and .supplementary sharp-shooters of the 
Edinburgh press, until he had surrendered his pen 
and breathed, his last? 

Landor. Let us say that they have done, and 
hope that they will yet do, better things. They 
might, like the beneficent deity of old mythology, 
have fixed a new Delos, a Delos among ‘the 
Cyclades of poetry. Fame often rests at first 
upon something accidental ; and often too is swept 
away, or for a time removed : hut neither genius 
nor glory is conferred at once; nor do they 
glimmer and fiill, like drops in a grotto, at a 
shout. Their foundations in the beginning 
may be scooped away by the slow machinery of 
malicious labour; but after a season they in- 
crease with every surge that comes against them, 
and harden at every tempest to which they are 
exposed. 

English Visiter. But certwnly there are ble- 
misjkes in Keats, which strike the most incurioui 
and inobservant beholder. 
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Landor, If so, why expose them 1 why triumph 
over them 1 In Keats, I acknowledge, there are 
many wild thoughts, and there are expressions 
which even outstrip them in extravagance : but 
in. none of our poets, with the sole exception of 
Shakspeare, do wt* find so many phrases so happy 
in their boldness. 

English Visiter. There is a more vivid spirit, 
more genuine poetry, in him than im any of his 
contemporaries ; in whom it has rarely its full 
swing ; but the chords (excepting in Bums and 
Moore) are flattened, as it were, by le8.veB or 
feathersjon them. The ' Coiinection' has given ym 
also some elbowings and shovings. 

LaTidoT, And how much more reasonably than 
they were given to such gentle creatures as Keats ! 
He, like many other authors, young and aged, 
traversed in criticism both marsh and crag, to fill 
his bosom with every bitter and every thorny 
plant, that might pierce, blister, or inquiet it. : 
I never look for them nor sec them. The whole 
world might vjite against me/ and leave me 
ignorant of it to the day of my death. A friend 
who announces to me such things, has perfonned 
the last act of^his friendship. It is no more 
paMonable, than to lift up the gnat-net over 
my bed, oi^r’^retext of showing me there arc 
gnats in the room. If I owed a man a grudge, 

I would get him to wrfte against mo : but if 
anybody owed me one, he wdbld come and tell me 
of it. 

English Vmter. You appear more interested 
ft,])Out this youth than about Burns, whom I have 
known you extol to the skies. 

Landor. I do not recollect what I wrote on 
Bums, for I seldom keep a copy of anything, but | 
I know that I wrote it many years after his de- ^ 
cease, which was hardly less deplorable thaiij j 
Keats’s. One would imagine that those who, 
for the honour of our country, ought to havo 
guarded’ and watched over this prodigy of genius, 
had considered only how they could soonest 
despatch him from tJle eaHh. They gave him 
a disreputable and sordid place, exactly of the 
kind in which he would indulge his only bad 
propensity. 

English Visiter. And T now remember that 
you allude to this propensity, not without an 
acknowdodgment that yon yourself would have 
ioiued him in its excess. 

Landor. How so % If you can recollect it, the 
critics will thank you for it. 

English Visiter. These, I think, are the verses. 

Had we two met, blithe-hearted Burns, 

Tho’ water is my dally drink, 

May God forgive me but I think 
We should have roared out toasts by turns. 

Inquisitive low whispering cares 
Had found no room in cither pate. 

Until I asked thee, rather late, 

Is there a hand-rail to the stairs ! 

Landor. My Bacchus is, I protest, as innocent 
m Cowley’s mistress : but, with a man like ©urns, 
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I do not know whether I should have cried out 
very 

(^uO me Baeohe rapief 

English Visiter. The Scotch, never delicate or 
dexterous in ridicule, bantered in their coarse 
manner the poetry of Keats. It is their practice, 
and a practice not confined to them, to hinder 
popularity in its first ascent; and, when theylsan 
not hinder it, to attend upon it obsequiously and 
overload it with incense. From their stiflhess 
and awkwardness they do not appear at first sight 
an inconstant people ; yet none is less ashamed 
of committing the most open and scandalous in- 
constancy. • 

A celebrated author, whose name will survive 
many centuries, wrote in favour of the Princess 
of Wales while the old king was living, against 
hor when , she had lost her protector. He flattered , 
her husband, who had all the vices of all tho 
Keros, without one virtue or semblance of virtue ; 
who abandoned two contemporary wives, oveiy 
mistress, every relative, every friend, and every 
supporter. 

Landor. Can it bo ? Excuse my question : you 
know my utter ignorance of parties in the literary 
circles, and how little I am disposed to believe 
what they assert one of another. 

Engli^ Visiter. The truth of this is notorious. 
The same writer composed and sang a triumphal 
song on the death of a minister whom in his life- 
time ho had flattered, and who was just in coflin 

when the Minstrel sang " The fox is run to earth 
not among a few friends, but in the presence of 
many who neither loved nor esteemed, neither 
applauded nor countenanced him. Constable of 
Edinburgh hear^ him, and related the fact to 
Curran, who expressed his incredulity with great 
vehemence, and his abhorrence with greater than 
his incredulity. 

Landor. 1 believe there has rarely been a less 
energetic or less consistent Rt.atesiDan than Mr. 
Fox : but be was friendly and ailectionate ; b** .vas 
a gentleman and a scholar. Whoii I heard of his 
decease, and how he had been abandoned at Chis- 
wick by his colleagues in the ministiy, one of whom 
he had raised to notice and distinction, I grieved 
that such indignity siiould nave befallon him, even 
in the midst of the reeoi'o Uon that honester men 
had experienced as unworthy and as ungrateful 
friends. 1 detested his abandonment of right 
principles in a coalition with a minister he had 
just before denounced ; and I deplored his habit 
of gaming; a vice which brings after it more 
misery than any other, and perhaps than all 
united ; and which misery &llg on wives, mothcir:. 
and children; who never shared in the indul- 
gence of that selfish passion. In a parliamentary 
leader it is the most pernicious; because it 
alienates from him the most respectable and the 
most efficient supporters, and deprives a good 
cause of good men. For this reason, and indeed 
on this ground alone, I wi’otc a Latin epitaph, not 
in honour to him, but certainly not to gratify any 
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reseatxnent^ which was very &r from me ; nor with 
any desire to be countenanced by the wealthier of 
the aristocracy, which was equally so ; and least 
of all to ingratiate myself with the most prodi^te 
prince that ever was tolerated by the English 
people ; a wretch impure as Nero, and heartless 
as Caligula. 

Tyrants and usurpers, or those who would 
become so, are the only persons whose death 
should be the subject rejoicing over wine ; 
and it is braver and more generous to compass it 
than to sing it. Fox too had sung over wine ; 
perhaps in that very room where he was lying in 
his shroud ; but ncvcj; did he exult in the death 
of an adversary, or look through his brimming 
glass at another’s tears. He was not always a 
patriotic or conscientious statesman, nor very 
strenuous at any time against corruptions and 
abases : but many were then lamenting him ; all 
who ha<i ever known him personally. For in pri- 
vate life he was so amiable, that his political vices 
seemed to them but weaknesses, and oftentimes 
even as deep-laid schemes for some beneficent 
system : and he spoke with such warmth and con- 
fidence, that there appeared to he in his character, 
in despite of the importunity and pressure of 
numberless proofs against him, both energy and 
prudence. 

English Vuiter. To discover, or to recapitulate, 
or to report, what is disadvantageous to man or 
author, is little praiseworthy: but to find merit in 
others is itself a merit ; unless it is found, as hares 
are found, only to be run down. To be assaulted 
by satire or undermined by criticism, is deplorable 
to those chiefly to whom authorship is a profession, 
and whose families must waste away with the 
poison thrown into the fountari-head of their 
subsistence. I wish you yourself had never 
cracked the whip over Byron, diATerently as he 
was situated. 

Landor. I expressed the same wish the first 
moment it' was right and lawful. 

English Visiter. There was something in his 
mind not ungraceful nor inelegant, although from 
a deficiency of firmness, it wanted dignity. He 
issued forth against stronger and better men than 
himself, partly through wantonness and malignity, 
partly through ignorance of their powers and 
worth, and partly through impatience at their 
competition. He could comprehend nothing 
heroic, nothing disinterested. Shelley, at the gates 
of Pisa, throw himself between him and the 
dragoon, whose sword in his indignation was 
lifted and about to strike. Byron told a common 
friend, some time afterward, that he could not- 
conceive how any man living should act so. '' Do 
you know, he might have been killed ! and there 
was every appearance that he would hel” The 
answer was, '' Between you and Shelley there is 
but little similarity, and perhaps hut little sympur 
thy : yet what Shelley did then, he would do again, 
and always. There is not a human creature, not 
even the most hostile, that he would hesitate to 
protect from iiyuiyat the imminent hazard of life. 


And yet life, which he would throw forward so nn 
guardedly, is somewhat more with him than with 
others : it is full of hopes and aspirations, it is 
teeming with warm feelings, it is rich and overrun 
with its own native simple enjoyments. In him 
everything that ever gave pleasure, gives it still, 
with the same freshness, the same exuberance, the 
same earnestness to communicate and share it." 

By Gdl ! I can not understand it ! cried 
Byron. ''A man to run upon a naked sword for 
another!” 

Lan4or. He had drawn largely from his imagi- 
nation, penuriously from his heart. Ho distrusted 
it: what wonder then if he had little fei h in 
another’s ! Had he lived among the best of the 
ancient Greeks, he would have satirised and re- 
viled them : hut their characters caught his eye 
sofrened by time and distance ; nothi^ in them 
of opposition, nothing of rivaliy ; where they arc, 
there they must stand ; they can not come down 
nearer. Of all great poets, for such 1 consider 
him, Byron has<- borrowed most ^rom otheke, not 
excepting Ariosto, of whose description he re- 
minds me: • 

Balta a cavallo, o per diversa iiyxdd 

Va discorrendo, e moUi pons a sacco. 

Not only in the dresses which h^jh/puts on ex- 
pressly for the ladies, not only in tlie oriental 
train and pufly turban, hut also in the tragic pall, 
his perfumery has s6mewhat too large a propor- 
tion of musk in it ; which so hangs ^bout those 
who are accustomed to spend many hours with 
I him, thiit they seldom come forth again with satis- 
I foction into what is froshej^ and purer. Yet Byron 
is, I think, the keenest and most imaginative of 
satirists. 

English Visiter. Those who spoke the most 
malignantly of him in his lifetime, have pane- 
gyrized him since liis decease with so little truth, 
discretion, and precision, that we may suspect it 
to have been done designedly ; and the rather, as 
the same insincerity hath been displayed toward 
others, both where there ^ might be and where 
there could not he a jealousy of rivalship. After 
his hot and stimulating spicery, we now are run- 
ning to those sa^er poets who give us lemonade 
and ices ; just, by the same direction as dogs recur 
to grass. We rush out of the sudatory of Byron 
to roll in the snow of Wordsworth. 

Landor. He suited the times. The rapid ex- 
citement and easy reading of novels, the only 
literature (if such it may be called) which inte- 
rests the public, oiitnin the graver and measured 
steps of poetry. We have no longer decennial 
epics and labyrinthine tragedies. Our steeple- 
chases are out of vogue : wc canter up and down 
the narrow green lane with the ladies, and return 
with an appetite and small fatigue. Byron dealt 
chiefly in felt and furbelow, wavy Damascus dag- 
gers, and pocket pistols studded with paste. Ho 
threw out frequent and brilliant sparks ; but his 
fire burnt to no purpose ; it blazed furiously when 
it caught muslin, and it hurried many a pret^ 
wearef into an untimely blanket 
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MnglUh Visiter. They who were lately his most 
aealous admirers now disown him. 

Laridor. Hro^s, medicine, poetry, are subject 
to fashion and variation. The same people have 
extolled and reviled both Wordsworth and Byron. 
Public taste must first be vitiated, and then con- 
sulted. To praise immoderately the poet who 
before was Immoderately depreciated^s the easiest 
way to l^nock out a gilt nail-head from the coffin. 

English Visiter. An exploit liot very glorious 
in itself, nor likely in the end to be v^ry satis- 
factory. 

Landor. In my opinion it would be better to 
carry our ihieves-vimgar into the places of open 
corruption on each side of us, than to turn it back 
to its original use, of enabling us with safety to 
despoil the dead. 

It has been my fortunt^ to love, in general, those 
men most who have thought most differently 
from mo, uii subjects wherein others pardon no 
discordance. In my opinion, I lyive no more right 
to bo angry with a man whose reason has fol- 
lowed uf> a process different from what mine has, 
and is satisfied^with the result, than with one who 
h«s gone to V cnicc while I am at Florence, and 
who writoi^to me tliat he likes the place, and 
that, alth<)ugh he said once he should settle else- 
where, he shall reside iiF that city. My political 
opinions are my only one.s,*!jcyond square demon- 
stration, tj^at 1 am certain will never change. If 
my muscles have hardened in them and are fit 
for no other, I have not on this account the right 
or incliiiatiou to consider a friend untrue or in- 
sincere, who declares tliat he sees more of practical 
good in a quarter opposite to that where we 
agreed to fix the speculative ; and that he aban- 
dons the dim astoundirig mijesty of mount^n 
scenery, for the refreshing greenness and easy 
paths of the plain. I have w^alked always where 
I must breathe hard, and where such breathing 
was my luxury ; I now sit somewhat stiller and } 
have fewer aspiratfbns, but I inhale the same 
atmosphere yet. 

Why should authors act like children ? snatch- 
ing at the coach and horses across the table, and 
breaking them and trampling them under foot ; 
rejoicing at the wry faces and loud cries they occa- 
sion ; and ready to hug and kiss, only at the mo- 
ment when they are called away! For myself I 
neither ask nor deprecate ; no compacts, no con- 
ventions, no confraternities, for me. Let them 
consider me as a cloud if they will ; could they 
break and dissipate this cloud, which they can 
not, it would form again upon some other day. 
The breath of the universe, directed at once 
against me, could detach from me but some loose 
atoms, and such only as ought to fall of them- 
selves. Literature is not the mother who should 
talk so frequently to her children about chastise- 
ment; the most favourite word with her ever 
since her re-appearance among us. If chastise- 
ment is to he inflicted, let it fall upon the felon 
who has no forbearance, no shame, no pity ; who 
attacks the timid and modest, the partner once ' 
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of his freshest and best assorted opinions, an<h 
holding'him by the throat, exults and laughs, and 
chants to young templars and benchers, in a loud 
clear voice, the ritual of apostaoy as by law esta- 
blished. No; even him let us rather pass quietly; 
and with patience let us hear others recommend 
him, for his decorum to he a gentleman of the bed- 
chamber, for his accuracy a lord of the treasury, 
for his dexterity a parliamentary leader, or for his 
equity a judge. 

Placing him anywhere out of our way and 
out of our sight, we will now return to Shelley. 
|«Innocent and careless as a hoy, he possessed all the 
delicate feelings of a gentleman, all the discrimina- 
tion of a scholar, and united, in just degrees, the 
ardour of the poet with the patience and forbear- 
ance of the philosopher. His generosity and 
charity went far beyond those of any man (I 
believe) at present in existence. He was never 
known to speak evil of an enemy, unless that 
enemy had done some grievous injustice to 
another : and he divided his income of only one 
thousand pounds with the fallen and afflicted. 

This is the man against whom such clamouni 
have been raised by the religious and the loyal, 
and by those who live and lap under their tables : 
this is the man, whom from one false story about 
i his former wife, related by Mackintosh, I had 
I refused to visit at Pisa. 1 blqsh in anguish at my 
! prejudice, and ought hardly to foel it as a bless- 
I ing or a consolation, that 1 regret him less than 
i 1 should have done if I had known him persou- 
1 ally. As to what remains of him now life is over, 
he occupies if not the highest, almost the highest 
place among our poets of the present age; no 
humble statioja ; and is among the most elegant, 
graceful, and harmonious of the prose-writers, 

English Visiter. 0 that cracked bell of the 
Bargello I it will continue its tale and interrupt ua. 

If this is the gentleman from whom you pro- 
mised me a brief account of the campaign in 
Russia, will you request of him that compiaisaneel 
It may throw light upon the r.iiaracti'r of Napo- 
leon, of whom our English historians have written 
no less unfaithfully than inelegantly. 

Elorervtine Visiter. Sir, I may be thought un- 
ikvourable to a man who ir^-etd jne away from my 
studies, and incapacUaied me for the profession 
to which I was brought , up. Beside, it was only 
in the last campaign that I was present. Usually 
be who is about to describe the character of some 
remarkable man, considers first how much inven- 
tion and acuteness he can display, and secondly- 
how best he can bring into order and congruity, 
or what the painters call keeping, his observations 
and reflections. For which reason, it rarely has 
happened that we carry in our mind from these 
writers a resemblance that is not illusory or over- 
charged. In great men there are discordance^ 
as there are inequalities in great substances. It 
is only from a collection of facts, generally too 
minute to he conveyed in the paniers firom whioili 
public curiosity is fed, that we are enaUad to 
judge fairly and fully. 
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Tlicr j /s little perfect truth in the most saga- 
cious of historians, and little pni'o love of it in the 
best of men. We are as uu'W'illing to exchange 
our thoughts for another’s as onr children, whatr 
ever more they may possess of strength or beauty ; 
and the way to conciliate our suffrages is not by 
dictating and teaching, but by laying before us 
evidences and testimonies, by collecting what may 
eorroborate them from circumstances, and by 
wising us to the dignity 6f judges. The ancients 
drew characters ; we discourse on them ; a much 
easier matter. ISverything now is compendious 
and economical: wo make .soups from bones^ 
and histories from metaphysics. 

Bonaparte seems to mo the most extraordi- 
nary of mortals ; because 1 am persuaded that so 
much power was never acquired by another with 
so small an exertion of genius, and so little of 
anything that cai)iivates the affections ; or main- 
tained so long unbroken in a .succession of such 
anormous faults, such scandalous disgraces, such 
disastrous failures and defeats. 1 investigate him 
with the same dispa.ssioiiato attention, as Lacc- 
pfede would the spine of a serponi from Surinam, I 
or Cuvier the jaws of a mammoth from thej 
Ontario. 

Engluh Visiter. Persons who are elevated to 
high rank, however modest and virtuous, assume 
more or less of a fictitious character, but conge- 
nial and agnate, if I may say it, with the former. 
Bonaparte would be whatever he had last read 
or heard of; Brutus or Borgia, Frederick or 
Charlemagne. All appeared best that were most 
striking ; no matter for what ; and not only a 
book whenever it fell in his way, or a story when 
he had patience to listen to but even a new 
suit of clothes, changed him suddenly. If his 
hair had been dipt in the morning, he was at 
noon a Marius, at night a Sylla ; no sooner had 
he put on a conrt-dress, than he took a lesson of 
• dancing ; for Louis XIV. danced ; no sooner the 
uniform of a marshal, than he tried to sing ; for 
Vlllars sang. 

Landor. Whoever is an imitator, by nature, 
choice, or necessity, has nothing stabile : the flexi- 
bility which affords this aptitude, is inconsistent 
with strength. 

Florentine Visiter, Bonaparte’s knowledge of 
ohorography, to which many attribute a certain 
part of his successes, wte extremely limited. In 
a conversation with Count Giovio at Como,* a 
few days after the Austrians had first abandoned 
Milan, he inquired whether the Larius ran into 
the lagunes of Mantua. The memory of this ex- 
cellent man is fresh in the gratitude of his fellow- 
citizens and friends: no one ever doubted his 
veracity. So long ago as the year 1796, in which 
his narrative was published, he stated that Bonar 
parte^ in his first campaign, had permitted or 
ordei^ hia sick and wounded, past service, not 
to be carried to the hospitals or entrusted to the 
care of the religloiia and beneficent, but to be left 
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on the field, or killed, or thrown into the rivets. 
He informs us that many, on somewhat recover- 
ing from their lamentable state, went mad from 
thirst and hunger, and that among those 'who 
were first cast into the water, the hands of many, 
as they clung in agony to the barks, were broken. 

Landor, Fortunate ! not be who can restrain 
bis indignation or his tears at this rerital ; but 
ho who, tu#ning his eyes upon a Sidney, as he 
waves away the water from his own parched lips 
to the wounded soldier near him, can say, This 
was my^ country-man, that my enemy.” 

Florentine Visiter, Much hath been repeated 
of the studious and retired habits of his youth, 
I had inquired into these matters, long before I 
perused the narrative I have quoted ; the inquiiy 
would otherwise have been superfluous ; for no 
very studious man was ever very cruel ; no two 
things in nature have less affinity than violence 
and reflection. 

Landor. M. St. Leger, lieutenant-colonel of the 
regiment in which he was ensign, ttold me that he 
never at tnat period had heard of his progress in 
any branch of the mathematics ; that' he was 
chiefly remarkable for the dirtiness of his ha^ds 
and linen, his vulgar pronunciation and phrases, 
his aversion to the socroty of tlic offWfers, and his 
propensity toward thci least respoctofile of the 
privates. This too have been corrected 
study. If Pompey bad studied like Caesar, he 
might not indeed luivc possessed thts clemency 
and amenity of that accomplished man, nor have 
been in any respect worthy to be called his rival, 
but he would certainly have been less contracted 
and sclf-suffieicjit, less unsteady and impatient^ 
less arrogant, vindictive, and ferocious. 

English ViMtn\ I remember no general, worthy 
of the name, reviling the character of those mili- 
tary men who performed their duty against him : 
for Ceosar in his A nti Cato did not attack the 
captain, but the senator and tlm patriot. Bona- 
parte left unuttered no term, of imgovemable rage 
and vulgar contumely, when Sir Sydney Smith 
precluded him from the subjugation of Europe by 
his defence of Acre. 

Florentine Visiter. Spannochi, governor of 
livomo, refused to open the gates to him, then 
at peace with the Granduke. Intending a sur- 
prise, he had made a forced march, and^ expect- 
ing no resistance, he had brought no cannon with 
him. He summoned the governor to surrender 
the town and citadel, who refused without orders 
from Florence. They arrived the next day ; and 
the brave Spannochi was exiled to Siena, not 
before the ally of the Granduke had cursed him, 
called him by that appellation so famil iar to the 
lower French, seized his epaulette, spit upon him, 
and kicked his shin. 

Lemdor. History for her own sidLe must soften 
some characters and equivocate on some &cts. 
She treads confidently and firmly upon blood; 
she follows her clue unhesitatingly through the 
labyriathfi of mystery aud of crime ; she is am- 
barrassed only by vulgarity and baaeness. We 
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feel A deep interest whenever great masses of man> 
kind are moved, and seldom think or are altoge- 
tiler ignorant what trifling things are the movers. 

Florentine Visiter. Bonaparte was invidious of 
the dead almost to the same degree as of the 
living. One time he asserted that Marlborough 
owed his successes to Eugene, another that Eugene 
owed his to Marlborough ; and any officer would 
have been ruined who had suggested That Marl- 
b.irough was not present at the battle of Belgrade. 
In a conversation at Varese, just before his visit I 
to Oomo, he appears to have mistaken Gdhtavus 
Adolphus for Charles XIL On hearing that the 
army of Gustavus had penetnited into Italy by 
the lake of Como, of which a terrific account is 
given in the letters of Boldoni, he denied the 
fact, and added, “ That madman never thought 
about Italy ; he had other affairs, other interests ; 
he was sans tactique, sans calcul*' 

Landor. And yet Napoleon in his youth was a 
historian. Ho took his manuscript to Paoli : it | 
was such as miglft have been expected from an • 
admirer of Ossian. Paoli, not long before his ! 
death, motioned the fact at Clifton, and said he | 
beloved the yomlg man had never pardoned the j 
•freedom of his advice, in recommending that the 
work should Te delayed aliHle, until the irapetu- 1 
osity of his^genius had subsided. I should have i 
imagined that the sentences jj^erc short, as from | 
the tripod ; the general said that on the contrary ' 
they were excessively verbose, strangely metapho- 
rical, .without any regard to punctuation, or rather 
to that upon which punctuation is founded ; that, 
when you had come, as you believed, to the end 
Oi your ’march, you were to start again ; and often, 
on setting out, you were suddenly stopped and 
countermanded. In the latter part of his life he 
wrote well. • 

Florentine Visiter. His discipline hath been 
extolled, and examples are tuted of soldiers, in 
every campaign, shot for petty thefts. To avoid 
an examination into tW3 wealth of his dukes and 
princes, such as Cambac<'*re8, Fouche, Talleyrand, 
and several of his marshals and grand dignitaries : 
the General Mouton, when he ^ed at the Escu- 
rial, which he did every day with'the King and 
Queen of Spain, took away the plate after dinner, 
until none was left. 

Landor. This fact, reported in the country 
where it occurred, was confirmed to me at Flo- 
rence by my Mend Galiano, who was present. 

English Visiter. Whatever in difterent men 
may have been the difference of punishment for 
the same oflence, where society was interested ; 
however it may have been permitted by special 
privilege that he who had renounced the deity 
might renounce the laws, that he who had abjured 
the bishop might supersede the citizen; all offences 
were equally unpardonable which were committed 
against Napoleon. 

Landor. Another proof of a weak intellect : not 
that forgiveness is any proof of a strong one. 
Offences that can be pardoned should never be 
taken : Bonaparte took them indiscriminately and 


voraciously, as his food. There is no trouble or 
address in* finding them, and in showing them 
there is no wisdom or content. 

His ideas of a ruling star present a still more 
signal indication of a vacillating and ill-composed 
mind. He knew nothing of judicial astrology, 
which hath certain laws assigned to it, and fancied 
he could unite it with atheism, as easily as the 
iron crown with the lilies ; not considering that 
ruling stars themselves must have a ruler, and 
must obey, far more certainly than they can indi- 
cate, his designs and will. 

J^)rc7vtine Visiter. Afterward he laid by the 
star, and took up the cruci^x to play with ; on 
which some sweeter recollections and more de- 
lightful hopes might have reposed, if ever he could 
have brought himself to the persuasion that either 
a man or a god would suffer pain, or disseminate 
good, gratuitously. In the same maimer and de- 
gree as he was inconsistent in principle ho Was 
irresolute in action. He lost his presence of mind 
when he advanced to dissolve the representatives 
of the people ; he lost it at the battle of Matengo ; 
and when the allies were marching into Paris, he 
appeared to be deprived, not of his judgment only 
and his senses, but of locomotion. 

English Visiter. In one thing he was singular, 
and altogether different from every other man : 
when he had accomplished his design, he was an 
fond of appearing dishonest as he was satisfied 
Avith having been so : he was the only pickpocket 
in the world that ever laid before the people the 
, instruments of his trade, and showed ostenta- 
j tiously how ho had used them. Indeed he had few 
i secrets to keep. He invaded the territory of na- 
i tions to whom any possible change might reason- 
I ably appear a gamful speculation. Neither force 
j nor fraud, nor bribery itself, however largely and 
judiciously administered, subverted the continental 
states : it was effected by the credulity of their 
hopes and the incapacity of their rulers. His 
attack was against the cabinet : those within cried 
for quarter, gave a province or i\s f >r a ransom, 
kept their places resolutely (who would abandon 
them in times so critical ?), complimented their 
master, rang their church-bells, fired their jubilee- 
cannon, if one was loft : for they had currendered 
only their country! Auntila and Prussia fell; 
they had kings and kings’ servants within. Spain 
and Portugal, unsuspicious, unprepared, undisci- 
plined, unarmed, resisted successfully ; their kings 
and kings’ servants stood without. Where there 
are interests, real or apparent, distinct from those 
of the community, that, whatever it be, wherein 
they lie, should be shovelled down and carried off; 
for there is the ground upon which the enemy 
will mount his first masked battery. Everywhere 
kings and oligarchies soon seconded Bonaparte ; 
nations spurned and expelled him. 

Florentine Visiter. If he had been contented to 
marry in a family no higher, or not much higher, 
than his own, the graft might have takeo and the 
bark have healed over ; but dashing to the earth 
the light of experience, he took a wife from a 
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stock uprooted and rejected from the lan«' it had 
exhausted. The canker it bore inhercintly oaased 
the blight and decay oi* a plant so recently sprung 
above-ground. The higher ranks, and the lower 
equally, turned away with disgust and indignar 
tion at the union of a French soldier with an 
Austrian arch-duchesB. Of his fidelity or infidelity 
toward his allies 1 have nothing to remark, 
other than that, from whatever motive, ho 
«lid greatly and incomparably more service to 
several who had fought against him, and after 
discomfiture and subjugation had become his 
friends, than some governments which boast 
loudly of their good faith and generosity did to the 
most faithful and persevering of their confederates. 
I have truly no leisure for discoursing, and could 
excite no interest if I did, on princes first de- 
graded into crimp-sergeants, then caparisoned 
like cooks and ostlers for billets and relays, then 
running the gauntlet, and drummed from their 
dominions; on princes in short who felt, and 
whose conrluct has made others feel, that even this 
was clemency. The description of tyrants is at 
least a stirring thing : it is like walking over red- 
hot ploughshares : and the vulgar are not the first 
in pressing on to an exhibition so strange and 
aiitiquutci 

When I was at Naples, the Marchese Rodio, 
formerly a minister in the reign of Ferdinand, 
received the orders of that king to place himself 
at the head of some insurgents in Calabria. He 
surrendered by capitulation : in despite of which, 
he was ordered for trial under a military commis- 
sion, and was acquitted.* He wrote an account 
of his happy escape to his wife and his friends. But, 
in the midst of this security joy, an order 
came from the emperor that the same judges 
should bring him again to trial. Such an order 
could not be misinterpreted : they condemned 
him : and ho was shot from behind, as a felon, a 
traitor, and a rebel to his legiiimojte prince. This 
was considered by the army as an assassination ,*t 
and it would have been so considered even if the 
emperor had committed it in his own dominions. 
Never was an atrocious crime perpetrated fix)m a 

♦ The words of Ctmrier are, et, chose itonnanU^ ao- 
quittu.” Vol. 1. M^moires et Correspondance. He adds 
other uhNaesinutions, with this reflection. ** Assurdment, 
monsieur, oes choses-U ne sont ni du sidcle oil nous vivons, 
ni do ee payti ci. 'Tout celas'est passd quelque part au 
Japon ou bien a Tombouctoo." Even a Frenchman, and 
one Hccustonied to the Judicial murders of Robeaplerre, 
oriesout aloud in the midst of the army against these 
darker atnicities, as too inhuman for the age. 

t « Sa mort passe id pour un assasslnatetpour une basse 
vengeance. On lui on voulait paroe qu'^tant oontraire an 
mariage que Ton proposait d'un fllsou d’une filtede Naples 
avecquolqu* un de la famille. L'empereuraoettefaiblesse de 
tons lee parvenus ; II s'expose k des rofus. II fut refusd Ik et 
aillenra'* Such are the expressions of Paul-Louis Courier, 
dVreadren, the deepest thinker in all the French 
armies, and certainly as honest, as calm, as unprejudiced a 
writer n ever commemorated the aotious of Bonaparte. He 
add8,**Q,uand log^ndral Vx.commandaitkLivourne^ ileut 
Fordre (et Tex^nta) de faire arrSier deux riches negociana 
de la villa, dont Tun pfsrit comme Rodio . . « Nous avons 
vn id (k Naples) un courier qui portait dee leitres de la 


btaer motive. He suspected (and it ootild only 
be suspicion) that Rodio, when minister, dissuaded 
the acceptance in marriage of a Bonaparte by 
the royal family. It has always been wonderfiii 
to me, what sympathy any well-educated English- 
man can have with an ungenerous, ungentleznanly, 
unmanly Corsican. 

Landor, Eccellino and Borgia lived in ages 
when reli^on glared and glimmered fitfully on a 
benighted world, rendering the darkness the more 
horrible, and when atheism sat predominant in 
the V'atican. No feature of crime was novel, no 
attitude or stroke of violence was unexpected* 
But Bonaparte lived when Europe was one large 
jury-box, and when even France, recovering from 
the leprosy she had bathed with blood, had placed 
a bench of judges before him. He committed 
deliberately and slowly the most cruel, cold- 
hearted murder of Toussaint L'Ouverture, whHe 
the eyes of a Sismondi, of a Courier, and of a De 
Stael, were fix^d upon him. 

FUyrerdme Visiter. Bonaparte had perhaps the 
fewest virtues and the faintest semblance of them, 
of any man that has risen by his own efforts to 
supreme power : and yet the services he rendered 
to society, incommensurate as the^were with thfe 
prodigious means he^possessed, were, great, mani- 
fold, and extensive. Never had been such good 
laws 80 well administered over so large a portion 
of Europe; never was right obtained with so 
moderate a cost ; never was iiyury so speedily 
I redressed. Two of the bravest and most* orderly 
I nations of the Continent received the benefit of 
I excellent kings at bis hands. Bernadqtte and 
Louis Bonaparte, the most upright men of their 
order, gave no signs, either by violence or raj^ity, 
I by insolence or falsehood, that they had bera 
i nurtured in the feverish bosom of the French 
I Republic. But by Napoleon’s insatiate love of 
change, by his impatience to see anything or to he 
anything long together, his mild, intelligent, and 
virtuous brother, was forced to abdicate a throne^ 
which ho mounted amid the curses of the people 
and descended amid their tears. That he might 
not be an oppressor he ceased to be a king ; and 
his short unquiet reign is mentioned with grati- 
tude, by the most republican and least sensitive 
member of the great European family. 

English Visiter. Instead of scoring maps and 
shifting kings, Napoleon could have efrecMmore 
than Henry IV. designed. The road was paved 
for him with well-broken materials and well rolled 
over. There was hardly a statesman in Europe 
of capacity enough to direct a workhouse, or write 
a fair copy of a washerwoman’s bill. Energy was 
extinct upon the Continent : in England it wm 
displayed by the crazy fanatics, who wandered 
from field to marketplace, from marketplace td 
field, roaring to the people that they were damned ? 

reine, assassini par ordret ses d^pdohes enlevdet, envoy4M 
k Fari|. Llioniine qui fit le oempt ou du mointPordomui, 
je U vois tous Its jours'* Lettre k M, dt« fiainte-Oioli k 
Parii; Naples, JuiUet 1807. 
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ji trotibi idiioh indeed they might have discovered 
by themselves, if they had only put their hands 
into their pockets. While, as !IO^er says in your 
Dialogue, "throughout the whole tenitoiy of 
ITrance, throughout, the range of all her new 
dominions, not a single man of abilities was ne- 
glected,” in England son suoeeeded to &ther in 
&e oligarchy, and expeditions were fo^ed just 
weighty and durable enough to give fortunes to 
those who had squandered them. Of our generals, 
the most distinguished was one that rose from 
bed after midday ; of which when orders wdire re- 
quested, the first answer was, " His lordship is at 
breakfast the second, " His lordship is at lunch 
the third, " His lordship is at dinner the fourth, 
"His lordship is dead-drunk.” The armament 
had been directed, first against an island where 
fevers are as periodical as rains under the tropics, 
and ultimately against a fortified city : neither the 
climate of the one nor the strength of the other 
was known by the^sest of the mini|jter8, although 
there is hardly # gin-shop in St. Giles, where 
some smuggler or smuggler’s boy might not have ! 
been found who could have given the information. | 
The ^ant of it seamed so shameful, that one of j 
the ministry, in that hurry and confusion of in- 1 
tellect whicl^ involve all his* words and actions, i 
said in parliament, " That he knew it ; but that ' 
he wished to let his colleague have his own way f 
forgetting that the differenee cost the nation an 
army, and he'edless that it cost her a disgrace. 
His colleague was angry, some say ashamed, and 
was determined to prove that. If he was unfit to 
direct a council, he was *not unable to direct a 
pistol : a far higher qualification in his country. 
The choice of the commander was more easily 
defended : no member of the cabinet blushed at that. 

1 have dwelt the longer on these characters, 
ftum the same principle as the sight, after rocks, 
ruins, and precipices, reposes upon a flat surface, 
though fen or quagmire. 

Florentine Visiter. Aad I bave thrown together 
my materials on Bonaparte as I caught them 
from him, not wishing to represent a whole where 
no whole existed. He was courtier and postilion, 
sage and assassin, quicker than tbe pen could 
trace the words. Never was he observed in a 
moment of highly bad or highly good humour, 
without expressing it by some boisterous sally of 
ill-breeding. Even those who had seen him daily, 
and knew him well, stood in astonishment some- 
times at the discrepancy between his language 
and his ofiSce, at the disparity between the action ' 
of his hands and his embroidered mantle. Be it ' 
remembered that, if I have represented him as a 
thing not luminous in itself, I have forborne to 
represent him as one in which all light is absorbed, 
or upon which none can fall. He did both greater 
evil an' I greater good than all the other poten- 
tates of his time united : the larger part of the 
evil he did, they perpetuate ; and nearly the whole 
of the good they abolish. Priestcraft and oligar- 
ehy^ the two worst of curses, are restored through 
Europe and royalets are only plucked forth from 


under his coop to be encaged and hoodwinked by 
their old ddooy-men. 

Lemdor, You have taken up from one side and 
the other of this strange phenomenon the brighter 
parts and the darker, in just proportions : 

Treis imbris torti radios, treis nubis uquotue. 

Florentine VisUer, In the retreat from Moscow 
he provided only for his own security : the fa- 
mished and wounded were without protection. 
Those (to the amount of forty thousand) who sup- 
plied the army with occasional food by distant 
and desperate excursions, were uninformed of its 
retreat : they perished to a man, and caused to 
perish by their disappearanod a &r greater num- 
ber of their former comrades. The road was ex- 
cavated in the snow : the army seemed a phan- 
tasmagoria : no sound of horses’ feet was heard, 
no wheel of waggon or artillery, no voice of man. 
Regiment followed regiment in long and broken 
lines, between two files of soldiers the whole way. 
Some stood erect, some reclined a little, some h^ 
laid their arms beside them, some clasped them ; 
all were dead. Several of these had slept in that 
position, but the greatei part had been placed 
so to leave the more room ; and not a few from 
every troop and detachment took their volimtaiy 
station among them. The barbarians, who at 
other seasons rush into battle with loud cries, 
rarely did it. Skins covered not their bodies 
only, but their faces ; and, such was the intensity 
of cold, they reluctantly gave vent, from amid the 
spoils they had taken, to this first and most na- 
tural expression of their vengeance. Their spears, 
although many of soft wood, as the beech, the 
birch, the pine, remained unbroken, while the 
sword and sab^ the adversaiy cracked like ice. 
, Feeble from inanition, inert from weariness, and 
somnolent from the frost that enthralled them, 
they sank into forgetfulness, with the Cossacks in 
pursuit and coming down on them, and even while 
they could yet discern, for they looked more fre- 
quently to that quarter, the more fortuna »/0 of 
their comrades marching homo. The gay and 
lively Frenchman, to whom war had been sport 
and pastime, was now reduced to such apathy, 
that, in the midst of some kind speech which a 
friend was to communicate to those be loved the 
most tenderly, he paused from rigid drowsiness, 
and bade the messenger adieu. Some, it is re- 
ported (and what is unnatural is in such extre- 
mity not incredible), closed their eyes and threw 
down their muskets, while they could use them 
still, not from hope nor from fear, but part from 
indignation at their general, whose retreats had 
always been followed by the total ruin of his axmy; 
and part, remembering with what brave natioos 
they had once fought gloriously, from the impos- 
sibility of defeating or resisting so barbarous and 
obscure an enemy. Napoleon moved on, sup* 
rounded by what guards were left to him, thinking 
more of Paris than of Moscow, more of the con- 
scripts he could enrol! than of the veterans he 
had left behind him. Yet this man lives, and 
Ferdinand has departed. 
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Coughing and spitting, spitting and 
coughing, what loving and attentive sons will 
you make the whole sacred college ! Again 1 nay 
upon my life, holy father, this sore throat of your 
Beatitude returns at an awkward season. An 
ugly thing at best ; and ugliest of all at a jubilee ; 
though many more will be caught at it than will 
be freed. Were I your Holiness, I would excom- 
municate that nasty Munich girl. , 

Leo. Oigi ! her bones were in the grave twenty 
years ago. 

Oigi. And rotten thirty. I wonder whether 
the worms would touch her : miiyhap they might, 
having no palates or noses. 

Leo. By our Lady I Gigi, few of those who did 
touch her had any a short time after. I escaped 
. . as you see me though ! It being the will of 
our heavenly Shepherd that I should succeed to 
the chief guidance of his numerous flocks on earth. 

Have you seen the pilgrims 

Qi^i. Yes, your Beatitude ! 

Leo. Arc any fresh ones come in, this morning 1 

Oigi. No, by my faith, your Holiness ! There 
is indeed old Gaaparo-Simone, who was whipt after 
the last jubilee, as they report it, and his daughter 
lieatrice-Paustina, who is no more of a fresh one 
than he is. 

Leo. I never heard of this Gaaparo Simone. 

Oigi. I wonder at that, your Holiness 1 . . as 
celebrated a pimp as any in the city. He was a 
veterinary surgeon in the swine department, and 
used to perform to a marvel those operations on 
the juvenile objects of his sfudies, which being j 
applied to new-made Christians, whom he also* 
attended on the occasion, has rendered them the 
peculiar favourites of the Holy Allies in all the 
cities upon the Continent, and enables them, by 
the clearer undulation of their voices, to lift up 
our souls to our Creator in the Sistinc Chapel. 
But tlie said Gasparo, having been detected in 
selling the selections of rams and goats, dogs and 
cats, among the more delicate ones deducted from 
the Circcan herds, and suspected of mingling the 
porcine and the Christian, was obliged to decline 
' the practice of his profession. 1 will now take 
my fee,” he says, “ to serve his Holiness, although,” 
he adds archly, I am only a licentiate.” As for 
the JcAV, he swears by Abraham he never will 
recant again, until fifty more ducats are paid 
him. 

Leo. Who is ho I 

Oigi. The same who was to have recainted to 
the Queen of Etruria, by her royal command, and 
who had a hundred ducats for it. His late Holi- 
ness could not give her Majesty a bullfight, and 
was resolute against all flatteries and entreaties to 
order an avUniafi : a conversion was the least 
thing he could do for her, particularly as her chil- 
dren were with her, and she found both sponsor 
and banker. Gasparo-Simone Levi now protests j 


on his conscience that a jubilee recantation^ ^ 
worth twice as much as a coronation one* We 
threatened him with imprisonment and cutting 
his ton^o out. ** I shall never recant the better 
for tha^v said he, " nor make the more converts ; ” 
and then, winking his 'black almond eye, " Ask 
his Beatitude who brought Serafina Dati to him, 
whefi he was made a cardinal.” 

Leo. Pimp and impostor » does he pretend it 
was he ? Gigi ! peace and respect ! I desire to 
hear no more about these idle lusts of the flesh. 

Oigi. Idle enough, God knows, our time of 
life, your Holiness ! They are ugly things to hear 
of; they cost, us many a sigh and many a stock- 
fish, wlicn they are over. 

Leo. There is a service good for the casting out 
of all other devils but these. 

Oigi. Faitli ! and there is a Ibrvice good for the 
casting out of these also, though n^ne for the 
keeping out. 

Leo. I know it not, at prescfiit. ^ 

Oigi. Nor T neither; but I did when I 
younger ; and so tlifl your Holiness. 

Leo. No Irrifling, Gkgi, no trifling,! desire. The 
German Lutheran^is more tractable, I trust, than 
that Impure man Levi? 

Oigi. Much more : he declare!^ that if the 
pretty Princess of Lucca would but wash his feel 
for him, and hold upon her lap the calves of each 
leg While she is wiping them, he would turn Turk 
for it. 

Leo. Unconscionable varlet ! who would not,'} 
. . I mean catholic. But are there really only 
thirty-eight pilgrims on this occasion } 

Oigi. Your Holiness must forget the four hun- 
dred you yourself ordered from your states. 

Leo. 1 do not count those. 

Oigi. They have feetr-that require as much 
washing, and bellies that want as much filling, as 
the rest. The fmliing-boat that was appointed by 
his most Christian M^esty, to convey the faithful 
of his kingdom to the patrimony of Saint Peter, 
arrived last evening. It contains five merry pil- 
grims from Provence ; three nuns of some distinc- 
tion, if one may believe their stories, for they 
assert that they come from the Palais-Boyal ; and 
a sturgeon ; which the nuns, unbecoming their 
condition and consequence, were fighting for, until 
the crew separated them with little defereue ^ ; 
the captain crying out jeeriiigly, '' You have 
unction enough about you ; and 1 have a cord of 
Saint Francis in the cabin, that, with two or three 
strokes across the buttocks, will bring you, I war- 
rant, into as proper a state of reemiUemen^ ae 
heart can wish.” 

Leo. Spouses of Christ ! do you pull caps 1 My 
sheep I do you cat sturgeon I 

Oigi. The heretics in Borne think it a singular 
kind of jubilee to taste nothing i>at macaroni, 
week after week. 
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Miioj of ihettt would £im have milk in edify the infidel : and I ordered to be placed there 
thofy ^ reprobatee I four hundred and fiftj beds for them* 

(3figi, They are not terrified by the death of the Oigi, Only one was occupied : two were ready ; 
goat, your Holiness commanded to be killed for but the two pilgrims the most obedient to the 
giYh^ it. If they had seen it done they would ordinances of your Holiness, were found on one 
have been : for her little kid ran after the solid^ pillow, communicating. 

who dew her, sometimes licking his han^ ^ Leo, 1 understand you^ Gigi . . and without a 
other times twinkling its oars and rubbingjlAeMi Bfeence 1 What an age is this ! the most licentious ! 
between its legs, in order to clear itself of Ikf . Oigi Holiness ! my master ! I hare heard it 
blo<^ that dropped on it from the mother, Wh^ reported that the present age is a great deal less 
it leaped up at her teat, and was driven off. Thd licentious than any former one since the establish- 
Oorsican guard has been called out to repSU ment of the Popedom. 

another of these animals, that was seen crossing Leo^ Ay truly, less licentious indeed in buying 
the Ponte Mdle, and, if the male had not accom- licenses. « 

panied her, it is thought would hare succeeded. Cfigi. Licentiousness is not the wenl, I see, but 
•The Swiss, coming up opportunely, acted with luxury. Formerly, I have heard, a cardinal would 
great vigour on the occasion : both male and have his dozen of pages : in our days hardly an 
female were surrounded and disabled, and are now Eminence has a couple, and one or other of them 
before the police. is sweaty as a running footman, or stiff and seden- 

Leo. I make an example of them. Take tary B»Sk maestro di casa. This is, in comparison, 
instantly my orders, ^at the male be, reduced to as a sprig of syringa to a posy an ell round, fit 
that condition wherS.o the Society of Jesus re- for a Madonna in a new satin of Lyons, 
duced the staljies of the Prince ofPiombino ;and Leo, I wish they would keep as many pages as 
I will seclude the female, just as 1 secbuled the formerly, to amuse them in their own palace- 
Graces which my predecessor (now in purgatory j yards, with skittles and bowls, or any other game, 
fi)rTt) placed inAb© Vatican. After wliich holy j and not be caught on the staircase of the Quirlual, 
function, go an^ prepare for the pedihwieds. ■ like his Eminence the other day, sticking a petard 
Oigi Anon, anon. Ages Hack the washings = into the skirt of my grenadier on duty, to the 
from the feet of pilgrims must hB-ve poisoned all , laughter of the rabble and the scandal of Holy 
the fish in the Tjbcr, from Castcl Sant’ Angelo to j Church. Such idleness and levity ! * 

Fiumenica ; so that the Holinesscs your prede- ! After all, what most afflicts me is the scarcity 
oessora could have fed the poor devils at no cost : I of my pilgrims. 

now your Holiness may wash them indeed with a | Oigi I think your Beatitude would have had 
pasty washball made yesterday, and sell it again three or four decently good-looking ones out of 
to-morrow as though it were never handled ; so Tuscany, if the people could have remained in 
little wear will there have been upon it ; but the ’ ignorance of your uncourteous answer to the 
fish must be pulled up out of the taxes. | Granduke. 

Leo. 0 unbelieving age ! the number of pil- ! Leo. God’s liver ! uncourteous ! Gigi ! what 
grims is smaller by half than of the choristers and , dost thou mean 1 Is the successor of Jesus Christ 
assistants. All their staves put together would ! expected to be courteous 1 
not make fiddlesticks enough fo/ my chapel. i Oigi Pardon me, my master and Beatitude ! 

Gigi. The greater part‘*have chronic rheuma- j but of all the men that ever lived upon earth.. f'T 
tisms and liver complaints, so cruel and desperate ! man he was, the most courteous be to vv bom 
that your Holiness must beware of touching the j your Beatitude is successor. He kie- .v nu he 
shinbone ; for the rheum and liver have their | was as well as we do ; yet he was so goodnatured 
arches there whence the humours swell and flow i and fairspoken both to high and low, that, God 
out. The twelve pounds of quicksilver which his j forgive me ! but I think him worthy as the 
most catholic Majesty, King Ferdinand thepurger, j best of the saints; nay, in my mind he is the very 
sent for the silvering of such saints as were by i next to his sweet mother, 
father’s side or mother’s side of Spanish cxtrac- • Leo. Do you mean Pius the Seventh 1 
tl6n, and hidalgos, and had been duly purged, Gigi I thought your HoliiiesB had said, by im- 
have been employed in pills and unctions for the plication, that you were the successor of Jesus 
brethren and sisterhood, labouring under these Christ? 

bodily infirmities. Leo, Did I? I forgot it 1 am so; but times 

Leo. Vile ofi’criiig of his Majesty ! Twelve are altered, 
pounds of mercury are hardly worth twelve crowns, GHgi, Saint Peter himself could not improve 

unless the price has risen since ... I forget when. ^ upon him. 

Thbse brethren and sistefs must not kiss the Vir- Leo. Much may be said on both sides; but, 
gin : for she would infect the whole city after [ from the elevation on which it has pleased the 
them. Where arc they ? * ' Holy Ghost to place me, I can not listen to such 

Oigi They are in that ward of the hospital • subjects. I would remind the powers of Europe 
which the French made so neat and comfortable. | that I am their sovran ; and that what I conde- 
Leo My commands were that the pilgrims scend to receive from them is my due, as from 
1 (^oold be seen together in their dormitory, to vassals. 
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Cfigi, But the hundred candied citrons, which 
the young Granduke sent to your Beatitude, had 
always been sent as an act of mere courtesy. 
The custom, I have heard, originated with the 
Medici, who, according te the quaintness of an 
emblematic age, I imagine, would represent their 
armorial bearings of the golden balls by a pre- 
sent of citrons. It was customary for the Holi- 
ness of our Loi d to write a letter of thanks for 
the politeness shown to him ; your Sanctity did 
not write it, but ordered a secretary to say simply, 
^'Ihat your Sanctity had received the citrons, and 
appeared to be contented with them.*' 

Leo. Well, so'I was. 

Oigi. Next year, if I ma}’^ prophesy, your Bea- 
titude must be contented without ’em. 

Leo. I suspect as much. The last present I 
received from Tuscany, by the connivance (1 
doubt not) of some in power, prepares mo for this 
alfront. 

Oigi T should have thought the citrons would 
have been the last. 

Leo. No ; wliilc you were on my business at 
Orvieto, the Archbishop of Pisa sent me three 
large salmons and three codfish, the latter only 
salted, the former both salted and smoked, in- 
forming me that, according to thedii-ections he had 
received with ’em, they should not be opened, 
^or cut to pieces, nor washed, as it would be inju- 
rious to the flavour and would damage the flakes. 
One of feach was served up at my table on the 
third day of Lent, and my appetite was sharper 
than usual. Maria- Fabrizio, on applying the 
knife, fell at iny feet and kissed them, and asked 
me humbly, witli his eyes closed, whether it was 
my pleasure that it should* be a miracle or not. 
I Avondered what the man meant. He brought 
before me the two fishes ; a strong smell of tur- 
pentine invaded my nostrils; the two dainties 
were of pine-wood, a salmon-skin and cod-skin 
being drawn over them. For this insult, offered 
to me in the first instance, I understand, by one 
Ahab Uigworthy of Connecticut, I will forbid the 
Americans to visit Rome. 

Gigi. My dear master, your Beatitude, if an 
American sliould ever wish to visit Rome, it 
would only be to try his wits against the Jews; 
or to speculate, in case Saint Peter’s should come 
to the hammer, what may be the weight of lead 
sheeting and brass nails upon the roof, how many 
iron cramps in the walls, how much lime the 
pillars and statues would burn into, and what 
vent he could open for them. I will anbwer for 
it, there i.s more taste for the fine arts, and more 
knowledge of them, among the galley-slaves in 
Civita Vecchia, than in the most wealthy citizens 
of the* United Provinces. 

Leo. That I know ; and 1 am surprised how 
they could carve a fisli so like nature. 

Oigi An Indian carved it: the Indians both 
carve and paint : they are the Giottos and Cima- 
bucs of the Anglo-Americans. Your Holiness 
may exclude the new company of the pine-fishery, 
and not hurt them. But could not you have in- 


vited some of the Christian prinoea to ho pMaat 
at this solemnity I 

Leo, 1 prened the youngest, who aio tho moot 
ductile, and the oldest, who are the most dovontc 
neither age would yield to me. 

Oigi. No » not a Bourbon ! 

Leo. The Bourbons are either curds or oroaia : 
we ipay lick up a little of them, hut the^ cloao 
upon or slip under any impression we would make. 
Beside, they are never so pious as when they have 
e^ten a good dinner and are going to sleep. The 
two In&ntes of Spain proposed to attend nm, on 
condition that I would lend them each three 
thousand dollars : this, by advice of my secretar 
ries of the interior and of the finances, 1 agreed 
to do on their arrival at Rome. They replied; 
that at Madrid they could enforce credit, but that 
in the provinces the people would rather leave 
their houses than accommodate them with h sup- 
per or a night’s lodging ; and that without the 
money they and their mul^s would perish upon 
the road. The reflections were so extremely just^ 
so notoriously true, that I had no suspicion of a 
latent fraud, until o7ie of tjie faith informed me 
clandestinely, being in the king’s confidencOiJhat 
his Catholic Majesty had united, with his br^eni 
the Infantes in laying a trap foremy money,. and 
was, according to legitimacy of primogoi^tere, 
to have above ffalf to his own share. On renew* 
ing the negotiations, I proposed# to accept a his- 
torical piece by Y elasquez and another by Vandyk, 
as my security for the money. They, finding that 
the sum was below tjie value of the pictures, and 
fearing the reward of their perfidy, expressed the 
utmost sorrow that they could not attend mei, 
assuring me that apprehensions were entertained, 
from certain symptoms, that they both had caught 
the gout, by a constant attendance on their be- 
loved king and brother, and that their physicians 
had strongly recommended that they should con- 
tinue in their native air, without Which not one 
of the Faculty could answer for the consequenoes. 

Oigi. If they were not Infisi.ntes of Spain, and 
brothers of Ferdinand the Seventh, one might 
call them fhe greatest liars and scoundrels upon 
earth. Your Holiness would then really have 
accommodated them, after the first proof-impres- 
sion of their moral features. 

Leo. There is nothing 1 should not rejoice to 
do for a Bourbon, unless it be to take his bill of 
exchange or his word. In other respects hardly 
one in the family would deceive you. 

The two Infantes declare to me, that they would 
have come into Italy some time ago, while they 
had in their pockets some of the money they re- 
ceived for promising the pardon of sundry negroid 
but that they could not hnd in their hearts the 
resolution to leave behind them so fine a sight as 
that of Francesco della Torre, who had just been 
I sentenced, as' an acquaintance of Riego, to cany 
! round his neck the portrait of that traga^perro to 
: tjic place of execution, and there to b^old it 
j burnt by the hangman, 

1 Oigi His wife, I read in the gazette, is sen- 



POPE LEO XII. AND HIS VALET GIOL 349 


tenoed to the galleye for ten years, as being her 
httsband'ft accomplice.* I wish some lawyer con d 
explain to me how this is. Accomplice in what 
If l&e were not the accomplice of her husband, 
the would sin against Holy Church. If she re- 
fhfled to receive and entertain his acquaintance . . . 

Leo, She might receive and entertain them : 
such was her duty: but she ought also to de- 
nounce them, together with the husband, before 
the police or the confessor. 

Cfigi, Ay, ay 1 now I understand the meaning 
of reception and entertainment. Without si^h 
explanations, from time to time, we should forget 
our duties and become heretics. 

Curse this pin upon my shirt ! I needed not to 
have crossed myself, fool as I was, in talking about 
'these hell-fagots. By Bacchus, it has drawn blood ! 

’ Would no prince or princess of Portugal step 
forward, and lend a hand at the suds I 

Leo. Prince Michael would perhaps have fa- 
voured me with his presence, if it had not been 
required at Paris, wlf ther he is gone in order to 
protect his country from the horrors of a consti- 
tution, after valiantly fighting against his father, 
in defence of legitimacy, under the commands of 
thajjofi^ Alliance. My regard for the House of 
Braganza is little* less than for, the Capets; and 
I myself advised the king to delay no longer the 
wishes of his people, and proposed two constitu- 
tions. The first and preferable Consisted of one 
eetixte, namely the king, but subject to the advice 
of his privy council, removable by him at pleasure, 
with the sole exception of the archbishop of the 
realm, perpetual president .thereof. The second 
was of four estates; the king, the clergy, the 
nobility, the populace. The king, as in other free 
countries, should at his option lay down or reject 
any law; and every one should originate with 
him, excepting the ecclesiastical, which are written 
in heaven from the beginning, and are thence 
delivered down to me, and from me to the faith- 
ful, as occasion may require. The taxes were to 
be decreed by the king, the clergy, and the no- 
bility ; and their impartiality was certain and un- 
avoidable, since they were not parties concerned. 
A more extensive power was left to the populace ; 
namely, that of paying them. This plan however 
was considered as affording a bad example ; and 
I was called a liberal at the court of Vienna. 
Hence I was afraid of pressing more urgently a 
prince or princess of Portugal, lest I should be 
suspected of an inclination to shake the conti- 
nental system, which has been declared by all the 
sovrans the same for the whole body of them, 
whatever game they may be playing, in one 
chamber or two chambers, for the amusement of 
their idle and unthinking vassals. Constitution- 
houses and card-built houses serve the same pur- 
pose, and are erected on the same foundations. 

Cfigi. Kings sympathise with kings, not with 
nations. A field of battle, strown with twenty 
^ousand slain, is only a ticket to their ball- 

* These are facts. 


rooms: show them a scaffold, with one (lately) 
crowned head^upon it, and the bass-viol stands 
alone in the orchestra. 

Leo. This is as it should be, as it always was, 
and, by the blessing of our Lady, always shall be. 
I declare to you, Gigi, I am no liberal, doubt me 
as they may ; and that I proposed a constitution, 
on the firm conviction that, without it, the royal 
authority can never reach its utmost height in 
safety. 

Oigi. Yet your Beatitude stands alone. 

Leo. 1 am the ruler of kings, the vicegerent of 
God ; 1 read no other name in his (.‘ommissionr 

Oiyi. Master, my Holiness, let me look at it. 

Leo. Gigi, Gigi ! thine are ey5s of the flesh. 

Oigi. They can read commissions. 

Leo, Kot such as ours arc. 

Oigi, There is nothing that your Beatitude can 
not see and do : yet I now recollect what I heard 
the other day : which is, that you and the mon- 
archs your friends and allies, striving to throw 
back the world upon the remains of Chaos in the 
bosom of Vacuity, are like the little figures round 
Greek vases, which strain at one thing and stand 
in one place for ages, and have no more to do in 
the supporting or moving of the vases than the 
worms have. 

Leo, This language is not yours, is not an 
Italian’s, is not a eontmental’s : it breathes the 
bluff air of England. If I had the speaker here, 
I would cast him into a dungeon. 

Oigi. 0 for God's sake, your Holiness, do not 
think of it ! The first boat’s crew that lauded 
upon the coast would lay Kome in ashes. 

Leo. I would remove the money and sniifl‘froiu 
the custom-house; and the heretics could not 
keep possession of f|ie country ; no, not if there 
w^re a hundred of ’em. 

Cfigi. Alas ! sir, a hundred of them would hold 
all Italy against the devil. On their landing, the 
carhoruiri would not want fuel : there is nowhere 
a hill from Como to Taranto that would not have 
a fire upon it. The old Bucentaur v. rJ l be .dert 
as Argo. Every soul that is not cov led and oaa- 
80 cked,and two- thirds of these, would make swords 
out of soup-ladles, encrusted with boiling-hot 
menestra, and bayonets but of spits, though the 
roast were still in the centrr of em, phizzing. 

Leo. Gigi, it is high time to put down these 
bad humours, when they prevail in ninety-nine 
out of a hundred ; and yet the princes would not 
give ear unto me, nor come to my jubilee. A fat 
boar, weltering in his blood, squeezed an ave- 
maria from my late son of Naples. My late son 
of Prance thought of Christ and Paradise after a 
salmi of ten woodcocks, and would then toll M. 
Blacas, the Gascon, to feel his heart, how it was 
beating for the service of the faith. My* .son of 
Modena is never so devout as when ho tijanks 
the Lord in his mercy, after having taken up and 
imprisoned a carbonaro, who had lo.st a brother 
and who himself liad bled in fighting tor the 
restoration of his most Serene Highness. Other 
princes boast that they have larger armies in pro 
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portion to the extent of their territoiy thiin th^ : 
xny son of Modena boasts that he has impiison^, 
or denounced to the emperor for iinprisoninentt 
more suspected subjects than all the hM!etical 
kings on the whole Continent, although he of 
Prussia is a half-catholic in this heroism. He in 
his vigilance keeps up such a well-directed fire 
. gainst the philosophical and learned, both within 
bis dominions and without, that I suspect in 
f.nothcr .year I Bhall have to illuminate Saint 
Teter’s for him, as a convert to the truth. 

GujL Cod for])id ! He has not the heart to hold 
jt a single flask of oil toward it. When his 
ife Icanu'd English, he came every day into the 
oom and caught the lessons by stealth, paying 
(uily for one scholar, and that meanly. He and 
t'is heir apparent have the two poorest purses, in 
Cieir way, of any two gentlemen living. Were I 
your Holine.s8, I would dally with his doubts, 
until my successor should have the cost of his 
baplism : or 1 would demand half a dozen pieces 
of l.ra.^s cannon from him, apprehensive that the 
^.a.vincnt of such a sum in coined money would 
iu oak his lieart at the font. I myself would not 
i.ndcrtake to teach Itim his catechism, until 1 had 
: lade him count out upon this palm three dollars 
< '■ his Majesty’s, trying them with my nail whether 
they were all unci ip t. Otherwise I might be dis- 
i' ppointed, as your Holiness is. 

Lm, The money spent in the city by strangers, 
throughout the whole time of the jubilee, vill not 
pay for ibe three conversions, altlmugh the Jew ’ 
•diouJd grow rea.sonaljle ; and people are so little 
’.cciipicd or concerned in it, that the affair of the 
r.nglishman and Irishman, on Ash Wednesday, 
tas excited a good deal of idle conversation, 1 
hear. Do you know the particulars, Gigi '! I am 
afraid they have been misrepresented to me ; l^r 
although this is the seat of Sanctity, it is not in- 
’'ariably the seat of Truth. 

Gigi If it is, her rump has left no mark on the 
' ushion. The story, as 1 heanl it, is this. An 
‘»’islunan, of somewhat loose habits, had declared 
his intention to father Matthew-Rodcrick O’Rian, 
wf scourging himself in the church among the 
penitoiits. Another acquaintance of father Mat- 
Ihcw-llodcrick said jocosely, “What will oiir friend j 
Kmiiianucl-Roger O’Gorman do '! If he lays whip 
to his body, it must have l>cen knotted by some ] 
fair hand; and no hair will touch his skin but 
what, he knows how to smoothen.” “Sir,” replied 
father O' Rian, “ though Mr. O’Gorman loves 


jectioxw following the most ibneiful reeommdndft^ 
tions (some very pressing and some very fond- 
ling) of his sinfol soul, to the Virgin and her 
crucified Son. After which, M. Tatterel heard 
the scourge; but it sounded like the ripple of 
lake Agnano on the softest of its sands ;* and he 
applied a stout leather, which he had taken 
down on purpose from behind his carriage, to the 
shoulders of tlic Hibernian supplicant. At first 
O’Gorman thought it was the devil who did it, 
and cried, “ 0 Ohrist save me ! Lord have mercy 
upen me ! ” A laugh ill suppressed, and another 
smart stroke across the shoulders, undeceived 
him, and, starting from his liturgical trance, he 
exclaimed indignantly, “ Damn your blood I what 
are you at?” Seizing at the same moment the 
offender, he hold him, and blasted him eveiy now 
and then with flashes of oaths, while he repeated* 
the remainder of the litany and lauds. 1 was not 
very near, and could only catch a few of his ftil- 
minations, as the priests were chanting Domi- 
niM vohiscwiii ; et mm tm : and Oremua, 

These words, your Holiness may remember, 
so long in chanting, that Signed Emmanuel 
would not let slip so fair and* tempting an oppor* 
tiinity of pouring out his choler and coforoida- 
tions. Nor did he suffer the in^igioiis assailant 
to escape from his grasp, either iif the confusion 
of the service or at the close of it. At the door 
he recognised the features of M. Tatterel, who 
whether from apprehension or frotn decorum had 
been silent and hid his face, and there Signor 
j Emmanuel challenged him to pistols the next 
morning. Some of khe young Irish, who were 
j present, told of the abomination, and by order of 
I the police, M. Tatterel, having first been fined three 
hundred crowns, is sent away from the Roman 
states. M. Emmanuel-Rjgor (,)’(« orman has been 
j persuaded by father Matthew-Itoderick to forego 
his vengeance, as likely to become a stumbling- 
block and . a scandal. “ Why, father Matthew- 
Roderick, be easy and contented now,” said Signor 
Emmanuel Roger. “ In my own country I must 
take notice of him, as you know, or there *8 no 
living ; but. I do faithfully swear and protnise, as 
a Christiaiuand man of honour, to let him alone 
while I am in the Holy City, and the mean fellow 
keeps his distance.” The good father praised his 
resolution, and was quite satisfied, saying, in the 
voice of an angel, " K all Christians did so ! ” 

* ScioppiviB would have given the plouB Irishman a 
capital piece of Information, if he had ever read the 


wine and women, and quarrels and swears occa- 
sionally, he is an excellent Christian at bottom, 
and has declared to me his intention to scourge 
himself.” 

On this, M. Tatterel, the Englishman, watched 
and followed his friend O’Gorman through the 
crowd, and contrived to place himself just behind 
him in the church. The candles being extin- 
guished, he heard distinctly the sobs of O’Gor- 
man, for none sobbed louder, and guttural inter- 


Jufamia Famiani. 

’^Flagellum ego in monasterio Laurentianomanibustrao* 
tavi, ct Carol! V sanguine (ut aiebant) adhuooblitum vldi. 
Rome tamen quotannls quinetd majoris hebdomad* fori A 
cuinplures iiiveniuntur, flagrionea et plagipatid*, eive 
plaglgera hominum genera, ut Plautus loquitur, qui tribut 
iulig denariis conduci potisiint, ut in supplimU^icme publioA 
sou prooesBione, longo fortiores Carolo viroa ee pnBbeaat ia 
tergo flagris conoidendo,” &c. p. 18 . 

Perhaps he would have been of opinion that in the year 
of Jubilee one is bound to scourge himself* althoQiAtla QllMf 
years this duty, like all the rest, is vioairitoiia. 
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Saieca. Epictetus ’ I desired your master Epa- 
pliroditus to send you hither, having been much 
pleased with hi^ report of your conduct, and much 
surprised at the ingenuity of your writings. 

Mpictetua, Then I am afraid, my friend^. . . 

Seneca. My friend ! are these the expressions . . 
W ell, let it pass. Philosophers must bear bravely. 
The people expect it. 

Ejdctetvs. Are philosophers then only philoso- 
phers for the people 1 and, instead of instructing 
them, must they play tricks before them 1 Give 
me rather the gravity of dancing dogs. Their 
motions are ‘for the rabble ; their reverential eyes 
► and pendent paws arc under the pressure of awe 
at a master ; but they are dogs, and not below 
thefr destinies. 

Seneca. Epictetus ! I will give you three talents 
to let me hike that q^sutiment for my# own. 

Epktetiui. I would give thee twenty, if I had 
them, to make it thine. 

Semca. You moan, by lending to it the graces 
o^my language. 

Epicteim. I iwjan, by lending it to thy conduct. 
And now le6 me console and comfort thee, 
under the calamity I brought' on thee by calling 
thee my f riend. If thou art not my friend, why 
send for met .Enemy I can ha^e none : being a 
slave, Fortune has now done with me, 

Seneca. Continue then your former observa* 
tions. What wore y<m saying '{ 

Epictetus. Thai, v.'bich thou interruptedst. 

Seneca. Wluit u as it ? 

Ej^ictetns. \ should have remarked that, if thou 
foundest ingenuity in my wTiliug.s, thou must have 
discovered in them some deviation from the plain 
homely truths of Zeno and Cleanthes. 

Serieca. We all swerve a little from them. 

Epictetus. In practice too '{ * 

Semca. Yea, even in pnictice, 1 am afraid. 

Epictetus. Often ? 

Seneca. Too often. 

Epictetus. Strange ! I have been attentive, and 
yet have remarked but .one difference among 
yon great personages at Rome. 

Seneca. What difference fell under your obser- 
vation 1 

Epictetus. Crates and Zeno and Cleanthes taught 
us,, that our desires were to bo subdued by philo- 
sophy alone. In this city, their acute and inven- 
tive scholars take us aside, and show us that there 
is not only one way, but two. 

Seneca. Two ways ? 

Epictetus. They whisper in our ear, These 
two ways are philosophy and enjoyment : the wiser j 
man will take the readier, or, not finding it, the 
alternative.*’ Thou reddenest. 

Semca. Monstrous degeneracy I 

Epictetus. What magnificent rings 1 1 did not no- 
uoe them until thou lif tedst up thy hands to heaven, 
In detestation of such effexxiinacy and impudence. 


Seneca. The rings are not amiss : my rank rivets 
them upon my fingers : I am forced to wear them. 
Our emperor gave me one, Epaphroditus another, 
Tigellinus the third. I cannot lay them aside a 
single day, for fear of offending the gods, and 
those whom they love the most worthily. 

Epictetus. Although they make thee stretch out 
thy fingers, like the anus and legs of one of us 
slaves upon a cross. 

Seneca. 0 horrible ! Find some other resem- 
blance. 

Epictetus. The extremities of a fig-leaf. 

Seneca. Ignoble! 

Epictetus. The claws of a t(»ad, trodden on ir 
stoned. 

Seneca. You have great need, Epictetus, of an 
instructor in eloquence and rhetoric : you want 
topics and tro))es and figures. 

Epictetus. I have no room for them. They make 
such a buzz in the house, a man’s own wife can not 
understand what he says to her. 

Semca. Let us reason a little upon style. 1 
would set you right, and remove from before you 
the prejudices of a somewhat rustic education. 
We may adorn the simplicity of the wisest. 

Epictetus. Thou canst not aiom simplicity. 
What is naked or defective is susceptible of deco- 
ration : what is decorated is simplicity no longer. 
Thou mayest give another thing in exchange for 
it ; but if thou wert master of it, thou woulust 
preserve it inviolate. It is no wonder that we 
mortals, little able as we are to see truth, should 
be less able to expr^s it. 

, Semca. You have formed at present no idea 
of style. 

Epictetus. 1 never think aboul; it. First I con- 
sider whether what I am about to say i.s true ; then 
whether I can say it with brevity, in such a inf a- 
ner as that others shall see it as cloaj ..s i do in 
the light of truth ; for if they survey it as an in- 
i genuity, my desire is ungratified, my duty unful- 
I filled. I go not with those who dance round the 
image of ’iVuth, less out of honour to ho* than to 
display their agility and 

Semca. We must attract the attention of readers 
by novelty and force and grandeur of expression. 

Epictetus. Wo must. Nothing is so grand as 
truth, nothing so forcible, nothing so novel. 

Semca. Sonorous sentences are wanted, to 
awaken the lethargy of indolence, 
j Epictetiui. Awaken it to what? Here lies the ques- 
tion ; and a weighty one it is. If thou awakenest 
men where they can see nothing and do no work, 
it is better to let them rest : but will not they, 
thinkest thou, look up at a rainbow, unless they 
I are called to it by a clap of thunder ? 

I Seneca. Your early youth, Epictetus, has been 
j I will not say neglected, but cultivated with rude 
i instruments and unskilful hands. 

I EpUsUtm, 1 thank God for it. Those rude inp 



102 IMAGIKABY CONYBBSATIOlSra 


•tmments have left the turf lying yet toward the 
•nn; and thoee unskilful hands have plucked out 
the docks. 

8emca, We hope and believe that we have 
attained a vein of eloquence, brighter and more 
varied tha u has been hitherto laid open to the 
world. 

Epictetus. Than any in the Greek 1 

Seneca. We trust so. 

Epictetus. Than youf Cicero’s? 

Seneca. If the declaration may be made without 
an offence to modesty. Surely you cannot esti- 
mate or value the eloquence of that noble pleader. 

Epictetus. Imperfectly ; not being bom in Italy ,* 
and the noble pleader is a much less man with 
me than the noble philosopher. I regret that 
having farms and villas, he would not keep 
his distance from the pumping up of foul words, 
against thieves, cut-throats, and other rogues: 
and that he lied, sweated, and thumped his head 
and thighs, in behalf of those who were no better. 

Semca. Senators must have clients, and must 
protect them. 

Epictetus. Innocent or guilty 1 

Seneca, Doubtless. 

Epictetus. If it becomes a philosopher to regret 
at all, and if I regret what is, and might not be, 
I may regret more what both is and must be. 
However it is an amiable thing, and no small 
merit in the wealthy, even to trifle and play at 
their leisure hours with philosophy. It can not 
be expected that such a personage .should espouse 


her, or should reconuneiid hmt m an 
mate to his heir. 

Semca, I would. 

Epictetus, Yes, Seneca, but thou hast no son 
to make the match for ; and thy recommendation, 
I suspect, would be given him before he could 
consunmiate the marriage. Every man wishes 
his sons to be philosophers while they are young; 
but ta^es especial care, as they grow older, to 
teach them its insufficiency and unfitness for their 
intercourse with mankind. The paternal voice 
says, " You must not be particular : you are about 
to have a profession to live by : follow those who 
have thriven the best in it” How among these, 
whatever be the profession, canst thou point out 
to me one single phUosopher? 

Semca, Not just now. Nor, upon reflection, do 
I think it feasible. 

Epictetus. Thou indeed mayest live much to 
thy ease and satisfaction with philosophy, having 
(they say) two thousand talents. 

Seneca. Apd a trifle to sp^’^e . . pressed upon 
me by that godlike youth, my pupil Nero. 

Epictetus. Seneca ! where God hqth placed a 
mine, he hath placed the materials of an eaftih' 
quake. ^ 

Semca. A true philosopher is bpyond the refiSh 
of Fortune. , , 

Effictetus. The fii^se one thinks himself so. 
Fortune cares libolo about philosophers ; but she 
remembers where she hath set a rich msn, and 
she laughs to see the Destinies at lis door. 


PETER THE GREAT AND ALEXIS. 


Eeter. And so, after flying from thy father’s 
house, thou hast returned again from Vienna. 
After this affront in the face of Europe, thou 
darest to appear before me 1 

Alexis. My emperor and father ! I am brought 
before your majesty, not at my own desire. 

Peter. I believe it w^ell. 

Alexis. I would not anger you. 

Peter. What hope hadst thou, rebel, in thy 
flight to Vienna 1 

Aleods. The hope of peace and privacy; the 
hope of security ; and above all things, of never 
more offending you. 

Pekr. That hope thou hast accomplished. 

Thou iinagiuedst then that my brother of 
Austria would maintain thee at his court . . 

speak ! 

Alexis. No, sir ! I imagined that he would have 
afforded me a place of refoge. 

Peter. Didst thou then ^e money with thee 1 

Alexis. A few gold pieces. 

Peter. How many 1 

Alexis. About sixty. 

Pefer. He would have given thee promises fl>r 
half ^the money ; but the double of it does not 
purchase a house ; ignorant wretch ! 

Alexis. I knew as much as that; although my 
birth did not appear to destine me to purchase a 


house anywhere ; and hitherto your liberality, my 
father, hath supplied my wants of every kind. 

Peter. Not of wisdom, not of dtity, not of spirit, 
not of courage, not of ambition. I have educated 
thee among my guards and horses, among my 
drums and trumpets, among my flags and masts. 
When thou werta child, end couldst hardly walk, 
I have taken thee into the arsenal, though chil- 
dren should not enter, according to regulations ; 
I have there rolled cannon-balls before thee over 
iron plates ; ^and I have shown thee bright new 
arms, bayonets and sabres ; and I have pricked 
the back of my hands until the blood came out 
in many places ; and I have made thee lick it ; 
and I have then done the same to thine. After- 
ward, from thy tenth year, I have mixed gun- 
powder in thy grog ; I have peppered thy peaches; 
I have poured bilge-water (with a little good 
wholesome tar in it) upon thy melons ; I have 
brought out girls to mock thee and bocker thee, 
and talk like mariners, to make thee braver. 
Nothing would do. Nay, recollect thee 1 I have 
myself led thee forth to the window when fellcws 
were hanged and shot ; and I have ahoTO thee 
every day the halves and quarters of bodies ; and 
1 have sent an orderly or chamberlain for the 
heads ; and I have pulled the cap up from over 
the eyes; and I have made thee, in spite ol 
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Hb^y look stedfestly upon them; incorrigible mourners; that frugality was supplanted by in- 
aawaxd ! temperance ; that o^er was succeeded by confu- 

And now another word with thee about thy sion ; and t^t your m^esty was destroying the 
scandalous flight fivvm the palace ; in time of glorious plans you alone were capable of devising, 
quiet too ! To the point ! did my brother of Peter. I destroy them ! how ? Of what plans 
Austria invite thee 1 Did he, or did he not ? art thou speaking ? 

Aiesew. May I answer without doing an irgury Alexis. Of civilising the Muscovites. The 
0r disservice to his Imperial Majesty? Polanders in part wore civilised: the Swedes 

jPsfrr. Thou mayest. What injury ca^st thou more than any other nation on the coi^tinont ; 
or anyone do, by the tongue, to sneh as he is ? and so excellently versed were they in rnilitaiy 
Alexig, At the moment, no ; he did not. Nor science, and so courageous, that every man you 
Indeed can I assert that ho at any time in^ted killed cost you seven or eight, 
me : but he said he pitied me. Peter. Thou liest ; nor six. And civilised for- 

Peter, About what ? hold thy tongue : let that sooth ! Why, the robes of the metropolitan, him 
pass. Princes never pity but when they would at ITpsal, arc not worth thrbe ducats, bolween 
make traitors ; then their hearts grow tenderer Jew and Livorncsc. 1 have no notion that Poland 
than tripe. He pitied thee, kind soul, when and Sweden shall be the only r^oun tries that pro- 
Imt would throw thee at thy father’s head; but duce .great princes. Whnt right h ive they to 
finding thy father too strong for him, he now such as Oustavus and Sobicski t lOui ope ought 
cofiunisorates the parent, laments the son’s rash- to look to this, before diseonleiit becoiiies general, 
ness and disobedience, and would not make God and the people does to us what we have the 
angry for the wiyld. At first, however, there privilege of doing to the people. T am wasting 
must have been some overture on his pari, ; other- my words : there is no arguing wiib |>(>...irivo fools 
wise thou art too shame-faced for intrusion, like thcc. So thou wouldst liave de^iire(] mt* to 
Come . . thouTiast never had wit enough to lie let the Polandcrs and !^\ve<les lie si ill and quiet 
mathe truth, the whole truth. Two such powerful nations ! 

A 2eant9. He arid that, if everj wanted an asylum, Alexis. For that reason and others T would 

his court waif open to me. ^ have gladly seen them rest, until our own people 

Peter. Open ! so is the tavern ; but folks pay had increased in nnmbcrs and prosperity. 

Ibr what they get there. OpeJ truly ! and didst Peter. And thus tlum dispulest-my right, before 
thou find it s<k? my fece, to the exercise of the supremo power. 

Alexis. He received me kindly. Alexis. Sir I God forbid ! 

Peter. I seo he did. Peter. Ood forbM in(loe<l ! What care such 

Alexis. Derision, 0 hither, is not the fiite villains as thou art whal, God forbids 1 Tie forbids 
I merit. the son to be disobedient to (bo fafher: be for- 

Peter. True, true! it was not intended. bids . . he forbids . . twenty .'liiugs. I do not 

Alexis. Kind father I punish me then as you will, wish, and will not* have, '' successor who dreams 
Pet&r. Viliam ! wouldst thou kiss my hand [•of dead people, 
too? Art thou ignorant that the Austrian threw Alexis. My father ! I have <lrcrinit of none such, 

thee away from him, with the same indifference Peier. Thou hast ; and hast talked about them 

as he would the outermost leaf of a sandy sun- . Scythians I think they cab '(*m. Now who 
burnt lettuce? ^ told thee, Mr. Professor, that tlu: Scythians were 

Alexis. Alas 1 I am not ignorant of this. a happier people than we arc ; Ih;. (bey were iu- 

Peter. He dismissed thee at my order. If I had offensive ; that they were free ; I bai ihe^ wandered 
demanded from him his daughter, to be the bed- with their carts from pasture to paHt;;ri., from river 
Mow of a Kaimuc, he would have given her, and to river; that they traded with good faith ; that 
praised God. they fought with good t;oarage ; that they injured 

Alexis. 0 father I is his baseness my crime ? none, invaded none, and fr:**ed none? At thifi 
Peter. No ; thine is greater. Thy intention, rate 1 have effected nothing. The great founder 
I know, is to subvert the institutions it has been of Rome, I heard in Holland, slew his brother 
the labour of my lifetime to establish. Thou for despiting the weaknesH of his walls : and shall 
hast never rejoiced at my victories. the founder of this better place spare a degenerate 

Alexis. I have rejoiced at your happiness and son, who prefers a vagabond life to a civilised one, 
your safety. a cart to a city, a Scythian to a Muscovite ? Have I 

Peter. Liar I coward I traitor ! when the Poland- not shaved my people, and breeched them ? Have 
era and Swedes fell before me, didst thou from not formed them into regular armies, with 
thy soul congratulate me? Didst thou get drunk bauds of music and havresacs? Are bows bettor 
at home or abroad, or praise the Lord of Hosts than cannon? shepherds than dragoons, mare’s 
and saint Nicolas? Wert thou not silent and civil milk than brandy, raw steaks than broiled? 
and low-spirited ? Thine are tenets that strike at the root of polite- 

Ahsds, I lamented the irretrievable loss of ness and sound government. Evciy prince in 
human life ; I lamented that the bravest and Europe is interested in rooting them out by fire 
noblest were swept away the first; that^the and sword. There is no other way with false 
gentlest, and most domestic were the earliest I doctrines : breath against breath does Utile. 
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AUxk, Bire, I never have attempl^ to disee- 
minate xny opinions. 

Peter, How couldst thou ? the seed would &11 
only upon granite. Those, however, who oaoig^t 
it brought it to me. 

AlesBia, Never have I undervalued dvilisation : 
on the contraiy, I regretted whatever impeded 
it. In my opinion, the evils that have been 
attributed to it, sprang from its impeifeetions 
and voids; and no nation has jet aic<]iiir6d it 
more than very scantily. 

Peter. How so? give me thy reasons; thy 
fancies rather ; for reason thou hast none. « 

Alexis. When I and the first of men, in rank 
and genius^ hating one another, and becoming 
slanderers and liars in order to lower and vilify 
an opponent ; when I hear the God of mercy in- 
voked to massaores, and thanked for fiirthering 
what he reprobates and condemns; I look back in 
vain on any barbarous people for worse barbarism. 

1 have expressed my admiration of our fore&thers, 
who, not being Christians, were yet more virtu- 
ous than those who are ; more temperate, more 
just, more sincere, more chaste, more peaceable. 

Peter. Malignant atheist 1 

A lexia. Indeed, my lather, were I malignant 1 
must be an atheist ; for malignity is oontraiy to 
the command, and inoonsistent with the belief 
of God. 

Peter. Am I Czar of Musoovy, and hear dis- 
courses on reason and rQligionl from my own 
son too I No, by the Holy Trinity I thou art no 
son of mine. If thou touchest my knee again, 
1 crack thy knuckles with this tobaooo«topper ; 
I ish it were a sledge-hammer for thy sake. 
sycophant I Off, run-away slaye I 

Alexia. Father! father! my heart is broken ij 
If I have offended, forgive me I 

PeUr. The state requires thy signal ponlsli- 
ment. 

Alexia. If the state requires it, be it so: but 
let my father’s anger cease ! 

Peter. The world shall judge between us. I will 
brand thee with infamy. 

Alexia. Until now, 0 father f I never had a 
proper sense of glory. Hear me, 0 Csar I let not 
a thing so vile as 1 am stand between you and the 
world ! Let none accuse you ! 

Peter. Accuse me! rebel! Accuse me! traitor! 

Alexia. Let none speak ill of you, 0 my father! 
The public voice sh^es the palace ; the public 
voice penetrates the grave ; it precedes the chariot 
of Almighty God, and is heard at the judgment- 
seat. 

Peter. Let it go to the devil ! I will have none 
of it here in Petersburgh. Our church says 
nothing about it; our laws forbid it. As for 
thee, unnatural brute, I have no more to do with 
thee neither ! 

Ho there 1 chancellor ! What 1 come at last ! 
Wert napping, or counting thy ducate? 

OhanceHor. Your m^esty’s will and pleasure ! 

Peter. Is the senate assembled in that room 1 

Chancellor. Every member, sire. 


Peter, Conduct this youtn with the^n^ mH 
them judge him : thou nnderstandest mSk 
Chancellor. Your migeBty*s commands aiw 
breath of our nostrils. 

Peter, If these rascals are remiss, I will 
new cargo of Livonian hemp upon ’em* t 
(returning). Sire! sire) 

Peter. Spei^ fellow ! Surely thi^ have M 
condemned him to death, without giving thma* 
selves time to read the accusation, that thou 
comest hack so quickly. 

OTbnee^. No,sire! Nor has either been dona 
Peter. Then thy head quits thy ahooldeea 
ChanceUar. Osire! 

Peter. Curse thy sUfy eiresi what art 
about! 

OJamoeUor, Alas ! he fell 
Peter. Tie him up to thy chair then. Oowaidfy 
beast I what made him &11 1 • 

ChanoeUcr, The hand of Death ; the name of 
ihther. ^ ^ 

Peter. Thou pussiest mw; piythee speak 
plainlier. ^ 

ChemoeUor. We told him that -his crime was 
proven and manifest ; that his* Ilfs was forfeited. 
Peter. So fiur, well enough. ^ ^ 

ChancdloT. He slniled. ^ 

Peter. He did ! did he ! Impudence shall do 
him little good. • Who could have expected it 
from that smock-face ! Go on : what then ! 

Chancellor. He said calmly, but not without 
sighing twice or thrice, ** Lead me to the scaffold : 
1 am weary of life ; nobody loves me.” I con- 
doled with him, and weft upon his hand, holding 
the piq>er against my bosom. He took the 
comer of it between his fingers, and said, ** Bead 
me this paper: read my death-warrant Your 
Mlenoe and tears have signified it; yet the law 
has its forms. Do not keep me in suspense. 
Ify fiither says, too truly, I am not conrageons : 
but the dea^ that leads me to my God ahiill 
never terrify me.” • 

Peter. I have seen these white-livered knaves 
die resolutely : I have seen them quietly fieroe 
like white ferrets, with their watery eyes and tiny 
teeth. You read it! 

Chanodlor. In part, sire! When he heard 
your miyesty’s name, accusiiig him of treason and 
attempts at rebellion and parricide, he fell speeoh- 
B. We raised him up : he was motionless : he 
was dead! 

Peter. Inconsiderate and barbarous varlet as 
thou art, dost thou recite this ill accident to a 
Ikther ! And to one who has not dined ) Bring 
me a glass of brandy. 

Chancellor. And it please yonr mqjesty, might 
1 call a . . a . . 

Peter. Away, and bring it: scamper 1 All 
equally and alike shall obey and serve me. 

Hearkyel bring the bottle with it: I must 
cool myself . . and . . hearkye I a rasher of bacon 
on thy life 1 and some pickl^ sturgeon, and soma 
kroi!rt and caviar, and good strong cheese. 



80LIMAN AND MUFTI 


BMmm, Mufti, soy teadier and alsfa^ I aa^f 
onto thee wdoome. 

Welcome I aay onto thee, my maater 
dificiple. ^ 

Qod, he ia meitdftil : God, he ia God. 

Good fortune ^follow that piona eructation of 
thine, 0 leader of true believers, under me the 
prince of the Faithful ! * 

MuftL 0 son of Selim I may the Almighty de- 
liver into thy hands those thou lovest and ^ose 
thou hatest Thy servant here awaits thy com- 
mands. 

Solima/n, My commandsaxe^ 0 Mufti ! fountain 
of truth and wisdom to the preachers of the word t 
that praises be offered up in every mo^k, for 
our victory over the inhdeL 

a farther illuminJIon from thy oo^tenance, O 
mediterrane|n of light! he would presume to 
inquire of thy pure intelligence, victory 1 For 

verilj^the Merciful liath bestowed on thee such a 
siiirits of them^ha*; if anything, after the miracles 
of our PropJ^et, were wantLftg to demonstrate 
God’s reprobation of the unbeliever, the years of 
thy reign, like successive lightnings that open 
the heavens and strike the earth, would severally 
declare it. First, the strongest and most beauti- 
ful of European cities, Belgrade, abased her towers 
and threw open her gates before thy scimetar. 
The following year ran the swifter its celestial 
course, that it might behold the sunny Bhodes 
adorn her brow with the crescent, and the flower 
of Christian chivaliy lie dishonoured in the dust. 
Himgaiy, the richest portion of the unbeliever’s 
heritage, hath cast her fortresses at thy feet, and 
hath left her king extinct in the midst of them. 
Barbarossa, at thy order, Bath shaken the princi- 
palities of Africa, and hitth fixed his flag immov- 
ably on the citadel of Tunis. The incestuous 
Charles hath now lost his navy and army on that 
coast ; hardly a vessel, hardly a soldier, escaping 
from the wreck. * 

Solimem, My intention is, to enlighten the dim- 
eighted, by ordering the Koran to be tnuulsted 
into the languages of all nations. 

Why dost thou raise thine eyes^ Mufti 1 

God is God ; and M^omet is his pro- 
phet 1 

Sdimxm, Yeaty tme : that is what I wish to 
teach the world nniversally. 

Mvfii. God is great I God is meidfiil f God is 
just! 

Solvman, Who the devil doubts it? 

MvfU. God loveth his people 1 God abases the 
proud I God exalts the humble 1 

Soliman. Let him, let him. . to 

the purpose ? Are we at prayers ? in the 

mosk? that thou utterest these idft woies . . 
truths I mean . . making tby lips quiver Uke*a 
pointer's at a partridge. Get the Koran translated 


well and thoroughly : I have given orders already 
for the commencement l^et those who believe, 
believe now the better ; and those who never be- 
lieved, begin. 

0 son of Selim ! if every man reads, one 
or two in every province will think. 

Soliman. Let them, let them : few shall have 
leisure for that What harm would it do among 
riie old and lame ; the only people left out of the 
soldiery, in wise and good governments ? 

Mvfii. The lame and the old grow stronger in 
the tongue ; as the deaf grow stronger in the sense 
of feeling, the blind in t^t of hearing. They will 
chatter about thiugs holy. 

Soliman. Why not? 

Mvfii. Alas ! 0 son of Selim ! the miracles of 
our prophet, those gems of our religion, would 
lose their lustre, handled and turned over by the 
ungodly. 

Sdiimn. No doubt they would : therefore 1 
will make them godly, and teach them the true 
word. 

Mufti. Serene highness! let us of the moi^ 
do that The Clement hath appointed us to his 
ministry. 

Soliman. My resolution is, to scatter the good 
seed in all lands, having now well ploughed and 
harrowed them. 

Mvfii. Suppose, 0 my master and lord, we 
turn the plough and barrow over them another 
{ time or two. 

Soliman. God is piercifol ! we cannot do thai^ 
h^they embrace the faith. 

Mufti. The Koran would lose much of its beauty 
if we attempted to translate it from the language 
iu which it was delivered to us by our Prophet. 

Soliman. Swine do not look for sightly food, 
but for plentiful. The Koran would bestow on 
the dogs (dogs indeed no longer when once 
circumcised) everlasting life, taken in what man- 
ner and in what words it may be. 

Mvfhi,. Think, 0 magnificent ! . . 

SbUman. 1 will think no more about the mat- 
ter : it shall be done : I seo no other w^ay of making 
good sul^eetB. 

Mvfii. The waters of Damascus have not lost 
their virtues in tempering the sabre. Books 
never made men believers. We must, under that 
benign influence which Heaven showers upon the 
son of Selim, preserve the Koran, preserve the 
book of life, ^m the vulgar. 

Soliman. What ! shall we, acknowledged even 
by our enemies as the most honest and just of 
men, descend from that high station, and imitate 
the impostures of popes? Shall we say at one 
moment, " This is the book of life ; " and at the 
nexl^ ” It is death to touch it 1” Answer me : no 
evasion ! 

Mvfii. Prince of the faithfiil ! it behoveth not 
UB to follow or to countenance the errors of the 
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unbeliever, against whom God hath so sharply set death, by confounding him with doubts and delu- 
his face at all times, and lately most portentously; sions, let his lather or his peacher comp forwitfd 
yet surely that policy must be excellent; and and stop him on the declivity, by relatii^ to him 
admirable which uniteth so many, in other how the navies of the Christian powers were twice 
respects not foolish nor unwary, under such camel- united against us in thy glorious reign ; how the 
loads of absurdities, lies, and blasphemies. last was overwhelmed on the Afric shores, by the 

Soliman. Ko proof whatever ; no evidence, no finger of God directing his storms against it. In 
iign, no indication. Sesostris, Semiramis, Alex- this manner did the Almighty punish the pride 
ander, Gengis-kan, thought differently and acted and obstinacy of the infidel, ignorant or regard- 
alike. Human life is hardly modified in the least less of his waming so short a time before, when 
degree by articles of fidth, excepting when they a more powerful fleet, united from all Christendom 
are first promulgated. Heaven is the place for against the true believers, was dissipated iu the 
them. There we shall know at last what are the port of Zealand, without a tempest, without a 
fruits of each tree i^’on earth rarely a blossom hath burst of thunder, witliout a breath of air from any 
expanded. We only know that the leaves of them quarter of the heavens. Let him be taught how 
aU are bitterish, some rather more acrid, some the Mercifiil hath rendered the unbelieving 
rather less, and that every man makes a wry ! princes the readiest and best instruments of our 
ikee when he tastes his neighbour’s, though habit | power and greatness. The firmest ally of Islaanism 
teaches him to chew his own <i()iiiplac.cutly. hath been always the most Christian king : the 
Equally learned men, equally acute men, equally eldest son of the church is the adopted one of 
virtuous men, have followed various religions : Mahomet. We may employ^ him hereafter to 
philosophers have been idolaters ; idiots (may the sw^eep off and amuhilate the multiplying sects of 
Bighteous one forgive me if I s]i(\ak amiss of his religion : ae our chamberlains pqf hedgo-hogs 
those whom His grace hath SHiictified !) have fob j on the ground-floor, to kill and consume the cock 
lowed our holy standard ; and madmen (the I'ro- , roaches. A little filth must be suffered qwietly, 
pbet help and comfort them !) have covered their | in order to preserve us from thejin<;roachn:/^BS8 
cracked brains with green turliaivs. He whose 1 of vermin, more troublesome andiuore disgust- 
name is the Wondcrftd hath willed it. Marvel- j ing. While, to paliB over the most Christian 
lous as this is, no less marvellous is the certainty king, the rest abound him couch, and wal ch bne 
that all mankind arc, sooner or later, to embrace another, like tigers ; while in thjir most loving 
our religion, and enter with us into Paradise. It mood they grumble and whine internally, like 
is our duty to convert the obstinate ; not with fire | enamoured cats ; we whip thorn away from before 
and sword, like those who fhrm out faith, the j us, or kick them out of our path amid the riotous 
slaves of sin, the dust of idolatiy ; but, like cqui- 1 writhing of their accouplementa, and evince the 
table men, by fairer means and gentler. | purity of our faitli from the effects of their inft 

Mvfti. My advice, if advice may be offered by i delity. No belief, bow coarse and sordid soever, 
the worm to the goss-hawk, is, that the Koran br ! will not rather be swallowed by the people under 
kept inviolate in the hands of the judge and of j tlicm, than one bartered and retailed so scaudar 
the preacher; that nevertheless it be expouuded 1 lously as theirs, aft/cr all the seo urges, axes, and 
to the people in as many tongues as it can tctlier ; I faggots, the wretched fools and their fathers have 
that it be served out to them decorously and cere ' undergone for it ; to saymothing of the hay-stacks 
moniously, like sherbet, ; and that tliey do not- and corn-stacks they 'nave been transferring 
hastily and promiscuously put their hands into every year for its enjoyment. What then, when 
it, as into a pilau. Hast thou not seen thy sol- our true religion is displayed to them in her 
diors, 0 conqueror of Christianity, hurry, after a 1 purity and freshness and effulgence, by the side of 
victory, to slake their thirst at the fountain, and | their old cripple, caught in thievery, blotchet 
thus render that turbid which wap, pure and with sores, procuress to her elder daughter, fa- 
limpid, and which if distributed by \ few, dis- misher of all her younger ; brawling, riotoiri, 
ptwsionatc and patient, would have sufliced for all, oalnmnious, drunken ; mamtalning no decency in 
mthout any contention or animosity? Even so her own house, and leaving no peace in her neigh- 
is it with the living stream of our feith, bouris ! 0 son of Selim, do we want hooks for 

Soliinan. Its miracles are manifold, its virtues proofc ? Must the people take the Koran into 
infinite : the comipt heart alone sickens over it, their hands, to inquire if a toad is a toad, if a 
the fro ward spirit alone avoids it. Every other is viper is a viper? Wo will give them the bread of 
deserted by myriads yearly : none beside hath life, in due portions, as they need it ; but we will 
seen within the sjime period so many converts, so not permit that the whole mass of it be contami- 
few deserters. If wc wanted proof of its supo- nated by the rancidity of their touch. Let those 
riority and divinity, here are they ; here Reason who possess the holy volume as an inheritance, 
and Faith join hands. hold it, and muse upon it But the tree newly 

Mvjti* Surely no rational creature can ever planted may be loosened by the wind ; the rigour 
doubt in fiiture of our holy doctrine, when he of winter may kill it ; even the genial sun may bo 
hears recited the victories of thy right hand, 0 its death. 

prince of the strong and fiuthfri ! If his evil %6lman. Tell the linguists and interpreters to 
genius shall have drawn him into the shadow of stop. Multi, we meet again at prayers. I am 



DBMOSTHSNSS AND BUBUIADBa ^ 

going to the bath and to the harem. Seest seems as if it danced to mnale, at anoUier aaiftt 
^on that Te88€f, whose saUs^ although now in the reeled withHhe inebriety of delight^ I expeet yym t 
znid'^hannel, appear as if they were about to be thirty young Geoigiana. 
entangled in the cypresses of Scutcreh 1 Mufti. The Holy One gpnide tbee^ 0 aon of 

Mufti. Sublime serenity I thy slave descries it Selim, and make thee donriah ! 

Solvrmn. By that vessel, which at one moment | 


DEMOSTHENES AND EUBHLIDES. 

SSCOBTO OClirVJlIUlATION. 


BvhulideS. It was nearly in this place that ive 
met once before ; but not so early in the day ; for 
then the western sun had withdrawn from the 
plain, and was throwing its last rays among the 
columns of the Parthenon. 

Demos(hmcs. I think it was about the time 
when the question was agitated of war or peace 
wth the king of Macedon. 

JBtdndides. It was. Why do you look so cheer- 
ful on a suddeuj Soon afterward followed the 
disastrous battle ft Cheronnea. 

Demostfi^nes. Certainly, I derive no cheerfulness 
out of that. 

JB^ibulidea. Well, I believe there is little reason 
aHihe present hour why wc should be melancholy. 

Demosthfij^. If there is,*I hope it lies not on 
the side of me Agora. * 

BuJtndides. You have composed your features 
a^in, and seem to be listening : but rather (I 
suspect) at your own internal thoughts than in 
the expectation of mine. 

Der/iosthenes, Let us avoid, I intreat you, my 
dear Bubulidos, those thbmy questions which we 
can not so well avoid within the walls. Our 
opinions in matters of state are different. Let us 
walk together where our pursuits are similar or^ 
the same. 

Evhtdidea. Demosthenes ! it is seldom that we 
have conversed on politics, sad refhge of restless 
minds, averse from business and from study. 

Demosthenes. Say Wijrso against them, Eubu- 
lides 1 and I, who sun tossed on the summit of 
the wave, will ciy out to you to eurso them deep- 
lier. There are few men who have not been wit- 
nesses, that, on some slight divergence of incon- 
dite and unsound opinions, they have rolled away 
the stone from the cavern-mouth of the worst pas- 
sions, and have evoked them up between two 
friends. I, of all men, am the least inclined to 
make them the subject of conversation ; and par- 
ticularly when I meet a ‘literary man as you are, 
from whom I can ro(;eive, and often have received, 
some usefrd information, some philosophical : 
thought, some generous sentiment, or some ploa- 
sant image. Beside, 'wishing to make an impres- 
elon on the public mind, I must not let my 
ideas run off in every channel that lies before me : 
I must not hear the words, " Demosthenes will 
say this or this to-day.*' People ought to come 
toward me in expectation, and not carrying my 
eentiments, crude and broken, walleted before 
<hem. • 

BuMides. There however ai*e occasions when 


even politics are delightfrd: when they rq|oi06 
aii^ exult as a striplb^, or breathe soMy as an 
infant. • 

Demosthemes. Then we cannot do betterthan 
sit quiet and regard them in silence : ibr it is such 
a silence as the good citizen and good ikther of a 
fiunily would be unwilling to disturb. Why do 
you smile and shake your head, Eubulides 1 

Bubulides. Answer me first ; had you no morn- 
ing dream, Demosthenes, a few hours ago ; which 
dreams (they tell us) are sure to be accomplished, 
or show us things that are already so 1 

Demosthemn. T dream seldom. 

Eubulides. Were you awakened by no voices ? 

Demosthenes. I sleep soundly. Come, do not 
fall from philosophy to divination. We usually 
have conversed on eloquence. I am not remind- 
ing you of this, from the recollection that you 
once, and indeed more than once, have com- 
mended me. I took many lessons in the art from 
you ; and 'will take more, if you please, as we walk 
along. 

Eubulides, Be contented : none surpasses you. 

Demosthenes. Many speak differently upon that 
subject, lying to the public, and to their own 
hearts, which 1 agitate as violently as those in- 
cited by me to bleed in the service of our country. 
If among our literary men I have an enemy so 
rash and impudent as to decry my writings, or 
to compare them 'with the evanescences of the 
day, I desire for him no severer punishment 
than the record of his sentence. The cre^s wiQ 
be more durable than the male&cCor. 

Eubulides, In proportion as men approach you, 
they applaud you. To those fitr distant and fiir 
below, you seem as little as they seem to you. 
Fellows who can not com^ near enough to reve- 
rence you, think they foT only a stone’s throw 
distant; and they throw it. Unfortunate men 
Choked by their criticisms! which others expec- 
torate so easily! 

DemosHienes. Commiser!:^ them more still : 
ignorant or regardless, as they are, that they have 
indented and incorporated a mark of ignominy in 
their names. Ay, by the dop/ (as Socrates used 
to swear) and such too as no anger of mine could 
have heated for them, no ability of mine impressed. 

Eubulides. There are few among the ignorant, 
and especially if they are pompous and inflated, 
who, if we attend to them patiently, may not amuM 
us by the clumsy display of some rash opinion. I 
was present a few nights ago at a company whttPt 
you were mentioned . . . 



IMAGINARY CONVERSATIONS, 


m 

Dmotthen€i. My maRter in rhetoric ! dear Eubu- 
lides ! do we correctly say present at a company V’ 

EubtUides, You and I do. We are present at 
many companies ; we form a part of few. 

Demoahenet, Continue the narrative : the ob- 
jection is overcome. ^ 

Eubulides. Willingly do I continue it, for it 
reminds me of an evening in which your spirits 
had all their play, and soared above the city- 
walls, and beyond the confines of Attica. Men 
whose brains are like eggs boiled hard, thought 
your ideas or your speech exuberant ; and very 
different was indeed 3 ’^our diction from its usual 
economy and frugality. This conversation of ydurs 
wa% repeated, the reciter employing the many 
metaphors you had used. Halmurus sat next 
me, kicking my legs now and then, in his impa- 
tience to express that ill-huraour which urges him 
gi all occasions to querulousness and contradic- 
tion. At last he sprang up, and, wiping the 
corners of his mouth, declared that your mind 
Was not rich enough for all those metaphors which 
an ii\judiciou6 friend had quoted as yours. I re- 
plied to him calmly, that it was natural he should 
be ignorant of the fact, and certain that he must 
remain so; since Demosthenes only used such 
language when it was excited by the wit or the 
wisdom or the geniality of his friends ; and I 
consoled him with the assurance that a warier 
man might have fallen into the same pit, without 
the same help of extrication. Although he saw 
how friendly I had been to him, he was not paci- 
fied, but protested that many doubts remained 
upon his mind. He appealed to Cliniades who 
sate opposite. I have been present,” said 
Cliniades, ** at my father’s and in other places, 
when Demosthenes hath soattered among us all 
the ornaments of diction ; it would puzzle me to* 
recount, and you to remember, the names of them.” 
" That is a modest youth,” said Halmurus in my 
ear, but rather too zealous in partisanship.” 

Demosthenes, Is it necessary to display the 
strength of my muscles when I have no assailant 
to vanquish or Intimidate ? When we arc wrest- 
ling we do not display the same attitudes as when 
we are dancing. On the sand and in the circle 
we contend for the crown : amid the modulations 
of flute and lyre, of tabor and symbal , we wear it. 
And it is there, among our friends and favourites, 
among the elegant and refined, wc draw attention 
to the brightness and the copiousness and the- 
pliancy of its constituent parts. It is permitted 
me, t trust, () Bubulides, to indulge in a flowery 
and flowing robe when 1 descend from the bema, 
and relax my limbs in the cool retirement at 
home. If I did it in public I should be power- 
less ,* for there is paralysis in derision. Plainness 
and somewhat of austerity ought to be habitual 
with the orator. If be relinquishos them rarely, 
when he date relinquish them he gains the affec- 
tions of his audience by his heartiness, warmth, 
and condesoension. But sentences well measured 
and well moulded are never thrown away on the 
meanest of the Athenians : and many of them 


perhaps are as sensible of the variety I give to 
mine as the most delicate of the •critics, and are 
readier to do me justice. 

ShdyulideB. It appears to be among the laws of 
Nature that the mighty of intellect should be 
pursued and carped by the little, as the solitsiy 
flight of great birds is followed by the twittering 
petulance of many smaller. 

The higher and richer bank is 
corroded by the stream, which is gentle to the 
flat and barren sand: and philosophers tell us 
that cnountains arc shaken by the* vilest of the 
minerals below them. 

Eubuluhs. Here, 0 Demosthenes, let the pa- 
rallel be broken. And now, can not I draw from 
you the avowal, that you have heard the news 
from Pella, brought hy the messager at sun-rise ? 
Your derision has not deterred the people from 
asking " Is Philip dead '! ” „ 

DeTnosthenes. The messager came first to my 
house, knowing my habitude of early rising. My 
order as magistrate was, that S. e keep secret this 
visit of his to me, threatening him w'ith the dis- 
pleasure and censure of the more ancient., if ever 
they should discover that the kitelligcnce reached 
them after. My thoughts crowded upon ifi^o 
fast and turbulontlyf that, no soonei^iad I reac) ikI 
the monument of Ankiope, than I tfl>opped fiom 
exhaustion, and sQ,j|c down beneath it. Happy as 
I always am to meet you, my good Eubulides/ I 
acknowledge T never was less so thun on this oc- 
casion. For it is iiiy practice, and ever has been, 
to walk quite alone. In my walks I collect my 
arguments, arrange my aontences, and utter them 
aloud. Eloquence with me can do little else in 
the city, than put on her bracelets, tighten her 
sandals, and show herself to the people. Her 
health, and vigour, and beauty, if she has any, are 
the fruits of the open fields. The slowness or 
celerity of my steps is now regulated and impelled 
by the gravity and pre(nHion, now by the enthu- 
siasm and agitation of mind : and the pre- 
sence of anyone, however dear and intimate, is a 
chock and impediment, to the free agency of these 
emotions. Thousands, I know, had I remained 
in the city, v. ould have come running up to me 
with congratulations and embraces ; as if danger 
could befall us only from the liand of Philip ! 
another Jove, who alone upon earth can vibrate 
the thunder. 

Eulmlides, One hour afterward 1 passed through 
them hastily, and saw':.ud heard them wandering 
and buzzing along the streets in every direction. 

Demosthenes, Leaving to us the country and 
fresh air, and, what itself is the least tranquil thing 
in nature, but is the most potent tranquillizer of 
an excited soul, the sea. To-day I avoid the swarm ; 
to-morrow 1 strike my brass and collect it. 

How soon, 0 Eubulides, may this ancient hive 
be subverted, and these busy creatures lie under 
it extinct ! 

Eubulides. That greatest and most fortunate 
evect, the death of Philip, seems at one momeut 
in the course of our conversation to have given 
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yo'a more than your ordinary vigour, and at an* 
other (as now again) to have almost torpefiedyon. 

Deimsthnes. Inattention and taciturnity are not 
always proofs of incivility and disrespect. ' I was 
revolving in my mind what I might utter as we 
went along, less unworthy of your approbation 
titan many things I have spoken in public, and 
with great anxiety that they should be .well re- 
ceived. • 

There is then one truth, 0 Eubulides, hur more 
important than every other ; far more conducive 
to the duration of states, to the glory of citizens, 
to the adornment of social lile, to the encourage- 
ment of arts and sciences, to the extension of the 
commerce and intercourse of nations, to the foun- 
dation and growth of colonies, to the exaltation 
and dominion of genius, and indeed to whatever 
is desirable to the well-educated and the free. 

^ Eubulides, Enounce it. 

Demosthenes. There is, 1 repeat it, one truth 
above all the rest ; above all promulgated by the 
wisdom of legisldtors, the zeal of orators, the en- 
thusiasm of poets, or the revelation of gods : a 
truth who^ brightness and magnitude are almost 
lost to view by its stupendous heighth. If I never 
b^^ pointed it out, knowing it as I do, let the 
forbearance assigned not to timidity but to 
prudence. • ^ 

Eub'dides. May I hope at lajt to hear itl 

Demosthenes. I must conduct you circuitously, 
and interrogate you beforehand, as those do who 
lead us to the mysteries. 

You have many sheep and goats upon the 
mountain, which were lately bequeathed to you 
by your nephew Timocles. Do you think it the 
most advantageous to let some mastiff, with 
nobody’s chain or collar about his neck, run 
among them and devour them one after another,* 
or to prepare a halter and lay poison and a trap 
for him ] 

Evhulides, Certainly here, 0 Demosthenes, you 
are not leading me ii^to any mysteries. The an- 
swer is plain : the poison, trap, and halter, are 
ready. 

Demosthenes. Well spoken. You have several 
children and grandchildren : you ^itudy economy 
in their behalf : would you rather spend twenty 
drachmas for fuel, than three for the same quan- 
tity of the same material 1 

Euhulides. Nay, nay, Demosthenes, if this is 
not mystery, it is worse. /V'ou are like a teacher 
to whom a studious man goes to learn the mean- 
ing of a sentence, and who, instead of opening 
the volume that contains it, asks him gravely whe- 
ther he has learnt his alphabet. Pi^hee do not 
banter me. 

Demosthenes. Tell me, then, which you would 
rather ; make one drunken man sober for ever, 
or ten thousand men drunk for many years ? 

Evhulides. I3y all the gods ! abstain from such 
idle questions. 

Demosthenes. The solution ot this, idle as you 
call it, may save you much more than the liventy 
drachmas. 0 Eubulides ! we have seen, to our 


Borrow and ignominy, the plain of Cheronssa be- 
strewn wit]} the bodies of our bravest citiz^ ; 
had one barbarian ihllen, they had not. Rapine 
and licentiousness are the precursoi-s and the fol- 
lowers of even the most righteous war. A single 
blow against the worst of mortals may prevent 
them. Many years and much treasure arc usually 
required for an uncertain issue, beside the stagna- 
tion of traffic, the prostration of industry, and 
innumerable maladies arising from towns besieged 
and regions depopulated. A moment is sufficient 
to avert all these calamities. No usurper, no 
invader, should be permitted to exist on earth. 
And on whom can the vengeance of the gods be 
expected to descend, if it aescend not on that 
guilty wretch, who would rather that ten thou- 
sand innocent, ten thousand virtuous citizens 
should perish, than that one iniquitous and atro- 
cious despot should be without bis daily bath of 
blood. A single brave man might have followed 
the late tyrant into Scythia and have given his 
carcass to the vulture ; by which heroic deed we 
should have been spared the spectacle of Oreece 
in mourning. What columns, what processions, 
would have been decreed to this deliverer, out of 
the treasure we may soon be condemned to pay, 
whether as tribute or subsidy, to our enslaver. 

Eubulides. No, no. Praises to the ImmortidB ! 
he is dead. 

Demosthenes. Philip has left the world. But 
regard not, 0 my friend, the mutual congratula- 
tions, the intemperate and intempestive joy of 
the Athenians, with any other sentiment thim 
pily; for while Alexander lives, or Alexander’s 
sucoeassor, while any king whatever breathes on 
any of our confines, Philip is not dead. 

Eubulides. Rake up thy brow, 0 Demosthenes! 
raise up again that arm, hanging down beforo 
thee as if a flame from heaven had blasted it. 
Have we not seen it in its godlike strength, terri- 
ble even in beneficence, like Neptune’s, when the 
horse sprang from under his trident ? Take cou- 
rage 1 give it ! Inspire it in a breath from the 
inner and outer Keramicus to the Parthenon, 
from the temple of the Eumeuides to l.lie gates of 
the l^ira3us. What is the successor of Philip 1 a 
mad youth. 

Demosthenes. Does much mischief require much 
wisdom 1 Is a firebrand ; is a tempest 

prudent ! It is a "very indifferent rat or wcazel 
that hath not as much courage as Alexander, and 
more prudence : I say nothing of temperance, in 
which even inferior beasts, if there be any such, 
are his betters. We know this : the knowledge 
of it does not ensure our quiet, but rather is a 
reason, at least the latter part of it, why we can 
trust in him for none. 

If men considered the happiness of others, or 
their own ; in fewer words, if they were rational 
or provident, no state would be depopulated, no 
city pillLged, not a village would he laid in aslies, 
not a farm deserted. But there always have been, 
and always will be, men about the despot, who 
persuade him that terror is better than esteem ; 
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that no one knows whether he is rerereneed or 
not^ but that he who is dreaded has^indtibitfihle 
proofs of it, and is regarded by mortals as a God. 
By pampering this foible in the prince, they are 
admitted to come closer and closer to him ; and 
from the indulgence of his corrapted humours 
they derive their wealth and influence. Bveiy 
Hiiin in the world would be a republican, if he did 
not hope from fortune and favour more than from 
i'ldustry and desert ; in short, if he did not expect 
to carry off sooner or later, from under another 
system, what never could belong to him right- 
fully, and what cannot (he thinks) accrue to him 
from this. To supjpose the contrary, would «■ be 
the same as to suppose that he would rather have 
a master iu his house, than friend, brother, or 
ion ; and that ho has both more confidence and 
more pleasure in an alien’s management of it, 
than in his own, or in any i)crson’s selected by his 
experience and deputed by his choice. 

Eubulides. Insanit}" to imagine it ! 

Demodhauts. In religions and governments, 0 
Enbulides, there are things on which few men 
reason, and at which those who do reason, shrink 
and shudder. The worthless cling upon these 
lofty follies, and use them as the watchtowers of 
Ambition. VVe too are reproved by them in turn 
for like propensities : and truly i wish it could be 
ftiid that every human motive were ingenuous 
and pure. We can not say anything similar. 
Come, let us own the worst; we arc ambitious. 
But is it not evident of us orators in a republic, 
that our ambition and tli(3 scope of it must <lrop 
together when wo no longer can benefit or fore- 
warn our citizens '# In kingdoms the men are 
most commended and most elevated who serve 
the fewest, and who, serving thf fewest, injure the 
most ; in republics, those who serve the many, 
and injure none. The loss of this privilege is the 
greatest loss humanity can sustain. To you, be- 
cause I ponder and meditate, I appear dejected. 


Clearly do I eee indeed how mnbh may soon ceased 
to be within my power; hat I poaseBS the con- 
fidenoe of stren^ within me, and the oonsciotiB* 
ness of having exerted it for the gloiy of my 
country and the utility of mankind. Look at that 
olive li^fore us. Seasons and iron have searched 
deeply into its heart ; yet it shakes its benies in 
the air, promising you sastenance and light 
olives itfjs common to see remaining just enough 
of the body to support the bark; and this is oftstt 
so perforated, that, if near the ground, a dpg or 
sheep^may pass through. Neither the vit&ty 
nor the fecundity of the tree appears in the UaH 
to suffer by it While I remember what I have 
been, I never can be less. External power 
affects those only who have none intrinkically. I 
have seen the day, Eubulides, when the most 
august of cities had but one voice within her 
walls ; and when the stranger on entering them 
stopped at the silence of the gateway, and saidi, 

Demosthenes is speaking in the assembly of 
the people.” .. 

This is an ambition which no other can supplant 
or reach. The image of it stands ctemdly between 
me and kings, and separates xm) by an immeasur- 
I able interval from their courts and satrapb. I 
swear against them, in the name of«our county, 

I in the name of Pallas ^thene and oftill the god% 
amid the victims that have fallen by them and 
are about to fall, everlasting hatred. 

Go now to the city, Eubulides,* awi report my 
oath. Add, that you left me contemplating in 
solitude tlie posture of our affairs, reluctant to lay 
before the Athenians any plan or project until I 
have viewed it long and measured it correctly; and 
to deliver any words to them, whether of counsel 
or comfort or congratulation, unworthy of so sedate 
and circumspect a people. 

Evindidva, Mow gravely and seriously you speak I 
do you think of them so highly 1 

Demosthem -, 1 have said it ; go ; repeat it. 


BOCCACCIO AND PETKAKCA. 


Boccaccio, lleinaining among us, i «ioabl. not 
that you would soon receive the same distinctions 
in your native country as others have conferred 
upon you : indeed in confidence I may pnmiise it. 
Eor greatly are the Florentines ashamed, that the 
most elegant of their writers and the most inde- 
pendent of their citizens lives in exile, by the 
injustice he had suffered in the detriment done to 
his property, through the intemperate administrar 
tion of their laws. 

Petrarca. Let them recall me soon and honour' 
ably : then perhaps I may assist them to remove 
their ignominy, which I carry about with me 
wherever I go, and which is pointed out by my 
exotic laurel. 

Boccaccio. There is, and ever will be, in all 
countries and under all governments, an ostracism 
for their greatest men. 

Pefrarea. At present we will talk no more 


about ii. To-morrow I pursue my journey towaid 
I Padua, where 1 am expected ; where some few 
I value and esteem me, honest and learned and in- 
genious men ; although neither those Transpadane 
regions, nor whatever extends beyond them, have 
yet produced an eqv«l to Boccaccio. 

Boccaccio. Then, in'U^e name of friendship i do 
not go thither : form such rather from your fellow 
citizens. I love my equals heartily ; and shall love 
them the better when I see them raised up her^ 
from our own mother earth, by you. 

' Pebrarca. Let us continue our walk. 

Boccaccio. If you have been delighted (and you 
say you have been), at seeing again, after so loxig 
an absence, the house and garden wherein 1 have 
placed the relaters of my stories, as reported In 
the Decameron, come a little way further up the 
ascent, and we will pass through the vineyard on 
the west of the viUa. Tou will see presently an* 
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on the rights lying in lie wann litUe garden ' mother’s maid^ csliing her most immodestly a 
close to the roa^de^ the scene lately of somewhat sweet creature, and of a whiteness that marble 
that would have looked well, as illustration, in the would split with envy at. 
midst of your Latin reflections. It shows us that Monna Tita trembled and turned pale, “ Fathe» , 
people the most serious and determined may act is the girl really so very fair 1 ” said she anxiously, 
at last contrariwise to the line of conduct they Madonna/’ replied the father/^ after confession 
have laid down. she is not much amiss : white she is, with a certain 

FedroTCCL Relate it to me, Messer Giovanni; for tint of pink, not belonging to her, but coming 
you are able to give reality the merits anfl charms over her, as through the wing of an angel pleased 
of Action, just as easily as you give fiction the sem- at the holy function ; and her breath is such, the 
blance, the stature, and the movement of reality, very ear smells it : poor innocent sinful soul 
Boccaccio* I must here forego such powers, if in Hci 1 The wretch, Amadco, would have endangcTec. 
good truth I possess them. her salvation.” 

Petrarca, This long green alley, defended by She must be a wicked gjrl to lei him,” said, 
box and cypresses, is very pleasant. The smeU of Monna Tita. “ A young man of good parentagi^ 
box, although not sweet, is more agreeable to me and education would not dare to do such a thing 
than many that are ; 1 can not say &om what re< of his own accord. 1 will see him no more how 
suscitation of early and tender feeling. The ever. But it was before he knew me: and it 
cypress too seems to strengthen the nerves of the may not he true. I can not think any youn 
brain. Indeed, 1 delight in the odour of most woman would let a young man do so, even in th 
trees and plants. . last hour before Lent. Now in what month wa 

Will not that dbg hurt us 1 he c6mes closer. it supposed to be ? ” 

Boccaccio, Bog! thou hast the colours of a "Supposed to be!” cried the father indignantly 
magpie anST the tongue of one ; piythee be quiet : " in June ; I say in June.” 
art ^hou not ashaftied 1 "0 ! that now is qui to iinposHiblc ; for on the secon 

"^ebrarca. Verily he trots off, comforting his of July, forty-one days from tliis, and at this ver ' 
angry belly Ji'ith his plentedus tail, flattened and hour of it, he swore to me eternal love and coi 
bestrewn under it. Tie lo#k8 back, going on, and stancy. 1 will inquire of him whether it is tnid 
pufis out his upper Up withou^a bark. I will charge him with it.” 

Boccaccio, These creatures are more accessible She did. Amadeo confessed his lault, and, thin! 
to temx>erate*and Just rebuke than the creatures ing it a venial one, would have taken and kiaao 
of our species, usually angry with loss reason, and ! her hand as he asked forgiveness, 

from no sense, as dogs are, of duty. Look into j Pelararoa, Children 1 children ! I wlQ go int 

that white arcade ! Surlily it was white the other the house, and if their relatives, as I suppose, hav 
day : and now I perceive it is still so : the setting approved of the marriage, I will endeavour t 
sun tinges it with yeUow. persuade the young lady that a fault Uke this, on 

Pct/rarca. The house has nothing of either the the repentance of her lover, is not unpardonaWt 
rustic or the magnificent about it ; nothing quite*| But first, is Amadeo a young man of loose hahili 
regular, nothing much varied. If there is any- Boccaccio. Less than our others : In fae^ 
thing at all aifecting, as 1 fear there is, in the never heard of any deviation, excepting thia 

story you are about to tell me, I could wish Petrarca. Come then with me, 

the edifice itself boi^ externally some little of Boccaccio. Wait a little, 
the interesting, that I might hereafter turn my Pet/rarca. I hope the modest Tita^ sfteir a tHi 
mind toward it, looking out of the catastrophe, will not be too severe with him. 
though not awaj from it. But T do not even find Boccaccio. Severity is flu* from her TiatUTP; but 
the peculiar and uncostly decoratiofi of our Tuscan such is her purity and innocence^ ohe shad many 
villas : Uic central turret , round which the kite and bitter tears at his confession^ and declared 
perpetually circles, in search of pigeons or smaller her unalterable determination of tiddngthe veil 
prey, borne onw^ard, liljM the Flemish skaitcr, by among the nuns of Amadeo iUl at her 

effortless will in motionless progression. The feet, and wept upon them. She pushed him IVom 
view of Fiesole must be V window; j her gently, and told him she would still love him, 

but 1 fancy to myself it^mses the cascade under | if he would follow her example, leave the world, 
the single high arch of the Mugnone. j and become a friar of San Marco. Amadeo was 

Boccaccio. 1 think so. In this villa . . come speechless ; and, if he had not been so, he never 
rather further off : the inhabitants of it may hear would have made a promise he intended to violate, 
us, if they should happen to be in the arbour, as She retired from him : after a time he arose, less 
most people are at the present hour of day . . in wounded than benumbed by the sharp uncovered 
this villa, Messer Francesco, lives Monna Tita stones in the garden walk : and, as a man who 
Monalda, who tenderly loved Amadeo degli Ori- fears to fall from a precipice goes farther from it 
eeUari. She however was reserved and coy ; and than is necessary, so did Amadeo shun the quarter 
father Pietro de’ Pucci, an vnemy to the family of where the gate is, and, oppressed by his agony 
Amadeo, told her never more to think of him ; j and despair, throw his arms across the sun-dial 
for that just before he knew her, he had tlfrown j and rest his brow uj)on it, hof. as it must have been 
tUB ann round the neck of Nunciata Eighi, bis • on a cloudlefts day in Augusi. When the evening 
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wi» ftboQt to dose, he was aroused by the cries of 
fooka over-head : they flew toward Florence, and 
beyond : he too went back into the city. 

Tits fell sick from her inquietude. Every morn- 
ing ere sunrise did Amadeo return, but could 
hear only from the labourers in the field that 
Monna Tita was ill, because she had promised to 
take the veil and had not taken it, knowing, as 
she must do, that the heavenly bridegroom is a 
bridegroom never to be trifled with, let the spouse 
be young and beautiful as she may be. Amadeo 
had often conversed with the peasant of the farm, 
who much pitied so worthy and loving a gentleman, 
and finding him onp evening fixing some thick'and 
high stakes in the ground, offered to help him. 
After duo thanks, Tt is time,” said the peasant, 
" to rebuild the hovel and watch the grapes.” 

He went into the stable, collected the old pii- 
lars of his autumnal observatory, drovo^them into 
the ground, and threw the matting over them. { 

** This is ray house,” cried he. Could I never., j 
in my stupidity, think about rebuilding it before » 
Bring me another mat or two : 1 will sleep bar,; I 
to-night, to-morrow night, every night, ali autamn, 
all winter.” 

He slept there, and was consoled at last by 
hearing that Monna Tita was out of danger, and 
recovering from her illness by spiritual means. 
His heart grew lighter <iay after day. Every even- 
ing did he observe the rooks, in the same order, 
pass along the same track in the heavens, just 
over San Marco : and it now occurred to him, , 
after three weeks indeed, that Monna Tita had 
perhaps some strange idea, in choosing his mqnafl- ■ 
teiy, not unconnected with the passage of these i 
birds. Ho grew calmer upon it, until he asked ! 
himself whether he might hopt. in the midst of I 
this half-meditation, half-dream, his whole frame*' 
was shaken by the voices, however low' and gentle, i 
of two monks, coming from the villa and ap- ! 
preaching him. Ho would have concealed him- 
self under this bank whereon we are standing ; but 
they saw him arid called liim by name. He now 
perceived that the younger of them w’as Guibeno 
Oddi, with whom he had been at school about ' 
or seven years ago, and wlio admired him for his 
courage and frankness when he was almost a 
child. 

** Do not let us mortify poor Amadeo, ' said | 
Guiberto to his companion. Return to the 
road ; 1 will speak a few words to him, and engage 
him (I trust) to comply with reason and yield to 
necessity.” The elder monk, who saw he should 
have to climb the hill again, assented to the pro- 
posal, and went info the road. After the first 
embraces and few words, Amadeo ! Amadeo ! ” 
said Guiberto, “ it was love that made me a friar ; 
let anything else make you one.” 

" Kind heart 1 " replied Amadeo. ** If death or 
religion, or hatred of me, deprives me of Tita 
Monalda, I will die, where she commanded me, in 
the cowl. It is you who prepare her then to throw 
away her life and mine ! ” 

"Hold 1 Amadeo I” said Guiberto, '' 1 ofiSiciate 


together with good father Fontesecco, who InvaxH 
ably falls asleep amid our holy function.'* 

Now, Messer Francesco, I must inform yon that 
father Fontesecco has the heart of a flower. It 
feels nothing, it wants nothing , it is pure and 
simple, and full of its ov:^ little light, fnnqcent 
as a child, as an angel, n -thing ever troubled him, 
but how to devise what ’lo should comebs. A 
confession costs him more to invent thaji 

any Giornafca in cost me, He 

was once ov erheard to say on this occasion, ** Goc^ 
forgive me in his iofiiibe mercy, for making it 
appear that I am a little worse than he has chosen 
I should be I ” H^ is temperate ; for he never 
drinks more than exactly half the wine and water 
set before Lim. In fiict, he drinks the wine and 
leave^ “me water, saying, “We have the same water 
up at San Domenico : we send it hither : it would 
be uncivil to take back our own gift, and still 
morn v> leave a suspicion that we thought other 
people B wine poor beverage.” Being afflicted by 
tile gravel, the physician of iV's convent advised 
him., as he never was fond of wine, to leave it oflT 
eiitirely ; on v hich he said, “ 1 knoil'few things ; 
am. this I know well : in water there is often 
gravel, in wine never. It hath pleased GojJ. to 
afflict me, and cven‘*to go a little oiiV of his way in 
order to do it, for thf greater warn*lng to other 
sinners. 1 will jlrink wine, brother Anselmini, 
and help his work.” 

I have led j^ou aw%ay from the yofinger monk. 

“ AVluie father Fontesecco is in the first stage 
of beatitude, chanting through his nose thebene- 
dicitc, 1 will attempt,” E»ajd Guiberto, ^ to comfort 
Monna Tita.” 

“ Good blessed Guiberto ' ” exclaimed Amadeo 
in a transport ot gratitud<', which Guiberto 
I smilt'd with his usual grat . and suavity. “ 0 
Guiberto ! GUiberto ; my bean, breaking. Why 
should slio want you i-o comfort her . . but . . 

I com fori, her then I” and he covered his face within 

I .ishdiuls. « 

1 ” Remomber,” said Guiberto placidly, “ hei 

'mi.lc is bedridden : her aunt never leaves him : 
i .e seTvants arc old and sullen, and will stir for 
nobody. Finding her resolved, as they believe, 
to beco'^.e a mm, they are little assiduous in their 
services. Humour her, if none else docs, Amadeo; 
Jet her fancy that you intend to be a friar ; and, 
for the present, walk not on these grounds.” 

“Are ycii true; arc you traitorous 1” cried 
Amadeo, grasping hifTbeend’s hand most fiercely. 

"Follow your own counsel, if you think mine 
insincere,” said the young friar, not withdrawing 
his hand, but placing the other on Amadeo’s. 
"Let me however advise you to conceal yourself ; 
and I will direct Silvestrina to bring you such 
accounts of her mistress as may at least make yon 
easy in regard to her health. Adieu.” 

Amadeo was now rather tranquil : more than he 
had ever been, not only since the displeasure of 
Monna Tita, but since the first sight of her. Pro- 
fuseiat all times in his gratitude to Silvestrina, 
whenever she brought him good news, news hettei 
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*^11811 Qfual; he pressed her to his bosom. Silves- 
trina Pioppi is about fifteen ; slender^ fresh, intel- 
ligent, lively, good-humoured, sensitive ; and any- 
one but Amadeo might call her very pretty. 

.^rfmrca. Ah Oiovanni I here I find your heart 
obtaining the mastery over your vivid and volatile 
imaginati,;.'. Well have? you said, the maiden 
being prcjfv, anyoAo but Amadeo might 
thlak he/ On 0..£'V.& of the Sorga there 
bbaui\jiu ni-aids • the voods and the rocks 
have a thotisand times ropeat''^d it. ; I heard but 
one echo . I heard but on# na^r ?, : I would, have 
fled fiom then.- for ever at 

Boccaccio. Prancesco, dc nc beat your breast 
just now : wait a little. Moua ^ita would take 
the veil. The fatal certainty wati announced 
Amadeo by his true G\iibert.a, who had eameatly 
and repeatedly prayed her to consider the thing 
aJTew months longer. 

** I v^l sec her fir.st ! By all the saints of heaven 
I will see her !” cried tlic desperate Amadeo and 
ran into the housfi toward the still apartment of 
his beloved. Fortunately Guiberto was neither 
less active ner less strong than he, and overtaking ! 
him at the moment, drew him into the room op- 
pollute. '^If you will be quiet and reasonable, 
there is yet * possibility left •you,” said Guiberto 
in his ear, allhough perhapg he did not think it. 
** But if you utter a voice or arc seen by anyone, | 
you ruin the fame of her you Tove, and obstruct ' 
your own prospects for over. Tt being kn(»wn that j 
you have not slept in Fbuonce ihoso siwcral nights, 
it will be suspected by the inalicious that you have 
slept in the villa with th/J coTird ranee of Mono a | 
Tita. Compose yourself : auswer nothing ; rest 
where you are ; dc nuf add a worse imprudence 
to a very bad one * 1 rreauise you iny assistance, 
my speedy return and : ycui shall be 

released at dayb t cr k.” 11 '' o rdcred Bil vestrina to 
supply the unfortanato yoiub with the cordials | 
usually administered to the nnelc, or with 
rich old wipe they wqye made of , and sue per- 1 
formed the order with such promptitude and at- j 
tention, that he was soon in some sort refreshed. 

Fetrarca. I pity him from my soul, poor young | 
man 1 Alas, we are none of us, by ori>piri i iiin, | 
free from infirmiticH or from vices. ! 

Boccaccio. If wc <.oiiId ibnl n nuiu exempt by , 
nature from vices aud ihlirutirif's, we shoid«l find j 
one not worth knowing : be • < ’o be void of 
tenderness and compass io' ^ ha*, ailowances 

then could his best fri^: .* exp* fr*’m him in 
their frailtdes 1 What help, co: « ion . n: . d assist- 
ance, in their misfortunes ' We arc in mid.st 
of a workship well stored -ib dnirp instruments* 
we may do ill with many, anlc"»' we take heed; 
and good with all, jf wc will hut learn how to 
employ them. 

Petmrea. There is somewhat of rca.*»ou u* ibio. 
You strengthen me to proceed with yo*: , ? ^ ■i’^ 
bear the rest. 

Accaccio. Guiberto had taken leave vif his 
friend, and had advanced a quarter of a pile, 
which (as you perceive) is nearly the whole way, 


on his return to the monastery, when he was over- 
taken by sopae peasants, who were hastening 
homeward from Florence. The information he 
collected from them made him determine to re- 
trace his steps. He entered the room again, and, 
from the intelligence he had just acquired, gave 
Amadeo the assurance that Monua Tita must 
delay her entrance into the convent ; for that the 
abbess had that moment gone down the hill on 
her way toward Siena, to venerate some holy relies, 
carrying with her three candles, each five feet 
long, to bum before them ; which candles con- 
tained many particles of the myrrh presented at 
the»nativity of our Saviour by the wise men of the 
Bast Amadeo breathed freely* and was persuaded 
by Guiberto to take another cup of old wune, and 
to eat with him some cold roast kid, which had 
been offered him for merenda.* After the agita- 
tion of Kis mind a heavy sleep fell upon the lover, 
coming almost before Guiberto departed ; so heavy 
indeed that Silvestrina was alarmed. Tt was her 
apartment ; and she performed the honours of it 
as well as any lady in Florence could have done. 

Pctrarca. I easily believe it : the poor are more 
attentive than the rich, and the young arc more 
oompassionat-e than the old. 

Boccaccio. Oh Francesco ! what inconsistent 
creatures arc we ! 

Pctrarca. True, indeed ! I now foresee the 
end. He might have done worse. 

Boccaccio. I think so. 

Petrarca. He almost deserved it. 

Boccaccio. I think that too. 

Petrarca. Wretched mortals I our passions foi 
ever lead us into this, or worse. 

Boccaccio. Ay, truly; much w'orsc generally. 

Petrarca. The vvy twig on which the flowers grew 
lately, scourges us to the bone in its maturity. 

Boccccmo. Incredible will it be to you, and, by 
my faitl 1 t/' me it was hardly credible. Certain 
howevet is it, that Guiberto on bis return by sun- 
ri**'-. touLd Amadeo in the arms of sleep. 

Not at all, not at all incredible * the 
truest luver would have done the same, exhae t»id 
by suflering. 

Boccaccio. He was tnily in the arms of sleep ; 
but, Francesco, there was another pair of arms 
about him, worth twenty such, divinity as he is. 
A loud burst of laught.er fror* Gull erto did not 
arouse either of the pariivS : but Moima Tita heard 
it, and rushed into the room, tearing her hair, an<l 
invoking the saints of heaven against the perfidy 
of man. She seized Silvestrina by that arm which 
appeared the most offending ; the girl opened her 
eyes, turned on her face, rolled out of bed, and 
threw herself at the feet of her mistress, diedding 
tears, and wiping them away with the only piece 
of linen abour. her. Monna Tita too shed tears. 
Amadeo still slept profoundly ; a flush, almost of 
crimson, overspreading his cheeks. JMonnaTita 
led away, after some pause, poor Silvestrina, and 
made her confess the whole. She then wept more 


* Merenda is luncheon, meridiana, eaten by the 
wealthier at the hour when the pcasaMts dine 



$64 IMAGINARY CONVERSATIONS. 


md more, and made the girl confesa it again, and 
fy pIi yTi her confession. ** I cannot, believe such 
wickedness,*' she cried : “ ho could not be so har- 
dened. 0 sinful Silvestrinal how will yon ever 
tell Father Poni one half ! om; quarter 1 He never 
can absolve you.” 

Pdrarca. Giovanni ! I am glad I did not witer 
the house ; you v'crc prudent in restraining me. 
I havc^ no pity for the youth at all : never did one 
80 deserve to lose a mistress. 

Boccaccio. Say, rather, to gain a wife. 

Pdrarca. Absurdity ! impossibility ! 


Boccaccio, Hewonher&irly; «traiigdy,aiidmi 
a strange table, as he played Ms game. IMmi 
that guitar is Monna Tita'a. Idsien ! nhsfe 41 tei 
voice (do not you think it 9 is Amadeo^ 

Amadeo {Binging), 

OhI IkaveerrMt 
I laid my band upon tlw nflil 
Tita, 1 sigh to sing the mil 
o Of the wrong bird. 

Pe6rarm. She laughs too at it ! Ah ! MoonaTlli 
was piade by nature to live on this aide of Pteaolib 


LUCULLUS AND C JtSAR. 


Gcc.mr. Lucius Liicullus, I come to you pri- 
vately and unattended, for reasons which you will 
know ; confiding, I dare not say in your friend- 
ship, since no service of mine toward you has 
deserved if., but in your generous and disinterested 
love of peace. Hear me on. Cneius Pompeius, 
according to the report of my connexions in the 
city, had, on the inat/ant of my leaving it for the 
province, begun to solicit his dependants to strip 
me ignominiously of authority. Neither vows 
nor affinities can bind him. Ho would degrade the 
father of his wife ; he would humiliate his own 
children, the imofTcnding, the unborn ; he would 
poison his own ardent love, at the suggestion of 
Ambition. Matters arc now brought so far, that 
cither he or I must submit to a reverse of for- 
tune ; since no concession can assuage his malice, 
divert his envy, or gratify his cupidity. No 
sooner could I raise myself up, from the conster- 
nafioi) and stupefaction into which the certainty 
of these reports had thrown me, than I began to | 
consider in what manner my own private afflic-«| 
tions might become the least noxious to the i 
republic. Into whose arms then could I throw ! 
myself more naturally and more securely, to whose | 
bosom could I commit and consign more sacredly 
the hope.s and destinies of our beloved country, 
tlian his who laid down power in the midst of its 
enjoyments, in the vigour of youth, in the pride 
of triumph : when Dignity solicited, when Priend- 
ship urged, entreated, supplicated, and when 
Liberty herself’ invited and beckoned to him, 
from the senatorial order and from the cumle | 
chair ^ Betrayed and abandoned by those wc ' 
had confided in, our next friendship, if ever our 
hearts receive any, or if any will venture in those 
places of dciiolation, flies forward instinctively to 
what is most contrary and dis.similar. CJaesar is 
hence the visitant of Lucullua. 

LucuUm. 1 had always thought Pompeitis more ! 
moderate .and more reserved than you represent i 
him, CaiuB Julius ! and yet I am considered in ^ 
general, and surely you also will consider me, but ! 
little liable to be prepossessed by him. i 

Omar. Unless he may have ingratiated himself' 
with yon recently, by the admiuist.ration of that 
worthy whom last winter his partisans dragged . 
before the senate, and forced to itsscrt publicly ' 


that you and Cato had instigated a party to 
cumvent and murder him ; and whose caroase^ a 
few days afterward, when it had been announ^ 
that he had died by a natural death, was foim 
covered with bruises, stabs, and dislocations. 

Lueulhts, Tou bring mu6^ to my meouKiy 
which had quite slipped out of it, and I wondw 
that it could make such an impression on youii. 
A proof to me that the interest yon take in my 
behalf began earlier than your delicacy 
mit you to acknoiwlcdge. You wire &tigi^ 
which I ought to hay^ perceived beftre. 

Omar. Not at all : the fresh air has glvisn mo 
life and alertness : 1 feel it upon my cheek evea 
in the room. 

Lvcidlus, After our dinner and sleep, we wiU 
spend the remainder of the day on the subject of 
your visit. . 

Omar. Those Ethiopian slaves of yours shiver 
with cold upon the mountain here ; and truly I 
myself was not insensible to the change of climate, 
in the way from Mutiua. 

What w'hite bread ! I never found such eveii 
at Naples or Capua. This Formian wine (which I 
prefer to the Chian) how exquisite ! 

Lucvllus. Such is the urbanity of^Caesar, even 
I while he bites his lip with displeasure. How I 
surely it bleeds i Permit me to examine the cup, 

Goiftar. I believe a jewel has fallen out of the 
rim in the carriage : the gold is rough there. 

Lvmllus. MarcipOr ! let me never see that cup 
again. No answer, I desire. My guest pardons 
heavier faults. Mind that dinner be prepared lor 
us shortly. 

Omar. In tha^^nieantime, Lucullus, if your 
health permits it, walk a few paces round 

the villa 1 for I have not seen anything of the kind 
before. 

LuevUus, The walls are double : the space be* 
tween them two feet : the materials for the most- 
part earth and stubble. Twq hundred slaves, and 
about as many mules and oxen, brought the beams 
and rafters up the mountain : my architects fixed 
them at once in their places ; every part wai^ ready, 
even the wooden nails. The roof is thatched, you see. 

Oofsar. Is there no danger that so light a maid* 
rial fhould be carried off by the winds, on «uch ar 
eminence ? 
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Lucullm. None reaists them equally well | length forty. The building, aa you peroeire, la 
Cmair, On this immonsely high mountain I ‘ quadrangular : three sides contain four rooms 
should bo apprehensive of the lightning, which each : the o&er has many partitions and two Bto> 
the poets, and 1 think the philosophers too, have ries, fbr domestics and offices. Here is my salt* 
told U3, strikes the highest. bath 

Luc^m. The poets are right ; for whatever is Oaawir, A bath indeed for all the Nereids named 
received as truth, is truth in poetry ; and a ffible by Hesiod, with room enough for the Tritons and 
may illustrate like a fact. But the philosophers their her^ and horses. 

are wrong ; as they generally are, even in the LuouUm. Next to it, where yonder boys are 
commonest things; because they seldom look carrying the myrrhine vases, is a tepid one of frodi 
'»evoud their own tenets, unless through captious- water, ready for yciir reception, 
ness ; and because they argue more thar^ th^y Coemr, I resign the higher pleasure for the inlh- 
meditate, and display more than they examine, rior, as we all are apt to do ; and I will return to 
A.rchimedes and Euclid are, in my opinion, the tho ei\joyment of your conversation when I have 
worthiest of the name ; they alone having kept indulged a quarter of an liour in this refresh- 
apart to the demonstrable, the practical, and the ment. 

usefhl. Many of the rest arc good writers and Lucullm. Meanwhile I will take refuge with 
good disputants ; but unfaithful suitors of simple some less elegant philosopher, whose society I 


%ience ; boasters of their acquaintance with gods 
and goddesses, plagiaries and impostors. I had 
forgotten my roof, although it is composed of 
much the sameAuaterials as the philosophers. 
Let the %htning fall : one haudfiil of silver, or 
less, repairs*the damage. 

Caspar, Impossible ! nor indeed one thousand ; 
noj;;^twenty» if those tapestries* and pictures are 
consumed, w • 

iyiicuWm*True; but o^^y the thatch would 
bum. For before the baths were tessellated, I 
filled the area with alum aucf water, and soaked 
the timbers* and laths for many mouthy and 
covered them afterward with alum in powder, 
by means of liquid glue. Mithridates taught me 
Haviz^ in vain atiacked with combustibles 
a wooden tower, I took it by stratagem, and 
finmd within it a mass of alum, which, if a great 
huny had not lieeu observed by us among the 
enemy in the attempt te conceal it, would hav€»| 
eeeap^ our notice. I never scnipled to extort 
the truth from my prisoners: but my instnuneuts 
were purple robes and plate, and the only wheel 
in my armoury, destgi^ to such purposoB, was 
the wheel of Fortune. 

Cesaevr, I wish, in my campaigns, I could have { 
equalled your clemency and humanity : but the 
Qauls are more uncertain, fierce, end perfidious, 
than the wildest tribes of Caucasus; and our 
policy can not be carried with us ; it must be 
formed upon the spot They love you, not for 
abstaining from hurting them, but for c-easing ; 
and they embrace yon only .^^^ 'two seasons ; when 
•tripes are fresh or wjg^i stripes are imminent. 
Elsewhere I hope to become the rival of Lucnllus 
in this admirable part of virtue. 

1 shall never build villas, because . . but what 
are your proportions % Snrriy the edifice is ex- 
tremely low. 

LueuJkis, There is only one floor : the heighth 
of the apartanents is twenty feet to the cornice, 
five above it; the breadth is twenty-five; the 

^ e Cmtax would regard moh fhlnge attentively. **Iii 
^speditionibus teiaellata at eeotitia pavimenta drauintu- 
Ueee ; elgna, tabulae, operla antiqui, eemper antmcalaalme 
sompar Aeie,*' aaya Suetonius. 


shall quit again with less regret. {Cmar return- 
ing.) It is useless, 0 Caius Julius, to inquire if 
there has been any negligence or any omission in 
the service of the bath : for these are secjrets which 
I you never impart to the most favoured of your 
friends. 

Camr. I have often eiyoyed Ibc luxury much 
longer, but never more highly. Pardon my impa- 
tience to see the remainder of your Apennine 
villa. 

Lucullm. Here stand my tw^o cows. Their milk 
is brought to me with its warmth and froth ; for 
it loses its salubrity both by repose and by mo- 
tion* Pardon me, Csesar : I shall appear to you 
to have forgotten that I am not conducting Mar- 
cus Varro. 

Casar. You would convert him into Cacus : he 
would drive them off. What beautiful beasts ! 
how sleek and white and cleanly I I never saw 
any like them, excepting when we sacrifice to 
Jupiter the stately leader from the pastures of 
the Clitumnus. 

Lucullm. Often do 1 make a visit to these quiet 
creatures, and with no less pleasure than in for- 
mer days to my horses. Nor indeed can I much 
wonder that whole nations have been consenta- 
neous in treating them as ol^iccts o: devotion : 
the only thing wonderful is, tha+ gratitude seems 
to have acted as powerfully and extensively as 
fear ; indeed more extensively ; for no object of 
wom^p whatever ha« a.ttT?i.,Led so many worship- 
pers. Where Jupiter bas one, the cow has ten : 
she was venerated before he was bom, and will 
be when even the carveife have forgotten him. 

CoeBar. Unwillingly should I see it; for the 
character of our gods has formed the charactei of 
our nation. Serapis and Isis have stolen in 
among them within our memory, and others will 
follow, until at last Saturn will not be the only 
one emasculated by his successor. What can be 
more august tbrn our rites'? The first dignitaries 
of the republic are emulous to administer them : 
nothing of low or venal has any place in them, 
nnthing pusillanimous, nothing unsocial and aua- 
tere. I speak of them as they were; before 
Superstition woke up again from her slumber^ 
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and caught to her boBom with maternal love the | 
alluvial monsters of the Nile. Philorophy, never 
fit for the peop\c, had entered the best honMB^ 
and the image of Epi<ni’'us had taken the place of 
the Lemures. But men can not bear to be de- 
prived long together of anything they are used 
to ; not even of tlieir fears ; and, by a reaction of 
the mind appertaining to our nature, new stimu- 
lants were looked for, not on the aide of pleasure, 
where nothing new could be expected or imagined, 
but on the opposite. ‘Irreligion ia followed by I 
fanaticism, and fanaticism by irreligion, alter- 
nately and perpetually. 

LkcuUus. The religion of our country, as you 
observe, is well adapted to its inhabitants. Our | 
progenitor Mars hath Venus recumbent on his 
breast, and looking up to him, teaching us that 
pleasure is to be sought in the bosom of valour 
and by the means of war. No great alteration, I 
think, will ever be made in our rites and cere- 
monies ; the best and most imposing that could 
be collected from all nations, and uniting them 
to us by our complaisance in adopting them. The 
gods themselves may change names, to flatter 
new power : and indeed, as we degenerate, Reli« j 
gion will accommodate herself to our propensities j 
and desires. Our heaven is now popular : it will | 
become monarchal : not without a crowded court, 
as befits it, of apparitors, and satellites and minions 
of both sexes, paid and caressed for carrying to | 
theii stem dark-bearded master prayers and sup- 1 
plications. Altars must be strown with broken i 
minds, and incense rise amid abject aspirations. 
Gods will be found unfit for their places ; and it 
is not impossible that, in the min imminent from 
our contentions for power, and in the necessary 
extinction both of ancient families and of gene- i 
rons sentiments, our consular fasces may become 
the water-sprinklers of some upstart priesthood, 
and that my son may apply f)r lustration to the 
son of my groom. The interest of sucli men re- 
quires that the spirit of arms and of arts be 
extinguished. They will predicate peace, that 
the people may be tractable to them : but a reli- 
gion altoget-her pacific is the fomentor of wars 
and the nurse of crimes, alluring Sloth from 
within and Violence from afar. If ever it should 
prevail among the Romans, it must prevail alone : I 
for nations more vigorous and energetic will invade ' 
them, close upon them, trample them under foot ; 
and the name of Roman, which is now the most 
glorious, will become the most opprobrious upon ' 
earth. 

0<rmr. The time I hope may be distant ; for 1 
next to my own name I hold my country’s. 

Lucfullua, Mine, not coming from Troy or Ida, is 
lower in my estimation : T place my country's first 

You are surveying the little lake beside us. It 
contains no fish : birds never alight on it ; the 
water is extremely pure and cold : the walk round 
is pleasant; not only because there is always a 
gentle breeze from it, but beeause the turf is fine, 
and the surface of the mountain on this summit 
is perfectly on a level, to a great extent in leng^th ; 


not a trifling advantage to me, who walk cflffif 
and am weak. I have no allqy, no gaideaii* BO 
inolosnre : the park is in the vale below, wh:^ B 
brook supplies tbe ponds, and where xnj servaittli 
are lodged; for here I have only twelve Ib 
attendance. 

CcBscvr, What is that so white, toward tlw 
Adriatic I 

Lucullris. The Adriatic itself. Turn round, and 
you may desciy the Tuscan Sea. Our situatioil 
is reported to be among the highest of the Apen* 
nines ^ . . Marcipor has made the sign to me that 
dinner is ready. Pass this way. 

Cmar. What a library is here! Ah Maroui 
Tullius ! I salute thy image. Why frownest thou 
upon me] collecting the consular robe and up- 
lifting the right-arm, as when Rome stood iirm 
again, and Catiline fled before thee. 

LuovUm. Just BO ; such was the action the star 
tuary chose, as adding a new endearment to the 
memoiy of my absent firiend. 

CcBsar, Sylla, who honoured y« ‘U above all men, 
is not here. 

LucuUm. I have his ComrnsrUarias : he in- 
scribed them, as yon know, tOeme. Something 
even of our benefactors may be forgotten, tod 
gratitude be unroproved. u* 

Cmar. The impression on that coiich, and the 
two fresh honeysuckles in the leaves of those two 
books, would show, even to a stranger, that tUis 
room is peculiarly the master’s. Areithey sacred I 

LuGullm. To me and Cmsar. 

Coesar. I would have asked permission . . 

TAtcufivs. Cains Julius, you have nothing toadc 
of Polybius and Thucydides; nor of Xenophon, 
the next to them on the table. 

Cwear. Thucydides ! the most generous, the 
tnost unprejudiced, the most sagacious, of histo- 
rians. Now, Lucullus, you whose judgment in 
style is more accurate than any other Roman'it 
do toll me whether a commander, desirous 
writing his Co7n>vientarief^, rould take to himimlf 
a more perfect model than Thucydides. 

LucuUm. Nothing is more perfect, nor ever 
will be : the scholar of Pericles, the master of 
Demosthenes ! <the equal of the one in militaiy 
science, and of the other not the inferior in civfl 
and forensic ; the calm dispassionate judge of the 
general by whom he was defeated ; his defender, 
his encomiast. To talk of such men is conducive 
not only to virtue to health. 

Cmar, We have nd'^iter who could keep up 
long together his severity and strength. I would 
follow him; but I shall be contented with my 
genius, if (Thucydides in sight) I come many paces 
behind, and attain by study and attention the 
graoeftil and secure mediocrity of Xenophon. 

Lu(nMvM, You will avoid, I think, Csesar, one of 
his peculiarities ; his tendency to superstition. 

Cccsor. I dare promise this; and even to write 
nothing so flat and idle as his introduction to 
the CyropoBdia. The first sentence that foUoiWb 
it, I ppreeive, repeats the same word, with its snb- 
stantive, four times. This is a trifie ; but great 
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wriM and great painters do miracles or mischief 
by a single touch. Onr authors are so addicted 
of lala to imitate the Grecian^ that a bad intro* 
duotion is more classical than a good one. Not 
to mention any friend of yours, Crispus Sallustius, 
who is mine, brought me one recently of this 
description; together with some detached pieces 
of a history, which nothing in our prose or poetxy 
bath surpassed in animation. » 

LumUm, We ought to talk of these things by 
ourselves; not before the vulgar; by which ex* 
pression I mean the unlearned and irreverent in 
forum and in senate. Our Cicero has indeed 
avoided such inelegance as that of Xenophon : one 
perhaps less pardonable may be found repeatedly 
^ in his works ; 1 would say an Inelegance not 
* arising from neglect, or obtusity of ear, but 
coming forth in the absence of reflection. He 
oft^ says, " mirari tfoleo,^* Now surely a wise 
man soon ceases to wonder at anything; and, 
instead of Indulging in the habitude of wonder at 
one object, brings jj^closer to him, mokes it fami* 
liar, discusses, and dismisses it. He told me in 
his last letter of an incredible love and affection 
for me. Pardon mej Caesar J pardon me, Genius 
of Bqj^e ! and Mercury 1 I exclaimed, " the clown /” 
laughing hearCly. He would* not that 1 should 
really have thought his regagd incredible ; on the 
contrary, that I should believe it and confide in 
it to its full extent, and that T should flatter 
myself it was Hot only possible but reasonable. 
In vain will any one remark to me, such phrases 
are common,** in our ordinary language there are 
many beauties, more or less visible according to 
their place and season, which a judicious writer 
and forcible orator will subject to his arbitration 
and service : there also many things which, if 
used at all, must be used cautiously. 1 may be 
much at my ease, without being in tatters, and 
without treading on the feet of those I come 
forward to salute. I arrogate to myself no supo* 
riority, in detecting a peculiar and latent mark 
upon that exalted luminary : his own effulgence 
showed me it. Prom Cicero down to me the dis- 
tance is as groat, as between the prince of the 
senate and the lowest voter. 1 influenced the 
friends of order ; he fulminated and exterminated 
the enemies. I have served my country ; he hath 
saved it. 

This other is my dming-ro<^V> You expect 
the dishes. 

Ccesar. I misundersto^^ . I &ncied . . 

LucuUhs. Bepose yourself, and touch with the 
ebony wand, beside you, the sphynx on either of 
those obelisks, right or left. 

Camr. Let me look at them first. 

LtteuUus, The contrivance was intended for one 
person, or two at most, desirous of privacy and 
quiet The blocks of jasper in my pair, and of 
porphyry in yours, easily yield in their grooves, 
each forming one partition. There are four, con- 
taining four platforms. The lower holds four 
di^es, such as sucking forest-boars, venison, hales, 
tunnies, sturgeoni^ which yon wUl find within ; 


the upper three, eight each, but diminutive. The 
confectionaiy is brought separately ; for the steam 
would spoil it^ if any should escape. The melons 
are in the snow thirty feet under us : they came 
early this morning from a place in the vicinity of 
Luni, so that I hope they may be crisp, inde* 
pendently of their coolness. 

Ccesar. I wonder not at anything of refined 
elegance in Lucullus : but really here Antiochia 
and Alexandria seem to have cooked for ui^ and 
magicians to be our attendants. 

ImcuUus, The aljsence of slaves from our repast 
is the luxury : for Marcipor alone enters, and he 
only when 1 press a spring with my foot or wand. 
When you desire his appearance, touch that chal- 
cedony, just before you. 

Caesar. I eat quick, and rather plentifully : yet 
the valetudinarian (excuse my rusticity, for I re- 
joice at seeing it) appears to equal the traveller, 
in appetite, and to be contented with one dish. 

Lucullus. It is milk : such, with strawberries, 
which ripen on the Apennines many months in 
continuance, and some other berries of sharp and 
grateful flavour, has been my only diet since my 
first residence here. The state of my health re- 
quires it ; and the habitude of nearly three months 
renders this food not only more commodious to 
my studies and more conducive to my sleep, but 
also more agreeable to my palate, than any other. 

Caesar. Boturning to Borne or Baiue, you must 
domesticate and tame them. The cherries you 
introduced from Pontus are now gro>\ing in Cisal- 
pine and Transalpine Gaul, and the largest and 
best in the world perhaps are upon the more 
sterile side of Lake Larius. 

LvAmtlus. There are some fruits, and some 
virtues, which require a harsh soil and bleak ex- 
ifosure for their perfection. 

Cassar. In such a profusion of viands, and so 
savoury, I perceive no odour. 

Ltu^lus. A flue conducts heat through the 
compartments of the obelisks ; and if you look up, 
you may observe that those gilt roses, betwoen 
the astragals in the comice, are pr ..mlnent from 
it half a span. Hero is an apertuie in the vrall, 
betw een which and the outer is a perpetual cur- 
rent of air. We are now in the dog-days ; and I 
have never felt in the whole sumtaer more heat 
than at Borne in many dav'* oi March. 

Caesar. Usually you are attended by troops of 
domestics and of dinner-friends, not to mention 
the learned and scientific, nor your own family, 
your attachment to which, from youth upward, 
is one of the higher graces in your character. 
Your brother was seldom absent from you. 

Lucullus. Marcus was coming: but the vehe- 
ment heats along the Amo, in which valley he 
has a property he never saw before, inflamed his 
blood ; and he now is resting for a few days at 
Fsesulce, a little town destroyed by Sylla within 
our memoiy, who loft it only air and water, the 
best in Toswy. The health of Marcus, like 
mine, has been declining for several months ; we 
are running our last race against each otner ‘ ^nd 
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never was 1, in youth along the Tiber, so anxious 
of first reaching the goal. I would not outlive 
him : I should reflect too painfully oh earlier days, 
and look forward too despondently on future. As 
for Mends, lampreys and turbots beget them, and 
they spawn not amid the solitude of the Apen- 
nines. To dine in company with more than two, 
k a Gaulish and German thing. I can hardly 
bring myself to believe that I have eaten in con- 
cert with twenty; so barbarous and hordlike a 
practice does it now appear to me ; such an in- 
centive to drink much and talk loosely ; not to 
add, such a necessity to speak loud; wliich is 
clownish and odious in the extreme. On,. this 
mouutain-summil^I hear no noises, no voices, not 
even of salutation : we have no flies about us, and 
scarcely an insect or reptile. 

Ccesar. Your amiable son is probably with his 
uncle : is he well 1 

* Lucidlm, Perfectly; he was indeed with my 
brother in his intended visit to me : but Marcus, 
unable to accompany him hither, or superintend 
his studies in the present state of his health, sent 
him directly to his uncle Cato at Tusculum, a 
man titter than cither of us to direct his educa- 
tion, and preferable to any, excepting yourself 
and Marcus Tullius, in eloquence and urbanity. 

(Jmar, Cato is so great, lhat whoever is greater 
must be the happiest and first of men. 

LucuUus, That any such be still existing, 0 
Julius, ought to excite no groan from the breast 
of a Roman citizen. But perhaps I wrong you : 
perhaps your mind was forced reluctantly back 
agaiii, on your past animosities and contests in 
the senate. 

Camr, 1 revere him, but can not love him. 

Luciil/vif. Then, Caius J iiliu^, you groaned with 
reason ; and I would pity rather than reprove yoi^. 

On the ceiling, at which you are looking, there 
is no gilding, and little painting . . a mere trellis 
of vines bearing grapes, and the heads, shoulders, 
and arms, rising from the comice only, of boys 
and girls climbing up to steal them, and scram- 
bling for them ; nothing over-head : no giants 
tumbling down, no Jupiter thundering, no Mars 
and Venus caught at mid-day, no river-gods pour- 
ing out their urns upon us : for, as 1 think nothing 
so insipid as a flat ceiling, I think nothing so 
absurd as a storied one. Before I was aware, and 
without my participation, the painter had adorned 
that of my bedchamber with a golden shower, 
bursting from varied and irradiated clouds. On 
my expostulation, his excuse was, that he knew 
the Donae of Scopas, in a recumbent posture, was 
to occupy the centre of the room. The walls, 
behind the tapestry and pictures, are quite rough. ] 
la forty-thi*ee days the whole fabric was put 
together and habitable. 

Qlie wine has probably lost ita freshness : will 
yon tiy some other 1 

OoBSCBT, Its temperature is exact; its flavour 
exquisite. Latterly I have never sat long after 
dinner, and am curious to pass through the other 
i^inments, if you will trosi me. 


LufyuUm. I attend you. 

OoBmr, LucuUus ! who is here) what flgum is 
that on the .poop of the vessel ) can it be « . 

Lucullus, The subject was dictated by myself ; 
you gave it. 

Coimr* Oh how beautifully is the water painted \ 
how vividly the sun strikes against the snows on 
Taurus ! the grey templetrand pie^head of Tarsus 
catch jt dilferently, and t he monumental mount 
on the left is half in sliadc. In the countenance 
of those pirates 1 did not observe such diversity, 
nor that any boy pulled his father back ; I did not 
indeed mark them or notice them at aU, 

LucuUus. The painter, in this fr!e3eo, the last 
work finished, had dissatisfied me in one particu- 
lar. " That beautiful young face,” said I, ** ap- 
pears not to threaten death.” 

" Lucius,” he replied, if one muscle were 
moved, it were not Ceesar’s : beside, he said it 
jokingly, though resolved.” 

** I am contented with your apology, Antipho : 
but what are^you doing uow:^ for you never lay 
down or suspend your ])cncll, let who will talk 
and argue. The lines of that small^tr face in the 
distance are the same.” 

" Not the same,” replied ^e, nor very dif- 
ferent ; it smiles ; surely the god(?^*fls mus<f have 
done, at the first heroic act of her descendant.” 

Cmar. In her exultation and impatience to 
press forward, she seems to forget that she is 
standing at the extremity of the sU^ll, which rises 
up behind out of the water ; and she takes no 
notice of the terror on the countenance of this 
j Cupid who would detain her, nor of this who is 
flying off and looking back. The reflection of the 
shell has given a warmer hue below the knee : a 
long &treak of yellow light in the horizon is on the 
level of her bosom ; some of her hair is almost lost 
in it : above her head on every side is the pure 
I azure of the heavens. 

Oh ! and you would not have led me up to this ) 
1 You, among whose primary studies is the most 
I perfect satisfaction of yoilr guests 1 
! Lucullus. In the next apartment are seven or 
; eight other pictures from our history. 

I There are no more : what do you look for ? 

I CoBsa/r. I ^nd not among the rest any descrip- 
tive of your own exploits. Ah Lucullus ! there is 
no surer way of making them remembered. 

This, I presume by the harps in the two comers, 
is the music-room. 

Lucullus. No ; nor can I be said to have 

one here : for I love beb; the music of a single in- 
strument, and listen to it willingly at all tim^is, 
but most willingly while I am reading. At such 
seasons a voice or even a whisper disturbs me : 
but music refreshes my brain when I have read 
long, and strengthens it from the beginning. 1 
find also that if I write anything in poetry (a 
youthful propensity still remaining) it gives ra- 
pidity and variety and brightness to my ideas. 
On ceasing, 1 command a fresh measure and iu' 
stroment, or another voice ; which is to the mind 
likfl a change of posture or of air to the body. My 
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iMUth Ittoieftted by the gentle play thoe opened 
to the most delicate of the fibree. 

.‘Comir, let me atigur that a disorder so tract- 
able may be soon remoyecL What is it thought 
tobel 

i LuMu8, There are they who would surmise 
and signify; and xny physician did not long at- 
tempt to persuade me of the contrary; that the 
ahcient re^s of ^etes have supplied *me with 
some other plants than the cherry; and such as I 
should be Sony to see domesticated here in Italy. 

Censor. The ^ds forbid! Anticipate better 
things. « The reason of Lucullus is stronger than 
the medicaments of Mithridates; but why not use 
them tool Let nothing be neglected. You may 
reasonably hope for many years of life: your 
mother sUll exyoys it.* 

ImguUub. To stand upon one’s guard against 
I^eath; exasperates her malice and protracts our 
sufferings. 

Ceesar. Eightlg and gravely ssld : but your 
country at this tiftie can not do well without you. 

LmuUus. The howl of milk which to-day is pre- 
sented to mO; will shortly be presented to my Manes. 
Cjpar. Do you Suspect the hand % 

will not suspect a Boman : let us 
converse nojnore about it. * 

CoBsa/F. It is the only subject on which I am 
resolved never to think; as iiBlatos to myself. 
Life may concern us, death not ; for in death we 
neither can dct nor reason; we neither can per- 
suade nor command ; and our statues are worth 
more than we are, let them be but Wiix. Lucius, 
I will not . divine your thoughts : I will not pene- 
trate Into your suspicious; nor suggest mine. 1 
am lost in admiration of your magnanimity and 
forbearance ; that your only dissimulation should 
he upon the guilt of your assassin ; that you should 
leave him power, and create him virtues. 

LvjCuUvs. CaiuB Julius, if 1 can assist you in any- 
thing you meditate, needful or advantageous to 
our country, speak it iflireservedly. 

' CcMar. I really am ashamed of my association 
with CrassuB and Pompeius : 1 would not have 
anything in common with them, not even power 
itself. Unworthy and ignominious &ust it jippear 
to you, as it does to me, to compromise with an 
auctioneer and a rope-dancer ; for the meanness 
and venality of Crassus, the levity and tergiversa- 
tion ef PompeiuB; leave them no better names. 
The bestiaUty of the one. ^WThfidelity of the 
urge and iudame with au inextinguish- 
able desire of uniting my authority to yours for 
the salvation of the republic. 

XfUCuXlm, I foretold to CicerO; in the words of 
Lueietius on the dissolution of the world, 

Tria talia texta 
Una dies dabit exltio. 

' OScBMST. Assist me in accomplishing your pro- 
or rather, accept my assistance : for I 
would more willingly hear a proposal from you 

W CSoata valwtos tbat he went from his villa to atten^her 
ftmevala few years afterward. 


than offer one. Befleotions must strike you, 
Lucullus, no less forcibly than me, and perhaps 
more justly; you are calmer. Consider all the 
late actions of Cneius, and tell me who has ever 
committed any so indecorous with so grave a 
face? He abstained in great measure from the 
follies of youth, only to reserve them accumulated 
for maturer age. Human life, if I may venture 
to speak fancifully in your presence, hath its 
equinoxes. In the vernal its flowers open under 
violent tempests: in the autumnal it is more 
exempt from gusts and storms, more regular,, 
serene, and temperate, looks complacently on the 
fruits it has gathered, on the harvests it has 
reaped, and is not averse to the graces of order,, 
to the avocations of literature, to the genial 
warmth of honest conviviality, and to the mild 
necessity of repose. Thrown out from the course 
of Nature, this man stood aside and solitary, and 
found everything around him unattrs'^tivo. And 
now, in the decline of life, he has recourse to- 
those associates, of whom the best that can be 
said is, that they would have less disgraced its 
outset. Repulsing you and Cicero and Cato, the 
leaders of his party and the propagators of his 
power, Pompeius the Great takes the arm of Clo- 
dius, and walks publicly with him in the forum ; 
who nevertheless the other day headed a chorus 
(I am informed) of the most profligate and oppro- 
brious youths in Home, and sang responsively 
worse than Fescennino songs to his dishonour. 
Where was he ? Before them ? in court ? defend- 
ing a client ? He came indeed with that intention; 
but sat mortified, speechless, and despondent. 
The senate connived at the indignity. Even 
Qabinius, his flatterer and dependent, shuns him. 
^The other consul is alienated from him totally, 
and fiivours me through Calpurnia, who watchos 
over my security and interests at homo. Julia, 
my daughter, was g^ven in marriage to Pompeius 
for this purpose only : she fails to accomplish it : 
politically then and morally, the marriage loses its 
validity by losing its intent. 1 go into Gaul, 
commander for five years : Crasba:^ Is x^reparing 
for an expedition against the Parthians : the 
senate and people bend before I ompeius, but 
reluctantly and indignantly. Everything would 
be more tolerable to me, if i could permit him to 
boast that he had duped me ; but my glory re- 
quires that, letting him choose his own encamp- 
ment, square the declivities, clear the ground 
about the eminence, foss and pale it, I should storm 
and keep it. Whatever he may boast of his elo- 
quence and military skill, I fear nothing from the 
orator who tells us what he would have spoken, 
nor firom the general who sees what ho should 
have done. My first proposal for accommodation 
and concord shall be submitted to you (if indeed 
you will not frame it for me), and, should you 
deem it unfair, shall be suppressed. No successive 
step shall be made by me without your concur- 
rence: in short, I am inclined to take up any 
line of conduct, in conjunction with you, for the 
settling of the commonwealth. Does the proposal 
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SMxa to you so unimporUnt on tho one hand, or 
so ixnpraetieable and unreasonable on the othor, 
that you smile and shake your head 1 

LuouUut, Caesar ! Caesar \ you write upon lan- 
guaige and analogy; no man better. Tell me then 
whether mud is not said to be settled when it 
sinks to the bottom 1 and whether those who are 
about to sink a state, do not in like manner talk 
of settling itl 

OcBsar, 1 wish I had time to oonverse with you on 
language, or skill to parry your reproofe with equal 
wit ; for serious you can not be. At present let 
ns remove what is bad ; which must always be 
done before good of any kind can spring up. ^ 

The designs of Cneius are suspected by many 
in the senate, and his pride is obnoxious to all. 
Your party would prevail against him ; for he has 
enriched fewer adherents than you have ; and even 
his best friends are for the most part in a greater 
degree yours. 

fjucuUus, I have enriched no adherents, Caius 
Julius. Many of my officers, it is true, are easy 
in their circumstances : they however gained their 
wealth, not from the plunder of our confederates, 
not from those who should enjoy with security 
their municipal rights and paternal farms in Italy, 
but from the enemy’s camps and cities. 

CcBmr. We two might appease the public mind, 
preparing the leaders of the senate for our labours, 
and intimidating the factious. 

LucuVut, Hilarity never forsakes you, Caesar ! 
and you are the happiest man upon earth in the 
facility with which you communicate it. Hear 
me, and believe me. I am about to mount higher 
than triumviral tribunal or than triumphal car. 
They who are under me will turn their faces 
from me ; such are the rites : but not a voice of 
reproach or of petulance shall be heard, when the, 
trumpets tell our city that the funereal flames are 
surmounting the mortal spoils of Lucullus. 

Ccetar, Mildest and most equitable of men ! I 
have been much wronged ; would you also wrong 
mel Lucius, you have forced from me a tear 
before the time. I weep at magnanimity ; which 
no man does who wants it. 

LuenUm, Why can not you enjoy the command 
of your province, and the glory of having quelled 
so many nations 1 

Cmmr, I can not boar the superiority of another. 

Liwallm, The weakest of women feel so : but 
even the weakest of them are ashamed to acknow- 
ledge it: who hath ever heard any one ? Have you, 
who know them widely and well ] Poetasters and 
mimes, labouring under such infirmity, put the 
mask on. You pursue glory : the pursuit is just 
and rational : but reflect that statuaries and 
painters have represented heroes calm and qui- 
escent, not straining and panting like pugilists 
and gladiators. 

From being for ever in action, for ever in con- 
tention, and from excelling in them all other 
mortals, what advantage derive we 1 I would not 
a.sk what satisfaction ? what glory 1 The insects 
have more activity than ourselves, the beasts more 


strength, even inert matter mow frrmiiM moA 
stability ; the gods alone more goodness. To 
exercise of this every country lies open ; and n«l* 
ther I eastward nor you westward have found any 
exhausted by contests for it 

Must we give men blows because they iriU not 
look at us 1 or chain them to make them hold tlM» 
balance evener 1 

Do nQ,t expect to be acknowledged for what yiott 
are, much less for what you would be ; since no 
one can well measure a great man but upon the 
bier. There was a time when the most arddnt 
friend to Alexander of Macedon, would have em- 
braced the partisan for his enthusiasm, who should 
have compared him with Alexander of Phens. 
It must have been at a splendid feast, and late at 
it, when Scipio should have been raised to an 
equality with Romulus, or Cato with Ourius. It 
has been whispered in my ear, after a speech of 
Cicero, " If he goes on so, he will tread down the 
sandal of Marcus Antonins in the long run, and 
perhaps leave ^Hortensius behind.” Officers of 
mine, speaking about you, hai^e exclaimed with 
admiration, “ He fights like Cin^.” Thinks 
Caius Julius ! (for you have been instructed to 
think both as a poet and as a philosopher) jthat 
among the hundred hands of Ambit^n, to wihom 
we may attribute t&em more proparly than to 
Briareus, there is not*one which holds anything 
firmly. In the pa-ecipitancy of her course, what 
appears great is small, and what appears small is 
great. Our estimate of men is apt to be as Inao* 
curate and inexact as that of things, or mow. 
Wishing to have all on our side, we often leave 
those we should keep fiy us, run after those we 
should avoid, and call Importunately on others 
who sit quiet and will not come. We can not at 
once catch the applauses of the vulgar and expeot 
the approbation of the wise. What aw parties) 
Do men really great ever enter into them ) Aw 
they not baH-courts, where ragged adventuwrs 
strip and strive, and where dissolute youths abuse 
one another, and challenge and game, and wager) 
If you and I can not quite divest ourselves of in- 
firmities and passions, let us think however that 
there is enough in us to be divided into two por- 
tions, qnd let us keep the upper undisturbed and 
pure. A part of Olympus itself lies in dreariness 
and in clouds, variable and stormy ; but it is not 
the highest : there the gods govern. Your soul 
is large enough to embrace your country: all other 
affection is for li&Li^'^bjects, and less men aw 
capable of it. Abandoii^^'t Caesar ! such thougl^ts 
and wishes as now agitate and propel you : leave 
them to mete men of the marsh, to fiit hearts and 
miry intellects. Fortunate may we call ourselves 
to have been bom in an age so productive of elo- 
quence, so rich in erudition. Neither of us would 
be excluded, or hooted at, on canvassing for these 
honours. He who can think dispassionately and 
deeply as I do, is great as I am ; none other : but 
his opinions are at freedom to diverge from mine, 
as mine are from his ; and indeed, on reooUeotloil* 

I ne)^er loved those most who thought with me. 
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tmt tlKMM rather who deemed my sentimentB 
WOilAi diaoasflioB, and who corrected me with 
ItokneaBlnd affability. 

Como**. LucuUub ! you perhaps haye taken the 
wiser and better part, certainly the pleasanter. I 
can not argue with you : I would gladly hear one 
who could, but yr>u again more gladly. I should 
think unworthily of you if I thought you capable 
of :^elding or receding. I do not even ^k you to 
keep our conversation long a secret ; so greatly 
does it preponderate in your favour ; so much more 
of gentleness, of eloquence, and of argument. I 
came hither with one soldier, avoiding the^ cities, 
and'Sleeping at the villa of a confidential friend. 
To-night I ^eep in yours, and, if your dinner does 
not disturb me, shall sleep soundly. You go 
ear^ to rest, I know. 


LucuUttt. Not however by daylight Be assured, 
Caius Julius, that greatly as your discourse afflicts 
me, no pait of it shall escape my lips. If you 
approach the city with arms, with arms I meet 
you ; then your denouncer and enemy, at present 
your host and confidant 

Crnar, I shall conquer you. 

Lnculbis. That smile would cease upon it : you 
sigh already. 

CcEsar. Yes, Lucullus, if I am oppressed I shall 
overcome my oppressor : I know my army and 
myself. A sigh escaped me; and many more 
will follow: but one transport will rise amid them, 
w^en, vanquisher of my enemies and avenger of 
my dignity, I press again tUe hand of Lucullus, 
mindful of this day. 


MR. PITT AND 

put. Dear Canning, my constitution is falling 
to pieces, as fastlis your old friend!*Sheridan would 
tell you, the constitution of the country is, under 
my management Of all men living, you are the 
pe^ion I am most desirous to appoint my successor. 
M^mbiti^ is unsatisfied, while any doubt of my 
ability to ycomplish it remains upon my mind. 
Nature has withholdcn from me the faculty of 
propagating my species : nor cto I at all repine at 
it, as many yould do : since every great man must 
have some imbecile one very near him, if not next 
to him, in descent. 

Qannmg, I am much flattered, sir, by your 
choice of me, there beihg so many among your 
relatives who might expect it for themselves. 
However, this is only another instance of your 
great disinterestedness. , 

PUi, You may consider it in that light if you 
will : but you must remember that those who 
have exercised power long together and without 
control, seldom care much about afflnltics. The 
Mamelukes do not Took out for brothers and 
cousins : they have favourite slaves who leap into 
their saddles when vacant. 

Canning, Among the rich families, or the 
ancient aristocracy of the kingdoi& . . . 

put. Hold your V'tigue ! piytheo hold your 
tongue ! 1 hate and always hated these. I do not 
mean the rich : they served me. I mean the old 
houses : they overshadowed mo. There is hardly 
one however that I have ny' or degraded ; 

and I have filled th6x% smoke and sore eyes 
by raising a vassars hut above them. 

l1|esire to be remembered as the founder of a 
new system in England : I desire to bequeath my 
office by will, a verbal one : and I intend that 
you, and those who come after you, shall do the 
tame! 

As you are rather more rash than I could wish, 
and allow your words to betray your intentions ; 
and as sometimes you run counter to them in your 
hurry to escape from them, having thrown them 
^'ut feolishly where there was no occasioif nor 
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room ; I would advise you never to speak until you 
have thoroughly learnt your sentences. Do not 
imagine that, because I have the gift of extem- 
porary eloquence, you have the same. No man 
ever possessed it in the same degree, excepting 
the two fanatics, Wesley and Whitfield. 

Canning. In the same degree certainly not ; 
but many in some measure. 

Pitt, Some measure is not enough. 

Canning. Excuse me ; Mr. Fox possessed it 
greatly, though not equally with you, and found 
it enough for his purpose. 

Pitt, Fox foresaw, as any man of acuteness may 
do, the weaker parts of the argument that would 
be opposed to him, and he always learnt his 
replies : I had not time for it. I owe everything 
to the facility anil fluency of my speech, excepting 
the name bequeathed me by my father : and, 
although I have failed in everything T undertook, 
and have cast in solid gold the clay colossus of 
France, people will consider me after iny death i 
the most extraordinary man of my age. 

Canning, Do you groan at this 1 or does the 
pain in your bowels grow worse 4 Shall 1 lift up 
the cushion of your other chair yonder 1 

Pi«. Ohiohl 

Canning. I will make haste, and then soften bj 
manipulation those two or three letters of con- 
dolence. 

Pitt. Oh ! oh ! . . . next to that cursed fellow 
who foiled me with his broken weapon, and befooled 
me with his half wit, Bonaparte. 

Canning. Be calmer, sir ! be calmer. 

put. The gout and stone be in him ? Port 
wine and Cheltenham-water ! An Austrian wife, 
Italian jealousy, his country’s ingratitude, and his 
own ambition, dwell with him everlastingly. 

Canning. Amen 1 let ui^ pray I 

put. Upon my soul, we have little else to do. 
I hardly know where we can turn ourselves. 

Canning, Hard indeed ! when we can not do 
that ! 

Be comforted, sir! The worse the condition of 
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tlie ootmti/, the greater is the want of os; the 
more power wo shall posseai^ the more plsees we 
shall occupy and distribute. 

Pitt, Statesmanlike reflection. 

Ckmning, Those who have brought us into 
danger can alone bring us out^ has become a 
maxim of the English people. 

Pitt, If they should ever be strong again^ they 
would crush us. 

Canning, We have lightened them; and, 
having less ballast, they sail before the wind 
at the good pleasure of the pilot. 

Pitt. A little while ago I would have made you 
chancellor or speakel, for composing and singing 
that capital song of the Pilot : so I thought it ; 
at present I never hear the word but it gives me 
the sea-sickness, as surely as would a flshlng>boat 
in the Channel. It sounds like ridicule. 

Canning. We have weathered the storm. 

Pitt. I have not. I never believed in any 
future state ; but I have made a very damnable 
one of the present, both for myself and others. 
We never were in such danger from without or 
from within. Money-lenders and money-voters 
are satisfied : the devil must be in them if they 
are not : but we have taken the younger children’s 
fortunes from every private gentleman in Great 
Britain. 

Canning, Never think about it. 

Pkt. I have formerly been in their houses : 1 
have relatives and connections among them : if 
you had, you would sympathise. 1 feel as little as j 
any man can foel for others, you excepted. And 
this utter indifierence, this concentration, which 
inelegant men call selfishness, is among the 
reasons why 1 am disposed to appoint you my 
successor. You are aware that, should the people 
recover their senses, they would drive us in a 
dungcart to the scaflbld : me they cannot : I shall 
be gone. 

Canning. We must prevent the possibility ; we 
must go on weakening them. The viper that has 
bitten escapes : the viper that lies quiet in the 
road, is cut asunder. 

Pitt. Why I Canning I I find in you both more 
reasoning and more ^etiy than I ever found 
before. Go on in this manner, and your gloiy as 
a poet will not rest on piloU and pebbles, nor on a 
ditch-side nettle or two of neglected satire. If^ 
you exhibit too much reflection, I may change 
my mind. You will do for my successor ; you 
must not more than do. 

Canning. On the contraiy, sir, I feel in your, 
pfesenco my deep inferiority. j 

Pitt. That of course. 

Canning. Condescend to give me some precepts, 
which, if your disease should continue, it might 
be painfuller to deliver at any other time. Do 
not, however, think that your life is at all in 
danger, or that the supreme power can remain 
long together in any hands but yours. 

Pitt, Attempt not to flatter me. Canning, with 
the prospect of much longer life. The doctors of 
physio have hinted that it is time I should divert ! 


my attention from the affaln of. to say 
own : and the doctors of divinity drive bfteiier to 
the chancellor’s door than to mine. The flight 
these sable birds portends a change of season and 
a fall of bones. 

I have warned you against some imprudenoes 
of yours : now let me warn you against sonoo 
of mine.^ You are soberer than I am: but 
when yon are rather warm over claret, yon 
prattle childishly. For a successfal minister 
three things are requisite on occasion ; to speak 
like an honest man, to act like a dishonest one, 
and to be indiflerent which you are called. Talk 
of God as gravely as if you believed in him. 
Unless you do this, I will not say what our Church 
does, you will be damned ; but, what indeed is a 
politician’s true damnation, you will be dismissed. 
Most very good men are stout partisans of some 
religion, and nearly all very bad ones. The* 
old women about the prince are as notorloUB 
for praying as for prostitution ;d and if you lose 
the old women, you lose him. *ile is their pro* 
phet, he is their champion, and they are his 
Houris. 

Canning. I shall experience no difficulty «in 
observing this commandment. In oui^ days, oflily 
men who have some unsoundness of nconscionce 
and some latent fear, reiison against religion ; and 
those only scoff at Ht who are pushed back and 
hurt by it, ^ 

Pitt. Canning 1 you must have brought this 
with you from Oxford: the sentiment is not 
yours even by adoption ; it is too profound for 
you, and too well expressed. You are brilliant 
by the multitude of flaws, and not by the cleajv 
ness or the quantity of light. 

, Canning. On second thoughts, 1 am not qidte 
sure, not perfectly satisfied, that it is. as one may 
say, altogether mine. 

Pitt. This avowal suggests another counsel. 

Prevaricate as often as you can defend the 
prevarication, being close pressed : but, my .dear 
Canning I never . . I would say . . . come, come, 
let me speak it plainly : my dear fellow, never 
He. 

Canning. How, sir I what, sir I pardon me, sir 1 
But, sir i do you imagine I ever lied in my life- 
time 1 

Pitt. The certainty that you never did, makes 
me apprehensive that you would do it awkwardly, 
if the salvation or liA '^untiy (the only case in 
question) should require ifei 

Canning. I ought to be satisfied : and yet my 
feelings ... If you profess that you belieye^i'ine 
incapable ... 

Pitt. What is my profession? what is my 
belief? If a man believes a thing of me, how can 
I prevent or alter his belief? or what right have 
I to be angry at it ? Do not play the fool before 
me. I sent for you to give you good advice. If 
you apprehend any danger of being thought, what 
it is impossible any man alive should ever think 
you, I Sm ready to swear in your favour as solemnly 
as 1 swore at Tooke’s trial I am presuming that 
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you 11 ^ become prime minister ; you will then 
liaTe plenty of folks ready to lie for you ; and it 
mould be as ungentlema^y to lie yourself as to 
powder your own hair or tie your own shoe-string, 
f QBuaily had Dundas at my elbow^ who never lied 
but upon his honour^ or supported the lie but 
upon his God. As for the more delicate duty of 
prevarication^ take up those letters of inquiry and 
condolence, whether you have rubbq|l the seals 
off or not in your promptitude to serve me, and 
lay them carefully by ; and some years hence, 
when anyone exclaims, What would Mr. Pitt 
have said ! ” bring out one from your pof.ket, and 
cry, ** This is the last letter his hand, stricken by 
d^th, could trace.” Another time you may open 
one from Burke, some thirty years after the sup- ! 
posed receipt of it, and say modestly, “ Never but | 
on this momentous occasion did that great man j 
write to me. He foretold, in the true spirit of I 
prophecy, all our difficulties.” But remember ; j 
do not quote him upon finance ; else the House 1 
will laugh at you. For Burk was as unable to i 
cast up a tailor’s bill, as Sheridan is iq pay it. j 
I was j.bout to give you another piece of advice, I 
which on recollection I find to be superfluous. 
Surely my head sympathises very powerfully with ; 
my stoi|meh, which th(; physicians tell me is | 
always t#e case, though not so much with us in : 
office as with the honAirable gentlemen out. • I 
was on the point of advisini^ you never to neglect 
the deUvg*y of long speeches : tlie minister who 
makes short speeches enjoys short power. Now, 
although I have constantly been in the habit of 
saying a great deal more than was requisite to the 
elucidation of my suiTject, for the same reason as 
hares, when pursued, run over more ground than 
would bring them into their thickets, I would 
have avoided it with you, principally to save my 
breath. You can no more stop when yon are 
speaking, than a ball can stop on an inclined 
plane. You bounce at every impediment, and run 
on; often with the very thing in your mouth 
that the most malicious of your adversaries would 
Ciist against you ; and showing what you would 
conceal, and concealing what you would show. 
This is of no ill consequence a minister : it 
goes for sincerity and plain dealing. It would 
never have done at Christ-church or Eton : for 
lioys dare detect anything, and laugh with all 
their hearts. 1 think it was my father who told 
me (if it was not my fatherj forget who it was) 
that a minister must ./5 two gifts : the gift of 
places and the gift #x'' i-ne gab. Perfectly well do 
I remember his defence of this last expression, 
which somebody at table, on another occasion, 
called a vulgarism. At the end of the debate on 
it. hb asked the gentleman whether all things 
ought not to have names; whether there was any 
better for this ; and whether the learning and 
ingehuity of the company could invent one. 
The importance of the faculty was admirably 
exhibited, he remarked, by the word fftft: he 
then added, with a smile, The alliteration itself 
has its merit : these short sayings are al^ys the 


better for it : a pop-gun must have a pellet at 
both ends.** 

Ah, Cifnning ! why have I not remembered my 
father as perfectly in better things 1 1 havo none 
of his wit, litrie of his wisdom: but all his 
experience, all his conduct, were before me and 
within my reach. I will not think about him 
now, when it would vex and plague me. 

Canning. It is better to think of ourselves than 
of others ; to consider the present as evexything, 
the post and future as nothing. 

Pitt. In fact, they are nothing : they do not 
exist : what does not exist, is nothing. 

^ Canning. Supposing me to be prime minister 
... I am delighted at findhig that the very idea 
has given a fresh serenity to your countenance. 

Pitt. Because it makes me feel my power more 
intensely than ever ; or at least makes me ^snoy 
I feel it By my means, by my authority, you 
are to become the successor of a Shelburne, of a* 
Bockingham, and a Chatham. 

Canning. Sir, I request you to consider . . . , 

Pitt. Whether I have the right of alluding to 
what all have the right of recollecting, and which 
righi all will exercise. I wish you as well as if, 
by some miracle in my favour, I had been enabled 
to beget you : that which I hope to do is hardly 
less miraculous ; and, if I did not bring to my 
mind what you are, I should not feel what I am. 
Do not you partake of the sentiment 1 Would it 
I be any great marvel or great matter, if the descend- 
I ant of some ancient family stepped up to the 
! summit of power ; even with clean hoots on ? 

I You must take many steps, and some very 
indirect ones ; all which will only raise you in 
! your own esteem, if you think like a politician, 

I You are prone to be confident and overweening. 

I Be cautious not to treat parliament as you may 
[ fancy it deserves, and not to believe that you have 
bought votes when you have paid the money for 
them. 

I Canning. Why, sir 1 

I Pitt. Because it will be expected of you in 
addition to speak for a given space of time. The 
people must be made to believe ihat their repre- 
sentatives are persuaded : and a few plain words 
are never thought capable of effecting this. Your 
zeal and anxiety to leave no scruple on the mind 
of any reasonable man, mrst be demonstrated by 
protestations and explanations ; and your hatred 
of those who obscure the glory of England, in 
their attempts to throw impediments in your 
way, must burst forth vehemently, and stalk 
abroad, and now and then put on a suit that smells 
of gunpowder. 

Canning. I have no objection to that. 

Pitt. It saves many arguments, and stops more ; 
and in short is the only comprehensible kind of 
political economy. 

Whenever the liberty or restriction of the press 
is in debate, you will do wisely to sport a few 
touches of wit, or to draw out a few sentences of 
declamation on blasphemy and blasphemers. 1 
have observed by the countenances of counlvr 
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tbat thdre Ib •omething horriQIng in 
Bound of the word, something that 'Commands 
sUoDoe. 

Camming, I do not well understand the mean- 
ing of it. 

PUL Why should yout Are you to under- 
stand the meaning of everything you talk about 1 
If you do, you will not be thought deep. Be 
fluent, and your audience will be over he^ and 
ears in love with you. Never stop short, and you 
will never be doubted. -To be out of breath is 
the only sign of weakness that is generally under- 
stood in a chancellor of the exchequer. The be^s, 
in that case, are instantly against him, and the 
sounder In wind carries off the king’s plate. 

Canning. I am aware that to talk solemnly of 
blasphemy, gives a man great weight at the time, 
and leaves it with him. But if a dissenter or 
a lawyer should ask me for a definition of a 
blasphemer 1 

jPitt. Wish the lawyer more prudence, and the 
dissenter more grace. Appeal to our forefathers. 

Canning. To which of them 1 The elder would 
call the younger so, and the younger the elder. 

Pitt. Idiots ! but go on. 

Canning. In our own days the Lutheran de- 
nounces the Unitarian for it: he retorts the 
denunciation. The Catholic comes between, to 
reconcile and reclaim them. At first he simmers ; 
then he bubbles and boils ; at last, inflamed with 
charity, he damns them both. " To you, adopted 
heir of the Devil and Perdition,” says he to the 
believer in God’s unity, it would be folly and 
impiety to listen a moment longer. And you, 
idle hair-splitter, are ignorant, or pretend to 
be, that transubstantiation rests ^ upon the same 
authority as trinitarianism. The one doctrine 
shocks the senses, the other shocks the reason : 
both require to be shocked, that faith may be 
settled.” 

*'Very like your Saint Augustin,” interposes 
the Unitarian : ** hd should have written this. 
When Faith enters the school-room. Reason must 
not whisper: if she might, she would say per- 
haps, the question is, whether the senses or 
arithmetic be the most liable to error.” 

*‘Sir! sir!” cries again the catholic, "you 
have no right to bring any question into the 
house of God without his leave, nor to push your 
•harp stick against the bellies of his sheep, mak- 
ing them shove one another and break the fold.” 

PiU. Do not run wild in this way, retailing the 
merriment of your Oxford doctors in their snug 
parties. Such, I am sure, it must be : for you 
have not had time to read anything since you left 
Eton : you think but little, and that little but 
upon yousclf : nor has indeed the wing of your 
wit either such a strength of bone in it or such a 
vividness of plumage. 

Canning. 1 don’t know that. I must confess, 
however, I drew a good deal both of my wit and 
my divinity from our doctors, when they had 
risen twice or thrice from the bottle, and turned 
their backs on us from the comer of the room. 


PiU. I hope yon will be rather more retentive; 
and remember at what time yon are io lamettt, 
as well as at what time you are to joke and 
banter. On these occasions, lower your voioOi 
assume an air of disdain or pity, bless Qod that 
such is the peculiar happiness of onr meet 
favoured country, every man may ^oy hIS 
opinion ii^ security and peace. 

Canning. But some, I shall be reminded, have 
been forced to enjoy it in solitude and prison. 

PiU. Never push an argument or a remark 
too far*: and take care to have a fellow behind 
you who knows when to cry queUion! gmtunti 
As for reminding, those only whom you foxge^ 
will remind you of anything. Others will give 
you full credit for the wisdom of all your plw, 
the aptness of all your replies, the vivacity of all 
your witticisms, and the rectitude of all your 
intentions. *’ 

Canning. Unless it should fatigue you, sir, will 
you open your views of domestt^c polity a little 
wider before me 1 

Pitt. Willingly. Never choose colleagues tax 
friendship or wisdom. If friends, they will be 
importunate : if wise, they may be rivals. ChoiKse 
them for two other things quite difljt'rent ; Tbi 
tractability and connections. A few rosn of bust 
ness, quite enough for you, may be picked up 
anywhere on the toad-side. Be particular in, 
selecting for all places and employments the 
handsomest young men, and those who have the 
handsomest wives, mothers, and sisters. Eveiy 
one of these brings a larg^ party with him ; and 
it rarely happens that any such is formidable for 
mental prowess. The man who can bring you 
three votes, is preferable to him who can bring 
ym thrice your own quantity of wisdom. For, 
although in private life we may profit much by 
the acquisition of so much more of it than we 
had ourselves, ^et in public wc know not what 
to do with it. Often it stands in our way ; often 
it hides us ; sometimes we arc -oppressed by it. 
Oppose in all elections the man, wlmtcver may be 
his party or principles, who is superior to yourself 
in attainments, ,particularly in ratiocination and 
eloquence. Bring forward, when places are found 
for all the men of rank who present themselves^ 
those who believe they resemble you ; young 
declaimers, young poets, young critics, young 
satirists, young joii^alists, young magardne^uiexi* 
and young lampoon^' v^d libellers : that is, 
those among them who fik^6 never been more 
than ducked and cudgelled. Every soul of them 
will hope to succeed you by adoption. 

My father made this remark*, in his florid 
way. When an insect dips into the surfikoe of a 
stream, it forms a circle round it, which catches 
a quick radiance from the sun or moon, while the 
stiller water on every side flows without any ; In 
like manner a small politician xnay attract Uie 
noUce of the king or people, by putting into 

•- 

• father never made it : but it was neceamiy to 
attribute it to some other person than Pit^ himself. 
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iBOtiiW the pliant element about him ; while 
quieter men pass utterly away> leaving not 
oven this we^ impresaion, this momentary 
qparkle. On which principle Dundas used to 
iiy, ** Keep shoving, keep Moving ! ” I do not 
)uiow whether the iiijunction was taken by all his 
aoquaintance in the manner and in the direction 
he intended. 

A great deal has been spoken, in the tiouse and 
out of the House, on parliamentary reform. 

Canning, 1 have repeatedly said that without 
it there is no salvation for the country » this is 
embarrassing. 

Pkt, Not at all : oppose it : say you have 
changed your mind : let that serve for your 
leaaon i and do not stumble upon worse by run- 
iiing against an adversary. You will find the 
country going on just as it has gone on. 

► Canning. Bad enopgh ; God knows ! 

Pitt, But only for the country. People will see 
that the fields and the cattle, the streets and the 
inhabitants, lo9k as usual. Theliouses stand, the 
chimneys smoke, the pavements hold together: 
this will make them wonder at your genius in 
hoping them (ip, after all the prophecies they 
hawe hea^ about their gomg down. Men draw 
their idet^ from sight and*hearing. They do not 
know that the ruin of nation is in its probity, 
its confidence, its comforts. iVhilc they see eveiy 
day the magnificent equipages of contractors and 
brokers, read of sumptuous dinners given by 
cabinet-ministers and army agents, and are in- 
vited to golden speculations in the East and in the 
'NV'est, they fancy therd is an abundance of pros- 
perity and wealth ; whereas, in fact, it is in these 
vezy places that wealth and prosperity are shut 
up, accumulated, and devoured. ^ 

I deferred from session to session a reform m 
parliament ; because, having sworn to promote it 
by all the means in my power, I did not wish to 
seem perjured to the people. In the afiair of 
Maidstone nobody*could prove me so : I only 
swore I had forgotten what nobody but myself 
could swear that I remembered. It was evident 
to the whole world that I was a nerjured man ; it 
was equally that I was a powexrul one : and the 
same nation which would have sent another to the 
pillory, sent me to the Privy Council. It is in- 
conceivable to you what pleasure I felt in com- 
mitting it, when I reflected on the diflference it 
proved beWeen me an<i j<t:ojjTe in general. But 
beware of fancying ^ a . .isemble me. My fiither’s 
crutch was my sceptre, and it will fall into the 
grave with me. There is no bequeathing or 
devising this part of the inheritance. 1 improved 
it not a little. My adherents at Maidstone thought 
my fkther would have hesitated to foiget so 
bravely. Appearances were against me. The 
main object of my early life, what I had repeated 
every day, what brought me into credit and into 
polrer, was unlikely to escape my memory in an 
instant ; and in the midst of those who at that 
(tee had surrounded me, applauded me, knd fol- 
lowed me. Yet bishops and chancellors will drink 


MR. CANNING. 8T6 

to me after my death, as the most honest man 
that ever lived. 

Canning, What! evqn when they can get 
nothing and want nothing from you? 

Pitt, They want from me more than you are 
aware of : they want my example to stand upon. 
They will take their aim against our country ^m 
behind my statue. 

Canning. She has fleshier parts about her than 
the heel, and their old snags will stick tight in 
them till they rattle in the coffin. 

Pitt. Do not disturb them. You may give over 
your dalliance with reform whenever you are tired 
of it. You did not begin a»a states-man but as a 
states-feoy ; you were under me : and you can not 
act more wisely than by telling folks that 1 had 
seen my error in the latter part of my life. 

Canning, Perhaps they will not believe me. 

Pitt. Likely enough ! but courtepy and interest 
will require their acquiescence, and they will act 
I as if they did. The noisiest of the opposition are 
; the lawyers ; partly from rudeness, partly from 
rapacity. Lay it down as a rule for your conduct^ 

: that the most honest one in parliament is as indif 
ferent about his party as about his brief: whoever 
offers him his fee has him. Of these there is 
hardly an individual who had any more of a quar 
lification than you or I had ; yet they assume it, 
as well as we. Is there in this no fallacy, no fraud! 
Some of them were so wretchedly poor, that a 
borrowed watch-key hung from a broken shoe- 
I string at their tattered fob ; and when they could 
I obtain on credit a yard of damaged muslin for 
their noses, they begged a pinch of snuff at the 
next box they saw open, and sneezed that they 
might reasonably display their acquisition. 

Canning. I bonder that these people should ciy 
out so loudly for a fairer representation. 

Pitt. Some have really the vanity to believe 
that they would be chosen, and might choose theh 
colleagues ; others follow orders ; the greater part 
wish no such thing ; and, if they thought it likely 
I to succeed, would never call for it. The fact ia 
I this : the most honest and indc.;^ct:dent memberg 
I of parliament are elected by the rotten boroughs. 
They pay down their own monej , and give their 
own votes : they arc not subservient to the aris- 
tocracy nor to the treasuiy. The same can not be 
said on any other description of members. I never 
ventured to make such a remark in parliament 
The people would be alarmed and struck with hor- 
ror, if you clearly showed that the very best part 
of their representation is founded on nothing 
sounder than on rank corruption. Perhaps I am 
imprudent in suggesting the fact to you, knowing 
your diabetes of mind, and having found that your 
tongue is as easily set in motion, and as uncon- 
sciously, as the head of a mandarin on the chim- 
ney-piece at an inn. 

Cease to be speculative. 

Canning. We cease to be speculative when we 
touch the object. 

Pitt. It is then unnecessary to remind you thnt 
you want only a numerical majority. Talenta 
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count tot talents; respectability foy respectability. 
The veriest that- Dundas ever breeched fior the 
South gives as efficient a vote as a Somillj or a 
Kewport. 

In the beginning of xny career as mimster, I 
sometimes wished that I could have become so and 
have been consistent. 1 have since found that 
inconsistency is taken for a proof of greatness in a 
politician. “ He knows how to manage men ; he 
sees what the times require: his great mind 
bends majestically to the impulse of the world/ 
These things are said, or will be. Certain it is, 
when a robe is blown out by the wind, showing 
I 10 TI 9 the outer side, now the inner, then one colour, 
then another, it seems the more capacious, aild 
the richer. 

If at any time you are induced by policy, or 
impelled by nature, to commit an action more 
uiigenei^ouB or more dishonest than usual ; if at 
anytime you shall have brought the country into 
worse disgrace or under more imminent danger ; 
talk and look bravely : swear, threaten, bluster : 
be witty, be pious : sneer, scoff : look infirm, look 
gouty : appeal to immortal God that you desire 
to remain in office so long only as you can be bene- 
ficial to your king and country : that however, at 
such a time as the present, you should bo reluc- 
tant to leave the most flourishing of nations a 
prey to the wild passions of insatiate demagogues ; 
and that nothing but the commands of 3 'our vene- 
rable sovran, and the unequivocal voice of the 
people that recommended you to his notice, shall 
ever make you desert the station to -which the 
hand of Providence conducted 3 'ou. They have 
keen eyes who can see through all these words : 
I have never found any such, and have tried thott> 
sands. The man wlio possesses them may read 
Swedenborg and Kant M'hile he is* being tosaed in 
a blanket. 

Above all things keep j^our friends and depen- 
denfj^ in good humour and good condition. If they 
lose flesh, you lose people's confidence. My cook, 
two summers ago, led me to this reflection at 
Walmer. Finding him in the court-yard, and 
observing that, however round and rosy, he 
looked melancholy, and struck his hips with his 
fist very frequently aa he walked along, I called 
to him, and when he turned round, inquired 
of him what had happened to discompose him. 
He answered that Sam Spack the butcher had 
failed. 

Well, what then 1 ” said I, "unless you mean 
that his creditors may come upon me for the last 
two years’ bill.” He shook his head, and told 
mo that he had lent Sam Spack all lie 
worth, a good five hundred pounds. " The 
greater fool you !” replied I. " Why, sir !” said 
he, opening his hand to show the clearness of his 
demonstration, "who would not have lent him 
anything 1 when he swore and ate like the devil, 
and drank as if he was in hell, and his dog was 
fotter than the best calf in Kent.” 

li occurs to me that I owe this unfortunaio cook 
•evend years* wages. Write down his name. 


William Rnflfhead. .vTon mnst do aomeHui^ lft 
help him : a diversion on tho eosM pt ihfam 
would be sufficient: order one for him: injin 
months he may ffiirly pocket his quiet iwei^ 
thousands, and have his paltry three guineaeaduy 
for life. Write above the name, " deputy eonor 
missaiy.** Ruff head is so honest a cieaturei he 
will only be a dogfish in a shoal of sharks. . 

Never consent to any reduction in the narionid 
expenditdre. Consider what is voted by padia* 
ment for public services as your own property. 
The largest estate in England would go but a 
little way in procuring you partisans and adhe* 
rents: these loosely counted millions purehisi 
them. I have smiled when people in the aim* 
plicity of their hearts applauded me for neglecUag 
the aggrandisement of my fortune. Every rood 
of land in the British dominions has a mine 
beneath it, out of which, by a vote of parliament, 

I oblige the proprietor to extract as much as I « 
want, as often as I will. From every tobacco-pipe 
in England a dependent of mii^p takes a whiff ; 
from every salt^vase a spoonful/ I have given 
more to my family than is possessed by those of 
Tamerlane and Aurungzebe ; and 1 distribute to 
the amount of fifty millions a-ye&r in the manupr 
I deem convenient. What is any ma^'s private 
purse other than that ‘'into which he <|kn put his 
hand at his option? N (Either my pocket nor my 
house, neither the U'lnk nor the treasury, neither 
London nor Westminster, neither England nor 
Europe, are capacious enough for mine*": it swings 
between the Indies, and sweeps the whole 
ocean. 

Canning, 1 am aware of it. You spend only 
what you have time and opportunity for spend- 
ing. No man gives better dinners : few better 
wine . 

“Pitt. Canning! Canning! Canning! always 
blundering into some coarse compliment ! 

Reminding me of wine, you remind mo of my 
death, and tho cause Of it. To spite the French 
and Bonaparte, I would nof drink claret : Ma- 
deira was too heating : hock was too light and 
acid for me, 

Gannimj. Seltzer water takes off this effect ; the 
Dean of Christclfurch tells me. 

Pitt. It might have made my speeches windier 
than was expedient; and I declined to bring 
into action a steam-engine of such power, with 
Mr. Speaker in front and the treasury-bench in 
rear of me. The beverage of Oporto is 

now burning my entrails, 

Canning. Beverage fit for the ^condemned. 

Pitt. If condemned for poisoning. 

As you must return to London in the momh^, 
and as I may not be disposed or able to talkmueh 
at another time, what remains to be said I will: 
say now. 

Never be persuaded to compose a Tnlx e d admi- 
nistration of whij^ and tories : for, as you not 
please them equally, each will plot eternally to 
supplant you by some leader of Its party. ' ^ 

Employ men of less knowledge and perspioa^ 
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Uumycnvrsdt if ^ou can find filiem. Do not let 
any atand too close or too much abore ; because in 
boih positions they may look down into your 
shadows and see the wee<]U at the bottom. Aurora 
maybe ^ga^ed by you; but never pamper them; 
keep ihbm in wind and tractability by hard work. 
Many of them are trusty while they are needy: 
enrich them only with promised lands, ex\joying 
the most extensive prospect and most favourable 
exposure. For my part, I little respect any 
living author. The oidy one, ancient or modem, 
1 ever read with attention, is Boliugbroke, who 
was recommended to me for a model His {>rin- 
ciples, his heart, his style, have formed mine 
exclusively: everything sits easy upon him: 
mostly I like him because he supersedes inquiry : 
the thing best to do and to inculcate. We should 
have been exterminated long ago, if the House of 
Commons had not thought so, and had not voted 
mT a Bill of Indemnity : which 1 was certain I 
could obtain as often as I should find it necessary. 
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be the occasion what it mighi Neither free 
^vemmentsnorarbitravy have such security: ours 
is constituted* for evask^ I hope nobody may 
ever call me the PUU the iacapehoat. In 
Turkey I should have been strangled ; in Algiers 
1 should have been impaled ; in America I should 
have mounted the gallows in the market-place ; 
in Sweden I should have been pistoled at a public 
dinner or court-ball : in Englimd 1 am extolled 
above my father. 

Ah Canning ! how delighted, how exultant wia 
I, when I first heard this acclamation ! When I 
Iwt heard it, how sorrowful I how depressed V He 
was ^Iways thwarted, and always succeed : I was 
always seconded, and always fifiled. He left the 
country flourishing; I leave it impoverished* 
exhausted, ruined. He left many able statesmen ; 
I leave you. 

Excuse me : dying men are destined to feel and 
privileged to say unpleasant things. 

Good night 1 I retire to rest 
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B<mUer, Heartily glad am 1 to see you, my 
brother, if, iythese times of calamity and desola- 
tion, such a fentiment ma^^be expressed or felt 
My wife is impatient to embrace her sister. 

Savage, My lord primate, 1 did not venture to 
bring her with me from Dublin, wishing to wait 
until I had explored the road, and had experi- 
enced the temper of the people. 

Boulter, I much regret her absence, and yet 
more the cause of it : let me hope however that 
nothing unexpectedly unpleasant has occurred to 
you in your journey hither. 

Savage. 1 came on horseback, attended by one 
servant. Had 1 been prudent, he would not have 
worn his livery; for hardly any object is more 
offensive to the poor, in seasons of du^tress, than a 
servant in livery, spruge and at his ease. They 


* Koulter, primate of Ireland, and president of tho 
council, saved that kingdom from pestilence and famine in 
the year 1729, by supplying the poor with h^ead, medicines, 
' attendance, and every possible comfort and accommoda- 
tion. Again in 1740 and 1741 two hundred and fifty 
thousands were fed, twice a day, principally at hit 
expenee, as we find in La Biographic UniverceUe t an 
authority the least liable to sunpicion. He built hospitals 
at Drogheda and Armagh, and endoi||ir«‘rLthem richly. No 
private man, in any age or try, has contributed so 
largely to relieve the suflrer|&^(i\. i his fellnw-crcatures ; to 
which object he and his wife devoted their ample fortunes, 
tMTth during their lives and after their decease. 

Boulter was certainly the most disinterested, the most 
humane, the most benefioent man that ever guided the 
etainoila of Ireland 1 am not certain that 1 should have 
thCfUght of offering this tribute to bis memory, if bis con- 
neiDtion with my family by his marriage had not often 
reminded me of him : for we do not always bear in mind 
what la due to others unless thei’e is something at home to 
athuWtate the recollection. 

Philip Savage, Chancellor of the Exchequer, was like- 
wlaa so iireproaohable, that even Swift, the revilcr of 
(tomagat find in him no motive for satire and no room 
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attach to it the idea of idlenesB and comfort, which 
they contrast with their own hard labour and its 
ill requital. 

Two miles from Armagh, we were met by a mul’ 
titude of work-people ; they asked my groom who 
I was ; he told them my name, and, perhaps in 
the pride of his heart, my office. Happily they 
never had heard of the one or the other. They 
then inclosed me, and insisted on knowing whe- 
ther 1 came with orders from the castle, to fire 
upon them ; as had been threatened some days 
before. . 

I • “ For what 1 my honest friends ! ” cried 1. 
j For wanting bread and asking it,” was the 
< answer that ran from mouth to mouth, frequently 
, repeated, and deepening at eveiy repetition, tiff 

I hoarseness and weakness made it drop and cease. 

I I then assured them that no such orders were 
i given, or would ever be ; and that the king and 
j government were deeply afflicted at their condi- 
tion, which however was only tempo «tiry. 

Upon this there came forward one from among 
them ; and laying his hand upon the mane of my 
horse, he laughed till he stap'r.rod. I looked at 
{ him in amaze. When he had recovered himself a 
little from his transport, he said, “ I hope you are 
honest, my friend 1 for you talk like a fool, which 
in people of your sort is a token of it, though 
sometimes one no weightier than Will Wood’s for 
ahal^enuy. But piythee now, my jewel, how 
I can you in your conscience take upon yourself to 
I say, that the king and his ministers care a flea’s 
rotten tooth, whether or not we crack with empti- 
ness and thirst, so long as our arms fill their 
bellies, and drive away troublesome neighbours 
while they are napping afterward? Deeply afflicted! 
is it deeply afflicted ! O’ iny soul, one would think 
there was as much pleasure in deep affliction as in 
i deep drinking, or even more : for many have 
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wadiod away their lands with claret, and haye 
then g^ven over drinking ; but whbre is the good 
fellow who has done anything in this quarter by 
way of raising his head above such a deep afflic- 
tion! Has tile king or his lord-lieutenant sent us 
the value of a mangy sow’s bristle ! I may be 
mistaken, but I am apt to think that, shallow as 
we are bound to believe we are in other things, 
our affliction is as deep as theirs, or near upon it ; 
and yet we never said -a word about the matter. 
We only said we wefe naked and starving, and 
quitted our cabins that we may leave to our 
fathers and mothers our own beds to die on, and 
that wo may heaf no longer the cries of our wives 
and little ones, which, let me tell you, are very 
different in those who are famishing from any we 
ever heard before. Deeply afflicted I Now afore 
God ! what miseries have they suffered, or have 
they seen ! I hear of rich people in Dublin with 
such a relish for deep affliction, they will give 
eighteen pence for a book to read of it.” 

Partly in hopes of proceeding, and partly in 
commiseration, 1 slipped a guinea into the fellow’s 
hand. He took it, and did not thank me, but 
continuing to hold it together with my horse’s 
mane, he said, *^Come along with me.” I thought 
it prudent to comply. At the distance of about 
a mile, on the right hand, is the cabin to which 
I was conducted. A wretched horse was standing 
half within it and half without, and exhibiting in 
his belly and ribs the clearest signs of famine and 
weariness. Let us hear,” said my guide, " what 
is going on.” 

I dismounted and stood with him. Looking'^ 
round about the tenement, I found no article of 
furniture ; for the inhabitanj. was lying on the 
floor, covered with his clothes only. Against tbo 
wall of the doorway was hanging from a nail a 
broken tin tobacco-box, kept open by a ring, which 
had formerly been the ornament of a pig’s snout. 
Its more recent service was to make a hole in a 
piece of paper, on which I read, “ Notice to quit.” 

There was a priest in the cabin, who spoke, as 
nearly as I can recollect, these words : “You are 
the only catholic in the parish, and ought to set 
an example to the rest of them about you.” 

“ Father 1 ” said a weak voice, you told me I 
might go to the archbishop’s when I grew stouter, 
and get what I could ; it being the spoil of an 
enemy. Such was my hunger on first recovering 
from the fever, and the worse perhaps from having 
had nothing to eat for a couple of days, that, when 
the servants gave me a basin of broth, I swallowed 
it. None of them had the charity to vram me 
that it was a piece of beef which was lying at the 
bottom, or to tell me that (for what they knew) it 
might be a turnip ; so, without thinking at all 
about it, I just let it uke its own way 1 There 
was no more of it than the size of a good potato : a 
healthy man would have made but four bites of 
it : I had a bitch that would have swallowed it at 
one, when she had whelps. I have seen a man 
who would make so little of it, he would let his 
wife eat it all, at a meal or two : it was next to | 


nothing. In my mind,> I have a doubt wlietbur» 
as there might he some fever left upon me, it wui 
not rather the show of beef rising out of the bmtll* 
than real beef. For sure enough 1 might mistake, 
as I might in thinking 1 was well sgaili, when 
I had still the fever ; which could scarcely eome 
back upon me for eating, when it had come upon 
me tte week before for not eating. Howsoever, 

I went home and laid myself down and slept, and 
dreamt of angels with ladles of soup in th^r hands, 
some looking ugly enough, and others laughings 
an(f one of them led that very horse of yours into 
the cabin : I should know him again anywhere ; 
we looked in each other’s face for ten minutes • , , 
then down he threw himself on me, as though I 
were no better than ling and fern. There he would 
have staid, I warrant, till sunrise, if it had not 
been Sunday morning.” 

""Howl” cried the priest. ""What thenl*aU 
this iniquity was committed upon the Saturday!” 
‘"This day .week,” answered* the sick man, 
humbled as much, I suspect, by blundering into 
the confession, as he was by the reproof. 

"" And now, by my soul ! oqr Lady calls you to 
an account, sinner ! ” said the priest angrilyr ** 1 
would not wonder if the arch-hectic, yffli call 
archbishop, gave ou{.^ so many thousand bowls of 
soup a day, for the sake of drowning that aoul of 
yours, swillcr dlul swine ! Hither have I been 
riding a matter of thirteen miles, tq see that eveiy 
thing is going on as it ought, and not an ounce 
of oatmeal or a potato in the house.” 
i The poor inhabitant, of the cabin sighed aloud, 
j My conductor strode softly toward the priest, and, 
twitching him by the sleeve, asked him softly 
what he thought of the man’s health. The poor 
creature heard tho question, and much more die- 
tinctly the answer, which was, that he could not 
live out another day. He requested the holy man 
to hear his confession : the most grievous part of 
it had been made already : but now the piece of 
beef had its real size and weight given to it : bo 
had eaten it with pleasure, with knowledge : he 
had gone to bed upon it : he had tried to sleep : 
he had slept : he had said no more ave^nariee 
than ordinarily. A soul labouring under such a 
mountain of sin required (God knows how many) 
masses for its purgation and acquittance. 

"" Be aisy !” said my conductor. He shall sup , 
with our blesse^ Lord in Paradise by seven o'clock 
to-morrow night, ilf masses can mik potatoes or 
there is buttermilk abo^” 

On saying this, he pulled open the priest's hantf^ 
slapped it with some violence, left guinea in 

it, and wished me a pleasant ride. I could not 
to let him quit me so abruptly, glad as I 
should have been before at his departure. I SsM 
him whether the dying man was his r^tive* He 
said, "" No.” I wished to replace his generotit^r 
somewhat more largely. 

‘"Sir!” said he, ""I have enough |br seveial 
dajjp yet : when it is gone, the archbishop wUi give 
me what he gives the rest. As for 
monger, be shall eat this rasher of bacon with me 
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Hilt bkiied nighty or Til be damned.** So aa^g, 
lie drew a thin slice from his pocket, neither 
impt in paper nor in bread. 

Stmiier, I hope soon to find out this worthy 
man, the warmth of whose heart may well atone 
tn that of his expressions ; but, lest he should be 
too urgent in his invitation, I will immediately 
send one to my brother clergyman, ontre|iting 
Mm to dine with us. We have always fish on 
Fridays and Saturdays from the lake near us, in 
ease we may be favoured by any Roman Catholic 
Tikiter* * 

This slight displeasure is, I hope, the only one 
you have met with. 

Philip Savage, I must confess it grieved me to 
^see the sheriff’s officers erecting the gallows at 
Urn entrance of the city : it must exasperate the 
populace. Men in the extremity of suftering lose 
sooner the sense of fear than the excitability to 
indignation : the people of Ireland have endured 
enough already. 2 • 

BauUer. Indeed have they. It was thought 
the excess of hard'heartedness, when men asked 
for bread, to give a stone ; but better a stone than 
ahaltdr. 

Phitip Sav^e. As our country-gentlemen, in 
this part of Ii%land particul^ly, are rather worse 
than semi-barbarous, and hear nothing from their 
eradles but threats and defiance, ^hey may deem 
it requisite andl becoming to erect this formidable 
signal of regular government against the advances 
of insurrection. 

Boulter, More are made Insurgents by firing 
on them than by feeding them ; and men are more 
dangerous in the field than in the kitchen. 

Philip Savage, In critical times, such as these, 
some coercion a^d some intimidation may be 
necessary. We must be vigilant and resolute 
against the ill-intentioned. 

BouUer, My dear brother! would it not be 
wiser to give other intentions to the ill-inten- 
tioned 1 Cruelty is no more the cure of crimes 
than it is the cure of sufferings : compassion, in 
the first instance, is good for both : I have known 
it bring compunction when nothing^ else would. 
I fbrbeij^ to enlarge on the enormous inhumanity 
of infiicting the punishment of death for small 
offbnees ; yet I must remind you to ask yourself, 
whether, in your belief, ten years ever elapsed in 
Ireland, or even in England, h lth''iit some capital 
sentence wrongfully pronoii* ed. If this be the 
ease, and most men thlFk it is, does it not occur 
to you that such a penalty should for ever be 
expunged firom our statute-book? Severe as 
spother may be, reparation of some kind may be 
made, on the detection of its injustice. But what 
reparation can reach the dead from the living? 
What reparation can even reach the judge who 
eondemned him? for he too must be almost os 
miidL a sufferer. In vain will the jurymen split 
aAd subdivide the responsibility : in vain will they 
lament that nothing now can mitigate the verdict. 
Release then the innocent from this long suffering. 
If you will not release the guilty from a shorter. 


What can be expected from the humanity of mei^ 
habituated to See death inflicted on their fellow- 
men, for offences which scarcely bring an incon- 
venience on the prosecutor 1 And what can be 
expected from the judgment of those above them, 
who denounce vengeance to preserve peace, and 
take away life to show respect for property? 
More ferocity hath issued from under English 
scarlet than from under American ochre. Violent 
resentments arc the natural propensities of un- 
tamed man : the protection of our property doeS 
not require them, 

Phifip Savage, The legislator and judge feel 
none. • 

. Boulter. Why then imitate them in voice and 
action ? Is there anything lovely or dignified in 
such an imitation ? 

Philip Samge. Our judges in these days are not 
often guilty of the like unseemliness, which was 
common fifty years ago. 

Boulter, Certainly they are less boisterous and 
blustering than under the first James and the first 
Charles, and have wiped away much of that rude- 
ness and effrontery which is Chastened in other 
professions by civilcr company and more salutary 
awe : nevertheless, at the commencement of the* 
disturbances which this famine brought about^ 
many poor wretches were condemned to death, 
after much intemperate language from the judges, 
who declined to present petitions on their behalf 
to the lord-lieutenant, as 1 told you in my letter. 
Probably they are little pleased that his ilexibility 
of temper hath yielded to our remonstrances and 
authority. Painful would be my situation as pre- 
sident of the council, and yours as chancellor of 
the exchequer, if sych people as are usually sent 
Mther for lords-lieutenants were as refractory as 
they are renxiss. I trust it will ever be found 
convenient to appoint men of clemency to the 
first station, and that I shall never be forced to 
exercise on them the powers entrusted to me of 
coercion and control. 

It is well when people can believe that their 
misfortunes are temporary. How can wc apply 
such a term to pestilence and famine ? 

Philip Saeage. Surely the violence of the evil 
eats away the substance of it speedily. Pestilence 
and famine are, and always havv been, temporaiy ‘ 
and brief. 

Boulter, Temporary they are, indeed : brief are 
they, very brief. But why ? because life is so under 
them. To the world they are extremely short : 
but can we say they are sb ^rt to him who bears 
them ? And of such there are thousands, tens of 
thousands, in this mo^t afflicted, most neglected 
country. The whole of a life, be it what it may 
be, is not inconsiderable to him who leaves it ; any 
more than the whole of a property, be it but an 
acre, is inconsiderable to him who possesses it. 
Whether w^ant and wretchedness last for a month 
or for half a century, if they last as dong as the 
sufferer, they are to him of very long duration. 
I^t us try then rather to remove the evils of Ire- 
land, than to persuade those who undergo them 
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that there are none. For, if they could bo thus per- 
^enaded, we should have brutalised them first to 
such a degree, as would render them more dan- 
gerous than they were in the reigns of Elizabeth 
or Charles. 

There will never be a want of money, or a want 
of c )nfidcnce, in any well-governed state that has 
been long at peace, and without the danger of its 
interruption. But a want of the necessaries of 
life, in peasants or artisans, when the seasons have 
been favourable, is a oertain sign of defect in the 
•constitution, or of criminality in the administra- 
tion. It may not be advisable or safe to tell every 
one this truth ; yet it is needful to inculcate it on 
the minds of governors, and to repeat it until 
they find the remedy : else the people, one day or 
other, will send those out to look for it who may 
trample down more in the search than suits good 
hushandry. 

God be praised ! we have no such exclamation 
to make as that of Ecclesiastes. “ Woe to thee, 
0 land ! whose king is a child : ” An evil that 
may afflict a laud under the same king, for years 
indefinite. Our gracious sovran, ever mindful of 
his huinhle origin, and ever grateful to the people 
who raised him from it to the most exalted throne 
in the universe, a throne hung round with the 
trophies of Cressy, Agincourt, Poictiers, and Blen- 
heim, has little inclination to imitate the ruinous 
pride of Louis the Fourteenth : to expend his 
revenues, much less those of his people, in the 
cxcavafion of rivers, the elevation of inountains, 
and the transplantation of Asia, with all her 
gauds and vanities, under the gilded domes of 
laery palaces. 

Philip SaTUije. Versailles is a monument, raised 
by the king of one country for the benefit of kings 
in all others, warning each in successive genera- 
tions, not to exhaust the labour and patience of 
his people, by the indulgence of his profusion and 
sensuality. 

Boulter, Let us hope, my brother, that the 
poverty this structure has entailed on the French, 
may not hereafter serve for the, foundation of more 
extensive evils, and exacerbate a heartless race, 
ever disposed to wanton cruelties, until they at 
last strike down the virtuous for standing too 
near, and for warning them where their blows 
should fall. In which case they will become even 
worse slaves than they are, from the beating they 
must, sooner or later, undergo. 

If 1 could leave the country in its present state, 
and if 1 possessed the same advantage of daily 
access to the king, as when I attended him from 
Germany, I should take the liberty of represent- 
ing to him, that his own moderation of expendi- 
ture might well he copied in the public, and that 
some offices and some pensions in this country 
might be lopped off, without national dishonour 
or popular discontent, 

PhUip 8<wage, There has always been an out- 


cry agamst places and pensions, whether ite 
country was flourishing or otherwise. ¥e ttliy 
lop until we cut our fingers and disable odiselvei 
for harder work. Surely a man of your gmee^a 
discernment would look well to it first, and re- 
member that, where the sun is let in, the winud too 
may let in itself. 

Boulter. A want of caution is not among my 
defeats; nor is an unsteady deference to the 
clamours of the multitude. It is necessaiy to ask 
sometimes even well-dressed men, have not ihe 
judges places ] is not every ofiice of trust a planet 
arid can any government be conducted without its 
functionaries t I do not follow the public cry, 
nor run before it. Pensions too, occasionally, axe 
just and requisite. What man of either party 
will deny, that a Marlborough and a Peterborough* 
deserved such a token of esteem, from the countiy 
they served so gloriously t or that the payment of 
even a large annuity, to such illustrious men, is 
not in the end the best economy 1 These rewards 
stimulate exertion and crei* e merit. They like- 
wise display to other nations our justice, our 
generosity, our power, our weaKAi ; and are the 
best monuments we can erect to Victory. Bo 
not be alarmed lest the people should ifisist on 
too rigorous a defalcation. The ‘^British** people^ 
and still more the Irish, would res®nt, as a private 
wrong, the tearing one leaf from the brow of a 
brave defoiidel*. On the contrary, to say nothing 
of clerks and commissaries, the girant of pensions 
to ambassadors and envoys, who can not act firom 
their own judgment, and who only execute the 
orders of others, withput the necessity of genius, 
of learning, of discernment, or of courage, is siiper- 
fiuous to a nation in its prosperity, and insulting 
to one in its distress. They are always chosen out 
of private Mendship ; and their stipends, while 
they act, are only presents made to them by their 
patrons. To pay them afterward for having 
taken the trouble to receive these presents, is less 
needful than to send a piiristmas-box to my wig- 
maker, because I had preferred him already, and 
had paid him handsomely for making me a wig 
at Midsummer. Should we not think him a foolish 
man if he expected it, and an impudent one if he 
asked it 1 

We are so fortunate as to have few pensions to 
discharge, and little debt : nevertheless, in times 
disastrous like these, when many thousands, I 
might say mj^ >ns, arc star\ung, and when per- 
sons once in affiuence have neither bread nor 
work, it behoves us, wlf: wish security and respec- 
tability to the government, to deduct from waste 
and riot that which was not given originally for 
distinguished merit, and which may now save Uie 
lives of generations, and scarcely take the garnish 
off one dish in the second courses of a fbw. 

At my table yon will find only oxdinaiy fm ; 
and I hardly know whether I am not sbitiiii g 
while 1 thank my God that it is pientlfid* 
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JOHN OF GAUNT AND JOANNA OP KENT. 


Jomneu How is this, my cousin/ ihat you are 
liee&eged in your own house, by the citizens of 
Ijondoni I thought you were their idol. 

Omfnt, If their idol, madam, I am one which 
th^ may tread on as they list when down^ but 
which, by my soul and knighthood ! the ten beat 
battleaxes among them shall find it hard work 
to unshrine. * ^ 

Pardon me . . I have no right perhaps to take 
or touch this hand . . yet, my sister, bricks and 
stones and arrows are not presents fit for you : 
• let me conduct you some paces hence. 

/oanna. I will speak to those below in the 
street : quit my hand : they shall obey me. 

Qaunt If you intend to order my death, 
madam, your guards who have entered my court, 
and whose spurs i^d halberts I hear upon the 
staircase, may ovespowcr my domestics ; and, 
seeing no such escape as becomes my dignity, I 
submit to you.^ Behold my sword at your feet I 
Some formalities, I trust, will be used in the pro- 
ceedings against me. Entitle me, in my attainder, 
not John of 8&>unt, not Duke* of Lancaster, not 
King of CastilS ; nor commemorate my &ther, the 
most glorious of princes, the vancyiishcr and par- 
doner of the most powerful ; nor style me, what 
those who loved or who flattered me did when I 
was happier, cousin to the Fair Maid of Kent. 
Joanna ! those days are over ! But no enemy, no 
law, no eternity can take away from me, or move 
fiirther off, my affinity in blood to the conqueror 
in the field of Cressy, of Poictiers, and Najora. 
Edward was my brother wdien ho was but your 
cousin j and the edge of my shield has clinked on 
his in many a battle. Yes, we were ever near, if 
not in worth, in danger. 

Joanna, Attainder! God avert it! Duke of 
Lancaster, what dark tlmught . . . Alas ! that the 
Kegency should have known it ! I came hither, 
sir, for no such purpose as to ensnare or incrimi- 
nate or alarm you. 

These weeds might surely have protected me 
from the fresh tears you have drawn forth. 

Qauni, Sister, be comforted I this visor too has 
felt them. 

Joanna* 0 my Edward ! my own so lately I Thy 
memory . , thy beloved iro'"*-o 4» which never 
hath abandoned mo . . mai js me bold ; I dare 
not say generous; fdr iiP^saying it I should cease 
to be BO . . and who could be called generous by 
the side of thee ! * I will rescue from perdition the 
enemy of my son. 

Cousin, you loved your brother: love then 

e yoanna, called the fair xnaid of Kent, was cousin of 
the Black Prince, whom she married. John of Gaunt, was 
auipeot^ of aiming at the crown In the beginning of 
Richard's minority, which, increasing the hatred of ttie 
people apalnst him for favouring the sect of WiclifTe, 
eaotted them to demolish his house and to domand iiis 
Impeachment 


what was dearer to him than his life: protect 
what he, valiant as you have seen him, can not 1 
The father, who foiled so many, hath left no 
enemies : the innocent child, who can ii\jure no 
one, finds them 1 

Why have you unlaced and laid aside your 
visor 1 Do not expose your body to those missiles. 
Hold your shield before yourself, and step aside. 
I need it not. I am resolved . . 

OawnJt, On what, my cousin '{ Speak, and by 
the Lord ! it shall be done. This breast is your 
shield ; this arm is mine. 

Joamma, Heavens ! who could have hurled 
those masses of stone from below ! they stunned 
me. Did they descend all of them together ? or 
did they split into fragments on hitting the 
pavement 1 

Gaunt. Truly I was not looking that way : they 
came, I must believe, while you were speaking. 

Joanna. Aside! aside 1 further back ! disregard 
me/ Lookl that last arrow sticks half its head 
deep in the wainscot. It shook so violently, 1 did 
not see the feather at first. 

Ko, no, Lancaster ! I will not permit it. Take 
your shield up again ; and keep it all before you. 
Now step aside ..lam resolved to prove whether 
the people will hear me. 

Gaunt. Then, madam, by your leave . . . 

Joanna. Hold ! forbear ! Come hither ! hither 
. . not forward. 

Gaunt. Villains! take back to your kitchens 
those spits and skewers that you forsooth would 
fkin call swords and arrows ; and keep your bricks 
afid stones for your graves ! 

Joanna. Imprudent man ! who can save youl 
I shall be frightened : I must speak at once. 

0 good kind people ! ye who so greatly loved 
me, when I am sure I had done nothing to de- 
serve it, have I (unhappy me !) no merit with >ou 
now, when I would assuage your a 'ger, protect 
your fair fame, and send you horn: c'ntcnted with 
youreelves and me ! Who is he, worthy citizens, 
whom ye would drag to slaughter 1 

True indeed ho did revile come one ; neither I 
nor you can say whom ; some Laster and rioter, 
it seems, who had little right (he thought) to c&rr}" 
sword or bow, and who, to show it, hath slunk 
away. And then another raised his anger; he 
was indignant that, under his roof, a woman should 
be exposed to stoning. Which of you would not 
be as choleric in a like affront i In the house 
of which among you, should I not be protected as 
resolutely] 

No, no : I never can believe those angry cries. 
Let none ever tell me again he is the enemy of 
my son, of his king, your darling child Kichard. 
Are your fears more lively than a poor weak 
female’s] than a mother’s] yours, whom he hath 
BO often led to victory, and praised to his father, 
naming each . . He, John of Gaunt, the defender 
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of the helpless, the comforter of the desolate, the 
railing signal of the desperately brave ! 

Retire, Duke of Lranoastcr I This is no ^Ime . . 

Oaunt. Madam, I obey; but not through terror 
of that puddle at the house>door, which my hand- 
fill of dust would dry up. Deign to command me 1 

i/ odfL'/ia. In the name of my son then, retire ! 

CrciuTU. Angelic goodness ! I must fairly win it. 

Joanrm. I think I know his voice that crieth 
out, Who will answer for him 1” An honest and 
loyal man’s, one who would counsel and save me 
in any difficulty and danger. With what plea- 
sure and satisfaction, with what perfect joy and 
confidence, do I answer our right-trusty and well- 
fudging friend 1 * 

^^Let Lancaster bring his sureties,” say you, 
‘*and wo separate.” A moment yet before we 
separate ; if I might delay you so long, to receive 
your sanction of those sureties ; for in such grave 
matters it would ill become us to be over-hasty. 
I could bring fifty, I could bring a hundred, not 
from among soldiers, not from among courtiers, 
but selected from yourselves, were it equitable and 
fair to show such partialities, or decorous in the 
parent and guardian of a king to offer any other 
than herself. 

liaised by the hand of the Almighty from 
amidst you, but still one of you, if the mother of 
a family is a part of it, here I stand, surety for 
John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster, for his loyalty 
and allegiance. 

Oaimt (running toward Joanna). Are the 
rioters then bursting into the chamber through 
•he windows ? 

Joanna. The windows and doors of this solid 
edifice rattled and shook at the people’s acclama- 
tion. My word is given for you : this was theirs 
in return. Lancaster! whgt a voice have t^e 
people when they speak out I It shakes me with 


astonishment, almost with consternation, while it 
establishes the throne : what must it be when H 
is lifted up in vengeance ! 

OaunL Wind ; vapour . . 

Joanna. . . Which none can wield nor hold* 
Need I say this to my cousin of Lancaster 1 

Gaunt. Rather say, madam, that there is always 
one star above which can tranqnillise and control 
them. 

Joanna. Go, cousin ! another time more lin* 
cerity ! 

Gaunt. You have this day ^ved my life from 
tho&people : for I now see my danger better, when 
it is no longer close before me. My Christ t if 
ever I forget . , 

Joanna. Swear not : every man in England 
hath sworn what you would swear. But if yon • 
abandon my Richard, my brave and beautiftil 
child, may . . Oh ! I could never curse, nor wiidi 
an evil : but, if you desert him in the hour of 
need, you will think of those who have not de* 
seried you, and your own great heart will lie 
heavy on you, Lancaster ! * 

Am I graver than I ought to be, that yon look 
dejected 1 Come then, gentle cousin, lead me to 
my horse, and accompany me home. !^ichard 
will embrace us tenderly. Every one i&,dear to 
every other upon rising out fre^ from peril : 
affectionately then tiill he look, sweet boy, upon 
his mother and his uncle ! Never mind how 
many questions he may ask you, nor how strange 
ones. His only displeasure, if b;e has any, 
be, that he stood not against the rioters \ or 
among them. 

Gaunt Older than he have been as fond of 
mischief, and as fickle in the choice of a party. 

I shall tell him that, coming to blows, the 
assailant is often in the right ; that the assailed 
is always. 


M. villele and M. CORBIERE. 


Villele. We are safe : God defends the monarchy. 
The Giraffe is arrived. 

Corhicre. The Giraffe ! 

VlUUe. The Giraffe, the Giraffe. 

Corhllre, t pay little attention to these barba- 
rians : they enter not within my department. In 
what canton of India are his dominions ? 

VUUle. Whose dominions! You are absent, 
my dear Corbiere. 

Corhiere. No, not at all. I suspected he would 
be troublesome to Pondicbeny. I know very 
well be has agents at Madagascar. A schooner 
off Cape Yerde might . . . Let us think of it. We 
never can trust the English near ns. We ought 
not to have ceded to them so much at the late 
peace, when we made them come to us in Paris 
and had them under our thumb. Our trade lan- 
guishes extremely in those colonies. 

ViiUle. Pardon me ; I spoke of the Giraffe, 
that the Pasha of Egypt has sent over, in homage 
to his ally and friend, our most august master. 


Corbiere. Oh ! I did not recollect at first that 
the Egyptians call by that name their old mum- 
mies and obelisks . . 

ViUUe. K is no mummy, no obelisk, but a ra» 
turn for the fine Mgate . . 

Corbiere. Very true! very true I these nautical 
terms always escape me. Why can not we speak 
of them in F’-'^nch ! Why recur to Dutch, English, 
Egyptian, anLS"'what not 1 

VUUle. The Giraffe is a b^t . . 

Corhicre. I know it : who does not know that! 
So is the unicorn : yet we call a ship the Unicom, 
and on the same principle the Giraffe. Have I 
explained my meaning ! 

The pasha, I understand, has given ns another 
frigate, in compensation for that which we 
equipped in his service. T hope he has remem- 
bered that we two sent him our best sailois, sent 
him powder, artillery, gunners, and as many 
ofliceis as the Jesuits could persuade to abjure the 
Christian j&dth, pro tempore, cum reservatioiic 
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et oertum finem, nempe gloriam Dei et 
•uiB ecoledisfei. 

VUlUe, You Bpeak excellent I^atixL* 

ChrbUrt, Ciceronian, Ciceronian ; you may find 
vary words in that great man’s commentary, 
De Oforia in excelm. 

Well, well, we must not always be scholars : now 
to business. The pasha, I trust, has notified his 
gratitude, that we ordered the frigate to sail ex- 
actly in readiness to sink M. Cochrane. » 
ViU^, We are unlucky in our sinking of 
Englishmen. Several thousands of them were 
sunk by us in the late war, as we read in ^the 
Ifoniteur ; but they rose up again, being amphi- 
bious, and fought like devils. The most impru- 
dent thing that Napoleon ever did, was, to drive ; 
them into the sea. He did it fifty times at the 
least, and they always came out again the stronger 
for it, and finally dragged him in after them, and 
gj^e him such a ducking that he died. 

Oarblire. You used the word amphibious. In 
my literary recreatjpns, which a close attention 
to politics renders eiecessary, I have*entcred into 
several discussions upon that word. Originally it 
is not French ;»end must be used cautiously, and | 
only in a particular acceptation. It signifies a very ! 
fierce^animal ; such as a crocodile, a dromedary, | 
an ostrich, oVa certain serpent of the desert. It ' 
may comprehlnd also, by the figure we call meta ; 
, . . that is, meta, Ac., Ac., , . . a ^ stout man, or 
strong-minded one. I was formerly at table in 
company withi the Duke de la Rochefoucauld- ' 
Liancourt, and wished him to support my defini- i 
tion, which, as I was not then in the ministry, no j 
one else would. Although he declined to lend j 
me all the assistance I could have desired, he 
silenced my opponents, or rather he conciliated 
all parties, by saying that a man was justly called 
amphibious who could live equally well and hap- ’ 
pily in office or out. Upon which I turned to 
M. Gregoire, and said intelligibly enough, " Let 
ffiction bo silent ; let quibbling cease ! Democracy 
herself has no longer the effrontery to deny that 
amphibious means strong-minded.” Overcome 
by authority, he bowed assent, and declared that 
neither he nor anyone could follow a surer guide, 
in thought or action, than M. de ia Rochefou- 
cauld. The whole party rose up, bending first to 
M. Gregoire, then to the duke, who, returning 
the salute, took the old man by the elbow and 
conducted him to the ladies. 1 never was less 
witty with them in my life 

VillUe, Be contented: we have stripped of 
their authority, we ha# deprived of considera- 
tion^ the two persons that twenty-five millions 
call the two best in France. As for the word 
amphibioue, we will drop it : it is an ugly word, 
and I should not like it to be applied to me. 

Corbiire, But these English ; 1 do not discover 
that they come under the designation more than 
other people. * 

VUtUe, Not indeed in your sense. I was ob- 
serving that by sea they usually give us some 
trouble. Havi^ more money than we, and of^ 


that are all heart, and copper and iron upon the 
surface of the ground, they can construct more 
ships; and, before the war is over, we always 
teach them how to fight. Beside, they take 
twenty while we build one. 

CorbUre, We may laugh at that: it can only 
last for a time. 

Now the giraffe you were talking of. There 
are some difficulties, some considerations . . I 
would know more about it. 

VUlele. The giraffe is . . . 

Corbihe, I know perfectly well what giraffes 
are in general ; but this one, being sent by our 
friend the pasha, may differ, not perhaps essen- 
tiallyv but in a leg or two and ii\ colour. 

ViU^le, The giraffe is a quadruped, that, ac- 
cording to Buffon and Tite-Live ... 

Corbiere. 0 parbleu ! now you explain the 
thing completely. It is the very creature put 
down in the list with hippopotamus, rhinoceros, 
lynx, zebra, and that other. How considerate and 
attentive is our friend, Mohammed-Ali ! Who 
could have expected that a brute of a pasha 
would have followed our directions so precisely ! 

VUUle. He sees his interests as clearly as 
we see ours, and knows them to be the same. 
M. Appony told you truly that Athens would fall 
about this time ; that England, as we desired of 
her minister, would refuse to ratify the conven- 
tion with Russia and us; and that the people 
of Paris would be frantic at the extinction of the 
Greeks, unless there came over some odd beast to 
look at. The cause of kings triumphs : long live 
the pasha and the giraffe ! 

CorbUre, Let us order a thanksgiving in the 
churches, on this signal intervention of divine 
Providence. 

VUlele. Much obVged as we are to the saints of 
hbaven, for such a declaration of their goodwill in 
our behalf, we may abstain at present from pro- 
mulgating a royal ordinance, particularly as the 
archbishop of Paris, though a good Frenchman, 
had a sort of objection to offer up any for all the 
hailstorms and all the inundations wc have been 
favoured with lately to the same cilcct. He was 
of opinion that there arc people wlio would carp 
at it, observing that even the discharge of the 
national guard had made a bustle, in some quar- 
ters of Paris, for almost a week. In vain I pro- 
mised him that I would r wUtre the censorship on 
printing : I did it : he still was timid, and recom- 
mended that the thanksgiving should be private. 
He told me that the utmost he could do, was, on 
his word of honour, as archbishop and peer of 
France, to assure God and his father and mother 
that we are quite sincere, and would thank him 
more openly, more loudly, and more munificently, 
if the king and clergy thought it expedient. 

CorbUre. That affair of the censorship was 
opportune. Every nation is restored to tranquil- 
lity and independence, yet is open-moutliea for 
Lives of Napoleon, 

ViUile, Too true : 1 have seen one, compiled 
from old gazettes, that made the author’s fortune : 
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yet the style Is low sad imgramxnatioal wherever 
it is his own, and the materials %re coarse and 
undigested. You would not trust a valet with an 
odd glove, who possesses so little discernment of 
the truth, or feels so little desire of it. The 
author had the effrontery to ask Madame Hor- 
tense for documents; and, because she refused 
them, he blackens the whole house from top to 
bottom, running first among the gazetteers, and 
boasting publicly that she complied with his 
wishes. 

Corbiere. Cannot we employ him 1 

VilUle. Peace, peace ! He serves us, and is paid 
by others. The best arrangement possible. 

Corbiire, We may indirectly guide him to way- 
lay our enemies. All popular writers must have 
many assistants at the press : without it, who can 
be popular! Let him call out as many as he 
wants of these : let them join him at the first 
whistle, and push down the precipice any one we 
may point out to him, walking alone and uncon- 
cernedly in the narrower paths of literature, where 
few people come, and none help. 

VilUU The thought is a good one : we will 
follow it. 

Unless we had erected the censorship, fifty 
hired writers would not have sufficed. Those who 
hated and detested Kapoleon, while he was living 
and in authority, began to think his death a 
calamity to the world. We were told of his vic- 
tories, of his institutions, of his rewards to valour, 
to agriculture, to manufactures, to letters, to all 
the fine arts, to worth of every kind. We were 
asked what genius languished under him, what 
industry was discouraged, what invention was 
reprimanded, what science was proscribed. We 
were reminded of public festivals to honour the 
obscurer fathers of general oflicers, and of publid 
grief at their funerals. He did great evil : how 
much greater must that be (people cry) which 
covers and conceals it, and which lets our France, 
bending in sadness over the abyss, see now but 
the titles of her triumphs, and one bright name 
below them. 

Corbiere, Galimatias! galimatias! 

Villtle. So it is. There is no danger of his 
rising up from the dead before his time. Only one 
thief ever did that. 

CorbUre. And it was not to filch or fight, but 
to eat a good supper in Paradise. 

VitWe. Which he must have wanted after the 
work of the day, 

Corbiere. He died a catholic ; he confessed in 
crticulo; he prayed. 

VilUle. Well; we may think at some other 
time of the worthy thief. Thank God, we have 
nothing left to apprehend from liberalism or 

• letters. 

OorbUre. I doubt whether the censorship would 
not have saved us, even without the giraffe. 

VUlHe, There never was a question, in ancient 
days or modem, in which every people of Europe 
was perfectly agreed, until the Greek cause was 
agitated. ISfow what every people wishes, every 


ting must forbid ; or where would bellistinetifliit 
where prerdgative l M. Canning by our advice 
has assumed the tone and air of a liberal, ifi order 
to make the liberals of England keep the peace, 
and to torpefy and paralyze the efforts oi thw 
rebels. Two or throe years ago an idle visionary, 
an obscure and ignorant writer, in a work en- 
titled Imaginary Conversations, was hired by some 
low bookseller to vilify all the great men of 
the present age, to magnify all the philosophers 
and republicans of the past, and to propose the 
meaps of erecting Greece into an independent 
state. Unhappily we find ourselves reduced to 
adopt the plan of this contemptible author, who 
writes with as much freedom and as little care 
for consequences as if he could claim the right of 
entering the cabinet, and held a place under 
government of three thousand pounds a-year. 
We have however inserted one paragraph of osir 
own, which totally neutralizes the remainder 

Chrbiere. T am glad to hear it : what is that 1 

Villcle. Turkey shall adm'^u only whom she 
chooses for chief magistrate of Greece. This will 
reduce the nation to the same condition as Wal* 
lachia and Moldavia. 

Corbiere. But will it not render the Greeks as 
ready to admit the Russians ? 1 

Vifiele. Do not look forward. Sufficient for 
the day is the,,evil thereof. Looking forward 
makes philosophers: looking backward makes 
dissidents : the good catholic and^ound royalist 
do neither. 

Corbiere. There never was an;j’thing so wonder- 
ful in policy, as that Russia should have abstained 
so long from hostilities with Turkey, when every 
nation in Europe called on her against the opprea* 
Bor of Greece, the violator of treaties, the persecu- 
tor of that religion of which her emperor is head, 
the murderer of those patriarchs whom she vene- 
rates a.s martyrs ; and when the most ingenious 
of her enemies could not deny the justice of her 
cause. The British miiJater would not have 
dared to ask from Parliament one shilling te 
oppose it : and in France both royalist and repub- 
lican have entered into a conspiracy for Greece. 
The king and his ministers alone are out of it : 
in all other countries of Europe the minority 
consists of the same number and the same persons. 

VilUle. Never wore three millions of francs so 
wisely spent as the last of ours at Petersburg* 
How the chiW^ Nicolas will stamp and stare ? 
Chateaubriand says of n^. in his poetical mood, 
" Children of Charlemagfne and St. Louis, you 
have broken the spear of Pallas, and plucked her 
owlet.” Come along, my dear Corbiere! we shalt 
sleep soundly after dinner on the cushion stufibd 
with her feathers. 

Corbiere, Russia may give ns some trouble yet ; 
not indeed our colleagues his ministers; but 
Nicolas. He must find them out at last. 

VUlUe. Why did the booby wait to play hla 
rubber till the lights were out 1 I suspect he irill 
walM in the morning with a cramp in the calf, for 
having stood so long oross-leggM behind oat 
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chain. M, Panning may ratify now, if he will ; 
mr king will not t^e it amiss in him ; nor Mb 
neither. 

(hrbiire. We will compliment him in the name 
of Our royal master and in our own. We will 
speak magnificently of his firmness, his persever- 
ance, his timing oi’ things well. 

VUlhle. He understands jokes and jeers: he 
himself is a joker and jeerer. • 

Carbide. Is he^ How he will laugh then at the 
dupes he has made ! 

Vitllk. Ah! my dear Corbierel his ^dupes 
never shut their eyes but upon full pockets: 
they are whigs and Scotchmen: cheat them if 
you con : be not cheated by them if you can help 
it. They are lawyers, litcrators, metaphysicians ; 
hut whoso metaphysics have always a nucleus of 
attractive aritlimetic in the centre. Scotland 
js the country where everyone draws advantage 
from every wind that springs up, from every van 
that turns, and patches his grist from under it. 
They are fierce ewith empty stomachs, and con- 
fident with full ones. Their tune is always the 
same ; the \w>rdB alone are diflerent ; and even 
these are thrown backward and forward and shut- 
tleif^tb such dexterity, they would persuade you 
they are the same substance, tendency, and 
import; anR that, if yout cannot perceive it, the 
&ult is entirely in your apprehe^ision. Edinburgh 
is the city where a youth practises best the gym- 
nastic exerefeos of patriotism. Time never fails 
to render hi.s oy e-sight clearer, to knit his joints 
with sounder logic, to force away in duo season 
the shrivelling blossom ^rom the swelling fruit, 
and to substitute the real and weighty for the 
speculative and vain. Somebody of this descrip- 
tion, I know not whether Scotch or English, or 
partaking of both, but whig unequivocally, w^as^ 
called a liar' in the House of Commons by his 
worthy friend M. Canning ; and you would really 
have thought him angry ; so admirably did he 
manage it. Now heewears that M. Canning is 


the most consistent of men, though (between our 
selves) he deserted his party, supplanted hia 
patrons, and abandoned every principle he pro- 
tested he would uphold. 

Cortdhe. Do you call that inconsistency! I 
thought you a better casuist. We have him where 
we wanted him : could not wo make the other his 
successor, if still living! He was merely called in 
the chamber of representatives what we are galled 
every-where else. Such men should divide the 
world. 

VUlUe. Keep the world before the fire awhile 
longer, and its flesh and bones will separate more 
easily. Let it cool a little iik the dish before we 
touch it with our fingers : others have harder 
ones and more enterprising, but will necer lift so 
much to the mouth. I'he pulpit is ours, the pen 
is ours, the bayonet is ours : we have quashed 
everything that was not : we have only to make 
England do the same, now she has a li beral for a 
minister. In that country, if you wrote dwarf on 
the back of a giant he would go for a dwarf. 

Cmbi^re. Then the best tiling you can do, is, to 
let people there write for ever. Hero indeed 
they have lost all decency : persons who do not 
pay fifty francs a-year in taxes, were setting us 
right perpetually. 

FiUele. Always to set one right is very wrong : 
patience wears out under it. The indexes of a 
watch may be turned by key after key, and finger 
after finger, until at last they are so loose that 
everything moves them but the works. 

Corbitre. My dear Y illelc, you grow dull ; you 
reflect ; you reason ; you make observations. In 
fine, the Greeks are past hope ; the good cause is 
safe. 

X^illele. Down •comes the Parthenon : down 
comes the temple of Theseus ; down comes the 
study of J^tJiTiosthencs. 

Corbie re. Away with paganism and republican- 
ism I Viveloroi! 

VUllk. Vivo le roi I 


THE LADY LISLE AND 

• 

Lady Lisle, Madam, I am confident you will 
pardon me ; for afliiction teaches forgiveness. 

Mizabeth Gaunt. From the cell of the con- 
demned we are going, unless my hopes mislead 
me, where alone we can rotY-ive il^ 

Tell me, I beseech you, , iy 1 in what matter or 
manner do you thinly you can have ofleuded a 
poor sinner such as I am. Surely we come into 
this dismal place for our oflencos ; and it is not 
here that any can be given or taken. 

Lady Lisle. Just now, when I entered the ! 
prison, I saw your countenance serene and cheer- 
frd ; you looked upon me for a time with an unal- 
tered eye : you turned away from me, os I fancied, 

# Burnet rolates frum William Penn, who was present, 
that BUXHbetli (iauiit placed the faggots round her body 
with hei* own hands. Lady Lisle was not burnt •live, 
though sentenced to it, but hanged and beheaded. 


ELIZABETH GAUNT.* 

only to utter some expressions of devotion ; and 
again you looked upon me ; and tears rolled down 
, your face. Alas ! that ^ phould, by any circum- 
st-aiice, any action or recollection, make another 
unliappy. Alas ! that I should deepen the gloom 
in the very shadow of death. 

Elizabeth Gaunt. Be comforted : you have not 
done it. Grief softens and melts and flows away 
with tears. 

I wept because another was greatly more 
wretched than I myself. I wept at that black 
attire ; at that attire of modesty and of widow- 
hood. 

Lady Lisle. It covers a wounded, almost a 
I broken heart : an unworthy offering to our blessed 
Eedeemer. 

Elizabeth Gantd. In his name let usnowrqjoicel 
! Let us offer our prayers and our thanks at onoA 
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together I We may yield up our fioule pcrhapR at j 
the same hour. 

Lady Lisle. Tr mine so pure? Have Ihemoaned, 
as T should have done, the faults I have com- 
mitted ? Ha^'o my sighs arisen for the unmerited 
mercies of my God ? and not rather for him, the 
bclorcd of my heart, the adviser and snstainer I 
have lost I 

Open. 0 gates of Death I 

Sini-Ie on me, approve my last aedon in this 
'world, 0 virtuous husband ! O saint and martyr ! 
my brave, compassionate, and loving Lisle 1 

Elizaheth Oautd. And can not you too smile, | 
sweet lady? are uo^you with him oven now) Doth | 
body, doth clay, doth air. separate and estrange ' 
free spirits? Bethinb you of his gladness, of his ' 
glory ; and begin to partake them. 

0 ! how could an Englishman, how eould twelve, 
condemn to death, condemn to so great an evil as 
they thought it and may hnd it, this inrioeent ami 
helpless widow ! 

Lady Lisle. Blame not that jury! blame not 
the jury which brought against mo the verdict of 
guilty. J was so ; I reeciv(‘d in my house, a wan- 
derer who had fought under the rash and giddy 
Monmouth. He was hungry and thirsty, and T 
took him in. My Saviour had commanded, my 
king had forbidden it. 

Yet the twelve would not have delivered me over 
to death, unless the judg(’ had threatened them , 
with an accusation of 1, reason in default of it. ; 
Terror made them unanimous : they redeemed ! 
their properties and lives at the stated price. j 

hJlizaheth Oavnt. J ho})e at least the uuforluiiate 
/nan, whom you received iu 11 ir hour of danger, | 
may avoid his penalty. 

Lady Lisle. Let us hope it ,j 

Elizahrth QaunU I too am imprisoned Tbr the' 
.same otrciice ; and T have little; expectation that 
he who was concealed by me hath any chance of 
happiness, although he hath escaped. Could 
T find the means of conveying to him a small 
pittance, T should leave the world the more com-l 
ibrtably. 

Lady Lisle . Trust in God ; not in one thing or 
another, but in all. Resign the care of this wan- 
derer to his guidance. 

Elizabeth Gaunt. Tie abandoned that guidance. 

Ltnly Lisle. TJnfortunate? how can money then 
avail him ! 

EHiaheth Gaunt. It might save him from di.s- 
tress and from despair, from the taunts of the 
hard lioaried and from tlic ineltMueucy of the godly. 

Lady Lisle. In godliness, O my friend ! there 
can not be inclemency. 

Elizalkth Gaunt. You arc thinking of perfec- 
tion, my dear lady ; and I marv^cl not at it ; for ' 
wT^at else hath ever occupied your thoughts ! But 


godliness, in almost the best of us, often is austere, 
often uncompliant and rigid, proner to reprove 
than to pardon, to drag back or thrust aside than 
to invite and help onw’ard. 

Poor man ! I never knew him before : I can 
not tell how he shall endure hi.s self-reproach, or 
whether it will bring him to calmer thoughts 
hereafter. 

Lad'y Lisle, I am not a busy idler in curiosity; 
nor, if I were, is there time enough left me for 
Indulging in it ; yet gladly would I learn the his- 
tory of events, at the first appearance so resembling 
those in mine. ^ 

Elizabeth Gaunt. The person’s name I never 
may disclose ; which would >)C tlie worst thing T 
could betray of the trust he placed in me. He 
took refuge in my humble dwelling, imploring me 
in the name of Christ to harbour him for a season. 
Food and raiment were afforded him unsparingly^ 
yet his fears made him sliiver through them. 
Whatever I could urge of prayer and exhortation 
was not wanting : still, althoiigli he prayed, he 
was disquieted. Soon came to my ears the de- 
claration of the king, that his majest;,! -would rather 
pardon a rebel than the concealer oif a rebel. The 
hope was a faint one : hut it iras a hope ; and j. 
gave it him. His thanksgivings wdi 3 now^ore 
ardent, his pniyers imyc humble, an'u oftener re- 
peated. They did not strengthen his hefart: it 
was unpurified and unprepared for them. Poor 
ereaf.ure! he consented with it to hoJ^niyme; and 
T am coudemned to he hurut alive. Can we be- 
lieve, can wc encourage the hope, fhat in his weary 
way through life he will find those only who will 
conceal from him the knowledge; of this execution) 
Heavily, too heavily, must if» weigh on so irreso- 
lute and infirm a breast. 

Let it not move you to weeping. 

Lady Lisle. It doe.s no! : oli ! it does not. 

Elizabeth Gaunt. Wliat then ? 

Lady Lish . Your saiiill^' tenderness, your 
heavenly tranquillity. 

I Elizabeth Gaunt. No, no : abstain I abstain! It 
, was I who grieved ; it Mas 1 wlio doubted. T^et 
I us noM' be firmer : m'c h;iv<; both the same rock to 
I rest upon. Sjc ! I shed no t(;;irs. 

I I saved his life, an unprofitable and (I fear) a 
i joyless one : ho, by God's grace, has throuTi open 
I to me, and at an earlier hour f.Uan ever I ventured 
’ to expect it, the avenue to eternal bliss. 

/ ady Lisle, d my gooil angel ! that bestrewest 
with fresh flow^ers a path already smooth and 
pleasant to me, may th6. 3 timorous men who 
, have betrayed, and those misguided ones who 
have prosecuted us, he conscious on their death- 
j beds that we have entered it ! And they too wTl 
at last find rest. 



B87 


ODYSSEUS, TERSITZA, ACRIVE, AND TRELAWNY. 

TmitatJU Brother I what have I done that the Odysmts. No mutiny! Now upon thy honour, 
stranger should liken me to the idols of anti- Trelawny, didst not liou notice how ’she began 
quity? And he looks so earnest and generous all with something of derision; and how blank this 
the while ! Ho mast in his heart be veiy spiteful derision grew at ' hmrtless ;* and how ‘ the wtvds* 
and deceitful. ^ seemed to have puffed it awaj’^ ; and into what 

Odysaeus, Child! strangers do not talk as we do: fragments fell the final verse, and how difficult to 
be not offended or suiprised : he wished to please put together in any good marching time ! 
thee, as young men have desired to please from Again to thyself. Candidly T declare it, Klepts 
time immemorial, by calling thee like a goddess, sometimes are better poets. 

Tersitm. That is the thing so strange and mde ''I'relatmy. And poets usunlly better Klepts, 
in him. Forgive me, 0 Englishman ! these ex- .although I had a thousuiul tTmes more to steal 
pressions : we Greeks begin to talk Greek again, from than ever i^amassus gave beftne. 
and speak our minds. Odysnetis. Trelawny ! if in generous hearts 

How have T offended you ? those sentiments did not excile to higliei* and 

Trelmony, Jn no way, lady ! firmer,! should discountcnaiKHi ami reprove them. 

• Tersitza. 0 yes, T have : and now 1 can tell in Terdtza. Pray, do, brother ! for 1 am sure I 
what. can not. But perhaps it would be better not to 

Odyssms. Spewk it then ; and 1 will obtain my do it, if you think they will make him firmer. As 
friend's pardon ffir it. ' ! for higher : 0 the proud creature ! . . he knows 

Tersitza. He ought to know well enough that : it . . the old men seem to have no oilier son since 
it was not iSy duty to look at him on the road : he lia^ been among us ; and, instead of a jingle 
an4 that it became mo to turn away my face from ! and clatter such as wo used to hear, the earth 
him when hii looked at me. 1 did, and always will, every day shakes under us with the grounding of 
Odysseiis^ Thou art more in the wrong then, ■ arms when he passes. Stop him ! stop him ! I 
my dear Tersitr/i, than he%^as. Girls should ac- wall not hear him. 

custom themselves to be lookeckat, that the faces I must then reply for him, it seems, 

*of men may not terriiy them like ghosts, nor On thy representation of the matter, w hich I 
draw them forward like magicians ; and that by can bring no wdtncss to disprove, a look from him 
degrees they may observe with calmness the . would, with other young persons, be somewhat 
diversity of our natures, and discern at leisure ■ more than pardonable. 

where t<) place their triult. ! Termtza. Perhaps the custom is different in his 

Tereitza, He has nothing at all about him like ! country, 
ii ghost or a magician : though indeed ghosts i Trelawny. Different indeed it is, 0 ingenuous 
whisper and magicians rlijonc. i Tersitza ! and yoif reprove me, it seems, for a fault 

Trelawny. For the love of God I . . . ' T committed, and may happen to commit again ; 

Tcraiiza. Ghosts never say that, nor magicians but never w'ithout checking myself if it displeases 
neither. ' you ; never without romcmbcTing that I am the 

Odysseus. "VV hat was it 1 > guest, and you the sister, of tliebvavest amongmen. 

Tersitza* Ho repeated a E^lcptic song- Odysseus. And dost thou lake me too for a 

TreXawmj. Tell anything rather than that ! ' goddess or a girl ! If there are ’ otmi riPu'^rs as 

Terdtza. Tleit is the very thing my brother j brave, wo are lost, 
asked of me ^ | JVeZamn?/. If there wt've many, no* Greece alone, 

Odyssms. Canst thou remeinber*it ? but the whole world, were safe. 

Terdtza. Every line. What nonsense! what Tersitza. Brother! l<.‘t im.' come up closer to 
childish babble! Half the expressions quite wrong, you . . not on this side . or incorher. 

Odysseus. Ho ! ho ! thou didst then listen to 
them I 

Terdtza. I was obliged > iisiSh, he spoke so 
low . . and . . and . . 

Odysseus. Try to r$eat them. 

Terdtza. Oh, nothing is easier. 

8fty but you do not hate me as you flee ; 

One word bears up the heartless to his lot. 

1 speak hut to the winds ! she answers not . . 

Not to the winds she one word for me ! 

Odysseus. I can not say much for his composi- 
tion, nor for thy recital, my Tersitza ! * 

Tersitza. Are you punished uoav, vain man’? 

Trelavmy, I should be, if T cotdd acknowledge remoter parts as they fled, or in the vi<-inity a?* 
th(? justice of the last remark. '• I they tarried. 


1 could kiss flic i V. c that brave and just 

young '•man. 

Ody.H.wms. Hush! silly girl ! 

Tersdzu. He did not hear me : I never in my 
whole life took such pains to speak low. 

Odyssms. Take some to say nothing. 

I Terdtza. Oh! oh! what is it I I can not think. 
I have only a few words more to say ; but then 
they are so requisite, I could not sleep until they 
passed my lips. 

Odysseus. Has anj^-hing been confided to thee 
by the shepherdesses and wanderers on the road, 
about what they may have noticed or heard in 
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TersUm, Nothing of that : but I am so desir- 
ous not to be thought like an idol. 

Trdavmy, I said ''a go I (has,” foil of life and 
spirit and grace and loveliness. 

T&rdtza. Gods and goddesses, in all times and 
places, have been excessively bad people for the 
most-part, so far as ever I could hear or read of 
them ; and the goddess of beauty, the same you 
mentioned, who ought to he better than the rest, 
was one of the worst, I think ; although I am 
told T have never yet learnt the thousandth part 
of wliat she did. 

Odysi^em, 0 thou little prattler ] the beautiful 
may often Ijg unwise. 

Tfr.siLza. Yes, but not bad. 

Odyfixscu^. Why not that too 1 

Trrftifza. Because they know their beauty. 

Wliite doves arc always very white indeed : and | 
those great water-birds, t(j which the angels by j 
God’s order have given the same pure appearance, : 
loel a pleasure in possc.ssing it, look at it upon j 
them, curve their necks over it, and lay their ; 
heads now along it and now under it, as if it j 
solaced and supported and refreshed them. 

OdymvnH. Hast thou lived fourteen years and 
anowest not yet these birds 1 

Teraitza. I know them very well ; though I 
never saw but two ; and you remember where. | 

Odymuji. Not 1 indeed, child ! j 

Teraitza. Have you, who arc so many years , 
older, so bad a memory 1 It is strange you sbould 
have forgotten tbose tall noble beautiful creatures : 
particularly one of thoin : think agtiin. 

OdyasriL'i. Where was it 1 and when ? 

Teraitza. Oh, that now, dear brother, that is 
quite impossible : all pretence and dissembling I 
You might perhaps not know e^ractly wliere : but 
when . . Indeed, indeed now, that is quite 
impossible. 

OdyaaciLs. llcmind me a little ; give me au idea 
of it ; a circumstance belonging to it. 

Teraitza. It was in the beginning of spring, 
only fn^e months ago, while we were sitting, seve- 
ral of us together, on a stone engraven round with 
goats’- heails, in the ruins of Cheronea. 

Is' ow can not you recollect. 

Odym ua. Not perfectly. 

Tf raitza. You must be very tired with the ride, 
or heavy with the sunshine, or thinking of other 
things, or uncommonly dull and fit to thjnk of 
nothing. Why ! it was only four days before our 
guest joined us. Ho I now you begin to como to 
yourself again. Well may you smile at having so 
short a memory. I recollect it the better, because 
you were angrj' with me for being sorry I could 
not go to church, there being none to go to ; and 
for saying it was a pity to waste so sweet a morn- 
ing in the open air, iustead of thanking God for 
it, and ^ging to him, and adoring him. 

, Odyaaem. I ne^'er am angry with thee, my sweet 
little sister, and I am sure I could not be for that 
^pression. 

Teraitza, No, you never are angry with me ; hut 
^hen 1 am sorry, you sometimes say you shall be. 


Well ; did not the stranger go to churcJli mlu 
us the next Sunday, at Athens 'I And did not I tell 
you I was quite as happy as if I had been there 
the Sunday before 1 

Odysseus. Nonsense nonsense ! what has that 
to do with two swans ! 

Terdtza. Now then you can think allout them, 
can you ! I knew it was only deceit in you ; I 
have fo» nd you out. 

Odysseus. The swans appear to have made a 
deep impression on your imagination. 

Teraitza. The nobler one came sailing up firom 
the hiKc as swiftly and steadily as if some wind 
had blown him, though there was not a breath 
upon the water, and looked as if the place were 
his own far and wide, and we were there by his 
gracious permission. It was only when he rowed 
among the grass and flowers, covered with cups 
white and yellow, as though a feast had been pre*, 
pared for his reception, that I perceived he had 
anything underneath to move ^ with. We then 
heard some low and hoarse voica^ ; and presently 
came out his mate, slenderer and less beautifol, 
arranged her plumage, went down ks little way, 
returned again, sate motionless opposite us, ^d 
seemed courting us not to hurt or disturNjhm. 
Agatha said they had their nest therc^^ under the 
bank : that their voices are not alwiy® low and 
hoarse : that wdien they are about to die they sing 
deliglitfully. I was glad the pOor creatures had^ 
many years to live, for they certainly 4iad made no 
progre.ss in their singing. But there are birds 
j perhaps as bad as we are ; birds that will learn 
nothing from those they«do not like. 

Odysseus. Come on, come on, my beloved little 
Tersitza ! tbou too hast some things to learn ; 
haply some painful ones ; and we are near the 
Vjhool-room. 

Teraitza. The cavern '1 

Odysseus. Ay, there are caverns whore the water 
itself ceases to drop, and is liquid no longer. Thou 
also must grow somewhat harder in this solitary 
and inaccessible one of ours, my sister ! 

'J'er.siiza. I am sure I can not ; everything is so 
beautiful about it ; and luy dear brother too will 
be always nigh^mo. The waters that petrify must 
meet (iis old men toll us; with something hard in 
their way ; 1 find nothing but pleasure. 

OdyK.^ea.s. Pleasure itself hanlcns some hearts. 

Tt.raUza. How is that 1 I think I can guess : 

I think I have^-alscovered it. Greyhounds are 
very good, and look gentler than lambs; no 
animal upon earth is moA, beautiful; yet they 
alway.s grow obdurate by the pleasure they take 
in coursing the hare and antelope. If they would 
run after nothing, and be contented to stand quiet 
and be caressed, they would be much bettor. 1 
am certain they must be happier when they have 
no other creatures to pursue ; and I wish it 
pleased God to give them sense enough to know 
it. Have you never seen how they pantl how 
^ their hearts beat in their deep breasts 1 how iu- 
I difteient and insensible they appear to their best 
friends, who love them most and who would cal/ 
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thefin away They forget their own nature, and 
eren their own names, their cruelty so deafens 
them. 

Odyssem, Now, Tersitza, stop ! Now, Trelawny, 
look before thee ! Dost thou discern the cleft 
there I 

Tral^wny. Distinctly. 

Odymwf. There is the mansion of thy entertain- 

ment } « 

Trelawny. There is no path to it. 

Odymus. For enemies none; for friends one 
. ':>ugh and dangerous. 

Tergitza, How shall I ever reach it ? * 

Odysmif. Dismount. 

T mitza, Alas ! would you leave me behind ? 
would you send me back? The road grows 
evener just now : we have passed the worst of it. 

Trelawfiy. Sir 1 although I discover not yet by 
what way above ground or below to enter the 
*cavern, still, if you will pardon the request of so 
high and unearned a favour, may my first service 
be, under your direction, to conduct your sister 
Into it ? 

Odysseus. 4}nc alone can pass ai a time. 
Trelawny. Point out to me but the path : let 
(S»explorc and clear it. 

I follow ? • 

Odysseus.^1 must go firsi. 

Tersitza. Are there no murderers 1 Do not go 
♦ rst, my brother ! you have mifny enemies. They 
W'ould not l^urt mo, nor a stranger so youtliful 
and so . . so disposed to say something kind and 
obliging to them. 

0 Heaven ! who are ajl those other people that 
ugbed when you did ? 

Odysseus. To those who laugh heartily the echo 
lone returns a laugh as hearty. 

Now, silence ! bo grave, be steady : follow me,* 
ut mind yourselves. 

, Do not trust the bark upon the two larches : 
for, though sufficiently rough in appearance to 
secure the footing, t^ie rain and sun and wind 
may have loosened it. Step rather on the bars 
and hurdles nailed across. Well done ! bravely 
one ! 

Tersitza. I can go now by mysell. 

Odymus. Better hold the sash yet. Is it quite 
;jht around thee, Trelawny ? 

Trehtwny. It should be ; for it holds two Ihes. 
Odysseus. Trelawny ! do not glance back ! She 
inarches firmly : she look? -‘por* the trees, and 
chooses her steps. Gently . gently ! gently ! 

Como to me I com#to me ! let me clasp thee ! 
let mo hug thee, and lift thee up, and nestle thee 
in my beard and on my head, my young daring 

These few paces have given thee more colour 
than all the ride. 

Tersitza. I was not frightened in the least. I 
will directly walk back, just in the same ma-nner 
I came, and then retum hither, if you think I was. 
Odysseus. T did not say it. 

Tersitza. You seem to think it though : tyou 
looked doubtingly. ! 


Odysseus. Welcome and thanks, Trelawny ! 

Tersitza. I said thanks too : but he did not hear 
me. How could he, when you caught me and 
threw me up into the air ? 

Trelawny. Thanks to the generous Odysseus, 
to the gracious Tersitza ! Health and respect, 
joy and long life, to both ! 

(kiysseus. Ho! Leonidas! what art thou about 1 
WJiy didst not thou wait on the oth^ side until 
thy sister had passed, and until some one could 
have led thee ? 

LfAmidas. For fear some one should liave led 
me, or what is worse, and what they wanted to 
do> should have carried me ip their arms.* 

Odysseus. And at last thou raindest thy antelope 
more than these dangerous rocks and precipices. 

Leonidas. I love my antelope : I do not care 
about rocks and precipices. Look, brother 
Odysseus! how she twinkles her large beautiful 
eyes at the brightness of the snow, catching it 
through the tops of the trees, and knowing it is 
not the sky as well as we do. She was never so 
near it before : she can never have seen any till 
now. 

I wish I might pick for her a few berries of 
I that mountain-ash : it is only a little way from 
j the larches we crossed, the two over the chasm : 
would it bear me ? I should stop its waving if I 
leaped on it. 

Odysseus. Leonidas ! thou art so brave a boy, 
from this hour forwnrd thou art a soldier. And 
now, being a soldier, thou canst do nothing with- 
out orders or leave. 

Leonidas. Not gather berries 1 

Odysseus. No, not even that. 

Leonidas. But am T really a soldier? 

Odysseus. Really" and truly. 

Leonidas. Ah ! this is worth an antelope. 1 
could let her he hungry an hour together and 
hardly mind it. 

Tersitza. For shamD, Leonidas ! 

Leonidas. That is, if she did not cry after me^ 
letting me know she expected something at my 
hands. 

Odysseus. Give her to me, and I will hold her 
up while she browzes a little on the bircb 

Leonidas. Where is there one i 

Odysseus. There ; that old st’ mp, from which so 
many slender boughs, ck' Aaving over the cavern. 

LeonUias. 1 had tunied my back upon it. At 
first sight it seems a part of the rock, it has such 
deep crevices and chinks in it, and so much gray 
moss, hard as itself, about it. With all its twist- 
ings and writhings it can not keep its ragged 
coat right around it ; but one patch gapes here, 
another there, and much has fallen in tatters at 
its feet. Wonderful then it should have the 
prettiest leaves and branches in the world, with a 
motion as graceful as a peacock’s. 

Odysseus. Wc must never judge of powers and 

* LconidAB was Horne yearH younRor than Tersitaa. He 
lost his life a short tfine after ward, by pursuing an ante- 
lope in conrpruiy with his lister : he fell overa preciploa 
i*iirnas8us< 
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Opacities from appeanmoes and situations. There 
are men who would make thee wonder more, if 
thou oonidst ever see and know them. There are 
those who are not worth a twentieth part of that 
old stump, those whose brains and whose hearts 
are dryer than the bark of it, and yet on whose 
breath there may be healing or there may be pes- 
tilence for Greece. 

Jorke. Where is Argyropylos 1 where may the 
man be sought 1 Can he have run away 1 It was 
hardly worth his while.* 

(){fi/sseus. Whither should he run, and howl 
He wiiR lamed for life by the last shot he received. 
Wouldst thou anything with him, my dear grand- 
mother ? 

Acrke. I gave into his keeping the two dogs 
for our best fire. A cruel keen winter it will be, 
ehild Odysseus ! What a .sight of berries, high 
and low, all the way up, red, yellow, green, orange, 
black, purple, every sort and size. 

Tereitski. Grandmama, shall I run and look for 
Argyropylo.s '! 

Active. Good girl ! let me kiss thee first. 
Prythee of what use are these frightful pines and 
beeches, and the elders and hollies we left below, 
without the two dogs ! The larches indeed, when 
their long sprays are dry and yellow, will look 
like matting upon the floor, and keep the feci 
warm. 

What art waiting for, wench ! why art loiter- 
ing 1 what art looking for 

Tenitza. A kiss, grandmama. 

Acrive. Life of me ! I had clean forgotten it. 
Cbuldst not thou have had that another time, 
when the dogs are found % Such trifling ! These 
we no times for idleness . . well ! there then . . 
and with it my best blessing ; Ihy morning bless- < 
ing. And fasting, God knows I Now, speed 
thee, sweet soul ! 

Hark-ye ! See thou dost not come back to me 
without the dogs and Argyropylos, or some 
tidings of the same, or T may be fain to whip 
thee till the blood comes. 

{TersUza goes out.) 

I would not hurt her, Christ love her! but 
things must be in their places, and girls must 
learn to put ’em there. Son guest 1 they have no 
heads now-a-days : we must set ours upon ’em to 
make ’em worth anything. Alas ! she is one of 
the best, I do believe. 

Trelmvny. To me, the lady Tersitza, child as 
she is, or nearly so, appears tho most amiable and 
the most prudent of her sex. 

Acrire. Yea, yea, son guest! I will make her 
prudent and aruiablo : leave her to me. I must 
say it, I have never seen any young thing like 
her. But prythee forbear to tell her such a tale : 
she might believe thee, and all would go wrong 
again. One breath of a stranger makes a dimple, 
where a whole day’s breeze of a fiimiliar makes 
none. Even grandmothers erp now have been 
nnminded by their own grandchildren, or post- 
poned to another. 

I'rtlatDHy. Prodigious! 


Active. True, as T live I 

Trelawny. Then the world must have grown 
very bad. 

Aerive, In these parts, and God knows how 
much fiirther, it has not been as it should be for 
a number of seasons. 

Trdaumy. Too surely! everyone complai 
of it. 

AoriVe. Ay, son guest I thou art wise I see 
beyond thy few years, and hast listened all thy 
lifetime (no doubt) to those who could look back 
on m^ny. 

A Elept sang to me one day what I would sifi 
again to thee . . . 

Trelawny. How delightflil it will be to hear 
in the long winter nights ' ^ 

Active. Just now . . . 

Trelawny. The lady Tersitza would run back 
immediately on hearing it, and would forget heij 
dogs aud Argyropylos. 

Acrivc. Just now indeed I cordd not sing it in 
perfection ; for, although my Vbice is as good m 
ever, my teeth do not second it, being that some 
twenty of the principal ones havd^failed me, a» 
the lime I want ’em most. But the snbstanpe Oi 
the song is : that the Seasons used, formarly U 
follow one another in right order ; /[hat •one da 
they took it into thei# heads to dance togethei 
that Jupiter and* Juno (thou hast heard of theie 
probably) were angry at their doing it without 
their permission, and forced them* to dance to 
gather ever since, wliether they will or no. This 
has a meaning in it which my child Odysseus eai' 
explain to thee. The cliief signification is, that 
we are colder now than formerly. What a powm 
of snow hath, been lying these seventy last sum* 
ij mers, or more may-hap, on the top of oui* Pamae- 
BUS ! We have songs written by old Klepts in my 
youth, or rather before, aboui, men and women b^v 
the dozen, that dwelt upon the highest parts of it, 
singing and harping day and night, mthout t. 
faggot of furze here or there, or brazier or earth 
pot between the legs of the daintiest. 

Trelawny. How could they stand it 1 

Acrire. Tln^^y did however. 

Trelawny. Is the fact quite certain 1 

Acrive. Sure as gospel. All poets and song 
sters agree upon it, even the young ones. Now 
if anyone of this gentry could pick a hole in the 
coat of another, li3 would make it large eimugh 
to put his heacf and grin through. 

Trdmxmy. But what hai^ become of the singers 
and harpers'! 

Acrive. Our people call them Muses, These 
harpers and singers, pipers and trumpeters, have 
been called upon byname, and have never answered. 
I believe the hard seasons have carried thenx all 
off; and there was nobody who cared to tend 
them» while any good could be done. 

Trelawny. I am of th6.Bame opinion. 

Acrive. Let us hope to fare better fti the <i||tvem. 

^Ppelawny. Our enemies can not so easily assidl us. 

Aorhe. Grandson Odysseus then hath chosen 
prudently. 
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Trelavmy, No man over excelled him in pru- 
dence or in courage. 

Acrive. Ah son guest 1 hadst thou seen my hus- 
band, the father of Andritzo, but for the twinkling 
of an eye, thou wouldst never have said this. 
Odysseus is a dutiM child, and hath slam many 
circumcised dogs, and thrown many more off their 
B(;ent when they thirsted for our blood and trea- 
sure : he doth not want valour nor cireumspec- 
tion ; few have more : none in Greece, I uphold 

it : none upon earth, 1 will be sworn for it 

Here he comes. Tush ! These are th'^ very things 
he can not bear to hear ; the only ones that anger 
or offend him. 

Odysseus. Well, Trelawiiy ! whenever my fair 
grandmother shall have ceased to whisper soft 
sayings in thy ear, and the conversation shall have 
begun to grow a little less interesting, look above 
^nd athwart and along ! This spacious and airy 
cavern, diy in all seasons, warm in winter, cool in 
summer, well sgpplied with water, well stored 
with provisions mnd munition, free from insects 
and reptiles, inaccessible to traitors, and easily 
and by fewM,o be defended against aggressors, 
hath been heretofore the refuge of half-extin- 
giifiljjed nations. Here art thou my guest and 
comrade, IJpre art thou my ouly confidant and 
friend. I will treat thooixow and evermore with 
the confidence a brave man Reserves. Be not 
offended ! The gold of England hath corrupted 
no few among the most courageous of my country- 
men : the gold of England enchases the dagger- 
hilt that aims at my life. 

'/rdmmy. Incredible! Certainly this, however, 
is not among the crimes of our late minister. The 
only life he ever personally aimed at, was the 
vilest in existence, and none (;oTn plains that hc^| 
succeeded in his al.teiupt. I forgot : he aimed 
at another so like it, that it is a pity it did not 
form a p&rt of it. 

Odysseus. The present time is the first thou hast 
ever heard me com^ain ot thy country : if this 
be complaint. I meant it only as a reason for 
my sojourn here, and for conducting thee so far 
away from amusements and from action. Those 
who direct your councils arc theuiseivcs no longer 
free. I will not say they arc slaves ; but they are 
bound to such, and must follow them, straight or 
crookedly. On this condition they are allowed 
what diey call freedom and what they call power j 
the liberty of seizing fron, .)theri? whatever suits 
their purposes, and t|j|B power of stopping inquiry 
and of punishi^ complaint. 

TersUza. 0 stranger! is there no prince in' 
Europe who bolds it glorious to stand by the cross 
of his Bedeemer 1 

Trdavmy, In the darkest of former days never 
was there one such wanting. Nobody now, in the 
whole confederacy of despots, will trust his neigh- 
bour. They act toward one another as if they 
were^utually known to be the most dishonest 
meiim the world. All of them have seized what is 
not theirs, and are resolved that none shall re- 
cover or retain what is. Liberality is a scoff, a 


byeword : utility is the phrase in vogue ; a 
Unsey-woolsy phrase, picked out from the pack of 
some Scotchman : some adept in that science 
which among them is called economy, among us 
starvation. 

Odyssem. Glory is utility to kings ; it adorns 
the throne and establishes it. But in the sight 
of politicians, reference to the virtuous and valiaut 
of ancient days is pedantic, admiratiop of heroism 
is puerile, an enthusiastic expression is an insur- 
mountable hindrance to preferment. 

Trelawny. Nevertheless I walk straight across 
the stubble-field, whatever may stick to me, burr 
or •brier, keeping in view the distant scenery that 
always has captivated and delighted me. 

Odysseus. Well sayest thou, never was there 
wanting, in the worst and most barbarous ages, 
some generous warlike enthusiastic prince, to be 
excited by a love of fame and a spirit of enterprise : 
now for the first time on record such a character 
is nowhere in Europe. 

'Trelau'ny, One well-sustained note of a public 
singer is able to stir and scatter those accumula- 
tions of exaction, which would lie motionless and 
inert as in the mine, at the cries of all Greece, all 
Christendom, all Nature. The taskmasters for 
whom wo labor, press forward and combine 
together for no other object than the support of 
lawless authority. 

Odysseus. All perhaps may not anathematize 
and persecute us alike : but all alike would crush 
us. Nations of free men and nations of slaves are 
equally friendly to us : the rulers of slaves and 
the rulers of free men are ecpially our adversaries. 

TersUzii. Then which are the free 'I which the 
slaves ^ 

Odyssem. Ask ihose who see better : my vision 
blends them. 

Trelawny. Wo can hope nothing from the desire 
of reputation in our princes, which they eared 
little for keeping while they had it : any specula- 
tion to recover it, is the last idleness and folly 
they arc likely to fall into. 

Odysseus. Alas ! too true is it, my friend ! and 
not only in princes, though in thr.-n chiefly, the 
desire of reputation, which ought to be the st^eadiost 
of desires, is the most erring. Beneficence is no- 
where, as she should be would be, the guide 
of Glory. In every part of Europe, the name 
slave bath ceased to be associated with pity or 
with ignominy ; and yet the condition of one class 
of slaves is more pitiable than it ever was, and of 
the other more ignominious. The appellation is 
however too honorable for us : ire are rebels ! And 
England is as much our enemy as if we were rebels 
to her. First she brought about a peace between 
our murderers and Persia, that they might come 
against us undivided and unimpeded. She now is 
desirous of continuing one between them and the 
Emperor of Bussia, bound by duties and treaties 
to protect the ministers of our religion. He hath 
suffered the ignominy of seeing the most existed 
of them, of seeing a patriarch who approached his 
hundredth year, slaughtered on the most solemn 
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of our festivaU, doBcending from the altar> attired ^ Believe me, that country will become the moil 
in the vestments of the church. Eternal shame 1 powerful which does the most exteneive 
inexpiable treason to the cause of holinees and of Kations live and remember, when piinceB lutyo 
humanity ! Men asleep by the side of their fhthers, and 

Are we rebels? no. The conditions, hard as dynasties have past away. No princely houio 
they were, tliat held us to the Ottoman, were was ever grateful long together: a people haa 
violated^ cast asunder, trampled on, by himself, [ a capacious heart, a full one, a sound one, and 
for centuries. There is no rebellion against lust ' one that may beat for ages. 0 ! who would 
and rapine : it is our duty, the first of duties, the empoisok and paralyze, who would contract and 
most sacred. After this great truth, need I re- harden, who would estrange and alienate itl 
nxark that many districts never owned the legiti- Tersitm, Sad perverseness 1 Why are not other 
macy, or the existence, of Turkish authority ; men l^e you, my dear brother ? 
made no alliance or compact with the invader; ! Trelawny. We see nothing, 0 fair Tersitaa! 
nor did any such liv^ within them ! Need I ve - 1 but traces of evil in the world. The sunshine 
mark that not only was the despot unable to pro- 1 leaves no mark, the lightning leaves it. 
tect us from an enemy, without which ability there ! Yet, even the devastators of nations, not only 
neither is allegiance nor subjection, but that he * among the ancients, but in all modem times uniU 
was unable to defend us from his own people, the I ours, have felt something of anxiety for fame and 
Albanians ! The bond was cancelled before ; and j reputation. 
ow his slave tore it and burned it. | Catharine and Frederic sought the fricndsliip 

A certain force by sea is requisite to constitute j and correspondence of every mftu in Europe who 
the blockade of a single port : and surely a certain . stood eminent in merit and remarkable for genius 
force, moral or physical, is requisite to constitute and attainments. They established societies 
the possession of a whole country. If any nation | for the encouragement and furthcKmoe of arts, 
claim an island in the South Sea, and never colo- ! sciences, and literature in general ; arid if they 
nised it for many centuries, but only plundered made any distinction between the abettqrs of 
it at longer or shorter intervals, would such an despotism and the opponents, the disjfmction was 
exercise of power be considered by jurists as a in favour of the latter. * For what and to whom 
right over it ? are the acknowledgments and rewards of England! 

Trelawny. Probably: by those jurists who She sends the Order of the (barter to the king of 
pointed cannon against you for defending your Portugal, on the subversion of the Ccttistitution he 
families from apostacy and violation : by those ; had sworn to establish and defend : Bussia, the 
jurists who sold as slaves the first of you that Ortfer q/'/S'aint A to the king of France, on 
resisted : by tliose jurists who carried in their the violation of the Charter he had bestowed upon 
transports barbarians from the deserts of Arabia, ' his people. Knighthood is now conferred for that 
6f Libya, of Nubia, to exterminate the rest, to j very action (I am loth to name it) for which an- 
inhabit your country, to render 4t as happy, free, j^ciently it was taken away with every demonstror 
and fertile, as their own : by those jurists who : tion of ignominy and disgrace. I know not what 
intimidated a weak wavering autocrat from aiding term designates it among kings, who undoubi* 
you, from driving oft' the vultures that devoured edly, like the Gods of Homer, have a language of 
you : by those jurists who pretended to the right their own ; but, among us private men in Eng- 
)f interference when your oppressor w^ould have ! land, a very coarse monosyhable serves the pur- 
lost the means of oijpression, and who disclaimed ! pose. Beading such incredible stories, posterity 
the right when you appealed to tliem to exercise j will surely place our age in a second series of the 
it, in the cause of religion, of justice, of mercy, • fabulous : but neither sage nor schoolman will 
and when you would have rested from war under I ever confound it with the heroic, 
their flag. Odyaseua. Let m look to that. The only coim- 

Groat God! by what calamity, by what crimes, try in which anything is reported of the hmic 
have we, who gained so much gloiy in war, lost ages, is ours. There may be heroes out of bulL 
so much more in peace 1 Why are we, who could hides and brazen chariots : and there may also be 
render all Europe free and prosperous, at no ex- heroes crushed fiy the inert, 
penso, by no exertion, without lifting the arm, Trelawny. It was easy foresee that, when 
without raising the voice, why are we hated, republics were subverted, constitutions and the 
scorned, insulted, universally? It is because we defenders of constitutions would be insulted and 
ought to do it, can do it, and will not. assailed : but who could ever have imagined that 

Odysmis. No, Trelawny! It is because you the body of Christian* princes should conspire 
neither will remove the grievances you promised agaiuat Christianity I That England should 
to remove, and openly and repeatedly, as Sicily diate for Bns^ia, and take on herself the whole 
and Italy bear witness, nor will permit others to negotiation, only that Turkey might have both 
abolish or diminish them, or even to provide haads^'at liberty, to rivet her chains on Greece ! 
against their fhture accumulation. We required Every indignity that could be ofifered the pairiotii, 
only your neutrality : your national honour ha<l has been wantonly and prodigally cast 
other wants. Be comforted ; be calm ! The them : even commercial relations have be«i fo«k 
English by degrees are growing insensible to them, gone and interdicted, even the course of moneiy 
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«li6ok^ luid interrap^ied. When the cmpplies 
whieh yon obtained by a loan in Bngland h%d 
reached Oorfh, it was diaeorered that to deposit 
them there was a violation of neutrality : a law 
never promulgated in Europe, oerer in Asia, and 
now enforced by a grave sagacious governor, 
aspiring (no doubt) to display in his diplomatic 
life the energy and lustre of Ms military. 

Odpseeus, I^et such men flourish ; it is their 
season. Bad weather does not shake down the hip 
and haw, when every better fruit, and every le^ 
that protected it, has fldlen. 

Trelavmy, What those among us wh(f are 
aflected by a sense of national honour, most 
lament, is, that England, whose generosity would 
cost her nothing, and whose courage would be 
unexposed to fatality, stands aloof. What could 
the united power (suppose it can ever be united) of 
Austria, Turkey, Bussia, do against England ] 
What would they attempt ] Have they not already 
imposed as many ^nd as great restrictions on our 
trade as their own can sufler ? and would not a 
war with us dethrone whichever of their emperors 
should proclaim it ] The popular powder is dis- 
played tbfe most vigorously where only one blow 
is requisite ; and the guards of despots are often- 
times the twtelaries of justice. As the generous 
and domestic of the beasts avoid and fly from the 
anger of their master, while the ferocious are im- 
pelled to violence by the activity of fear, so the 
civilised and^liberal of men elude the shock of 
royal discontent, while the barbarous rusli against 
it, and strangle i(. at a grasp. 

An alliance, offensive and dofensive, with 
Greece, would render us invulnerable in the only 
part of the world where we have lat ely shown our 
feebleness. We should unite to us a maritime 
power, which within half a century would of itself 
be equipollent on the sea with France ; and we 
should attract to our merchants those advantages 
of commerce in the Levant which at present lean 
toward her. Chatham, if he had lived in our 
days, would have cast on every side around him 
the seeds of maritime and constituiiotuil states. 
We may extend our dominions in many ways ; we 
can extend our power in this only. • None of our 
late ministers have had clear views or steady aims. 
We have been hovering on the shores of Greece 
until the season is going by for. aiding her; and 
another power will soon have acquired the glory 
and the benefit of becomim'^ icr fi^jt protectress. 

Odyaama, If a new worla were to burst forth 
suddenly in the midst M the heavens, and we were 
instructed by angelic voices, or wliatever kind of 
revelation the Creator might appoint, that its in- 
habitants were brave, generous, happy, and warm 
with all our' sympathies, would not pious men 
fiJl prostrate before him, for such a manifestation 
of his power and goodness] What then ! shall 
these very people, these religious, ‘ be the fimt to 
sUfle the expression of our praise and wonder, at a 
n^rvfi) ihr more astonishing, at a manifestation of 
powei^ and goodness far more glorious and riag- 
nifloent] The weak vanquish the strong; the 


oppressed stand over the oppressor ; we see happy 
not them who never were otherwise, not them who 
have made no* effort, no movement of their own 
to earn their happiness, like the creatures of oup 
imaginary new world, but those who were the most 
wretched, and the most undeservedly, and who 
now, arising as from the tomb, move the incum- 
brances of ages and of nations from before them, 
and, although at present but half erect, lower 
the stature of the greatest heroes. 

Trdawny. Two islets, neither of them greater 
than a gentleman’s estate in England, defied the 
vengeance of the Turkish government and the 
malignity of the English, demoting the fortunes 
and lives of the inhabitant, raising troops, fitting 
out armaments, erecting fortresses, filling them 
with munition, fighting under and upon them, 
setting fire to them, and expiring with their 
enemy amid the ruins. 

Odysaeua. In more than one place was this 
done. Bo you carry provisions of patience enough 
for a long story ] 

TVelav'ny. 1 am ready to start with you. 

Odyaaeua. Santa Vencranda is a fortified monas- 
tery, to which Ali Pasha, some years before, had 
penetrated with an army of fifteen thousand men, 
driving back the Suliots, in number one thousand 
three hundred. At the sight of their women, led 
thither by Mosko and Kaido, they again gave the 
shout of battle, and became in turn the assailants. 
Many of the females fought by their sides : who- 
ever saw a sabre drop, or a musket, seized it. 
Others stayed upon the rocks, rolling down stones 
on the young ardent Mussulmans, w^ho had fancied 
them an easier prey, and better w^orth eonque r- 
ing than their husbands and their brothers. 
Seven hundred ajid forty beads were piled up 
•into a trophy by the Suliots; and Ali Pasha fied 
away in disguise . . and halted at Yaimina. This 
battle w^as fought on the 20th of July, in the 
year 1791. 

Piioto Zavellas and his sister Kaido, in the year 
1802, were received into Santa Vencranda, when 
he had set fire to his house that no 'i’urk should 
ever profane it, and when he had Jisked as the 
only reward of his obedience that the archons 
would w atch over their eountiy, and never let the 
name of their ancestors be dish*’ 'ioured. 

Samuel, who from th^ austerity of his life, from 
the confidence and awe he had inspired by an- 
nouncing the prodigies he would undertake, and 
by performing them to the hour, had obtained the 
appellation of the Laat Judgment^ defended Santa 
Veneranda with three hundred Suliots, rejecting 
the offers and retorting the threats of the Mahome- 
tans. He gave that reception to Photo and Kaido 
which their courage, their perseverance, and their 
virtue merited. Few covet the glory, eminent as 
it is, of being the first to acknowledge in anyone 
true greatness. He added this large sum of it to 
what he had acquired by his prudence, his forti- 
tude, his devotion, and his integrity. 

The Suliots now began to value him whom 
Samuel loved and cherished, expressed thefar 
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repentance at eatacting the sacrifice he had made, 
a Bacrifice to him so costly and to them profit- 
less, implored him to return among them, and 
‘offered to rebuild his house, and to place in his 
hands the supreme authority. 

“ If you hope,” replied he, that the enmity of 
Ali can be turned aside from you by negotiation, 
3 will undertake it : if on the contniry you be- 
lieve, as I do, that open war is better, let me bear 
that part in it, whateyer it may be, of wiiich you 
may deem me capable. I^eave not, however, to 
me the invidious duty of punishing those who 
were my friends and fellow-soldiers, and now are 
traitors.” • ' 

The adherents of the men he thus designated 
and denounced, at last prevailed in the council ; 
and it was resolved that he should go embassador 
to the court of Yannina. Pie soon discovered, 
what ho never had doubted, the perfidy of Ali, 
no less evident on this occasion than on former 
ones, and was not sorry to carry back the con- 
ditions of peace proposed by him to the Suliots. 
Having llieii returned home, and having given 
his advice both to reject them and to resist the 
tyrant that would impose them, in vain did his 
friends and followers adjure him to remain in the 
city. 

“ Formerly ” said he when our archous com- 
manded me to assist him with seventy men 
against his enemies in Argyro-Caslro, and he fell 
upon and disarmed us and led us oil’ captives, J 
watched my opportunity of escaping, that Suli 
might not be taken by surprise, although my sou 
was yet left w'ith him, and grievous (I confess it) 
were my fears for a life so dear to me ; I have 
now given my promise to return.” 

There was silence ; but, annWig those who knev^ 
Zavellas, there could no longer be suspense or 
expectation. He had spoken ; and was soon in a 
dungeon of the fortress on the lake. 

Samuel was not inactive : he and Photo had 
watched with no less curiosity than inquietude the 
construction of a redoubt at Villa. It was flanked 
by four tow’^ers, mounted with twelve brass cannon, 
and maimed with a hundred and eighteen chosen 
Arnauts. Against this post Samuel demanded 
two hundred men and a barrel of powder. A 
workman had brought him information of its 
weaker parts ; and leading fortli in the silence of 
night the troop entrusted to him, followed by 
several of the women and many of the stouter 
boys, he gave them his benediction, took up a 
pickaxe, ordered a few to follow and work beside 
him, fixed the barrel of powder in the cavity they 
had oi»ened, laid the train, descended, and raised 
a loud shout, which his followers filled up cou- 
rageously. Tlie Turks rushed forward to the 
tower, and (.iisappearc<l with it. Ali, more indig- 
nant at a loss than a disgrace, vowed vengeance; 
marched through the plain of Yannina with four- 
teen thousand men, and nothing lived behind him. 
The Suliots, emboldened by success, and remem- 
bering that for ten whole years they hiid resisted 
the best soldiers of the Ottoman empire, and 


armies equally numerous, took the field Agfdnst 
the invader. While they encountered death for 
their country, Pilio Gusi, a Suliot, introduced the 
enemy into Suli. Photo Zavellas escaped. He 
and Kaido and Samuel were blockaded in Santa 
Veneranda by nine thousand Turks, of whom they 
slew seven hundred. Means of defence and of 
sustenance were failing: a favourable capitula- 
tion, %ith the honours of war, was proposed to 
them : none ventured to express the wish or the 
necessity of accepting it. Samuel now spoke. 

My children ” said he ^'^he terms offered to us 
include the unfortunate of Suli, who wander on 
the mountains or hold out from insulated towers : 
wc have no time to hesitate, no choice to make : 
accept them.” This voice had always been heard 
as a father’s, as a prophet’s : the terms were rati- 
fied. And now ” cried he aloud and solemnly 
let us for the last time in this holy place rendar 
thanks to God for our preservation and deliver- 
ance.” The service was performed : the soldiers 
went fortli afnicd : the wounded were supported 
by ibe women. Samuel, who told them he should 
give up possession of the fortresT wljpn he saw 
them safe on the road, waited until six hundred 
Turks had entered. They rushed injo the<shureh, 
partly through fknaticisin to pollut(^t, and partly 
through avarice to i?i under it. He stood in tha 
vault below : his hour was come : He threw a 
lighted torch on the powder, and 'left but his 
ntinie on earth. Oetacliments hadtllready set out 
to dc.'^poil and exterminate the last Suliots. It 
was impossible to protect the women in any other 
way than by defeiiding^hoir own lives against the 
multitudes that encompassed them. Sixty mo- 
ther.s, those who had become so the latest, too 
feeble to contend or to fly, and unable to join 
their husbands, or even to find thorn in the con- 
flict, far iis they luul penetrated into the main 
body of the enemy, iiurlcd their infants in de- 
speration against their merciless pursuers, seized 
one another’s hands and necks, raised the hymn 
of death, and rushed down a precipice together. 
Unfortunate! (for humanity must call them so 
even in their, eternal glory) not to hftve lived to 
see how their elder sons now avenge their younger 
and them. Despo, widow of Bozzi, yet possessed 
a tower in the territory of Suli, into which she had 
carried her daughters, her little grandaughters, 
and their nearer relatives. Defence and escape 
with honour ^erc alike impossible ; surrender 
was unthoiight of. Sheg-oxhorted them to die 
with her : they were passive and silent, placed 
themselves on some chests of cartouches at her 
side, and shared with her the death of Samuel, 
Hoti and Kitzo Bozzaris had withdrawn in good 
time from Suli to Vurgarelli, had opened to them- 
selves the puss of Athanasia, forced the gorge of 
Theodosia, and, after fighting two days incessantly, 
pressed forward to the bridge of Ooracos, the ter- 
mination (as they imagined) of their march. It 
wa| however commanded by a Turkish batteiy. 
No hope was left to them, but of occupying the 
rock and monastery of Vetemizza. This the? 
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ftCQomplished ; and many wore tlie Turks who fell like period, although the numhci that could come 
In striving to dislodge them from it. As, how- forward was formerly much greater. With all 
ever, there were no provisions, nor means of the advantages* of education and example, Greece 
obtaining any, another attack was made against never saw at once so many disinterested patriots 
the bridge. In the attempt to force the barri- and devoted chieftains. Has the whole world, in 
cade, nearly the whole troop was slain. The two thousand years, beheld so many who effee tod 
women saw nothing now between them and the so much with means so slender ? Foremost of 
Turks : husbands and brothers were called upon them are Miaoulia and Canaris, and Zavellas and 
in vain : no voice of pity, none of encouragetnent, Samuel, and he at whose side I stand, 
none of acknowledgment, was heard. Not all even Odysaeiia. The politicians of England seen, 
of the children were surviving ; for some liad been afraid that llussia may benefit by the separation 
slain while held up that the fathers might ^see of Greece from Turkey ; and llussia is afraid of 
them. Two hundred mothers ran vvith their in- the principles which oj>eralc the separation. She 
fants and little boys to where the river was deeper, ^vislios the exhaustion of both u^itioiis ; and, with 
jnst above, and commanding their daughters to or without the absolute conquest of the Ottoman 
• cling to riiem inseparably, if they ever loved them, empire, she may threaten or endanger your 
and if that which distinguishes the feuliot women dominions in Hindostan. 

above all others, is dear and sacred. Never were Trdawny. She would not he able in ^.alf 
they more obedient. The traveller who may see a century to send an army into India, ev -u if 
hereafter the whirlpools of the Acliclous, will shml- she possessed the dominions of the Turk, lu- 
<ler : they did not.e deed, they would be far from affording her any 

Noti Bozzaris Inffi fainted after hJj^ fifth wound, great facility. In less than half a century it is 
and was dragged into the dungeon of Yaimina : probable \vc shall lose that einpiro ; but we shall 
Eiitzo and ^en ihoro escaped ; Photo Zavellas and lose it, like every other we have lost, and are about 
Kaidt^ with Dimo Draco and Ziuia Zervas, forced to lose, by alienat h»g tlie affeeiioiis of the ptoplo, 
their way through the defiles, retreated to Parga, God grant that Kussia may invade and coi juer 
and afterward were received wdtli the compassion, Turkey! Not that the llussians, or any oilier 
, and the honours due to thern, in the Ionian Isles, people on tlie Continent, arc a better, a braver, 
But Parga and they were doouied»to be no longer j an honester race than the Turks, but because the 
the refuge of the free or the unfortunate. The j policy of the government is adverse to the p. 
first time a wlfole Christian people w^as ever sold gress of civilisation, and hears with brutal heavi- 
openly by another Christian pctjplc to the Maho- ness on its cradle. God grant Ibat Russia may 
metan, was by England, on the thirteenth of possess her I Not because it will increase her 
March, 1817. On the niiith of May, at sunset, strength, but because it will enable, and ])(:i haps 
the British flag was struck from the \val Is of Parga. induce her, to liberate from bondage more tlum 
Trelawny, The worst harm ever done to Greece, one brave nation. She cannot hold Turkey at 
oven more atrocious than that inilictod on Parga, j tfie extremity of su^h a lever ; and those who now 
was by prevailing on the king of Persia to suspend j run to help her, will slip from under her. It is 
hostilities against the Turks, and finally to accept : only by a war on the Continent, a war however 
conditions of peace in the hour of victoiy% Had in which England has no busine.ss or right to take 
< ar ministry abstainey. from this interference, a part, that what ought to have been done long 
your freedom had been secureddn the second year ago, can be at last effected. If our minis^m 
of the contest. The least we can do now is to should enter into hostilities, the mli nwiP eer- 
save the remainder of your women and children tairily refuse the suceours, oven though a i.i.ijority 
from slavery; since, without our active co-opera- in Parliament should vote them. Leio another 
tion against you, these would not, for the most great question starts before us, not at present to 
part, have been fatherless and widows. If you be discussed. One thiug is t:ert!ii?- ; if we cannot 
had been our •enemies for eenturic.s, we could .stand umlcr our debt wc .’u not fight under it. 
never have proved ourselves more persuveriug, j Orders to march may be given to hiSn who has 
more systematical, or mo^f i. struct ive, in ourjlo.st a leg; ])ut what drum or wdiat cane shall 
hostility, Among the iiiiA»acrabfe acts of par- make him go*? If ever we have another war 
tiality shown by our n^nistors to the oneniies of within the next thirty years, it must be a war ol 
Greece, it was with grief and indignation that we speculation, a subscription-w’^ar, in which the hold- 
saw the Zefnobia guide the Ottoman fleet into the era of shares shall pay all the expenses and take 
harbour of Galasendi, and the commander place a all the profit. Do you suppose we could not, 
mortar against men fighting for the most sacred without a war, have kept^he army of ’i.r.uU out 
rights of humanity, fighting to escape from a of Spain I An appeal to the French 1 roops uiid 
slavery not endured in any other portion of Europe, the French people would have shaken that drowsy 
On every ingenuous and well-educated ij^ind enslaver from his throne ; a glance of approbation 
antiquity lays a spell, of which they never after- would have encouraged the Constitutionalists to fix 
ward are' dispossessed : yet, where judgment has the House of Braganza in Madrid, and to inflict 
grown up in its due proportions, there can eyst on a perjurer the punishment of his crimes, 
no doubt that the Greeks in the last five years It is idle to ask what was the object, for that 
have oqualled the glories of their ancestors at any was varying from the first day to the last : let uj 
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only think what have been the consequences of a ( ments j we give them food, clothing, groimd, la^ 
war, that precipitated into death and oblivion the * struction, morals, religion. Humanity cries oat> 
better part of two generations, through nearly the " 0 tell them they are men 1 ** and wo hoax her. 
whole of Europe. It has reduced to poverty ton Is she silent for the Greeks ^ have the^ voices no 
millions of ourselves : it has consigned to slavery echo in her breast s do we treat them erneUy be* 
sixty millions, i)artly of our neighbours, partly of cause they have not the advantage of being bar- 
our uUies : it lias enabled the French ministers to barousl do we spurn them because they cling U 
recall the Jesuits, the Spanish to restore the In- us ? is it because they Jbrust only in us, that we 
qnisition, the English to appoint their colleagues reject* and repulse them, them only of all man* 
and .Miiccessors : it Imis abolished republics and kind? 

republicanism : it has cast the dregs of democracy Odysaem. The ships of Ismael Bey repass the 
on and over the loftiest thrones, constitutional Mediterranean and Archipelago, laden with the 
and monarchal : it has multiplied and widened sons and daughters of a half-extinguished race ; 
the cracks and crevices of the church : ii, has half-extinguished under our eyes. Their terrors 
sustained and sanctified the mosk : it has pro- are not at death ; their tears are not for captivity; 
scribed the traffic of those who dealt in Africans ; their loss, though their country is Greece, is not 
it has legitimated the practices of such as carry j of countiy. God alone can avenge it ; God alone 
off tlie Greeks : indulgent to the gambler, gene- ! must hear it. Something may surely be done to 
rous to the robber, honorific to the poisoner and alleviate the sufferings of the few sdrvivors, wan* 
assassin, indifferent to the improver of his coun- ' dcring among naked rocks, or liffjng up their 
try, inimical to the enlightener, and rancorous to , heads from the rushes in thoipcstilential maxah. 
the defender. | They require-of you no land to cultivate, no sns* 

Do 1 think it little, yon may ask me, to have ; tenance, no raiment : they implore of you permia- 
abolished the slave-trade ? Do I speak lioedlcssly j sion to live under the safeguard vf laws, and to 
of the blacks^ No. Much would it have been if , partake with the most ignorant anS ferqcious 
this accursed trade were really abolislied : if we i tribes, with murderers and cannibals, .js spsxe 
had united with America to treat as pirates all ; mojnent of your attention and concern, 
concerned in it, French or Portuguese. We with- j Surely, surely this us not too much ; if yon con- 
draw from the redress of wrongs, we enforce no ! sidcr that the finest eloquence over heard in yonr 
stipulation of t reaties, we act dastardly with , Parliament was admirable only in proportion as it 
every des])ot, and perfidiously with every people, resembled the eloquence of our ancestors; and 
Nothing can suffer from aggression without pain- that gods were bowed down to and worshipped, 
ing me when 1 know it ; but other nations do not by the wisest and most powerful nations, for being 
interest me like the Greeks, to wdioiii 1 owe every in form and dignity like them, 
exalted, every generous, every just sentiment. 1 , His Imperial Majesty was taught from his 
never can be induced to imagine, that the extinc- ' youth upward to contemplate the glories of anti- 
tion of all the tribes in Afrwa, and all in Asia, , quity, nearly all of which are crowded in one 
with half of the dwellers in Europe, would bo so | people ; has lie never felt that there is something 
lameiiiahle as tlie destruction of Missolonghi, or i more and belter than ambition ? Has he never 
even as the death of Bozzaris. Animal life in j thought that he may now enjoy by uniting, aflhii 
itself is little : animal life, however, is nearly all people calls upon him to do, the scattered members 
that belongs to the greater part of mankind, unless | of the Greek nation and thfe Greek church? If uot> 
some glorious recollection, some mighty aim and | yet no king or emperor on earth has the right or 
intent, shall raise them above the level of trodden j the power to hinder your co-operation with us; no 
and trite humanity. No such feeling can belong ; people has the wish ; excepting that which at this 
to the generality of nations. England and Swe- 1 instant is leMing thousands into slavery, thou- 
den, always conteiidiiig against greater numbers, ! sands of women and children, from famished 
and almost always signally victorious, may be j cities, from the cinders of villages, from defiled 
justly proud of military glory; Italy of the arts: 'altars; thousands who cry in the agony of despair, 
but which of them in either has outrivalJed ! “0 God! is there iiojic to save us !” 


Greece ? Her old heroic age v.as loss heroic than 
the present : grant her another, and your children 
may see a Phidias and a 8opho<!les. 

Should I have wronged our ministers iii doubt- 
ing their sincerity, and in underrating their ex- 
ertions to suppress thctslave-tradc, let me retract 
or soften the expresssion : let me say, if truth will 
bear it, wc arc zealous in protecting from slavery 
the remotest nations of Africa, who have alw^ays 
for thousands of years been subject to that visita- 


I No monarch could ever by any exertion render 
so great a service to humanity as the emperor cm 
I without an effort. The difervesccnce and discon- 
tent of his subjects would subside at one word. 
And what word? Not enslave, not d^popuhte, 
not conquer : but a voice that would be heard 
with transport from every quarter of the world : 
I a voice indeed of glad tidings; "Save! save I*" 
[ It depends on his determination, which nothing 
in the universe should set aside or shake or altw 


tion, and who never liave expected, or even heard or delay, whether he will be the most glojrious, the 
tidings of, our generous interference. AVe take ^ most potent, the most beloved, the most secure of 
them away by righteous force from under the i prhices, or whether he will pass his anxious days 
proudest flag ; we convey them to our own settle- j among suspicions and murmurs and seditions Slid 
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treMKme; whether lie will suffer those who have 
pra^eid tidth him and for him^ to bend imder lust 
and cruelty, to be driven from their country, to 
expire in tortures, and to leave a progeny, not of 
Greeks in religion, name, or habitation, to fight 
in fixture wars agaiiist him, and to burn the re- 
mainder of the churches to which their mothen 
bore them as the last refuge. 

Let one voice more inform him then, th| voice 
of England, that fny prince in Europe would be 
abandoned by his subjects, military and civil, who 
should venture to draw the sword against him, 
while his is protecting Greece. ^ 

If the appeal be ineffectual, let us believe that 
Providence will bring about by means of folly 
and perversity, what wisdom and rectitude were 
not permitted to accomplish. 

Trdawny. The world is shaken off its axis, and 
the highest^nations are gasping for existence, 
efushed by the superincumbence of the lowest. 
If the sufferings of others are any alleviation to 
yours, turn toward them, Undoijitedly Greece 
hath suffered much, Odysseus I hut sufferings are 
never extreme jwhile there remains a conscious- 
ness of power to resist. Spain has lost it. Every 
man •in Spain who has laid before his fellow- 
citizen^ the i^er and richer fruits of education, 
eveiy man who has made a -sacrifice to the public 
good, is marked out for priestly and for royal 
vengeance. Pewer families in the same period 
were reduced Jo misery in France by the tyranny 
of Robespierre, than in Spain by the aggression 
of Louis. Restoring his relative to despotic power, 
he might at least have stipulated against his 
Inordinate and wanton love of .bloodshed, and 
have placed some barrier, some boundary, some 
imaginary line at least and visible horizon, to the 
insensate fury of his higotiy and revenge. It is 
known that upward of one hundred and seventy 
thousand persons have been imprisoned, driven 
fipom their houses, placed under the power of the 
police, or deprived of tbpir occupations and liveli- 
hood, since the departure of Ferdinand from 
Oadiz. So much of w'retchedness hath never been 
occasioned by any one man within so short a time, 
to so many of the brave, the industrious, and the 
virtuous. The nineteenth century is now thrown 
back upon the sixteenth. 

Odyse^. By the help of England I 
Trelavmy, Where there is the same oppression, 
there will be the same resii;'-' ace : <yhere there is 
title same cruelty, there will be exerted the same 
enexgy to extinguish it# 

Deplorable ! that Virtue must assume the atti- 
tude of Despair ; that bad actions must remove 
bad men; thatJTustice must use in her defence 
the weapon she hath wrested from the criminal. 

Odysseus. Shall Spain abjure her first friends 1 
her earliest defenders 1 Never be it said of her: 
never may she lose our sympathies. <• 

^ddwny. But where art thou, Riego 1 abandon- 
ing, to ifjrescrve the honour of thy country, the most 
^bvi^ and tender of women. In the first hounof 
Upon what mountain-crag rests thy devoted 


head! upon what parental breast can hets repose, 
0 blessed avenger of insulted Freedom! And thou, 
Quirogal wheVe is the region of thy wanderings! 
Must thou ponder and pore over the vestiges of 
gratitude in lands across the Atlantic ! Shall not 
Spaniards bear toward thee etenially the love and 
veneration that the rudest once of Columbian 
tribes bear still toward their father Vasco ! * In 
the islet of Pascuaro rest his bones ; art thou 
among those who weep over them ! Envying his 
repose, art thou doubtful of participating his 
glory! Such are the first names for children to 
gather up, the last for men to drop into oblivion. 

Despots are now the revolutionists, and the 
learned and liberal are become more than ever 
their aversion and scorn. The present race of 
princes, throughout the continent of Europe, are 
the most ignorant and gross barbarians that have 
appeared contemporaneously since the revival f 
letters. 

Odysseus. Nevertheless the autocrat of Kussm, 
if he continued ^o be master of the Ionian Islands, 
would from policy found a college in them, at 
which the youth of Greece should receive on easy 
terms the instruction necessary for the leamed 
protessions. At present they study chiefly at 
Pisa, and are under no obligation to any power 
that can protect them. The French are solicitous 
to draw them to Paris ; with what intentions we 
may easily conceive. Nearly all of them are 
favourable to Prance, and averse to England : a 
bias which might have been reversed. 

Trelawny. We fancy that everything is to be 
done by money and force ; and we use no othei 
means. Much indeed may be effected by them : 
but the same means must continue in exercise, oi 
the effect ceases : 'v^hile means less expensive arc 
(Equally efficacious and more durable. 

On my way hither I visited the Ionian Univer 
sity, projected, founded, and principally endowed, 
by the most public-spirited and the most literary 
of our nobility. He was unsceonded by the 
ministry, and thwarted by the governor of the. 
islands. His lodgings were ler,? hnbitallc than 
would be furnished to a journeyman tailor for 
eighteen pence a week, at the worst alehouse of 
any country town in England. I will venture to 
assert that every county jail furi.lshcs a fraudulent 
debtor with more conveLicut accommodation than 
the English ministiy, in the prodigality of its 
grants, allowed to the Chancellor of the Ionian 
University. And this was not the treatment of a 
single year; although a single one occupies no 
undefinable or scanty space in a life too far on its 
wane, a life of energy and of study. At the same 
time enormous sums wer^otod for the*barracks 
and government-house. So preferable are guards 
to friends I so greatly more important and neces- 
sary are soldiers than citizens, force than hu 
manity, subjection than improvement ! 

Do not hope for any aid or intervention from 
the ministers of kings. They abandon you from 

♦ Vasco de Q,uiraga, first bishop of Michuacan. was jastl;}^ 
called BO. 
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only think irhat have been the consequences of a | ments ; we give them food, clothing, 

wat, that precipitated into death and oblivion the struction, morals, religion. Humani^ ^les oui^ 

better part of two generations, through nearly the 0 tell them they are men 1 and we hear her. 

whole of Europe. It has reduced to poverty ten Is she silent for the Greeks 1 have yoines no 

millions of ourselves : it has consigned to slavery echo in her breast? do we treat 

sixty millions, partly of our neighbours, partly of cause they have not the advantage of biah|g,. ba^ 

our allies : it has enabled the French ministers to barousl do we spurn them because they it 

recall the Jesuits, the Spanish to restore the In- us? is it because they trust only in Us, tlka^ we 

quisition, the English to appoint their colleagues rejeclP and repulse them, them only of lUian' 

and successors: it has abolished republics and kind? 

republicanism : it has cast the dregs of democracy Odyaaeus. The ships of Ismael Bey repass the 
on and over the loftiest thrones, constitutional Mediterranean and Archipelago, laden with the 
and monarchal: it has multiplied and widened sons and daughters of a half^xtmguished riuse f 
the cracks and crevices of the church : it has half-extinguished under our eyes. Their tttttqm 
sustained and sanctified the mosk : it has pro- are not at death ; their tears are not for cap^yi^; 
scribed the traffic of those who dealt in Africans : their loss, though their country is Greec^ lft hot 
it has legitimated the practices of such as carry of country. God alone can avenge it : God alone 
off the Greeks : indulgent to the gambler, gone- must hear it. Something may surely be done to 
rous to the robber, honorific to the poisoner and alleviate the sufferings of the few sfirvivorSi, wsm^ 
assassin, indifferent to the improver of his coun- 1 dering among naked rocks, or lifting up thdbr 
try, inimical to the enlightener, and rancorous to i heads from the rushes in tlimpesliilential marsh, 
the defender. | They require* of you no land to cultivate, no snsr 

Do 1 think it little, you may ask me, to have 1 tenance, no raiment : they implore of you pertidi* 
al)olished the slave-trade ? Do I speak heedlessly j sion to live under the safeguard ctf laws, and to 
of the blacks ? No. Much would it have been if I partake with the most ignorant and ferqcioui 
this accursed trade were really abolished : if we I tribes, with murderers and cannibals, A spATo 
had united with America to treat as pirates all | moment of your attention and conceim. 
eoucerned in it, French or Portuguese. We with- 1 Surely, surely this Is not too much ; if you con* 
draw from the redress of wrongs, wo enforce no j sider that the finest eloquence over heard in yonr 
stipulation of treaties, we act dastardly with ’ Parliament was admirable only in proportion lUi it 
every despot, and perfidiously with every people, j resembled the eloquence of our Ancestors ; And 
Nothing can suffer from aggression without pain- ; that gods were bowed down to and worshipped^ 
lug me when 1 know it : but other nations do not by the wisest and most powerful nations, for being 
interest me like the Greeks, to whom 1 owe every in form and dignity lilrt) them, 
exalted, every generous, every just sentiment. 1 > His Imperial Majesty was taught from his 
never can be induced to imagine, that the extinc- ; youth upward to contemplate the glories of anti- 
tion of all the tribes in Afrka, and all in Asia, : quity, nearly all of which are crowded in one 
with half of tlio dwellers in Europe, would be so | people ; has he never felt that there is something 
lamentable as the destruction of Missolonghi, or I more and better than ambition ? Has he never 
even as the death of Bozzaris. Animal life in ' thought that he may now enjoy, by uniting, as hia 
itself is little : animal life, however, is nearly all people calls upon him to do, the scattered mexnbenf 
that belongs to the greater part of mankind, unless of the Greek nation and thb Greek church? If not^ 
some glorious recollection, some mighty aim and yet no king or emperor on earth has the right or 
intent, shall raise them above the level of trodden the power to hinder your co-operation with us; no 
and trite humanity. No such feeling can belong j people has the wish ; excepting that which at this 
to the generality of nations. England and Sw'e- : instant is le^mg thousands into slavery, thon- 
den, always contending against greater numbers, sands of women and children, from frinished 
and almost always signally victorious, may be ! cities, from the cinders of villages, from defiled 
justly proud of military glory ; Italy of the arts : j altars ; thousands who cry in the agony of despair^ 
but which of them in either has ou tri vailed " 0 God 1 is there none to save us I ” 


Greece ? Her old heroic ago was less heroic than 
the present : grant her another, and your children 
may sec a Phidiiis and a Sophocles. 


No monarcsii could ever by any exertion rmMt 
so great a service to humanity as the empetor 
without an effort The ddervescence and diaebn^ 


Should 1 have wronged our ministers in doubt- 1 tent of his subjects would subside at one 
ing their sincerity, and in underrating their ex- And what word? Not emlavef not . 
ertiona to suppress the Wave-trade, let me retract' not cowpier : but a voice that would 
or floften the expression : let me say, if truth will with transport from every quartef of the t 
bear it, we arc zealous in protecting from slavery j a voice indeed of glad tidings : “ Save I save I" 
the remotest nations of Africa, wdio have always ! It depends on his determination, which xmthlng 
for thousands of years been subject to that visita- ' in the universe should set aside or ^ke or alter 
tion, and who never liave expected, or even heard or delay, whether be will be the most glorious^ the 
tidings of, our generous interferencje. We take most potent, the most beloved, the most seeure of 
them away by righteous force from under the I prhices, or whether he will pass his anxious diyi 
proudest flag } we convey them to our own settle- 1 among suspicions and murmurs and seditions aui^ 
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tMioilis ; whether he will sufihr those who hivre 
and ibr him> to bend under Inet 
lad eraelt;f^ to be driven from their country, to 
tortnree, and to leave a progeny, not of 
in religion, name, or habitation, to fight 
In mtnre wars against him, and to burn the re> 
mainder of the chttrcheB to which their mothen 
bore them as the last refuge. 

Lbt one voice more inform him then, th4| voice 
of England, thatfny prince in Europe would be 
abandoned by his subjects, military and civil, who 
should venture to draw the sword against him, 
ndilld his is protecting Greece. ^ 

If the appeal be ineffectual, let us believe that 
Bn^i^denee will bring about by means of folly 
and perversity, what wisdom and rectitude were 
not permitted to accomplish. 

Ti^wny, The world is shaken off its axis, and 
the Mghest^natlons are gasping for existence, 
crushed by the superincumbence of the lowest. 
If the sufferings of others are any alleviation to 
yours, turn toward them. Undoubtedly Greece 
hath suffered much, Odysseus ! hut sufferings are 
never extremejvhile there remains a conscious- 
ness of power to resist. Spain has lost it. Every 
num«in Spain who has laid before his fellow- 
citizens’ the js^er and richer fruits of education, 
every man who has made a.-sacrifice to the public 
good, is marked out for priestly and for royal 
vengeance. Fewer families in Ae same period 
Were reduced Jo misery in France by the tyranny 
of Bobespierre, than in Spain by the aggression 
of Louis. Kestoring his relative to despotic power, 
he might at least have stipulated against his 
inordinate and wanton love of »bloodshed, and 
have placed some barrier, some boundary, some 
imaginaiy line at least and visible horizon, to the ! 
Insensate fury of his bigotiy and revenge. It is ; 
known that upward of one hundred and seventy : 
tho\^»nd persons have been imprisoned, driven 
from their houses, placed under the power of the 
police, or deprived of t]|eir occii^ations and liveli- 
hood, since the departure of Ferdinand from 
Cadiz. So much of wretchedness hath never been 
occasioned by any one man within so short a time, 
to so many of the brave, the industrious, and the 
virtuous. The nineteenth century is now thrown 
hack upon the sixteenth. 

0dyaieys. By the help of England i 

Where there is the same oppression, 
there, will be the same resist ^^ co : ;yrhere there is 
th0 ^ame cruelty, there will he exerted the same 
enefg^ to extinguish it* 
l^plorable ! that Virtue must assume the atti- 
tude <>f Despair; that bad actions must remove 
had ihen ; that Justice must use in her defence 
wf^pon she hath wrested from the criminal. 

Shall Spain abjure her first friends 1 
her earliest defenders 1 Never be it uid of her : 
never may she lose onr sympathies. • 

Trelawny. But where art thou, Riego ! abaudon- 
ifkg^ to m^rve the honour of thy country, the most 
beloved iuxd tender of women, in the first hounof 
Upon what mountain-crag reata thy devoted 


headi upon what parentid breast can hers repose, 
0 blessed avenger of insulted Freedom! And thou, 
Quirogal whe^s is the region of thy wanderings! 
Must thou ponder and pore over the vestiges of 
gratitude in lands across the Atlantic 1 Shall not 
Spaniards bear toward thee eternally the love and 
veneration that the rudest once of Columbian 
tribes bear still toward their father Vasco ! * In 
the islet of Pascuaro rest his bones ; art thou 
among those who weep over them ? Envying his 
repose, art thou doubtful of participating his 
glory! Such are the first names for children to 
gather up, the last for men to drop into oblivion. 

Despots are now the rcvoli^tionists, and the 
learned and liberal are become more than ever 
their aversion and scorn. The present race of 
princes, throughout the continent of Europe, are 
the most ignorant and gross barbarians that have 
appeared contemporaneously since the revival f 
letters. 

Odysseus. Nevertheless the autocrat of Russia, 
if he continued to be master of the Ionian Islands, 
would from policy found a college in them, at 
which the youth of Greece should receive on easy 
terms the instruction necessary for the learned 
professions. At present they study chiefly at 
Pisa, and are under no obligation to any power 
that can protect them. The French are solieitoug 
to draw them to Paris ; with what intentions we 
may easily conceive. Nearly all of them are 
favourable to France, and averse to England : a 
bias which might have been reversed. 

Trelawny. We fancy that everything is to be 
done by money and force ; and we use no othei 
means. Much indeed may be effected by them : 
but the same means must continue in exercise, or 
the effect ceases : labile means less expensive are 
a^ually efl&cacious and more durable. 

On my way hither I visited the Ionian Univer- 
sity, projected, founded, and principally endowed, 
by the most public-spirited and the most literary 
of our nobility. He was unsecoiided by the 
ministry, and thwarted by the governor of the, 
islands. His lodgings were less habitable than 
would be furnished to a journeyman tailor for 
eighteen pence a week, at the worst alehouse of 
any country town in England I will venture to 
assert that every county-j ail furnh.lief a fraudulent 
debtor with more convenieus; accommodation than 
the English ministiy, in the prodigality of its 
grants, allowed to the Chancellor of the Ionian 
University, And this was not the treatment of a 
single year; although a single one occupies no 
undefinable or scanty space in a life too far on its 
wane, a life of energy and of study. At the same 
time enormous sums wer^yoted for the^barracks 
and govemment-houso. So preferable are guards 
to friends I so greatly more iniportant and neces- 
sary are soldiers than citizens, force than hu 
manity, subjection than improvement ! 

Bo not hope for any aid or intervention from 
the ministers of kings. They abandon you firom 

♦ Vasco de^uir^, first bishop of Michuacan, was joatlf 
called so. 
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the first mofideut they ait copifortably in their 
places. Chateaubriand, who wrote Th^ Spirit 
of ChruManity, and <*.hatters abofit freedom, no 
sooner was admitted to office, than he demanded 
the |!unii»hmont of death on the publishers of 
sedition : by M^hich term all ministers mean the 
exposure of their abuses or their incapacity. When 
people suffer most they complain loudest ; and 
the same hand that has made them suffer most, 
will punish most scTcrply their complaints. The 
clearer the tnith is^ the more partisans will it 
(‘ollect and the more partisans it collects, the 
more dangerous must it be to the proprietors of 
power. Chateaubriand will never be seditious 
ai*aiuHt any exercise of tyranny but that which 
excludes him from the participation of it ; and 
."Jllioiigh he may go far enough to get whipped, 
he will lift up one ear and scurry off when the 
bloodhound takes the turn of the beagle. He 
throws into his Spirit of Christianity the spirits 
he secreted from the hall of the jacobins : they 
Avere too strong for the baptisers at Nantes and 
tlie regcncrai-ors at Lyons. 

Chateaubriand is called the most liberal of the 
French privy councillors, and Canning of the 
Fiiglisli. Yet, when Chateaubriand Avas in power, 
wo found the African slave-trade in full vigour 
under his protection, as we find the European 
under Cannings. Who would have believed that 
England should permit the Eg 3 T)tian 8 to carry on 
the slaA^e-trade against Greece, and should remon- 
strate with Portugal and France for carrying on 
theirs against Ouiiiea ! There is no earnestness, 
no .sincerity, no truth whatever, in this remon- 
strance. We know that our minister must tickle all 
the humours of his master; and that none was ever 
readier to do it, with every joint of every finger. 
If any proof were wanting of the man’s duplicity, 
after liis conduct toward Lord Castlereagh, and 
indeed toward every one with Avhom he ever 
acted, wc miglit adduce his countenance of that 
A’Court who betrayed the Neapolitans, by further- 
ing a secret correspondence betAveen the king and 
his son, and who was the main instrument in 
undermining tlie Spanish (’onstitution. Wherever 
ho is sent or maintained, it is for some such pur- 
pose as at Madrid and Naples. Be assured that, 
if the English government should pretend to 
espouse your cause, it will be only to relax your 
efforts, to unman your navy^, and to deliver you 
up to worse sendtude than the past. 

OdijmcKs. Your ininistor did revive our hopes 
by his speeches. 

Trdmcmj. He would be on imitator of Chateau- 
briand ; but lie has not a tithe of the Frenchman’s 
abilities, ,jas a writer politician. The English 

nation was never so abased in the eyes of Europe, 
as when this adventurer, for the sake of support 
from abroad, sat down quietly and silently at his 
post, and saw the French army pass the P^enees. 
The French were not recently vanquished, were 
not bound hand and foot in their metropolis, 
when England in the reign of Louis4.he Fourteenth 
made war against them to break a family alliance. 


After a war undertaken not for power linillHii*' 
ciples, so we are told it was, no sooner are the 
Spaniards become an independent and fbe|KM^le> 
than the envoy of th^ King of Ei^land side the 
King of Spain to brerk his oath with them ; and 
they look down together from the royal pilaoe. 
with equal complacency, on the murder 
banishment of how much better men. 
Bonaparte, when every government and ^'veiy 
chance was against us, we coi^ended yw after 
year, that the power of the French might not 
prevail in Spain. Yet the laws and institutld^ 
they introduced were calculated to reform and 
civilise a generous and aspiring, but a degraded 
and ferocious people. We destroy the usurpation 
of Napoleon ; we restore a Bourbon ; we promise 
a fVec constitution. Everything is in'our power : 
what is it we do? Wc allow a beaten enemy to 
supplant us : wc allow a Bourbon to, exert an »u* 
Ihority which a Bonaparte did not arrogate 
attempt. Wc give up Spain to France ; we jgive 
up those who^had fought braifoly at our sides, to 
imprisonment and exile, to tortures and death 1 
We permit our commerce to be,, excluded, our 
merchants to be pillaged, our capitalists to be de- 
frauded, an<l our allies, or rather our ally, for we 
have only one left in the universe, '=1^) befhvaded 
by the arms of Spaij* under the ey as and under 
the flag of France. Arc the Bourbons then a 
preferable race to the Bonapartes, that we should 
be so tolerant, so long-suffering, so^supine ? Are 
they more honourable, more just, more ^ise, more 
conciliatory ? They reign * we have strapped and 
cross-barred them in tl»eir thrones, and must hot 
ask questions about them : let us ask then a few 
about the dynasty that is passed. Were the 
Bonapartes the most slothful, were the Bona- 
partes the most bigoted, were the Bonapartes 
the most unprincipled, the most ungrateful of 
mankind ? Were they persecutors, were they per- 
jurers, Avcrc they parricidal ? 

Odysseys, Do not wait ,^r an answer from me. 
I wish wc had them again at the head of nations, 
vith less power and more experience. Kings, 
taught to walk by priests and to ride by plun- 
derers, will wantonly lay waste all the cultivation 
that lies before them : and since there are no 
others, we will try to keep them out of Greece, 
where a robber tlie more or tbe less is, no grave 
matter. And indeed there is a likelihood of above 
one tlie raore^ and above one the worse where Hub 
fur is hung out to cover them. 

We have heard occasioj^ally fine things read to 
us from newspapers about the person thou haot. 
been describing. 

Trelawny. Part of our money goes to pay fke 
people who mislead us, and another part to pay 
thbse who enable them to do it, by newspapen^ 
reviews, and magazines. 

(Mysseus: Has the sun hurt thy head, Trolairay 1 

Trdavmy. Not at all : why do you aakmel 

Odysseus. I feared it. Thou saidst, Uljy iiews- 
p{y;>erB, reviews, and magazines.” WhaCIn the 
name of God, have military evolutionB and stem 
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m 4»omi3cu>& with political writer® I Why dost 
l^ogh, my son) 

StMdtpny. We neyer should laugh at a mistake ; 
and ^ it is almost the only thing we do laugh 
ah 'Eaith 1;^ the feriews and magazines I was 
speaking have nearly as little to do with litera- 
tnte as with war. ^eyare printed sheets^ pre- 
tending to give an account of new publications : 
the writers of them are paid to traduce thg cha- 
itkcter and vilify the productions of those who 
differently from their employers. They are 
likewise the eulogists of the ministry or the oppo- 
sition, and are among us what the Albanians )are 
among yon; fhithful and trusty while you pay 
them well, but ready at any hour to go over to 
^ your enemy, and to be as trusty and fsithfiii 
iiim, if he will pay them better. 

Odpsaeua, Ho! these T find are tne public criers 
who extol your minister for his liberality and 
wdom. What can wo Greeks expect finm him i 
promises, delays, deception, destitution ! 

Trelaumy, Let ^ose uphold th^ cabinet con- 
sipirator who have places or promises or expecta- 
tions; but letjihem obtain no more credit for 
iheir rectitude, than when they swear to you they 
bellel’e he expended fourteen thousand pounds at 
Lisbon, *for tljrtroe months’ board and lodging. 

Odysmts, ♦ do not understand how this can be. 

Trelavmy. Nor does any man. However, the 
Houses of Common^ at that tinle composed in 
g^t part of^tockjobbers, Contractors, commis- 
woners, together with some six-fingcred patriots, 
who have since robbed the poor Greeks through 
their rags, instituted no inquiry into the Impudent 
and incredible declaration, that, although he had 
received fourteen thousand pounds of the public 
money, he had spent somewhat of his own beside. 
The wonder is, nobody had the spirit to propose 
that BO disinterested a patriot should at least be 
indemnified by the nation, for the few remaining 
thousands he had generously disbursed in her ser- 
vice. He accepted thg oifice from Oastlereagh, 
whom he had attempted by clandestine means to 
prove unworthy of the king’s confidence, and 
Oastlereagh was r^oiced to cover him with con- 
tempt by acceding to bis solicitation.^ 

OdyiMeua. I care little what your public men 
are doing one against another: but it concerns 
me nearly if they quail at Russia. 

Trdavm^, If they apprehend any danger from 
hte*, they should connive accumulation of 

her territory. She is weakened by every people 
she enslaves, because the extremities are weightier 
than the centre. Europe, far from being threatened 
by her witl\ future irruption of barbarians, is pre- 
served ton it. She will civilise her tribes ; she 
cast not amalgamate nor unite them. Were she 
mlatveBS of Turkey, she would soon lose Poland : 
and the l^urks, being a nobler and more dignified > 
lisde than the Muscovites, would, under Muscovite 
dtedpline, expel them. 

0 those horrid ereatures ! what makes 
thM m>ble ) what makes them dignified ) » 

Territzal we see tew, excepting sol- 


diers and robbers and (what are worse than the 
one, and no better than the other) merchants. 1 
have lived ambng thdse who, although not the 
most virtuous of the Turks, are much superior in 
gravity and decoronsness of deportment to the 
principal men In Russia or Austria, in Italy or 
Prance. Wary and upconfiding, they behave 
toward all with the winning courtesy of pliant 
grandeur. Never does a word escape them within 
the possibility of offending. To those who by 
their services have merited their favour, they are 
the most grateful and the most generous of man^ 
kind. These are their virtues. We already know 
too wpll their vices; of which in our eyes the most 
grievous and intolerable, is, the^iiesire of holding 
us in subjection. So long as this is unquenchcd 
in them, we are their enemies : but if justice or 
exhaustion should subdue it, rather would I con- 
fide in them as allies and friends than in any other 
nation under heaven. 

Trdawiiy. Let us try whether we can not 
bring about, by force of arms, this desirable con- 
summation. 

I have little respect for the autocrat of Russia ; 
little regard or commiseration for his hordes of 
slaves ; and I confess that I regret none of his con- 
quests, excepting Finland. The otliers arc hap- 
pier than they were before, and will render more 
service to freedom and humanity, than they could 
have done without a temporary subjugation. If 
Alexander does not succour you, there are two 
reasons: first, the mcretrsermce-momfy given by 
England, France, and Austria, to his mistresses 
and confidants; secondly, what naturally fioVs 
from it, the allurements of pleasure that have 
lately been thrown into his way by them, in order 
to counteract the impressions of policy, to stifle 
the voice of conscience, to efface the l^t vestige 
of honour, and to deaden any fibre in his breast 
that may respond to the throbbings of his country. 

Odysaem, If, as thou seemedst to say, the em- 
pire of the Czars being already incompact and 
a little more added to the extremity of this enor- 
mous lever would render it so ermbrous that no 
human arm could support it, policy would not urge 
the Autocrat to extend his dominions any fiirther. 

Trdmmy, It surely is a rational and just desiro, 
and countenanced by the soundest policy, to annex 
whatever is within the Greek, communion, with the 
sole exception of the land of Greece, which is too 
far off, and would be too restless, too vulnerable, 
and greatly more serviceable and much less invi- 
dious as an ally. Nothing can exceed the levity and 
impudence of French politicians, who reprehend 
and condemn this imaginary project, while their 
court interferes in behalf ^ the Catholic, Greeks, 
and presumes even to th^ten the majority of 
the nation, if these are compelled to perform the 
duties of citizens. While they were compelled by 
Turkey to perform the offices of slaves, no threat 
was heard, no complaint. Russii^ having a right 
by treaty to interfere in behalf of her communion, 
exhibits more discretion and moderation. She 
appeals to have read in the astrologicalseotion el 
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her almanack, compiled in London and revioed 
In Paris, that conquest will ruin her, imd she 
shrinks back in vacancy with her sword un- 
sheathed. 

Odyaseus. Luxury is more likely to enfeeble 
her ; for, barbarous as she is, she is no less dis- 
solute. 

Trdawny. I believe it was never contradicted 
nor doubted, that every great empire has decayed 
through luxury : this, theory 1 suspect to be un- 
founded. Luxury, if confined to few, can do 
little mischief to the people at large, particularly 
where the population lies scattered ; if general, 
there can be no bettei proof of the state’s flourish- 
ing condition ; no surer exposition of its tute- 
lary la^vs. It is only when great interests clash, 
only when great properties are torn away and 
insulated from the mass, only when one portion of 
the citizens has something to compensate it for 
the loss of country, and the other can sustain no 
loss whatever, that nations are enslaved and 
ruined. 

We must regulate the index of luxury by the 
])lace8 wo are in, and calculate its effects by what 
it acts on. The Babylonians, the Persians, the 
Macedonians, the Tartars, were ruined by their 
conquests. Rome was not subdued on the trichli- 
nia of Apicius or Petronius. Her citizens fell 
away and yielded t o the enemy, when no common 
bond of interest held them together ; when they ' 
possessed large estates in the provinces, and their i 
money was put out to interest in them. By ' 
degrees the chief property of the Roman senators 
and gentleman lay out of Italy ; which countiy ! 
therefore was deserted by the Genius of Agricul- ! 
ture. Innumerable slaves were employed about! 
their villas and gardens, while their tables were 
8upj)liecl from Syria, Pamphylia, Egypt, and 
Numidia. They were never so respectable, never 
so formidable, as when they spent many n entbs 
of the year uu their patrimonial estates; small 
ones, and thence near enough one to another both 
for conviviality and for checks. 

A mail is not the weaker in mind or body for 
eating a turbot in preference to a roach, or a pea- 
wek in preference to a raven : in his social state 
he is the weaker, and deplorably indeed, wuen his 
intercrits and affections lie beyond his countiy, 
which soon pine.s away at his indift’erencc. 

Odysseus. Now, Trclawny, turn thy attention a 
little to thyself. 

Thou earnest hither with an ardent and intense 
desire of doing good ; activity is requisite to thee. 
While the goats are being milked, and such other 
fefreshmerits are preparing for us as the place 
aflbrds, ^et me again v^';hort thee to consider well, 

I do not say the danger of remaining with me (for 
that would only fix thee), but the probability of 
long inaction. I know my enemies ; I am aware 
of their machinations : I shall defeat them in my 
own manner, at my own season. 

Trdamy. He by whose courage and conduct 1 
more Turks have fallen than by any other chief- ! 
tain’s may defy them still Dismiss me, Odysseus, 


] when I am found unworthy of ymir 

‘ side, or unable to execute the iiUNit afdaoua of 
your commands. , ; , 

OdysseuB, Of ability and of iheni l^ven 
me many proofs. The memory aOd 

of thy friendship lies deep within 
without witnesses, without reward ^ for Ihose vfhb 
have- fought with me may die with me 
anotlv^ryear; and England, in the prodigality ^ 
her honours, hath none in reserve ifor the chmr 
pious of Greece. 

Beside ..lam slow to mention it in tlfy pra- 
I Ben( e . . English officers axe accustomed to liome 
oonveniencea 

I Trdmcny. I am no longer one of them. Ideute-^ 
nants and ensigns all expect to find here, on the^ 
morning of their arrival, a new coloners uhifbm 
\ hanging over the back ofihe sofa, with a pidr of 
shining boots on the carpet in the centre Of it, 

' reflecting thoir equally smooth countenances. ^ 
Odysseus. We have nothing of this : we have 
i only reeds and rushes ; for ^ey grow in moist 
' places, where the enemy can not bum them : and 
when we lay down our bodies on the field, we 
press a couch strown over with such spoils as they 
perhaps would not go into battle for, but the best 
in my opinion that any one can win%. souhd sleep 
from sound consciences, and, mere refreshing 
than soundest sleep, dreams of victory from hard 
fighting. 

Do not fancy me ungratefhl or invidious : it is 
true, 1 expected more from the reputation of Ei^- 
land for public spirit and enlightened counsels. 

Trelaumy. We were dealers and chapmen when 
we were at the best: wo are now gamblers and 
sharpers : purse-bearers to Ali-Pasha, purveyors to 
Ibrahim-Bey, slave-importers and pandars to Turk, 
Algerine, and Egyptian. Even those who press 
forward to offer you their gold, filch from you 
while they offer it ; and you will find among these 
liberal men more roguery and robbery than among 
the vilest slaves of the ha^om. The spirit of spe- 
eulation possesses them; of all spiiitathe most 
unclean, and the last to 1^ exorcised. 

Odysseus. When I hcar.au Englishman speak 
thus of his country, I am only the more inclined 
to believe in his ardent love for her. He rem^- 
bers what she ha.s been, be feels what she ought to 
be, he anticipates what she may be, and' he notb- 
represents what she is. Such is the effect bl 
passion, which has been the purest and tenderei^ 
on tom and ulcerated hearts : indiflbrence is fip^! 
from it. Be thou, O Trekwny I what the iuSeisf 
Bible can be without an effort, the g^jfierous M 
some occasions not . . be just, 

Tersiim. Do 1 disturb you grave men bycomi^ 
back so soon to you 1 Brother, I know you 
milk : drink this while itis wann and fro^^^^; 
hums and buzzes as if there w^ fliies tijpbii it ; 
buiethere are none in the cavern $ so you 
a large draught freely. ' ‘ ^ 

You, being an t^gllsbmau, will 
h|rc is some, very sweet 
Trdavmy. If Torsito has proved tt 
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I liAte indeed : I vonld not have given 
it to jon if l bad not taated it : we are never qnite 
wfe onr enemies. 

My dear Tersitza ! it was not very 
polite in yon to ofibr me the milk before yon bad 
presented tbe wine! to our guest. 

; Tdtnika ^de to OdyMeue). Alas ! I know it 
I can not be polite to him, though I wish it above 
•11 thingt, and think of nothing but of my fbilnre 
In it What an efilbct has a stranger in making 
one mde and unseemly! You never told me I 
w»a so before. 

Odysseus. I never remarked it but in this bne 
Imdanoe. 

TetnUita. Oh ! how badly do you see, my bro- 
dber I or how kind you are ! 

Come along with me, child 1 
Ti^wny 1 I return to thee wW I find that 
women have taken their proper places of xea^ 
and want nothing. 

Ter^fUxa, Brothel 

Odyemu* Whatierouldst thou have 1 

Tersitoa, I would ask something. 

Ody$9tu9» Be discreet, Tevsital Diiercetl 
thou art always. Speak at once : IgiBBt H 
TAilga, Grant what ) 

OdymuM, 4^hat you would ai^ 

Tersitza, l6o you really %ow command that 
noble youthi ^ 

Ody^eeus. Is that all I 
Termitza. Tell me, tell me I Do toll me I 
Odysseus. Yes, my love 1 He haa declared his 
resolution to obey my orders. 

Terwtaa, Oh I do oommand him then never 
more to ride between me and the edge of a pre- 
cipice . . so terribly high, a brook seems only a 
vine-tendril fiom it, and a fountain a glossy 
leaf : where the path is not level enoui^ for any 
hut the fiattest stones to lie upon it (rounder would 
roll ofi^, nor broad enough for the aiiicat-footed 
beast to walk safoly, though quite alone. 

Odytaem. Thoughtleii young maul iriiy did 
boride there! 

TeraUm, I adied him noysdf the aamo quca* 
ihm : he said he rode there to admire the magni- 
fioenoeoftheview. * 

Surely to look down on the peaks of rocka and 
the summito of pines, it not so pleasant as to lie 
back and see them one above another, from a 
tufted knoll of solid serpolet^ where tLe lavender 
round about it does not pt A onrdugs, because 
the roe haa lain down and slept on it and broken 
its brittle stalks. ^ 

Tell hifo this : remind him the vexy first time 
you ride or walk together : and before you have 
g«me for. He ia seven yean older than I am, or 
1 ^ at the least, and is not half so oonsiderate and 
wise in many things. 

Oc^aseus. I will apeak to him now . . 
fmitxa* Aside then . . for he would be ai^ 
if he thought I said anything about him. 
pdy&mm* I will call him then aside. 

SjVfutfoa.' Let me go quite away first. * 

Odipieeus. Trelawny I my presenoe ia lequiaite , 


on the eastern coast. The Pasha of Kegropw 
has threatened that, unless I lay down my arms 
he will bring luch a force against me as shall 
crush me instantly. 

Trelawny, Thmts are usefol only to tbe 
threatened : the wise man has no will for them, 
and the strong man no occasion. 

Odyaaeus. Rightly spoken. Our enemy is only 
our senrinel when he challenges as the pasha doe^ 

I depart this night. 

To thy science I commit the fortification of the 
cavern, to thy courage its defence. Whatever else 
is dear to me in the world I entrust to thee with 
the same confidence. Not last in. the predouff 
charge is thy own good name. 

Andrltco. the father of Odyiaeas, wm the chief of t 
Tillage called Maieno. in Roumely, on the channel of 
Talanda. His property consisted of sheep and goats, and 
he led a wandering life, on tbe plains in Mrinter, on the 
mountains in summer, principally those of Ptson and 
Famasiiu. When he was about twenty years of age, a 
party of Turks haring insulted the finales of his family, 
a fray cnaued : he drove them from his house with slaugh- 
ter, eet It on flr^ and took refuge In the mountains. From 
that moment be beoame an outlaw, and Joined a body of 
Klepta, then on Pamassua He was distinguished for 
■igaoity, courage, strength, and activity : qualities which 
his son Odysseus inherited without diminution. Tradition 
and Kleptic songs have preserved many extraordinary tales 
of his prowess. Certain it is, be soon became oiiieftain of 
all the Kiepts in Roumely, and raised a regular tribute, on 
the whole territory that extends from the gates of Athens 
to those of Yannina. 

The power of the most ancient sovran families had a 
similar beginning- 

His troops amounted to two thousand, scattered in small 
parties, and occupying a chain of well-fortiflcd posta For 
fifteen or sixteen years he repelled all attempts to subdue 
him i and after Ali Pasha bad in vain tried every stra- 
tagem for his destruotioD, be entered into treaty with him, 
ceding to bim the government of Livadia, together with a 
pfiurt of Roumely. But his hatred of the Turks was too 
profound to be erased: security, power, dominion, vanished 
before it : and on the declaration of war by Russia, he and 
his friend Lambro Joined their forces with the Russian, ■ 
who conferred on Andritao the rank of general, and that 
of admiral on Lambro. The admiral had tbe meanr; of 
eeoaping to Russia, when the empress lost sight of power 
and glory in the lowest sensualities ; end the general, after 
many dlflloulties and dangers, reached SanU. Maura, then 
In possession of the Venetians, who, after pledging him 
their protection, gave him up to the Turk. The Russian 
court, with its usual indUTerenoe to human ■offering, fts 
usual insensibility to honour, nattot;ii2 and pereonal, and 
Its ttsoal neglect of services no longer necessary to the ac- 
complishment of its projects, forbore to Interfere t and this 
brave man, who bad resigned a prlnolpality in the hopes 
of delivering his country, died a slave in the bagnio at 
Constantinople. His son however has lived to see the 
most infamous of men, the Venetian senate, reduced to the 
same condition. May they never emerge from it ! neither 
they nor their descendants I 

Andritao left a beautiful widow, then only fifteen yean 
of age, with an only son, Odyal|||g, bom at Prwrisa. AU 
Pasha did not visit the offbnces of the father on his 
family. On tbe contrary, he took thmi instantly under 
bis protection ; and when Odysseus was twelve years old, 
made him biapipe-bearer, an offioeof trust, confidence, and 
distinctlOfi. He rose rapidly in preferment, by his fidelity 
and courage, by his drill and enterprise ; and at eighteen. 
All oonferred on himr the government which his father had 
holden, and which he himself retained till his death, 
excepting the short intenal between the fall of AH aa# 
the Graak revdltttion. Odysseus never dese n iu m aaiy 
a a 
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e»U‘^ltyhte€»)TlyfHondRnd patron, lunr relaxed in bio 
tflbrte to extrloile him from tbe perUs of hia aituatloa, | 
but boldly broke through the blockade, ''and entered the 
ior tr ea a in person, with proriaionB and reinforoenienta. On 
fte efcpttniRtimi, he retired to Ithaca. Here a deputation 
waa>«ont to him, hailing him as the deaoendant of their 
ancient king, and propoaiag to him tn their enthusiasm 
the means of recovering his inheritanoe. Early intima- 
tion woHffiven him, in this island, of the meditated insur* 
reotion of the Greeks. He lauded in the gulf of Corinth, 
and, hastening to the mountains of Parnassus, raised the 
largest force that appeared in one body on any part of 
Greece, amounting to five thimsand men, most whom 
had fought under iiim for All Pashiu To quiet their 
cmisoienocfl for acting against Mahometans, they were en- 
4 ;;ouraged m the belief that lie came to avenge the death 
of their old master': which among the Roumcliois and 
Albanians is considered a sacred duty. These, the first 
raised and the best disciplined troops in Greece, were slain 
for the most-part in the several hard and unequal liattlet | 
of the first two campaigns ; and it hud bocouie expedient 
to prepare some certain place of refuge for those who were 
remaining. Odysseus then fortified the groat cavern in 
Parnassus. To this place he removed his wife Helena, hla 
mother Acriv6, his sister Tersitxa, and her little brother, 
committing to the courage and honour of Trolawny this 
sacred charge. Those who dreaded the establishment of a 
firm and orderly government, p<iurcd gold into the htuids 
of Goures. This loader had been pipe-bearer ten years to 
Odysseus, had been entrusted by him with the government 
of Athens, had been saved by him from the death-warrant 
of All ; and now ho hired ruffians and traitors to strangle 
him iu his sleep. Odysseus perisliod in the Acropolis. One 
Wliltcombe, an EngliHliman, aimed likewise at the life of 
Treliiwny, and wounded him with a pistol from behind. 
After two months of excruciating pain, his wounds growing 
daily wor8<\ he left the cavern, appointing a Hungoriao, 
by name Camerone, to the chief (stmmand. Second to 
him was a Turk : so that, if he were removed by assassina- 
tion, the crime w<Mild be fruitless to the perpetrator. After 
Kovoii montliH Camerone was murdered ; and the Turk, ae 


was intended, admitted Into the fortress Ms own i 
men, rather than the perfidious Gouras, who had elreadJT 
seised on the government of his benefactor. 

Odysseus left one son, named Leonidas, horuln PifliaMii, 
a short time before his father’s death. . * 

By th(tBe who knew and lived with this ofaleftotii* M is 
represented as a man incomparably good in all tho nkb> 
tions of social and private life. He was ardent, tad yet 
patient : he was confident in himself, yet modaat toward 
; everyone ; venturing on such enterprises as aaamad tai- 
possibtj to acconiplisb, imd aooompli^isg them hafors Cbi 
wonder at the undertaking had subsided. Appaorini In 
different parts of Greece at nearly the same lnstaat» and 
spreading the report by his emissaries that he was threaten- 
ing^, be positions he perhaps bad left behind them, hie 
intentions and movements were unknown and unsuspeotad. 
Hence with five thousand men he slow twenty thousand ef 
the enemy, and allowed them no leisure to fortify eitlas or 
throw up entrenchments. 

Entbuslastio and devoted In friendriiip, ha thought other 
men sincere as himself, if they ever had'sworn it, ignorant 
that these atone are dangerous. He had Indeed soma 
reason to expect, that ten years of kindness and of 
fidenoc, ten years laden with benefits, that rank, dignify, 
power, wealth, conferred by him on Gouras, would have 
ensured bis fidelity to the last. Alt Tebele the most 
vigilant, acute, intuitive, intelligeni., among the polltioal 
men of our age (excepting the Ali of Egypt), warned him 
in vain aguinst this villain, after he bad pleaded for his life 
and bad obtained his suit. * 7^e day wilt come, Odyeteue f 
whm thou wilt with thy plea had been reacted, Inteneible 
ae he is to kindness and impatient of hen(^U» kiM will he 
bear to owe his life to thee f Never trust l^ttn dfter this.* 

By the machinations uY Gouras fell the greatest captain 
of his country, at a time when Eubasa was listening to his 
counsels, and about to rise from her subjection. The blow 
by which he fell paralysed the arm of Froedom, and struck 
off tbe head from tbe body of Greece, ifeaving only a few 
places in the Peloponnese, inhabited by a people of untried 
oourage and doubtful faith. 


CHAUCER, BOCCAQCIO, AND PETRABCA. 


Fetrarca. You have kept your promise like an 
^iiglighnian, Scr* Gcoflreddo : welcome to Arezzo, 
'his goiitleinau is Messer Giovanni Bocoaecio, of 
rhose unfinished Jhcauieron, which I opened to 
yon in manuscript, you expressed your admiration 
when v/e met at Florence in the spring. 

Boccaccio. 1 was then at Certaldo, my natiye 
)>Iaco, filling up my stories^ and have only to 
regret that ray acquaintance with one so friendly 
and partial to me has been formed so late. 

, How did Home answer your expectation, sirl 

Chancer. I had passed through Pisa ; of which 
city the Campo Santo, now nearly finished, after 
naif a century from its foundation, and the noble 
street along the Arno,*!* are incomparably more 
beautiful than anything in Borne. 

Fetrarca. That is true. I have heard, however, 
some of your countrv- ran declare that Oxford is 
equal to Pisa, in the solidity, extent^ and costli- 
ness of its structures. 

* Ser is commonly used by Boooaoolo and for 

Messer, 

t The Corao in Rome to now mncAi liner. P. Irfiopold 
dismantled the walls of Pton, and demolished more 
fifty towers and turrets. Every year castellated 
ace moderaisod in Italjr, 


Chaucer, Oxford is the most beautiful of our 
cities : it would be a very fine one if there were no 
houses in it 

Fetrarca. How is that^ 

Chaucer, The lath-and-plaster white-washed 
houses look despicably mean under the colleges. 

Boccaccio. Few see anything in the same point 
of view. It Vould gratify me highly, if yon would 
tell me with all the frankness of your character 
and your country, what struck you most in * like 
capital of the worldi as the vilest slaves in it call 
their great open cloaca. 

Chaucer, f fter the remaing of antiqnify, I know 
not whether anything struck me more forcibly 
than the superiority of OlJ* Engllah ohnrehes and 
monasteries. 

Boccaccio. I do not wonder that yours should 
be richer and better built, although I never hfiard 
before that they are : for the money that is col- 
lected in Homo or elsewhere, by the is 

employed for the most part in the aggiandisenunDit 
of their fhmilies. Messer Frsnoeeoo, althoagh he 
wears the habit of a churchman, speaks plainlieg 
on these subjects than a simple aecnlar, aft I am^ 
dares to do. 

Fdrarca^ We may however I trust, ytdKSt the 
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and vatiety of our ocenexy to that of moat 
la the world. Tuscany is less diversified^ and, 
excepting the mountains above CamaldoU and 
Lavema, less sublime, than many other parts of 
Italy ; yet where does Nature smile with more 
contented gaiety than in the vicinity of Florence! 
Great part of our sea-coast along the Mediterra^ 
nean is uninteresting ; yet it is beautifhl in its 
whole extent from France to Massa. Afterward 
there is not a single point of attraction till you 
arrive at Terracina. The greater part of the way 
round the peninsula, from Terracina to Pesaro, 
has its charges of c^rms ; thenceforward *all is 
fiat again. 

Boccaccio. We can not travel in the most pictu- 
resque and romantic regions of onr Italy, from 
the deficiency of civilisation in the people. 

Chcmcer. Yet, Messer Giovanni, I never jour- 
jneyed so far through so onchanting a scenery as 
there is almost the whole of the way from Arezzo 
to Rome, particujarly round Temi and Naml and 
Perugia. • • 

Our master Virgil speaks of dreams that swarm 
upon the braaiches of one solitaiy elm. In this i 
country more than dreams swarm upon every I 
sprSy ^d leaf ; and every murmur of wood or 
water comis from and brings with it inspiration. 
Never shalf I forgot the hbur when my whole soul 
was carried away from me by th^cat-aract of Temi, 
and when all things existing were lost to me in 
its 8tupendo»8 waters. The majestic woods that 
bowed their heads before it ; the sun that was 
veiling his glory in mild translucent clouds over 
the furthest course of tlfe river ; the moon, that 
suspended her orb in the very centre of it ; seemed 
ministoring Powers, themselves in undiminished ! 
admiration of the marvel they had been looking j 
on through unnumbered ages. What are the 
works of man in comparison with thisl What 
indeed, are the other works of Nature? 

Petrarca. Ser Giovanni I this, which appears 
too great even for Ntture, was not too great for 
man. Our ancestors achieved it. Curius Den- 
tatus, in his consulate, forbade the waters of the 
Velinus to inundate so beautiful a valldy, and 
threw them down this precipice *nto the Nar. 
When the traces of all their other victories, all 
their other labours, shall have disappeared, this 
work of the earlier and the better Romans shall 
continue to perform its shall produce its 
ftiU effect, and shall astok-oh tho^beholder as it 
astonished him at its first completion. 

Ohmucer. I was noiftbrgetfiil that we heard the 
story from our guide : but I thought him a 
boaster : and now for the first time T learn that 
any great power hath been exerted for any great 
good. Roads were levelled for aggression, and 
vast edifices were constructed either for pride or 
policy, to commemorate some victory, to reward 
the Gk>dg for giving it, or to keep them in the^same 
temper. There is nothing of which men appear 
to have been in such perpetual apprehension, as 
the inconstancy of the deities they worship. * 

Many thanks, Ber Francesco, for remincRng me 


of what the guide asserted, and for teaching me 
the truth. I thought the M of the Velinus not 
only the worV of Nature, but the most beautiful 
she had over made on earth. My prevention, in 
regard to the country about Rome, was almost as 
great, and almost as uiyust to Nature, from what 
I had heard of it both at home and abroad. In 
the approach to the eternal city, she seems to 
have surrendered much of her wildness, and to 
have assumed all her stateliness and sedateness, 
all her awfulness and severity. The vast plain 
toward the sea abases the soul together with it ; 
while the hills on the left, chiefly those of Tusculum 
and of Tibur, overshadow and almost overwhelm 
it with obscure remembrances, some of them de- 
scending from the heroic ages, others from an age 
more miraculous than the heroic, the Herculean 
infancy of immortal Rome. Soracte comes boldly 
forwaii, and stands alone. Round about, on cveiy 
side/ we behold an infinity of baronfal castles, 
many moated and flanked with towers and bas- 
tions ; many following the direction of the preci- 
pitous hills, of which they cover the whole summit. 
Tracts of laud, where formerly stood entire 
nations, are now the property of some rude baron, 
descendant of a murclerer too formidable for 
punishment, or of a robber too rich for it : and 
the ruins of cities, which had sunk in luxury when 
England was one wide forest, are carted off by a 
herd of slaves and buffaloes, to patch up the 
I crevices of a fort or dungeon. 

Boccaccio. Messer Francesco groans upon this, 
and wipes his brow. 

Petrarca Indeed I do. 

Three years ago my fancy and hopes 
inflamed by what I believed to be the proximity 
of regeneration. •Cola Rienzi might l^ve esta- 
blished good and equitable laws : even the Papacy, 
firom hatred of the barons, would have counte* 
nanced the enaction of them, hoping at some 
future time to pervert and subjugate the people as 
before. The vanity of this tribune, who corre- 
sponded with kings and emperors, a,iiu fo'-ind them 
pliable and ductile, was not only the ruin of him- 
self and of the government he had founded, but 
threw down, beyond the chance of retrieving it, 
the Roman name. 

Let us converse no :r: :re about it. I did my 
duty ; yet our feilure afflicts me, and will afllict 
me until my death. Jubilees, and other such 
mummeries, are deemed abun^nt compenaatiaiL 
for lost dignity, lost power and empire, lost free- 
dom and independence. We who had any hand 
in raising up our country from her abject state, 
are looked on with jealousy by those wretches to 
whom cowardice and flight alone givef tlie titles 
and rewards of loyalty ; with sneers and scorn by 
those who share among themselves the emolu- 
ments of office ; and, lest consolation be altogether 
wanting, with somewhat of well-meaning compas- 
sion, as weak misguided visionaries, by quiet good 
creatures who would have beslavered and adored 
us if we had succeeded. 

The nation that loses her liberty i? not aw are 

n p 2 
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of lior xniRfortune at the time, any more than the 
patient is who receives a paralytic stroke. He 
who first tells either of them what Las happened, 
is repulsed as a Blmpleton or a churl. 

Boccaccio When Messer Francesco talks about 
liberty, he talks loud. Let ns walk away from 
the green/ into the cathedral, which the congre- 
gation is leaving. 

Petrarca. Come now, Giovanni, tell us some 
affecting stoiy, suitable to the gloominess of the 
place. 

Boccaccio, If Ser Geoffreddo felt in honest truth 
any pleasure at reading my Decameron, he owes 
me a tithe at least of the stories it contains : for I 
shall not be so courteous as to tell him that one 
of his invention is worth ten of mine, until I have 
had all his ten from him : if not now, another day. 

Chaucer. Let life be spared to me, and I will 
carry the tithe in triumph through my country, 
much as may be shed of the heavier and riper 
grain by the conveyance and the handling of it. 
And 1 will attempt to show Englishmen what 
Italians are; how much deeper in thought, in- 
tenser in feeling, and richer in imagination, than 
jver formerly : and I will try whether we can not 
raise poetry under our fogs, and merriment 
among our marshes. Wo must at first throw 
some litter about it, which those who come after 
us may remove. 

Petrarca. Do not threaten, Ser Geoffreddo I 
Englishmen act. 

Boccaccio. Messer Francesco is grown melan- 
choly at the spectre of the tribune. Rcl,! ,. ic us 
some amusing tale, cither of court or wai'. 

Chancer, It would ill become me, signors, to 
refuse what I can offer : and truly I am loth to be 
silent, when a fair occasion is before me of advert- 
ing to those of my cmmtrymenVho fought in the 
battle of Cressy, as did one or two or more of the 
persons that are the subjects of my narrative. 

Boccaccio. Enormous and horrible as was the 
slaughter of the French in that fight, and hateful 
as is war altogether to you and me, Francesco ! I 
do expect from the countenance of Ser Geoffreddo, 
that he will rather make us merry than sad. 

Chaucer. I hope I may, the stoiy not wholly 
nor principally relating to the battle. 

Sir Magnus Lucy is a knight of ample posses- 
sions, and of no obscure family, in the shire of 
Warwick, one of our inland provinces. He was 
left in his cliildhood under the guardianship of 
a mother, who loved him more fondly than dis- 
creetly. Beside which disadvantage, there was 
always wanting in his family the nerve or fluid, 
or whatever else it may be, on which the intellec- 
tual pow^ are nourisk^ed and put in motion. 
The good lady J oan w6uld never let him enter the 
lists at jousts and tournaments, to which indeed 
he showed small inclination, nor would she encou- 
rage him to practise or learn any martial exercise. 
He was excused from the wars under the plea that 
he was subject to epilepsy ; somewhat of whioh 

* The CHthedj'Si of Areuo stands on a green, in wbioh 
are pleasant walks commanding an extensive view. 


I fit or another had befimen him in his addesoenoe^ 
from having eaten too freely of a cold swan, after 
dinner. To render him justice; he had given once 
an indication of courage. A fiirmer’s son upon 
his estate, a few years younger than himself, had 
become a good player at quarter-staff, and was 
invited to Charlecote, the residence of the Lucys, 
to exhibit his address in this useful and manly 
sport. Jhe lad was then about sixteen years old, or 
rather more; and another of the same parish, and 
I about the same standing, was appointed his anta> 

I gonisL The sight animated Sir Magnus ; who, 
seeing the game over and both combatants out of 
breath, called out to Peter Crosby the conqueror, 
and declared his readiness to engage with him, onf 
these conditions. First, that he should have a 
helmet on his head with a cushion over it, both 
of which he sent for ere he made the proposal, and 
both of which were already brought to him, the 
one from a buck’s horn in the hall, the other from* 
his mother’s chair in the parlour : secondly, that 
his visor should be down : thirdly, that Peter 
should never aim at his body or arms : fourthly 
and lastly, for he would not be too particular, that, 
instead of a cudgel, ho should use a bulrush, en- 
wrapt in the under coat he had taken off; •lest 
anything venomous should be stickinSitto it? as his 
mother said there might be, from flhe spittle or 
spawn of toads, evets, water-snakes, and adders. 

Peter scraped *back his right foot, leaned for- 
ward, and laid his hooked fingers on his brow, 
not without scratching it . . the multiform signi- 
fication of humble compliance in our conntiy. 
John Crosby, the father of Peter, was a merry 
jocose old man, not a little propense to the mis- 
chievous. He had about him a powder of a ster- 
nutatoiy quality, whether in preparation for some 
trick among his boon companions, or useful in 
the catching of chnb and bream, as many sus- 
pected, is indifferent to my stoiy. This powder 
he inserted in the head of the bulrush, which he 
pretended to soften and tr cleanse by rubbing, 
while he instructed his lad in the use and appli- 
cation of it. Peter learned the lesson so well, and 
delivered it so skilfully, that at the very first blow 
the powder went into the aperture of the visor, 
and not only operated on the nostrils, but equally 
on the two spherical, homy, fish-like eyes above 
it. Sir Magnus wailed aloud, dropped his cudgel, 
tore with great effort (for it was well fastened) 
the pillow from his helmet, and implored the at- 
tendants to unbrace him, crying, “ 0 Jeau ! Jesu ! 
I am in the agonies of deatt : receive my spirit ! " 
John Crosby kicked the ancle of the fanner who 
sat next him on the turf, and whispered, ** He 
must find it first.” 

The mischief was attributed to the light and 
downy particles of the balrush, detached by the 
unlucky blow ; and John, springing up when he 
had ipotren the words, and seizing It from the 
hand of liis son, laid it lustily about his sfaNmlders, 
until it |b11 in dust on every side, crying, ^'Scape- 
grace! |cape-grace! bom to break thy fathers 
heart in^splinters 1 Is it thus thou beginnest thy 
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wnrioe to so brave and generous a master? Out 
nfrnj sight!** 

Never was the trick divulged by the friends of 
Peter until after his death, which happened lately 
at the battle of Creasy. While Peter was fighting 
for his king and country. Sir Magnus resolved to 
display his wealth and splendour in his native 
land. He had heard of princes and other great 
men travelling in disguise, and under n|mes not 
belonging to Uxem. This is easy of imitation : he 
resolved to tiy it : although at first a qualm of 
conscience came over him on the part of the 
Christian name which his godfathers and god- 
mothers had given him, but which however was 
BO distinguishing, that he determined to lay it 
aside, first asking" leave of three saints, paying 
three groats into the alms-box, saying twelve pater- 
nosters within the hour, and making the priest of 
the parish drunk at supper. He now gave it out 
• by sound of hom, that he should leave Charlecote, 
and travel incognUo through several parts of Eng- 
land. For thi^urposc he locked up the liveries 
of his valets, and borrowed for them from his 
tenants the^dress of yeomanry. Three grooms 
rode forward in buff habiliments, with three led 
hofses well caparisoned. Before noon he reached 
a smtlll .t^Vn called Henley in Arden, as his host 
at the inn4oor told him, adding, when the knight 
dismounted, that there were scholars who had* 
argued in his hearing, whether the name of Arden 
were derive^ from another forest so called in Ger- 
many, or from a puissant family which bore it, 
being carls of Warwick in the reign of Edward 
the Confessor. It is Uie opinion of the abbot of 
Tewkesbury, and likewise of my very good mas- 
ter, him of Evesham,” said the host, "that the 
Saxon earls brought over the name with them | 
from their own country, and gave it to the wildef ! 
part of their dominions in this of ours.” 

"No such family now,” cried the knight. " Wo 
have driven them out, bag and baggage, long ago, 
being braver men than they were.” 

A thought however struck him, that the vacant 
name might cover and befit him in this expedi- 
tion ; and he ordered his servants to call him Sir 
Nigel de Arden. • 

Continuing his march northward, he protested 
that nothing short of the Trent (if indeed that 
river were not a fabulous one) should stop him ; 
nay, by the rood, not eve'? the Trent itself, if 
there were any bridge ovt it s^ong enough to 
bear a horse caparisoned, or any ford which he 
could see a herd of #xen, or a score of sheep fit 
for the butcher, pass across. Early on the second 
morning he was nigh upon twenty miles from 
home, at a hamlet we call Bromwicham, where be 
two or three furnaces, and sundiy smiths, able to 
make a horse-shoe in time of need, allowing them 
drink and leisure. He commanded his steward 
to disburse unto the elder of them one pdtiny of 
lawfiil coin, advising the cunning man to look 
well and soberly at his steed’s hoofs, and at those 
of the other steeds in his company ; which being 
done, and no repairs being necessary. Sir Magnus 


then proceeded to the vicinity of another hamlet 
called Sutton Oolefield, in which country is a well* 
wooded and welbstocked chase, belong^ to mj 
dread maater the duke of Lancaster, who often 
taketh his sport thersin. Here, ux^ppily for 
the knight, were the keepers of the said chase 
hunting the red and frllow deer. The horse of 
the worshipful knight, having a great affection 
for dogs^ and inspirit^ by the prancing and 
neighing of his fellow-creatures about him, sprang 
forward, and relaxed not any great matter of hii 
mettle before he reached the next forest of Can- 
nock, where the buck that was pursued pierced 
tbip thickets and escaped 1^ enemien In th6 
village of Cannock was the knight, at his extre- 
mity, fidn to look for oUier fairieiy than that 
which is exercised by the craft in Bromwicham, 
and upon other fieah than horsefiesh, and about 
parts less horny than hoofs, however hardened be 
the same parts by untoward bumps and contu- 
sions. This farriery was applied by a skilful and 
discreet leech, while Sir Magnus opened his Tnisaal 
on bis bed in the posture of devotion, and while 
a priest, who had been called in to comfort him, 
looking for the penitential psalms of good 
king David, the only service (he assured Sir 
Magnus) that had any effect in the removal or 
alleviation of such sufferings. 

When the host at Cannock heard the nams f 
his guest, " ’Sblood ! ” cried he to his son, " rids 
over, Emanuel, to Longcroft, and inform the wor- 
shipful youths, Humphrey and Henry, that one 
of ^eir kinsmen is come over from the other side 
of Warwickshire to visit them, and has lost his 
way in the forest through a love of sport.” 

On his road into Rugoley, Emanuel met them 
together, and told them his errand. They had 
hwd the hom as they were liding out, had 
Joined the hunt, and were now returning home. 
Indignant at first that anyone should take the 
name of their fiunily, they went on asking more 
and more questions, and their anger abated as 
their curiosity increased. Having ai. abundance 
of good-humour and of joviality in their nature^ 
they agreed to act courteously, and turn the ad- 
venture into glee and Joyousnesa. So they went 
back with Emanuel to his fbther*6 at Caimook, 
and were received by the townspeople with much 
deference and respect The attendants of Sir 
Magnus observed it, and were earnest to see in 
what manner the adventure would terminate. 

"Go,” said Humphrey, "and tell your master 
Sir Nigel that^is kinsmen are come to pay their 
duty to him.** The clergyman who had been 
reading the penitential psalms, and had afterward 
said mass, opened the ^^^ber-door fi|r them, and 
conducted them to Sir Magnus. They began 
their compliments by telling him that, although 
the house at Longcroft was unworthy of their 
kinsman’s reception, in the absence of their lather 
. . . when they were interrupted by the knight, 
who cried aloud in a clear quaver, " Young gentle- 
men I I have no relative in these partj^ ; I come 
from the very end of Warwickshire. Reverend 
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•Ir prieti ! I •do piolett and vow I have no eog- 
nisanoe of these two young gentlemen.” 

As he spoke the sweat hung upoh his brow ; 
the cause of which neither the brothers nor the 
priest could interpret ; but it really was lest they 
should have come to dine with him, and perhaps 
have moreover some retinue in the yard. Dis- 
claimed so unceremoniously, Humphrey de Arden 
opened a leathern purse, and carefully took out 
his fkther’s letter. Whereat the alarm of Sir 
Magnus increased beyond measure, from the un- 
certainty of its contents, and from the certainty 
of being discovered as the usurper of a noble 
name. His terrors however were groundless : the 
letter was this. 

'' Son Humphrey, I grieve that the varlet who 
promised mo those three strong geldings, and ^ 
took monies thereupon, hath mortally disap- j 
pointed me ; for verily we have hard work here, | 
being one against seven or eight and, if matters | 
go on in this guise, 1 must e’en fight afoot, ere it 
be long; they having killed among them my 
brave old Black Jack, who had often winnowed 
them with his broken wind, which was not broken 
till they broke it. The drunken fat rogue that 
now fails me, would rather hunt on Colefield or 
(if he dare come so near to you) on Cannock, than 
lead the three good steeds in a halter up Yoxall 
Lane. Whenever yc find him, stand within law 
with him, and use whit-leather rather than Need- 
wood holly, which might provoke the judge; and 
take the tlirec hale nags, coming hither with 
them yourselves, and paying him forthwith three 
angels, due uuto him on the feast of Saint Barna- 
bas and that otlier (Saint Jude, as I am now re- 
minded), if yc have so many ; if not, mortgage a 
meadow. And let this serve a warrant from 
your loving father.f ft” 

** What is that to me '? ” cried in agony Bir 
Magnus, The priest took the letter and shook his 
head. Sir priest ! you see how it stands with 
us said the knight, Do deliver me from tlie 
lion’s den and from the young lions !” 

Friend !” said the priest gravely and sternly, 
** I know^ the mark of Sir Humj)hrey : and the 
handwriting is my own brother’s, wdio, taking 
with him in his sa.ddlc-bag a goose-pie and twelve 
strings of black pudding for Sir Tliimphrcy, left 
his cure at Tamvvorih but four months ago, and , 
joined the army in France, in order to shrive the 
wounded. It is my duty to make known unto 
^he sheriff whatever is irregular in rny parish. 
" 0 ! for the love of Christ I eay "nothing to the i 
sherifiT ! I will confess all,” exclaimed the knight, i 

The attendants and many of the customers and , 
countryfolks hitd lister ia at the door, which was | 
indeed wide-open ; and the priest being now con- 
flimed in his suspicion by the knight's offer to I 

# 0noh soon afterward was the dluptoportion of numbera ^ 
at the battle of Cressy. 

t The mark of a k^ht, instead of hia namsb W not to 
ks wondered at. Out of the thirty-six barons who sub- 
aotlM the Maicns Cbarta, three only with their 


^'eonfcBB all,’' walked riowly thvoiii^ ^em, 
mounted his palfrey, and rode over to the sheriff 
at ^kridge. The two young gentlemen were 
delighted on seelxig the eonetemation of Sir 
Magnus and his company, and enoonraged by the 
fiuniliarity of one among them, led him aside and 
said, It will be well and happy for you if you 
persuade the others of your party to return home 
speedilyr The sheriflf is a shrewd severe man, 
and will surely send every soul of you into Picardy, 
excepting such as he may gibbet on the common 
for an ensample.” 

"MEistcia!” replied the Warwickshire irag, 
** I will return among them and frighten them 
into the road : hut you two b^;ave lads shall have 
your horses, and your father his, together with 
such attendants as you little reckon on. Are ye 
for the warsl” 

'MVe were going,” said they gaily, whenever 
we could raise enough monies from our father’s* 
tenantry ; for he, much as he denires to have us 
with him, is very loth to bo badly equipped ; and 
' would peradventure see us rather slain in battle, 

! or (what he thinks worse) not in i/- at all, than 
villaiioiisly mounted.” 

‘'Will ye take met” cried the gallant yeonf.n. 

" Gladly,” answered they both together. 

Ralph Roebuck was«fche name of* this brave 
youngster; and, without another word, he mn 
among his fellows, and putting his hand above 
i his ear, as our hunters are wont, shputed aloud, 
"Who’s for hanging this fine morningl” "Ralph ! ” 
chuned they together, somewhat languidly, "what 
dost mean 1” 

" I mean,” whispered he slowly and distinctly 
to the nearest, " that the country will he up in 
half an hour; that the priest is gone for the 
'sherifiT; and that if lie went for the devil he could 
fetch him. I never knew a priest at a fault, 
whatever he winded. Whosoe’er has a horse able 
to carry him is in luck. In my mind there will 
he some heels without a f.tirrup under them, 
before to-morrow, kick as they may to find it, I 
must not however be unfaithful to my master, for 
whom I have spokeji a fair w'ord, and worn a 
smiling face, ifl my perils and tribulations, with 
these stout young gallants. Each to his own 
bit and bridle: the ibi c led chargers let no 
man touch, on his life. For the rest, I will be 
spokesman, in lack of a better. May we meet 
again in Charlojote, at least half the number wo 
set out !” 

Away they ran, saddled ttieir horses, and rode 
off’. !]^lph, who liacl lately been put in the stocks 
by his master, for drinking a cup too much and 
for singing a song by no means dissuasive of in- 
continence, now for tin; first time began to think 
of it again, and expected a like repose after less 
baiting. Vrcseiitly came up a swart, thin, fierce 
little ^nan, with four others bearing arms. He, 

I observing Rali>l), (‘' jered him to " stand,” in the 
king’s name. Ralph had been standing, and 
.Mtodfl, with his arms before him, hanging «I8 if 
i they were broken. 
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''Ttrlet and TiUainf” cried the Qnde^8heriff, 
formh was the little man^ "who art thouV* 

"Mi^it please your honour/’ answered he suh- 
missiveljj " my name is a real one and my own/ 
such as it is.” 

" And what may it be, sirrah ! ” 

" Balph Roebuck/’ 

"Bgadl” cried the little man, starting at it, 
" that too sounds like a feigned one. Ye are all 
rogues and vagrants. Where are thy fello^?” 

" I can answer only for myself, may it please 
your worship 1” said Ralph. 

" Whore is thy leader, vagabond ! ” cried^the 
magistrate, more and more indignant. 

" God knows,” answered Ralph, dolorously. 

"Has he fled with the rest of his gangl” 

"God grant he may,” ejaculated Roebuck, 
" rather than hang upon the cursed tree.” 

The under-sheriff then ordered his people to 
hold Ralph in custody, and went and saluted the 
two De Ardens, who requested that clemency 
might be shown Ho everyone implicated in an 
offence so slight. * 

"We must consider of that,” answered the 
under-sheriff. •" Edward h Brocton, the priest of 
Cannock here,*has given me this letter, which he 
swears ris ratten by his brother William, priest 
of Tamwor^, and mark^ by your worshipful 
father.” The young men bowed. Who is the 
rogue that defrauded him,” resumed the under- 
sheriff, "in the three horses, to our lord the king’s 
great detrimdht and discomfort]” 

It was not for them, they replied, to incriminate 
anyone ; nor indeed would they knowingly bring 
any man’s blood on their h ends if they could help it. 

" The impostor in the house shall be examined,” 
cried the little man, drawing his forefinger along 
his lips, for they were foamy. He went into the 
room, and found the knight m a shower of tears. 

" Call my varlets ! call my rogues ! ” cried Sir 
Magnus, wringing his hands and turning away 
his face. ^ 

" Rogues L” said the under-sheriff, " They are 
gone off, and in another county, or near upon it ; 
else would I hang them all speedily, as I will thee, 
by God’s pleasure. How many ho|;se6 hast thou 
in.the stable]” 

" Sir ! good sir ! gentle sir ! patience a little I 
let me think awhile ! ” said the knight. 

"Ay, ay, ay! let thee think forsooth,!” scom- 
frdly and canorously in;. ^eU-Bustained tenor 
byi^ed the sou of Themis. " Tftis paper hath 
told mo.” 

" Worthy sir !” saia the knight, "hear reason I 
Hear truth and righteousness and justification by 
foith ! Hear a sinner in tribulation, in the shadow 
of death!” 

"Faith! sirrah! thou art very near the sub- 
•tance, if there be any,” interposed the under- 
riieriff. ^ 

" Nay, nay ! hold ! I beseech you ! as 1 nave a 
ml to be saved”. . . 

" Pick it up then ! pack it up t 1 will give it 
• Bit when it is ready.” * 


"0 sir sheriff, sir sheriff! 1 am disposed to 
swear on the ro^, 1 am not^ and never waa» Sir 
Nigel de Ardep.” 

At these words the under-sheriff laughed 
bitterly, and said, "Nor I neither;’’ and, going 
out of the room, ordered a guard to stand at the 
door. 

Henry then took him by the arm and said 
softly, " Gildart ! do not be severe with the poor 
young man below. It is true be is in the secret, 
which he swears he will not betray if he dies for 
it ; but he promises us the three horses without 
trial or suit or trouble or delay, and hopes you 
will allow his master to leave the kingdom in 
peaefi and safety under his conduct, promising 
to serve the king, together with us, faithfully in 
his wars.” 

"We could not do better,” answered the under 
sheriff^ "if we were certain the fell6w and his 
gang would not waylay and murder you on the 
road.” 

" Never fear ! ” cried Henry. " As we shall have 
other attendants, and are neither less stroivg nor 
(I trust) less courageous than he, we will venture, 
with your leave and i)cniii8sion.” 

This Avas given in writing. The undcr-sheriff 
ordered his guards to bring doAvn the culprit, who 
came limping and very slow. 

" Pity he can not feign and counterfeit a little 
better on the spur of the occasion!” said the 
undcr-sheriff. " He well an.swer8 the description 
of fat and lazy : as for drunken, it shall not be 
to-day, on Cannock ale or Burton beer.” 

When the knight had <lescendcd the stairs, and 
saw Ralph Roebuck, he shrieked aloud with sur- 
prise and gladness, "0 thou good and faithful 
servant ! enter into the joy of thy lord !” 

, " God 8 blood !”• cried lialph. "I must enter 
then into a thing narrower than a weasel’s or a 
wasps bole. To wdiat evil have you led us]” 

" Now you can speak for me !” said the knight. 

Ralph shook his head and sighed, " It will not 
do, master ! I am resolved to keen my promise, 
which you commanded upon first, setting out, 
though it may cost ino limb or life. Master ! one 
word in your ear.” 

"No whisperings ! no connivances ! no plans 
or projects of escape!” cried 'ho guard. They 
helped Sir Magnus into Lk. sswidle with more than 
their hands and arms ; which, instead of officious- 
ness, ho thought an indignity, though it might be 
the practice of tho.se parts. The two Do Ardens 
mounted two of the richly caparisoned steeds ; the 
third was led their servant, who went home- 
ward with those also which they had ridden, for 
what was necessary, bei^ ordered to rejoin them 
at Lichfield. Ralph ll^^uck sat alert on his 
own sorrel palfr^, a quick and active one, with 
open transparent nostrils. He would, as became 
him, have kept behind his master, if the knight 
had not called him to his side, complaining that 
the length and roughness of the roads had shaken 
his saddle so as to make it uneven and uneasy. 
Many and pressing were the offers of Ralph to set 
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it right : Sir Hagniu shook his head and answered 
that ''man is bom to suffering as the sparks fly 
upward.” 

'' I could wish, sir,” said Ralphs " if it did not 
interfere with higher dispensations ”... 

“ The very word I Ralph I the very word 1 thou 
remembcrest it ) I could not bring it nicely to 
mind. Several Sundays have passed since we 
heard it. Well 1 what couldst thou wish V’ 

''That your worship had under you at this 
juncture the cushion of our late good lady Joan^ 
which might serve you now somewhat better than 
it did at the battle of the bulrush. We all serve 
Stist in our places.” 

By our lady ! Ralph t I never saw a mafl so 
much improved by his travels as thou art. What 
shall we both be ere we reach home again 1 ” 

Ralph persuaded his master how much better it 
were that his worship did not return too speedily 
among the cravens and recreants who had de- 
serted him, and who probably would be pursued ; 
and then what a shame and scandal it would be, if 
such a powerful knight as Bir Magnus should see 
them dragged from his own hall, and from under 
his own eyes to prison. If by any means it could 
be contrived to prolong the journey a few days, it 
would be a blessing ; and the De Ardens, it might 
bo hoped, would say nothing of the matter to the 
sheriff. Sir Magnus felt that his importance 
would be lowered by the seizure of his servants, 
In his presence, and under his roof ; and he had 
other reasons for wishing to ride leisurely, in 
which his more active companions little paiiici- 
pated. On their urging him to push forw^, he 
complained that his horse had been neglected, 
and had neither tasted oat nor bean, nor even 
sweet meadow-hay, at Cannock. His company 
expressed the utmost solicitudo that this neglect 
should be promptly remedied, and grieving that 
the next stage was still several miles distant^ 
offered, and at the same time exerted, their best 
services, in bringing the hungry and loitering 
steed to a trot. Sir Magnus now had his shrewd 
suspicions, he said, that the saddle had been ill 
lookc<i to, and doubted whether a nail from behind 
might not somehow have dropped lower. When 
he would have cleared up his doubts by the agency 
of his hand, again the Whip, applied to his flinch 
ing steed, disturbed the elucidation; and his 
knuckles, instead of solving the knotty poini^ 
only added to its nodosity. At last he cried, 
" Roebuck ! Roebuck ! gently, softly ! If we go 
on at this rate, in another half-hour I shall be 
black and bloody, as ever rook was that dropped 
ill-fledged from the rookery.” 

** The Lord hath well speeded our flight,” said 
Ralph rdefiting ; " be ^;iixh delivered us from our 
dnemios. What miles and miles have we travelled, 
to all appearance in a few hours ! ” 

" Not many hours indeed,” answered the knight, 
still pondering. "What is yon red spire 1” 
added he. 

'The tower of Babel,” replied Ralph 
posedly. 


" I can not well think it,” muttered Sir Magnus 
in suspense. " They would never have dared to 
rebuild it, after God’s anger thereupon.” 

It was the spire of Lichfield oath^ml. 

When they entered the city they found tkevo 
some hundred of French prisoners, taken in Gie 
late skinoijfiieB, who were chattering and UmgMng 
and boasting of their invincibility. Their sun* 
burnt fiuses, their meagre bodies, their loud crlei^ 
and tlt .3 violence our surly countiymen expressed 
at not being understood by them, although as 
natives of Lichfield they spoke such good English, 
removed in part the doubts of Sir Magnus, evon 
befojfe he heard onr host cry, " By God ! a very 
Babel !” Later in the evening came some Welsh* 
men, having passed through Shropshire and 
Chei^irewith mountain sheep, for the fiur the 
next morning. These too were unintelligible in 
their language, and different from the others. 
They quarrelled with the French for mocking 
them, as they thought. Sir Magnus expressed 
his wonder that an Englishmaii, which the host 
was, should be found in such a ffr country, among 
the heathen ; albeit some of them spoke English, 
not being able for their hearts and souls to do 
otherwise, since all the language^ in the i/j^prld 
were spoken there as a judgment on i;he ungodly. 
He confessed he had always thought ^abel was in 
another place, though fie could not put his finger 
upon it exactly.* Nothing, he added, so clearly 
proved the real fiu^t, as that the sheep themselves 
were misbegotten and blackfiiced, and several of 
them altogether tawny, like a Moor’s head he had 
seen, he told them, in the chancel-window of Saint 
Mary’s at Warwick. " Which reminds me,” said 
the pious knight, " that the hour of Angelus must 
be at hand, and, beside the usual service, 1 have 
several forms of thanksgiving to run through be- 
fore I break bread again.” 

H was allowed him to go alone upstairs fpr his 
devotions, in which, ye will have observed, he was 
veiy regular. Meanwhile j^he landlord and his 
two daughters, two buxom wenches, wpre admitted 
into the secret ; and it was agreed that at supper 
all should spe^ a jargon, by degrees more and 
more confiis^, and that at last every imaginable 
mistake should be made, in executing the orders 
of the company. The girls entered heartily into 
the device, and the rosy-faced father gave them 
hints and directions while the supper was being 
cooked. Sir Magups came down, after a time, 
covered with sVeat. He protested that the heat 
of the climate in these coiYitries was intolerable, 
particularly in his bedroom : that indeed he had 
felt it before, in the open air, but only on certain 
portions of the body, which certain stars have an 
influence upon, and not at all in the face. 

The oven had been heated just under the 
knight’s bed, in order to supply loaves for the 
farmers and drovers the following day. 

Supper was now served : bread however was 
wanting. The knight desired one of the yon^g 
woigen to him some. She locfised at hi«? in 
astonishment, shrank back, blushed, and hid her 
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fiMt In her apron. The &ther oame forwaid | sufferings and Thdons ; and when they had ended^ 
fiirioiuly^ and said many words^ or rather uttered Sir Magnus said, he seemed to hear throughomt 
many sounds^ which Sir Magnus could not nnde^ the night thc^ roaring of a deiy furnace, for all tfan 
stand He requested his attendant Balph to world like King Nebuchadnezzar's; only that 
explain. Balph made a few attempts at English, ^ful bodies, and not righteous ones, were mored 
and, failing in it, spoke very fluently another and shored backward and forward in until their 
tongue. Thefisther and his daughters stared one bones grated like iron, and until his own teeth 
another, and brought a bucket of hot water, chattered so in his head he could hear them no 
with a square of soap ; then a goose’s wing ; then longer. 

a sack of grey peas ; then a blackbird inli cage ; His conductor was careful to avoid the county 
then a must^<pot; then a handful of brown of Warwick, lest any one should recognise the 
paper; then a pair of white rabbits, hanging by knight, little as was the chance of it; for he never 
the ears. Sir Magnus now addressed the other had been further flrom home than at Warwick, 
girl. She appeared more willing to comply,^ and, and there but twice, the distance being fire good 
making a sign at her father, whose back was mil&s. On his way toward the^soast, he wondered 
turned in his anxiety to find what was called for, to find the stars so very like those at Chaflacote ; 
as if she would be k^der still when he was out of and some of them seemed to know him and wink 
the way, laid her arm across the neck of the at him. He thought indeed here were a good 
knight, and withdrew it hesitatingly and timidly, many more of them awake and stirring ; because 
^t this instant a great dog entered, allured by | he had been longer out of doors than he had ever 
the smell of the meat The knight’s lips qui- 1 been before, at night. Slowly as he would have 
vered, and the first accents he uttered audibly travelled, if he had been allowed his own v'sy, on 
and distinctly wfire . . Seeking* whom he may the sixth morning from his adventure at Cannock 
devour.” Then fidling on his knees he cried | he had come within sight of the coast. To his 
aloud, 0 Load 1 thy mercies are manifold ! I am ! questions no other answer was returned, than that 

„ I the times were unquiet ; that the roads were in- 

Tne,girl j.remhled from head to foot, ready to fested with robbers; and that the orders of a sheriff 
burst with^e laughter she was suppresmng, and were as a king’s. In the afternoon, the travellers 
kissed her father, and appeared to implore his descended the narrow holloway that leads into 
pardon. He pushed her back ajud cried, ''Away! the seaport town of Hastings. Ralph pointed at 
I saw thee 1 I saw thee with these very eyes I” some sailors who were stepping into a boat^ and 
clenching hia fist and striking his brow flranticly. cried, ** Master ! what do you think of these 
“ I saw thy shadow upon the wall No wicked- " I think. Roebuck,” answered he, after ponder- 
ness is hidden.” ing some moments, “ that they are like unto those 

The hand-writing t 1;ho hand-writing ! that who go down into the great waters.” 
was upon the wall too ! perhaps upon this veiy The De Ardens were conveying their stores and 
one,” exclaimed the conscience-stricken and aghast horses aboard, to lose no time, when Ralph whis- 
Sir Magnus. He fell on his knees, and praised Lpered in the ear of the knight, ** Sir Knight ! do 
the Lord for allowing to the host again the use of "not, for the love of Christ ! do not venture with 
his mother-tongue ; for the salvation of him a those two dare-devils any further. Let us take 
sinner ; if indeed it were not the Lord himself | only a small boat, just large enough to enter the 
who spake by the lips of his servant in the words, j Avon. There is a short cut hereabout, if we 
“ No wickedness is l^dden.’’ After a prayer, he could find it. For six pieces of gold we may 
protested tfiat, although indeed^ his heart was ! hire as many sailors to hazard th^ir liberties and 
corrupt, as all heai'ts were, the devil had failed to i lives for us, and see us safe at homo again.” 
inflame him universally. Not one^knew what he 1 '*Six pieces of gold!” repeated Sir Magune 
said. Humphrey laughed and nodded assent ; | very slowly and distinctly ; " six pieces of gold, in 
Henry offered him baked apples ; Ralph brushed I these hard times, go well-nigh to purchase an acre 
his doublet-sleeve. of pasture-land.” 

Before it was light in the morning, the horses '' True,” replied Roebuck, ** with a hundred of 
were at the door : nobody ^peared : no money sand and a thousand of sea thrown in, aa hoof and 
had been paid or dexa, ded : Nevertheless it shank to a buttock of beef.” 
seemed, an inn. They mounted; they mused; " Indeed 1” inteqected Sir Magnus. "Why, 
they feared to meet%ach other’s eyes: at last then, would not it be better to look out for some 
Ralph addressed one of the Ardens in a low such investment of said monies, and to get the 
voice, but so as to be heard master. The indentures fairly en^oss^^ forthwith V* 
two brothers tried each a mo^yllable : Ralph " Investment ! indenreSres 1 ” crieR Ralph, 
shook his head, and they looked despondently. " Master ! it is well for those who can cany by 
Attempts were ‘renewed at intervals for several land and sea such fine learned words about with 
miles ; when suddenly a distant bell was lizard, ’em, which arc enough to show a man’s gentility 
probably from the cathedral, and Humphrey cried, | all the world over.” 

" Matins ! matins !” At this moment all spoke \ It is uncertain whether Sir Magnus heard him^ 
English perfect^, and the knight uttered many j for he continued to utter and repeat the substanot 
Cnrent qjaculations. The others related tfieir { of his reflections. 
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" What a quantity of fiflhes there must bo in a 
thousand acres of deep salt water, being well 
looked to ! Rats and otters miglVi sneeze their 
hearts out before they could catch a fin, with the 
brine and foam bobbing up everlastingly and 
buffeting their whiskers : and the poachers must 
buy lime-kilns, and forests, and mines of pure 
poison, if they would make the fish drunk at the 
bottom. Furthermore, there never could be a 
lack of sand at Charlecote these twenty years to 
come, for kitchen or scullery or walk before the 
hall-windowB, or repairs of cow-house or dove-cote : 
and many a cart-load would be lying in store 
for sale.” 

There is great foresight and cleverness in all 
this,” said Italph : “ and if your worship had only 
six gold pieces in the world, no time ought to be 
lost in running with ’em seaward. But to my 
foolishness, throe for life and three for liberty 
seem reasonable enough. Pirates, and even fair- 
fighting enemies, sucli as those gentlemen over 
the way, demand for a knight’s ransom as many 
hundreds.” 

The knight drew back and hesitated. 

** Well, Sir !” said Ralph, 'Hhe business is none 
of mine. I have been let go ere now for an old | 
song wlien 1 had angered ray man : here 1 have 
angered nobody : I am safe anywhere, and wel- ! 
come in most places.” | 

I am fain to learn that old song of his,” said i 
the knight inaudibly. 1 

Roebuck continued, ''I have no hall nil.h ant- i 
lers in it ; 1 would rather eat a sucking pig than , 
a swan, and a griskin than a heron ; and J can ' 
do cither with good will about noon any day in j 
seven, bating Friday, and without, mounting up | 
three long steps that run across the room, or rest- 
ing my feet, on a dainty mat i f rushes. A goo^ 
blazing kitchen fire is enough for me. I care 
neither for bucks nor partridges. As for spiced [ 
ale at christenings and weddings, I may catch a 
draught of it when it pas.seH. Sack I have heard 
of : poor tipjde, I doubt,, that wants sweetening. 
But a horn of home-brewed beer, frothing leisurely, 
and bumraiiig lowly its contented tune, is suitable 
to my taste and condition ; and T envy not the 
great and glorious who have a goose with a capon 
in his belly on the tabic, or even a iieacoek, his 
head as good as alive, ami the proudest of his 
feathers to crown him.” 

The knight answered, ** Somehow I do not like 
to part with my gold ; I never saw any in coinage 
till last Easter :* and it seems so fresh and sun- 
shiny and pleasant, I would ke^p it to look at in 
damp weather. Pay the varlets in groats.” 

** Sir Knight !” replied Ralph, do not let them 
Bee your* store of gwipt^k, which are very handy, 
and sundry of these likewise are quite new.” 

Nobody would pay away new groats that could 
kelp it,” sighed Sir Magnus. 

* The first gold ooinoil in England came out rather more 
than a year before this time, that is in 1344 ; the quantity 
waa small, and prr»bably the circulation not rafiid nor 
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** The gold must go, and make room fbr more,** 
Bald Roebuck. The knight answered nothing; 
but turning round, lest anybody should notice 
capacious and well-stored scrip, he drew forth the 
six pieces, and, after a doubt and a trial with his 
thumb and finger, whether by reason of thair 
roughness two peradventure might not stick to- 
gether and make seven, he placed them in the 
palm of Roebuck, who took them with equal 
silencef'and less uncertainty. Great contentment 
was manifested by the worshipful knight that the 
two De Ardens had left him ; and he ate a good 
dinner, and drank a glass of Rhenish, which he 
said was “ pure sour and presently was anxious 
to go aboard the boat, if it was ready. Ralph con- 
ducted him to it and helped him in. The rowers 
for some time played their parts lustily, and then 
hoisted sail. Roebuck asked the oldest of them 
whether the wind was fair. Pas^bly,” said he ; 
"but unless wc look sharp we may be carried into 
the Low Countries.” 

" I do not sec anywhere thatwhort cut, nor that 
brook which runs into the Avofi,” said Sir Mag- 
nus. " As for the Low Countries, no fear of 
them : the water rises before us, mnd we mount 
higher and higher every moment, insomuch^that 
I begin to feel as if I were going qp in ^ swing, 
like that between the elms.” 

Presently old Ocieim exacted firom him his 
tribute, which ibc powerfullest not of knights 
only and barons, but of princes and kings must 
pay him in his own dominions, bending their 
heads and stretching oui. their arms and acknow- 
ledging his supremacy with tears and groans. He 
now fancied he bad been poisoned on shore; 
and was confirmed in his belief, when Roebuck 
hummed a tune without any word.s to it, prodigal 
and profuse as he wus of them on Ordinary occa- 
sions ; an<l when iieit.her he nor any of the sailors 
w'ould bring him suidi a trifle as water-gruel sweet- 
ened with clary wine, or camomile flowers picked 
with the dew upon them and simmered in fair 
spring water and in an earflien pan, or viper-broth 
with a spoonful of Venice -treacle m it, stirred 
with the tusk of a wild boar in the first quarter 
of the moon : the only things he asked them 
for. Soon however his pains abated ; yet he com- 
plained that his eyesight was so affected, he 
seemed to see nothing but greenish water, like 
leek-porridge, albeit by his reckoning they must 
now be near the brook. 

" Methinksi” said he, " we are running siter 
that great white ship yonder.” 

"Methinks so too,” arilwered Ralph; crying, 
"How is this]” with apparent anger, to the 
sailors. 

" It cannot be otherwise,” said one of them : 
" the boat is the brig’s own daughter : what mor- 
tal can keep them asunder] You might as well 
hope to hold tight by your teeth a two months' 
oali*from its dam.” 

" Why didst not thou see to that, Ralph ]” eried 
the knight in the bitterness of his soul. ** Always 
nfth and imprudent ! ” 
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Bfi^uck attempted to console Ids master with ] 
Ifae (fisplay of the honours that would be shown j 
liSm aboard the brig^ when his quality should be 
dlsooTored. Then, taking advantage of a shoal 
of porpoises, that rolled and darted in evexy direc- 
tl<m round the boat, he showed them to Sir Mag- 
nus^ who turned pale at seeing them so near him. 
^ Never be frightened at a parcel of bota 1” cried 
Roebuck. » 

" Bots ( what, those vast creatures 
** Ay, surely,” said one of the sailors. " The sea- 
horses void them by milHons in a moment : yon 
may sometimes see a thousand of them sticking 
ou a single hair of their tails.” ^ 

"Bo those horses come within sight then I”; 
said Sir Magnus tremulously. 

" Only when they are itchy,” answered the j 
mariner ; " and then they contrive to slip between 
a ^oat and a brig, and crack a coqple or three at a 
time of these troublesome little insects. ” 

Sir Magnus said iomething to himself about the 
wonders of the gmat deep, and praised Gk)d for 
having kept hitherto such a breed of bots out of 
his stables. H(v began to see clearly how fitted 
eveiything is to the place it occupies ; and how 
certnihly^tJnese creatures were created to be killed 
between brig! and boats. 

Meditation? must have their end, though they 
reach to Heaven. ^ 

Great as had been the consteniation of Sir 
Magnus at thewsight of the porj)oises, and at the 
probability that a hair of some stray marine horse, 
OQVOred over with them, might lie between him 
md the river; greater stiN was it, if possible, at 
approaching the brig, and dis(^erning the two De 
Ardena. "What can they want with me r cried 
he. " I am resolved not to go home with them.” 

Roebuck raised his spirits, by swearing that 
nothing of the kind should happen, while he Jiad 
a drop of blood in his veins. " Hark ! Sir Knight ! ” 
said he. " Observe how the two young gentle- 
meu are behaving.” • 

Gaily indeecl did they accost him, and impe- 
riously cried they to the crew , " Make way for 
Sir Magnus Lucy.” 

" Behold, sir, your glorious namc*hath already 
manifested itself,” said Ralph. 

A rope-ladder was let down ; and the brothers 
knelt, and inclined their bodies, and offered their 
hands to aid him in mounting. " Here are ho- 
nmm paid to my master I ' &id Roebuck exult- 
ingly. Sir Magnus himself was highly gratified 
with Ms reception, anft resolved to defer his in- 
temgatoiy on the course they seemed to be 
taking. He was startled at dinner-time when 
Ike captain with strange familiarity entitled him 
"Mr Mag.” The following words were even 
more ofibnsive ; for when the ship rolled some- 
vkat, though moderately, the trencher of Sir 
Magnus fell into his lap ; and the captain efted. 
Nay, nay. Sir Mag t aa much into gullet as 
gv^et will hold, but clap nothing below the girdle.” 
He protested he had no design to secrete afiy- 
thing. The sailors played and punned, as low 


Tucu are wont, on his family name^ and on Ms 
asking what the fellows meant by their impu- 
dence, a scholir from Oxford^, of whom he in- 
quired it, one who liked the logic of princes better 
than that of pedants, told him they wished to 
express by their words and gestures that he was, 
in the phrase of Horace, ad ungut^m factiis, 

" I do not approve of any phrases,” answered he, 
somewhat proudly, "and pray, sir, tell them so.” 

"Sir!” said Roebuck in his car, "although 
you may be somewhat disappointed in the lueasure 
of respect paid to you aboard, you will be compen- 
sated on landing.” 

Sir* Magnus thought hereby, that his tenants 
would surely bring him pullets and chinos. As 
they approached the coast, “ I told you, sir !” 
exclaimed he. " Look at the bonfire on the very 
edge of the sands ! they could not make it nearer 
you.” A fire was blazing, and there were loud 
huzzas as the ship entered the port. 

" 1 would still be incog, if possible,” said Sir 
Magnus, hollowing his <jhecks and voice, and re- 
covering to himself a great part of liis own esti- 
mation. " Give the good men this money ; and 
tell them in future not to burn a serviceable boat 
for me, in want of brushwood. I will send them 
a cart-load of it another time, on due application.” 

The people were caulking a fishing smack : they 
took the money, hooted at Sir Magnus, and turned 
again to their labour. 

After the service of the day, the king of Eng- 
land was always pleased to watch the ships (jomiug 
over, to observe the soldiers debarking, and to 
learn the names of the knights and esquires who 
successively crossed the cliaiincl. Ho happened 
to be riding at no great distance ; and ordered 
one of his attendanjs to go and bring him infor- 
mation of the ship and her passengers, particu- 
larly as he had seen some stout horses put ashore. 
This knight was an intimate friend of De Arden 
the father, and laughed heartily at the adventure, 
as related by Humphrey. He repeated it to the 
king, word for word, as nearly aB he could. 
" Marry!” said the king. " Three fat horp/'s, with 
a bean-field (I warrant) in each, arc but an in- 
adequate price for such a name. I doubt whether 
we have another among us that was in any de- 
gree noble before the NTormf'n conquest. ^Yu 
ourselves might have ailbtded three decent ones, 
in recompense for the dominion and property of 
nearly one whole county, and that county : c 
fairest in England. the boys make iiie 

knight show his^prowess, as some of his family 
have done. I observe they ride well, and have 
the prudence to exerdse their hones on their first 
debarking, lest they githr^tiff and lose their 
appetite. Tell them I shidl be glad to hear of 
them, and then to see them.” 

Sir Magnus, the moment he set foot ( u shore, 
was welcomed to land by Roebuck. " Ho, no ! 
rogue Ralph 1” said he, nodding. "I know the 
Avon when I see it Here we are . . . None of 
your mummeiy, good people,” cried he, somewhat 
angrily, when several ragged French, men, women# 
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and obildreii^ asked him for charity. " We will 
Tiaye no Babel here, by Gk)d’« blessing." 

Soon came forward two young knight^ and 
told bittt it was the king’s pleasure he should pitch 
his tent above J^u, on the right of this same river 
Brete. 

"Young tors I” cried he arrogantly, "I shall 
pitch notliiiig ; neither tent (whatever it may be) 
nor quoit nor bar. Know ye, I am Sir Ma^us 
Lucy of Charlccote.” 

The young knights, unceremoniously as he had 
treated them, bowed profoundly, and said they 
bore the king’s command, leaving the execution 
of it to his discretion. 

" The king’s,’'' repeated he. "What have I 
done ? Has that skipping squirrel of an under- 
sheriff been at the king’s ear about mel" 

They could not understand him ; and, idling 
him that it would be unbecoming in them to 
investigate his secrets, made again their obeis- 
ance, and left him. He then turned toward 
Ralph ; the polar star in every ambiguity of his 
courses. 


decrees we should render our best sertices to our 
countxy. Tour three hones followed yon Ibr UQo 
pomp ; vanily prompted yon to appear whai joa 
are not” 

* Very wrong, Ralph I" 

" And yet, Sir Magnus^ if you had not 
mitted this action, which in your pions and 
sonable humility you call very wrong, perhi^ 
thre^^ gallant youths (for Sir Magnus Lucy % 
God’s' grace sh^ be the third) had remained ik 
home in that sad idleness, which leads to an 
unprivileged and tongue-tied old-age. We am 
no^ in Fwoe " . . 

"Ralph I Ralph !" said Sir Magnus, "beserions 
still. Faith f I can hardly tell when thou art and 
when thou art not, being so unsteady a creatnie.** 
" Sir Magnus, I repeat ii^ we are now in Nor- 
mandy or Picardy, I know not rightly which, 
where the king also is, and where it would be 
unseemly if any English knight were not. Tin 
eyes of England and of France are fixed upon ua. 
Here we must all obey, the *otty as well as the 
humble.” 


"Honoured master. Sir Magnus!” answered 
Ralph, " let no strife be between us, nor ill blood, 
that alway maketh ill counsels boil uppermost in 
the pot." 

"Roebuck!" said the knight, surveying him 
with silent admiration, " now speakest thoi) 
soundly and calmly ; for thou hast taken time in 
the delivery theroot^ and communed with thyself, 
before thou didst trust the least trustworthy of 
thy members. But I do surmise from thy man- 
ner, and from the thing spoken, that thou hast 
somewhat within fhcc which thou wouldst utter 
yet." 

"Worshipful sir!" subjoined Ralph, "although 
I do not boast of ray services, ‘ as who would] ye\,, 
truth is trntli ; I have saved your noble neck 
from the gallows ; forasmuch as you took a name, 
worshipful sir! which neither king nor father 
ever gave you, and which belongcth to others 
rightfully. Now if both the name and the 
horses had been found at once upon you, a mi- 
racle only could have saved you from that bloody- 
minded under-sheriff. Providential was it for 
you, sir knight, that those two young gentle- 
men, whether in mercy they counterfeited the 
letter”. . . 

" No, no, no ! the priest’s own brother wrote it: 
the priest deposed to the handwriting.” 

" Then,” said Ralph calmly, lifting up the 


"Obey] ay, to be sure, Ralph! Thou wilt 
obey me : thou art not great enough to obey the 
king : therefore set not thy heart upon it."* 

Ralph smiled and replied, "1 ofibred my 
service to the young Dc Ardens, wliich they grfc- 
riously accepted. As however they have their 
own servants with ’em, if you, my honoured mac- 
ter, can trust me, who have mor^ than once de- 
ceived you, but never to your iiyury, I will with 
their permission continue to serve you, and that 
right faithfully. Whatever is wanting to the 
dimity of your appearance is readily purchased 
in this country, the many traffickers who 
follow the camp, and from the great abundance of 
Normandy. So numerous too are the servants 
who have lost their masters, you may find as many 
as your rank requires, or your fortune can main- 
tain. There are handier men among them than 
1 am ; and I do not ask of you any place of trust 
above my betters. Such as 1 am, eHher take me^ 
Sir Magnus, or leave me with the two brave lads." 

" Ralph !” answered the knight, " I can not do 
without thee , since I am here ; as it seems I am !" 
and he sighed. " About those servants that have 
lost their masters . . I wish thou couldst have 
held thy peace. 1 would not fain have such un- 
lucky varlets. But some of these masterly let us 
hope, may bejjfounC. Thou dost not mean th<^y 
are dead ; that is, killed I" 


palms of his hands toward Sir ^Magnus, "let us "Missing,” said Ralph, iisonsolatorily. 
praise the Lord ! ’’ "I thought so : I corrected thee at the time^ 

" Hei-day ] Ralph ! why ! art even thou grown Now my throe horses, the king being here, if 
devout] ^Yerily this^ir^ a groat mercy ; a great thou speakest truth, I can have them up byeor- 
deliverance. I doubt whether the best part of it tiorari at his Bench." 

(praised be th(^ Lord nevertheless !) be not rather " They would be apt to leap it, I trow," replied 
for thee, than for such a sinner as I am. For Ralph, " with such riders upon their baclai. Mas- 
thou hast lost no horse ; and yet art touched as if ter,sbe easy about them !" ^ ‘I « I ’ ' ’ 

thou hadst lost a stud : thou hast not suffered in " Ismael is very powerful:^* Ub]” crie 
the flesh ; and yet thy spirit is very contrite.” anywhere in reason,” said Sirf* J AIwm 
"M aster!" said Ralph, "only one thing is Do not let the story get f ' 

quite plain to me ; which is, that Almighty God counsellor, " lest we never heC^^SfiTl 
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pornise you, my worthy master^ yon shall have 
fiunael again after the ware.** 

" He will have longer teeth^ and fewer marks in 
Ais month, before that time/' said sorrowftilly Sir 
Kagnus. 

^ No bridle can hold him, when he is wilftil,’* 
replied BaJph; ''and although peradyentnre he 
might cany your Worship clean through the 
enemy, once or twice, yet Ismael is not the horse 
to be pricked and goaded by pikes and arrows, 
without rearihg and plunging, and kicking off 
hehnets by the dozen, nine eUs from the ground. 
Let those Staffordshire lads break him in 
bring him home." 

" Tell them so ! tell them so I" said Sir Magnus, 
rubbing his hands. " And find me one veiy strong 
and fleet, and very tractable, and that will do 
anything rather than plunge and rear at being 
pricked ; if such bloody times should ever come 
<hrer again in the world : for, as I nerer yet gave 
any man cause to mock at me, I will do my 
utmost to make aj^ reverent of me, jiow I am near 
the king." Thus he spoke, being at last well 
aware that he was indeed in France; although 
he was yet pefplexed in spirit in regard to Ids 
having been at Babel. 

Howdver.jBome time afterward he was likewise 
cured of thin scepticism ; ss by degrees men will 
be on such points, if they seek the truth in humi- 
lity of spirit Conversing one day with Roebuck 
on past occurrences, he said, aftm a pause, "Ralph 1 
1 have confess unto thee many thhigs, as thou 
likewise hast confessed many unto me ; the which 
manner of living and coi^pmuning was very plea- 
sant to the gentle saints Phnl and Timothy. 
And now I do indeed own that I have seen men 
in these parts beyond sea, and doubt not that 
there be likewise such mothers, who in sundry 
matters have more of worldly Imowledge than I 
have . . knowledge I speak of, not of under- 
standing. In the vanity of my heart, having at 
that time seen little, J did ixnagine and surmiBe 
that Babel lay wider of us ; albeit I could not 
upon oath or upon honour say where or where- 
about. It pleased the Lord to enlighten me by 
rigns and tokens, and not to leawe me for the 
acorn of the heathen and the derision of the un- 
godly. Had I minded his word somewhat more, 
when in my self sufficiency I thought I had 
minded little else aud knew it off-hand, I should 
have remembered that we pr« , even sabbath for 
the peace of Jerusalem, fUid of’Sion, and of 
Israel; meaning thejjjpby (as the priest admo- 
nishes the simpler of the congregation) our own 
country, albeit other names have been given in 
these latter days to divers parts thereof. By the 
aame token I might have apprehended that Babel 
lay at no vast distance." 

Roebuck listened demurely, smacking his lips 
at intervids like a carp out of pond, and looking 
grave and edified. Tired however with this geo- 
graphical discurrion, burred and briared and 
braked with homilies, he reminded his mas^ 
ti^tno time was to be lost in looking fora gallant 


steed, worthy to bear a knight of distinction. 
" My fibther," eaid he, "made a song for himself, 
in readiness at £sir or market^ when he had a 
sorry jade to dispose of 

Who aells a good xiag 
On his logs may tag 

Until his heart be weaiy. 

Who buys a good nag, 

And hath groats in his bag. 

May ride the world over full oheery.* *’ 

“ Comfortable thonghts, both of ’em ! ’’ said 
Sir Magnus. " I never sold my nags: and I have 
groats enow . . if nobody do touch the same. 
Not knowing well the forms about this country, 
and ^he day being more windy than I could wish 
it, and proposing still to remain for a while incog- 
nito, and being somewhat soiled in my apparel 
by the accidents of the voyage, and furthermore 
my eyes having been strained thereby a slight 
matter, it wonld please me. Roebuck, if thou 
wentest in search of the charger : the troublesome 
part of looking at his quarters, and handling 
him, and disbursing the moneys, I myself may, 
by Qod’a providence, bring unto good issue." 

Ralph accepted the commission, and performed 
R fiuthfully and amply. He returned with two 
powerful chargers, magnificently caparisoned, and 
told his masfer that he would grieve to the day of 
his death if he let cither of them slip through 
his fingers. Sir Magnus first asked the prices, and 
then the names of them. He was informed that 
one was called Rufus, and the other Beauclerc, 
after two great English kings. Inquiring of 
Ralph the history of these English kings, and 
whether he had ever heard of them, and on the 
confession of Ralph in the negative, he was vexed 
and discontented, and told Ralph he knew nothing. 
The owner of the foorses was very' fluent in the 
history of the two princes which nearly lost him 
his customer; for the knight shook his head, 
saying he should he sorry to mount a beast of such 
an nnlncky name as Rufas : above all, in a country 
where arrows were so rife. As for Beauclerc, he 
was unexceptionable. 

" A horse indeed!" cried Roebuck ; " in my 
mind, sir ! Ismael is not fit to hold a candle to 
him." 

" I would not say so much as that/* gravely and 
majestically replied the knight : but this Beau- 
clerc has his points, Roebuck." Sir Magnus pur- 
chased the two horses, and acquired into the 
bargain the two pages of history appertaining to 
their names ; whjch, proud as he was of display- 
ing them on all occasions, he managed less dex- 
terously. Before long he heard on every side the 
most exalted praises of Humphrey and Henry; 
and, although he was by' n*Ji means invidious, he 
attributed a large portion of the merit to Ismael, 
and appealed to Roebuck whether he did not 
once hear him say that Jacob too would show him- 
self one day or other. Stimulated by the glory 
hia horses had acquired, horses bred upon his own 
land, and by the notice they had attracted from 
our invincible Edward, under two mere stiiplingt* 
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of half his weight, he himself within a week or 
fortnight was changed in character. Sloth and 
inactivity were no longer endarable to him. He 
exercised his chargers and himself in every prac- 
tice noceasary to the military career ; and at last 
being presented to the king, Edward said to him 
that, albeit not being at Westminster, nor having 
his chancellor at hand, he could not legally 
enforce the pajTncnt of the three angels, still due 
(lie understood) as part of the purchase-money of 
sundry chargers, nevertheless ho would oblige the 
gallant knight who bought them to present him 
on duo occasion a pair of spurs for his acquit- 
tance. 

The ceremony was not performed in the ^>*3" 
sence of the king, whose affairs required him else- 
where, l)ut in the presence of his glorious son, 
afi or t,h« battle of Cressy. Here Sir Magnus was 
surrounded, and perhaps would have fallen, being 
stil I inexpert in the management of his arms, when 
suddenly a young soldier, covered with blood, 
rushed between him and his antagonist, whom he 
levelled with his battle-axe, and fell exhausted. 
Sir Magnus had received many bruises through 
his armour, and noticed but little the event ; 
many similar ones, or nearly so, having occurred 
in the course of the engagement. Soon however 
that <piurler of the field bcgfin to show its herbage 
again in larger spaces; and at. the distant som,. I 
of the French tnunpets, which was shrill, fitful, 
Jind tuneless, the Ijrokcn ranks of the enemy near 
him, waved, like a tattered banner in the wind 
and melted, and di8ap}»cared. llalph had fought. 
roKolutely at his side, and, though wmindod, w’ns 
little hurt. The knight called him alond: a1 
his voice not only Ralph <*ainc forward, hnt the 
soldier, who had preserved liis Ib’e, rolled round 
toward him. Disfigured as he ivas Avith blood 
and bruises, Ralph kmnv him ag.-un: it wa.s l\‘t,er 
Cros)»y of the bulrush. Sir Magnus did not fiml 
immediately the words he wantevl to acoost him : 
and indeed though he had become much braver, 
he had not grown inmrh mure courteous, much 
more generous, or much more humane. Tie took 
him however by the hand, thanked him for hal- 
ing saved his life, and hoped to assist in doing 
h\m the same good turn. 

Roebuck ill tbc meantime washed the several 
wounds ot his former friend and playmate, from a 
cow ’s horn containing wdne ; of which, us he had 
reserved it only against thirst in battle, few drops 
were IclY. Gashes opened from under the gore ; j 
which uuidehim wish that he hadJeft it untouched; 
and he drew in his breath, as if he felt all the pain 
be awakened. 

W ell, meant , Kalph«< ‘ but prythee give over ! ** 
said Crosby patiently. These singings in my 
bead are no merry -makingB.” 

* Master ! ... if you are there ... I would liefer 
have lain in Hampton churchyard among the | 
skittles, or as near them as might be, so as not to I 
spoil the sport : and methinks had it beon a aooie 
or two of years later, it were none the worse. 
Howsoever, God's will bo done ! Greater folks 


have been eaten here by the dogs. WeUaday; 
and what harm 1 Dogs at any time are better 
beasts than worms, and should be served fini 
They love ns, and watch us, and help ns while we 
are living ; the others don't mind ns while we tie 
good for anything. There are chaps, too, wd 
feeding in clover, who think much aa th^ do 
upon that matter. 

** Give me thy hand, Ralph ! Tell my iatlierl 
have 'done my best. If thou findest a slash or 
two athwart my back and loins, swear to him^ as 
thou safely mayest do on all the Gospels, and on 
any^bonc of any martyr, that they closed uponmO 
and gave them when I was cutting my wey 
through . . . aweary with what had been done 
already ... to lend my last service ... to oor 
worthy master.” 

Now, Messer Francesco, I may call upon yo% 
having seen yon long since throw aside yonr gra- 
vity, and at last spring up alert, as though yoti 
would mount for Picardy. 

Petr area. A right indeed hj|ye you acquired to 
call upon me, Ser GeoflFreddo; but you must 
accept from me the produce of our country. Brave 
men appear among us every age ‘almost ; yet all 
of them are apt to look to themselves ; nono will 
hazard his life for another ; none %ill trust his 
best friend. S^ueb isn our breed ; such it always 
U.I.S. In adkirK of love alone have wc as great a 
variety lia 3 'ou h\iVO, and perhaps a greater. I am 
by nature very forgetful of light occurrences^ even 
of those which much amused me at' the time; and 
if your greyhound, Messer Qeoffreddo, had not 
been lay inghia muzzle J)et ween my knees, urging 
my attention, shivering at the cold of this unmat^ 
ted juarble, and treading upon my foot in prefer- 
(moo, 1 d«.n!)t whether you would ever have heard 
from me the story’ 1 shall now relate to you. 

It ot;cun*ed the year before I left Avignon; the 
inhabitants of which city, Messer Giovanni will 
certify, are more beautiful than any others in 
France. o 

Bocca^io. I have loamt it from report, and 
, believe it -readily : so many Italians have resided 
I there so long, and the very flow^er of Italy : amor- 
i ous poets, stcat abbots, indolent priests, high-fed 
cardinals, handsome pages, gigantic halberdlen^ 
and crossbow-men for ever at the mark, 
j Fclrarm. Pisb ! pish ! let me find my way 
til rough ’em, and come to the couple I have before 
my eyes, and^jhc spuniel that was the prime mover 
ill the business. 

Tenoriii do Gisors knijw’ few things in the 
world ; and, if he had known all therein, he would 
have found nothing so valuable, in his own esti- 
mation, as himself. The ladies paid much court 
to him, and never seemed so happy as in his pre- 
sence : this disquieted him. 

Boccaccio. How the deuce ! he must have been 
a sRdnt then : which accords but little with hir 
vanity. 

PetrcurcoL Ton might mistake there, Giovanni ! 
The observation does not hold good In all i 
I can assure you. 
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fj('>'!eaoeio. Well, go on with him. 

F^trofrca, I do think, Giovanni, you tell a stoiy 
a j(reat deal more naturally ; but I will eay plainly 
what my own eyes have remarked, and ^1 let 
the peculiarities of men appear as they strike me, 
whother they are in symmetiy with our notions 
of character, or not 

CJmwc&r, The man of genius may do this : no 
other will attempt it He will discover the eiym- 
meUy, the relations, and the dependencleB,"of the 
whole : he will square the strange problematic 
circle of the human heart ^ 

Pardon my interruption ; and indulge us with 
the tale of Tenerin. 

Petrarca. He was disquieted, I repeat, by the 
gaiety and familiarity of the young women, who, 
truly to speak, betray at Avignon no rusticity of 
reserve. Educated in a house where music and 
poetry were cultivated, he had been hearing from 
his earliest days the ditties of broken hearts and 
desperation : and never had he observed that 
these invariably Vere sung under leering eyes, 
with smiles that turned every word upside-down, 
and were followed by the clinking of glasses, a 
hearty supper, and not / Beside, he was very 
hand^me ; men of this sort, although there are 
exceptrons,^rire usually cold toward the women; 
and he waj?i more displea^d that they should 
share the admiration which he thought due to 
himself exclusively, than pleased at receiving the 
larger part of theirs. 

At Avignofft, as with us, certain houses enter- 
tain certain parties. It is thought unpolite and 
inconstant over to go from one into another, I do 
not mean in the same evening, but in y(»ur life- 
time; and only the religious can do it without 
reproach. As (.»oos carry and deposit the fecun- 
dating dust of certain plants, so friars and priests 
the exhilaraliiig tales of beauty, and the hardly 
less exhilarating of frailty, covering it deeply with 
pity, and praising the mercy of tlic Lord in per- 
mitting it for an adii^onition to others. 

There are^two sisters in ou'r city (I forgot my- 
self in calling Avignon so), of whom among friends 
T may speak freely, and may even name them ; 
Cyrilla de la Haye, and Egidia. , Gyrilla, the 
younger, is said to be extremely ])eautiful : I never 
saw her, and few beside the family have seen her 
lately. She is spoken of among her female friouds 
as very lively, very modest, fond of niading and 
of music: added to whi’.^.td vantages, she is 
neiress to her uncle the Bishop of dkrpcntras, now 
invested with the purple. For her foi tunc, and 
for the care bestowed on her education, she is 
indelj^ted to her sister, who, having dccadved many 
respectable young men with hopes of marriage, 
was dierself at h»t deceived in them, and bore 
about her an Indication that deccivc^d no one. 
During the three years that her father lived after 
thni too domestic calamity, he coniined herein a 
country-house, leaving her only the liberty of a 
garden, fenced with high waUs. He died at 
Paris : and the mother, who fond!}- loved Rgi^a» 
went instantly and til>erated her, permittiug her 


I to return to Avignon, while she herself hid hei 
grief, it is said, with young Gasparin de VCEuf, in 
the villa. Egidia was resolved to cqjoy the first 
moments of freedom, and perhaps to show how 
little she cared for an unforgiving fether. No one 
however at Avignon, bey^ond the family, had yet 
heard anything of his decease. The evening of 
her liberation she walked along the banks of the 
Durance, with her favourite spaniel, which had 
become fat and unwieldy by his confinement, and 
by lying all day under the southern wall of the 
garden, and, having never been combed nor washed, 
exhibited every sign of dirtiness and decrepitude. 
To render him smarter, she adorned him again 
with" his rich silver collar, no‘»v fitting him no 
longer, and hardly by any eflbrt to be clasped 
about his voluminous neck. lie escaped from her, 
dragging Jiffccr him the scarlet ribbon, which she 
had formed into a chain, that it might appear the 
richer with its festoons about it, and that she 
might hold the last object of her love the faster. 
On the banks of the river he struggled with both 
paws to disengage the collar, and unhappily one 
of them passed through a link of I he ribbon. 
Frightened and half blind, he ran on his three 
legs he knew not whither, and tumbled through 
some low willows into the Durance. Egidia 
caught at the end of the ribbon ; and, the bank 
giving way, sbo fell with him into deep water. She 
had, the moment before, looked in vain for assist- 
ance to catch her spaniel for her, and had cast a 
reproachful glance toward the bridge, about a 
hundred paces off, on which Tenerin de Gisors was 
leaning, with his arms folded upon the battlement. 

"Now,” said he to himself, " one woman at least 
would die for me. She implored my pity before 
she committed the rash act . . as such acts are 
lucalled on other otK^aslons.” 

Without stirring a foot or unfolding an arm, he 
added pathetically from Ovid, 

Sio, ubi fata vornnt, udis abjectus in herbis, 

Ad vada Idieandri uonciuit ulbus olor. 

We will not inquire whether the r-xses are the 
j more misplaced by the poet, or were the mow 
mi8apj>lied by the reciter. Tenerin now stepped 
forward, both to preserve his conquest and add 
solemnity to his triumph. He lost however the 
opportunity of saving hir niistress, and saw her 
carried to the other side of the river by two stout 
peasants, who had been purchasing seme barrels 
in readiness for the vintage, and who placed her 
with her face downward, that the \vater might run 
out of her moutfi. He gave them a Uvre, on con- 
dition that they should declare lie alone had saved 
the lady : he then quietly walked up to his neck 
In the stream, turned baTik'again, and alisisted (or 
j nitlier followed) the youths in conveying her to 
the monastery near the city-gate. 

Here he learned, after many vain inquiries, that 
the lady was no other than the daughter of Phili 
bert de la Haye. Perpetually had he heard in 
every conversation the praises of Qyrilla , of heif 
I beauty, her temper, her reserve^ her oeoomplisli 
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meiifcb j and wliat a lucky thing for her was the mind. We are stimulated by Its wtiyify ; M 
talse step of her sister, immured for life, and we are ^eatly more pleased at surveytng it 
leaving her in sole expectation of » vast inherit- l^surely in its quiescent state, uncovei^ and 
ance. Hastening homeward, he dressed himself unsuspicious. Few however aro capable of de- 
in more gallant trim, and went forthwith to the scribing, or even of remarking it ; wdiilo strange 
Bishop of Carpentras, then at Avignon, to whom and unexpected contingencies are the commonest 
he did not find admittance, as his lordship had pedlary of the markets, and the joint patrimony 
only that morning received intelligence of his of the tapsters 

brother-in-law s decease. He expressed by letter I have drawn so largely from my brain for the 
his gratitude to DivinC Providence, for having prodnetion of a hundred stories, mahy of which I 
enabled him to rescue the loveliest of her sex from confess are witless and worthless, and many just 
the horrors of a watery grave : announced his as Ser Qeofi&eddo saw them, incomplete, that if 
rank, his fortune (not indeed to be mentioned oi my ;nemory did not come to my assistanoe, I 
thought of in coipparison with her merits),, and should be mistrustful of my imagination, 
entreated the honour of a union with her, if his Chav^. TJngratefhl man I the world nevo: 


lordship could sympathise with him in feeling thai 
such purity ought never to have been enfolded 
(might he say ill) in the arms of any man who was 
not destined to be her husband. 

Ah T’ said the bishop when he hsA perused 
the letter, the young man too well knows what 
has happened : who docs not 1 The holy Fathei 
himself hath shed paternal tears upon it. Frevi- 
dential this falling into the water I this endanger- 
ing of a sinful life ! May it awaken her remorse 
and repentance, as it hath awakened his pity and 
compassion 1 His proceeding is liberal and deli 
cate : he could not speak more passionately and 
more guardedly. He was (now I find) one of her 
early admirers. No reference to others ; no re- 
proaches. True lovo wears well. I do not like 
this matter to grow too public. I will set out for 
Carpentras in another hour, first writing a few 
lines, directing M. Tenerin to meet me at the 
palace this evening, as soon a.s may be convenient. 
We must forgive the fault of Egidia now she has 
found a good match ; and we may put on mourning 
for the father, my worthy brother-in-law, next 
week." 

Such were the cogitations and plans of the 
bishop ; and he carried them at once into execu- 
tion ; for, knowing what the frailty of human 
nature is, as if he knew it from inspiration, he had 
by no means unshaken faith in the waters of the 
Durance as restorative or conservative of chastity. 

Tenerin has been since observed to whistle 
oftener than to sing ; and when he begins to 
warble any of his amatory lays, which seldom 
happens, the words do not please him as they 
used to do, and he breaks off abruptly. A friend 
of his said to him in my presence, “Your ear, 
Tenerin, has grown fastidious, since you walked 
up to it in the water on the firslrof August." | 

Boccaccio. Francesco ! the more 1 reflect on the 1 
•toiy you have related to us, the more plainly do 
1 perceive ^w natural ‘Ih is, and this too in the ; 
very peculiarity that appeared to me at first as ; 
being the contrary. Unless we make a selection 
of Sttbjeotfl^ unless we observe tbeir heights and , 
distancei^ unless we give them their angles and j 
shades, we maj as well paint with white-wash. ! 
We do not mwt strange events, so much as those 
by which we are admitted into the recesses, or ! 
earriod on amid the operations, of the human I 


found one like it. 

Boccaccio, Are Englishmen so Asiatic in the 
profusion of compliments ? 

I know not, Francesco, whether you may deem 
this cathedral a befitting place for narratives of 
love. 

Pelrarea, No place is more Refitting ; since if 
the love be holy, no sentiment is essentially so 
divine; and if unholy, we may pray the more 
devoutly and effectually in such an audience for 
the souls of those who harboured it. Beside 
which, the coolness of the aisles and^hofr*»ll©nce, 
and their solitariness the extremity of the city, 
would check within us any motive or tendency to 
lasciviousness aiid lightness,, if the subject should 
lie that way, and if your spirits should incautiously 
follow it, my friend, Giovanni, as (pWdon ray sin- 
cerity !) they are somewhat too propenso. 

Boccaccio. My scruples are satisfied and re- 
moved. 

The air of Naples is not so inclement as that of 
our Arezzo : and there are some who will tell us, 
if we listen to them, that few places in the world 
are more favourable and conducive to amorous 
inclinations. 1 often heard it while I resided 
there ; and the pulpit gave an echo to the public 
voice. Strange then it mry appear to you, that 
jealousy should find a place in the connubial state, 
and after a year or more of marriage : neverthe- 
less, so it happened. 

The Prince’ of PoUcastro was united to a lady 
of his own rank ; and yet he could not be quite so 
happy as he should have been with her. She 
brought him a magnificent dowry ; and I never 
saw valets more covered with lace, fringes, knots, 
nd everything elsi that ought to oont^t the 
ordly heart, than I have seen behind the ehairs 
of the Prince and Princeso of PoUcastro. Alas J 
what are aU the blessings of this sublunary world, 
to the lord whose lady has thin lips ! The« prin- 
cess was very loving ; as much after the first year 
as the prince was after the first night. Evelii this 
would not content him. 

Time, Ser Geoffreddo, remembering that Love 
andCie, in some other planet, flew together, and 
neither left the other behind, is angry to be oat- 
stript by him. and challenges him to a trial ot 
spe^ every day. The tiresome dotard is always 
distanced, yet always calls hoarsely after Mm ; as 



CHAUCER, BOCCACCIO, PBTRABCA. I17 

If li6 liad ever seen Love tom back again, any answered Jacometta: "and 1 do believe in mj 
more than Love had seen him. Well, let th^m conscience he comes every night What he wants 
settle the matter between themselves. I can not imagine. He seems to stop before the 

Would you believe it i the princess could noi tuberoses and carnations on the balustrade, whe- 
make her husband in the least the fonder of hei ther to smell at them a little, or to catch the fresh 
by all her assiduities ; not even by watching him breezes from Sorrento. 1 fancied at first he might 
while he was awake, more assiduously than th be restless and unhappy (pardon me, madonna I) 
tenderest mq^her ever watched her sleeping infant, at your diflerences.’' 

Although, to vary her fascinations and enchant- " No, no,” said the princess, with a smile, I 
ments, she called him wretch and villain, he was understand what he wants : never mind ; make 


afterward as wretched and villanous as if she uevei 
had taken half the pains about him. * 

She had brought in her train a certain Jacomet- 
ta, whom she persuaded to espy his motions. H< 
was soon aware of it, and calling her to him, said^ 
** Discreet and fair Jacometta, the princess, you 
know veiy well, thinks me inattentive to her, and 
^being unable to fix on any other object of suspi 
cion, she marks out you, and boasts among her 
friends that shoihas persuaded a foolish girl to 
follow and watchsme, that she m^ at last, by tht 
temptation she throws into our way, rid herself oj 
a heku^ who jn future might give her great un- 
easiness. Certainly, if my heart could wander, 
its Vapderings would be near home. I do not 
exactly sa^ 1 should prefer you to every woman 
an earth, fcK reason and {latitude must guide my 
passion ; and, unless where I might expect to find 
attachment, I shall ever remain indifferent to per- 
sonal charm% You may relate to your mistress 
whatever you think proper of this conversation. 
If you believe a person of your own sex can be 
more attached and faithftil to you than the most 
circumspect of ours, then repeat the whole. If on 
the contrary you imagine that I can be hereafter 
of any use to you, and that it is my interest to 
keep secret any confidence with which you may 
honour me, the princess has now enabled us to 
avoid being circumvented by her. It can not 
hurt me ; you are young, unsettled, incautious, 
and unsuspicious.” • 

Jacometta* held down her head in confusion: 
the prince taking her by the hand, requested her 
not to think he was offended. He persuaded her 
to let him meet her privately, that nc might give 
her warning if anything should occur, and that, lie 
might assist her to turn aside the machinations 
of their enemy. The first time they met, nothing 
had occurred : he pressed ’ .;r liand, slipt a valu- 
able ring on one of the fih^.dft, aneVpassed. The 
second time nothing material, nothing but what 
might be warded off •.•let the worst happen, the 
ftimd who gave him information of the designs 
laid against her, would receive her. The princess 
saw with wonder and admiration the earnestness 
with which Jacometta watched for her. The 
fkithlesB man could hardly move hand or foot 
without a motion on the part of her attendant. 
She had observed him near the chamberdodi- of 
Jacometta, and laughed in her heart at the be- 
guiled deceiver. "Do you know, Jacometta, I 
myself saw him within two paces of your bid- 
room !” 

" I am quite^ confident it was he, madam !” 


no inquiries : he is little aware how we are plan- 
ning to catch him : he has seen you look after 
liinJ : he fancies that you care about him, that you 
really like him, absolutely love him . . I could 
almost laugh . . that you would (foolish manf 
foolish man ! genuine Policastro !) listen to him. 
Do you understand 

Jacoiuetta’s two ears reddened into transpa- 
rency ; and, clapping a hand on each, she cried, 
after a long sigh, “ Lord I can ho think of me ? is 
he mad ] does he take a poor girl for a princess ? 
Generally I sleep soundly ; but once or twice he 
has awakened mo, perhaps not well knowing the 
passage. But if indeed he is so very wicked as 
to design to ruin me, and, what is worse, to deceive 
the best of ladies, might it not be advisable to 
fasten in the centre and in the sides of the corri- 
dor, five, or six, or seven sharp swords, with their 
points toward whoever . 

Jacometta! do nothing violently; nothing 
rashly ; nothing without me.” 

There was only one thing that Jacometta wished 
to do without the princess ; and certainly she was 
disposed to do nothing violently or rashly ; for 
she was now completely in the interest (these holy 
walls forbid me JjO speak more explicitly) of 
Policastro. 

""We will bo a match for him,” said the princess. 

You must leave yorr room -door open to-night.” 

Jacometta fell on her knees, and declared she 
Wiis honest though poor . . an exclamation 'Vv liich 
I dare say, Messer Geoffreddo, >ou hj)ve often 
heard in Italy : it being the preface to every act 
of roguery and lubricity, unless from a knight or 
knight’s lady. The Princess of Policastro was 
ignorant of this, and so was Jp^'oruetla when she 
used it. The mistress -noisted; the attendant 
deprecated. 

"Simple child ! no earthly mischief shall befall 
you. To-night you shall sleep in my bed, and I in 
ours, awaiting the false wretch miscalled my 
husband.” • 

Satisfied with the ingenuity pf her device, the 
irincess was excessively courteous to the prince 
at dinner, and indeed thiou^hout the whole day. . 
He on his part was in transports, he said, at her 
affability and sweet amiable temper. Poor Jaco- 
metta really knew not what to do : scarcely for 
one moment could she speak to the prince, that 
he might be on his guard. 

"Do it I do it I ” said he, pressing her hand m 
she passed him. "We must submit.” 

At the proper time he went in his siippen 
the bedroom of the princess, and jntered the spi^ 
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doiii Wj irhieli, like tke domain* of the rich, 
is nevof ^nite epacion* enough for them, J acoxnetta 
wa* penmaded to utter no exolamation in the be- 
gdnnlngt and was allowed to employ whatever 
vehemenee *he pleased at a fitter moment. The 
l^eeBstOBsedabout in Jacometta’abed, inveighing 
moat fiiriously against her fidthles* husband ; her 
passionate voice was hardly in any degree sup- 
preased. Jacometta too tossed about in the prin- 
cess’s bed, and her voice laboured under little less 
suppression. At last the principal cause of vexation, 
with the jealous wife, was the unreasonable time to 
which her husban^ protracted the commission of 
his infidelity. After two hours or thereabout, she 
began to question whether he really had ever been 
unfaithful at all, began to be of opinion that there 
are malicious people in the world, and returned 
to her own chamber. She fancied she heard voices 
within, and listening attentively, distinguished 
these outcries. 

" Ko resistance, madam I An injured husband 
claims imperatively his promised bliss, denied 
him not through antipathy, not through hatred, 
not through any demerits on his part, but through 
uigust and barbarous jealousy, Eesist ! bite ! 
beat me ! ‘Tillain* . . 'ravisher* . . am 11 am 1 ! 
Excruciated as 1 am, wronged, robbed of my hap- 
piness, of my sacred conjugal rights, may the 
blessed Virgin never countenance me, never look 
on me or listen to mo, if this is not the last time I 
ask them, or if ever I accept them though offered.” 

At which, he nished indignantly from the bed, 
threw open the door, and pushing aside the 
princess, cried raving, Vile treacherous girl ! 
standing there, peeping ! half-naked ! At your 
infantine age dare you thus intrude upon the 
holy mysteries of the marriage-bed 1 ” 

Screaming out these words, he ran like one pos- 
sessed by the devil into his own room, bolted the 
door with vehemence, locked it, cursed it, slipped 
between the sheets, and slept soundly. 

The princess was astonished : she asked herself, 
why did not I do thisi why did not I do thail 
the reason was, she had learned her own part, but 
not his. Scarcely had she entered her chamber, 
v.'hcn Jacometta fell upon her neck, sobbing aloud, 
nud declaring that nothing but her providential 
presence could have saved her. She had muffled 


herself up, she said, fbldiag the b^«elbfiiek ilMi 
her double and triple, and wia several times ell 
the point of calling up the whole household in her 
extremity, strict as was her mistress** charge dpon 
her to be silent. The princess threw a shower of 
odoriferous waters over her, and took every care 
to restore her spirits and to preserve her from a 
hysteri^l fit, after such exertion and exhaustion. 
When she was rather more recoveredffkhe dropped 
on her knees before her lady, and entreated and 
implored that, on the renewal of her love in its 
pristine ardour for the prince, she never would 
tell him in any moment of tender confidence, that 
it was she who was in the bed. 

The princess was slow to give the promise ; for 
she was very conscientious. At last however she 
gave it, saying, "The prince my husband has 
taken a most awful oath, never to renew the 
moments you apprehend. Our Lady strengthen^ 
me to bear my heavy affliction ! Her divine 
grace has cured my agonised brgast of its invete- 
rate jealousy.” 

She paused for some time ; then, drying her 
tears, for she had shed several, she' invited Jaco- 
metta to sit upon the bedside with her. Jacometta 
did so ; and the princess, taking her con- 

tinued ; " I hardly knt.w what is pairing in my 
mind, Jacometta ! I found it difficult to bear an 
injury, though ab empty and unreal one ,* let me 
tiy whether the efforts I make will enable me to 
endure a misfortune . . on the faith of a woman^ 
my dear Jacometta, no unreal nor empty one. 
Policastro is young : it YO'ild be unreasonable in 
me to desire he should lead the life of an anchorite, 
and perhaps not quite reasonable in him to expect 
the miracle of my blood congealing.” 

After this narration, Messer Francesco walked 
toward the high altar and made his genuflexion : 
the same did Messer Giovanni, and, in the act of 
it, slapped Ser Geoflreddo on the shoulder, telling 
him he might dispense with the ceremony, by 
reason of his inflexible boots and t|;^e buck-skin 
paling about his loins. Ser Geofifreddo did it 
nevertheless, and with equal devotion. His two 
friends then took him between them to the house 
of Messer Francesco, where dinner had been some 
time waiting. 


ALEXANDER AND THE 

A/ttrarwfer. Like my father, as ignorant men 
called King Philip, I have at all times been the 
fHend and defender of the gods. 

* Prirst. ‘^Hitherto it was rather my belief that 
the gods may befriend and defend us mortals : 
but I am now instructed that a king of Macedon 
has taken them under his shield. Philip, if report 
be true, was less remarkable for his (ievotion. 

Alexander, He was the most religious prince of 
the age. 

Priest. On what, 0 Alexander, rests the sup- 
port of such an exalted title 1 


PRIEST of HAMMON. 

Alexander. Not only rfiil he swesr more fte- 
quently and more awfully than any officer in the 
army, or any priest in the temples, but his sacrifices 
were more numerous and more costly, , 

Priest. More costly 1 It must be either to those 
whose ruin is consummated or to those whose 
ruii^is commenced ; in other words, either to the 
vanquished, or to those whose ill-fortune is <rf 
earlier date, the bom subjects of the vanquisher. 

Alexander. He exhibited the surest and most 
manifest proof of his piety when he defeated 
(Enomarchus. general of the Phocians, who had 
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plough a piece of ground Mon^^ to 

iPtieti, Apollo might have made it ae hot work 
> Phoeiane whvt were ploughing his ground, 
ibmer^ did at Troy to thoee unruly Greeks 
i^jtodk away his priest’s daughter. He shot a 
good many mules, to show he was in earnest, and 
^KfOuld have gone on shooting both cattle bndmen 
mom he came at last to the offender. • 

AtesDO/nd&r, He instructed kings by slaying 
th4r people before their eyes : surely he would 
never set so bad an example as striking at the 
kings themselves. Philip, to demonstrate it the 
presence of all Greece his regard for Apollo of 
Delphi; slew six thousand, and threw into the sea 
three thousand, enemies of religion. 

Priest, Alexander 1 Alexander ! the enemies of’ 
religion are the cruel, and not the sufferers by 
»cruelty. Is it unpardonable in the ignorant to be 
in error about their gods when the wise are in 
doubt about theif fathers 1 

Alexander, I %m not : Philip Is not mine. 

Priest. Probable enough. 

A[?ea»?Mier.*Who then is, or ought to be, but 
Jumter himself] 

Pri^t. T^ie priests of Pella are abler to return 
an oracle that matter than we of the Oasis. 

Alexander, We have n8 oracle at Pella. 

Priest. If you had, it might dumb for once. 

Alexafider, I am losing my patience. 

Priest. I have given thee part of mine, seeing 
thee but scantily provided ; yet, if thy gestures are 
any signification, it sits but awkwardly upon thy 
shoulders. • 

Alexander. This to me ! the begotten of a god! 
the benefactor of all mankind. 

Priest. Such as Philip was to the three thou- 
sand, when he devised so magnificent a bath for 
their recreation. Plenty of pumice I rather a lack 
of napkins ! 

Alexander. No trifling ! no false wit ! 

Priest. True wit,*to every man, is that which 
falls on another. 

Alexander. To come at once to the point; I am 
ready to prove that neither Jason nor Bacchus, 
ill their memorable expeditions, did greater 
service to mankind than I have clone, and am 
about to do. 

Priest. Jason gave them an example of false- 
hood and ingratitude : ^"'•ju.cchiis made them 
drunk : thou appearest a p.^^er si«t;ccssor to these 
wcTthies. 

Alexmvder. Such tnsolence to crowned heads 1 
such levity on heroes and gods I 

Priest. Hark ye, Alexander! we priests are 
privileged. 

Alexander, I too am privileged to speak of my 
own great actions ; if not as liberator of Greece 
and consolidator of her disjointed and jarring 
interests, at least as the benefactor of Egyft and 
of Jupiter. 

Priest, Here indeed it would be unseemly to 
iatigh; for it is evident on thy royal word •that 
Jupiter is much indebted to thee ; and eiiually 


evident^ from the etme authority, that then 
wautest nothing from him but his blessing « . * 
unless it be A public acknowledgment that ha 
has been guilty of another act of bastardy, more 
becoming his black, curls than his grey decree 
pitude. 

Alexander, Amazement! to talk thus of 
Jupiter 1 

Priest, Only to those who are in his confidence: 
a mistress for instance, or a son, as thou sayest 
thou art. • 

A lexander. Yea, by my head and by my soeptie 
am I. Nothing is more certain. 

Priest. We will discourse u^on that presently. 
Alexander. Discourse upon it this instant 
Priest. How is it possible that Jupiter shofild 
be thy father, when . . 

Alexander. When what] 

Priest. Couldst not thou hear me on ] * 
Alexander. Thou askest a foolish question, 
Priest. I did not ask whether I should be ac* 
knowledged the sou of J upitor. 

Alexander. Thou indeed ! 

Priest. Yet, by the common consent of man* 
kind, lands and tenements are assigned to us, and 
wo are called divine.,'* as their children ; and there 
are some who assert that the gods themselves have 
less influence and less property on earth than we. 

A lexander. All this is well : only use your 
influence for your benefactors. 

Priest. Before we proceed any farther, tell me 
in what manner thou art or wilt ever be the 
benefactor of Egypt. . 

Alexander. The same exposition will demon* 
strate that I shall be likewise the benefactor of 
Jupiter. It is my intention to build a city, in a 
situation very advantageous for commerce ; of 
lourse the frequcliters of such a mart will con- 
tinually make offerings to Jupiter. 

Priest. For what ] 

Alexander. For prosperity. 

Priest. Alas ! Alexander, the prosperous Tuake 
few offerings; and Hermes has dexterity to 
ntercept the greater part of them, in Egypt 
there are cities enough already : I ..hould say too 
many : for men prey upon one another when they 
arc penned together close. 

Alexander. There is oher, ao glory in building 
a magnificent city ] 

Priest. Great may be the glory. 

Alexander. Here at least thou art disposed to 
do me justice. 

Priest. I ncv#r heard until this hour that among 
thy other attainments was architecture. 

Alexander. Scornful and insolent man I dost 
thou take me for an a^hitect ] 

Priest. I was about to d\) so ; and certainly not 
II scorn, but to assuage the feeling of it. 
Alexander, How] 

Priest He who devises the plan of a great city, 
of its streets, its squares, its palaces, its temples, 
must exercise much reflection and mun^? kinds of 
knowledge : and yet those whitdi strike most the 
vulgar, most even the scientific, require less care 
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less knowledge^ leas beneficeuee^ tban what are 
called the viler parts^ and aro the ^most obscure 
and unobserved ; the construction of the sewers ; 
the method of exempting the aqueducts from the 
incroachment of their impurities ; the conduct of 
canals for fresh air in every part of the house, 
attempering the summer heats ; the exclusion of 
reptiles; and even the protection from insects. 
The conveniences and comforts of life in these 
countries, depend on such matters. 

Alexaiider. Jly architect, I doubt not, has con- 
sidered them maturely. 

Priest. Who is he 1 

Alexmider. I wiH not tell thee : the whole giory 
is mine : I gave the orders, and first conceived 
the idea. 

Pries!t. A hound upon a heap of dust may dream 
of a fine city, if he has ever seen one ; and a mad- 
man in chains may dream of building it, and may 
even give directions about it. 

A texandtr. I will not bear this. 

Priest. Were it false, thou couldst bear it ; thou 
wouldst call the bearing of it magnanimity ; and 
wiser men would do the same for centuries. As 
such wisdom and such greatness are not what I 
bend my back to measure, do favour me with what 
thou wert about to say when thou begannest 
“nothing is more certain;” since I presume it 
must appertain to geometry, of which I am fond. 

Alexander. Tdid not come hither tomakefigures 
upon the sand. 

Priest. Fortunate for thee, if the figure thou 
wilt leave behind thee could be as easily wiped 
out. 

Alexander. What didst thou say? 

Priest. I was musing. 

Alexander. Even the building of cities is in thy^ 
sight neither glorious nor cornuicuduble. 

Priest. Truly, to build them io not among the 
undertakings 1 the most applaud in the powerful; , 
but to destroy them is the veiy foremost of the ^ 
excesses T abhor. All the cities of the earth 
should rise up against the man who ruins one. 
Until this sentiment is predominant, the jicaccful 
can have TK) protection, the virtuous no eiicouragc- 
mciii, the brave no countenance, the prosperous 
no security. We priests communicate one with 
another extensively ; and even in these solitudes 
thy exploits against Thehos have reached and 
shocked us. What hearts must lie in the bosoms 
of those who applaud thee for preserving the 
mansion of a deceased poet in the general ruin, 
while the relatives of the greatest patriot that ev^r 
drew breath under heaven, of the soldier at whose 
hospitable hearth thy father learned all that thou 
knowest ^nd much mouc, of Epaminoudas (dost 
thou hear mo 1), were bnmrdered or enslaved. Now 
begin the demonstration than which “ nothing is 
more certain.” 

Alexander. Nothing is more certain, or what a 
greater number of witnesses are ready to attest, 
than that my mother Olympias, who hated Philip, 
vras pregnant of me by a se]i>cnt. 

PrUeL Of what race! 


AUxarider^ Dragon. 

Priest. Thy mother Olympian hated Philip, a 
well-made man, young, courageous libidinons 
witty, prodigal of splendour, indifferent to wealth, 
the greatest captain, the most jovial companion, 
and the most potent monarch in Europe. 

Alexander. My father Philip, 1 would have thee 
to know . . 1 mean my reputed father . . was also 
the greatest politician in the world. 

Priest. This indeed I am well aware of ; but 1 
did not number it among his excellences in the 
eyes of a woman : it would have been almost the 
only Reason why she should have preferred the 
serpent, the head of the family. We live here, O 
Alexander, in solitude ; yet we are not the less 
curious, but on the contrary the more, to learn 
what passes in the world around. 

Olympias then did really fail in love with a 
serpent 1 and she was induced . . • 

Alexander. Induced ! do serpents induce people 1 
They coil and climl) and subdue* them. 

Priest. The serpent must hd/e been dexter- 
ous . . 

Alexander. No doubt he was. 

Priest. But women have such an abhorren<^ of 
serpents, that Olympias would Burely„have»rather 
run away. ^ 

Alexander. How coufcl she ? 

Priest. Or cullQd out. 

Alexander. Women never do that, lest somebody 
should hear them. • 

PHesi. All mortals seem to bear an innate anti- 
pathy to this reptile, 

Alexander. Mind ! mifid what thou sayest I Do 
not call my father a reptile. 

Priest. Even thou, with all thy fortitude, wouldst 
experience a shuddering ai; the sight of a serpent 
in thy bcd-clothes. 

Alexander. Not at all. Beside, I Jo not hesitate 
in my belief that on this occasion it was Jupiter 
himself. The priests in Macedou were unanimous 
upon it. 

Priest. When it happened ? 

Alexander. When it happened no one mentioned 
it, for fear of Philip. 

Priest. Wliat would he have done 
Alexander. lie was choleric. 

Priest. Would he have made war upon Jupiter t 
Alexander. By my soul ! I know not ; hut I 
would have done it in his place. As a son, I am 
dutiful and cfmpli&nt : as a husband and king, 
there is not a thunderbolt in heaven that should 
deter me from my rights, h 
Priest. Did any of the priesthood see the 
dragon, as he was entering or retreating from the 
chamber] 

Alexander. Many saw a great light in it. 

Priest. He would want one. 
uilexand^r. This seems like irony: sacred things 
do n^t admit it. What thousands saw, nobod^ 
should doubt. The sky opened, lightnings fiew 
athwart it, and strange voices were heard. 
f*ries!t. June’s the loudest, I suspect. 

Alexander. Being a king, and the conqueror of 
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k!ng% let me remind thee^ surely I may be treated 
here with as much deference and solemnity-as one 
priest uses toward another. 

Prkit. Oertainly with no less, 0 king I Since 
thou hast insisted that I should devise the best 
means of persuading the world of this awful verity, 
thou wilt excuse me, in thy clemency, if my re- 
marks and mterrogatories should appear prolix. 

Alexander, Bemark anything; but do ndt inter- 
rogate and press me : kings are unaccustomed to it 
. 1 will consign to thee every land from the centre 
to the extremities of Africa ; the Fortunate Isles 
will I also give to thee, adding the Hyperbofean : 

1 wish only the consent of the religious who offi- 
ciate in this temple, and their testimony to the 
world in declaration of my parentage. 

Priest. Many thanks ! we have all we want. 

Alexander. I can not think you are true priests 
Jbhen ; and if your oath on the divinity of my de- 
scent were not my object, and therefore not to be 
abandoned, 1 shotld regret that I had offered so 
much in advance, and should be provoked to 
deduct one half of the Fortunate Isles, and the 
greater part oftthe Hyperborean. 

Those are exactly the regions, 0 king, 
whicn (sur moderation would induce us to resign. 
Africa, we \now, is wortjj little : yet we are as 
well contented with the almonds, the dates, the 
melons, the figs, the fresh buttor, the stags, the 
antelopes, the kids, the tortoises, and the quails 
about us, as we should be if they were brought to 
us after fifty days’ journey through the desert. 

Alexander. Really now, is it possible that, in a 
matter so evident, youi^ oracle can find any 
obstacle or difficulty in proclaiming me what I ami 

Priest. The difficulty (slight it must bo acknow- 
ledged) is this : our Jupiter is horned. 

Al^exander. So was my father. 

Priest. The children of Jupiter love one an- 
other ; this we believe here in Lybia. 

Alexander, And rightly : no affection was ever 
BO strong as that of ^stor and Pollux. I myself 
feel a genuine love for them, and greater still for 
Hercules. 

Priest. If thou hadst a brother or ajster on earth, 
Jove-bom, thou wouldst embrace the same most 
ardently. 

Alexander. As becomes my birth and heart. 

FrUst. 0 Alexanc*orI may thy godlike race 
never degenerate ! 

Alexander, Now indeed tuS Po^^rs above do 
inspire thee. 

Priest. Jupiter, 1 affi commanded by him to 
declare, is verily thy father. 

Alexander. He owns me then I he owns me I 
What sacrifice worthy of this indulgence can 1 
offer to him 1 

Priest. An obedient mind, and a camel-load of 
nard and amomum for his altar. ^ 

Alexander. I smell here the exquisite perfume 
of benzoin. 

Prkst. Tt grows in our vicinity. The nostrils 
of Jupiter love changes : he is consistent in SU 
parts, being Jupiter. He has other sons and 
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daughters in the world, begotten by him under 
the same serpentine form, although unknown to 
common mortals. 

Alexander. Indeed! 

Priest. 1 declare it unto thee. 

Alexander. I can not doubt it then. 

Priest. Not all indeed of thy comeliness in form 
and features, but awful and m^estio. It is the 
will of Jupiter, that, like the Persian monarchs, 
whose sceptre ho hath transferred to thee, thou 
marryest thy sister. 

Alexander. Willingly. In what land upon 
earth liveth she, whom thou designest for mel 
Priest. The Destinies and Jfipiter himself have 
conducted thee, 0 Alexander, to the place Where 
thy nuptials shall be celebrated. 

Alexander, When did they so 1 
Priest. Now ; at this very hour. 

Alexander. Let me see the bride, if it be lawful 
to lift up her veil. 

Priest. Follow me. 

Alexander. The steps of this cavom are dark 
and slippery ; but it terminates, no doubt, like 
the Eleusinian, in pure light and refreshing 
shades. 

Priest. Wait here an instant: it will grow 
lighter. 

What do I see yonder] 

Priest. Where] 

Alexander. Close under the wall, rising and 
lowering, regularly and slowly, like a long weed 
on a quiet river, when a fragment hath dropped 
into it from the bank above. 

Priest. Thou descriest, 0 Alexander, the daugh- 
ter of Jupiter, the watchful virgin, the preserver 
of our treasures. Without her they might be 
4jarried away by the wanderers of the desert; 
but they fear, as they should do, the daughter of 
Jupiter. 

Alexander. Hell and Furies ! what hast thou 
been saying] I heard little of it. liaughtei of 
Jupiter ! 

Priest. Hast thou any fancy for the silent and 
shy maiden ] 1 will leave you together , . . 
Alexander. Orcus and Erebus i 
Priest. Be discreet ! Restrain your raptures 
until the rites are celebrated, 

Alexander. Rites ! Infernal pest I O horror I 
abomination f A vast panting snake ! 

Priest. Say ‘^dragont* 0 king ! and beware how 
thou callest horrid and abominable, the truly be- 
gotten of our lord thy father. 

Alexander. Wfiat means this ] inhuman traitor! 
Open the door again : lead me back. Are my 
conquests to terminate in the jaws of a reptile 1 
Priest. Do the king^of , Macedou call their 
sisters such names I 
Alexander. Let me out, I say ! 

Priest. Inconstant man ! I doubt even whether 
the marriage hath been oonsummated. Dost 
I thou question her worthiness ] prove her, prove 
I her. Wo have certain signs and manifestations 
'that Jupiter begat this powerful creature, thy 
elder sister Her mother hid her shame and con* 
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fbdon in t&e de^t, trhere she still vanden^ and Alexwnder. If sttoh is iny 
looks with an evil eye oa everything ?n the form of pothers ^ Thou wilt acknowled|||e end 
man, ^e poorest, vilest, most abject of the sex, the progeny of Jupiter 
holdeth her head no lower than she. Priest, Ay, ay. 

Alexander. Impostor ! AUxamder. People must believe It - 

Priest. Do not the s^pathies of thy heart in- Priest, The only doubt will bo amoilf ^ 

form thee that this solitary queen is of the same shrewder, whether, being so extremely old 
Uneage as thine ? having left off his pilgrimages so ma|iy yea^ li# 

Alexander. What temerity! what impudence! could l]^ve given our unworthy world ao i^irited 


what deceit I 

Priest. Temerity ! How so, Alexander ! Surely 
man can not claim too near an affinity to his 
Creator, if he will but obey him, as I know thou 
certainly wilt in th'is tender alliance. Impudence 
and deceit were thy other accusations : how little 
merited ( I only traced the collateral branches of 
the genealogical tree thou pointedst out to me. 

Alexander. Draw back the bolt : let me pass : 
stand out of my way. Thy hand upon my shoulder ! 
Were my sword beside me, this monster should 
lick thy blood. 

Priest. Patience I 0 king I The iron portal is 
in my hand : if the hinges turn, thy godhead is 
extinct. No, Alexander, no ! it must not be. 

Alexander, Lead me then forth. I swear to 
silence. 

Priest. As thou wilt. 

Alexander. I swear to friendship ; lead me but 
out again. 

Priest Come ; although I am much interested 
in the happiness of his two children whom I 
serve . . . 

Alexander. Persecute me no longer; in the 
name of Jupiter I 

Priest. I can hardly give it up. To have been 
the maker of such a match ! what felicity ! what 
glory ! Think once more upon it. There are, 
many who could measure themselves with thee, 
head to head ; let me see the man who will do it 
with your child at the end of the year, if thou 
embracest with good heart and desirable success 
this daughter of deity. 

Ahxander. Enough, ray friend 1 I have de- 
served it ; bnt we must deceive men, or they will 
either hate us or despise us. 

I'riest Now thou talkest reasonably. I here 
pronounce thy divorce. Moreover, thou shalt be 
the son of Hammon in Libya, of Mithras in 
Persia, of Philip in Macedon, of Olympian Jove 
m Greece : but never for the Ifuture teach priests 
new creeds. 

Alexaivier. How my father Philip would have 
laughed over his cups at such at' story as this ! | 

Priest Alexander ! let it prove to thee thy folly. 


DON FERDINAND AND 

Ferdinand, My brother and cousin I hem ! 
bem ! Before we enter on the concerns of both 
kemisphereB . . 

Jdkn-Mary, Heyday! Do not, your majesty. 
Drown and etainp, crumpling and tearing and 
biting the paper : it may be a document. 


an ofispring as thou art. 

Come and sacrifice. 

Alexander. Priest I I see thou art a man of 
course : henceforward we are in confidence. Take 
mine with my hand : give me thiner. Confess to 
me, as the first proof of it, didst thou never shrink 
back from so voracious and intractable a monster 
as that accursed snake ? 

Priest We caught her young, and fbd her on 
goat’s milk, as our Jupiter himself was fed in the, 
caverns of Crete. 

Alexander. Your Jupiter! was another. 

Priest. Some people say so : bdu the same cradle 
serves for the whole family, the same story will 
do for them all. As for fearing tkis young per- 
sonage in the treasury-vault, we fear her no more, 
son Alexander, than the priests of ^jigypt*4o^ his 
holiness the (Tocodile-£:od. The go^iS and their 
pedagogues arc manageable to the hand that feeds 
them. 

Alexander. Canst thou talk thusl 

Priest Of false gods, not of the tine one. 

Alexander. One! are there not many 1 Some 
dozens ] some hundreds ? 

Priest. Not in our vicinity ; praised be Ham- 
mon! And plainly to speak, there is nowhere 
another, let who will have begotten him, whether 
on cloud or meadow, feather-bed or bam-fioor, 
worth a salt locust or a last year’s date-fruit. 

These are our mysteries, if thou must needs 
know them ; and those of other priesthoods are 
the like. 

Alexander, my boy, do hot stand there, with 
thy arms folded and thy head asid^, pondering. 
Jupiter the Bam for ever ! 

Alexander,^ Glory to Jupiter the Bam ! 

Priest. Thou stoppest on a sudden thy prayers 
and praises to father Jupiter. Son Alexander ! 
art thou not satisfiedl What ails thee, drawing the 
back of thy hand across thine eyes I 

Alexander. A little dust flew into them as the 
door opened, t- ^ 

Priest. Of that dust are the sands of the desert 
and the kings of Macedonji* 


DON JOHN-MARY-LUIS. 

Ferdinand. Document! it is worse. Why 
could not the fool of a fellow write at the l^t- 
tom, or in the margin, what two hemispheree 
he meant? 1 have played him a good trick 
however. 

JohnrMary, Your mf^esty dances admirably. 



JK)N imDitrASTD AH0 BQK m 

Ksrrie ^^Ison ! «lcdton I Qn^ athvirt Ms i^oulders^ and bruised her wrist ia 
UM Imti I bSrVe leH a aote behind me^ such a xnaiuier that it was useless (I found) for 
1 dismiss the rogue. I shall now hare three days. ^Maoanes had the impudence to .re- 
t e]tai new ministry mmd me, that I receired the greater part of the 

' , /^B^Mary. A new one indeed is to be col- money paid into his hands for every appointment, 
Wted in any posada, where there is a pack of civil and ecclesiastical : on which indiscretion 1 
^bicrd% or a good appetite, or a siesta nibbled in imprisoned him forthwith, and will detain him 
two by the fleas : but a clean one . . . egad ! we for life in my royal fort of Swtr Antonio at Coruna, 
must catch the members of it at the baptismal praying Sant> Antonio to drive out of his memory 
ibnt, and keep them in the swaddling-clathes we the sums he has paid me for my share ; and 
And them in. never to let him dream of Melis^ Petit, without 

PefiUrumd, Every day, when I change my shirt the accompaniment of an ebony staff over the 
I change my ministers : they have not any time right shoulder, and the divulsion of a good 
, to be scoundrels * handful of hair. 

JohfirMaff/. Nor any interest to be honest Vohn-Mary. Tlie girl is a •pluralist by profes- 
men. sion, your Majesty by mischance : Macaflez has 

Ff^iiiand. Brother and cousin! no interest only one appointment; which, however, it appears, 
will make men honest. Would you believe it) is for life. If your Majesty should be graciously 
1 gave a japan jar of Havanna snuff to one, and a pleased to accept his resignation, I doubt not 
» commandery to another : the one sneezed in my Sant- Antonio would endow him with a peculiar 
face, the other begged his dismissal. I am sorry gift of forgetfulness, very desirable in this predi- 
I gave the snuflt and the jar : they were sold and canient. His dreams require no spiritual intci 
the money spelt before night : *but the comman- vention. Your Majesty is unsatisfied still, 
dery has a friar in the inside, a lawyer on the out- Ferdinand, That is not the business, 

side, and a vtdunUer of the faith for sentry. JohnMary, What is then ) 

Jfohn^Mary. It is then in a fair condition to Ferdmand. I promised Sant-Antonio I would 
rc .' awi a Iqng series of deserving friends. reward his services with a swine in silver, weigh- 

Ferdi)fand. I am now in spirits : I can go on ing half a quintal. Kow, cannot I make Macaflez 
witliout the paper. A few private matters must pay the pig-money) 
precede the public. ^ John-Mary. Certainly, 

John- Mary, Of course; that is diplomatic. Ferdinand, But when I have taken all he pos- 

Ferdinand. There is a question, my brother sesses, how can I ) 
and cousin! to which I never could obtain a direct John-Mary. Your Majesty must pray again to 
ind satisfactory answer. Can you solve it ) Sant-Antonio for another miracle. 

John-Mary, Not easflj^ Don Ferdinand, unless Ferdinand. A pretty ally ! a pretty counseller! 
I hear it. I am no Frenchman. you raise two difficulties where 1 could find but 

Ferdinand. My confessor did indeed give mo one. Will he perform it, think you, before I have 
absolution ; but he declared that never a girl of settled for the fi^st ) 

low extraction, whose ancestors had neither made John-Mary. Oh! that is indeed the question, 
war upon the Moors, nor been familiars of the Miracles of this kind are not the miracles for our 
Holy Inquisition, could properly be engaged in days, my brother ! There is ne’er a saint in para- 
procuring an episcopacy for anyone ; that the plea di.se that will set his shoulder to th*'ni. People, 
was futile; and that having slept with an anointed one would imagine, begin to have a notion of 
king, did hot authorise such a person to take in honour, even in heaven. 

hand a higher charge than a canouicate. Ferdinand. So miu h the worse : but let them 

John-Mary. Slept with an anointed king ! who) look to it. We may live to see the morning when 
a strumpet ) neither saint nor saiutess sliall have pantaloon or 

Ferdinand. Not so bad as that. petticoat to chine. What a mighty fine figure 

JohnMory. An unmarried girl I one without will they make, when thv. paltriest cherub in pin- 
alliances ! No wonder she overstepped the bounds feathers shakes his collopped sides and gilt gamut, 
of decency. ‘ putting his hand (if he has one) upon the place! 

F&rdinand, Melissa PoAt had, conditionally. To this another time : we Ixave several more 
my royal permission to negotiate for places. subjects for our royal cou.sidcration. My revenues 
John-Mary, FrerSBher m&frencher, every word! are reduced, nty valets, my pages, my cooks. 
FerdSand. She transacted the business through John-Mary, I condole with your Majesty from 

Macanez, at that time my valet and minister of the purest sympathy, on the straits to which your 
state, who, to smoothen his scruples, took a most catholic and royal household has be$n reduced, 
perverse ^ew of the subject, and fancied, with by the intemperance of your vassals. Well do I 
heretical pravity, that, if both king and minister know what it is to want the necessaries of life, 
had possession of her, she might, without censure My kitchen, which formerly had been somewhat 
flhom holy mother Church, or any great sBandal, plenteously supplied, at the expenditure of four 
creep from canonicates up to bishoprics. 1 my- thousand dollars a day, was suddenly cast down to 
self caught them in this preUminaiy function, three thousand five hundred ; and, unless I had 
and, not weighing his motive, laid my %tick sold a box of diamonds, 1 must have starved. 
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Your Majesty is reported to have always found a 
solace in the company of your diamonds^ such as 
a great king of antiquity hath expressed of them 
(Solomon I think it was), saying, "DeWctant domi, 
non impediunt foris ; pemoctant nobiscum, pere- 
grinautur, rusticantur.” 

Ferdvmnd. What may that mean, my brother 
and cousin 1 

JohmrMary, 0 for shame! to ask a secular what 
the Bible means ! Mary forbid we should ever be 
such heretics as to enter into scrupulous inquiries. 
I learnt the words by heart, like the rest my good 
friars have taught me : the meaning lies with 
them and upon their consciences. I always 
slept with my diamonds; and they abstracted 
my mind from carnal thoughts and irreligious 
vagaries. I declare upon my holy faith, I would 
rather cohabit with them than the fairest dame 
of honour in the palace, or even than my great- 
aunt. 

Ferdirtmid. A great-aunt is no light matter : 
but one may have ones preferences. 

Brother and Cousin ! pray is it true that you 
hung one of your finest brilliants in the right ear 
of Saint Sebastian, according to a vow. 

John-Mary. True enough. 

Ferdinand. And is it also a matter of fact that, 
when you were about to return to Europe, you 
snatched it out again, at the risk of tearing the 
said oar from gristle to tip ? 

John-Mary. That also is veiy true : it bled a 
little. 

Fcrdmand. Only a little 1 

Jolm-Mary. In the night it swelled and looked 
angry ; and at matins the prior could not conceal 
from me the traces of blood, which appeared the 
fresher the moment he would have removed it 
with his handkerchief. However^ no sooner had 
1 made an offering of nine thou^d crusadoes, 
than it suffered itself to be wiped quite dry, and 
I hope and believe, continues so to this hour. 

Ferdinand. I should have been afraid. 

Johu’Mary. And I was. But I never had dedi- 
cated it to Baint Sebastian in a regular form ; and 
the moment the blood was dry and the crusadoes 
accepted, fearing he might on second thoughts 
exhibit some signs of ill will, I devoted it regu- 
larly 10 all the saints in heaven ; so that none 
could fairly claim it for himself ; and, if Sebastian 
had said another word about it, they would have 
d^o\^'ned his voice with their clamours. 

Ferdinand. Wha^t was it worth 1 

John-Mary. Hush ! hush ! you may raise his 
curiosity if he should happen to be lit tening ; and, 
on hearing the estimate, he might slily pluck out 
an arrow from his side, and play me a spiteful 
trick with it. 

Ferdinand. Let us coiiverse then rather on the 
ikffiiirs of Europe, in which neither he nor any of 
the others appear to take the least interest. 

And now, my dear brother and brother-in-law, 
Don John-Mary-Lnis, we will read together what 
the French and Russian ministers We written 
for us to sign. 


JohnrMwry* Would it not bo better to call a 
reader 1 

Ferdinand. Oh I I can read : you would wonder 
how well 

JohnMary. I believe your Majesty: I have 
heard it asserted so positively and so warmly, 
that I ceased to doubt it long ago. But the paper 
is a whole leaf ; and one may &11 upon a word 
here and there rather hard and slippery. Of late 
years several such have been read to me : 1 remem- 
ber one in particular, which the minister or secre- 
tary who transcribed it should not have taken just 
as he received it from the dancing-master, but J 
supposi he had not had a good siesta. 

Ferdinand. What word is that 1 

JoknrMary. False position. 

Ferdinand. By Santiago ! the false among 
the old Castilians used to draw blood : but the 
word position here is of great service : like a gout 
cordial, it brings down the peccant matter from 
the head to the feet. Why does your faithful 
Majesty simper, and pull my button, and ogle and 
wriggle so? ' «■ 

JohihMary. Brother and brother-in-law Ferdi 
nand, tell me now, who said that? i, 

Ferdinand. I said it, and say it still. 

John-Mary. But . . ah you facetious apd roguish 
man ! who said it first ? ^ 

Ferdinand. 1 was the hrst that said it ; I had 
it direct from Pere^ Pinal ta. 

John-Mary. Viva Don Perez! I would have 
given him a pair of diamond earringstfor it, and 
I a fine solitaire in a truss. 

Ferdinand. No exportation of wit, in my life- 
time, nor importation neither : there is roguery 
enough in segars. 

John-Mary. None of my ministers ever utter 
such sentiments, or bring to me those who can, 
”Ferdimind. Nor mine neither : I doubt whether 
they ever go to the barber's to pick up sharp 
things. My valet Runez, a barber’s boy some 
years since, on being reproached by one of them 
about his former occupation,* said, '*My froth 
made folks cleanlier ; yours only sticks fipon your- 
self and hardens your dirt.” I laughed heartily 
when his meaning was explained to me, which 
(such is my quickness in apprehending wit) was 
done sooner than a text in the scriptures could be. 

Let us now proceed to business ; for there is a 
full day’s work before us in this paper. 

John-Mary. I am all ear. 

Ferdinand. " His CAtholic M^esty, Don* Fer- 
dinand the Seventh, King of Spain and of the 
Indies, &c. &c. &c., and his FAthfiil Majesty, Don 
John-Mary-Luis, King of the united kin^oms of 
Portugal, Brazil, and Algarve, of Guinea, Ethiopia, 
Arabia, Persia, and India” . . . What are you 
counting ? 

John-Mary. I think they have missed one. 

Ferdinand. Which ? 

John-Mary. I cannot recollect; but, fiuth! J 
do verily think one is missing. 

Ferdinand. Look sharp then ; for our brothers 
the Hbly Allies may divide it among themselvei^ 
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A» did Poland. They cut up a kingdom with 
as little ceremony ae an orange^ and bu(^ it dry in 
aa little time. 

JohmrMmry, Ha! ha! ha! your Catholic Ma- 
jesty has taken another pinch (I see) from the 
box of Bon Perez. W^hy! what a stupendous 
knave the knave is ! Have we reached the end 
of the Dedaratian? 

Ferdinand. End ! look here 1 

Jo&-Mary. Mercy on usl surely ihey*have 
said the principal thbigs. 

Ferdinand. That is likely ; but some remon- 
strances follow. &C. &c. wishing to m^- 
tain the peace of Europe^ announce tneir 
determination to suppress by force of arms, and 
by such further means as the Holy Indivisible 
Trinity has entrusted them with, all secret socie- 
ties whatever ; and their said Majesties, his Catho- 
lic and his Paithful, adopting the principles laid 
down by their Majesties of the Holy Alliance, and 
recognised^ by everv state in Europe as necessary 
to its order and repose” . . your .Faithful Ma- 
jesty snores . . ** ?re resolved to appoint in the 
first instance such conamissioners as in their 
wisdom shall selim fit and efiectual.” 

JdknrMary. What shall we do with ’em? where 
shall we*8eijy^ them ? That requires long consi- 
deration. As for appointing, the business is soon 
done. 

Ferdinand. If your Majesty wil# listen, you will 
find that our brothers leave no trouble whatever 
for us : they t^ll us what to do, and they do the 
best part of it themselves . . . ** in order to pacify, 
to the glory of Qod, the loyal and catholic kingdom 
of Ireland.” * 

JohnrMary, The Irish are not my people : they 
would take it ill to be pacified by me. 

Ferdinand. Wc must hold out a saving hand 
to them. The king of Great Britain, whose 
subjects they are, is invited to assist us. 

John-Mary. Then indeed we may safely. 

Ferdinand. It ha^ng come to the knowledge 
of their Catholic and Paithful Majesties, that a 
ikction, supported from without by malcontents 
and heretics, blind men, led astray by their pas- 
sions, have, contrary to the wishes and interests 
of the majority” . . 

JohnrMary. Fine writing! very fine writing! 
His most Christian Majesty said the very same 
thing about your Majesty’s rebellious subjects; 
and I presume that for theV' cure it will always 
form a part of every state-paper, bt? the subject 
what it may. 

Ferdinand, . . *'bufit residences and churches; 
and. not contented therewith, have used the same 
for the purpose of disseminating their wild and 
pemiciong doetrines” . . 

Jokn-Mm'y. Would you believe it? they are 
perverse enough, I know not whether there or in 
England, to say openly that a niece ought no^ to 
sleep with her uncle or great-uncle, nor aunt or great- 
aunt with her nephew. If a man can not sleep 
.V with his own relations, with whom can he? An 
unde forsooth is not to ask in marriage his litue 
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niece ! nay, is rather to make the same proposal 
to an fitter stranger! I do not wonder at hearing 
that the northern nations went a thousand miles 
in search of a country, when they would go the 
same distance, even now, in search of a wife, 
rather than take one from their own table and 
nursery. 

Ferdmand. They are still fierce and barbarous, 
and wander like ^v'ild cats in their amours. Our 
holy religion has not reclaimed them ; and even 
the Catholics among them are slow .to double the 
threads of consanguinity, and to tie the knot at 
the end. 

Joh^Mary. Prejudices of ignorance! Proofe 
however that what the wiser h5.ve confessed, is 
true ; namely, that genius can no more ripen in 
the north than pomegranates can, and that they 
never will be like us. 

Ferdinand. No fear of that. Beside, who is there 
to teach them ? fellows in boots and gilt buttons, 
boodless and collarlcss and bandless, so ignorant 
that not one in a thousand could sustain a decent 
thesis on the immaculate conception. They call 
it philosophical to be incredulous on holy things, 
and they arc the most credulous in the world on 
profane ones. In the war of the intruder against 
me, a man of letters (such as theirs are) happened 
to be, from some silly zeal or idle curiosity, at 
Santander. It was in the month of August, at 
mid-day, whtm the sun would have broiled a 
bonilo in five minutes, and when the cormorants 
were sitting fast asleep on the rocks in the har- 
bour, and letting their wings drop lower than their 
legs, and careless what names the sailors called 
them for not rising at their approach, that an 
Englishman hired a launch and six rowers to 
conduct him to Santillana. 

9 John-Mary. The DEnglish, frog-hearted as one 
would fancy them, are desperate for the women. 
I hope she would not listen to the lewd heretic. 

Ferdinand. Who listen ? 

John-Mary. The Senora. 

Ferdinand. What Senora? 

John-Mary. Donna . . . your M^yosty d’ul not 
mention her baptismal name . . . Sar^lllana. 

Ferdinand {aeide). 0 you tiresome old fool 
of a Majesty ! Santillana is the name of a village 
on the coast . . town I belie^^-, it was once . 
which a lying Fronchmau has fixed upon as the 
birth-place of one Gil Bias, corrupting all the docu- 
ments he had found on some such person. This 
Englishman walked up and down the streets, quite 
alone ; the dogs on the shady side did not give 
themselves the ft*ouble to bark ; the few that 
growled did it so indolently as not to arouse the 
next. The leaves of melons, grapes, and figs, 
brought thither in the nlbrning and cast from the 
windows, crackled under-foot. The sailors covered 
their faces with their sombreros and fell asleep. 
The only things appearing to move in God’s uni- 
verse, were the swallows and the flies and this 
Englishman, The very lizards panted for breath, 
and hardly clung against the wall. The ships 
upon the sea, as was told me, lay still. It was 
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Ilka Aagr <xf judgment between the tnmpot 
aadtbe aammone. 

Jcki^Maf% People sweated fto I 

Ferdhuind, Here the foolish heretic remained 
•ome hours, and, the sailors say, returned just as 
Wdll satisfied as if he had conversed with anyone 
who could have set him right. 

1 will continue: "It has been resolved that 
the above deliberation, together with its causes 
and consequences, be ;iotified to his Majesty the 
king of Great* Britain and Ireland, with a request 
that he will consider them attentively, and further 
the resolutions formed thereon by their Miyesties 
the Oatholic and ]^e Faithful. Desirous of %void- 
ing all possible cause of offence to his said Majesty, 
and of strengthening the ties of amity and interest 
which reciprocally bind and unite them, and fur- 
thermore of manifestingto the world their sincerity, 
in their adherence to the principles of the Holy 
Alliance ; and resolved in no instance to depart 
from their upright and pacific views, their afore- 
said Majesties propose to his aforesaid Majesty : 

"That he should proscribe and exterminate the 
sect of freemasons, of which his said Majesty is a 
member, save and excepting his own sacred per- 
son ; and that he should annul every oath which 
he has taken upon that occasion, and others, such 
being contrary to the principles of good govern- 
ment, as inculcated by the Holy Alliance, the 
excellence of which Holy Alliance bis Britannic 
Majesty has formally and publicly acknowledged, 
expressing his regret that the constitution of his 
kingdom did not at that time allow him to beoome 
a member of it.” 

John- Mary, I can not think he said that. 

Ferdinand, He did though; or his minister lied. 

John-Mai'y, He must be a very mo lest man, 
to talk of a constitution not " letting, " with an 
army such as his, all staunch and true to him, and 
a parliament he can dissolve at his pleasure ; in 
other words, as my ministers teach me, with a 
parliament eveiy soul of which he can fine to the 
amount of at least four thousiiiid pounds for a 
muimur ; such, it has been proved, is the regular 
price of seats in it, and a wilful minister could 
make them come dearer to an ill-advised opponent. 

Ferdinand, He is indeed a modest man, and 
does not do half the harm he might do. 

John- Mary, Well then, 1 would not make him 
bite his own fingers till he cries. 

Ferdinand, He is so good-natured and compli- 
ant, that I could bend him at last into biting his 
.toe-nails, and saying grace for ij. 

John-Mary, 0 then, I would not. 

Ferdinand, My brother and brother-in-law and 
cousin, you enter but faint-heartedly into the 
system 6f the Holy- Alliance. I have more yet 
for him. 

John-Mary, He may turn upon ns ; let him lie. 

Ferdinand, Nothing can alter his sweet tem- 
per. When his troops had restored my throne to 
me, I ordered thanks to be render!^ to Qod 
publicly in all the churches. 

John-Mary, Who would not t I did the same. 


I Ferdinand, Not without sbi^A dlscont^ 
seandal; your Majesty rendered thanks: tp the! 
' Almighty for delivering you from the eiie^^ I 
for delivering me from the heretios; Ml tlio 
Almighty did not hear a word from me 
others. His Majesty the king of Otm BtAsta 
was so pleased at me, that he sent mo ids uoan- 
gratulations. ' / ^ 

JohiorMary, He sent the same tq.ind^S^ 
thanl^d God (it seems) for mnch 
thanked him for. 

Ferdinamd, Listen. " That his Britannic Ma- 
jesty will remove the Protestants^ from his 
dom of Ireland, placing them in London <ii; 
Windsor or Brighton, or anywhere it maypleasi 
his Majesty, under the eye of the poUcS^' SO thai 
they may not annoy their Catholic brethwU ; add 
also that be will be graciously pleased to restore 
the benefices to the Oatholic bishops and clergy. 
Besolved as their Catholic and Faithful M^jesUeu 
are, never to interfere in the internal affairs of 
other countries, they are resoh^ed nevertheless to 
send an anny of one hundred aid twelve thousand 
men to assist in arranging the ancient church 
establishment in Ireland, such as it was in the 
times of the apostles. 

"The loyalty of the aforesaid majesties, the 
Catholic and the Faithful, is too well known in 
Europe to need any pledge, comment, or illus- 
tration ; else nithiug could evince it more per- 
fectly than this frank and early declaration of 
their sentiments and resolutions.” •• 

John-Mary, I do not think he can complain 
that we are not frank enough. The Holy Allies, 
like other holy men, wait not for asking : it is 
only when they are dead that they must be begged 
and prayed. Well, the paper seems to me a very 
good paper of the kind ; and after your Miyesty 
has signed it, 1 will do the same. 

Ferdinand, Gently; we are not half through 
it yet. 

John-Mai'y, God has qpdowed your Majesty 
with wonderful powers; but I never heard of any 
man who could read so long together. There arc 
those, it is said, who can get through a gazette at 
a sitting ; bxt they have their chocolate or lemon- 
ade beside them, and a nice curled wafer to suck 
them through : moreover, in gazettes they read of 
festivals and processions ; they do not stand upon 
one leg, like a statue of Fame in a poultry-yard, 
but keep jogging^^on pleasantly from one thing 
to another. 

Ferdinand. I once read a whole hour. 

John-Mary. On what iliomentouB occasion ! 

Ferdinand. I had the dysentery and the Lives 
of ihe Martyrs, and did not like to get up. That 
reading cured me: I could mark Mie very place 
that made me whole. 

I will show you what 1 can do. 

It can hardly be unknown to his Britannic 
Msyesty, that a certain portion of the oltramarine 
dominions of his Oatholic Majesty, to wit, frcfn ^ 
f(>rty -second degree of south latitude tq the fsriy- 
second north, is in a state of most unnatiiiil fa- 
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sud that tha kingdom of Brazil too ia 
dlat^^d. But their M^joBties, the Catholic and 
the hare ^e honour to announce to their 

ancieni IHend and ally the king of the United 
Kingdonw of England^ Scotland, and Ireland, 
that a fri^te is despatched by his Catholic Ma- 
jesty, and a capuchin by his Faithful, and that 
the irell<‘diBposed not doubt of their success. 
Af^Mhich their said Mejesties, the Cathol^ and 
faithfhl, will assist and enable his Britannic 
Miyesty to annul his coronation oath and all 
others, and to do justice to his loyal people. It 
being evident that all oaths whatever, made a 
king to his subjects, are degrading to the royal 
dignity, and made therefore involuntarily and 
compulsorily ; yet, willing to second the clemency 
of his Britannic Majesty, their Majesties the 
Catholic and the Faithful, declare that they will 
got obUge or urge his Britannic Majesty to the 
punishment of any abettors in this nefarious and 
impious mockery royalty, and, through royalty, 
of faith and religien ; and that they will advise on 
the contrary, and sign their names and affix their 
seals to a general act of amnesty, excluding 
therefrom none other than the archbishops of 
Canterbpry gnd York and bishop of London, 
and such b^ide as notihed their assent to the 
same unlawful and compullbry act. 

''No officer under the rank of captain shall be 
molested for the same, unless it can be proved 
that he dran]%to the health of the constitutional 
king, and swore or said that he would die in his 
defence. 

"Nor shall any magistrate or justice of the 
peace be punished with death, or exile, or by any- 
thing more than fine and imprisonment, who oan 
be clearly proved to have been ignorant that 
‘ comtituiioned* is different from ' arbitrary ' 

" Nor shall any doctor of medicine, or surgeon, 
or apothecary, be subject to capital punishment 
for attending consUtutiemaL patients, nor be liable 
to any other inconveffienco thdn suspension from 
his professioif for six months, until he shall have 
purged himself from so foul an imputation. 

"All degrees, nevertheless, conferred by the 
universities during the reign of aharchy, shall 
be null and void; as shall also be all learning 
(falsely so oalled) acquired therein ; and whoever 
does not give a full and particular account of 
what he has read, or heaiT'i hi lectures, in the 
whole of that disastrous tiL«, and, who does not 
swear upon the crucifix that he abominates, 
abhors, and detests it,«nd that he will forget the 
whole of it in one calendar month, is exempted 
from the provisions contained in this act of grace 
and amnesty^" 

JohnrMary* That is reasonable ; I would give 
them time* The king of Great Britain will see, 
on easting his enlightened eyes over the world, 
that it is only in Protestant countries that kings 
have hitherto been unable to modify or lay aside 
ihefr oaths at their good pleasure ; and that con* 
StainUonk extorted by the people (it matters not 
whether long since or lately) and charters and 


such-like indiscreetly given, have not been revoked 
or reclnsidered in all material points. 

Ferdinand. «hidiciouBly remarked, my cousin ! 
a historical fact of the magnitude ! 

JohnrMary. I heard it from the minister of 
France. 

Ferdinand. A principal figure in the revolu- 
tionary whirly-gig ; he always sat upon the ostrich 
and whipt the one before him. 

JohnrMary. Now, brother, whom did you hear 
that from J 

Ferdinand. I forget. It was said of Talleyrand ; 
it will do for another, if you remove the ostrich, 
and put cock or poney in the pl^cc. 

John-Mary. But the king of France always 
had friends about him : the gentleman from Gas- 
cony, Blacas I think the name^is, among tht rest, 

Ferdinand. He turned his pantaloon, bought 
sleevos quite new, hired running footmen, and 
was created duke. 

John-Mary. I never heard the word ^‘created" in 
that sense. Admirable f it means, to make things 
out of m^ihing. 

By what I can see of the paper (if that is the 
place where your thumb is) I am afraid we are 
still far from land, and have many tacks to make 
before we reach the port. 

Ferdinand. Have courage, my brother and 
cousin, we are half-seas-over. 

John-Mary. Glory be to God I 

Ferdinand. Kyrie eleison ! 

" If any unfounded jealousy, suggested by crafty 
and malicious men, for the furtherance of their 
dark designs, should weigh upon the breast of 
his Britannic M^'esty, as to the ft>reign force 
about to be employed in the establishment of his 
plenary and legitimate authority; in order to 
Remove it altogether, it is agreed that an equal 
number of troops, belonging to his Britannic 
Majesty, shall be permitted to occupy for the 
same space of time (in the pobsessions of his 
Catholic M^esty) the whole of Tierra del FudcfO, 
together with the whole Antarctic C- nt^uent, not 
however interfering in its ecclebiastical afiairs; 
and, beside these, the whole northern range ojf 
Sierra Nevada ; in the possessions of his Faithfhl 
Msyesty, the entire kingdoms of Ethiopm, Arabia, 
and Persia; in which his FaU'mul Majesty shah 
retain no more troops than he may in his wisdom 
think necessary for religion, on the day of Corpus 
Domini, the Purification of the Blessed Virgin, 
and John the Baptist. And all the captain- 
mqjors, corregi^ores, judges of the tribunals 
(excepting the ecclesiastical), and justices of the 
peace, of his Faithful Majesty, in those countries, 
are commanded to give their aid, in order to 
carry this ordinance intJ effect. • 

John-Mary. Bless my heart and soul ! is there 
another paper still 1 is that which fell out part of 
thisl 

Ferdiruind. No ; it is a private one ; that is, 
one written by my own order. It being also for 
the court of St. James, 1 placed the two together. ’ 
I think we write better than the Russians and 
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French. The English beat us in style. I |iear ; 
but the substance comes to nothing. « 

JohvrMwry, Here howerer thb French and 
Russians are yery polite and conciliatory. 1 did 
not imagine that his Imperial Majesty had our 
holy Catholic religion so much at heart. 

Fardimtnd. I assure you, he holds it next to 
the Turkish ; though he may not seem to do it. 
Theirs of the Holy Alliance is the most civil and 
inviting; but this pleases me best, being plain 
and argumentative. I will read it after. 

John-Mary. For the love of God, my brother 
and cousin, read it now, if it were only to break 
the neck of the ^iruel long one before us, which, 
like a serpent in the brakes of Brazil, shows its 
head where you think its tail must be, and only 
coils up to stretch itself and spring out again. 

Ferdinand. Anytliing to please your Majesty ; 
and I am happy in an opportunity of demonstrat- 
ing tliat wo can maintain our dignity. By holy 
Martha I I will no more pay my debts than I will 
keep my oath. 

“ The undersigned . . has the honour . . 
amity . . good understanding . . good faith . 

Ha ! here we have it ; w'e are fairly out of the 
phrases at last, and in the midst of the busi- 
ness ; ** not without surprise and concern that 
the minister of his Britannic Majesty for foreign 
affairs, after declaring (as he was boun<l to do) 
that he would not insist on the payment of the 
loan contracted in the sittings of the Cortes, or of 
the interest thereon, should still insist (if indeed 
he bo in earnest) on the indemnity for British 
ships detained and confiscated on the coasts of 
South America. 

“ Now the imdorsigned is comminded by his 
royal raa.ster, to remark that there does indeed 
appear to be a shadow of justice in the claims of 
those Englishmen who advanced him money: for 
although the interest was onerous, in proportion 
to the difficulties of his Majesty, the exhaustion of 
his treasury, the rebellion in America, and per- 
haps also in proportion to the false ideas that 
ignorant and malevolent men entertained of his 
Catholic Majesty’s good faith, so often and so 
fully proved : yet his Catholic Majesty had 
sworn to observe, defend, and maintain in all its 
parts and provisions, the new constitution and 
bis Britonnic Majesty was officially informed of 
such oath, and kept a minister iit Madrid. 
Therefore his Britannic Majesty was bound by 

* In the ProeLimatiim by him at Cadiz, Reptom- 

ber 30, 1823, he Bays, “ I promise a genital, complete, and 
absolute amnesty of all that is past, without exception. I 
promise that the debts, contracted for the nation by the 
existing government, shiUl be ratified. I promise that all 
generals and other ofBlocrs t)f tA’c army, who have defended 
the constitutional system, shall preserve their rank, ap- 
pointments. and honours.*’ 

That he violated all those promises, is too notorious for 
any remark. 

A rogue may have some urgent reasons for being a rogue ; 
but an honest man can have none for aiding and abetting 
him In his roguery, nor for cotintonancing him after it. 
What then most wc think of those princes who reinstated 
and upheld him ? 


the precedent of all times and eon&tries (if pre> 
cedent could be quoted against royal will and 
pleasure) to insist on the fulfilment of the opmpaot 
and engagement entered into with Britiah iMibjects 
by his Catholic Migesty. Nevertheless to Britan- 
nic Majesty did reject most royally themuthority 
of precedent, acknowledging (as became his mag- 
nanimity) no authority but God’s ; andaaserted no 
claim ,]vhatever in behalf of his monied subjects. 

“ The undersigned then can not but recommend 
to his Mi^esty’s minister for foreign affairs, to 
reconsider the matter, and correct his inconais- 
tency. For surely no greater can be imagined 
than to forego what have always been considered 
as just claims (but which their Mfgestios the 
Holy Allies are resolved to consider and admit 
as such no longer), and at the same time to de- 
mand an indemnity for ships detained or cap- 
tured, in places where the navigation of Briti^ 
and all other foreign vessels has been declared 
and acknowledged illicit, and tiiis by the British 
government, for many ages. 

** The undersigned . . high consideration” . , 
High, no doubt ! for a blunderer whose best 
argument he lias been reducing to dust between 
his fingers. ^ ^ 

John-Mary. Any two men living %.-ould agTee 
on the propriety of this remonstrance ; the only 
doubt would be, whether a debt contracted by your 
Majesty, the regularity and justice of which was 
not protested against, nor one particle excepted 
until long after the wffiole amount was spent, is 
debt or not; and consequently, whether it ought 
or not to be discharged ; which 1 consider as a 
part of the same question. 

Ferdinand. Such reasonings suit much better 
the tradesmen of Lisbon and Cadiz than moiiarchs 
who have quelled rebellions. Do you owe the 
English any money, my brother? If you do, 
don’t pay them. 

John-Mary. They would force me. 

Ferdinand. Not they truly. What can thqy 
do, poor devils, without the minister.! ? 

John-Mary. To boiTowfrom a people and not 
to pay, would be as just a cause of war as to seiae 
upon their property by sea or land, in my ports 
or upon my roads ; and greatly more villanous. I 
ask for assistance in my necessities, aud it is given 
me in reliance on my good faith . . 

Ferdinand. Brother John-Mary, you reason 
like a broker. Send the ministers of England a 
service of plate, and they will furnish you with 
better logic, and newer, an^ more kingly. They 
will beside tell their people, “ Rash men ! yon 
lent the money at your own risk : we did not 
advise you.” 

John-Mary. They might as well say, " Yon 
sent out ships : we did not advise you : what 
have we to do with pirates? Your Majesty pledged 
your%oyttl word” . , 

Ferdinand. They have it then in pledge: let 
them do what they will with it : 1 shall not molest 
them about the matter. 

John-Mary, You promised to pay principal and 
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inteMt ; and the obligation lies the stronger, as 
the most loyal of your own subjects would not 
•apply a cake of chocolate for your breakfast. 

Ferdinand. If kings are obliged to pay, they are 
not free. ^ We are answerable to God only; and 
when he tells me, I will do it as becomes a Catholic. 
Your argument on the ships is idle. The ships 
pay the king of England the duties of export and 
import : but he is in truth so little of a king, that 
he can not put his hand even into the pouch of a 
tinker, much less into desks and purses, and take 
out what he wishes. Why should he care then 
who helps himself to the money not destine(> by 
Parliament for his taxes 1 If I had detained a 
herring-smack, he would bluster and bully and 
threaten me with reprisals ; but when twenty or 
thirty of his merchants go. to ruin by trusting me, 
he thinks as I, and as all other wise men do, and 
^ys, " The greater fools they !” 

John-Mary. He had acknowledged your govern- 
ment as it then steod : he is bound in consequence 
to protect the property of his sulQects entrusted 
to its good faith. 

Ferdinand. Sound 1 By Santiago I according to 
your doctrine, we kings are no better than private 
men: Py CJjirist and the Blessed Virgin ! I won’t 
pay. Now t^en I can’t : I should break my vow if 
I did : and what is a pr(Snlsc to a vow? Is the 
king of England such a ‘ hereti^ as to push his 
horn against it ? Religion is religion all over the 
world : vows are sacred at Tunis and at Mecca. 

John-Mary. Very true ; but it is only for royalty 
and religion that men are authorised to violate 
them. I should be in some fear of losing my 
dominions in America, if my son did not swear to 
them that he would make them independent. 

Ferdinand. I do not well understand how that 
ensures them. 

John-Mary. They would else rebeh As mat- 
ters now stand my beloved son, aided by Eng- 
land, will oblige the people there to pay me several 
millions of dollars, •and will bring over from 
Germany some thousands of soldiers, under the 
pretext of agriculture, who shall cut every throat 
through which hath passed the impure seditious 
cry of indeyendenoe'* He seemed at first afraid of 
this perjury : but I procured him absolution from 
Romo for it, and sent him at the same time a 
consecrated rose and a father’s blessing. 

Ferdinand. For how long jnie are those good? 

John-Mary. The virtue di the cojjsccrated rose 
is durable in proportion to the money paid for 
it, and the frther’s •blessing to that obtained 
by it. 

Ferdinand. If the Brazilians should relapse, 
your Majesty might employ the English fleet 
against them, which, taking advantage of the 
wind and the snuff, could blind them all, without 
a cannon-shot. 

Jahn-Mary. The English are dexterous* en- 
gineers at blinding people: but the Brazilhms 
have strong eyes, better in my opinion than the 

FMUnand, Ifsheer lying is the mancenvre!, they 


have |he bravest and most experienced fugleman 
in EiAope, as my ministers tell me. 

Jolhi-Mury. *God forbid that any man should lie 
forme, *who has not the grace togo io confession 
after it, to make an oblation, and to take the 
Eucharist I 

Ferdinand. The H^jly Alliance and the English 
ininisters (for they cuter fully into its spirit) are 
ready to punish those monied men who have en- 
couraged and supjorted constitutions, and will 
leave them to haniiigue upon their ‘empty coffers. 
Your M^estywill also see that this absurd claim 
of indemnity for maritime losses will be dropped 
and abandoned. I am uncertain only upon the 
question of the slave-trade, and not veiy upon 
that, knowing that the principal friends and sup- 
porters of the British minister for foreign affairs, 
are persons connected with slavery and fed upon 
sugar. On this subject is the following paragraph. 

“ Their Catholic and Faithful Majesties having 
been unwarily led into the impracticable scheme 
of abolishing the trade in negroes, do by tboir 
royal will and deed retract the stipulation; it 
having been proved that his most Christian 
Majesty made the same promise with the same 
solemnity, and that nevertheless the faithful sub- 
jects of his most Christian Majesty never at any 
former period have exercised the trade so exten- 
sively as at pr.^sent. But in order to obviate all 
real evil that may arise from the continuation of 
the trade in negroes^ their Majesties, the Catholic 
and the Faithful, declare and protest, that, when- 
ever a slave is lying, the crucifix shall be put to 
his lips and upon his breast; that every force, 
moral and physical, shall bo employed to make 
him cry ' Credo!’ and in such a manner that, if 
unluckily God should not hear it, the cherubs and 
seraphs in waiting,* or some two of them at the 
least, shall be able to declare it on their words 
of honour; and finally that extreme unction shall 
be administered to him in olive oil, when olive 
oil does not exceed seven reals the pound, and, 
when it doei , in such other as Hol> Cuureli may 
decree to be salutary and effectual. 

“ Their Majesties, the Catholic and the Faithful, 
are far from wishing to wound the feelings of his 
Britannic Majesty, by any recspitulntion of dis- 
asters which may have beralien the arms of his 
Britannic Mijcsty: yet the glorj" of God and of 
the true religion is all in all with them, and they 
can not but entreat his Britannic Majesty to con- 
sider in his loyal wisdom, whether the late dis- 
comfiture anl ^struction of his troops on the 
coast of Afrif a, by the Ashantees, is not a sufli- 
cient proof that the God of armies and Lord of 
Hosts has animated tbgm to vengeance, for the 
millions of souls that are lost to his heavenly 
kingdom, bj not being conveyed where the mys- 
teries of the holy Catholic religion maybe imparted 
to them. On which contemplation their Majesties, 
the Catholic and the Faithful, propose that hui 
Britannic Majesty will treat as pirates those who 
impede or obstruct this salutary traffic ; and that, 
in coi\jimetion with the naval forces of bis Most 
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OLmtian Mi^esty, a small auxiliary fleet* nlay be 
always stationed on the African^ coast, w that 
purpose and effect ; which united*^ fleets however 
shall be removed, when the whole population of 
Africa is brought over to tht words of everlasting 
life, and duly obedient, in its ecclesiastical polity 
and diHcipline, to the see of Rome, In that pre- 
dicament, it shall no longer be permitted to export 
the negroes, who shall .be treated with the same 
lenity 118 those under the same denomination (from 
their stubborriness) in the European kingdoms of 
his Catholic Majesty.’* 

John-Marjf. Such clemency, I am afraid, would 
irritate the higher clergy and the Apostolical 
junta : 1 mean to say, if your Majesty should 
ideally treat the negroes of Spain as kindly as the 
negroes of Cuba and Puerto Rico are treated by 
:’.heir masters. 

Ferdinand. Merc masters are one thing, kings 
ire another. I will consider what befits my crown 
ind dignity, and if I have promised too much, I 
will issue an ordinance of revocation. 

“ The aforesaid duties being executed on the 
Coast of Senegal and Guinea, and insurrection 
being suppressed on the continent of America, 
the maritime powers of Europe arc alike all 
interested in bringing under regular government 
the rebellious slaves of San Domingo ; and the 
more so, inasmuch as the insurrection there has 
assumed more settled features, and the slaves 
commit the cruel mockery of regularity and peace, 
preserving in civil and domestic life the most 
exact order, and in political and militaiy the 
ijiost exemplary decorum and the most perfect 
/Usciplinc. Their affectation of honesty, of indus- 
try, and of happiness, under a republican form of 
government, shows the malice of their hearts, and 
loaves it doubtful whether they can be brought {o 
reason by any other means than well-concerted 
force. Nevertheless, if they will resign their 
%'isioriary laws, together w'itb their fathers and 
mothers, tlicir wives and children, their houses 
and })lautations, the high contracting parties on 
the other hand will restore to them ^bc mild 
dominion of their ancient laws, and their former 
most affectionate and loving masters. The colonels 
of regiments shall enjoy the privilege of the w’hip, 
and the judges shall be assayers of molasses, 
wearing a red cuff on the left wrist., but without 
sleeve above it ; and moreover, about their loins 
an apron of white cotton a full yard in length. 
None but the principals of the insurrection shall 
be hanged, and none but the ^^residenb shall bo 
quarl.ered.*’ 

Jvhv^Marif. I am rejoiced to find that the Holy 
Allies a'H) become so mild and gracious. There 
were some prejudices against them in the begin- 
ning, particularly as everyone of them took from 
the next principality as much as he could take, 
disregarding all similarity in sentiment and all 
fonfcdcracy in action. 

Ferdinand. I never approved of that conduct : 

1 gained nothing. The present paper is greatly 
more moderate : it breathes a pure spirit of con- 


ciliation and love toward God 

Only think that the Russian 

co-operate with the minister of the mostChrisi^ 

king, in making us say what we aie made to lay 

here. 

''It is the resolution of their Mii^esUes, the 
Catholic and the Faithfhl, to assist his Britannic 
M^esty in bringing into the union of spirit ahd 
the bend of peace the dissenters of Scotland, and 
to divide the Catholic church (thus happily rein- 
stated throughout the British dominions) into two 
parts, as elsewhere, the high clergy and the low ; 
conorinced as they arc (no less than is his Britannic 
Majesty and his ministers) that both church and 
state ought to be fonned upon the same model, 
and that two chambers arc as necessaiy to the one 
as to the other; without which subordination 
sufficient lustre and dignity can not be given to 
the church triumphant, or sufficient obsequious- 
ness and humility to the main body of suffragans 
and preachers. Be it how'OKer provided and 
ordered, subject to the approbation and determi- 
nation of ITis Holiness the Pope, that no more 
than forty-five bishops and eight hundred canonics 
be appointed for the service of the church in Scot- 
land, and leaving it entirely to the wisdom bf his 
Britannic Majesty to assign them ilicir revenues 
from the bleaching-g/ounds and maliufactories of 
that kingdom, converting them into suitable epis- 
copal domains, monasteries and convents, to the 
glory of God and his saints.” ^ 

John-Mary. This is not so explicit as I could 
wish. In the manufactories, I am told, there axe 
magical lights, called <)a8 lights. The fathers and 
nuns would not wish for these abominations, and 
the places should be lustrated with sulphur and 
salt-water. When the tubes for conveying these ' 
devilish lights have been cast into the fhmace 
I melted down, I think the mischief arising from 
j them will certainly have ceased. They may be 
' sold for the benefit of the ejected ; the religious 
being sure to find as many'^plpes and conduits for 
their purposes as they want, from the warm zeal 
of the faithful. 

Ferdinand. " That there may in future be no 
cause of warior dissension between his Britannic 
Majesty on the one side, and their Majesties the 
Catholic and the Faithfal on the other, it is de- 
sirable and earnestly recommended, that his Bri- 
tannic Miyesty be pleased to take some title dif- 
ferent from seeing that, in almanacs 

and similar publications, it gives a handle to the 
disaffected to place, as tVy call it, alphabetically, 
the name, style, title, and dignity, of his Britannic 
Majesty, before the name, style, title, and dignity, 
of their Majesties, the Catholic and the Faithful, 
to the. great scandal of the vassals of their said 
Majesties, the Catholic and the Faithful. In con- 
sideration of which (constitution and heresy being 
ujfrooted), if there is any star or cross peculiarly 
agreeable to bis Britannic Majesty, it shall forth- 
with be convened to him, with whatever ceremony 
iilic said king and his king-at-amia may appoint, 
just as freely and lovingly as his Britaxmlc Ma« 
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lent the order of the Garter to hie Faithful 
Mi|jeeti3r« on his Faithful Majesty most heroically 
br^i^ the oath he had taken to his subjects ; 
and just as ^eely and lovingly as his Majesty the 
Emperor Alexander, autocrat of all the Kussias, 
did also send the order of 8t. George, to invest 
therewith his most Christian Majesty the King of 
France and Navarre, on his most Christian Ma- 
jesty retracting and annulling the principal ai^icles 
of the Charter he had unadvisedly given to his 
subjects. Which high-minded and glorious actions, 
and the honours paid to them, clearly prove that 
no faith is to be kept any more with subjects tifan 
with heretics; it being laid down as incontro- 
vertible, that kings are answerable to God alone 
for their actions ; and that their actions proceed 
from their thoughts ; and that their thoughts aro 
instilled into them, as occasion may require, by ! 
means of the holy unction at their coronation. I 
If stars and crosses arc out of fashion, or become | 
too ordinary witl# his Britannic Majesty, their j 
Majesties, the Catftolic and Faithful, will institute 
each a more magnificent order ; and, as the Garter 
is preoccupied, 4 he decoration shall be stay or 
pettij^oat, at the suggestion of his Britannic Ma- 
jesty ; amd hig Britannic Majesty shall be the first 
invested thdjjpwith.” 

John-Mary. I am ready. But I do not sec plainly 
how we can pay such a body of^troops as your I 
Miyesty was inclined to send over. 

Ferdinand, i did not read a word about the 
payment : that is provided for : the other means 
are at hand. 

John-Mary. The busineiSs is complex. 

Ferdinand, It would be no state-paper else. 
Good state-papers can no more be smooth and 
even, and seen in all points at once, than good 
fortifications can. I will read, for your satisfaction, 
one of the supplementary articles. 

“ His Britannic Majesty is required to furnish 
nothing more toward jhe expejiition here amicably 
proposed, than transports, uniforms, shoes, forage, 
and pay ; which his Britannic Majesty can not 
but consider as moderate, when so desirable an 
object is to be accomplished. That it is eminently 
so, it is unnecessary to point out to his Majesty, 
his minister, the Lord of Liverpool, having pre- 
pared the minds of his Majesty's loyal and loving 
subjects for the same, in bis declaration before 
Parliament, that * the trooff A his most Christian 
Majesty, on their entrance iifto Spain, were uni- 
veiially hailed as deliverers by all conditions of 
people, and with tran%)ort8 ol enthusiastic joy.’* 
Desirous of blessing the loyal and loving subjects 

* Either Lord Liverpool deceived the parliumunt by a 
falsehood, now universally notorious, or the person lie 
employed in Bpain decM^ivcd him. The greater part of the 
nobility were contented with the established order of 
things; all the commercial, all the agricultural, and, with 
hardly an exception, all the literary, Assassins, smugffiers, 
monks, and cations of cathetlmls, opposed it. In twenty 
days, more excesses, more robberies, arsons, and murders, 
were committed in Arragon alone, than had beencommitted 
In the whole of Spain during all the years of constitutional 
government. 


of his feritannic Majesty with the same transports^ 
withoiA any object of ambition or aggrandisement, 
and wilh a pure ’ardour for the holy religion and 
for legitimacy, their Mfjesties, the Catholic and 
the Faithful, have ordered their ministers pleni- 
potentiary to arrange the business with the 
ministers of liis Britannic M^'esty, and have 
appointed each his general (of the Capuchins) to 
superintend the debarkation of the heretics from 
the kingdom of Ireland, in two commodious ships, 
supplied to his Catholic Majesty b^ his Majesty 
the Emperor of all the Russias, the bottoms of 
which ships have been provisionally caulked 
wheref the timber is rotten, and »the whole pecu- 
liarly adapted to the service for which they are 
appointed.” 

John-Mary, That is humane ; one could not do 
less. But I fancied that the minister of his Bri- 
tannic Majesty was permitted by the Holy Alliance 
to speak unfavourably of tbo crusade against, the 
Constitutionalists, 

Ferdinand, It has been agreed on, at the courts 
of the Holy Alliance, that no offence shall be taken 
if one minister talks in the House of Commons 
and at taverns like a liberal (it being well under- 
stood that he is no more of one than I am), pro- 
vided that the other shall cry down whatever is 
constitutional. By these means the popular party 
is thrown off its guard, and hopes grow up luxu- 
riantly on both sides. Your Majesty is to con- 
sider these two men (such arc the words of the 
Russian minister to inc), as the liot- water and cold- 
water ducts of that grand vapour-bath which is to 
euro all the maladies of kings and nations. 

John-Mary. 1 am truly happy that your Majesty 
has given me this explanation : T should otherwise 
have thought them two most impudent impostors. 
Fortunate, T ought *rather to say providential is 
it, that the constitutions are thrown down on the 
continent of Europe, and that only the fonn 
remains in England : yet even the fo na afte’* A 
time draws to it and attaches its partizans . as 
men who have been accustomed to a scolding wife, 
are just as sorrowful in their widowhood as others, 
and when they marry a second time, if they hap- 
pen to light upon a quiet one, think themselves 
almost widowers still. Btories b^en related 
to me of American tribe.;, which, although they 
were ready to believe anything, as they said, yet 
wept over their ugly idols, and could hardly be 
brought to look at Saint Agnes and Saint Clara. 
Who knows whether the king of England himself 
may not have ^me such weakness! For, 0 my 
brother and cousin ! we kings at last are but 
men ; little wiser than others. I would pray to 
heaven for his conversi^ to the Catholic faith, 
without which no good doctrine of any S:ind can 
take root and flourish in him. The force of habit 
and the force of holiness are well illustrated in the 
history I shall now relate. 

Hurtado Palmaseda dos Rios Amargos, arch- 
bishop of Evora, always wore a hair-shirt, to the 
great edification and delight of his diocesans. He 
had performed so many acts of piety, that at last 
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bU niece, Donna Sofonisba Debora de Cas^lmor, 
and a young gentlewoman who kept her coi^ipany, 
Donna Tanaquil Elisa de Leite, attempted co per- 
suade him that it no longer was necessary to his 
salvation. Sonictimes, to pacify them, ho offered 
one excuse, sometimes another ; such as, “ it is 
cool “ it is warm ** his soul required it " it 
held fewer fleas than cambric, and did not stick 
to the skin.” In faCt, such is the loving kindness 
of God and of the blessed Virgin, it really and 
truly had grown pleasant to him. 

FerdinaTid. I should like to hear the end of such 
a saint. Has your Majesty any small relic of him 
Of his shirt ? 

Johri’Mary, A something of both : but to 
proceed. 

He died in the odour of sanctity. Many thought 
his smell was like a white lily’s ; many said it had 
more of the tuberose; and there was one who 
remarked that, in his mind, rather than tuberose 
or lily, it resembled in fragrance a certain flower 
in the Island of Japan. As he was a tailor, and 
had never been a mile out of the city since the 
hour he was begotten, it was asked of him how 
he knew anything about the smell of Japanese 
flowers. He answered that he had read of it : 
which, as he was a sedentary man, was weighty, if 
not convincing. Another said that there was no 
difference whatever between it and the rose of 
fiharon, a plant of which he had seen formerly in 
a garden near Valencia, a town belonging to your 
Majesty ; but his brother corrected him, saying, 
*‘ Lope, it is indeed very like that rose which I , 
remember you once described to me ; yet, if you i 
nad ever been at Lebanon, as I have, you would ! 
have altered your mind, and have declared that 
such fragrance as this could c^ome only from the 
wings of angels, who had settled on the cedars of 
Lebanon.” Nevertheless there were many of the 
townsmen, who, in punishment of their worldly- 
mindedness and curiosity, could smell nothing 
more than w'hat they were accustomed to smell in 
their own habiliments when they threw them off* 
on the Sunday morning. Not lily nor rose nor 
cedar came distinctly forth : nor could they certify 
to their consciences aught concerning the said 
Japanese flower. Toward night, when the room 
was most crowded, doubts were entertained by 
some persons in tolerable repute, whether there 
was any miraculous scent at all. Nay, it is re- 
corded that some of the clergy leaned over the 
body and smelt it with all their might, and went 
away sjiyiug nothing. 

It pleased God that the instrument of conversion 
to thousands should be the very worst man among 
them, namely, Tiberio-Muria Somaro. 

He had been a soldier in Manilla, and had been 
seen to leer and wink and lift up his shoulder like 
an unbeliever, with some other most irreverent 
and indecent marks of contempt. An aged priest, 
the last who in his devotion leant over the body, 
beheld him with compassion, and taking him 
gently by the shirtsleeve (for the weather was hot 
and he came without his coat) led him in his 


lightness and incredulity to the bed. He lowered 
his head indifferently, as if it hung loosely on his 
neck; and throwing it up wildly, like a horse 
that one would halter, cried aloud; I dare 
hardly repeat the words ; " The . . . smells of 
sandal-wood.” 

It was the will of our blessed Lady that the 
odour should be such as she vouchsafes to grow 
excluHvely in the east, her native country. Out 
of the mouth of a vile profane wretch was she 
pleased to bring conviction. 

Ferdinand. If there is no harm in saying it, by 
her leave, methinks she chose in her wisdom odd 
words as well as an odd instrument* 

John-Mary. The miracle is the greater ; nor did 
it end here. 

Fet'dhwbnd. For the love of our Lord, my dear 
brother and cousin, let me hear the rest of it. 

John-Mary. Faith ! after what your 
has been reading, a miracle comes like a fine ^esh 
oyster after a peppery ragoflt. 

Although the Lord and his saints had given the 
good archbishop strength and courage to endure 
the hair-shirt while he was in health, and even to 
solace his fnends with the assurance that/»as a 
sinner, it was preferable, in the caf,q it gave his 
spirit, to one of linen ;^yet the skin gb'ows irritable 
in sickness, which came upon him unexpectedly, 
confined him to his bed instantly, and carried him 
ofiT after two days. 

Ferdinomd. He might have chained it without 
sin. 

John-Mary. Ah poor man ! he did not. He 
was seen indeed when death was inevitable and 
imminent, which at the beginning he had no sus- 
picion of, to attempt to change it ; but he would 
accept no assistance from anyone. He could not 
accomplish his attempt : no atfcudaiit touched 
him : yet the shirt was changed i 

Ferdinand. Mater amabilu i kyrie deisou ] 
kyrie amabilis ! mater eleis(?ii ! 

John-Mai'y. My brother and ooufim, if I could 
sing like your Majesty, I would join you. 

Ferdinand. I am in a fine frame of mind I My 
flesh creeps ; my skin tightens on the crown of 
my head like a drum in the north wind on the 
prudo. Manifest to me, I pray you, my brother 
and cousin, the further mercies of the heavenly 
choir. Wemust however beupon our guard against 
false miracles: holy church (vehement against 
imj^osture) tdaches us that. 

John-Mary. Here was,jno possibility of im- 
posture. 

Ferdinand. Certainly there could be hone : but 
was the cause tried at Romo ? 

John-Mofl'y, Regularly ; and when the paadons 
of men had cooled, as usual. 

Ferdinand. How many years had elapsed ? 

J^n-Mary, The ordinaiy number : about sixty. 
The church is never precipitate. I have read the 
whole process, with the signature of eight wit- 
ness, some of whom declare that they never saw 
the others until they met in the bed-chamber of 
the archbishop. I have seldom read such irreflra- 
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gaibla he tried to etrip himself: he 

' eould QOt : the chaste man would accept (as 1 
told your Hifjesl^) no asdstance to take off his 
shirty not eren from Donna Sofonisba, his niece, 
norftom Donna Tanaquil whom he had educated 
from eleven yean of age. The room was full of 
attendante^ clerical, m^cid, frmiliar. 

Dnrdinand. In the presence of so many persons, 
he need not have been so scrupulously shj 
modest as to deny the young ladies the servile of 
stripping him : as well might our queens object to 
the presence of archbishop, chancellor, captain of 
the guard, and six or seven other hidalgos, yhile 
they are being delivered of infimte or infanta. 

Jokn-Mary. Such was the mercy of God and of 
his mother the blessed Tirgin, that, although they 
knew and decreed that he must die soon, and saw 
thathisstruggles to change his shirt had exhausted | 
him, and aware that, if indeed he ever had felt | 
*th6 hair scratch and plague him, it could no longer 
do it, nererthelo%) in mercy to the holy man and 
for the increase gf their glory, they allowed him 
still his hair-shirt. But the hair was like the | 
goat’s of Angola, softer than silk or satin, and i 
%hter. 

Mardifhand, Gloria Deo in excelsis I Ad aquas ' 
Babylohish* | 

JoliHrMdhy. On first reading these frets and j 
the testimonials, 1 ordered the double miracle to 
be embroidered in letters of gdtd, to be inserted 
in a finely carved frame from Paris, with a rich 
hanging of dlimask behind it, and a stout plate- 
glass before (lest it should be frayed or soiled by 
the beards of the faithful, who might kiss it), and 
a noble wax-candle on each side, buining day 
and night. 

Ferdiwmd, On the compliance of his Bribinnic 
Majesty with our wishes, as suggested and mani- 
fested to us by their Majesties of the Holy Alli- 
ance, I myself will be at the expense of a copy, in 
like letters, frame, and hangings, to be suspended 
as his Mfgosty may^eem in his chapel, bed- 
room, or coujicil-chfuuber. 

JiknrMo/ry. And I, for my part^ on condition 
that he becomes a good Catholic, brings over 
the lost people of England to ^e*tme frith, do 
promise and stipnlate upon my royid word, to give 
a frir fifth of the miraculous shiri immediately, 
and a frir tenth of the cilice, or of such portion 
thereof as by the mercy of C }d shall at any future 
time be discovered upon dutV. ^ 

Ferdmamd, Is it expected that part of it may 
be found again] ^ 

JohnrMoary. The ooctors of my universities 
have not" yet decided whether it be the subject of 
trauBubstantiatlon or assumption. 

Ferdinamd, A most delicate and momentous 
point, nor hastily to be decided. Has the holy 
frther been consulted upon it] 

JohiirMafry. My biidiops would reserve athe 
adtiative to themselve% subject however to his 
tnfrlKble decree. 

Ferdintmd, They have not wit enough : I am 
resolved to recall the Jesuits. One of their 
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gresIsBt enemies told me a thing of them which 
fixenmy detennination : it sums up that a Jesuit 
is wJrth two other men, even of the best. When 
it was objected against them that they professed 
the strict propriety of lying whenever it suited 
their purposes^ he replied, that among other 
people two negatives make an affiimative, but 
that among the Jesuits one does. 

Now what higher praise can be given them] 
and this from the mouth of an adversary ! 1 do 
not approve of lying, and never Re at all, unless 
in matters of state and conscience. 

JohmrMary, If your Majesty will inform me in 
youy goodness, at what time the disciples of Saint 
Ignatius take possession of Spain again, 1 shall 
receive the intelligence most gratefully. Ever 
afterward shall 1 eat only eggs in the shell, drink 
only water from the spring, and neither take snuff 
nor wear gloves. What they are as theologians. 
Mother Church alone can decide ; they certainly 
are deep physicians both in minerals and simples, 
and save a great deal of bod-making. They are 
such casters of nativity and such prognosticators 
of futurity, they can calculate without book to 
what extent a man shall be griped and cuckolled. 
and at what hour and into what house the holy 
sacrament shall be carried before ’em. 

Ferdinand, I wonder how the devil they do it. 

JohnrMary. I wonder how kings will let it be 
done ; so many people are frightened, particularly 
the women. 

I Ferdinand. They will never be jquiet, unless we 
I give them their own way. * 

JohnrMary. Will they tiien ] 

Ferdinand. They say they will. They speak 
humbly and reverentially, and always begin with 
' Your Majesty,’ and 'Your Catholic Majesty.’ 

• John-Mary. I wfrh they may end there. Keep 
them in their posture of humility, and they can 
do little harm : let thr^m once rise up from it, and 
they will be avenged for having ever been in it. 
So say those who know them. When you expose 
their tricks and make them refund roliberies, 

they cry, ''The Church is in tribulation when 
they have tied your hands behind yon, and 
scourged you, and eaten your dinner, and emptied 
yonr snuff-box, and made your wife and children 
disavow you, and your people threaten your throat, 
then forsooth " The Church is triumphant.” For, 
these rogues are not Matthew nor Mark, nor Bar- 
nabas nor Jude,nor James nor Thomas nor Apollos, 
nor Simon nor Saul nor Peter, but "church, 
mother church, ^holy church,” and are Identified 
and indivisible as potted lobsters.* 

* The power of the olergji^ under another BfXirbon now 
reigning, may in part be estimated by the following extract 
from the eentenoe of a royal court on the Bishop of Nancy : 

*«Tbe royal court of Nancy decrees, that the passages ol 
the Mandamut constitute the crime specified in the SOlst 
and SOith articles of the Penal Code ; that the Mandamne 
alone is snfBoient to prove the culpability of the bishop 
but, taking into consideration the high /ktnetione of tlm 
Bishop of Nancy, the court declares that for the presant 
there is no ground to proceed.** 
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FerdAncmi, Take care! take care I la tfcpJte 
nothing behind those pictures ^ ^ 

John^Maay. WallB; and walls there al]^ al)y^ 
be^ and many too, between me and Jesuits. 

Ferdinand, My cousin Charles of Franoe says 
1 must have ’em. He tells me they make the 
m St comfortable crp *^*’'*e8 for confessors. If you 
say you have done i*.jj or that, they s^ they 
have done it too ; by God’s providence ; in order 
to comfort you ; and if the sin requires a scourg- 
ing, they will invent such a pleasant way of doing 
it, you would give a orusado to be scourged again. 
Beside, my cousin tells me that he hopes his 
daughter of AngouWme will bless his kingdom 
with an heir to the throne, by the intercession 
of these holy fathers : and who knows but they 
may do the like by me? My cousin says, "Had 
they come earlier, France would have been 
happy.” The other confi:atemitieB did their best, 
and failed. There may indeed be a reason for 
that, in the horrible atheism of a constitutional 
bishop, who, when the royal ordinance was issued 
for illuminating nine saints in Hotre Dame, in 
order to obtain so great a blessing, said peevishly 
and profanely, " These things are not to be done 
with candles’-ends.” 

John- Mary. Oh! there he was wrong! there 
ho betrayed his want of faith and discernment. 
But I have heard it argued that the exactions 
ind immorality of the clergy are among the prin* 
eipal causes of disturbances and revolutions. 

Ferdinand. N<urer believe it. Atheists would 
decoy you into such persuasion, that they them- 
selves might preach and say masses and possess 
tithes. 

John-Mary. Who knows whether they hare not 
succeeded in some places, lookjng just like the 
worthiest rectors and jolliest monks in Chris- 
tendom ? 

FerdU^and, Here and there one mayhave crept 
into the fold, and carried his books with him : 
but true priests must be better people than any 
other, else they could not liave received the grace 
of God to preach his word to the rest : and true 
monks are better still, for they have performed 
more miracles, and have performed them too at 
the very time when the profane and ignorant 
would fain have proved them to be the most un- 
worthy ; thus returning good for evil, blessings 
for revilings. 

Frev Lope de Homaches was circumvented by 
his enemies, while he suffered himself, like a lamb, 
to be conduct od to a garden-house by Donna Imar 
culata Floz de Cabo^a : pl^es which your M^esty 
ipust know perfectly, as they lie upon the frontier 
of Alentqj9. The cnemrs, who, your Majesty 
may suppose from their promptitude, were an- 
ciently of some guerilla, caught him inopportunely 
(as they vainly thought) and led him off (so they 
scornfully boasted) more lightly jiccoutred thim 
even partisan-war and vintage-season make requi- 
site, through the long street of Cabe^a, into the 
poaada called the 'Star of Bethlehem.’ Here 
however they had the humanity to give him the 


remainder of his dresi^ on Ids surrendMig 
veil of Donna Imaculata^ which in his hurty he hnd 
mistaken for a part of it ; though a monk’s alMi 
is seldom so blMk as that. 

John-Mary, Perhaps Frey Dope’s was one df a 
dun camel’s hair. 

Ferdinand. Nothing more likely. 1 wonder he 
did not say it : but he wanted no superduity of 
arguments or facts : he had better things at h and. 

It was Saturday eveding. 

"I will confound them in their malice and 
iniquity,” said he to the hostess, who wasassittliig 
him m several small arrangements when the 
truders had left the posada. Accordingly, the 
next morning he mounted the pulpit, a^ de- 
livered a discourse on the principles of immorality 
and infidelity, deriving them from Satan, and 
tracing them, without once missing their prograas, 
into the lodg^ of the free-masons, and the o<m- 
venticles of the quakers. 

John Mary, Quakers ! quakers ! who am they, 
brother I 

Ferdinand, Wicked men, that the devil makes 
quake eternally, but can not force ito take their 
^ts off : they eat and sleep and say their prayers 
in ’em. * 

John-Mary. God then, without a que^rion, turns 
his back upon them : lor nobody can bear that 
rudeness. But F!;ey Lope . . how fared he ? 

Ferdinand. " I do not deny,” said he, " Ikat the 
devil led me yesterday into what yotj, carnal men 
may properly call temptation. Why did he 1 To 
the confusion and conversion of sinners ; for the 
saints, the confessors, snd*marfcyT8, make him work 
for them, even on festivals, like a turnspit. Now 
suppose the mortal sin had been committed, to 
j which every man (not under especial grace) is 
jWble, they would intercede and give their sui- 
1 frages for the sinner, on his confession. By which 
dispensation, for one had thing there are two good 
ones ; confossion here, and in heaven the offering 
of those suffrages. We who*lake upon ourselves 
the offences of the people, are no better than the 
people while we are sinning ; but while we repeat 
the words of li|e in the mass, and God is created 
at our voice in the midst of them, we no longer 
are children of the world, but children of 
righteousness. He who commits sins is one ; he 
who remits them is another. Look at this time- 
piece!” 

Here he prcducedT one, given to him by an 
abbess of Merida for sundiy works performed on 
pressing occasions in her c..nvent, he possessing 
the science of discussing and removing some of the 
most malignant complaints, more speedily than 
the oldest physician, and being always on the spot 
in spring and fiill. 

"This time-piece,” he proceeded, "may be in- 
exact by an hour, by two honiB, by three ]ioiiz% 
in this twenty-four: yet I call it regular.^ Be 
paused. 

"ChristUmB!” added he, "I am i^oiood te 
obsdive your humble spirit and pious att6ntl0n. 
My words, I doubt not^ are strange to yonr earn j 
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m many things at first which afterward are 
arident and conspicuous. Now this time-piece, 
although its moyements in the sum of their day’s 
duration may be amiss, yet if any of you should 
be guided by it from hour to hour, whether for 
labour or rest, he would find that one of them is 
aa long as another : the proportions it marks are 
then equal and just. So, although a friar or priest 
shall be inaccurate in his conduct, whi^h either 
from human infirmity or for some inscrutable 
purpose may happen, yet that part of it whereat 
it is your business to look, is right enough. If 
the deyil take him aside to tempt him, yo& have 
no concern at this juncture wit!' him or the devil ; 
wait patiently till he comes back again, and then 
mind what he has authority to say.” 

Jokn-Mary, My brother! you have surely re- 
peated the whole sermon. What memoiy I what 
genius! 

Ferdi^nd, I had three thousand days' indul* 
gence for learning it ; and it cost me but a fort- 
night. • 

Frey Lope quite confounded the heretical and 
evil-minded. *He hath since proved his innocence, 
to^the satisfaction of the most scrupulous and 
hard-hearted, by fifty-nine signatures, attesting, on 
the expel^nee of the siij)8criber8, that the veil of 
Donna Imaculata has acquired the miraculous vir- 
tue of curing weak eyes. # 

John^Ma/ry. Hearing at first of the veil, I trem- 
bled to think how Frey Lope would come off. 
Gloria patri f 

Ferdifmtd, To abash his accusers and turn 
round upon his persecutors, he has published the 
whole sermon, whereto is prefixed the title-page 
of “Truth unveiled, or the Cross erected in 
pabc 9 a.” It has been presented to me upon tk 
white satin cushion fringed with silver, preceded 
by the superior of his order, who informed me 
that no remarks were made after the deliveiy, but 
snch as, 

“ That watch is no common-place ! ” 

“ That which strikes home I ” 

“ The lady abbess knew what she was about, 
when she gave Frey Lope that watch t " 

“ The saintly woman had her finger upon the 
index ; she foresaw that Frey Lope would make a 
flaming sword of it.” 

“ The black veil and brigi;t eyes for ever !” 

“ Long life to Frey Lo^ .t, with his Truth un- 
veiled, and his Cross erecteA in C Jbe 9 a 1 ” 

“ Death to the negroes, traitors to our king and 
Frey Lope I ” • 

1 was offended at finding my royal mune united 
with a subject’s, until the superior informed me 
that the words Frey Lope did not actually mean 
Frey Lope, but religion, which has always in good 
toes been identified with the monastic orders. 

Jokn^Mury. That is true, and very pro^und : 
tn matters of religion we always say one thing and 
mean another. This I heard with my own ears at 
Quebus, in a most unctuous sermon preached by 
the deacon Joam Salter, who exemplified it by 
saying that a day signified a year, and sometimes 
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anJage, among prophets and debtors, casting an 
anlry glancq at the Viscondo Anadia, who oon- 
fealad to me that he had owed him for some time 
forty pesos dueros, 

Ferdinand. My brother I many contraband 
things may be conveyed into my dominions 
through your Majesty’s frontier; among them 
are books. Irreligious ones of the first order, such 
as Cydirpedias, Natural Histories, Bibles, and 
Treatuee agaimt the Jesuits, arq strictly watched 
in the territories of Portugal * ^ut latterly there 
have been others edited of very evil tendency, 
ridiculing or reviling the functions and characters 
of princes. • 

John^Mary. The Jesuits did that 

Ferdinand. They deny it, 

JaknrMary. We have proofe. 

Ferdinand. They disdain prooEfia, and mailfblly 
reject them. 

John^Mary. The words arc plain. 

Ferdinand. So they may appear; they are 
typical. 

Jiihm-Mnry. lA typical! 

Ferdinawi. Typmd is . . wait a moment . , 
typical is . . they told me but yesterday . . No i 
typical is having two or more senses. 

John-Mary. Brother! brother! they will not 
let m have any. 

Ferdinand. 0 yes they will : only allow them 
their own way. 'flioy can not act conveniently 
I with others : the horse and ox, they inform me, 

; are not made for the same traces. 

{ John-Mary. I smell poison and gunpowder 
! under their frocks. 

. Ferdinand. I Bmcll very different things. Happy 
I those that take protection there ! They know what 
books are, and write enough for the whole world. 

, We have taken more than fifty French, English, 

I .\merican, Dutch, Swiss, and other publications, 

I in which 1 am mentioned as a tyrant, a bigot, a 
I fool, ‘in ingrate, a swindler, a liar, a perjurer So 
far was fortunate : but wliat will you say about 
my fortune, when I tell your Mi^ssty tiiat I was 
obliged to hang the valuable seTi'ant who dis- 
covered and denounced them 't 

John Mary. Could that liavo been lately! I 
thought your Majesty had bag ago hanged every 
one such. 

Ferdinand. I believe he was the last of the kind ; 
but 1 could not do leas. When he had found these 
offensive words against me in every book he 
opened, and was still prying more and more, my 
confessor said fit was enough, and asked him why 
he was not contented with what he had found 
already, as the other publications had nothing to 
do with politics or rel%ion. “ Father V’ answered 
he, “ bore are some sixty, in various languages^ 
written in various tempers, by men of various 
religions and various political opinions, yet all 
say the same thing of our gracious lord Don 
Ferdinand. If now I could find a single volume 
that speaks about him differently,^! have only to 
lay it up, and the fortune of my children is made, 
twenty years hence, as possessors of the xaresi 
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hook in the world : for it is hardly to be imaged 
that anyone else would think of preserving a Ci|py.” 

He declares he spoke this in the innocenliie of 
his heart: but innocent people, my confessor Wys, 
are very thoughtless, and thoughtless people very 
mischievous ; and mischievouB people have begun 
to think at last, that religion and government are 
their own conceruc, 

Tlic safest method for us would be to prohibit 
the iinport,atioTt of every volume, the contents of 
which are not secured and sanctified by the twlor- 
ablc cross in the title-page. 

Johri'Mantj, Your Mjyesty would act thenjike 
some philosopher T have heard mentioned . . 

Ferdinand,. Like some philosopher! Saints 
and martyrs ! confessors and angels ! and Virgin- 
Mother ! defend me from it ! 

John- Mary. He was not indeed so much of a 
philosopher as your Majesty is afraid he was. 

Ferdinand. What did he, then ? 

John-Mary, He extinguished his lamp lest the 
fleas should find him and bite him in bed. 

Ferdinand. Did he ? then he might have been 
called a philosopher, when philosopher signified 
wise man. Until the other day, I only knew that 
the mischievous sect, who now have taken the 
name, were the blindest and most ignorant crea- 
tures upon earth ; 1 never was informed that they 
are likewise the most superstitious. 

John- Mary. And are they really I 

Ferdinand. Judge for yourself now'. One of 
them, an Englishman at Turin, had so little grace, 
and so little tenderness for his own offspring, that 
he would not carry it to be baptised, cither the 
first day or the second of its birth ; saying, as au 
excuse, that there was no occasion foj* it at pre- 
sent, the boy being strong and healthy. However, 
the proprietor of the lodging, who began to fear 
that, as the river was overflow ing the country, and 
masses of ice were breaking with violence against 
the walls of the promenade, his house might 
be carried away by divine vengeance, through 
the obstinate impiety of his guest, w'ent civilly 
upstairs, and protested that, unless the infiint 
were carried to church within the hour, he would 
collect his friends and eject it with its mother 
from the premises. Her husband being from 
home, to view the course of the river in all its 
terrors, from 1 forget what palace of our brother 
of Sardinia situnted on a lofty hill in the vicinitj', 
and tlic w'orthy nurse corroborating the conscien- ! 
tious host’s importunity, she complied. The| 
infant was ha[»t ised : nevertheless it died four 
days aftcrw'ard, of sjmiptoms that resembled aj 
cough and a fevor. The heretical parents, in the ' 
hardness ».f their hearts, Wv^t without, resignation, , 
and (wrould you believe it ?) w'ere firmly of opinion 
that the cold water, throwm the more profusely 
over the creature to wash it from heresy and 
original sin (whereof heretics have just nine times 
more than catholics), caused its death ! No great 
wonder, it iQay be, that the father did so, en- 
gulfed as he was in the abyss of philosophy; but 
the noiother, 1 hear, was as harmless anfl quiet as 


any poor ignorant unbeliever oan be, and she 
also held the same opinion . . though the ewe- 
niony was performed on Christmas day 1 So much 
for the reasoning faculties of those whom the 
Lord abandons to their own devices I 

Giovacchino Pallone, the landlord, gave a sup- 
l>er to his friends and received their congratula- 
tions, on his good luck in rescuing a soul that 
never c?iu relapse, and that will keep up his own 
against the worst that can happen ; and his bro- 
ther Timoteo, tlie muleteer of Biella, who stood 
sponsor, has thereby washed his hands of a little 
murder he committed on a Frenchman some years 
back. What a generation ! Twelve months ago, 
if anyone looked hard at him, he drew his knife 
and ran into a church : he now never enters one, 
unless to ask Saint Antonio some favour for his 
mules. Myministerat the Court of Turin informs 
me that they are grown much fatter ; which other 
men, who have neither faith nor charity, attribute 
to the easy life they lead with hiili, now he loiters 
and spends his Tnoney on the roads. 

Low ignorant people will indulge their passions 
and prejudices, although the skirts‘V)f their souls 
must scorch for it. • 

Jdhn-Mwry. I should like to purclj^e aPshare 
of Timoteo s tickest for. good works,' before he 
draws too hard upon it. 

Ferdinand,. I Intend to establish a new tax, 
which every man will ])ay willingly. 

John-Maty. 1 never heard of an^such. 

Ferdinand. The pope alone has a right over 
marriages, these being sacraments, therefore I 
would not dare to think of taxing them : but 
every man shall pay au impost for sleeping with 
his wife on the night of his nuptials. The pope 
would not thwart me in this ; particularly as I 
force every man and woman in my dominions to 
]nirchase of him a Ihila de Cmifecion, without 
which they can not receive absolution on their 
death- bod; nor leave behind* them a valid will, 
nor preserve their property from confiscation. 

0 my brother and cousin ! my sides will crack 
j with laughing. 

John-Mrvry. Let me hope not Unused as they 
are to such exercise, it may indeed do them harm. 
Take this horn against it.* 

Ferdinand,. I have horns of my own, better 
than yours. I have the little-toe nail of Saint 
Jerom, the length of my fore- finger. 

John-Mary. vVhatmakesyourmajestysomerry? 

Ferdinand,. The moment Ij^efore wemet, I signed 
I the capitulation of Torrijo. 

John-Mary. I am glad to hear it. He is re- 

* The BoTnans and Neapolitans, and many Spaniards 
and Portuguese of every rank and condition, carry apiece 
of coral, amber, steel, or other substance, at their watch- 
chaii^r their breast, in the form of a horn, to protect 
them against evil eyes and other such mischief. "Vi^oever 
meets a monk tlie lirst person in the morning, turns the 
point to waitl him : even a heretic is not more inauspicious. 
Some, ashamed of currying this amulet, turn their fore- 
tingjlr slily, somewhat bent under the coat-flap or else- 
where. Fortunate, if all their superstitions wer* thus 
infantine and innocent t 
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pitted to be one 0 f the brayeet and moat hononr- 
e|de men in Spain. Dear brother and oonain, 
makee you toaa up ao many p in o hea of muff 
into your nose 1 

Ferdinand,, T<} help to mi^e me augiy and 
brave again. I will gibbet that Torrijo. 
JohthMa/ry, The aame who capitulated 1 
Ferdinand, The very same. 

John-Mary, What haa he done since 1 
Ferdinand, 1 know nothing more afiout him. 
The best of the joke is, the duo d’Angoultoe 
promised to him and to the other constitutional- 
ists, rank^ pay, and seonrity. He ought to have 
known from my station and character fhat his 
promise was illusory, and that neither another 
man’s promises nor my own are, or ever shall be, 
binding upon me. Indeed, to tell you a secret, he 
knew it as well as you do :* but he wanted to 
purchase the name of pacificator as cheaply as 
that of hero. | 

John- Mary, ^ He could not hope that, nor want 1 
it. Every French prince is a hero by acclama - 1 
tion the hour of his birih, and pacificator of the | 
universe the first squeal he utters. There is no 
instance wlferein they have not been victorious : j 
the worst that ever happened to them is, that j 
Forfung^has sometimes snatched victory out of| 
their hands, when their enemies have bitten the ' 
dust upon the snow or sea, and been utterly anni- j 
hilated. Sometimes a seveWty-four in the dis- 
guise of a corvette has pounced upon a frigate or | 
two, which all the courage of Frenchmen could i 
not save from the perfidious islanders, who fed their 
prisoners eleven weeks on saw-dust and salt-water. 

Ferdinand. Yet soW people, and some who 
desire to please me, call me a true Bourbon I 
Never in my life did 1 know anything like my- 
self, excepting a Polichinello at Andqjar; amd 
him I ordered to be brought before the council of 
Castile for counterfeiting me. By some negli- 
gence or connivance he escaped, and was con- 
demned to be hanged in effigy as contumacious. 

John-I^ao'y. Might I recommend it to the seri- 
ous consideration of your msgesty, whether so 
popular a.speaker might not with advantage be 
included in the amnesty ? • 

Ferdinand., You mean entrapped and hanged. 
Amnesty does not signify that, but only ccnfisca- 
tion and imprisonment, with cudgelling and whip- 
ping at intervals, such holidays for example, 
and the quartering of ^ ^^nteer dragoons for the 
remainder of life. • 

John-Mary, 1 should have suggested a place at 
the council-board, %^here, seated under your presi- 
dent, he would greatly strengthen the minority. 

The perfidy of Bonaparte on no oooasion was so 
Infamous as that of his mott Christian successor in Spain. 
The Due d'AngoulSme was surety for the perfunnanoo of 
the treaties aad oapitulations he entered into with the 
oonstlttttlonaliits ; all wbioh are violated. invaded 
the country, to take the power out of tbe people's hands 
. . end the vilest of the popnlaoe now possess it entirely. 
Legitimate government and catholic religion are main- 
ta^d'hy a mob of plunderers and assassins, with a fygitivc^ 
peijurer, and parrietde, at the head of them. 


Ferdinand, I huve another amm ibr good 
nour. I have found out an enemy of old 
equL • 

jfoAn-Mary, Who is Yereqni 1 
FenUnaud. Do not you Imow that he waa my 
peeeptort 

Jokn-Mary, Well I he and everybody else has 
an enemy : it is no difficult matter to discover 
one, provided he is not in the number of our 
bosom-friends. I would not punish this enemy 
of Senor Tereqni, unless he hfis offended against 
the State or the Church. Ho* may indeed have 
ii^jured a benefactor. Friendships are not sacred 
t^ngs, according to any council that was ever 
held, or any decretal of the*moBt rigid pope that 
ever filled the chair of Saint I’eter. 

Ferdinand, What ! can’t you understand ? Who 
talked of punishing a spy and confident! A pious 
man too, and one who can groan at the right place 
in his breviary like a white bear, and sing Te 
Detm like a Tyrolean bulfinch, wanting noHiing 
but a pinch of snuff to begin and end with. And 
nothing more shall he ever get from me. Yerequi 
is the scape-goat to punish. He hardly goes 
beyond the endo; and I could see in his &ce, 
when I was little more than a child, that he 
thought I deserved a whipping. I can whip now : 
and I dare : which is more than he can say. 

John-Mary. Brother Ferdinand ! I once heard 
a remark of an old lady, a relative of ours at 
Bemposta, when brother Luis of France lost hk 
head for breaking his word, together with that 
other little thing which the constitutionalists in 
their jargon call betraying his country. . that a few 
drops of blood taken from the nether quarters of 
princes, early in the day, might save them after- 
ward more than they can well spare higher up. 

Ferdinand, Qh ! oh ! down with that hand from 
the neck, for the love of Christ ! What do you 
smile at ! Put it up again : put it on the very 
spot : I don’t mind a caper for it. <1 only fancied 
1 1 was afraid : that is, I only fancied it might make 
you so, or, at least, rather ui; -lufortable : for 
myself 1 was not in the least. 

John-Mwry. A little alarmed j a little bit 
shocked and shivering ; a very very little ; I do 
think, now, brother Ferdinand » aud I beg your 
pardon for my inadverWucy. 

Ferdinand, No, by Santiago I no, by San Jose ! 
no, by San Spiridion ! I never felt a moment’s 
fear in my whole life. I have thought it ; aud 
others have thought it too : but they lied ; the 
fools and thieves lied : there was nothing in it, 
as I hope fof Paradise. 

I will now tell you, my brother and cousin, 
what 1 intend to do with bishop Queypo. Take 
out your handker<feief : you will 4augh until 
yon cry again. It is my plan and order to have 
him condemned to six years’ imprisonment in a 
monastery, after a year or two of jail. Is not thal 
pleasant! 

John-Mary, It may be just. 

Ferdinand, But isnot it lauglwblel 
Jdkm-Mary, How so! laughable things; mi 
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isoasin and brother^ requite a good deal of ciim^ 
epection and inquii^. One would not lan^^ « 
aJl at ono6> aa a mule braiya^ but latber aaj a piaw 
or credo between the thbag laughed at and lie 
laugh. * 

Ferdinand, Bo you know the old ▼ipei'a age t 
Jchn-Mary* Bishop Queypo’a ? 

Ferdinand, Bishop Queypo’i^yea : but be is not 
the bishop he was, by a quintaL 
Ji^n-Marjf, I do not know him : I ne?er heard 
of him before. ^ 

Ferdinand. 0 ! then no wonder you missed the 
joke. Eight y^anf imprisonment for a man mghty 
years old ! Lau^ now ! laugh now i Here n 
another good tMng. People think him very 
learned and pious, very patient and conscientious: 
Saez recommends that the younger monks be ap- 
pointed to instruct him in hia Ohristian duties. 

John-Mary, Brother, brother ! his master Christ 
will call him away in the midst of the lesson, and 
let us hope he may be found perfect t 
Ferdinand. What ! before the six next years of 


Ferdinand. Brother and ooudh 1 one wuad Ig 
your ear I Of all the monasteries In my duii)4^ 
that to which I have destined him 

fiilleit of lice and fleas : the dogs and cats )mow 
it^ and will not enter on flsh-daysnr flesh-days: 
the tnarBun and BwsdlowB scream as they fly past» 
and never did one of them build her nest under 
iheioof. This 1 believe is tim reason, but 1 have 
heard of gnoth^ : that they come from Barbaiy; 
and, being MooriBh, instinctively shun the purity 
of our 

JohnrMary. I have observed them under the 
tiles of my convents in great plenty. 

Ferdinand. Tour monks are less holy : they 
wash and comb themselves. 

John-Mary. Malice says it. Sometimes in ex- 
cessively hot weather they do, and to heu: con- 
fessions in private honses, where an odour too 
religious might afreet the licl^ particularly the 
women. 

i Ferdinand. Mere men of the world 1 men noitrar 
yenerationis I The> women should be accustomed 


his imprisonment are over 1 I shall pray against to the odour while they are welL 

that every night and morning, and spend in the | John-Mary. Generally they are : but there are 

churches ton thousand crowns to cross it. How- ; some faint stomachs that want civet even in 


ever, if he dies before the term of the sentence is 
completed, he shall not be buried in his cathedral, 
nor with mitre and crosier on his tombstone. 
But I can not think Mary and the other saints 
are so spiteful to me : 1 fancy I see them with 
their ears at the door, listening to the constitu- 
tional rebel as he says his lesson, and now and then 
putting him out. I know they will do anything 
for me : I have always put my trust in them. 

John-Mary. Bishops are under the protection 
of angels. 

Ferdinand. 1 know that. I have contrived t^t 
iViey shall not approach Senor QuOypo. 

John-Mary. Impossible 1 my dear cousin and 
brother 1 

Ferdinand. Possible enough, and sure enough, 
though perhaps they little suspect it. 

JohnrMary. Nay, nay, my brother ! that laugh- 
ter .. I beg pardon . . I mean no ofience, but 
surely that laughter is rather too irreverent. 
Pious men may do many things that others may 
not ; but we must not tempt nor be tempted. 

Ferdinand. Tore God, he is little temptation 
for ’em. 

Joh7irMary. Your Majesty’s genius Is gre%t 
beyond comparison, and the mercies God hath 
shown you are manifold. 

Ferdinand. Else the rogues wo’dd have had 
me on the gallows. This little bit of lead kept 
me down on my legs : had they searched me and 
found it and taken it away, I might have mounted 
the ladder. 

JohnrMary. Is one kiss permitted me on that | 
aaored image) 

Ferdinand. Kiss it ; but under the left jaw ; 
ttiia is the part to be guarded. 

Kow about the angels. 

Jekn^Mary. And the angels too will protect 
whom they please. 


sanctity. 

Ferdinand. Jades! I wish I had thdm uhder 
lock and key with old Qudypo. If the fihgels, as 
I was telling you, came within whistle of those 
walls, they would have nothing else to do for the 
remainder of the week than to pick one anotheril 
wings. ** 

John-Mary. Brother, I doubt whether the 
angels are subject to such vermiu. 

Ferdinand. In heaven certainly not : but here 
even Michael, though in the act of cutting down 
a heretic, must put aside his sword and scratch 
himself. The older angels are too cunning ; they 
know the place. As for the younger, I am secure 
of them : I have ordered that no change of linen 
be brought to the wicked wretch : his clothes 
I have been rotting on his body for several months, 
and at last they are so full of holes that no decent 
! young angel would turn his eyes toward them.* 

I An excellent plan has been laid before me for 
I the deportation 5f all the constitutionalists* 

I John-Mary. Deportation 1 whither ) 

I Ferdinand. The plan contains nothing about 
that. Sealed orders maybe opened when they 
are at sea. 

John-Mary. ^our r^ajesty must provide bis- 
cuits and water, in a quantity proportionate to 
the voyage. 

Ferdinand. Not 1, not I ; the plan has nothing 
in it of biscuits and water. Beside, is there not 
water enough in the sea for any number) and let 
them borrow biscuits from the safrors, on their 
own credit. 

’I* ThM onulti^a were all pommltted againsl; Queypo, 
for havtbg taken the oath of alleglaooe. whioh Ferdinand 
himnelf took, to the Constitution. On his removal from the 
Jail to the monastery, some woman had the oompfsaioii 
and emumge to throw a little of thoir own apparol over hit 
j nakedness, and to cover his aged head from the iitid4ay 
I ran m July. 
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Sak9i*Maii^» Bal the aailon auxAt have enough, MM-Mary^ Did no Ughtidng nor other Judg^ 
So thc^r ehaH meut &U upon the dog 1 

To give or lend 1 lMinand» On the contraiy, it was feared that he 

Ferdinand, 1 hare nothing to do with Ihe mi^t fiiirly claim et&nal life ; which would hare 
traihe of sailora. be^ a dreadful dispensation ; for he is the noiwest 

John* Mary, Unless it pleases God to work a dog in Logrona Bat the women and monks 
miracle in &vour of the constitutionalists!, they knew their business. They drove a stake an ell 
must perish. • long under his tail, and held him with his head 

Ferdinand, In their &vour 1 do you kj^w what downward, until a surgeon could arrive, who caro- 
they have done 1 fully removed his lower entrails. The host was 

J<hn-Mary, Unwise things, no doubt : but your not found there; on which the .bells vrere rung, 
int^esty seems to me less happy now, less tranquil, tapestry displayed, and cannoif fired. It was 
and less safe, than when you joined them. ^ however in the stomach, whence the creature 
Ferdinand, The mule that breaks loose, is less ejqctcd it from his mouth wdth severe convulsions, 
quiet than when he was in the shafts : but he is Several devils flow out at the same moment. Some 


free. 

Jokn^Mary. My brother! if that word animates 
oven you so greaUy, what wonder if it animated 
the less intelligent ! 

Ferdinand, Again, *again I ask you, do you 
know 'sfhat they have committed ? 

J ^hn-Mary, ^ieeently 1 

Ferdinand, Within this week. 

John-Mary, Not fully nor exactly. 

Ferdinand, Sacrilege, sacrilege. Kobbers have 
bftken into a church at l^ogroilo, and stolen the 
bodyofeSd. 

J(An-lfary. Ave-Miirf.i ! Claiiiavi do profundi- 
tatibtts. I hope they au taken, aud the body of 
our Lord recovered. * 

Ferdlnard. Recovei'LAl, it is true, l>ut after dogs 
liad eaten it. 

John-Mary. Alas! a-las ! alas! that is not re- 
covered. 

Ferdinand. Brotlier and cousin, do uot be Ixcre- 
tical 1 I 

John^Mary. God forbid I I 

Ferdinand. The true faith is, that the body 
our Lord having only passed the diaphragm 
of dog or other aninuil, is the Lord s bod} still : 
let it enter the viscera, the long gut 1 mean, and 
uot even his blesfed mother could make it hio 
again. • 

Jokn-Mary. I am so full of horror, i want fo 
hear the rest. 

Ferdl mnd. The thieves were pbrsuod by monks, 
women, soldiers, and dogs. Nothing could ex- 
ceed, as was thought, the right spirit of the dogs : 
they appeared to be angrier than the monks 
themselves : it was belj*'"ed that the Lo^ would 
glorify himself by thea i^le ai^mals. ** Out of 
the mouth of babes and sucklings,” and so forth . . 

I forgot tlie remagider; no matter. Suddenly, 
when they had listened ou the heaviest and slow- 
est of the sacrilegious, he who held the holy v^sel 
thl^lV it on the ground, and out fell ,the body of 
1 , > The verj" dog that was thought the moot 1 
left the rogue for it, and would have | 
allowed it. You know, my cousin and brother, 
that swallowing the wafer is no easy matt<fir when 
we first begin ; it often sticks to the roof of ihn 
taottth ; ai^ I have seen a a«h who has done 
penance all her life, becaase she coughed it 
out 


people say they could distinguish eight or nine ; 
others could count but four, being terrified and 
taken suddenly, although they heard the voices of 
many. 

John- Mary. What could they have been about? 

Ferdinand. Tempting, tempting, tempting: 
their old trade. 

John-Mary, But out they flew then 1 Gloria 
Deo in excelsis ! if the wind was fair for Morocco, 
and they took that course. If they tarried in 
Portugal, it could only be among the Jews or 
English. But in what condition was the blessed 
body 1 

Ferdinand. It was discovered enveloped in bile. 
The priests say that the bile is the dog’s bile: 
the monks, with greater piety, contend that il 
proceeds from the ixxly of our Lord, indignant at 
such treatment, and that what appeared the most 
awful visitation wa.s a miracle vouchsafed to th^ 
city of Logrofio. The people in their consterua. 
lion sec no miracle in an affront producing bile, 
and pray before it, that in due time it may depart. 
Their contrition^has begun to produce this effect, 
and every morning it is somewhat lessened. 

Jolm-Mary, Have the bishops and archbishops 
been consulted? 

i\rtUii>ind. Naturally, 
j .'.lurtj. What can be doi/^ ’ 

i \ i difiuud. They have ordered two public pro- 
i cesaious ; one, to appease the angoi of the Divine 
I Majesty, for the affront of stealing . His Divine 
Majesty’s body ; the other, to make him forget 
what the dog did, from beginning .to end* ; which, 
as I told you, seems to be aocomplishing. I have 
issued an edict, that every dog of the same family 
with that most execrable one, be hanged or shot ; 
and that whoever shall be convicted of having in 
his possession one begotten by, or allied to, pater- 
nally or maternally, the said most execrable, shall 
be considered as a heretic, infidel, and traitor. 
John-Mary, Let ^ hope, by the blessing of 

■ - • 

♦ Lisbon Oaeette. «On the 4th of July, 1826, the oonvenl 
of Saint Antony was robbed of the sacred and oon- 

secrated wafers. The bishop ordered a public processfoot 
in order to appe-nse the anger of the Divine Mejeety.* 
Anger against whom ? 

It must be a very weak mind that fancies Christianity 
can be injured by these recitals of superstition, in whioli 
the ideas of divine majesty are quitch abaiird at lln 
wildest in the religion of Bramah. 
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Qod*6 mother and her sweet infhnt, that afihliArili 
begin, ere long, to go on better in your mtifMflt 
kingdoms. \ 

Ferdinand. We may indeed hope it ; jthe 
blessing of Sant-lago added to the infimt’i and the 
Virgin-mother's . . I meaii^ the motkerof tkethotuand 
paim ; none of the rest for ine 1 In token of it, 
they delivered into my hands two soeletiea of free- 
masons. One was detected with a line upon the 
table ; which line the heretical thieves dedared 
was a hshiug-live ; although there was no other 
sign of it than the hook and horse-hair. The other 
was heard to^take the most tremendous and diabo- 
lical of oaths . . I dace not repeat it. Yes, I witt . . 

Ave Maria 1 Ave Maria I Ave Maria I 

Now then hear it 

Johu-Mary. Et cum spiritu tno! Et cum 
spiritu tuo ! Et cum spiritu tuo ! 

I am prepared, my brother ! it can do me no 
harm. 

Ferdimind, They swore they would love and 
help their brethren in all dangers and adversities. 
So ! they would love them on the scaffold, and 
help them (if they could) at the stake. The people 
tore them to pieces, as cleverly as Andalusian 
colts could have done it. Here, my brother and 
cousin, behold the vast superiority of our religion 
over theirs ! The monks who caught them in 
Jlatjrante . . 

John- Mary. A bad rebellious town I whereabout 
does it lie 1 

Ferdinand. I don't know exactly, but some- 
where southward . . no matter for that .* . these 
charitable monks, who had been ejected from the 
same place, sang service for the defunct upon 
them ; and (would you believe it?) their wives and 
daughters ran out of their houses and called the 
holy men . . afore God, I think- it sinful to say 
what the women called them. But the Virgin 
shall be informed of it, word for word, and the 
sluts shall blush at such language. You see, even 
the women, though they never heard the oath 
nor entered the chamber, were infected 1 old and 
young ! What a serpent is this frce^mawnry / 

We shall come at last to the knot of traitors at 
the bottom of our disturbances and insurrections. 

I told Father Cirilo so, and he gave me the best 
advice a true vassal and good Catholic could give. 
He said to me, Sire, will you pardon the frank- 
ness of my speech V* 

I replied, " Say anything, Father Cirilo, if you 
can remove by it jmy perplexities.” 

May I liken your Majesty to an inferior 
creature?” added he. 

It did not very well please me to be likened to 
anything on earth ; yet I answered (for I began to 
be curious &nd anxious), ** 1 iiVnn mc^ me ; 
make haste.” 

" Then,” said Father Cirilo gravely, ** Your 
M^esty, by suoh paternal clemency as you would 
extend, in coming to what yonr mi^esty is giw* 
ciously pleased to call the knot of traitors at the 
bottom of oqj^vdisturbanoes and insaiTeotion% 
feminds xqie of a negro . 


''Hdidt holdl* I oioUdimld^ Ibr 1 ImM At 
nwaat a eonstifritloiialisi He oomctedittyiiilih 
and declaim he only ineant^ aa hia explaaa- 
tion would denumsttate, a poor lirtlow-ehAdiaii 
Puerto Bioo. He continued, '^The good slave 
and oook Dias had just returned from the happy 
oountiy still under your xm^esty's paternal care 
in the America^ and was ordered by his master^# 
more erpeiienc^ servant in the same capaolly 
Juan Miutines Almsgro of Seville, to prepare thi 
onions for dinner. Dias had seen him begin to 
peel one, and immediately turned to the same 
occupation. Now he had Uved with an old aunt 
of his master, whose stomach could not hear 
onions, and he had never dressed or seen any. He 
thought he could commit no mistake in the peet 
ing of them> as he had observed the master oook 
tearing off and throwing aside two or three coats 
of one. He therefore went^on, and coming at Isst 
to nothing, cried * Don Juan I I do not find the 
onion.' In like manner does your msjesty. You 
must begin with the first peel, thrCw that into the 
boiler ; then take the second and throw that in ; 
and then in succession the remainder. All are 
implicated in the conspiracy against your nuyesty's 
beneficent government, excepting thosjS who look 
after the conspirators ; one among a th^fisand.” 

1 could hardly have imagined, my brother and 
cousin, the wicke(lno88 of my people if Father 
Cirilo had not demonstrated it. Lately came the 
foot to our knowledge, that, although great part 
of the constitutionalists have no religion, a cer- 
tain sect is springing up of zealots and fanatics. 
Instead of sacrificing a god, five of which can be 
bought for a forthing (so indulgent is he in letting 
us both buy and eat him), these unconscionable 
wretches have nothing less in view than the abo- 
htion of our bull-fights, by the sacrifice of our 
cattle. In the papers of a constitutionalist we 
found many axioms and problems; to some of 
which were written the words, ** it seems reason- 
able ; ” to others, " not improbable;” to more still, 
" query.” But we found, in larger letters, and 
without any of these notes, signed by a miscreant 
of the name Constat, "these words : 

" Before a long serenity can be hoped for 
Europe, the black cattle must be sacrificed to the 
Tempests.” 

Tempests means devils, who often come in t.hAm^ 
and to v^om the new sect offers sacrifice. 

John-M ary. 'N^ery bad ! very bad ! But devils may 
be exorcised, and (I believe) from living men 
ratlier than from dead ones. If we hang and bum 
any, the devils will fiy into others and escape ns* 
Exorcism makes them so heartily sick, that they 
have no appetite for any such tenement as tb iy 
have been ousted from, and havh need of their 
native air again. 

Ferdinand. Do you know, brother Don JoW^ 
Haiy, Itow happy I am above the other princee of 
theagel 

John^Manf. Year miyesty is indeed sOp appa 
xentlyw 

Ferdinand, Yon must know why. 
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JokhMary* Among tlie many oanaes of «xaUa> 

" P^inand, Well^ well I go on . . why the devil 
do yon atop) 

JohnrMary. It would be difficult to hit upon the 
preciae one. Perhaps by your nud^aty bel^ the 
Moat Catholic. 

Ferdinand, That only led to it. Surely you 
know well eiough I am the object of a pa^cnlar 
prophecy in the Holy Bible. I have a whole pro- 
phecy to myself. 

First I must inform you, what I understand is 
believed by every sect of Chiiatiaoa . . if indeed 
any are to be called Christians who refuse to obey 
the vicar of Christ . . . 

JohnrMary, No^ no, no. There may be Pela- 
gians, Arlans, Protestants, Freemasons ; but Holy 
Mother Church, as Canon Bento Pinto da Cunha 
preached to us in my chapel, is no Amphisbaena. 

* fVdinand. Who is Amphisbienal 

JohfhMary, I <^uld not rightly understand him, 
whether it was re^ly a single beast with two heads, 
tugging two ways, one ^ them where the tail 
should be . . . 

Ferdirumd, Nonsense! nonsense! 

JmhnrMary, He seemed to explain it this 
manned; ]j|tft I fancy he must have meant two 
creatures olathe canine race, pelted in the street 
for immorality. 

Ferdinand, Ay, ay ; there is SSnse in that. But 
what has it to do with the prophecy ) 

John^Maryf Tour mcyesty was about to mention 
a tenet of the Church that every man adhered to. 

Ferdinand, Eight ! ri^ht ! Whatever the pro- 
phets, and doctors, and evangelists, and disciples 
said to people, the people took as if it was said to 
them. 

John-Mary, Certainly. 

Ferdinand, The more fools they for their pains. 
Nothing was meant as it was spoken : and if it was 
said to one it was intended for another. The pro- 
phets had a sort of squint in their tongues. If 
they promise^ anything good to anyone, the sim- 
pleton was sure to he dj^ppointed in it : and if 
they threatened a rogue or a city, the threat fell 
on other folks a thousand miles off.* Now you are 
prepared in some sort for my prophecy. Many at 
the time believed our Lord was talldng to seme 
people who grudged him a little essence of vanilla, 
and who pretended they would have given the 
three reals ” (the price ol .jn those days) to the 
poor, rather than perfume his stoclflugs and pan- 
taloon with it, much as they might want it in 
that hot countiy. fhey did not observe him 
looking over his shoulder toward me, who was 
not then bom ; nor understand bun, saying, ** The 
poor ye have riways with you." 

HabetU pauperes eemper v&bUeum, 

John-Mary, Gloria Dec in excelsis I • 

Ferdinand. Now I have, in Spain alone, not 
countii^ the Americas and Indies, above eight 
bundred thousand mouths, that must either ^e 
filled by alma or stopt by halters. 


DON JOHN-MART-LIJIS. 

JdkfhMa/ry, Sad alternative ! 

Fef^inand, Sad enough for them : but show me 
anotMer king, in our timei^ whom God and Us 
bleasld Mother, and those about them, have 
thoafht worthy of a special propheqy. The most 
favoured of my ancestors never had in their domi- 
nions more than half the number, of those who 
held such tickets of admission to the kingdom of 
heaven. All orders of monks, all ranks of mli- 
gionists, cry “ Beat! pauperes !” What a number 
of people We I made eternally jbiappy, without 
any care or trouble about *em ! And the very best 
in my dominions . . I mean of laymen. Mests 
and,monks do not require a sipiilar slate of pro- 
bation. They are ready for martyrdom, when 
their Lord calls them, but would fiire reasonably 
well seven days in the week, in order to work 
the better in his vineyard. The rest I have made 
light for the long journey, and almost as ready to 
undertake it as their spiritual guides. Have I 
not reason then to be superlatively joyful ) 

JohnrMary, Certainly, my brother, God hath 
anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy 
fellows. 

Ferdinand, Hold! Have you a dispensation, 
my brother and cousin, for using the wmds of the 
Bible 1 1 would not venture to go beyond Baint 
Isidore or Saint Augustin. 

JohnrMary, They may always be used toward 
crowned heads. It is generally thought by theolo- 
gians that the best of them were made expresedy 
ffir us. 

Ferdinand, Not unlikely. Ton are deep, my 
brother, in the dogmatists. 

JohfhMary. Discreetly ; sufficiently ; not much 
amiss : but I began to doubt whether the said oil 
of gladness . . 

• Ferdinand, Th(^ devil you did I to doubt 
about it ! 

JohnrMary, YThether it is an oil that is likely 
to heep, though it has been in great demand df 
late among the champions of legitimacy. 1 am 
ahraid some hot weather may affeci iU 

Ferdinand, And now, j^n Joho-Maiy, my 
brother and cousin, I must come to the point with 
you, in the most amicable way possible, cm your 
invasion of my territories. 

J ohnMary. May it plea^ r your mqjesfyto inform 
me, what portion of your majesty’s tenitoiy has 
been rashly entered by my troops, withont my 
knowledge ? 

Ferdinand, 1 know not whether your foroes, my 
brother and cousin, have invaded it; but yon style 
yourself King of India. How can tW 1^, when I 
myself am King of both the Indies ! Tour miyesty 
is legitimately (inasmuch as what is found^ on 
usurpation can be legiflmate) King of Portugal, 
Alga^e, Braail, Guinea, KtWpia, Arabia, and 
Persia. 

John-Mary, Certainly, my brother, and of India; 
not of both Indies. 

Ferdinand, No, by the Mother of God! nor 
of one. 

John-Mary, Pardon me there, Don Ferdinand I 



442 IMAQIKART OONYBBSAtlOKS. 


this gold i^dce will prove it Hepliokets 

it! No matter! > ^ 

Ferdinand. Will you resi^ it, my dear blather 1 
John-Mari/. Willingly, willingly I fivehJ;idrod. 
Ferdinand. What do you mean, my brotVerand 
eouein I 

Joker Mary. Thecnisado. 
jFerfiiftartd. Whatcrusadol 
John-Mary. That upon which I exhibited to 
your majesty my a]:ms and rights. 

Ferdinand.^ fAood of the martyrs! belly and 
backbone of tne confessors ! you never showed me 
one such in the whole course of your life. 

JoknrMary. I intended it then, and will at any 
time. 

Ferdinand. No shuffling, my brother and cousin 1 
Will you resign my kingdom ? 

John-Mary. 1 will never resign the kingdoms 
that the Holy Trinity hath placed under my 
sceptre. My good people of India shall not be 
deprived of a father by an unworthy cession. 

Ferdinand. Then Gk)d and my right! I will 
fight for it to the last drop of my blood. 

John~Mary. By proxy, as usual, I hope, my 
brother Ferdinand. Your miyesty has already 
spilt in this manner the best belonging to you, 
enough to float more than your fleets, and never 
soiled frill nor ruffle . . though you once (to do 
you justice) had your stocking down at heel 
firom it. 


I Under the administratien of OMuOng, who* thioatSPins 
I to establish at one time absolutism, at another time to* 

' publioanisni, was abjured by both parties H was pOi 
mltted Louis XVlll. to undo all that our snnles| fifths 
time of Peterborough to the time of Welletfey* , had hem 
fighting for in the Peninsula, and ultimat^ had at- 
tained. French influence was restored. Alter a long 
series of cruelties. Judicial and eztradudieial, and after 
the death of Ferdinand, Spain turned on hei^ side again, 
but never could rise up. However, thera was one honest 
man still left in public life ; and, singular enougli, he was 
placed at the head of the nation. Louis Philippe saw this, 
and thought it a personal affbont. To supplant Sspartero, 
he sent across the Pyrenees small sums, but sufficient to 
make the nearest of the military stumble and fkll; and 
th^ were prepared to receive that person of his family 
who united most of harlotry and bigotry. She disbnraed 
more largely, from what had been deposited by h«r in 
Franoe, both during her husband’s reign, and after his 
decease. Spain was instantly prostrate before her. Such 
is the result of a long and sanguinary war against the 
Intruder : here lie her constitutions, every ohapter of 
every one : even their title-pagfs, indexes, and covers : 
here lie the laurels of Wellesley, withered, weigh tlesi* 
and bestrewing the path of Narvaes. WhaJ misery will 
not kings inflict on nations fur the aggrandisement of a 
family ! But what misery, what fegr^atiou, what in- 
famy, ever equalled those inflicted upon Spain, in thrust 
ing back against her, first a pensioner, then an outcast v 
and constraining her, with traitors uihl assassins at her 
throat, to lick up again those two vomits ! Let it^ never 
more be questioned that Louis- Philippe is a genuine 
branch of the Bourbons, whatever may' b.) the resem- 
blance he bears in person and demeanoul to the oatoh- 
pole at the Sttnea in Florence. 


MAHOMET AND SERGIUS. 


Mahomet. Thou knowest, my dear Seigius, that 
heretofore the bishops of Rome have conferred 
and counselled on the necessity of depriving the 
priesthood of marriage, that the brethren may 
devoted to them entirely, and insulated from the 
people. 

Such a scheme indeed hath been agi- 
tated more than once ; yet I suspect it can never 
be carried into ezeentiou. If the Roman pontiff 
should succeed in his intentions, would the Greek 
follow) 

Mahomet. There hath always been jealousy be- 
tween them, of each other’s weight and authority. 

Seryius. It began about dresses and jewels, then 
flamed forth again on the comparative number of 
rich widows and holy virgins, in the convents of 
East and West. As ])eautj^ and embroideiy, 
music and mutilation, are matters of taste and 
opinion, they looked for something to split upon 
decorously. An iota served : thiS iota clove many 
thousand skulls, and found nothing. Latterly they 
have fought upon surer ground, over the relics of 
coufessdl's and martyrs, abd, in time of truce, have 
bidden high against each other for *the best odour 
of sanctity any Jew or Arab would bring them. 

Mohamet. I myself keep in reserve the thigh- 
bone of an honest jade of a mule ; the fellow of 
which thigh-bone is inclosed in a glass case at 
Ancona, 4 ft»belonging to Saint Eufemia. My saint 
was rather a wincing out. I shonld not have liked 


to put my’muzs^le qui'ie so near her crupper, in 
her state of probation, as the feithful do now she 
is canonised. 1 introduced oil of amomum, a 
perfume unknown among the Italians, into both 
bones. The first, like a fool, I sold for three hun- 
dred gold pieces : the remaining one shall bring 
me, with God’s help, five hundred : proving its 
authenticity by identity ofeodour, and thus con- 
founding the sceptic and scoffer,^^ If men are 
wilfully blind, let them remain so : they shall fell 
into the ditch when there is none to help them. 
In vain does* the cresset shine from the tower, if 
the perverse will run upon the shoals and rocks. 
In vain does the cryer’s voice cry " God is great,” 
if we hang back and budge, and will not lend 
him even our little finger, to try a portion of his 
strength thereon. ^ But he saith, 1 am a sword 
to the wickSd, and a shield to the good, and a 
mountain-encampment with living waters, to 
him and him only wHo ]^aceth his trust in me.” 
Thus saith the strong and merciful, whose name 
be praised evermore, through his servant, the dust 
of his feet. "Did I not,” saith he, "hide the 
prophet Jpnas three days and three nights in the^ 
whale’s belly ’ But my prophet Mahomet^ whotn 
I fanve chosen to be cover and daap, pumioe^stone 
and thong, to the book of prophecy,. hath kin 
three times three in a loouat’s,** 

« SergiiUM. Qniet 1 quiet I never ny thi^ \ 

! OatholioB will think either that thou moekesi m 
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tM tlioii miiMait tlioir impodeaoe^ and irill 

2 iaiom 0 $. IviU preach where there aie no itoM 

big 

6efyiu$, Th^ wiK crubify thee. 

Mahomet, 1 will preach where there aie no trees 
high enough. 

They will bum thee aliye. 

Mahomet. I will preach where thegr aha]} be 
burnt alire themselyes if they come near mo, and 
without a &ggot, a wisp of straw, or a match. 
Hen are very humane in the desert : it is only 
where there are meadows and oom4eIds, a^d 
young nuns and choiisters, that the gadfly of 
persecution pricks them. 

iSWpuM. Thou talkest reasonably again^ drop- 
ping in thy phraseology from the third heaven of 
oriantaliam. 

^Mahomet. Leave me my third heaven: we agreed 
upon it 

Sergius. We will pick the male’s thigh-bone 
together. • 

Mahomet. My mule, I promise thee, Sergius, 
shall carry botfa^of us the first stage on our 
journey. 

Ag^^o business. 

If my mti^juction is somewhat long, It is only 
that I may sufbothen the pafh to arrangements of 
great advantage to thee, unoffered and unpreme- 
ditated in *any former conversation. Although 
the Greeks haj^ the earliest and best claim to 
supremacy, if mdeed the Christian dispensation 
could admit any (which the first Roman bishops 
denied), the Emperor Mauritius wished the 
patriarch of Coustantiuople to possess it, that 
something like order might at length be esta- 
bliabed in his extensive and loose dominions, and 
Giat the lust of ecclesiastical power might be con- 
trolled by the presence of the imperial. TJiis 
cost him his life from the pope, who himself did 
not live long enough to gather the fruits he had 
engrafted with so sSilful and sharp a knife. 
Popes trip up«one another, like children on the 
icy streets of Cyzicus. Gregory and Sabinian 
followed in rapid march : then came Bonifacius, 
who found on the throne Phocas, the* murderer of 
his emperor and patron! Never were two such 
men so well met ; they upheld one another ; and 
Berne from that time forward hath preserved the 
authority she ukrped. ! ^ath always been an 
suxiliary of the audacious adt* the unjpst, knowing 
that they pay best and promise most, and that 
right and equity, peaccaand honour, want nothing 
expect nothing at her hands. Her thunders 
aie oomposed from chaos; her light from the 
fragments of civilisation and the flames of war. 
We will take advantage of the weakness that 
wiekednesB leaves behind it, and of the hatred 
and contempt in which paped ambition is holden 
tlirough Gteeoe and Asia. * 

Sergius. I hope the Roman pontiff may at least 
atder the priests to observe celibacy, if he does 
eiah aulject them to another ceremony, taken, like 
Ibe gMter part (ffihefrworsMp, from the ancient 


rites of^Pybela. An excellent regimen for priestel 
but it would ruin monachiam. 

Mahmet. So*&r is the Greek church from 
a desiil to imitate the Roman, that I am well 
oonvimJed she would, for contradictiou, in- 
stantly order both priests and monks to many. 
On this principle, in my institutions I am resolved 
to allow fmir wives to every man. In order to 
strengthen the oriental church agamst the occi- 
dental, and that you never may suppose I would 
take an undue ^vantage of you, recommend 
that you should prove from the Scriptures how 
eveiy tenth girl belongs to the religious, as 
clearly* as every tenth lamb and jrheat-sheaf, and 
that monks are more religious than priests. 

Sergius. Thou canst not prove the former. 

Mahomet. Nor thou? 

Sergius. No. 

Mahomet. Nor both together? 

Sergius. I question it. 

Mahomet. 0 thou infidel! the Scriptures con- 
tain everything. 

Sergius. I have no mind, friend Mahomet, they 
should contain this. I will never have ten wives, 
nor four, nor any : and, if the (Ecumenical bishop 
orders those under his authority to repudiatf 
theirs, certain I am that our church will exhoii 
and command every priest, and perhaps every 
monk, to take one. ^ 

Mahomet. Well ! what harm 

Sergius. Short-sighted mortal ! what harm in- 
deed 1 If she bids us have wives of our own, she 
will shortly come to such a pass that she will bid 
US have none but our own : a grievous detriment 
to the vital interests of the faith. 

Mahomet, thou art the heartiest laughor under 
heaven. Prythee let thy beard cover thy throat 
a|:ain. There now !*thy turban has fallen behind 
thee. Art thou in fits 1 By my soul, I will lay 
this thong across thy loins, if thou tossest and 
screamest in such a manner, to the scandal of the 
monastery. 

Mahomet. Words are magical, ilio blindest 
and tendered young saiiitling that ever was 
whelped, cou|i not have whined so pathetically, 
* A grievous detriment to the vital interests of 
the faith ! ’ 

Sergius. There is a tim'^ >ji all things. Now a 
serious word with thee. 

Mahomet. Let me hear it. 

Sergius. Brother Pemphix, a worthy priest, hath 
espoused a beautiful creature. 0 the charms of 
such a frieudshin as mine with Pemphix ! 1 am* 
the confessor of tne fair Anatolis. Ah, Mahomet.* 
Mahomet ! The delight of authority ! the divinex 
power of persuasion! tj^e glory of hearing the 
appeal, * Now ought I, sweet Sergius ? ' * 

Mahomet. I discover all her beauty at those 
words. 

Sergius. Perish then those words for ever I Her 
beauty ought to rest upon my heart, veiled and 
sacred : no thought should dwell with it, no idea 
rise from it, but mine. 

Mahomet, Is she so very beauteous? Why 
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sigheut thou and maddenest and Btar&t) la 
there anything strange in the question ) r I never 
saw her nor heard of her. r 

Sergius. Anatolis is a star. f 

Mahomet. Bad ! ® 

Sergius. Heaven itself . . . 

^Mahoun t, Worse and worse. She .niuBt be too 
much for thee. 

Sergius. Peace^ profane one I Anatolis is a 
rose ... 

Mahomet. they all are. God made the 

rose out of what was left of woman at the creation. 
The grcft difference is, wo feel the rose’s thorns 
when we gatliorit ; and the other’s when we have 
had it some time. 

Sergius. The gales of Paradise breathe from this 
opening bud. 

Mahomet, Gales never were given for one only. 

Sergius. The mild even-tempered Anatolia is 
the coyest and most difficult young creature ; and 
Pemphix complained to me about it, a few days 
after their union. 

Canst thou do nothing with her, brother Ser- 
gius ? Try, for the love of God ! Bouse thyself I 
rouse thyself ! Be resolute 1 bo brotherly. Medi- 
tation is an excellent thing, but man was also 
made for action.” 

Mahomet. In the plains of Damascus I myself 
am lain to take exercise. Many gales of Paradise 
blow about these giirdcns, and over the banks of 
these little streams. We have some pleasant spots 
in Arabia, more in Idumea; but he wlio possesseth 
Syria may hold in contempt the possessors of all 
the earth beside. Ijove, and enjoy for ever, Ana- 
tolis: retain to thy last breath the pleasure of* 
discoursing on her in confidence, and of forbidding 
thy friend to think about her ! Chide him if he 
mention her ; hate him if hc^^ask nothing concern- 
ing her. If he smile, detest his impudence ; if he . 
look grave, abhor his insensibility. 

Sergius ! mayest thou long do thus ! Barth can 
afford thee, 1 1 oaven can promise thee, nothing more. 

Sergius. Yet, Mahomet, on cooler thoughts, dear 
to me as is Anatolis, J am not disposed to resign 
the power and authority we should participate, 
and which 1 am weaiy of expecting. 

Mahomet. Wait but a little while. Evei^^thing 
is most promising in .Arabia. It is a difficult 
matter in my country to persuade the hearers 
even of our wildest stories that they are but fic- 
tion. Where there is such a thirst for the mar- 
vellous, it is easier to equip a new religion than 


Mahmet. I will have them unbonghi^ PQI% 
gineere, steadfiist. Heat an Arab, and he keepe 
hot for life. Bnt, my dear Sergins, thou hart 
lived thy early days in Home : art thou not fond 
I of that city, so full of allmementa? 

Sergius. 1 was very fond of it. 

Mohamet. Could nothing induce thee to retnmt 

Sergius. Not now : thou knowest the reason. 

Mahomet. The patriarchate of Constantinople ia 
unworthy of thy ambition, now the Roman pontiff 
takes the precedency. 

Sergius. He shall take it no longer when I am 
pr-triarch. 

Mahotuet. I should rather like, if convenient to 
Sergius, to extend my empire over the plains of 
Damascus; chiefly because this empire must be 
extended by the sword, which is tempered no- 
where in such perfection as by the waters of 
Abbana and Pharphar. 

Sergius. 1 demur to this. 

Mahomet. I would engage to give thee* in 
exchange the- whole of Europe 

Sergius. Mahomet, thou art ambitious. 

Mahomet. To serve my frien^} ; otherwise, no 
mortal was ever so for removed from it. I have 
many other faults ; none however whic^> a* friend 
can suffer from, or ought to see. ' 

Sergius. Although’ I little doubt Vhat any plau- 
sible new religion would subvert the old rottenness 
that lies accumulated around us, now'that people 
find the priests of Christ assuming the garb and 
language of despots, with the temper and trade 
of executioners, yet it may be the labour of yean 
to penetrate with an. army from the centre of 
Arabia into this country. 

Mahomet. Of two or three at most. I have had 
visions that promise me Syria. 

Sergius. Mahomet, the system I laid down for 
thee contains no visions. 

Mahomet. Many spring from it. 

Sergius. Thou wouldst alter it, I see. 

Mahomet, It was too pf&re : people have fed 
upon prodigies : they must have them still. Situ- 
ate the native of a watery plain upon the moun- 
tain, and he will regret the warm comfortable 
fogs and the low fleeting lights of his marsh. 

1 would continue on the best terms with mj 
adviser and guide ; but verily my entrails yearn 
for the good people of Damascus. 

Sergiits. Leave them to me ; and, if thy entraUa 
yearn, lak^a goWet of Cyprus. 

Mahomet. 1 dare not drink wine ; it aggravate! 


a new camel. We must be d^nng. In spite of 
thy advice, 1 am resolved to prove that I have 
been up in heaven. 

Sergius. Take heed .\.take heed! they can not 
believe that. 

Mahotnet. They will not believe a word of truth, 
until they believe many a falsehood. I must have 
witnesses. 

Sergius. Here lies the difficulty. Let me send 
to Rome for them . . indeed to any part of Italy : 
it would «Hliu thee to purchase them here; the 
rogues are so exorbitant. 


my malady, the only onei to which I am subject. 
Another inspiration here comes over me. I will 
forbid the use of this beverage. Why should 
others enjoy what I can not 1 
Sergius. True religionist! But, Mahomet! 
Mahomet! will vision upon vision, revelation 
upon revelation, supersede this delicious habit) 
RiMinquiBh such an impracticable conceit. Forbid 
wine indeed! God himself, if he descended on 
earth, and commanded it in a louder and clearer 
voice than that at which the creation sprang 
forth, unless first he altered the composition both 
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«f body and boi 4 would utterly fail in this com- 
mandment. 

MaifumeL I will order it : I will see it executed 
for now thou urgest me. Tea» Sergius ! men shall 
abstain from wine in all those regions of the earth 
where wine hath fragrance and captivation : and 
they shall continue to drink it and be damned 
where it is nauseous and fiery and Ethiopian in 
complexion : and the priests in those region^shall 
drink the most of it. Thus saith the Lord. 

Sergiut. He hath said many things which no- 
body minds. If whole nations abstain from wine, 
by any ordinance, prophetic or angelic, and frwm 
such wine as Syria and Cyprus and Chios and 
Crete afford us, there, will be a miracle not resem- 
bling most others ; no miracle of a moment^ wit- 
nessed by the ignorant and run away with by the 
impostor, a sacrilege to examine ; but a mhracle 
jip be touched and interrogated, as long, as atten- 
tively, as intrinsically, as the most incredulous 
could require, and such as all the world must 
acknowledge to 1ft irresistible, add must bend 
before its divinity. 

I da not desire all the world : let me 


Mohamet. I can divine better than thou canst. 

Seriiut. Contentment is better than divination 
or viious. Thou wert bom and educated in 
Arabil : and nothing can transcend the descrip- 
tion tSou hast given me of thy native country. 

Mahomet. All native countries are most boauli- 
fril ; yet want something fi^m them which they 
will not give us. Our first quarrels of any seri- 
ousness are with them ; as the first screams and 
struggles of infants, the first tearing of robes and 
sobs of anger, are against their inotners. 

Delightful is it to bathe in the inoomea on the 
sands, and to listen to talcs of genii in*the tent : 
but then in Arabia the anxious* heart is thrown 
into fierce and desperate commotion, by the ac- 
cursed veil that separates beauty from us. There 
we never see the blade of that sweet herbage rise 
day after day into light and loveliness, never see 
the blossom expand ; but receive it unselected, un- 
Bobcited, and unwon. Happy the land where the 
youthful are without veils, the aged without 
suspicion ; where the antelope may look to what 
resting-pl^e she listeth, and bend her slender 
foot to the fountain that moat invites her. 


have but Asia, if 1 can win it over to the frith. 
Seiyiu^ Wip it over and welcome, if thou canst 
Mahomet.^uih is so 8t]^ng in me, I can do 
all things. 

Sergius. Do them : leave me Agatolia and the 
patriarchate, just as they both are now. 

Mahomet. I l|egin to imagine and believe that 
many of those things which I would have oomniu- 
nicated as visionB, are realities. 

Sergius. Thou wilt succeed the better for 
thinking it 

Mahomet. God guides us mysterioudy and 
changes us miraculously. 

Sergius. He doth indeed, if he hath made a 
religionist of thee. 

Mahomet. ''God, he is God, and Mahomet is 
his prophet’’ By the^ Eternal, 1 those words are 
divine. 

Sergius. They will be, by the Etemri ! if they 
only win thee some three or four stout cities in 
Arabia, and deliver into thy handa^with some 
rich caravan, about as many (or rather more) 
unbelieving girls, ready and ripe for conversion 
and ablution, with fices a whit nearer in colour 
to the snow than to the sands ; such as Paphla- 
gonia and Armenia send us, I ' i^he blessing of the 
Lord. • 

Mahomet. Hitherto, when I dreamed that thou 
nadest to me any cession of tcrritoiy for the 
plantation of the frith, thou didst give me thy 
dessing and cede it. 

Sergius. And thou didst to me in like manner, 
ut now ihy dreams cover nation after nation ; let 
agree, my friend Mahomed to dream no more, 
on thy left ride, man, on thy noble camel-h^ 
ch, white and black like a zebra (as thon 
astest in thy poetry), and never turn thy free 
•in toward Syria. 

Makoma. This seema, my friiend, like a threat? 
Strgim, Bay rather, like divination. 


Odoriferous gules 1 whether of Debau or of 
Dafar, if ye bring only fragrance with you, carry 
it to the thoughtless and light-hearted ! carry it to 
the drinker of wine, to the feaster and the dancer 
at th;i feast. If ye never have played about the 
beloved of my youth, if ye bring me no intelli- 
gence of her, pass on 1 away with you ! 

Sergius. We m^y be with the girl we love in 
many places; so many, that we lose the recol- 
lection. 

Mahomet. Is that possible 1 Then you do not 
rit veiy near her. 

^Sergius. Yes, and ^uch her. 

Mahomet. A young girl 1 beautiful 7 affection- 
ate? before marriage? Do not nod, but tell me 
unequivocally. 

Sergua. I say it 

MahoTnet. Sergius I thy whole rel'Tf'u, hi all 
its incredibilities, containeth none like this. 

Sergius. Believe me ; lam not prea .hiug. Cer- 
tainly we have much the advantage here; but 
thou mayest order things after our manrer. 

Mahc^t. I shall grow oJd b.>iore this change 
can take place : beside, I must have a revelation 
for it 

Sergius, And why not ? 

Mahomet. Alas! it is not worth my while. 
However, I am hale enough yet to make another 
visit to Damascus# 

Sergius. As a preacher, I hope, not as a prophet. 

MahameL God’s will be done. 

Sergms. If thou, in spite of thy frith, shouldst 
yet happen to fril in thy enterprise, come into our 
brotherhood : if, in despite of thy rashness, thou 
shouldst succeed in it, thy friend Sergius follows 
thy standard, and brings over to thee nine-tenths 
of the church-establishment But do not omit 
the Houris. Quote Solomon ; celebrate his wisdom 
and concubines ; dAmn his idolatry ot '^ood and 
Stone when he had flesh and blood to idolize 
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^ant Bherbdt and coffee, opium anj diT^ioes. 
Remember . . ^ I 

Hark ! the bell riu/^s J Put <& thy glifcpem, 
cume along with me. Curtsey to the 
dip thy finger in the font, and chaunt the iftany. 
Mahomet. I never sang a note in my whole liife. 
Sertjius. What matters thatl Gourafce 1 strike 
up among us. 

Mahomet. I hate^ singing : it is fit only for mad- 
men and drunkards and the weakest and pettiest 
of the birds. iBeside, I tell thee again, I can not. 
Arc there not reasons enough 1 
f^^ergiue. By no means. Didst thou not say, fiiith 
is so strong in tlfee, thou canst do all things 1 
Mahomet. Yes, but I must have the will first : 
even God must will before he does anything : I 
am only his Prophet. Why dost thou laugh ? why 
dost thou display thy teeth, lifting and lowering 
them like unto the dog that bitetk off his fleas 1 
No ridicule ! I deserve it not. My potency is 
known to thee, although not in its whole extent. 
Know then, I have cut the moon asunder with my 
scimetar, 

Hergms. Who, in the name of the Prophet (this 
1 think is the way we are to speak), will ever 
believe such an audacious lie 1 

Mahomet. Universally will the chosen of the 
Most High believe it, although the grunters and 
snorers in thy sty eschew it. I have in readiness 
a miracle so much greater, that every face in 
Arabia will sink as deep in the sand before it, as 
the tortoise when she is laying her eggs. 

Sergim. I do not understand thee. 

Mahomet. It is something to cut asunder the 
moon : but 1 have already done incalculably more, 
as thou thyself, 0 Sergius, shalt acknowledge. 

Sergius. Speak, and plainljr^ for, upon my soul,! 
I know not when thou art in earnest and when 
otherwise ; and almost do I suspect that, in the 


illngione of hope and in the transports of ambitioa, 
thou sometimes givest credence to thine own 
devices. 

Mahomet. Be thou my judge in this matUr* 
Under an oath to secrecy, I have unfolded to Labld 
the poet, son of Rabiah, what I intend for the 
first chapter of my Koran ; and he cried before 
me, and is ready to cry before the people^ **0 
Mahomet ! son of Abdallah, son of Aohem, son of 
Motalib, thou art a greater poet than I am." 

Sergius. Begone upon thy mission this instant! 
Miracles like others have been performe4 eveiy* 
wh^re; like this, never upon earth. A poe^ 
good or bad, to acknowledge a superior I Methinloi 
I see the pope already in adoration at thy fooA^ 
and hear the patriarchs calling thee fother. I 
myself am half a convert Hie thee homeward t 
God speed thee ! 

The story of Sergius the Xestorian monk bmIcUbt 
M ahomet in the compilation of the Koran, is often repeated 
on the authority of Zonaras : Gibbon has deemed it m* 
worthy of noticei Sergius was only the assistant of Ma- 
I hornet in the same manner as the rest of the ohurohn 
The impostor of U ome was the truest ally to the impostor 
of Mecca ; who found more wiokednes': committed under 
the garb of Christianity, more ambition, moremaliooi more 
poisonings and stabbings, than any other religion had 
experienced among its leaders, not only in the same period 
of time, hut in the who\3 course of its .jxistenoe. 8o» 
within two conturies, reckoning from his first appearance 
as a prophet, half ,^he Christians in the world, and nearly 
all who wore not coerced by the armies of princes in sub^ 
mission to the pope, abandoned their religion and adopted 
Mahomet’s It is much to be doubted wiietber the change 
will in the end be beneficial, though perhaps the public 
mind may never bo better prepared for it than at present. 
If indeed, as many suspect, it is the iwduticn of the 
Holy Alliance to exchange the Christian religion for the 
Mahometan, such resolution must l>e founded on the 
positive fact that, while tho*fonner leaves no sign what- 
I ever of its existence on people in general, the latter goes 
I at least skin-deep in all. Still the affair, being a weighty 
one, should be reconsidered. 


KING OF THE SANDWICH ISLES, MR. PEEL, MR. CROKER, 
AND INTERPRETER. 


ITing, 1 receive with satisfiiction the royal sons 
•f my brother the king of England, who.se noble 
nature and high exploits have filled i.he whole 
space between him and me, and are become 
familiar to my people as fish and bread-fruit. 

Peel, Sire, we dispose indeed of his family and 
of his subjects universally ; but we are not the 
sons of our most gracious king. 

( h'oker. Blood and ’ounds ! Wliy tell the fool 
that w e are not his sons ? 

King. You are then the high priest? 

Peel. Not exactly tb'*.t neither, Sire ; but I 
make him do and say wliat. I order. I dictate the 
forms of prayer and appoint the chief priests. 

King to Croker. And pray, mighty lord, by what 
appellation am I to address your celestiality ? 

Croker. I am principal of the admiralty. 

King to Interpreter. What is admiralty 1 

Interpf^. The ships and captains and admlralg. 

Fed, His mi^eBty seems fiunt. 


I Croker. He stares at^me like a stuck pig. 

I King to Interpreter. I can not, with my ideas of 
propriety, fall down before him, but anything 
short of that Would he permit me to take his 
hand? 

Interpreter. I can not answer for him. Time 
was, he would hav i been ready to take mine . . 
with a dollar in it. 

King. The other high /lord governs the king’s 
family and people ; but this governs the king and 
the air and the waters and the world* Dog, dost 
grin? 

Interpreter. 1 will tell your majesty another 
time how mistaken you are. 

King. No other times for me : tell me now. 
I fhuBt know, as other kings do, the men I deal 
with. 

Interpreter. Ah sire I your former mistake was 
Nothing to this. As other kings do ! One mnsl 
cross the widest of the seas to find them : they 
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Among coral, and clothe in feathers, or are 
in huff. 

High and mighty, land-and-sea-and-aky 
lords 1 in order to render the honours due to your 
rank and dignity, I, a ^ ranger to you . . . 

Pei^K Sire, we are come only to announce to 
your majesty the pleasure his majesty the king 
of England will experience on receiving your 
majesty at his court. 

King to Interpreter, Is it the custom of theland 
to interrupt a person who is spejikliig '! 

Interpreter, It is the custom all over Europe, 
excepting Turkey, where maimci-s are more , 
decorous. ' I 

A' ih-g to Interpreter. How do they do in their i 
parliament 1 | 

Interpreter, ^he same thing perpetually, unless j 
the orator has something to give them. In that , 
case there is no other interruption than applause. | 
*King. Tell your king, 0 kings-family-and-peo- 1 
pie-feeder, that I forerun his wishes, and will be | 
present at his courj^ to morrow. , j 

Peel, Dear Crokcr, do inform him, for upon my i 
soul I have not the face, ibat he must jm!! off that 
odd dress of his, ‘S.nd order a court one. 

Croher, What have I to do with plucking and 
trussing the pieature I Toll him yourself ; it lies j 
within your o^e. 

Feet. Sire ! I am sorry to announce . . 

King. He says lie is sorry : I understand all 
that. Try to comfort him. Bring out a skinful 
of delicate whafe-oil : or, in the urgency, persuade 
him to smell this little slip of salt ling, which I 
always carry about me. 

Interpreter. Put it up, put it up : do not let 
them see it. The word ^ sorr/ means in general 
quite the contrary : when it does not, it means 
nothing at all. Among the last letters 1 received 
is one beginning “ I am sorry to inform you that 
your father is dead, but am extremely happy to 
add that he has left to you the whole of his little 
property, your elder brother having been unex- 
pectedly taken y>ff after twelve days’ severe suffor- 
ing from his unfortunate duel.” 

Khuj. You have taught me a great deal of 
English in a little time. 

Well, king’s-feeder and high-priest maker ! what 
dolorous event impedes your enunciation I 

To the Interpreter, Surely nobody has told him 
that his father is dead ; for ho cally looks quite 
concerned. , 

Petl. Sire, I am sorry to annouiice to your 
majesty that your majesty can not be received in 
any but a court-dress. 

King, Oh ! I know it, I know it well : I have 
brought with me fifty court-dresses. 

Peel. Permit me to explain, sire : I mean to 
say, the court-dress of the court of Saint James. 

King. I have not one. Apparently Saint James 
requires as much buckling as a coach-horse ; a^d 
one would fancy his votaries have broken knees. 

I saw several well-looking men bound in that joint; 
and doubtless by the ablest surgeon. They wor^ 
going to thank the Saint for the commencement 


I of their recovery, and they mounted the palaeo 
j stairs as briskly as if nothing had happenea. 

Peel. I will send a tailor to your Majesty, with 
I your ^jesty’s royal permission. 

Kiim to Interpreter. What is that? 

Inte^yreter. One who makes court-dresses. 

King to Interpreter. In truth no king was evei 
I received \^th more hospitality, kindness, and 
distinction, than I am. All the first dignitarifli 
of the state attend me. I’he court-tailor holds, 1 
I suppose, the third rank in the kingchim. 

InUrpreier. There arc some between, not many. 
He however is next to the king himself^ or rather 
his copartner, in conferring distinctions.* Without 
him uie greatest and higliest man in England 
would be nothing. Silk gowns swell little men 
into great ones, and silk ribbons elevate the 
lightest up to the most consjficuoiis station. 

King h> I t!t< rprefer. Perhaps the silk is a charm 
too against, anger and thunder. 

Croker. What a bore ! I am out of all patii nce. 

Pee/. J regret that your Majesty should expe> 
rience anything like delay or disappointment; 
hut the etiquette of our court, requires a strict 
compliance with custom, in matters of dress. 

King, Pray, how many dresses lias your king] 

( roker. Don’t answer the rascal. These liarbo' 
rians arc always inquisitive. 

Peel. Sire, I can not exactly tell your Majesty 
how many his Majesty possesses, not having the 
honour to preside over his wardrobe; but of 
course on gala-days he always wears a new one, 

Kmg. Gala-days I suppose are the days when 
he wrestles and tears his clothes. For in this 
cold climate I can well imagine tlie richer may 
wrestle dressed. But your king must have many 
suite. I am sensible of his afiiiliility and liberality, 
aad shall be quite ;on tented with such distinc- 
tion as it may please his Majesty to confer on 
me ; but among men of equal rank, unequal as 
; is the power, treaties may be formed, compacts 
I settled. 

Uroker. A slice of Sandwich , I trusi, may come 
to us thereby ; ay, Bob ! 

King to I ntff prefer. The great vvliaic, the ad- 
miral-feeder, the navy -flint, is prouder and fiercer 
than the w i/ard-fcodcr and pra^^er-poii iter, disposer 
of the king's family and su yjcis while dry-shod 
and upon the dirt. Tire latter is the eiviler, but 
if features tell me anything, cold, smootii, slip 
pery, and hard to hold as a porpoise. 

Interirreter. T’he one looks as if he would pick 
a quarrel, and the other a.s il’ ho would pick a . ♦ 
but your Majesty does not wear them. 

King. Piek-a ! pick-a ! pick-a I What dost 
mean, word-eater-;' nd-voider 1 

Interjjreter, Your Majesty's fine language does 
not supply me with the word, and if 1 made an 
adequate sign of it 1 might be hanged. 

Kijig. My language is the richest in the worid, 
and the very best. I have two or three words for, 
OU3 thing. 

iTUerpreter. Sire, we have twenty^ J ogwry 
for instiwoe. Wo box the compass and come quite 
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foTind to honesty and hnwur; but some ^ters 
li\o% many Indeed) reaTte a distinction, and put an 
s to the latter. . ^ 

King, We kings are very nice upon l^her 
pointi^ but not upon these. There are n my 
some men who understand all amrts of 
words^ native or imported : I take them as they 
come. If people are good, let them ^e easy in 
speech and free in action : let every one roaat his 
fish as he likes, and catch it as he can. 

Orokfir. Yoif Majesty was saying something of 
treaties and compacts. If I can serve your Mi^jesty 
in the interpretation of your royal wishes, you 
may command me. 

JKing, I have ^ interpreter here I can %mst 
better. 

Oroker to Interpreter, He never said that, sirrah. 
He has good manners. 

iTUerpreter. Then, Mr. Croker, do not omit such 
an opportunity of acquiring them. Do not wmt 
for Lieutenant White to propose to you again an 
excursion through the window, for telling him to 
“ moderate his impertinent vulgar Irish,” when 
the gentleman had spoken most respectfully, 
under a sense of injury, and when in his fathert 
house yours would not have had the assurance to 
be seated. 

Croker. Sir, T remember no such occurrence. 

Interpreter. Wonderful indeed J Such occur- 
rences are the only ones that usually make a 
deep impression on such people. The lieute- 
nant held up a fist, not made to crack a Croker, 
or anything of the kind, but able to split a 
cocoarnut on a pincushion. Not remember it 
indeed ! 

Croker. Peel, have you no prison, no treadmill, 
for such fellows'! We are here upon the king’s 
service. , , 

Ped, In England, though. 

King. I request of that minister’s celesUality 
that he will not light his match where there is no 
gun. What faces these Europeans have ! they 
can fire them when they please. The Great Spirit 
has in his wisdom appointed all things for the 
countries in which they exist. What a blessing 
in these cold climates, where water is turned into 
dust and rock, and the feathers that fall from 
heaven’s birds and winged genii are colder than 
sesrshells, that the higher and nobler part at least j 
of the inhabitants can coi^jure up into their eyes, < 


and between their cheeks, such a quiat^ 
flame and heat. 

Peel. Was that for Ufl? 

Interpreter. No, sir. 

Peel. If your Sandwiduan Mt^esty is grad- 
ously disposed to enter into treaty with his 
Britannic Majesty, my royal master, 1 am em- 
powered by his aforei^d, to wit, his Britannic 
Mi^esty, to receive, condder, and lay it before 
his sdd Mi^esty, for his M^esty’s fhrther con- 
sideration, by and with the advice of his prwy 
CbuncU. 

King. The very thing for his privy Council. 
Hur Mi^esty sticks a new and brighter and loftier 
plume in my hair at every word of your discourse 
with me. On the court-day, in presence of all his 
nobility, male and female, I would decorate his 
Majesty with a noble dress, suitable to his dignity, 
with my own hands, declaring upon my royal 
word that I have worn the same dress twenty 
times on the greatest ceremonies of rqligion and 
state, and that I slept in the lower part of it the 
night of my nuptials. Now F request from hit» 
M^esty, I being a less , powerful king, a dress 
which his Mtgesiy shall have worn only twice or 
thrice on public festivities, and once only i^ dal- 
liance with some favourite ; and that his royal 
hands shall invest mq with nothing, *more of it, 
than that part which the most active man in the 
world could not* leap into by himself, and which 
no other nations than the most civilized and inge- 
nious have discovered the means pf putting on : 
this being the principal, if not the only distinction 
between the polished and the rude. After the 
surmounting of such a difficulty in science, I do 
not wonder that you can count the stars, and 
measure their sizes and distances, which 1 think I 
could do myself, if I had leisure and they would 
wait for me. 

Croker. Does the beast quiz us ? He looks in 
earnest. 

Peel. He really is serious, and expects an 
answer. 

Sire, I will communicate to hB Majesty the 
heads of your Majesty’s communication, and I 
entertain no. doubt that his Miyesty will most 
graciously pay that attention which is due to so 
ancient and faithful an ally, and which is conser- 
vative of the harmony that happily exists between 
the two nations. 


WILLIAhf WALLACE AND KING EDWARD 

Bdvford. Whom seest thou here! Edward. Robber I for what aoeptre f Who com- 

WaUgee. The king of<EngIand. ; missioned theel 

Edward. And thou abasest not thy head before Wallace My country, 
the majesty of the sceptre ! Edward. Thou liest : there is no country where 

tVallaee. I did. there is no king. 

Edward, I marked it not. ^fcdlace. Sir, it were nnhecoming to ask in 

Wallaos, God beheld it when I did it; and he this palace, why there is no Vltig in my country, 
knon^eth, as doth king Edward, how devoutly in Edward. To spare thy modesty then, I will 
my hearlVf 'trtre^gth I fought for it. hWorm thee. Because the kin^om is 
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f!m liast rebelled agamst me : tbou hast pre- 
mmed even to cany arms against both of those 
nobles^ Brace and Cummin, who contended for 
the Scottish throne, and with somewhat indeed of 
lawyers’ likelihood. 

WaUace* They placed the Scottish throne under 
the English. 

Edward* Andaoions churl ! is it not meet 1 

WaiUcM, In Scotland we think otherwise. 

Edward. Bebels do, subverters of oisler, low 
Ignorant knaves, without any stake in the coun- 
try. It hath pleased God to bless my arms : what 
ftirther manifestation of our just claims demandest 
thoui Silence becomes thee. • 

WaUcwe. Where God is named. What is now 
to the right bank of a river, is to the left when we 
have crossed it and look round. 

Edward. Thou wouldst be witty truly I Who 
was wittiest, thou or I, when thy companion Men- 
teith delivered thee into my hands? 

Wcdl^. Unworthy companions are not the 
peculiar curse of private men. I chose not Men- 
teithfor his ti*achery, nor reifrarded him fo/it. 
Sir, I have contended with you face to face ; but 
would not hcwe : your glory eclipses mine, if this 
b^ glory. 

Ed^nrd^ So, thou wouldst place thyself on a 
level will^prmces I 

Wallaxie.. Willingly, if they attacked my coun- 
try ; and above them. * 

Edward. Dost thou remember the Carron-side, 
when your army was beaten and dispersed ? 

Wallac(\ By the defection of Om^in and the 
arrogance of Stuart. 

Edward. Recollcctest thou the colloquy that 
Bruce condescended to hold with thee across the 
river? 

Wallace. I do, sir. Why would not he, being 
your soldier, and fighting loyally against his 
native land, pass the water, and exterminate an 
army so beaten and dispersed ? The saddle-skirts 
had been rather the stifFcr,on the morrow, but he 
might have never felt them. Why not finish the 
business atf once ? 

Edu ard. He wished to persuade thee, loose 
reviler, that thy resistance was useless. 

Wallace. He might have made himself heard 
better if he had come across. 

Edward. No trifling ; no arguing with me ; no 
remarks here, cai^ff! Thnu canst not any longer 
be ignorant that ho h^. i slain his competitor. 
Cummin ; that my troops strroun^l him ; and that 
he perhaps may now repent the levity of his 
reproaches against iiiee. 1 may myself have said 
a hasty word or two . . but thou hast nettled me. 
My anger soon passes. I never punish in an 
enemy anything else than obstinacy. I did not 
counsel the accusations and malignant taunts of 
Bruce. 

JVallace. Sir, I do not bear them in mind. | 

Edward. No ? • 

Wallace, Indeed I neither do nor would. 

Edward. Dull wretch ! I should never forget 
iuoh. I can make allowances ; I am a kinlf. I 


would flay him olive Ibr half of thaniy and moke 
him swallow book the other half without liia 
akin. 

WaiUaM. Eew hove o right to punish, all to 
pa^on. 

Edward. I perceive thou hast at last some 
glimmering of shame ; and adversity makes thee 
Christ^-like. 

Waaace. Adversity then, in exercising her 
power, loses her name and features. King Ed- 
ward! thou hast raised me among men. Without 
thy banners and bows in arra^ against me, I 
had sunk into utter forgetfulnesa. I^anks to thee 
for placing me, etern^y, where nq strength of 
mine could otherwise have boane me ! Thtmks to 
thee for bathing my spirit in deep thoughts, in 
refreshing calm, in sacred stillness 1 Thia^ 0 
king, is the bath for knighthood : after this it 
may feast, and hear bold and sweet voices, and 
mount to its repose. 

I thought it hard to be seized and bound and 
betrayed, by those in whom I trusted. I grieved 
that a valiant soldier (snob is Menteith) should 
act so. Unhappy t he must now avoid all men’s 
discourses. ’Twill pierce his heart to hear cen- 
sures on the disloyal ; and praises on the loyal will 
dry up its inuennoBl drop. Two friends can nOver 
more embrace in his presence, but he shall curse 
them in the bitterness of his soul, and his sword 
shall spring up to cleave them. ** Alas !” will he 
say to himself, ** is it thus ! was it thus when I 
dww it for my country !” 

Edward. Think now of other matters : think, 
what I suggested, of thy reproaches, 

Wallace. I have none to make myself. 

Edicard. Be it so : I did not talk about that" 
any longer. 

Wallace. What others then can touch or reach 
me? • 

Edward. Such as Bruce’s. 

Wallace. Rcprofiches they were not : for none 
were ever oast against me : but taunts they were, 
not unmingled with invitations. 

Edward. The same invifations, much 
greater, I now repeat. Thou she It govern Scot- 
land for me. 

Wallace. Scotland, sir, shall be governed for 
none : she is old eufmgh t/' Ued by herself, and 
to stand upright : the u* jwb she hath received have 
not broken her loins. 

Edward. Como, come, Wallace I thou hast sense 
and spirit : confess to me fairly that, if thou wert 
at liberty, thou wouldst gladly make Bruce regret 
his ill-treatimpt of thee. 

Wallace. Well then, I do confess it. 

Edwa/rd. Something would I myself hazard ; not 
too much ; out pru<Jently and handsomely. Tell 
me now plainly, for I love plain-spSaklng and 
everything free and open, in what manner thou 
wouldst set about it ; and perhaps, God willing, I 
may provide the means. 

Wallace, Sir, you certainly would not ; ii little 
suits your temper and disposition. 

Edward. Faith ! not so little as ^h^u suppoMk 
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Ifftguaxdmity and long'Buffering have g^wn upon 
me, and well become me ; but they, have not oto- 
duced all the good I might have expected mm 
diem. Jojfully ub I would try them agaid, at 
Any proper opportunity, there is nothing f am 
not bound to do, in dearness to my people, to rid 
myself of an enemy. f 

In my mind, no exprossions could be more in- 
citing than liruce’si when he accused thee, a low 
and vulgar mai^^ (how canst thou help that I), of 
wishing to posb^sa the crown. 

Wallace. He was right. 

Edmtrd. How ! astonishment 1 Thou wouldst 
then have usurped ihe sovranty 1 

Wallace, I possessed a greater power by war 
than peace could ever give me ; yet I invited and 
exhort ed the legitimate heir of the throne to fight 
for it and receive it. If there is any satisfaction 
or gratification in being the envy of men, J had 
enough and greatly more than enough of it, when 
even those I love envied me : what would have 
been my portion of it, had I posBeased that which 
never should have been mine I 

Edtcard, Why then sayest thou that Bruce was 
right! 

Wallace, He judged, as most men do, from his 
own feelings. Man > have worn crowns; some have 
deserved them : 1 have done neither. 

Edward. Return to Scotland ; bring me Bruce’s 
head hack ; and rule the kingdom as viceroy. 

Wallace. I would rather make him rue his 
words against me, and hear him. 

Edward. Thou shalt 

« Wallace. Believe me, sir, you would repent of 
your permission. 

Edward. No, by the laintal | 

Wallace. You would indeed, sir. 

Edwaid. Go, and tiy me: do not hesitate: 1 see 
thou art half inclined : I uu^uever make theaame 
offer again. 

Wallace. I will not go. 

Edward. Weak wavering man 1 hath imprison- 
ment in one day or two wrought such a change 

in thee ? 

Wallace. Slavery soon does It. but I am, and 
will over be, unchanged. 

Edward. It was not well, nor by my order, that 
thou wert dragged along the road, barefooted 
and bareheaded, while it (mowed throughout all 
the journey. 

Wallace. Certainly, sir, you did not order it to 
snow from the latter days of December till the 
middle of January ; but whatever use was done, 
if my guard spake the truth , , , 

Edwoerd. Ho lied, he lied, he lied . . . 

Wallace.^. . . or the warrant he showed me is 
authentic, was done according to your royal order. 

Edward. What ! are my officers tumed into 
constables ! base vaileto 1 It must have 
hard, Wallace ! 

Wallaoe. Not that indeed; for I want bare- 
footed in m^outh, and have mostly been bare- 
.. wheirt'have not been in battle. But to 
be thrust and shoven into the court-yard ; to 


shiver under the pentrhouse from which tha wind 
had blown the thatch, while the blaring lire 
within made the snow upon the opposite roof 
redden like the dawn ; to wax faint, ahungered 
and athirst, when, within arm’s length of me, 
men pushed the full cup away, and would drink 
no more ; to that I had never been accustomed in 
my country. The dogs, honester and kinder 
folks tftan most, but rather dull in the love of 
hospitality, unless in the beginning some pains 
are taken with them by their masters, tore my 
.scant gear ; and then your soldiers felt their oon- 
temj/f more natural and easy. The poor curs hid 
done for tliem what their bettors could not do; 
and the bolder of the company looked hard in 
my face, to see if I were really the same man. 

Edward. 0 the rude rogues ! that was too bad. 

Wallas. The worst was this. Children and 
women, fathers and sons, came running down the 
hills, some sinking knee-deep in the mcrusted 
snow, others tripping lightly over it, to celebrate 
the nativity of our blessed Lord. I'hey intreated, 
and the good priest likewise, that I might be led 
forth into the church, and might kneel down 
amid them. " Off,” cried the guard ; " would* ye 
plead for Wallace the traitor !” I saw 'thenf trem- 
ble, for it was treason in " them, and thtia came my 
grief upon me, and bore hard. They lifted up 
their eyes to hea\^n ; and it gave me strength, 

Edward. Thou shait not 1 swear to thoo, march 
back in such plight. 

WiiUaoe, 1 will not, I swear to thee, march . 
traitor. 

Edwa^ Bight! right! I can trust thee . 
more than half alre^y. Bruce is the traitor; 
the worst of the two ; he raises the country against 
me. Go; encompass him, entrap him, quell 
him. 

Sweetheart ! thou hast a rare fancy, a youth’s 
love at first sight, for thy chains: unwilling to 
barter them for liberty, for cchntry, for revenge, 
for honour. , 

Wallactf. Honour and revenge, such as I have 
carried in my bosom, are very dear to me ! Fof!* 
Ulierty and couhtrj" I have often shed my blood, 
and, if more is wanting, take it. My heart is no 
better than a wooden cup, whereof the homely 
liquor a royal hand would cast away indifferently. 
There once were those who pledged it I where are 
they! Forgive my repining, 0 God! Enough, 
if they are not nere. 

Edward. Nay, nay, Wall^! thou wrongest 
me. Thou art a brave man. " 1 do not like to see 
those irons about thy wrists : they are too broad 
and tight : they have bruised thee cruelly. 

Wallace. Methinks there was no necessity to 
have hammered the rivets on quite so hard : and 
the fellow who did it^ needed not to look over his 
shoulder so often while he was about it^ telling 
the p^ple^ This is Wallace.** Wrist or iron he 
and his hammer cared not 

^ward, I am mightily taken with the fimoy of 
seeing thee mortify Bruoe. Thou shalt do H : let 
me have thy plan. 
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SITi 1 have none wortby of ycmr vojyal 
pwrticipatloiL 

Bdw»rd* Thou formeat the best poBsibla In one 
moment, and ezecutest them in another. 

^ WoUaoe, Peradventure the only one I could 
devise and execute, in this contingency, might 
not please you. 

Edward,, It would, beyond measure, 1 promise 
thee : set about it instantly : 1 must eiyoy ft before 
1 rest Tell it me, tell it me. 

WaUaoe, Must I ? 

Edward, Thou must : 1 am ^lint with waiting. 

WaUaee. 1 would go unto him bareheaddd ; 1 1 
would kiss his hand. { 

Edward, Nothing can be better ; waiy, provi- 
dent, deep. 

JVcd/aoa, I would lead him before the altar, if 
my entreaty could do it . . 

Edward, No, no, no! Unless in oaae of 
necessity^ 

Wallace, 1 would abjure him, by the Lord of < 
Hosts, the preserver of Scotland 

EdAsard, No harm in that. 

Wallace, . .‘^to pity his country . , 

Edicard, Ay; it would vex him to refleet on 
what a«t{\|€Pit is in at present. 

WaU.ace», . and to proclaim a traitor to his 
king and God every Scotchman who abandons or 
despairB of her. • 

Edwa/rd, What is this 7 why would it hurt him i 
I comprehend not half the stratagenu Howl thy 
limbs swell huger, thy stature Idgher . . . thou 
Booraest, thou scofiest, thou defyest met A 
Prisoner ! a bondman ! By the Holy Ghost I the 
hurdle shall creak under thee to-morrow. 

Wallace, To-morrow I 

Edward, To-morrow ; 1 repeat It. 

Wallace, So soon) 

Edward. Yea, by the rood } no later. 

WaUaee. King Edward, 1 never though to 
thank thee. * 

Edward. IfThat audacious insurgent pride! 
what villanous loftmess! By all the saints of 
he£i,yen ! every town in Englsmd shall have a fidr 
sight of thee, more or leas ; hand or foot, brisket 
or buttock, heart or liver. 

Wallace. They shonld have seen me, King of 
England, to greater advantage, if thy sword alone 
bad been against me. 

Edward. Against a vas^'sd ^ 

WaUaee, Against a knight’s, nor unworthy of 
the dignity; one wb$ never spake folsely nor 
fought un^ly. i 


I Edward, ¥niat are knights in my presence 1 
I yjfaUace, Examples^, monitors, preceptors, 
judges ; the highest of the earth ; for a king who 
is unworthy of a spur is unworthy of a sceptre. 
ThcF descendant of a knight acknowledges no 
superior in birth ; howbeit the gainer of knight- 
hood inlthe field stands above him. 

Edward. Talk to me of knights! Hast thou 
foigotten the punishment I inflicted on a prino^ 
convicted of treason, some siztei^ years ago, in 
another part of my l^gdom ) Ansiw me. 

Wallace. I never heard it 

Inward, Never heard of ^he foolish Bavid, 
brother of Llewelyn the Welshman) 

Walktee, Yon said in your kingdom, sir. 

Edward, I did : I made it mine by the help 
of God. The madman was tom asunder by 
horses. 

WaUaee. Was this also by the help of God I 

Edward. His bowels and heart were burnt be- 
fore his face ; he was then beheaded and quartered. 
Now dost thou remember 1 

Wallace. 0 king! a voice more terrible than 
mine will ask that question of thee. 

Edward. Thou shalt follow him first, limb by 
limb, piece by piece, drop by drop. Eighteons 
vengeance hath overtaken thee, audacious rebel * 
I now have my own, and all my own. 

Wallace. Not yet, 0 Edward ! a part lies be 
yond the grave. 

Edward, To-morrow thy tongue, I trow, shall 
wag less bravely, though it have a good spear to 
support it I will render thee a terror to thy 
riotous gang. The raven shell take a text firom 
thee and preach over thee, and meny Carlisle 
shall ring the bells after the service. 

^ Wall^. Thou foeedest not send branch nor 
bough nor cutting to Carlisle: that city, firom 
autumn to spring, hath beheld the tree nod in its 
glory, and feared lest it sweep her walls. 

Edward. Sirrah ( where 1 am, mr^rk me, there 
is but one groat man. 

WaUaee, Thou hast endeavouied to msAo 
another, and wilt almost accomplish it. 

Edward. Guards ! away '.vith him. A tndtoris 
doom awaits thee. 

Wallace, Because 1 would not be one. 

Edward, Laughter too! and lewd mockery! 
Cany him back to prison : cord him ! pinion 
him ! cart him ! 

WaUaee, Thou followest me to death, less will- 
ingly. • 


DIOGENES AND PLATO. 

Eicgenee, Stop I stop ! come hither ! Why Plato. I am not obliged in oourteey to tell yon. 
lookest thou so soomMly and askance i^n IHogenee, Upon whose errand) Answer mt 
me) * directly. 

Plato, Let me go; loose me; I am resolved Plato. Upon my own. 
to pass. IHogenee. 0 ! then 1 will hold thee yet awhile. 

IHogenee, Nay then, by Jupiter and this tuR ! If it were upon another’s, it might db a hard- 
thon leavest three good ells of Milesian cloth | ship to a good citizen, though not to a good 
behind thee. WMther wouldst thou amble ) j philosopher. 
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Plato. That can be no impediment to my re- moat nniyersal and the most inde&tigable travel- 
lease : yon do not think me one. . ^ ler^ he most also be the oldest creature upon earth* 

J>hogene^. No, by my lather Jove ! Plato. How ao^ 

Plato, Your father I J>iogene$, Because he must know perfectly the 

Diogenes. Why not ? Thou shouldat be the last climate, the soil, the situation, the pecuiiaritiea,' 
man to doubt it Hast not thou declared it irrar of the races, of their allies, of their enemies : he 
tional to refuse our belief to those who asf art that must have sounded their harbours, he must have 
they arc begotten by the gods, though the asser- measured the quantity of their arable land and 
tion (these are thy words) be unfounded on reason pasturdj of their woods and mountainB : he must 
or probability?. In me there is a chance of it: have ascertained whether there are fisheries on 
whereas in tbd%cneration of such people as thou their coasts, and even what winds are prevalent.* 
art fondest of frequenting, who claim it loudly. On these causes, with some others, depend the 
there are alVays tqp many competitors to leave it bodily strength, the numbers, the wealth, the 
probable. wants, the capacities, of the people. 

Plato. Those who speak against the great, do Plato. Such are low thoughts, 
not usually Bi)eak from morality, but from envy. Diogerm. The bird of wisdom flies low, and seeks 

l)mjencs. Thou hast a glimpse of tlie truth in her food under hedges : the eagle himself would 
this place ; but as thou hast already shown thy be starved if he always soared aloft and against 
ignorance in attem])ting to prove to me what a the sun. The sweetest fruit grows near the ground, i 
man is, ill can I expect to learn from theo what is and the plants that bear it require venti]^.tion and 
a gr, at man, lopping. W i re this not to be done in thy garden, 

Plato. N o doubt your experience and inter- every walk and alley, every plot border, would 
course will afford me the information. be covered with runners and roots, with boughs 

Dioge7i('s. Attend, and take it. The great man and suckers. We want no poetsVr logicians or 
is he who hath nothing to fear and nothing to | metaphysicians to govern us : we want practical 
hope from another. It is he who, while he dc- men, honest men, continent men, djambitions 
monstrates the iniquity of the laws, and is able to men, fearful to BoUcit atrust, slow to accept, and 
correct them, obeys them peaceably. It is he resolute never to betray one. Experimentalists 
who loolt.s on the ambitious both as weak and may be the bes^ philosophers ; they are al^vays 
fraudulent. It is he who hath no disposition or the worst politicians. Teach people their dutLes, 
occasion for any kind of deceit, no reason for and they will know their interests^ Ohange as 
being or Ibr appearing dilferent from what he is. little as possible, and correct as much. 

It is lie who can call together the most select Philosophers aro absurd from many causes, but 
company when it pleases him. j principally from laying out unthriftily their dis- 

Plafa. Excuse idy interTuj)tion. In the begin- tinctions. They set up four virtues : fortitude, 
ning of your dclinition I fancied tliat you were prudence, temperance, and justice. Now a man 
designating your own person, s'ls most people do** may be a very bad one, and yet possess three out 
in describing what is admirable ; now 1 find that of tie four. Every cut-throat must, if he has been 
you have some other in contemplation. a cnt-throat on many occasions, have more forti- 

Diogencs. I thank thee for allowing me what tude and more prudence than the greater part of 
perhaps 1 do pos.sess, but what I was not then those whom we consider as Ahe best men. And 
thinking of ; as is often the case with rich pos- 1 what cruel wretches, both executioners and judges, 
sesBors : in fact, the latter part of the description j have been strictly just! how little have they cared 
suilB me as well as any portion of the former. ' what gentleness, what generosity, what genius, 
Plcdo. You may call together the best com- their sentence hath removed from the earth ! 
pany, by using your hands in the call, as yon did Temperance and beneficence contain all other 
with me ; otherwise 1 am not sure that you would virtues. Take them home, Plato, split them, 
succeed in it. expound them ; do what thou wilt with them, 

Diogeru e. My inoiights are my company : 1 can if thou but use them, 
bring them together, select them, detain them. Before I gave tin^ this lesson, which is a better 
disini.s,s them. Imbecile and vicious men can not thon eVer gavest anyone, and easier to re- 
do any of these things. Their thoughts are scat- member, thou wert accusing me of invidlousness 
tered, vague, uncertain, cumbefsome ; and the and malice against those Vhom thou callest the 
worst stick to them the longest ; many indeed by great, meaning to say the powerful. Thy imar 
choice, the greater part by necessity, and accom- gination, I am well aware, had taken its flight 
panied, ^ome by weak wishes, others by vain toward Sicily, where thou seekest thy great man, 


remorse. 

Plato, Is there nothing of greatness, 0 Dio- 
genes J in exhibiting how cities and communities 
may be governed best, how morals may be kept 
the purest, and power become the most stabile t 

lute thereat man. '^t me however see him who 
hath done what thou sayoBt He must be the 


as earnestly and undoubtingly as Ceres sought 
her Persephone. Faith 1 honest Plato, I have no 
reaeon to envy thy worthy friend Dionysius. 
Look at my note 1 A lad seven or ^ht years 
old throw an apple at me yesterday, while I was 

• Pitfti of kBowMge wbldi m now goneral, Imt were 
ftemerty vnynoe, and united tn none. 
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gft^g «t the cloudB, and gave me nose enough for 
two moderate men. Instead of such a godsend, 
what shonld 1 have thought of mj fortune if, after 
living all my lifetime among golden vases, rougher 
than my hand with their emeralds and rubies^ 
their engravings and cinbossments, among Parian 
caiyatides and p orphyry sphinxes, among philo- 
sophers with rings upon their fingers and linen 
next their skin, and among singing-boys and 
dancing-girls, to whom alone thou speakest intel- 
ligibly . . I ask thee again, what should f in reason 
have thought of my fortune, if, after these facilities 
and superfluities, I had at last been pelted out of 
my house, not by one young rogue, but by thou- 
sands of all ages, and not with an apple (f wish I 
could say a rotten one), but with pebbles and 
broken pots ; and, to crown my deserts, had been 
compelled to become the teacher of so promising a 
generation. Great men, forsooth ! thou knowest 
at last who they are. 

Pfato, There are great men of various kinds. 

Didfienes. No, by my beard, are there not, 

Plato. Wh^/ ! are there not great captains, great 
geometricians, great dialecticians 1 

Diogerm.J'Nho denied ill A great man was 
the postulate. Try thy hand now at the powerful 
fine. 

Ao<».*On seeing the exercise of power, a child 
<Mua no^ doubt who is powerful, more or less ; for 
power is relative. All men are weak, not only if 
compared to the Demiurges, but if compared 
to the or the earth, or certain things upon 
each of them, such as elephants and whales. So 
placid and tranquil is the scene around us, we can 
hardly bring to mind the images of strength and 
force, the precipices, the abysses , . . 

Diogenes. Pryt.hee hold thy loose tongue, 
twinkling and glittering like a serpent's in the 
midst of luxuriance and rankness. Did ndVer 
this reflection of thine warn thee that, in human 
life, the precipices and abysses would be much 
further from our admiration, if wc were less in- 
considerate, selfish, and vile ] I will not however 
stop the<f long, for thou wert going on quite con- 
sistently. As thy groat men are fighters and 
wranglers, so thy mighty things upon the earth 
and sea are troublesome and intractable incum- 
brances. Thou pcrceivedst not what was greater 
in the former case, neither art thou aware what is 
greater in this. Didst thou feel the gentle air 
that passed us 1 

PUvto. I did not, ju then. ^ 

Diogenet. That air, so gentle, so imperceptible 
to thee, is more fiowerfiil not only than all the : 
creatures that breathe and live by it ; not only | 
than all the oaks of the forest^ which it rears in an ! 
age and shatters in a moment ; not only than all the ' 
monsters of the sea, hut than the sea itself, which 
it tosses up into foam, and breaks against every 
rock in its vast circumference ; for it carries in 
its bosom, with perfect calm and composure, the 
incontrollable ocean and the peopled earth, like 
an atom of a feather. 

To the world’s turmoils and pageaiftries is 


attracted^ not only the admiration of the populace, 
but the seal of the orator, the enthusiasm of the 
poet, the investigation of the historian, and the 
contemplation of the philosopher : yet how silent 
and invisible are they in the depths of air ! Do I 
say in those depths and deserts 1 No ; 1 say at ^e 
diltance of a swalloVs flight ; at the distance she 
rises above us, ere a sentence brief as this could be 
utteTj|d. 

What are its mines and mountains 1 Fragments 
wielded up and dislocated by the expansion of 
water from below ; the mo8t-p%)rt reduced to mud» 
the rest to splinters. Afterwasd sprang np fire 
in many places, and again tore and mangled the 
mutilated carcase, and still jgrowlswor it. 

What are its cities and mmparts and moles 
and monuments ] segments of a fragment, which 
one man puts together and another throws down. 
Here wo stumble upon thy great ones at theif 
work. Show me now, if thou canst, in history, 
three great warriors, or three great statesmen, 
who have acted otherwise than spiteful children. 

Plato. I will begin to look for them in history 
when I have discovered the same number in the 
philosophers or the poets. A prudent man 
searches in his own ganlen after the plant he 
wants, before he casts his eyes over the stalls in 
Kenkrea or Keramicos. 

lieturning to your observation on the potency 
of the air, I am not ignorant or unmindful of it. 
May I venture to express my opinion to you, 
Diogenes ! that the earlier discoverers and distri- 
buters of wisdom, (which wisdom lies among us in 
ruins and remnants, partly distorted and partly 
concealed by theological allegory) meant by Jupi- 
ter the air in its agitated state, by Juno the air 
in its quiescent. These alre the gi-eat agents, and 
therefore called the king and queen of the gods. 
Jupiter is denominated by Homer fhc compeUer 
of clouds : Juno receives them, and remits them 
in showers to plants and animals. 

I may trust yon, I hope, 0 Diogenes ! 

Diogenes. Thou mayest lower the gods in my 
presence, as safely as men in the pr#:sc».ce of 
Timon. 

PlcvU). I would not lower them : 1 would exalt 
them. 

Diogenes. More foolish and presumptuous still ! 

PUUo. Fair words, 0 Sinopean ! I protest to 
you my aim is tnith 

Diogenes. I can not lead thee where of a cer- 
tainty thou mayest always find it ; but I will tell 
thee what it is. Truth is a point; the subtUest 
and fines^; harder than adamant; never to be 
broken, worn away, or blunted. Its only bad 
quality is, that it is sure to hurt those who touch 
it; and likely to dr|iw blood, perhaps the life-blood, 
of those who press earnestly upon if. Let us away 
from this narrow lane skirted with hemlock, and 
pursue our road again through the wind and dus^ 
toward the greaJt man and the powerful. Him I 
would call the powerful one, who controls the 
storms of his mind, and turns to good account the 
worst accidents of his fortune. Jho great mam 
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I WM going on to demonstrate, is somewhat lore. ' 
He must be able to do this, and he must ha^e fin 
intellect which puts into motion the intellect of 
others. f 

PlaJto, Socrates then was your great man. 

Diogme^. He was indeed ; nor can all iluin 
hast attributed to him ever make me think the 
contrary. I wish he could have kept a little more 
at home, and have thought it as well woi4h his 
while to converse with his own children as with 
others. 

Plato, lie knev^ himself born for the benefit of 
the human race. 

Diogenes. Those who are honi for the benefit of 
the human race, go bnt little into it ; those who 
are bom for its curse, are crowded. 

Plato. It was requisite to dispell the mists of 
ignorance and error, 

Diogenes. Has he done it? What <loul)t has 
he elucidated, or what fact has he est!i])lishcd ? 
Although I was but twelve years old and resident 
in another city when he died, 1 have taken some 
pains in my inquiries about him from persons 
less vanity and less perverseness than his disciples 
He did not leave behind him any true philosopher 
among them ; any who followed his mode of 
aigumentation, his subjects of disquisition, or his 
course of life ; any who would subdue the malig- 
nant passions or coerce the looser ; any who would 
ahataln from calumny or fronj cavil ; any who 
would devote his days to the glory of his country, 
or, what is easier and perhaps wiser, to his own 
W<^>fouuded contentment and well-merited ronose. 
Xenophon, the best of them, offered up sacrifices, ! 
believed in oracles, consulted soothsayers, turned i 
at a jay, and was dysenteric at a magpie. i 

Plato. He had then no courage ? I was the first j 
to enspeci It. | 

Diogenes. Which thou hadst 'never been if | 
others had not praised him for it : but his courage 
wu of so strange a quality, that he was ready, if 

S or magpie did not cross him, to light for 
^ urtan or Persian. Plato, whom thou esteemest 
much more, and knowest somewhat less, careth as 
little for portents and omens as doth Diogenes. 
What he would have done for a Persian I can not 
say: certain 1 am that he would have no more 
fbnght for a Spartan than he would for his own 
Aether ; yet he mortally hates the man who hath 
a kinder muse or a better milliner, or a seat 
nearer the minion of a king. So much for the 
two disciples of Socrates who have acquired the 
greatest celebrity ! 

Plato. Why do you attribute to invidious- 
ness and malignity, rather than to the young 
philosopher who is coming prematurely forward 
Into public i^ptice, aud who bath lately been in- 
vited by the King of Macedon to educate his 
mm) 

jDiopenee. These very words of thine demon- 
•trate to me, calm and expostulatory as they 
appear in utterance, that thou enviest in this 
Tonng man, if not hia abilities, his appointment. 
And piythee n..# demonstrate to me as clearly, if 


thon canst, in what he is ^ther a iQ^phantor n 
malignant. 

Willingly. 

Diogenks. I believe it. But easily too ? 

Plato. I think so. Knowing the arrogance of 
Philip, and the signs of ambition which his boy 
(I forget the name) hath exhibited so early, he 
says, in the fourth book of his Sihics (already in 
the hands of several here at Athens, although in 
its presept state nnfit for publication), that he 
who deems himself worthy of less than his due, is 
a man of pusillanimous and abject mind.” 

Diog&rm. His canine tx)oth. Mend Plato, did 
not enter thy hare's fiir here, 

PlajS>. No ; he sneered at Phocion, and flattered 
Philip. He adds, "whether that man's merits 
be great, or small, or middling.” And he supports 
the position by sophistiy. 

Diogenes. How could he act more consistently I 
Such is the opport it should rest on. If the 
man’s merits were great, he could not be al^ect. 

Plato. Yef the author was so contented with 
j hi'? obw'Tvai.iori^ that he expresses it again a 
huTuirod lineB below 

I Jjiogevcs. Then he was not contented with his 
; observation , for, had he been contented, he would 
I hav« said no ivore about it. But, haying, ^een 
I lately his trealisc, 1 remember that he voiles tl^e 
expression of the sentiment, and, after saying a 
I very foolish thing,, is resolved on saying one 
I rather ’es.' iuconsiderate : on tlie principle of the 
hunter on the snow-s of Pindus, who,, when his 
fingers are frostrbitten, does not hold them in- 
stantly to the fire, but dips them first into cold 
water. Aristoteles says, in his second trial at the 
thesis, "/or he who is of low and abject mind, 
strips himself of what is good about him, and is, 
to a certain degree; bad, because he thinks himself 
unworthy of the good.” 

Modesty and diffidence make a man unfit tor 
public afiairs : they also make him unfit for 
brothels : hut do they therefore^make him bad ? 
It is not often that, your scholar is lost in this 
way, by following the echo of his own voice. His 
greatest fault is, that he so condenses his thoughts . 
as to render it difficult to see through them ; he • 
inspissates his yellow to black. However, I see 
more and more in him the longer I look at him : 
in you I see less and less. Perhaps other men 
may have eyes of another construction, and filled 
with a subtiler and more etherial fluid. 

Plato. Acknov^edgo at least that it argues a 
poverty of thought to repeat the same sentiment. 

Diogenes. It may or it may'^ot. Whatever of 
ingenuity or invention be displayed in a remark, 
another may he added which surpasses it. If, 
after this and perhaps more, the author, in a dif- 
ferent treatise, or in a different place of the same, 
throws upon it fresh materials, surely you must 
allow tljfit he rather hath brought forward the 
evidence of plentoousuess than of poverty. Much 
of invention may he exhibited in the variety of 
turns and aspects he makes his thesis assmne. 
A pool^ friend may give me to-day a portion of 
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repast; but a rich man is likelier to 
send me what' is preferable, forgetting that he had 
sent me as much a daj or two before. They who 
give us all we want, and beyond what we expected, 
may be pardonec: i' they happen to overlook the 
extent of their liberality. . In this matter thou 
hast spoken inconsiderately and unwisely: but 
whether the remark of Aristoteles was intended as 
a slur on Phocion is uncertain. The rep^ition of 
it makes me incline to think it was; for few 
writers repeat a kind sentiment, many an unkind 
one : and Aristoteles would have repeated a just 
observation rather than an unjust, unlc|^ he 
wished either to flatter or malign. The gods 
rarely let us take good aim on these occasions, 
but dazzle or overcloud us. The perfumed oil of ' 
flattery, and the caustic spirit of malignity, spread : 
over an equally wide surface. Here both are i 
thrown out of their jars by the same j>aii of Lands j 
at the same moment; tne sweet (as ysual) on the 
bad maif, the unsweet (as universal) on tho good. 

I never heard before that they had fallen on the 
hands of Phocion and of Philip. Thou hast fur- 
nished me witjji the suspicion, ithi I have furnished 
thee with the supports for it. Do not, however, 
hofe jo t^umph over Aristoteles. because he 
hath saiiPonQ thoughtless thing : rather attempt 
to triumph with him on saying many wise ones, j 
For a philosopher I think hi^i very little of an \ 
impostor. He mingles too frequently the acute | 
and dull ; aqd thou too frequently the sweet and 
vapid. Try to barter one with the other, amica- 
bly ; and not to twitch and carp. Tou may each 
be the better for some exchanges ; but neither for 
cheapening one another’s wares. Do thou take 
my advice the first of the two ; for thou hast the 
most to gain by it. Let me toll thee also that it* 
does him no dishonour to have accepted the invi- 
tation of Philip as future preceptor of his newly- 
born child. I would rather rear a lion’s whelp 
and tame him, thag see him run untamed about 
tho city, especially if any tenement and cattle 
were at its •outskirts. Let us hope that a soul 
Opce Attic can ne\er become Macedonian; but 
rather Macedonian than Sicilian. • 

Aristoteles, and all the rest of you, must have 
the wadding of straw and saw-dust shaken out, 
and then we shall know pretty nearly your real 
weight and magnitude. 

A philosopher ou<’^ht never to speak in 
such a manner of phllosoj^ Irs. • 

Diogenes. None other ought, excepting now 
and then the beadldf However, the gods have 
well protected thee, 0 Plato, against his worst 
violence. Was this raiment of thine the screen of 
an Egyptian temple 1 or merely the drapery of 
a thirty-cubit Isisl or peradventure a holiday 
suit of Darius for a bevy of his younger concu- 
bines 1 Prythee do tarry with me, or r#tum 
another day, that I may catch a flight of quails 
with it as they cross over this part of Attica. 

Plato. It hath always been the fate of tho de^r- 
ona to be caltmmiated for eflbmina^ by the sordid. 

Dtogenos. Efiemhnu^! By my bei^ ! he who 


ootid cany all this Milesian braveiy on his 
shoulders, might* with the help of three more such 
abb men, have tost TyP^oliuB up to the teeth of 
Jupiter. 

~*lcUo. We may serve our country, I hope, with 
u faces. 

Diogenes. More serve her with dean fiicoB than 
with ciban hands : and some are extremely shy o! 
her when they frncy she may want them. 

Plato. Although on some occasions I have left 
I Athens, I can not be accused of deserting her in 
the hour of danger, 

Diogems. Nor proved to have defended her: 
but better desert her on soms occasions, or on all, 
than praise tho tyrant Critias ; the cruellest of the 
thirty who condemned thy master. In one hour, 
in the hour when that friend was dying, when 
young and old were weeping over him, where thm 
wert thou 1 

Plato. Sick at home. 

Diogenes. Sick I how long? of what malady? 
In such torments, or in such debility, that it would 
have cost thee thy life to have been carried to the 
prison ? or hadst thou no litter ; no slaves to bear 
it; no footboy to inquire the way to the public 
prison, to the cell of Socrates ? The medicine he 
took could never have made thy heart colder, or 
thy legs more inactive and torpid in their move- 
ment toward a friend. Shame upon thee! scorn! 
contempt ! everlasting reprobation and abhorrence! 

I Plato. Little did 1 ever suppose that, in being 
I accused of hard-hcartedtiess, Diogenes would exer- 
j ciso the office of accuser. 

Diog&nes. Not to press the question, nor to 
avoid the recrimination, J will enter on the subject 
I at large ; and rather as an appeal than as a disquX- 
I aition. I am called hard-hearted ; Alcibiades is 
I called tender-hearted. Speak I truly or falsely ? 

Plato. Truly. 

D lingeries In both cases 1 

Plato. In both. 

Diogews. Pray, in what doth baroness of heart 
consist ? 

Plato. There arc many con.di;,uent(5 and indi- 
cations of it : want of sympathy r itii our species 
is one. 

Diogenes. 1 sympaliiiac \7ith the brave in their 
adversity and afflictioiib hiv^ause I feel in my own 
brea.st the flame that burns in theirs : and 1 do 
not sympathise with others, because with others 
my heart hath nothing of consanguinity. I no 
more sympathise with the generality of mankind 
than I do with fowls, fishes, and insects. We have 
indeed the same figure and the same flesh, but not 
the same soul and spirit. Yet, recall to thy 
memory, if thou cansl^ any action of mine bring* 
ing pain of body or mind to any rational creature. 
True indeed, no despot or conqueror should 
exercise his authority a single hour if my arm or 
my exhortations could prevail against him. Nay 
more : none should depart from the earth without 
flagellations, nor without brands, nor without ex- 
posure, day after day, in the market-]plaoe of the 
city where he governed. This is the only way I 
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know of tniAiTig men believe in the justice of their 
gods. And if they never were to ^lieve in it at 
all, it is right that th^ should conhde irf the 
equity of their fellow-men. Even this were im- 
perfect : for eveiy despot and conqueror iqi^ctB 
much greater misery than any human body can 
suffer, Now then plainly thou seest theextent 
of what thou wouldst call my cruelty, who 
}\ave ragged beards ara cruel by prescription and 
acclamation ; while they who have pumiced feces 
and pcrfumccVhair, are called cruel only in the 
moments of tenderness, and in the pauses of irri- 
tation. Tky friend Alcibiades was extremely 
good-natured : yet^ because the people of Mdos, 
descendants from the Lacedaemonians, stood 
neutral in the Peloponcsian war, and refused to 
fight against their fathers, the good-natured man, 
when he had vanquished and led them captive, 
in(luc(jd the Athenians to slaughter all among | 
them who were able to bear arms ; and we know 
that. 1 he. survivors were kept in irons until the 
victorious Spartans set them free, 

Plato. 1 did not approve of this severity. 

f)lo<f(aim. Nor didst thou at any time disap- 
prove of it. Of what value are all thy philosophy 
and all thy eloquence, if they fail to humanise a 
bosom-friend, or fear to encounter a misguided 
poimlacc ] 

Plato. I thought I heard Diogenes say he had 
no .sympathy with the mass of mankind. What 
could excite it so suddenly in behalf of an enemy? 

Diogmen. Whoever is wronged is thereby my 
fcllow-crcaturc, altliough he were never so b^ore. 
Scorn, contumely, chains, unite us. 

Plato. Take heed, 0 Diogenes I \mi ih® people 
of Athens liear you. j 

Diogenes. Is Diogenes no greater than the^ 
people of Athena 1 Friend Plato 1 I take no heed 
about them. Somebody or something will demo- 
lish me sooner or later. An Athenian can but 
begiu what an ant, or a beetle, or a worm will 
finish. Any one of the three would have the best 
of it. While 1 retain the use of my tongue, I will 
exercise it at ray leisure and my option. I would 
not bite it off, even for the pleasure of spitting it 
in a tyrant’s facte, as that brave girl Egina did. 
But 1 would recommend that, in his wisdom, he 
should deign to take thine preferably, which, 
having always honey upon it, must suit bis taste 
better. 

Plato. Diogenes ! if you must aigue or discourse 
M'it h me, I w ill endure your asperity for the sake 
of your acuteness : but it appears to me a more 
philosophical thing to avoid what is iusultiug and 
vexatious, than to breast and brave it. 

Diogenrs. Thou hast spt^ken well. 

Ploiu. It belongs to the vulgar, not to us, to 
fly from a man’s opinions to his actions, and to 
stab him in his own house for having received no 
wound in the school. One merit you w ill allow me : 

J always keep my temper ; which you seldom do. 

Diogenes. Is mine a good or a bad on., ? 

Plato. Now must I speak sincerely ? 

OiogeiMB, Boat thou, a philosopher, ask such a 


question of me, a phlloflopliert , Ay, (rincerely 
or not at all. 

Plato. Sincerely aa you could wish, I mnsi 
declare then your temper is the worst in the 
world. 

Dtepenea I am much in the right, therefore^ 
not to keep it. Embrace me : I have spoken now 
in thy own manner. Because thou sayest the 
most malicious thliig a the most placidly, thou 
thinkest or pretendest thou art sincere. 

Plato. Certainly those who are most the Tnastera 
of their resentmeutsi, are likely to speak leia 
eiToveously than the passionate and moroae. 

Diogenes. If they would, they might: but the 
moderate are not usually the most sincere : for the 
same circumspection which makes them moderate^ 
makes them likewise retentive of what could give 
offence : they are also timid in regard to fortune 
and fevour, and hazard little. There is no 
of sincerity in any place. What there is must ^ 
picked up patiently, a grain or two at a time; and 
the season for it "is after a stormy after the over- 
flowing of banks, and bursting of mounds, and 
sweeping away of landmarks. lkt,en will always 
hold something hack : they must be shaken and 
loosened a little, to make them let, go yrhalt is 
deepest in them, and weightiest and ptfi-est. 

Plato. Shaking and loosening aa much about 
you as was requii^ite for the occasion, it became 
you to demonstrate where, and in what manner, 
I had made Socrates appear less sagacious and less 
eloquent than he was : it became you likewise to 
consider the great difficulty of finding new 
' thoughts and new expressions for those who had 
more of them than any other men, and to repre- 
sent them in all the brilliancy of their wit and in 
all the nuyesty of their genius. 1 do not assert 
that I have done it ; but if I have not, what man 
has ? what man has come so nigh to it 1 He who 
could bring Socrates or Solon, or Diogenes, 
through a dialogue, withoqt disparagement, is 
much nearer in his intellectual powers to them, 
than any other is near to him. * 

Diogenes. Let Diogenes alone, and Socrat^ 
and Solon. None of the three ever occupied fife 
hours in tiugingaud curling the tarnished plumes 
of prostitute Philosophy, or deemed anything 
worth his attention, care, or notice, that did not 
make men brave and independent. As thon 
callest on me to dxow thee where and in what 
manner thou jS^ast misrepresented thy teacher, and 
as thou seemest to set an equal value on eloquence 
and on reasoning, I shall atciend to thee awhile on 
each of these matters, first inquiring of thee 
whether the axiom is Socratic, that it is never 
becoming to get drunk *, urdess in the soleznnL 
tics of Bacchus? 

Plato. This god was the discoverer of the vine 
an<y)f its uses. 

Diogenes. Is drunkenness one of its uses, or the 
discovery of a god ? If Pallas or Jupiter hath 
given us reason, we should sacrifice our 
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With moM propriety to Jupiter or Pallae. To 
Bacchus is due a libation of i^e ; the aame beiug 
his gift^ as thou preaohest 

Another and a gru ver question. 

Did Socrates teach thee that slayes are to be 
scourged, and by no means admonished as though 
they were the children of the master X* 

PUOo. He did not argue upon government. 

Diogerm. He argued upon humanity, ^hereon 
all government is founded : whatever is beside it 
is usurpation. 

Plato, Are slaves then never to be scourged, 
whatever be their transgressions and enormities % 

Diogenes, Whatever they be, they are less than 
his who reduced them to their condition. 

Plato, What ! though they murder his whole 
family! 

Diogenes, Ay, and poison the public fountain 
of the city. What am I saying ! and to whom 1 
Uorriblo as is this crime, and next in atrocity to 
parricide* thou deemeat it a lighter one than steal- 
ing a fig or grapt. The stealer of these is scourged 
by thee ; the sentence on the poisoner is to cleanse 
out the receptacle There is however a kind of 
poisoning, which, to do thee justice, comes before 
th?e lyth qjl its horrors, and which thou wouldst 
punish cdlj^itally, even in such a sacred personage 
as an aruspex or diviner : I mean the poisoning 
by incantation. I, my whole family, my whole 
race, my whole city, may bite the dust in agony 
from a truB§ of henbane in the well ; and little 
harm done forsooth ! Let an idle fool set an image 
of me in wax before the fire, and whistle and caper 
to it, and purr and pray, and chant a hymn to 
Hecate while it melts, intreating and imploring 
her that I may melt as easily ; and thou wouldst, 
in thy equity and holiness, strangle him at the 
first stave of hia psalmody. 

Plato. If this is an absurdity, can you find 
another ? 

Diogenee. Truly ^in reading thy hook, I doubted 
at first, and for a long continuance, whether thou 
couldst hafe been serious ; and whether it were 
not rather a satire on those busy-bodies who arc 
moessautly intermeddling in othey people’s afiaira. 
It was only on the protestation of thy intimate 
friends that I believed thee to have written it in 
earnest. As tor thy question, it is idle to stoop 
and pick out absurdities from a mass of incon- 
sistency and iiyuswce: but another and another 
I could throw in, and an, !ner ai^ another after- 
ward, from any page in the volume. Two bare 
staring falsehoods Mft their beaks one upon the 
other, like spring frogs. Thou sayest that no 
punishment, decreed by the laws, tendeth to evU. 
What ! not if immoderate 1 not if partial ? Why 
then repeal any penal statute while the subject of 
its animadversion exists! In prisons the less 
eriminal are pl^ed among the more criminal, the 
inexperienced in vice together with the h^’dened 
in it. This is part of the punishment, though it 
precedes the sentence ; nay, it is often inflicted on 


thoA whom the Judges acquit : the law, by allow- 
ing it, does it 

The next that he who is punished by the 
laws is the better for it, or, however, the less de- 
praved. What ! if anteriorly to the sentence he 
liveslind converses with worse men, some of whom 
console him by deadening the sense of shame, 
others removing the apprehension of punish- 
ment ! Many laws as certainly make men bad, aa 
bad men make many laws : yet under thy regimen 
tfr y take us from the bosom of the nurse, turn the 
meat about upon the platter, pull Hhe bed-clothes 
off, make us sleep when we would wake, and Wake 
when we would sleep, and nevgr cease^to rummage 
and twitch us, until they see us safe landed at the 
grave. We can do nothing (but be poisoned) With 
impunity. What is worst of all, we must many 
certain relatives and connections, be they die* 
torted, blear-eyed, toothless, carbuncled, with hair 
(if any) eclipsing the reddest torch of Hymen, aud 
with a hide on [rival ling in colour and plaits hia 
trimnicst saffron robe. At the mention of this 
indeed, friend Plato ! oven thou, although ro* 
solved to stand out of harms’ way, bcgiimest to 
make awry mouth, and fmdestit dillicultto pucker 
and purse it up again, without an astringent Store 
of moral sentences. Hymen is indeed no acquaint- 
ance of thine. We know the delicacies of love 
which thou wouldst reserve for the gluttony of 
heroes and the fastidiousness of philosophers. 
Heroes, like gods, must have their own way ; but 
against thee and thy confraternity of elders I 
would turn the closet-key, and your mouths might 
water over, but your tongues should never enter, 
those little pots of comfiture. Seriously, you who 
wear embroidered slippers ought to bo very 
cautious of treading in the mire. Philosophers 
should not only live the simplest lives, but should 
also use the plainest language. Poets, in employ- 
ing magnificent and sonorous words, teach philo- 
sophy the better by thus disarming suspicion, that 
the finest poetry contains and conveys the finest 
philosophy. You will never let any man hold 
his right station ; you would rank P^»lou with 
Homer for poetry. This is absurd. The only 
resemblance is, in both being eminently wise. 
Pindar too makes even the cadences of his 
dithyrambies keep to Cute of Beason. 
My tub, which holds ii.i^i'old thy wisdom, would 
crack at the reverberation of thy voice. 

PUjUo. Farewell. 

Diogenes. Not quite yet. I must physio thee a 
little with la^ again before we part ; answer me one 
more question. In punishing a robbery, wouldst 
thou punish him who steals everything from 
one who wants evei^hing, less severely than him 
who steals little from one who wants fiothing ! 

I^lcUo. No : in this place the iniquity is mani- 
fest : not a problem in geometry is plainer. 

Diogenes. Thou liedst then . . in thy sleep 
perhaps . . but thou liedst. Differing in one 
page fix)m what was laid down by thee in another^* 
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thou wonldfit punish what is called iaorUegi with 
death. The magifitrates ought to provide that 
the temples be watched so well» and guarded so 
effectuall as never to be liable to thefts* The 
gods, we must suppose, can not do it by themselves ; 
for, to admit the contrary, we must admiC their 
indifference to the possession of goods and chattels: 
an impiety so great, that sacrilege itself drops into 
atoms under it. He' however who robs from the 
gods, be the amount what it may, robs from the 
rich; robs from those who can want nothing, 
although, lik^ the other rich, they are mightily 
vindictive against petty plunderers. But he who 
steals from a poqr widow a loaf of bread, »may 
deprive her of everything she has in the world ; 
perhaps, if she be bedridden or paralytic, of life 
itself. 

I am weary of this digression on the inequality 
of punishments ; let us come up to the object of 
them. It is not, 0 Plato ! an absurdity of thine 
alone, but of all who write and of all who converse 
on them, to assert that they both are and ought 
to be inflicted publicly, for the sake of deterring 
from oflfence. The only effect of public punish- 
ment, is, to show the rabble how bravely it can be 
borne; and that everyone who hath lost a toe- 
nail hath suffered worse. l''he virtaious man, as a 
reward and a privilege, should be permitted to see 
how calm and satisfied a virtuous man departs. 
The criminal should be kept in the dark about 
the departure of his fellows, which is oftentimes 
as unreluctant : for to him, if indeed no reward or 
privilege, it would be a corroborative and a cordial. 
Such things ought to be taken from him, no less 
carefully than the instruments of destruction or 
evasion. Secrecy and mystery should be the 
attendants of punishment, and the sole persons, 
present should be the injurell, or two of his 
relatives, and a functionary delegated by each 
tribe, to witness and register tlic execution of 
Justice. 

Trials, on the contrary, should be public in 
every case. It being presumable that the sense 
of shame and honour is not hitherto quite extin- 
guished in the defendant, this, if he be guilty, is 
the Worst part of his punishment ; if innocent, the | 
best of his release. From the hour of trial until 
the hour of return to society (or the dust) there 
should be privacy, there should be solitude. 

PUUo, It occurs to me, 0 Diogenes ! that you 
agree with Aristoteles on the doctrine of necessity. 

Diogenes. I do. 

Plato. How then can you pmish, by any 
heavier chastisement than coercion, the heaviest 
offences 1 Everything being brought about, as 
you hold, fcy fate and predec.tination . . 

DiogeTie^. Stay ! Those terms are puerile, and 
imply a petition of a principle : keep to the term 
rvecemty. Thou art silent. Here then, 0 Plato! 
will I acknowledge to thee, I wonder it should 
have escaped thy perspicacity that free- wUl itself 
is nothing else thim a part and effluence of Tiecee- 
tUby, If everything proceeds ftt>m some other 
thUig, eveiy impulse from some other impulse. 


that which impels to choice or will miiat aol 
among the rest. 

PZoto. Every impulse from some other (I must 
so take it) under God, or the first cause. 

Diogenee. Be it so : I meddle not at present 
with infinity or eternity ; when I can comprehend 
them I will talk about them. You metaphysioiaiui 
kill the flower-hearing and fruit-bearing glebe 
with ^elvmg and turning over and sift^^ and 
never bring up any solid and malleable mass 
from the dark profundity in which you labour. 
The intellectual world, like the physi^, is inap- 
pli^ble to profit and incapable of cultivation a 
little way below the surface . . of which there is 
more to manage, and more to know, than any of 
you will undertake. 

Plalo, It happens that we do not see the stars 
at even-tide, sometimes because there are clouds 
intervening, but oftener because there are glim-» 
merings of light : thus many truths , escape us 
from tho obscurity we stand in ; and many more 
firom that crepuscular state of*mind, which in- 
duceth us to sit down satisfied with our imagina- 
tions and unsuspicious of our knowledge. 

Diogenes. Keep always to the point, or w^h an 
eye upon it, and instead of saying thinm/iO make 
people stare and wonder, say what vyu withhold 
them hereafter from wondering and staring. This 
is philosophy; ti^ make remote things tangible, 
common things extensively useful, useful things 
extensively common, and to leave the least neoes- 
sary for the last, I have always a suspicion of 
sonorous sentences. The full shell sounds little, 
but shows by that little what is within. A blad- 
der swells out more with wind than with oil. 

PUvto, I would not neglect politics nor morals, 
nor indeed even manners : these however are 
mutable and evanescent ; the human understand- 
ing is immovable and for ever the same in its 
principles and its constitution, and no study is so 
important or so inviting. * 

JJiogem's. Your sect hath done little in it. You 
are singularly fond of those disquisitions in which 
few can detect your failures and your fallacks, 
and in which, if you stumble or err, you may find 
some countenance in those who lost their way 
before you. 

Is not this school-room of mine, which holdeth 
but one scholar, preferable to that out of which 
have proceeded so ^any impetuous in passion, 
refractoiy in dscipline, unprincipled in adventure, 
and (worst of all) proud in slaveiyl Poor crea- 
tures who run after a jaded mule or palfrey, to 
pick up what he drops along the road, may be 
certain of a cabbage the larger and the sooner for 
it ; while those who are equally assiduous at the 
heel of kings and princes, hunger and thirst for 
more, and usually gather less. Their attendance 
is neither so certain of reward nor so honest ; their 
patience is scantier, their industry weaker, their 
complaints louder. What shall we say of their 
philosophy? what of their virtue? What shall 
we say of the greatness whereon their feeders 
plnme themselves ? not oaring they indeed for the 
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InmBkr character of virtue or philoiophy. We 
never dll <Mdreu the greater or better for 
wanting others to support them : why then do we 
dll men so for iti I would be servant of any 
helplds man for hours together : but sooner shall 
« king be the slave of Diogenes than Diogenes a 
kiiig^s. 

JHato. Companionship, 0 Sinopean, is not 

•laveiy. 

Jfioffenes, Are the best of them worthy to be 
my companions t Have they ever made yon 
wiser t have you ever made them sol Piythee, 
what is companionship where nothing that im- 
provd the intellect is communicated, and where 
the larger heart contracts itself to the model and 
dimension of the smaller? ’Tis a dire calamity 
to have a slave ; *tiB an inexpiable curse to be one. 
When it be&lls a man through violence he must 
be pitied : but where is pity, where is pardon, for 
the wretch who solicits it, or bends his head 
under it through invitation? Thy hardness of 
heart toward slaves. 0 Plato, is just as unnatural 
aa hardness of heaft toward dogs would be in me. 

Plato, Ton would have none perhaps in that 
eondition. •* 

Diogenes, None should be made slaves, except- 
ing those whg have attempted to make others so, 
or who spontaneously have become the instru- 
ments of unjust and unruly men. Even these 
ought not to be scourged eveiy day perhaps : for 
their skin is the only sensitive part of them, and 
■ueh oaatigation«might shorten their lives. 

Flaio, Which, in your tenderness and mercy, 
you would not do. 

Diogenes, Longevity is desirable in them; that 
they may he exposed in coops to the derision of 
the populace on holidays; and that few may 
eerve the purpose. 

Plato, We will pass over this wild and thorny 
theory, into the field of civilisation in which we 
live; and here I must remark the evil conse- 
quences that would enffue, if our domestics could 
listen to you ^ about the hardships they are 
enduring. 

Diogenes, And is it no evil that truth and 
beneficence should be shut out at Olice from so 
laige a portion of mankind? Is it none when 
things are so perverted, that an act of bene- 
ficence might lead to a thousand acts of cruelty, 
ind that one accent of truth should be more per- 
nidouB than all the falsehood^ that have been 
accumulated, since the formation of language, 
^ce the gift of speech^ I have taken thy view 
of the matter; take thou mine. Hercules was 
called just and glorious, and worshipped as a deity, 
because he redressed the grievances of others : is 
it nqjust, is it inglorious, to redress one’s own? 
If that man rises high in the &vour of the people, 
high in the estimation of the valiant and the wise, 
high before God, by the assertion and vindicatitn 
of his holiest law, who punishes with death such 
as would reduce him or his fellow citiaens to sla- 
very, how much higher rises he, who, being a slave* 
springs up indignantly firom his low estate, and 


thmstfli away the living load that mtereeptaftnni 
him, what even the reptiles and insects, what even 
the bushes and brambles of the roadside, exyoy I 

Pki£b, We beg^ with definitions : 1 r^oioe, 0 
Diogenes, that yon are wanned into rhetoric, in 
which )|>n will find me a most willing auditor : for 
I am curious to collect a q>6cimen of your prowess, 
where you have not yet established any part of 
your celebAty. 

Diogenes, I am idle enough for it : but I have 
other things yet for thy curiosity, ot^er things yet 
for thy castigation. 

Thou wouldst separate the military from the 
citixenB; from artisans and from agriculturists 
A small body of soldiers, who neAsr could be any- 
thing else, would in a short time subdue and sub- 
jugate the industrious and the wealthy. They 
would begin by demanding an increase of pay ; 
then they would insist on admission to magis- 
tracies ; and presently their general would assume 
the sovereignty, and create new offices of trust 
and profit for the strength and security of his 
usurpation. Soldiers, in a free state, should bo 
enrolled from those principally who arc most 
interested in the conservation of order and pro- 
perty; chiefly the sons of tradesmen in towns*, 
first, because there is the less detriment done to 
agriculture ; the main thing to be considered in 
all countries : secondly, because such people are 
pronest to sedition, from the two opposite sides of 
enrichment and poverty : and lastly, because their 
families are always at hand, responsible for their 
fidelity, and whore shame would befall them 
thickly in case of cowardice, or any misconduct. 
Those governments are the most ilourisliiug and 
stabile, which have the fewest idle youths about 
the streets and theatres : it is only with the sword 
tlfat they con cut th^^ halter. 

Thy faults arise from two causes principally; 
first, a fondness for playing tricks with argu- 
ment and vrith fancy : secondly, swallowing from 
others what thou hast not taken time eno ugh nor 
exercise enough to digest. 

Plato, Lay before me the particulaj’ . iung^ you 
accuse me of drawing from others, 

Diogenes. Thy opinions on numbers arc dis- 
torted from those of the Chaldeans, Babylonians, 
and Syrians ; who believe that nunibc‘r?, and let- 
ters too, have peculiar po'Aors, independent of 
what is represented by them on the surface. 

Plato. I have said more, and often differently. 

Diogenes. Thou hast indeed. Neither they nor 
Pythagoras ever taught, as thou hast done, that 
the basis of the^earth is an equilateral triangle, 
and the basis of water a rectangular. We are then 
informed by thy sagacity, that the w’orld has no 
need of eyes, because notniiig is left to bd looked 
at out of it ; nor of ears, because nothing* can be 
heard beyond it ; nor of anj-' parts for the recep- 
tion, concoction, and voidauce, of nutriment; 
because there can be no secretion nor accretion*." 

This indeed is veiy providential. If things 
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were otherwiee, foul might befell yom* genii, who 
are always on active service : a world would not 
bespatter them so lightly as w^ mortals are be- 
spattered by a swallow. Whatever is assented on 
things tangible, should be asserted from experi- 
ment only. Thou shouldst have defende/l better 
that which thou hast stolen : a thief should not 
only liavc impudence, but courage. 

FlcUo. What do you meanl " 

Fiogenes. I mean that every one of thy whim- 
sies hath been picked up somewhere by tbee in 
thy travels *•,' and each of them hath been rendered 
more weah. and puny by its place of concealment 
in thy cioset. ,What thou hast written on the 
immortality of the soul, goes rather to prove the 
immortality of the body ; and applies as well to 
tlie body of a weasel or an eel as to the fairer one 
of Agathon or of Aster. Why not at once intro- 
duce a new religion*! since religions keep and 
are relished in proportion as they are salted with 
absurdity, inside and out ; and all of them must 
have one great crystal of it for the centre ; but 
Philosopliy pines and dies unless she drinks limpid 
water. When Pherccydes and Pythagoras felt in 
tlicmselves the majesty of contemplation, they 
8i)unied the idea that flesh and bones and arteries 
should confer it ; and that what ctJiuprcheuds the 
past and the future, should sbik in a inoment and 
be annihilated for ever. No, cried they, tlio power 
of thinking is no more in the brain than in the 
hair, although tlie hrain may be the instrument 
on which it j)lays. Jt is not corporeal, it is not 
of this world ; its existence is eternity, its resi- 
dence is infinity. I forbear to discuss the ration- 
ality of their belief, and pass on straightway to 
thine ; if indeed I am to consider as on^ belief 
and doctrine. 

Plato. As you ^vill. 

Diogenes. 1 should rather then regard these 
things as mere ornaments ; just as many decorate 
their ajjartments with lyres and harps, which they 
themselves look at from the couch, supinely 
complacent, and leave for visitors to admire and 
play on. 

Plat'). [ foresee not how you can disprove my 
argument on l,hc immortality of the soul, which, 
being contained in the best of my dialogues, and 
being often asked for among my friends, I carry 
with me. 

Diogenes, At this time ? 

PlaU). Even so. 

Diogews. Give me then a certain part of it for 
my perusal. 

Platv. Willingly. 

OiogiTU's. Hermes and Pallas ! I wanted but a 
cubit of it., or at most a fathom, and thou art pull- 
ing it out by the plethron. 

PUUo. This is the place in question. 

Diogenes. Read it. 

Platx> (rea^). “Sayest thou not that death is the ! 
opposite of life, and that they spring the one from 

He eludes to the varioua worships of Egypt, and to 
what Plato had learned tharo. 


the other!” " Yes*** ** What springs then from 
the living!” “ The dead” "And what from the 
dead !” " 'Ihe living.” " Then all things alive 
spring from the dead.” 

Diogenes. Why that repetition! but go on. 

Plato {reads). " Souls therefore exist ^ter death 
in the infernal regions.” 

Diogenes. Where is the therefore f where is it 
even as to eonstence ? As to the inferrud regions, 
thei*e is nothing that points toward a prool^ or 
promises an inication. Death neither springi 
from life, nor life from death. Although death is 
the inevitable consequence of life, if the observa- 
tion and experience of ages go for anything, yet 
nothing shows us, or ever hath signified, that life 
comes from death. Thou mightest as well say 
that a barley-corn dies before the germ of another 
barley-corn grows up from it ; than which nothing 
is more untrue : for it is only the protecting part 
of the germ that perishes, when its protection, is 
no longer necessary. The consequence, that souls 
exist after death, cannot bo drawn from the co^ 
ruption of the body, even if it were demonstrabls 
that out of this corruption a live one could rist 
up. Thou hast not said that tie soul is among 
those dead things which living things must spring 
from : thou hast not said that a liying soul pro- 
duces a dead soul, or that a dead soul produces a 
I living one. 

Plato. No indeed. 

Diogenes. On my conscience, thou hast said 
, however things no less inconsiderate, no less in- 
consequent, no less unwise ; and this very thing 
must be said and proved, to make thy argument 
of any value. Do dead men beget children! 

Plato. I have not said it. 

Diogems. Thy argument implies it. 

Plato. These are high mysteries, and to be ap 
proaclied with reverence. 

Diogrnes. Whatever we can not account for, ia 
in the same predicament. Wo may be gainers by 
being ignorant, if we cair be thought mysterious. 
It is better to shake our heads and to let nothing 
out of them, than to be plain and explicit in mat- 
ters of difficulty. I do not mean in confessing our 
ignorance 6t our imperfect knowledge of them, 
but in clearing them up perspicuously : for, if ws 
answer with case, we may haply be^ihought good- 
natured, quick, communicative ; never deep, never 
sagacious; not very defective possibly in our intel- 
lectual faculties,,. yet unequal and chinky, and 
liable to ttfb probation of every clown's knuckle. 

Plato. The brightesl^ of stars appear the most 
unsteady and tremulous in their %ht; not from 
any quality inherent in themselves, but from the 
vapours that float below, and from the imperfec- 
tion of vision in the surveyor. 

Diogems. To the stars again ! Draw thy robe 
round thee ; let the folds fall gracefully, and look 
ifiajestic. That sentence is an admirable one; 
but not for me. I want sense, not stars. Whait 
then ! Do no vapours float below the others ! and 

f is there no imperfection in the vision of those who 
look at them, if they arc the same men, and look 
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Idautiftil Tiigin is inferior in beautjr to the im- 
mortal goda.* Is not Yulean an iinmortal godi 
are not the Paries and Discord immortal god- 
dessest Ay, hj mj troth are they; and there 
never was any city and scarcely any fiuoaily on earth 
to which they were lon^ invisible. Wouldst thon 
prefer them to a golden cup, or even to a cup from 
the potter’s^ Would it require one with a dance 
of Bacchanals under the pouting rim ? would it 
require one foretasted by Agathon? us 
descend from the deities to the horses. Thy dress 
is as well adapted to horsemanship as thy words 
are in general to discourse. Such as thou art, 
would run out of the horse’s way; and such ^ 
know thee best, would put the vase out of thine. 

PlcOo, So then, I am a thief, it appears, not 
only of men’s notions, but of their vases ! 

IHogenea, Nay, nay, my good Plato ! Thou hast 
however the frailty of concupiscence for things 
t^gible and intangible, and thou likest well- 
tumed vases^ no less than well-turned sentences : 
therefore they who know thee would leave no 
temptation in Ihy^way, to the dikurbance and 
detriment of thy souL Away with the horse and 
vase ! we will come together to the quarters of the 
virgin^ Faith ! my friend, if we find her only 
]UBt as beagitifrj its some of the goddesse.: we were 
naming, her fjrginity will be as immortal as their 
divinity. 

Plaio. I have given a reason for my supposition. 

Diogertee. What is it? 

PkOo. Becauim there is a beauty incorruptible, 
and for ever the same. 

Diogenea. Visible beauty ) beauty cognizable in 
the same sense as of vases and of horses 1 beauty 
that in degree and in quality can be compared 
with theirs 1 Is there any positive proof that the 
gods possess it 'I and all of them ? and all equally! 
Are there any points of resemblance between 
Jupiter and the daughter of Acrisius ! any between 
Hate and Hebe ? whose sex being the same brings 
them somewhat noixres. In like manner thou 
coufoundest the harmony of music with symmetry 
in what is visiblb and tangible : and thou teochest 
the s^ars how to dance to their own compositions, 
enlivened by fugues and variations' from thy 
master-band. This, in the opinion of thy boy 
scholar^ is sublimity ! Truly it is the sublimity 
which he attains who is hurled into the air from a 
balUsta. Changing my ground, and perhaps to 
thy advantage, in the name o' Socrates I eome 
forth against thee ; not for ubmg hiiJ a wide- 
mouthed mask, stuffed with gibes and quibbles ; 
not for making him the most sophistical of 
sophists, or (as thou hast done frequently) the 
most improvident of statesmen and the worst of 
citizens; my accusation and indictment is, for 
representing him, who had distinguished himself 
on the field of battle above the bravest and most 
experienced of the Athenian leaders' (partlculariy 
at Delion and Potidea), as more ignorant of war- 
fare than the worst-fledged crane that fought 
against the Pygmies. « 

Plato, lam not conscious of having done it 


Diogfunes, I believa thee : but done it thou hast 
The language of Socrates was Attic and simple : 
he hated the verbosity and refinement of wrang- 
lers axiM rhetoridians ; and never would he have 
attributed to Aspasia, who thought and spoke 
like Pericles, and whose elegance and judgment 
thou thyself hast commended, the chaff and Ut- 
ter thou hast tossed about with so much wind 
and wantotiness, in thy dialogue of Meneranm, 
Now, to omit the other fooleries in it, Aspasia 
would have laughed to scorn the most ignorant of 
her tire- women, who should have re Jilted to her 
the story thou tcllest in her name, about the 
march, of the Persians round the tcrritoiy of 
EretriA. This narrative seems fo thee so happy 
an attempt at history, that thou l)ctraye8t no 
small fear lest the reader should take thee at thy 
word, and lest Aspasia should in reality rob thee 
or Socrates of the glory due for it. 

Plato, Where lies the fault ? 

Diogema, If the Persians had marched, as thou 
describest them, forming a circle, and from sea 
to sea, with their hands joined together ; fourscore 
shepherds with their dogs, their rams, and their 
bell-wethers, might have killed them all, coming 
against them from points well-chosen. As how- 
ever great part of the Persians were horsemen, 
which thou appearest to have quite forgotten, 
how could they go in single line with their hands 
joined, unless they lay flat upon their backs along 
the backs of their horses, and unless the horses 
themselves went tail to tail, one pulling on the 
other ! Even then the lino would be interrupted, 
and only two could join hands. A pretty piece 
of net-work is here 1 and the only defect I can 
find in it is, that it would help the fish to catch 
the fisherman. 

^PlaJto. This is an ^buse of wit, if there be any 
wit in it. 

Diogmea. I doubt whether there is any; for 
the only man that hearr it does not smile. We 
will be serious then. Such nonsense, delivered 
in a school of philosophy, might be the less 
derided; but it is given us as an otaiion, held 
before an Athenian army, to the honour of those 
who fell In battle. The bcginniDg of the speech 
is cold and languid : the remainder is worse ; it 
is learned and scholastic. 

Plato, Is learning wer^ o in oratoiy thaa 
languor ! 

Diogmea, Incomparably, in the praises of the 
dead who died bravely, played off before those 
who had just been fighting in the same ranks. 
What we most i^nt in this business is sincerity ; 
what we want least are things remote from the 
action. Men may be cold by nature, and languid 
from exhaustion, fiom gfTef itself, from Mitchful- 
ncss, from pity ; but they cannot be idling and 
wandering about other times and nations, when 
their brothers and sons and bosom-friends are 
brought lifeless into the city, and the least inqui- 
sitive, the least sensitive, are hanging immovably 
over tbeir recent wounds. Then burst forth their 
nftmflft from the frill heart ; their latherl names 
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eome next, hallowed with lands and benedictions 
that flow over upon their whole tribe ; then we 
lifted their helmets and turned round to the 
apectators; for the grass is festened to tl^m by 
their blood, and it is befitting to show the people 
how they must have struggled to rise up, and 
to fight afresh for their countiy. With^t the 
virtues of courage and patriotism, the seeds of 
such morality as is fruitful and substantial spring 
up thinly, languidly, and inefiectually. The images 
of great men should bo stationed throughont 
the works of great historians. 

Plaio. According to yonr nnmeration, the 
great mcn^ are scanty : and pray, 0 Diogenes! are 
they always at hand 1 t 

Diogenes. Prominent men always are. Catch 
them and hold them fast, when thou canst find 
none better. Whoever hath influenced the down- 
fall or decline of a commonwealth, whoever hath 
altered in any degree its social state, should be 
brought before the high tribunal of history. 

Plato. Very mean intellects have accomplished 
IJiese things. Not only battering-rams have 
loosened the walls of cities, but foxes and rabbits 
have done the same. Vulgar and vile men have 
been elevated to power by circumstances : would 
you introduce the vulgar and vile into the pages 
you expect to be immortal 1 

Diogenes. They never can blow out immor- 
tality. Criminals do not deform by tl^eir presence 
the strong and stately edifices in which they are 
incarcerated. I look al)Ove them and sec the 
image of J »isticc : I rest my arm against the plinth 
where the protectress of cities raises her spear by 
the jiidgincnt-seat. Thou art not silent on tho 
vile; but delightest in bringing them out before 
us, and in reducing their betters to the same 
condition. 

Plato. 1 am no writer of history. 

Diogenes. Every great writer is a writer of 
history, let him treat on almost what subject he 
may. He carries with him for thousands of years 
a portion of his times : and indeed if only his 
own effigy were there, it would be greatly more 
than a fragment of his country. 

In all thy writings I can discover no mention of 
Epaminondas, who vanquished thy enslavers tho 
Lacedaemonians ; nor of ThrasybuUis, who expelled 
the murderers of thy preceptor. Whenever thou 
again displayest a specimen of thy historical 
researches, do not utterly overlook the fact that 
these excellent men were living in thy days ; that 
they fought against thy enemies ; that they rescued 
thee from slaveiy ; that thou axt,'ndebted to them 
for the whole estate of this interminable robe, 
with its valleys and hills and wastes; for these 
perfumes that overpowervall mine ; and moreover 
for thy house, thy grove, thy auditors, thy ad- 
mirers, and thy admired. 

Plato. Thrasybulus, with many noble qualities, 
had great fknlts. 

Diogem$. Great men too often have greater 
Iknlts thsm little men can find room for. 

PUM Spominondas was nndoabtedly a mo- 


mentous man, and {bnnidable to Lacedsemon, bat 
Pelopidas shared his gloiy. 

Diogetm. How ready we all are with out 
praises when a cake is to be divided ; if it is not 
onrs! 

PUOo. I acknowledge his magnanimity, hii 
integrity, his political dtill, bis military servicee^ 
and, above ail, bis phftosophical turn of mind ; 
but, since his oountiymen, who knew Mm best^ 
have until recently be^ silent on the transcend- 
ency*of his merits, I think I may escape from 
obloquy in leaving them unnoticed. His glorious 
death appears to have excited more enthusiastic 
acclamation than his patriotic heroism. 

Diogenes. The sun colours the sky most deeply 
and most diffusely when he hath sunk below the 
horizon ; and they who never said '' How bene- 
ficently he shines}” say at last, "How brightly 
he set !” They who believe that their praise gives 
immortality, and who know that it gives celebrity 
and distinction, are iniquitous and flagitious in 
withdrawing it from such exemplary men, such 
self-devobod citizens, as Eparrinondas and Thra- 
sybuluB. 

Great writers are gifted with that golden wand 
which neither ages can corrode nor violence rend 
asunder, and are commanded to jpoint v^th it 
toward the head (be it lofty or low) vrhi^h nations 
are to contemplate and to revere. 

Plato, I should rather have conceived from you 
that the wand ought to designate those who merit 
the hatred of their species. 

Diogenes. This too is another of its offices, no 
less obligatory and sacred. 

J*lalo. Not only have I particularized such faults 
as I could investigate and detect, but in that 
Mstorical fragment, which I acknowledge to be 
mine (although 1 left it in abeyance betweeu 
Socrates and Aspasia), I have lauded the courage 
and conduct of our people. 

Diogenes. Thou recountest the glorious deeds 
of the Athenians by sea ,and land, staidly ami 
circumstantially, as if the 'Athenians themselves, 
or any nation of the universe, could doubt them. 
Let orators do this when some other shall have 
rivalled them ; which, as it never hath happened 
in the myriads of generations that have passed 
away, is never likely to happen in the myriads 
that will follow. From Asia, from Africa, fifty 
natiouR came forward in a body, and assailed 
the citizens of one scanty city : fifty nations fled 
from before them. ^ All tho wealth and power of the 
world, all the civilisation, all the barbarism, were 
leagued against Athens the ocean was covered 
with their pride and spoils; the earth trembled; 
mountains were sever^, distant coasts united: 
Athens gave to Nature her own again ,* and equal 
laws were the unalienable dowry brought by 
Liberty to the only men capable of her defence 
or her enjoyment. Did Pericles, did Aspasia^ 
did Socrates foresee, that the descendents of those, 
whose heroes and gods were at best but like them, 
should enter into the service of Persian satraps, 
knd become the parasites of Sicilian kings 1 
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Plato. 'Pythagoras, the most temperate and who^have it already, and do not need it, or t* 


retired of mortals, entered the courts of princes. 

Diogenes, True ; he entered them and cleansed 
them : his breath was lustration ; his touch puri- 
fied. He persuaded the princes of Italy to 
renounce their self-constituted and unlawful 
authority : in efiecting which purpose, thou must 
acknowledge, 0 Plato I that either he was more 
eloquent than thou art, or that he was juster. 
If, being in the confidence of a usurper,# which 
in itself is among the moat heinous of crimes, 
since they virtually are outlaws, thou never gavest 
him such counsel at thy ease sind leisure, as 
l^thagoras gave at the peril of his life, thqp in 
this likewise wert wanting to thy duty as an 
Athenian, a republican, a philosopher. If thou 
ofieredst it, and it was rqjected, and after the 
rejection thou j^et tarriedst with him, th< a wert 
thou, friend Plato! an importunate s^'cophant I 
, and self-bound slave. ' 

PhUo. I never heard that you blamed Euripides • 
in this manner for frequenting the court of! 
Archelaus. • 

Diogenes, I have heard thee blame him for it ; 
and this brings dowm on thee my indignation. 
Poets, by the constitution of their minds, are ] 
ncifbor^acutp reasoners nor firmly mir'ded. Their I 
vocation allied to sycophancy from the begin- J 
ning : they sang at the tables of the rich : and he ! 
who could not make a hero cguld not make a i 
dinner. Those who are possessed of enthusiasm j 
are fond of everything that excites it ; hence poets 
are fond of festivals, of wine, of beauty, and of i 
glory. 'J’liey can not always make their sclcc- ! 
tion; and generally tlicy are little disposed* to | 
make it, from indolence of character. Theirs 
partakes less than others of the philosophical and 
the heroic. What wonder if Euripides hated those 
who deprived him of his right, in adjudging the 
prize of tragedy to his competitors ? From haling 
the arbitrators ^vho committed the injustice, he 
proceeded to hate tlm people who countenanced it. 
The whole frame of government is bad to those 
who have suftered under any part. Archelaus 
praised Euripides’ poetry: ho tlAcrcfore liked 
Al'chclaus: the Athenians bantered his poetry: 
therefore he disliked the Athenians. Beside, he 
could not love those who killed his friend and 
teacher : if thou canst, I hope thy love may bo i 
for ever without a rival. j 

Plato. He might surely h’j-ve found, in some 
republic of Greece, the fri ad wh^ would have | 
sympathized with him. , 

Diogenes. He mighi: nor have 1 any more inch- , 
nation to commend Ids choice than thou hast 
right to condemn it. Terpandcr and Thales and 
Pherecydes were at Sparta witli Lycurgus : and ' 
thou too, Plato, mightst have found in Greece a ' 
wealthy wise man ready to receive thee, or (where | 
words are more acceptable) an unwise wealthy one. j 
Why dost thou redden and bite thy lip 1 Wofildst 
thou rather give instruction, or not give it'? 1 

Plato, I would rather give it, where I could. j 

Diogenes. Wouldst thou rather give it to thf)sc i 


those who have it not, and do need it 1 

Plato. To these latter. 

Diogenes. Iirfpart it then to the unwise ; and t* 
those who are wealthy in preference to tlm rest, 
as they require it most, and can do most gooc’ 
with ft. 

Plato. Is not this a contradiction to your owr« 
precepts# 0 Diogenes! Have you not been een 
suring me, I need not say how severely, for m 3 
intercourse with Dionysius? and yet surely Ik 
was wealthy, surely be required 1 !he advice of a 
phiiospher, surely he could have done much good 
with it. , 

Diogenes. An Athenian is more degraded by 
becoming the counseller of a king, than a king is 
degraded b}^ becoming the schoolmaster of pau- 
pers in a free city. Sucli people as Dionysius are 
to be approached by the brave and hones!, from 
two motives only : to convince them of their 
inutility, or to slay them for their iniqiiily. Our 
fathers and ourselves liave witnessed in more than 
one country the curses of kingl}" powder. All na- 
tions, all cities, all communities, should enter into 
one great hunt, like that of the Scythians at the 
approach of winter, and should follow it up 
unrelentingly to its perdition. The diadem should 
designate the victim: all who wear it, all uho 
offer it, all who bow to it, should perish. Tlio 
smallest, t.hc poorest, the least accessible village, 
whose cottages arc indist-inguishable from tlie 
rocks around, should offer a reward for the heads 
of these monsters, as for the wolf’s, the kite’s, 
and the viper’s. 

Thou tellest us, in thy fourth hook on Politg, 
that it matters but little whether a state bo 
governed b 3 ' many or one, if the one is obedient 
to the laws. Why hast not thou likewise told us, 
that it little niaticrs whether the sun bring us 
lieat or cold, if lie ripens the fruits of the earth 
ly cold as perfectly as by heat. ? Demonstrate that 
he does it, and I siibscrihe to the propo-sition. 
Demonstrate tliat kings, by their nature and 
education, are obedient to the lav ' • bear them 
; patiently; deem them no impc limcnt to their 
I wishes, designs, lusts, violences ; tliat a whole 
scries of moiiarchs liatli been of this character 
and condition, wherever a whole series hath been 
permitted to continue; thd i^.*aor them indepen 
dence of spirit, dignity oi mind, rectitude of con- 
duct, energy of character, truth of expression, and 
even lower and lighter things, eloquence, poetry, 
stadpture, painting, have flourished more exube- 
rantly than a^mng the free. On the contrary, 
some of the best princes liave rescinded the laws 
they themselves introduced and sanctioned. Im- 
patient of restraint ai^d order are even the quiet 
and inert of the species. * 

Plato. There is a restlessness in inactivity ; we 
must find occupation for kings. 

Dlogevts. Open the fold to them and they will 
find it themselves ; there wdll ho plenty of heads 
and shanks on the morrow. I do not see w'hy 
those v;ho. directly or indirectly, woul^ promote 
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a kingly government, should escape the peaalty 
of death, whenever it can be inflicted, any more 
than those who decoy men into slave-ships. 

Plato, Supposing me to have done Yhave 
used no deception. 

Diogenes. What ! is it no deception to caj peo- 
ple out of their honiies, to oflier them a good supper 
and good beds if they will go along with thee ; to 
take the key out of the house- door, iCiat they 
may not. have the trouble of bearing the weight 
of it ; to sIkov them plainly through the window 
the hot supped and comfortable bed, to which 
indeed the cook and cham})erlain do beckon and 
invite then*, but inform them however on enter- ! 
ing, it is only on Condition that they never tfeir a 
foot beyond the supper-room and bed-room ; to 
be conscious, as thou musl be, w^hen they desire 
to luivc rather their own key again, eat their own 
lentils, sleep on their own pallet, that tliy friends 
the cook and chamberlain have forged the title- 
deeds, morf gaged the house and homestead, given 
the lentils to the groom, made a horse cl otli of 
the coverlet and a manger of the pallet ; that, on 
the first complaint against such an apparent 
injury (for at present they think and call it otic), 
the said cook and chamberlain seize them by the 
hair, strip, scourge, imprison, and gag tbeiu, 
showing them through the grating what cajutal 
dishes are on the table for the more deserving, 
what an appetite the fumes stir up, and how sen- 
sible men fold tlieir arms upon the breast con- 
tentedly, and sluiriber soundly after the carousal. 

Plato. People may exercise their judgment. 

Diogenes. People may spend their money. All 
people have not much money ; all people have 
not much judgment. It is cruel to prey or im- 
pose on those who have little of either. There is 
nothing so absurd that the ignorant have not, 
believed : they have believed, fi,n<l will believe for 
ever, Avhat tliou wouldst teach ; namely, thal. 
others who never saw them, never are likely to 
see them, will care more about them than they 
should care about themselves. This pernicious 
fraud begins with jierverting the intellect, and 
proceeds with seducing and corrupting the alFec- 
t ions, which it transfers from the nearest to the | 
most remote, fyoin the dearest to the most iiidif j 
feront. It enthrals the freedom bot h of mind and 
body ; it annihilates not only political and moral, j 
but, what nothing else how'ever monstrous can do, 
even arithmetical proportions, making a unit 
more than a million. Odious is it in a parent to 
murder or sell a child, even in time of famine : 
but to sell him iu the midst of pl^^^pty, to lay his 
throat at (be mercy of a wild and riotous despot, 
to whet and kiss and present the knife that immo- 
lates him. and to ask tli<\„samc favour of being 
immolatea for the whole family in perpetuity, if j| 
not this an abomination ten thousand times more 
execrable 1 

Let Falsehood be eter^uilly the enemy of Truth, 
but not eternally her.tnistross : let Power bo eter- 
nally the despiser of' Weakness, but not eternally 
her oppre^?or : let Genius be atemally in the train 


or in the tramm^o of Wealth, but not eternally 
his sycophant and his pander. 

Plato, What a land is Attica ! in which the 
kings themselves were the mildest and best citi- 
zen^ and resigned the sceptre ; deeming none 
other worthy of supremacy than the wisest and 
most warlike of the immortal Gods. In Attica 
the olive and com were first cultivated. 

Diogenes. Like other Athenians, thou art idly 
fond of dwelling on the antiquity of the people, 
and w^ouldst fain persuade thyself, not only that 
the first corn and olive, but even that the first 
man, sprang from Attica. I rather think that 
wh^ historians call the emigration of the Pelaa- 
gians under Danaiis, was the emigration of those 
‘ shi'phenis,' as they continued to be denominated, 
i who, having long kept possession of Egypt, were 
besieged in the city of Aoudris, by Thoutmosis, 
and retired by capitulation. These probably were 
of Chaldaic origin. Danaiis, like every wise legis- « 
; lator, introduced such religious ritca as were 
adapted to the country in which he settled. The 
ane.ient being once relaxed, adnfission was made 
gradually for honouring tlie brave and beneficent, 
who in successive generations ‘extended the 
boundary of the colonists, and defended tljjem 
against the resentment and reprisal of j^^hs, native 
chieftains. • 

Plato. This Til ay be ; but evidence is wanting. 
Diogenes, Inde«'l it is not quite so strong and 
satisfactory :is in that piece of hi.story, where thou 
maintaincst that ^ each of ns is the half of a 
By Nepluue ! a vile man too, or the computation 
were overcharged. 

Plato. Wc copy these things from old traditions. 
lytogenes. Copy rather the manners of antiquity 
than i lie fables; or copy those fables only which 
convey the manners. That one man was cut off 
another, is a tradition little meriting preservation. 
Any old woman who drinks and dozes, could re- 
I cite to us more interesting dreams, and worthier 
of the Divinity. r 

Surely thy elfronteiy is of the calmest and most 
' philosophical kind, that thou remarKlest to me a 
want of historic evidence, when I offered a sug- 
gestion ; and when thou thyself hast attributed to 
Solon the most improbable fiilsehoods on the anti- 
quity and the exploits of your ancestors, telling us 
that time had ^ohliterauP these *memoeahle* annals. 
What is obliterated at home, Solon picks up fresh 
ami vivid in Egypt. An Egyptian priest, the 
oldest and witest of ^ihe body, informs him that 

^ Tn t>ie Banquet. No two qu|litie8 arc more diaaimilar 
than tho im^ination of Plato and the imagination of 
Bhakspearo. The A ndrogyne was probably of higher anti- 
quity than Grecian fable. Whencesoever it originated, 

M VS can not but wonder how Shakspeare met .with it. In 
his King John, tho citizen of Angers says of the Lady 
' Blanche and of the Dauphin, 

** He is the half-part of a blessed man, 

« Left to be finished by such a she ; 

And she a fair divided excellence 
Whoso fulnoNs of perfection lies in him,** 

\^hHt is beautiful in poetry may be infantine In philoso- 
phy, and monstrous in physics. 
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Athens was built a thousand years before Sals, by 
the goddess Neithes, as they call her, but as we, 
Athene, who received the 8eed> of the city from the 
Barth and Vulcan. The records of Athens are 
lost, and those of Sais mount up no higher than 
eight thousand years. Enough to make her talk 
like an old woman. 

I have, in other places and on other occasions, 
remarked to those about mo many, if no^ equal 
and similar, yet gross absurdities in thy writings. 

Plctto. Gently! 1 know it. Several of these, 
supposing them to be what you denominate them, 
are originally from others, and from the gigivcst 
men. 

Diogenes, Gross absurdities are usually of that 
parentage : the idle and weak produce but petty 
ones, and such as gambol at theatres and fairs. 
Thine are good for nothing : men are too old, and 
children too young, to laugh at them. There is 
no room^for excuse or apology in the adoption of| 
another’s fooler 5 \ Imagination may heat a writer * 
to such a deg^o, that he feels not what drops 
from him or clings to him of his own ; another’s 
is taken up deliberately, and trimmed at leisure. 

I will now proceed with thee. I have heard it 
afnrm|d (but, as philosophers are i.iie affirmers, 
the asse^l^on may be questioned), that there is | 
not a notion or idea, in the wide compass of thy 
works, originally thy owm. , 

Phto. 1 have made them all mine by my man- 
ner of treating them. 

I>iogenes. If 1 throw my cloak over a fugitive 
slave to steal )dm, it is so short and strait, so 
threadbare and chinky, that he would be recog- 
nised by the idlest observer who had seen him 
seven years ago in the market-place : but if thou 
hadst enveloped him in thy versicoloured an^ 
cloudlike vestiary, puffed and efiuse, rustling and 
rolling, nobody could guess well what animal was 
under it, much less what man. And such a ti»sue 
would conceal a /jang of them, as easily as it 
would a parsley-hed, or the study yonder of young 
Demosthenes. Therefore, I no more wonder that 
Jhou art tempted to run in chase of butterflies, 
and catchest many, than I am at discovering that 
thou breakest their wings and lcg.s by the weight 
of the web thou tbrowest over them ; and that we 
find the head of one indented into the houj^ of 
another, and never an individual retaining the 
colour or character of an species. Thou hast 
indeed, I am inclined to 4)elieve^ some ideas of 
thy own : for instance, when thou tellest us that 
a well-governed city*ought to let her walls go to 
sleep along the ground. Pallas forbid that any 
city should do it where thou art I for thou wouldst 
surely deflower her, before the soldiers of the 
enemy could break in on the same errand. The 
poets are bad enough : they every now and then 
want a check upon them : but there must be an 
eternal vigilance against philosophers. 'Vet I 
would not drive you all out of the city-gates, be- 
cause I fain would* keep the country parts from 
pollution. ^ * 

Plato, Certainly, 0 Diogenes, I can not retort 


on you the acoasation of employing any language 
or any sentiments but your own, unquestionably 
the purest and most genuine Sinopean. 

Diogenes. Welcome to another draught of it, 
my courteous guest ! By thy own confession, or 
rathir thy own boast, thou stolest every idea thy 
voluminous hooks convey; and therefore thou 
wouldstt persuade us that all other ideas must 
have an archetype ; and that jGod himself, the 
Demiurgos, would blunder and botch without one. 
Now can not God, by thy good loaJV^ gentle Plato ! 
quite as easily form a thing as conceive it 1 and 
execute it as readily at once as at twieje 't Or hath 
he ‘rather, in some slight degree, less of plastic 
power than of mental 1 Seriously, if thou hast 
received these fooleries from the Egyptian priests, 
prythee, for want of articles more valuable to 
bring among us, tfike them back on thy next 
voj'age, and change them against the husk of a 
pistachio drop! from the pouch of a sacred ape. 

Thy God is like thyself, as most men’s Gods 
arC • he throws together a vast quantity of stuflT, 
and leaves his ^vorkpcople to cut it out and tack 
it together, after their own fashion and fancy. 
These demons or genii arc mischievous and fan- 
tastical itnpB : it Avonld have been better if they 
had always sitten -wdth their hands before them, 
or played and toyed with one another, like the 
young folks in the garden of Academus. As 
thon hast modified the ideas of those who went 
before thee, so those who follow thee will modify 
thine. The Aviser of them will believe, and rea- 
sonably enough, that it is time for the Demiurgos 
to lay his head upon his pillow, after heating his 
brains with so many false conceptions, and to let 
the world go on its own way, without any anxiety 
or concern. 

Beside, would not thy, dialogues he much bet- 
ter and more interesting, if thou hadst given 
more variety to the characters, and hadst intro- 
! diiced them conversing on a greater variety of 
topics'! Thyself and Prodicus, if thou wouldst 
not disdain to meet him, rnigh > .iiustr.,tte the 
nature of allegory, might explain to your audience 
where it can enter gracefully, and where it must 
he excluded : we shouhl learn from you, perhaps, 
under whose guidance it first enme iiito Greece ; 
whether anyone has pk i^lioned the exiritcnce of 
it in the poems of Orpheus and Musseus (now so 
lost that we possess no traces of them), or whether 
it was introduced by Homer, and derived from 
the tales and mythology of the East. Certainly 
he has givei^ us for deities such personages as 
were never worshipped in our country ; some he 
found, I suspect, in the chrysalis state of meta- 
phors, and hatched J,hem by the warmth of his 
genius into allegories, gmng them a *Rtrengt]> of 
wing by which they were carried to the summit 
of Olympus. Euripides and Aristophanes might 
discourse upon comedy and tragedy, and upon 
that species of poetry which, though the earliest 
and most universal, was cultivated in Attica with 
little success until the time of SophocjJcs. 

PlaU). You mean the Ode. 

hh2 



468 


IMAGINARY CONVERSATIONS. 


Diogenes* I do. There was hardly a comir of 
Greece, hardly an islet, where the children of 
Pallas were not called tp school and challei^^ed 
by choristers. 

Plaio. These disquisitions entered into no por- 
tion of my plan. I 

Diogenes. Rather say, ill-suited thy genius; 
having laid down no plan whatever for a^series of 
dialogues. Hchool-exercises, or, if thou pleascst 
to call them so, disquisitions, require no such form 
as thou hast given to them, ami they block up 
the inlets aixl outlets of conversation, which, to 


There are many who marry from niter indi- 
gence of thought, captivated by the playfhlnees 
of youth, as if a kitten were npver to be a cat ! 
Socrates was an unlikely man to have been under 
so sorrowful an illusion. Those among you who 
tell us that he married the too handy Xantippe 
for the purpose of exercising his patience, turn 
him from a philosopher into a fool. We should 
be at least as moderate in the indulgence of those 
matter^ which bring our patience into play, as in 
the indulgence of any other. It is better to be 
sound than hard, and better to be hard than 


aeeni natural, should not adhere too closely to one 
siiltjcct. The mos^ delightful parts both of philo- 
sophy and of fiction might have opened and ex- 
panded before us, if thou liadst- sclofitcd some fifty 
or sixty of the wisest, most eloquent, and most 
facetious, and hadst made tlicm exert their abili- 
ties on what was most at their command. 

Plato. I am not certain that 1 could have given 
to Aristophanes all his gaiety and humour. 

Diogem^s. Art thou certain thou hast given to 
Socrates all his irony and perspicacity, or even all | 
his virtue ] I 

Plato. His virtue 1 think I have given him fully. 

Diogenes. Few can comprehend the whole of 
it, or sec where it is separated from wis<lom. 
Being a philosopher, he must have known that 
marriage would render him less contemplative 
and less happy, thougli he had chosen the most 
beautiful, tlie most quiet, the most obedient, and 
most alfcctionate woman in the w^orkl ; yet he 
preferred wdiat he considered his duty as a citizen 
to his peace of mind. 

Plato. Ho might hope to beget (diildren in i 
sagacity like himself. j 

Diogenos. He can never have hoped it at all, 
or thought about it as hccain^e him. Tic must 
have observed that tlie^ sous of meditative men 
are usually dull and stupid ; and he might foresee 
that those philosophers or magistrates whom their 
father had excelled w’ould be, openly or covertly, 
their enemies. 

Plato. Here then is no proof of his prudence 
or his virtue. True indeed is your remark on the 
children of the contemplative ; and we have 
usually found them rejected from the higher 
oflices, to punish them for the celebrity of their 
fathers. 

Diogenes. Why didst not tliou introduce thy 
preceptor arguing fairly and fully on some of 
these topics I Wert thou afraid of disclosing his 
inconsistencies i A man to he quite consistent 
mu.st live quite alone. I know*' not whether 
Socrates would have succeeded in the attempt; 
I only know 1 have failed, 

Plaio. hope, most, excellent Diogenes, I shall 
not he accused of obstructing much longer so 
desirable an experiment. 

Diogenes, I will hear with theo some time yet. 
The earth is an obstruction to the growth of 
seed ; hut the seed can not grow well without it. 
When 1 have done with thee, I will dismiss thee 
with my ufual courtesy. 


callous. 

Pl^ito. Do you say that, Diogenes 1, 

Diogenes. I do say it ; and I confess to thee that 
1 am grown harder than is well for me. Thou 
wilt not so easily confess that an opposite course 
of life hath rendered thee callous. Frugality and 
severity must act upon us long and uninterrupt- 
edly before they produce this effect : pleasure and 
selfishness soon produce the other. Th6 red-hot 
is hut one moment in sendyig up its fumes 
from the })uddlc it is turned into, and in losing 
its brightness and its flexibility. 

Plato. 1 have admitted your definitions, and 
I now f accede to your illustrations. But illusl^'a- 
! tions are pleasant merely ; and defiiik.iolis are 
j ea.sicr than discoveries. • 

j Diognus. The easiest things in the world when 
I they are made : nhvertheless thou hash given us 
I some dozens, and there is hardly a complete or a 
just one on tlie list ; hardly one that any wench, 
watching her hccs and spinning on Hymettus, 
might not have corrected. 

J*lato. As you did, no doubt, when you threw 
into my school the cock you had stripped of its 
feathers. 

* Di<fgene.s. Even to the present day, neither 
thou nor any of thy scholars have detected the 
fallacy. 

Plato. We could not dissemble that our defini- 
tion was inexact. 

Diogents. I do not mean that. 

Plato. What then '{ * 

Diogenes. J would remark that neither thou 
nor thy disciples found me out. 

Plato. We saw you plainly enough : we heard 
you too, crying, Behold Plato's man ! 

Diogenes. Tt was not only a reproof of thy 
temerity in definitions, hut a trial of the facility 
with which a light a^d unjust ridicule of them 
would he recci^^ed. 

Plaio. Unjust perhaps not, hut certainly rude 
and vulgar. * 

Diogenes. Unjust, I repeat it : because thy de- 
finition was of man as nature formed him : and 
the cock, when I threw it on the floor, was no 
longer as nature had formed it. Thou art accus- 
tomed to lay down as peculiarities the attributes 
that, belong, equally or nearly, ’to scvei'al things 
or persons. 

Pleito. The characteristic .is not always the 
de^iition, nor meant to he accepted for it. I have 
called tragedy ov/^oTepTr^o’raroi', ^most delightful to 
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tlie 'people/ and \l/vxay(i»yiK(&Taroy, 'most agitating 
to the soul:’ no person can accuse me of laying 
down these terms as the dejlnition of tragedy. 
The former is often as applicable to rat-catching, 
and the latter to cold-bathing. I have called the 
dog <pt\6iuxBis^ 'ion cl of acquiring information/ 
and (pik6(ro(pop, 'fond of wisdom but I never have 
denied that man is equally or more. 

Diogenes, Deny it then instantly. Every dog 
has that property ; every man has not :*I mean 
the <pi\6jj.ad€s. The fpt^6(ro(pov is false in both , 
cases # for words must be taken as they pass cur- 1 
rent in our days, and not according to any ancient | 
acceptation. The author of the Margites siifys, I 

. I 

TevJS’ our Sv B-ia-atv ovr’ ! 

"Ovr* t< o'efiv. j 

Here certainly the cro(f>6s has no reference to the , 
higher intellectual powers, as with us, since he is 
placed by the poet among del vers and ploughmen. 
The compound word (l)i\6(To<pos did not exist when 
the author of J^fargites wrote > and the lover of 
wisdom, in his days, was the lover of tlie country. 
Her aspirants, in ours, are quarreling and fighting 
in the streetsf about her; and nevertheless, while 
tltey rustle their Asiatic robes around them, leave 
her dipfltutc, as naked, and as uungry as they 
found heif 

Plato, Did your featherless cock render her 
any service ? • 

Diogenes. Yes. 

Plato. I Corrected and enlarged the definition 
without your assistance. 

Diogenes. Not without it: the best assistance 
is the first, and the first was the detccf.ion of 
insufficiency and error. Thy a<kUtioii was, 'that 
man has broad nails now art thou certain that 
all monkeys have sharp and round ones '{ 1 hav«f 

heard the contrary; and J know ihal. the mole 
has them broad and flat. 

7*lato. What wouldst tliou say man is, and other 
animals are not ? • 

Diogenes^ I would say, Ig^'ng and jnalicious. 

Plato. Because he alone can speak ; he alone 
•an reflect. 

Diogenes. Excellent reasons ! If speech he the 
communication of wdiat is felt, made by means of 
the voice, thinkest thou other creatures are mute? 
All that have legs, I am inclined to believe, have I 
voices : whether fishes have, I know" not. Thou 
wouldst hardly wish me j take the trouble ofj 
demonstrating that meri fie, bo^i before their ! 
metamorphosis into philosophers and after : yet ; 
perhaps thou niaysf wish to hear w-hcrefore, ifi 
other animals reason and reflect (which is proved ; 
in them by apprehending mischief and avoiding | 
it, and likewise by the exertion of memory), they 
are not also raalicions. 

Plato. Having kept in their memory an evil 
received, many of them evince their malwte, by 
attacking long afterward those who did it. 

Diogenes. This is not malice, in man or beast. 
Malice is ill-will without just cause, and desijo to 
injure without any hope of benefiting from it. 


Ti^^ers and serpents seize on the unwary, and 
inflict deadly wounds : tigers from sport or 
hu:^ger, serpents from fear or hurt ; neither of 
them from malice, neither of them from hatred. 
Dogs indeed and horses do acquire hatred in 
theif domestic state : they had none originally : 
they must sleep under man’s roof before they 
share yith him his high feeling : that high 
feeling which renders him the destroyer of his 
I own kind, and the devourer of' his own heart. 

I We are willing to consider both revenge and envy 
as much worse blemishes in the aharacter than 
malice. Yet for one who is invidious there are 
sij^ or seven who arc malicioug, and for one who is 
revengeful there are fifty. In revenge there must 
be something of energy, however short-breathed 
and indetenninate. Many are exempt from it 
because they are idle and forgetful ; more, because 
they are circumspect and timid ; but nothing 
liindcrs the same people from being malicious. 
Envy, abominable as wc call her, and as she is, 
often stands iiyion a richly-fig\ired base, and is to 
be recognised only by the sadncs.s wdtb which she 
leans over the emblems of power and genius. 
The contracted licart of Malice can never sw^ell to 
sadness. Seeing nothing that she holds desirable, 
she covets nothing ; she would rather the ex- 
tinction than the possession of w'hat is amiable ; 
she bates high nud low, bad and good, coldly per- 
tinacious and lazily morose. 

Thou, Plato, w'ho hast cause to be invidious of 
not many, art of nearly all : and thy wit pays the 
fine, being rendered thereby the poorest I know 
ill any Athenian ambitious of it. 

Plato. If the fact l>e thus, the reason is different. 

Diogeiuis. What is it then ? 

Plato. That every witticism is an inexact 
thought : that Avhat is perfectly true is imperfectly 
witty : and that 1 have attended more sedulously 
and more successfully to verity. 

Diogenc.^. AVliy iu>t bring the simplicity of 
truth into the paths of fife ? wiiy not try wliother 
h would look as becomingly in actions as in oids; 
in the W'ardrobc and at tsbie as ii* ib.dnii ions and 
syllogisms? wiiy not demonstrate to the youth of 
Athens that thou in good earnest canst be con- 
tented witli a little ? 

J*lato. So I could, if the timeH. required it. 

Diogenes. They wiM ni.on ; and we should at 
least he taught onr rudiTnents, before a hard lesson 
is put into our hands. 

Plato, This iiiakes me think again that your 
grammatical knowledge, O Diogenes ! is exten- 
sive. The iiftiiii and only sense of the second 
verse . . 

Diogevvs. What second verse ? Were we talk- 
ing of any such thinj^ ? • 

Plato. Yes, just now. 

Dioneiv s, 1 had forgotten it. 

Plato. How ! forgotten the Margites ! The 
meaning of the words is, 'nor fit for anything else.’ 

Homer in like manner uses ciStuy very frequently, 

1 to indicate mere manual skill. The spirit of 
' inquiry, the we take upcA ourselves 
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with the canine attributef? : wo talk of 
of investigating, of guesting. 

Diogenes, I know the respect thoij bearcat to the 
dogly character, and can attribute to nothing^ else 
the complacency with which thou hast listened to 
me since I released thy cloak. If ever the .^.the- 
nians, in their inconstancy, should issue a decree 
to deprive me of the appellation they have con- 
ferred on me, rise up, 1 pray thee, in my ’defence, 
and protest that 1 have not merited so severe a 
mulct. Something Tdo deserve at thy hands; 
having suppUr.d thee, first with a store of patience, 
when thou wert going without any about thee, 
although it* is the readiest viaticum and the 
heartiest sustenance of human life ; and then with 
weapons from this tub, wherewith to drive the 
importunate cock before thee out of doors again. 

DiogencH Laertius, biographer of the Cynic, is among the 
most inelegant and injudicious writei-u of antiquity ; yet 
his book is highly valuable for the anoctlotes it preserves. 
No philosopher or other man more aboundod in shrewd 
wit than the philosopher of Sinope, who‘<e opinions have 
been somewhat misunderstood, and whoso memory hath 
Buflered much injustice. One Diodes, and afterward 
Eubulidos, mention him (it appears) as having been ex- 
pelled from Sinope for counterfeiting money ; and his 
biographer tolls us that he has recorded it of himself. ITis 
words let! astray these authors. He says that he marked 
false money: for an equivoke waif over the darling of 
Diogenes, and, by the marking of falsi^ money, he means 
only that he exposed tho fallacies of pretemlers to virtue 
and philosophy. Had he been exiled for tho eriine of 
forgery, Alexander <*f Mueedon, wo may w<*U suppose, 
would not have visited liim, would not have desired him j 
to ask any favour ho chose, would not have declared that i 
if he wore not Alexander, ho would fain have been Diogenes, j 
He did nut visit him from an idle curiosity, for ho had,' 
Been him before In his father's camp on his first invasion ! 
of Greece, where he was apprehended asn spy, and, being 
brought before the king, exclaimed, 1 am indeed a spy; 
a spy of tby temerity and cupidity, who liazarde.st on the 


cast of a die thy throne and life.** This is related by Plu- 
tarch in his Ethics. Some men may think forgery no very 
heinous crime, but all must think it an act of dishonesty ; 
and kings (whose moral scale is nowhero an exact one) 
would be likely to hold it in greater reprobation than any 
thing but treason and insurrection. Had the accusation 
been true, or credited, or made at the time, the Athenians 
would not have tolerated bo long his residence among 
them, severe as bo was on their manners, and peculiarly 
contemptuous and conturaeliouB toward the orators and 
philosophers; Plato for instance, and afterwayd De- 
mostlienta Here however we may animadvert on the 
inaccuracy of attributing to him the reply, when some- 
bi)dy asked him what be thought of Socrates as having 
seen him, ‘ that he thoui^ht him a madman* Diogenes 
was but twelve years old at the death of Socrates, and did 
not l«.ivo Sinope till long after. The answer, we may con- 
ceive, originated from the description that Plato in many 
of his dialogues had given of his master. Among the 
faults of Plato he ridiculed his affectation of new words, 
unuecessiiry aud inelcgivnt ; for instance his coinage of 
TfttiTilervis and xvetii-erv): ^ which Plato defraded very 
frigidly, telling him that, although he had eyes to see a 
cup and a table, lie had nut understanding for cuppeity 
and tahleitp ; and it indeed must bean uncommon one. 
Plato himself, the most invidious of the Greek writers, 
says that he was another Socrates, but |>^mad one ; mean- 
ing (no doubt) that he was a Socrates when he spoke 
generally, a mad one when ho spoke of him. Among his 
hearers was Phooiuu ; a fact which alone„would set aside 
the tale of his adversaries, a thousand, times repeated by 
their reader^, about his public indulgence in certain immo- 
ralities wliieli no magistrature would toleratt. *> 

Late in life he was taken by pirates, and sold to Xeniadea 
the Cunnthian, whose clnldren he educated, and who 
deelareil that a goo<^ genius had entered his house in 
Diogenes. Here he died. A contest arose, to whom 
among his intimates and disciples should he allowed the 
di.stinction of supplying tin* expenses ''f hi funeral: nor 
was it settled till tho fathers of his auditors and theleaders 
of the people mot together, and agreed to bury him at tho 
public charge at the gate of the Isthmus: the must ro 
markable Mi>ot in (Jreoci*, by the iissuiiiblage of whose 
bravest inhabitants it was made glorious, and sacred by 
the games in honour of her gods. 
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Newton. I come, sir, before you with fear and 
trembling, at the thoughts of my examination 
to-morrow. If the masters are too hard upon me, 
I shall never take ray degree. How I passed as 
bachelor T can not tell : it must surely have been 
l)y especial indulgence. 

Barrow. My dear Isaac! do not be dispirited, 
'riie less intelligent of the examiners will break 
their beaks against the gravel, in trying to cure 
tho indigestions and heart-burnings your plen- 
teousnesB has given them : the more intelligent 
know your industry, your abilities, and your mo- 
desty : they would favour you, if tb^re were need 
of favour, but you, without compliment, surpass 
them all. 

Newton 0 sir ! forbear, forbear ! I fear I may 
have forgotten a great deal of what you taught me.. 

Barrow. I wonder at that. I am older than 
you by many years; 1 have many occupations 
and distractions ; my memory is by nature less 
retentive ; and yet I have not forgotten anything 
you taught me. 

Newtons Too partial tutor, too benevolent 


friend ! this unmerited praise confounds me. I 
can not calculate the powers of my mind, other- 
wise than by calculating the time 1 require to 
compass anything. < 

Barrow. Quickness is among the least of the 
mind’s properties, and belongs to her in almost 
her lowest state : nay, it doth not abandon her 
when she is driven from her home, when she is 
wandering and insane. The mad often retain it : 
the liar has it, the cheat has it : we find it on 
the race-course* and at the card-table : education 
docs not give it, and reflection takes away from it. 

Newton. I am slow ; and^thcre are many parts 
of ordinary learning yet unattained by me, 

Barrow. I had an uncle, a sportsman, who said 
that the light dog beats over most ground, but 
the heavier finds the covey. 

Newtou.. Oftentimes indeed have I submitted 
to yo(i problems and possibilities . . 

Barrow. And I have made you prove them. 

Newton. You were contented with me; all may 
no^be. 

Barrow, All will not be : many would be mon 
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SO if you could prove nothing. Men, like dogs and 
cats, fawn upon you while you leave them on the 
ground,; if you lift them up they bite and scratch ; 
and if you show them their own features in the 
glass, they would fly at your throat and tear your 
eyes oiit. This between ourselves: for we must 
not indulge in unfavourable views of mankind, 
since by doing it we make bad men believe that 
they are no wprse than others, and we teach the 
good that they are good in vain. Philosophers 
have taken this side of the question to show their 
ingenuity: but sound philosophers are not inge- 
nious. If philosophy can render us no better and 
no happier, away with it ! There arc thingj^that 
can ; and let us take them. 

What dost thou sigh at, Isaac! 

Newton. At my ignorance, in some degree, of 
their writings. 

Barrow. At your ignorance of the ignorant! 
No man ever understood the things that are most 
admired in Plato and Aristoteles. In Plato there 
are incoherencios that fall to pieces at a touch : 
and Aristoteles lost himself in the involutions of 
his own web. What must we think of a philo- 
sopher, who •promised to teach one pupil that 
which he withheld from the rest, although tlicsc 
were niorg Ihmiliar with him, and moi e instructed ! 
And whati must we think of a pupil, who was 
indignant that any others should partake in his 
sentiments and his knowledga! Yet such men 
have guided the scientific, sucJi men have ruled 
the world. • 

Newton. Not such was Bacon. 

Barrow. No indeed. I told you, and I repeat 
it, I think the small volume of Essays in your 
hand, contains more wisdom and more genius 
than we can find in all the philosophers of anti- 
quity; with one exception, Cicero. On which !« 
desired you to peruse it attentively, and to render 
me an account of it according to your opinion. 

NewUm, Sir, I have been induced to believe, 
but rather from th« authority of my elders than 
from my own investigation, that Bacon is the 
more profound of the two, although not the 
igore eloquent. 

Barron:. If Bacon had written as easily and 
harmoniously as Cicero, he would have lost a 
portion of his weight with the generality of the 
learned, who are apt to conceive that in easy 
movement there is a want of solidity and strength. 
We must confess that an quiiy has darkened 
colleges and has distorted criticiren. Very wise 
men, and very wary and inquisitive, walk over 
the earth, and are igfiorant not only what mine- 
rals lie beneath, but what herbs and foliage they 
are treading.’ Some time afterward, and probably 
some distant time, a specimen of ore is extracted 
and exhibited ; then another ; lastly the bearing 
and diameter of the vein are observed and mea- 
sured. Thus it is with wrriters who are to )^ave a 
currency through ages. In the beginning they 
are confounded with most others; soon they 
ihll into some secondary class; next, into one 
rather leas obscure and humble ; by degrees they 


] are ^berated from the dross and lumber that 
I hamper them ; and, being once above the heads 
' of contemporaries, rise slowly and waveringly, 
then* regularly and erectly, then rapidly and 
majestically, till the vision strains and aches as it 
pursues them in their ethereal elevation. 

Neither you nor I have wasted our time in the 
cultivation of poetry ; but each of us hath fre- 
quently tieard it discoursed on by those who have; 
and, if it serves for nothing else, it serves for an 
illustration. In my early days he would have 
been Rcolfcd out of coiinteiiaiicc w1io,^should have 
I compared the Lycidas, or the A llvgro and Feme- 
[ of Mr. John jMiltoii, to the stesling poetry 
(as*it ivas called) of Dr. Johil. Domic : and yet 
much may be said in favour of the younger: 
and there are tho.se, and not (Uily undergraduates, 
hut bachelors and mastiTs, ivho venture even to 
prefer him openly. Who knows but we may see 
! him extolled to the levrl of Lueari and Statius, 
strong as is the flense of the University against 
all sorts of snpplanters ! There are eyes that 
can not bcc print when near tlicm : there are 
men that can not see merit. 

Newton, The Latin secretary may be pardoned 
for many defects in hisiioetry, ;ind even for many 
in his politics, in consideration of the reverence 
he bore towanl the A poralt/pse I i:annot think 
him a very irreligious man, although he docs not 
I attend divine serviee, we are told, so regularly as 
we could have wished. 

1 Barrow, Let us talk no more about him. I 
I opposed his principles : nevertheless he may have 
j acted conscientiously : and oven hi.s princiidea are 
I now coming again into fashion, and among the 
^ .sous of those very cavaliers who would have 
hanged him. Perhaps the most dangerous of his 
1 doetrine.s, the lawfulness of setting aside God’s 
I anointed for miscifiiduct, may soon be the loading 
I one ill the front of our Constitution. Well! we 
I arc not met for politics ; only it would be salutary 
j to consider, if God’s anointed wdll not be set 
I aside, wdiat must be done: how a^ohl the 'om- 
mission of a diabolical act. 

Newton. Could w^e rightly Uiidersiand the 
Revelations, T question not but eveiy difficulty of 
this nature would be solved. 

Barrow. May-be : lot us trust in God. 

Newton. We must liav- e-atain data, for every- 
thing upon which we reas • : the greater part 
of reasoners begin without them. 

Barrow. I wish the event may answer your 
expectations ; that the Apocalypse, .the Argo- 
nautic Expedition, and the Siege of Troy, form 
the tridfint which is to push away our difficulties 
in navigating through all the rocks and shoals 
of time ; all those of 4ipligioii, and all t^o.sc of his- 
tory. Happen what may, I doubt nothing of your 
surpassing the foremost of your competitors; of 
your very soon obtaining a name in the Univer- 
sity, little below Doctor Spry’s of Caius, Doctor 
Brockhouse’s of St. John’s, Doctor Cockburn’s of 
Emanuel, Doctor Turnbull’s of Peter-house, or 
Doctor Cruikshank’s of Bennet ; nay, a ^ame which. 
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within ft few years^ may reach even to Leyden and 
Paris, as that of a most studious young man, dis- 
tlnguished alike for application and inventioi}. 

Nevoton, Although I could not in conscience 
disclaim the small merit there may be in applica- 
tion, since I owe it to the encouragement xsf my 
tutor, I surely have no right or title to invention. 

Barrow. You have already given proofs of it 
beyond any man I know. Your qucstionSi lead to 
great discoveries : whether it please God that you 
hereafter make J-hem, or some one following you, I 
is yet uncert^n. We are silly enough to believe j 
that the quality of invention, as applied to lilo- j 
rature, lies ' in poetry and romance, mostly^ or ! 
altogether. I dare to speculate on discoveries in , 
the subjects of your studies, every one far greater, j 
every one far more wonderful, than all <.hat lie 
within the range ’ of fiction. In our days the 
historian is the only inventor : and it is ludicrous 
to see how' busily and lustily he heals about, with 
his string and muzzle upon him. I wish we 
could drag him for a moment into philosophical 
life : it w'ould be still more amusing to look at him, 
as he runs over this loftier and dryer ground, 
throwing up his nose and whimpering at the 
prickles he must pass through. 

Pew men are (contented with what is strictly 
true concerning the occurrences of the w'orld : it 
neither heats nor soothes. The body itself, wheh 
it is in perfect health, is averse to a state of rest. 
We wish our pn'jiidices to be supported, our 
animosities to be increased, as those who are 
inflamed by liquor w'ould add materials to the 
inflammation. 

Kewton. The simple verities, important per- 
haps in their consequences, which I am exploring, 
not only abstract mo from the daily business of 
society, but exempt me from the hatred and per- 
secution to which every other kind of study is 
exposed. In ]»octry a good pastoral would raise 
against one as veheincnt enemies as a good sjitire. 
A great poet in our country, like the great giant 
in Sicily, can never move without sh.aking the 
wliolc island ; while the mathematician aiul astro- 
nomer may pursue their occupations, and rarely 
be hissed or pelted from below. You spoke of 
historians : it would ill become a person of my 
small experience to discourse on them after you. ' 

Burrotr. Let me hear, however, what you have j 
to say, since at least it wdll be dispassionate. 

NvwUm. Those wdio tio\v WTite history do cer- 
tainly Avritc it to gratify a party, and to obtain 
notoriety and money. The materials lie in the j 
cabinet of tl.e statesman, whose actions and their I 
consequences are to be recorded; If you censure j 
them, you arc called ungrateful for the facilities ! 
he has afforded you ; and iftyou commend them, j 
venal. No man, both judicious and honest, will 
subject himself to cither imputation. 

Barrow. Not only at the present day, but | 
always, the indulgence of animosity, the love of ! 
gain, and the desire of favour, have been the in- j 
dneements of an author to publish in his lifetime ; 
the history af his contemporaries. But there have | 


been, and let us hope there may be, judlcdousand 
virtuous men, so inflamed by the glory of their 
country in their days, that, leaving all passions 
and prejudices, they follow this sole guide, and 
are crowned by universal consent for comniexno- 
rating her recent exploits. 

Newton. Here are reasons enough for me rather 
to apply my mind as you direct it, than to the 
examination of facts which never can be collected 
by one person ; or to poetry, for which I have no 
call ; or to the composition of essays, such as those 
of Montaigne and Bacon ; or dialogues, such as 
those* of Cicero and Plato, and, nearer our times, 
of Eilismus and Galileo. You had furnished me 
before wdth arguments in abundance ; convincing 
me that, even if I could write as w^ell a« they did, 

, the reward of my labours would be dilatory and 
posthumous. 

Barroio. I should entertain a mean opinion of 
myself, if all men or the most-part praised and 
admired me : it would prove me to be sbmewhat 
like them. Sad and sorrowful is Vt to stand near 
enough to people for them to see us wholly ; for 
them to come up to us and walk round us leisurely 
and idly, and pat us when they are tired and 
going off. That lesson wdiich a dunce can Icdm 
at a glance, and likes mightily, mfisf dontain 
little, and not good. Unless it can be jfll’ovcd that 
the majority arc not dunces, are not wilful, pre- 
sumptuous, and pibcipitate, it is a folly to care for 
popularity. There are indeed those who must 
found their fortunes upon it ; but not with books 
in their hands. After the first start, after a stand 
among the booths and gauds and prostitutes of 
party, how^ fcAv have lived contentedly, or died 
calmly! One hath fallen tlie moment when he 
had reached the last step of the ladder, having 
undersawed it for him who went before, and for- 
gotten that knavish act: another hath wasted 
away more slowly, in the fever of a life externally 
sedentary, intenially distracted : a third, unable 
I to fulfill the treason he had stipulated, and haunted 
i by the terrors of detection, snaps the tfiread under 
I the shears of the Fates, and makes even those 
who frequented him believe in Providence. * 

Isaac ! Isaac ! the climbing plants are slender 
ones. Men of genius have sometimes been forced 
away from the service of .society into the service 
of princes ; hut they have soon been driven out, 
or have retired. When shall we see again, in the 
administration of anypountry, so accomplished a 
creature as WcLtworth,* the favourite of Oharlesl 
Only light men recover false ^steps ; liis greatness 
crushed him. Aptitude for serving princes is no 
proof or signification of genius, nor indeed of any 
elevated or extensive knowle<lge. The interesta 
of many require a multiplicity of talents to com- 
prehend and accomplish them. Mazarin and 
Richelieu were as little able ad they were litUa 

Ho far excelled in energy an<l capacity the Othar 
councillors of Charles ; but there was soaroely a ortteller 
or (with the exception of his master) a more perfldiOOl 
man «n either side. Added to which, he waS wantonly 
oppressive, and sordidly avarioiotts. 
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dhposad to promote the well-being of the commu- 
nity ; both of them had keen eyes, and kept them 
on one object, aggrandisement. We find the 
most trivial men in the streets pursuing an object 
through as many intricacies, and attaining it; 
and the schemes of children, though sooner drop- 
ped, are frequently as ingenious and judicious. 
No person can see more clearly than you do, the 
mortifications to which the ambitious are subject : 
but some may fall into the snares of anuution 
whose nature was ever averse to it, and whose 
wisdom would almost reach anything, and only 
seems too lofty to serve them watchfully as a 
guard. It may thus happen to such as have fieen 
accustomed to study and retirement, and Ml 
unexpectedly on the political world by means of 
recommendations. There are those, I doubt not, 
who would gladly raise their name and authority 
^ in the state, by pushing you forward, as the phrase 
is, into parliament. They seize any young man 
who has gained some credit at college, no matter 
for what, whethar for writing an epigram or con- 
struing a passage in Lyc^hron ; and, if he suc- 
ceeds to power^ they and their family divide the 
patronage. The ambitious heart is liable to burst 
in fhe emptiness of its elevation : let yours, which 
is soundef, lie lower and quieter. Think how 
much grealer is the glory you may acquire by 
opening new paths to science, than by widening 
old ones to corruption. I woufd not whisper a 
syllable in the ear of Faction : but the words of 
the intelligenl, in certain times and on certain 
occasions, do not vary with parties and systems. 
The royalist and republican meet ; the difference 
lies merely in the intent, the direction, and the 
application. Do not leave the wise for the un- 
wise, the lofty for the low, the retirement of a 
college for the turbulence of a House of Com- 
mons. Rise, but let no man lift you : leave that 
to the little and to the weak. Think within 
yourself, I will not say how impure are the sources 
of election to our Parliament,. but how inconsider- 
able a distinction is conferred on the representa- 
tive, even where it is not an individual who 
nSminates, or only a few w ho appoint him, but 
where several hundreds are the voters. For who 
are they, and who direct them 1 The roughest 
boar-guard, the most ferocious bull-baiter, the 
most impudent lawyer, the tinker that sings 
loudest, and the parson that sits latest at the ale- 
house, hitting them all by jus with his tobiicco- 
pfpe, calling them all sad dogs, ant swearing till 
he Mis asleep he will^hear no more filthy toasts. 
Show me the borough where such people as these 
are not the most efiicient in returning a candidate 
to parliament; and then tell me which of them 
is fit to be the associate . . it would be too 
ludicrous to say the patron . . of a Euclid or an 
Archimedes? My dear Newton! the best thing 
is to stand above the world ; the next is, to iftand 
apart from it on any side. You 7way attain the 
first : in trying to attain it, you are certain of the 
second. • 

Nevjtan, 1 am not likely to bo noticed by the 


great, nor favoured by the popular. 1 have no 
time for visiting : I detest -the strife of tongues ; 
all ntuses discompose me. 

Barrow, We will then lay aside the supposition. 
The haven of philojophy itself is not free at all 
seasoiic) from its gusts and swells. Let me admo- 
nish you to conMe your secrets to few : I mean 
the secrejs of science. In every great mind there 
are some : every deep inquirer hath discovered 
more than he thought it prudent to avow, as 
almost every shallow one throws ©ut more than 
j he hath well discovered. Among '^ur learned 
I friends we may be fully and unreservedly philo- 
! sophical : in the company of ethers w*e must re- 
member, first and chiefly, that discretion is a 
part of philosophy ; and we must let out only 
I some glimpses of the remainder. 

Netvton, Surely no ham can befall us from 
following a chain of demonstrations in geometry, 
or any branch of the mathematics. 

Barrow. Let us hope there may be none: 
nevertheless w^c can not but recollect how lately 
Galileo w^as persecuted and impi-isoncd for his 
discoveries. 

Newton. He lived under a popish govern- 
ment. 

Barrotr. My friend ! my friend ! all the most 
eminently scientific, all the most eminently bravo 
and daring in the exercise of their intellects, live, 
and have ever lived, under a popish government. 
There are popes in all creeds, in all countries, in 
all ages. Political power is jealous of intellectual ; 
often lest it expose and mar its plans and pro- 
jects, and oftener lest it attract an equal share of 
celebrity and distinction. Whenever the literary 
man is protected by the political, the incitement 
to it is the pride of patronage, not the advance- 
ment of letters, npr the honour they confer on 
the cultivator or the country. 

NeiHon. That is rational in England which 
beyond the Alps is monstrous. By God s blessing, 
I firmly believe in the Holy J^cripturei^ , yet, ur der 
your discretion and guidance, I wonhl he informed 
if the sun’s rays in Syria could be rI/mvc the 
horizon for tw^enty-iour hours, without a material 
alteration, without an utter derangement, of our 
whole mundane system.^ 

Barrow. Reserve that qn*: ^ion for a future 
time and a wiser teacher. At present 1 would 
only remark to you, that our mundane system 
haa been materially altered ; and that its altera- 
tions may have been attributed t/O other causes 
than the true, and laid downi by different nations 
as having tak3h place at different epochs and on 

♦ Newton wnH timid and reserved In expreKsiiu; li;« 
opinions, and wto' moro^if tiiodox (in tlie Aiij^lioan si-nne 
of orthodoxy) early in life than later. What lie thought 
Ht last is not clear ; and perhaps it was well fta- him that 
it w;is no clearer. Under his eyes, in the reign of AN'illiaiu 
111.^ a youth of eighteen was punished with «leath for 
expressing such opinions as our phllobopher hinted to J.rf» 
Clerc. 

To remove and consume the gallows on which such men 
are liable to suffer, Is among the principal aims and in- 
tents of these writing**. ^ 
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different occasionsi sometimes to gratify Taluations, imaginations as one wonJd, and the 

pride, sometimes to conceal their igiMiiaiioe. like, but it would leave the minds of a number oi 

J^ewton, I am not quite aatishcd. t, men poor shrunken things, full of melancholy and 

Batrw). Those who are quite satisfied, sit still indisposition, arid uwphasvng to ihemaehu* 
and do nothing : those who are not quite satisfied, One might well imagine,” said he, ^'unpleaaing 
are the sole benefactors of thS world. C to themselves, if fiill of melancholy and indispo- 
And are driven out of it for their pains, sition. But how much of truth and^j^dqm ia 
. Barrow. Men seldom have loved thein teachers, compressed in these few sentenc^o 1 not you 
Nvwton. How happens it then that you are wonder tha* " napaOle of all this, should 
loved so generally 1 for who is there, capab^ naewige be capable of such foolery as the fob 

instruction, that you have not taught » j v xu r r xu 

sinijo I hav. been at the university, I heard ^ ^ First he breathed light upon the &oe of the 

of any one being your enemy wh^^ not a Cal- matter, or chaos ; then he breathed light into the 

vinist • a sect wherein and g;mcc- faccf'of man ; and still he hreatheth andinapireBh 

fully-minded men ar- '^canty. light into the face of his chosen.' ” 

Barrow. Do attribute the failing to the I looked with wonder at him, knowing his 
sect whic’^ many strong texts of Scripture | seriousness and gravity, his habits and powers of 
iL support; but rather think tliat the doctrines j ratiocination, and his blameless life. But perhaps 
<tre such as are most consentaneous to the nialig- T owe to his question the intensity and sedulity 
iiant and morose. There arc acrid plants that with which I have examined every page of Bacon, 
attract as many insects as the sweeter, hut insects j lie called the words I have quot^,‘dull and 
of another kind. All suhstances have their com- 1 colourless bombast ; he declared them idle in 
inodities, all opinions their partisans. I have been | allusion, and false, and impious. I was appalled, 
happy in my pupils ; but in none of them have 1 1 He added, ** I do not know, Mr. Newton, whether 
observed such a spirit of investigation as in you. you have brothers ; if you have, Vnat would you 
Ivccf) it, however, within the precincts of expo- ; think of your father, when he gave a cherry to 
rimental and sure philosophy, which are spacious ■ one, a whipping to a second, and bunft^hef fingers . 
enough for the excursions of the mo.st vigorous , of a third against the bars of his kitfthen grate ; 
mind, and varied enough for the most inconstant I and vouchsafed no better reason for it, than that 
and flighty. Never hate, never dislike men, for | ho had resolved tb do so the very night he begot 
difference of religion. Some receive baleful im- j them i Election in such a case is partiality ; 
pressions in it more easily than others, as they do jjartiality is injustice. Is God ui^judo] ” 
diseases. We do not hate a child for catcliing 1 could have answered him, by God's help, if 
the small-pox, but pity its sores and blemishes, he had given me time ; hut he wont on, and said, 
Let the Calvinist hate us : ho represents his God Bacon had much sagacity, but no sincerity ; 
as a hater, he represents him as capricious. I much force, but no fiimness. It is painful to 
wish he would love us, even from caprice ; hut he j discover in him the reviler of Baleigh, the last 
seems to consider this part of ,t,he divine nature as^l relic of heroism in the dastardly court of James : 
a weakness. j it is horrible to hear him, upon another occasion. 

Come ; unroll your paper ; let me hear what j the apologist of a patron’s disgrace and death : 
you have to say on Bacon’s Essays ; a volume 1 1 the patron’s whose friendly hand had raised him 

place in the hand of those only who appear to to the first steps of the highest station.” 

me destined to be groat. • “ Sir,” answered I, his political cpnduct is not 

Newton. He says in his Preface, the question before us.” 

‘‘I do now publish my Essays, which of all my ! '*It may, however,” said he, '' enlighten us in 
otJwr works have been most current.” I regard to his candour, and induce us to ask our- 

How can the very thing of which you are speak- 1 selves whether, in matters of religion, he delivered 
mg hQ anoitwr ? his thoughts exactly, and whether he may not 

Barrow. This is a chasm in logic, into which have conformed his expression of them to the 

many have fallen. opinions of his master.” 

Newton. I had scarcely begun the first Essay, Barrow. I hope ,vou dropped the discussion 
when an elderly gentleman of another college after this. 

came into the room, took up the book, and read Neioton. No ; I cried resolutely, “Sir, when I 
aloud, ^ am better prepared for it, i may have something 

' This same truth is a naked and open daylight, to say with you on your irreverent expressions.” 
that doth not show the masks, and mummeries. Barrow. Mr. Newton, do not he ruffled. Baeon 
and triumphs of the wofld half so stately and spoke figuratively; so did Moses, to whom the 
daintily as candle-lights. Truth may, perhaps, j allusion was made. Let the matter rest, my dear 
come to the price of a pearl, that showeth best by j friend. 

day, but It will not rise to the price of a diamond Nkiwton. 1 told him plainly he was unfflir ; he 
or carbuncle, that showeth best in varied lights, was no friend to Bacon. He smiled at me and 
A mixture of a lie doth ever add pleasure. Doth continued, “ My good Newton, 1 am as ready to 
any man doubt that, if there were taken out of bejbold when 1 am unfair as you are to have your 
men’s mifids vain opinions, flattering hopes, false I watch set right when it goes amiss. Ton say I 
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im no friond to Bacon ; and in truth, after the 
experience he left us in the Earl of Essex, he is 
not precUely the man to place one’s friendship on. 
Yet surely no folly is, greater than hatred of those 
ire never saw, and from whom we can have re- 
ceived no iiyury. Often do I wonder when I hear 
violen| declamations a^inst theories and opi- 
nions; which declamations I think are as ill- 
directed as they would be against currents of air 
or water-courses. We may keep out of theit way 
if we will. I estimate the genius of Bacon as 
highly as perhaps you do, and in this Essay I find 
a single sentence which I would rather have writ- 
ten than all the volumes of all the Greek pMlo- 
Bophers : let me read it. ' Certainly, it is heaven 
upon earth to have a man’s mind move In charity, 
rest in providence, and turn upon the poles of 
truth.’ ”• 

Barrov). Magnificent as Shukspcarc. 

* Newton, He who wrote tragedies] 

Barrovif The same : I have lately been reading 
them. • 

Neu^ton. Sir, should you have marked the 
truths he demonstrated, if any, 1 shall think it 
no loss of time* to run over them, at my leisure. 

^ I htvc now a question to ask you on tlio third of 
these E^|».* We find in it that “ Quarrels and 
divisions alfhut religion were evils unknown to the 
heathen : the reason was, because the religion of 
the heathen consisted rather in fites and ceremo- 
nies than in any constant belief.” This is no 
truer of the did Paganism than of the later in 
the same country, which however bums men alive 
for slight divergencies. 

** You may imagine,” says Bacon, what kind 
of faith theirs was, when the chief doctors and 
fathers of their church were the poets.” 

I read this loudly and triumphantly to my 
friend, who paused and smiled, and then asked 
me complacently, whether it were better to im- 
prison, burn, and torture, or to send away the 
audience in good hfimour an^ good fellowship ; 
and whether } should prefer the conversation and 
conviction of Doctor Bonner and Doctor Gardiner 
to^those of Doctor Tibullus and Doctor Ovid. I 
thought the question too flippant for an answer, 
which indeed was not quite at hand. He pro- 
ceeded : ** * God has this attribute, that he is 
a jealous God, and therefore his worship and 
religion will endure no mixture.’ His jealousy 
must be touched to the qu'^i£,” said my friend; 

for every century there comes forth some new 
pretender, with his s(^t behind him in the dark 
passages : and his spouse was hardly at her own 
door after the nuptials, ere she cried out and 
shrieked against the filthiness of an intruder.” 

I was lifting up my eyes and preparing an 
ejaculation, when ho interrupted me, and con- 
tinued. is certain that heresies and schisms 
are of aU others the greatest scandals ; yea, more 
than corruption of manners : for, as in the natural 
body a wound, or solution of continuity, is worse 
than a irrupt humour’ . . ” • 

Her# he hud down the volume, and said, 


will aSc the professor of surgery whether a cut in 
the finger is worse than a scrofula : I will then 
go to^the profqpsor of divinity, and ask him, 
whether the best Christian in Cambridge ought 
to be hanged to-morrow morning.” 

1 stared at him : whereupon he declared tliat 
every dmrch on earth is heretical and schismati- 
cal, if the word of Christ is the foundation of the 
true ; and* that the fellow who was hanged last 
week for corruption q/'TTiawncr# had, according to 
the decision of Bacon, more chri^ianity in him 
than all the heads of colleges. “ Wh^j> he would 
follow theologians,” said my friend, “ he falls into 
gross absurdities : he corrects ^himself, or only 
trips harmlessly, when he walks alone.” 

I myself was obliged to agree with my dis- 
putant, in censuring an exception. Speaking of 
sanguinary persecutions to force consciences, the 
author blames them, ‘^except it be in cases of 
overt scandal, Uasphemy, &c.” Now who shall 
decide what is overt scandal, or what is blas- 
phemy ? That which is prodigiously so in one 
age and one country, is not at all in another. 
Such exceptions are the most pernicious things a 
great author can sanction. 

Barrow. I side with you. We come now, I 
perceive, to the Essay On Revenge. 

Newton. There is no man doth a wrong for 
the WTong’s sake, but thereby to purchase liinisclf 
profit, or pleasure, or honour, or the like : there- 
fore why shoulU I be angry with a man for loving 
himself better than me ]” 

If this be an excuse, why send a rogue to 
prison] All the crimes that men commit, are 
committed because they love themselves better 
than others ; and it is the direction and extent of 
this loving, to the detriment o'f others, that con- 
•titutes the magnitude of the crime. Cruelty is 
the highest pleasure to the cruel man : it is his 
love. Murder may ensue : and shall we not be 
I angry with him for loving himself better than the 
murdered] 

On Simulation and Dissimulation, we are 
told, The best composition and ttinpcniture 
is, to have a power to feign, if there be no 
remedy.” 

harrow. In other words, to lie whenever we find 
it convenient. The two last decisie ns you have 
I reported from him, as lil t!-*- become the chancellor 
as the philosopher ; as little the philosopher as 
the citizen. Why will you not read on ] 

Newton. I am afraid to mention the remark 
of my visitor on a sentence in the Essay Upon 
Goodness. • 

Barroic. Fear not : what is it? 

Newton. " The desire of knowledge in excess 
caused man to fall.” ^ * 

Bat row. This is a sin the most rarely of all 
committed in our days. If the earth is to be 
destroyed by fire, the bottom of a rush-chair will 
serve to consume all who are guilty of it; and 
what falls from heaven may fall upon other 
offenders. 

Newton. "Do you believe,” said my friend. 
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that God punished men for wishing to be wiser 1 1 Barrov}. Very exodlent I wish^ b<^>re he caal 
for wis^g to follow him and to learn his plea- his invectives against Raleigh^ he had reSeoted 
flurel for wishing that acquisition by , which more on a doctrine in the next page. ‘' l^iOae 
beneficence and charity may be the most lumi- that have joined with their honodr great travels^ 
nously and extensively displayed! No, Newton, ! cares, or perils, are leas subject to envy ; for xnea 
no. The Jews, who invented this stor^ were j think that they earn their honours hardly^ and 
envious of the scientific, for they were ignorant of i pity them sometimes: and pity over healeth anvy." 
the sciences. Astronomy, among the rest, was ! I am afraid it will be found on examinatioil^ that 
odious to them : and hence the falsies stuck : Bacon in his morality was too like Seneca ; not 
against the Tower of Babel, the observatory of a indeed wallowing in wealth and vice and cxying 
better and a ^scr people, their enemy, their con- out against them, but hard-hearted and hypo- 
queror. Tz-ke care, or you may be hanged for ' critical ; and I know not with what eountenanoe 
shooting at the stars. If those fictions are believed ; he could have said, ** By indignities men come to 
and acted bn, you^^must conceal your telescope and | dignities.” 

burn your observations.” I have remarked with most satisfoo* 

On my representing to him the effects of ; tion those sentences in which he appears to have 
Divine Justice, in casting down to earth the ; forgotten both the age and station wherein he 
monument of human pride, he said, The Obser- 1 lived, and to have equally overlooked the basq 
vatory of Babylon was constructed of unbaked ■ and summit of our ruder institutions. '' Power 
bricks, and upon an alluvial soil. Look at the : to do good,” says he, as Euripides*^ or Phocion' 
Tower of Pisa : look at every tower and steeple | might have said, and Pericles might liave acted 
in that city : you will find that they all lean, and i on it, '' is the tune and lawful <fnd of aspiriiig ; 
all in one direction, that is, toward the river, j for good thoughts (though God accept them) yet 
Some have fallen ; many vnll fall. God would : towards men are little better than good dreams^ 
not have been so angry with the Tower of Babel, j except they bo put in act ; and that caji not be 
if it had been built of Portland stone a few weeks’ j without power and place, as the vantage <and 
journey to the westward, and you had been as ! commanding ground.” & * 

importunate as the Babylonians were, in their j And again, Reduce things to tlfe first insti- 
attempts at paying him a visit.” I tution, and observe wherein and how they have 

lie expressed his wonder that Bacon, in the ! degenerated I BVityetask counsel of both times; 
reign of James, should have written, “ A king is . ()f the andenkr time wluU i^Jbesi, and of the latter 
the servant of his pcoj)le, or else he were without j time what is fittest.” 

a calling*' In other words, whenever he ceases Barrow. He spoke unadvisedly : for, true as 
to be the servant of the peo2>lef he forfeits his these sentences are, they would lead toward re- 
right to the throne. publicanism, if men minded them. Of this how- 

Barrow, Truth sometimes comes unaware upon ever there is as little danger as that the ser- 
Caution, and sometimes speaks in public as vanls of kings should follow the advice he gives 
unconsciously as in a dream. ‘ afterward. 

Newton. Sir, although you desired me rather " Embrace and invite helps and advices, touch- 
to investigate and note the imperfections of my ing the execution of thy place ; and do not drive 
author, than w'hat is excellent in him, as you away such as bring thee information, as meddlers, 
would rather the opaquer parts of the sun, than i but accept of them in good ^rt.” 
what is manifest of his glory to the lowest and j Newton. On Seditions, he says the matter is of 
most insensible, yet, from the study of your writ- j " two kinds ; much poverty and much discon- 
ings, and from the traces of your hand in others, ! tentment.” It appears to me that here is only one 
1 am sometimes led to notice the beauties of bis j kind : for much discontentment may spring, and 
i-i ylc. It requires the greatest strength to support j usually docs, from much poverty, 
such a Aveight of richness as we sometimes find in j Bart'ow. Certainly. He should not have placed 
him. q^ie florid grows vapid where the room is cause and effect as two causes. You must how- 
md capacious, and where perpetual freshness of j ever have remarked his wonderful sagacity in this 
thought does not animate and sustain it. Un- brief essay, which I, hesitate not to declare the 
hap})ily. it seems to have been taken up mostly finest piece d*' workmanship that ever was coin- 
by siu'h w-riters as have least invention. posed on any part of government. Take Aria- 

Barroir. Jk‘acl to me the sentence or the para- toteles and Machiavelli, and compare the beet 
graph that pleases you. sections of their works to this, and then you will 

Newton. ’Tis On Envy. be able, in some degree, to calculate the superiorif^ 

** Lastty, near kinsfolk?.** and fellows in office, of genius in Bacon, 
and those that have \)ccn bred logcther, are more Newton. I have not analysed the political 
apt to envy their equals when they are raised ; for works of Aristotclos ; but I &id in Machiavelli 
It doth upbraid unto them their owm fortunes, and | many common thoughts, among many ingenious^ 
pointeth at them, and cometh oftener into their | many just, many questionable, and many folse 
remembrance, and incurreth likewise more into ' ones. 

the nof.e of others ; and envy evt-r redoublcth from i farrow. What are you turning over! Do not 
.speech iiiT/i. fame.” ! let me lose aiiything you have remarked.^' 



BABBOW AND NBWTON. ,417 


"Money/ ss^ys xpy lord, "ie liko mnck; 
not good except it he ^prea4/ I axn afraid thiB 
tmth would subvert, in the inind of a reflecting 
man, all that hag been urged by the learned author 
on the advantages of nobiUty, and even of royalty : 
for which reason I dare not examine it : only let 
me, sir, doubt before you, whether " this is to be 
done by suppressing, or at the least keeping a 
strait hand upon, the devouring trades of usury, 
engrossing^ great pasturages, and tJie like.*** 

JBcarraw, I wish he never had used, which he 
often does, those silly words, and the like. 

Newton. Qreat pasturages are not trades; and 
they must operate in a way directly opposite to 
the one designated. 

Barrow. 1 know not whether a manifest fault 
in reasoning be not sometimes more acceptable 
tl^n stale and worm-eaten and weightless truths. 
Heaps of these are to be found in almost every 
♦ modern writer: Bacon has fewer of them than any. 

Nicholas Machiavclli is usually mentioned as 
the deepest and ^utest of the Italians : a people 
whose gi'ave maoxier often makes one imagine 
there is more to be found in them than they pos- 
sess. Take down that volume : road the examples 
I hgve transcribed at the end. 

"Tholo|S»of every devotion and every religion 
draws afterdt infinite inconveniences and infinite 
disorders.” 

Inconveniences and disorders would follow, sure 
enough : the losses, being negatiees, draw nothing. 

" In a well-ionstitutcd government, wsx, peace, 
and amity, should be deliberated on, not for the 
gratification of a few, but for the common good. 

" That war is just which is necessary. 

"It is a cruel, inhuman, and impious thing, 
even in war, stuprare le donue, viziare le vnr- 
gini, &c. 

" Fraud is detestable in everything.” 

Those most obvious truths come forward as if 
he had now discovered them for the first time. 
He tells us also that "A prince ought to take' 
care that the people are not without food.” llo 
says with equkl gravity that “ Fraud is detestable 
in^veiything and that " A minister ought to he 
averse from public rapine, and should augment 
the public weal.” 

It would be an easy matter to fill many pages 
with .flat and unprofitable sentences. I had only 
this blank one for it ; and there, are many yet, the 
places of which are marked, \>itli only the first 
wpjrds. Do not lose your time ii^ looking for 
thw: we must not judge of him from these 
Ji^ects. • , 

Newton. Whenever I have heard him praised, it 
was for vigour of thought, 

Barrow. He is strongest where ho is most per- 
verse. There are men who never show their 
muscles but when they have tho cramp. 

NewUm. Consistency and firmness are not^the ^ 
sharacteristiGS of the Florentines, nor ever were. ' 
Macdiiavelli wished at one time to satisfy the man | 
of probity, at another to conciliate the rogue and 
robber ; at one time to stand on the alert for tSe 


rotuf^ of liberty, at another to sit in the portico 
of the palace, and trim the new lively of nascent 
princes. If we^ consider him as a writer, ho was 
the aJutest that had appeared since the revival of 
letters. None had reasoned so profoundly on the 
political interests of society, or had written so 
clearly or so boldly. 

Barrow. Nevertheless, the paper of a boy’s 
cracker, v^hen he has let it ofl*, would be ill-used by 
writing such stufl* upon it as that which you have 
been reading. The great merit of Machiavelli, in 
style, is the avoiding of superlatives* e can with 
difficulty find an Italian prose-writer who is not 
weak and inflated by tho continual uset>f them, to 
give liim pomp and energy, as lie imagines. 

Newton. Davila too is an exception. 

Barrow. The little elegance there is among the 
Italians, is in their historians and poets : the 
preachers, the theologians, the ethic writers, the 
critics, are contemptible in the last degree. Well; 
we will now leave tho Issiini nation, and turn 
homeward. 

You will find that Bacon, like all men conscious 
of their strength, never strains or oversteps. 
While the Italians are the same in the church 
and in the market-plaec, while t,ho preacher 
and policincllo arc speaking in the same key a:id 
employing almost the same language, whfle a 
man’s God and his rotten tooth arc treated in tlio 
same manner, we find at Iwrno convenience and 
proportion. Yet the French have taken more 
pains than we have done to give their language 
an edge and polish ; and, although we have minds 
in England more massy and more elevated than 
theirs, they may claim a nearer' affinity to the 
greater of the ancients. 

J have booh the less unwilling to make this 
digression, as wc are now come nigh the place 
where wo must be* slow and circumspect. The 
subject awes and confounds me.. Human reason 
is a frail guide in our disquisitions on royalty, 
which requires in us some virtue like unto faith. 
We can not see into it clearly v\dth the eyes of ihe 
flesh or of philosophy, but must uumblo and 
abase ourselves to be worthy of feeling w hat it is. 
For w^ant whereof, many high and proud spirits 
have been turned aside from it, by the right hand 
of God, who would not lead them into its lights 
and enjoyments, because !,! came as questioners 
not as seekers, would have walked when they^ 
should have stood, tind would have stood when 
they should have knelt. 

Nexvton. Sir, 1 do not know whether you will 
condescend to Ivitcu with patience to tho thoughts 
excited in me by Bacon’s observations on the 
character of a king. 

Barrow. He Ehockoi^ine by what he sjyd before 
on the fragility of his title: God forbid that 
common men should talk like the Lord High 
Chancellor ! 

Newton. I was shocked in a contrary direction, 
and, as it were, by a repercussion, at licaring him 
call a king a mortal Ood on earth: and I do not 
find anywhere in the Scriptures, that " iho living 
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Qod told him he should die, like a man, lest he presents 1 Nothing can he more pedantio thiMi 
he should be proud, and alter himseU that God the whole of the sixteenth section.*’ 
had, with his name, imparted unto him his^nature Barrow. But there are sound truths in it, and 
also.** advice too good to be taken every day. 


Surely, sir, God would repent as heartily of 
having made a king, as we know he repented of 
having made a man, if it were possible his king 
should have turned out so silly and irrational a 
creature. However vain and foolish, he must find 
about him, every day, such natural wants and j 
desires as could not appertain to a God. I made 
the same f jimark to my visitor, who said calmly, 
“ Bacon in the next sentence hath a saving grace ; 
and speaketh as^wiscly and pointedly as ever he 
did. He says, * Of all kind of men, God is the 
least beholden to them ; for he doth most for 
them, and they do ordinarily least for him.’ A 
sentence not very favourable to their admission 
as pastors of the people, and somewhat strong 
against them as visible heads of the Church. 
But, Mr. Newton, you will detect at once a defi- 
ciency of logic in the words, ‘ That king that 
liolds not religion the best reason of state, is void 
o1 all piety and justice, the supporters of a 
king.’ Supposing a king soundly minded and well 
educated . . a broad supposition, and not easily 
entering our preliminaries . , may not he be just, 
be pious, be religious, without holding his religion 
as the best reason of state, or the best, guide in 
it. 1 Must he be void of all piety, and all justicte, 
who sometimes thinks other reasons of state more 
applicable to his purposes than religion ? Psalms 
and sack-cloth are admirable things ; but these, 
the last expedients of the mo.st contrite religion, 
will not always keej) an enemy from biiriiing your 
towns and violating your women, when a few 
pieces of cannon, and loftiness of spirit instead 
of humiliation, will do it.” ^ 

Ho went on, and asscrt.cd that the king is not 
the sole fountain of honour, as he is called in the 
Kssay, and cannot he more fairly entitled so, than 
the doctors in Convocation. He remarked that 
the king had not made him master of arts ; which 
dignity, he said, requires more merit than the 
peerage ; whereupon he named several in that 
tu'der, of whose learning or virtues I never heard 
mention, and even of whose titles I thought I 
never had, until he assured me 1 must, and ex- 
pressed his wonder that I had forgotten them. 

. When he came to the eighth section, 'he is the 
life of the law,’ "the law leads a notoriously bad 
life,” said he, " and therefore I would exempt his 
Majesty from the imputation : and indeed if ' he 
animatelh the dead letter, making'it active toward 
all his subjects,’ the parliament and other magis- 
tratures are useless. In the ninth paragraph he 
makes some accurate d*J8ervation8, but ends 
weakly. ' He that changeth the fundamental laws 
of a kingdom, t.hinketh there is no good title to 
a crown but by conquest.’ What ! if he changes 
them from the despotic to the liberal 1 if, know- 
ing the first possession to have been obtained by 
conquest, he convokes the diflerent orders of his 
people, aifid requests their assent to the statutes 


Newton. OnNohUity. 

" A great and potent nobility . . . putteth life 
and spirit into the people, but presaeth their 
\fortune.*' 

I " The man must have turned fool,*’ said my 
frienh, " to write thus. Are life and spirit put 
into people by the same means as their fortune is 
depressed 1 ” 

OnAtheiem. 

' The fool hath said in his heart there is no 
God.’ It is not said, ' the fool hath themght in his 
heart.’ ” 

No, nor is it necessary ; for, to say in hie 
heart, is to think within himself, to be iiiUmatdy 
conmneed. 

" It appeareth in nothing more, that atheism is 
rather in the lip than in the heart of Inan, than 
by this, that atheists will ever bo talking of that 
their opinion, as if they fainted in it within them- 
selves, and would be glad to be strengthened by 
the consent of others : nay more,* you shall have 
atheists strive to get disciples, as it fareth ’With 
other sects.” ' ^ 

So great is my horror at atheists, that I would 
neither reason 'with, them nor about them ; but 
surely they are hs liable to conceit and vanity as 
other men arc, and as proud of leading us captive 
to their opinions. I could wish the noble author 
had abstained from quoting Saint Bernard, to 
prove the priesthood to have been, even in those 
days, more immoral than the laity ; and I am 
shocked at hearing that " learned timeaf espe- 
cially with peace and prosperity, tend toward 
atheism. Bettor blind ignorance, better war and 
p<^tilence and famine . . . 

Barrow. Gently, gently ! God may forgive his 
creature for not knowing him when he meets him; 
' but less easily for fighting a^inst him, after talk- 
ing to him and supping with him ; , less easily for 
breaking his image, set up by him at every door 
. . . and such is man ; less easily for a serietf^of 
fratricides . . and such is war. 

Newton. 1 am wrong : and here again let 
me repeat the strange paradox of my visitor, 
rather than hazard another £ault. In words 
about Superstition he agreed that Bacon spoke 
wisely ; 

"It were ^uetter to have no opinion of God 
at all, than. such an opinion as is unworthy 
of him ; for the one is unbelief, the other is con- 
tumely.” 

" And here,” remarked my -risitor, " it is im- 
possible not to look back with wonder on the 
errors of some among the wisest men, following 
the drift of a distorted education, or resting on 
the«uggestions of a splenetic disposition. I am 
no poet, and therefore am ill qualified to judge 
the merits of the late Mr. Milton in that ckpa- 
cUy; yet, being of a serious and somewhat of a 
religious turn, I was shocked greatly more at ^ 
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Aeity than at his dwil. I know not what intorest many stronger arguments in support of Baeon : 
he could have in making Satan so august a crca< and the danger would be little in adducing them : 
ture, and so ready to share 'the dangers and sor- for the current runs violently in a contrai^ direc- 
rows of the angels he had seduced. I know not, tion^ and will bore covcMd everything with 
on the other what could have urged him. to slime and sand beifore athmsm can have her turn; 
make the better ojuos so dastardly^ that against it. 

thr voice of their Creator, not one among them If atheim did never perturb states, as 

ofiflbred his service to rescue from eternal perdition Bacon asserts, then nothing is more uiy'ust than 
the last and weakest of intellectual beings. Even to punish it by the arm of the civil power. It was 
his own Son sate silent, and undertook t.he mis- impolitic in him to remind the world that it was 
slon but slowly, although the trouble was momen- peaceful and happy for sixty years together, while 
tary if compared with his everlasting duration, those who ruled it were atheists when we must 
and the pain small if compared with his ante- acknowledge that it never has beeJ happy or 
rior and future bliss. Far be it from me,” »;ried peaceful for so many days, at a time^ under the 
he . . . I wisest and most powerful (as tlfcy call the present 

Barrow. Did ho cry so 1 then I doubt what- 1 one) of the Most Christian kings. For, if the 
ever he said ; for those are precisely the ivords | observation and the fact be true, and if it also be 
that all your sanctified rogues begin their lies , true that the most rational aim of man is happi- 
with. Well, let us hear however what he asserted. ; ness, then must it follow' that his most rational 
Newton- ** Far be it from me, Mr. Ncw'jou, to | wish, and, being his most rational, therefore his 
lessen th^ merits of our Divine Redeemer. I, on most innocent and laudal>le, is the return of such 
the contrary, am indignant lhat poets an<l thco- times. 

logians should ffequently lean toward it.” Barroic. We will go forward to the Essay. On 

Barrow. Did he look at all indignant '? Empire. 

Newton. looked quite calm. N< wUm. 1 do not think the WTiter is correct in 

j^arrow Ha ! I thought so. I doubt your saying that '' kings want matter of desire.” 
friend’i Biu(jBrity. Wherever there is vacuity of mind, there must 

Netotoit^ He is a very sincere man. cither be flaccidity or craving ; and this vacuity 

Barrow. So much the worse. must necessarily be found in the greater part of 

Newton. How 1 . * princes, from the defects of their education, from 

Barrow. Wc will diaeourso another time upon the fear of otFciiding them in its progress by iu- 
thie. I mean^only. . what we may easily elucidate ! terrogations and admonitions, from the habit of 
when we meet again. At present wo have three- 1 rendering all things valueless by the facility with 
fourths of the volume to got through. , wdiich they are obtained, and transitory by the 

Newton. Atheism leaves a man to sense, to negligence with wdiieh they arc received and 
philosophy, to natural piety, to laws, to reputation: I holdcn. 

all which may be guides to an outw'ard moral vir- , “ I’rinccs many times mak^ themselves desires, 

tue, though religion were not ; but superstition ^ and set their hearts upon toys; sometimes upon a 
dismounts all these, and erecteth an absolute . hmldhig ; sometin^es upon erecting of an order; 
monarchy in the minds of men : therefore atheism sometimes upon obtaining excellency in some art 
did never perturb states,” j or feat of tlie hand.” 

Again, ** We see yie times inclined to atheism . On which my visitor said, “ The latter desire is 
. . as the times of Augustus Ctesar . . were civil , the least common among them. Whenevej it 
times : but superstition hath been the confusion does occur, it arises from idleness, and from the 
oj many states.” | habitude of doing ivhat tbe^' ought not. For, 

I wish the noble author had kept to himself j commendable as such exercises are, ill those who 
the preference he gives atheism over superstition : j have no better and higher to (Jinploy their time 
for, if it be just, as it seems to be, it follows that j in, they are unbecoming and iniurious in kings; 
we should be more court-eous and kind toward j all whose hours, after ncp.irm recreation and the 
an atheist, than toward a loose catholic or rigid pleasures w liich all men share alike, should be 
sectary, occuxiied in taking heed that those under them** 

Barrow. I see no reason ./hy we^should not be perforin their duties.” 
courteous and kind toward men of all persuasions, Barrow. Bacon lived in an age when the wisest 
provided we are certain that, neither by tlicir own men were cbiijf n, from every rank and condition, 
inclination nor by the instigation of another, they for t,he administ, ration of affairs. Wonderful is it, 
would bum us alive to save our souls, or invade that one mind on this subject should have per- 
our conscience for the pleasure of carrying it with vaded all the princes^ Europe, not excepting the 
them at their girdles. Turk, and that we can not point out a prime mi- 

Atheism would make men have too little to do nistcr of any nation, at that period, deficient in 
with others: superstition makes them wish to sagacity or energy.* Yet that even the greatest, bo 

have too much. Atheism would make some fools : ^ — 

superstition makes many madmen. Atheism is a remark in u preceding Ksaay which could 

would oftenW be m good Immour than supcratl- .« acquaintance which is to bc‘ nought in tmTel, 

tion is out of bad. I could bring many more md that whkh ia most of all profitable, is itcqua:;^tanou with 
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i^nch greater than any we have had since arnoug 
ns. not come up to the standard he h^d fixed, 
18 evident enough. 

**The wisdom/’ says he, “of a^/ 'S/we ^aft5cr^tme« 
Xn princes’ affairs, is ratlier fine deliveries, and 
bUMiuj of dangers and mischiefs when tlmy are 
near, than solid and grounded courses trf keep 
them aloof : but this is but to 'try masteries with 
fortune. And let men beware how thqy neglect 
and suffer matter of trouble to l>e prepared ; for 
no man can forbid the spark, nor tell whence it 
may come.” 

Newton,^&\tj it was on this passage that my 
friend exclaimed, “The true philosopher is the 
only true prophet.' Prom the death of thiSi the 
brightest in both capacities, a few years opened 
the entire scroll of his awful predictions. Yet age 
after age will the same truths be disregarded, 
even though men of a voice as deep, and a heart 
less hollow, should repeat thciii. Base men 
must raise new families, though the venerable 
edifice of our constitution he taken down for 
the abutments ; and broken fortunes must be 
soldered in the flames of war blown up for the ' 
occasion.” 

On this subject he himself is too lax and easy. 
Among the reasons for legitimate war, he reckons 
the embraci/ng of trade. He seems unwilling to 
speak plainly, yet he means to signify that we i 
may declare war against a nation for her prospe- 1 
rity : a prosperity raised by her industry, by the = 
honesty of her dealings, and by excelling us in j 
the quality of her commodity, in the exactness of | 
workmanship, in punctuality, and in credit. 

Barrow. Hell itself, with all its jealousy and 
malignity and falsehood, could not utter a sen- 
tence more pernicious to the interests and im- 
provement of mankind. It is the duty of every 
state, to provide and watch thr t not only no other 
in its vicinity, but that no other with which it 
has dealings, immediate or remoter, do lose an 
inch of territory or a farthing of wealth by aggres- 
sion. Princes fear at their next door rather the 
example of good than of bad. Correct your own 
ill habits, and you need not dread your rival’s. 
Let him have them, and wear them every day, if 
indeed a Christian may propose it, and they will 
unfit him for competition with you, 

Newton. I now come to the words. On Counsel, 
“ The doctrine of Italy, and practice of France, in 
eiome kings* times, hath introduced cahimt coun- 
cils ; a remedy worse than the disease.” 

Cabinet . . cmencil / It does indeed seem a 
strange apposition. One would sqpner have ex- 
pected cabinet cards and counters, cabinet minia- 
ture pictures . . or what not ! 

Barrow. Isaac ! if you hjjjd conversed, as I have, 

tho Mserftaries fmpioiicil men t»f embassadors ; for m, 
in travelling in one country, he sliall suck tlie experience 

of many.'* 

This, whatever it may appear to us, was not ludicrous 
nor BHrcastlo when Bacon wrote it, but mi^ht be applied 
ae well to the enibassadore and necrctaries of Englan«I .ms 
uf other states. 


with some of those persons who oonsUtiite snoli 
councils, you would think tho word cahmH iiulte 
as applicable to thenl, as to cards -or counters^ of 
miniature pictures, or essences, or pots of po- 
matum. 

Newton. How then, in the name of wonder^ are 
i tho great matters of government carried on i 
I Barrow. Great dinners are put upon the table, 
i not by the entertainer but by the waiters. , There 
] are usually some dextrous hands accustomed to 
the business. The same weights are moved by 
the same ropes and pulleys. There is no vast 
address required in hooking them, and no mighty 
strength in the bawling. 

Newton. T liave taken but few notes of some 
admirable things in my way to the Essay On 
Cunning. 

Barrow. I may remind you hereafter of some 
omissions in other places. 

Newton. I find Bacon no despiser of books in 
men of business, as people mostly are. 

Barrow. Because they know little of them, and 
fancy they could manage the whe^e world by their 
genius. This is the commonest of delusions in 
the shallows of society.- Well doth Bacon say, 
“ There be that can pack the cards and yet can 
not play well ; so there are some that ai?e good 
in canvasses and factions .that arc otherwise weak 
men.” 

Fortunate the , country that is not the dupe of 
these intruders and bustlers, who often rise to the 
highest posts by their readiness to^Aend an arm 
at every stepping-stone in the dirt, and are found 
as convenient in their way as the candle-snuffers 
in gaming-houses, who have usually their roukau 
at the service of the half-ruined. 

Newton. I am sorry to find my Lord High 
Chancellor wearing as little the face of an honest 
man as doth one of these. 

Barrow, How so ? 

Newton. He says, “If a man would cross a 
business, that ho doubts som^ other would hand- 
somely and effectually move, lot him pretend to 
wish it well, and move it himself in such sort as 
may foil it.” 

What must I think of such counsel % ** 

Barrow. Bacon, as T observed before, often 
forgets his character. Sometimes he speaks the 
I language of truth and honesty, with more freedom 
I than a better man could do safely : again, he 
teaches a lesson of baseness and roguery to the 
public, such he coild intend only for the pri- 
vate ear of some young statesman, before his 
rehearsal on the stage ofrpolitics. The words 
from the prompter’s book have crept into the text, 
and injure the piece. Bacon might not have 
liked to cancel the directions he had given so 
much to his mind : instead of which, he draws 
himself up and cries austerely, “ But these small 
wares and petty points of cunning are infinite, 
and were a good deed to make a list of them 
for nothing doth more hurt in a state than thal 
cunning men pass for wise.” 

Newton. He has other things about wisdom ir 
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saoihei* place* ''On the wisdom for a man’s 

aclf;' 

Barrm, I must repeat one noble sentence ; for 
I fear, if you ^gin to read it, I may interrupt you, 
not being master cf my mind when his comes 
over it "Divide with reason between self-love 
and society; and be so true 'to thyself as thou be 
not false to others, especially to thy king and 
country. It is a poor centre of a man’s actions, 
himself: it is right earth; for that only'^stands 
fhst upon his own centre,; whereas all things that 
have affinity with the heavens, move upon the 
centre of another, which they benefit.” 

What an imagination is Boon’s ! what splendid 
and ardent language ! In what prose-writer of our 
country, or of Borne, or of Greece, is there any- 
thing equal or similar to it! 

NewAon, On Jmiomtions I find the sentence 
which I have heard oftener quoted than any in the 
volume : " Time is the greatest innovator.” i 

We take the axiom up without examination ; it I 
is doubtful and Inconsiderate. Does it mean much I 
time or little time? By a great innovator we 
must either signify ah innovator in great matters, 
or in many At once, or nearly at once. Now 
Time is slow in innovation of any kind; and all 
great iAni^v&tions are violences, as it were, done to 
Time, crovltiing into a small space what would in 
ordinary cases occupy a larger. Time, without 
other agents, would innovate Ifttle : for the por- 
tions of Time are all the same, and being so, their 
forces must the same likewise. 

Barrow, That satisfies me. 

NewUm, Truth and falsehood are the two great 
innovators, always at work, and sometimes the 
one uppermost and sometimes the other. 

Barrow. Let us engage ourselves in the service ' 
of Truth, where the service is not perilous ; and 
le]i us win Time to help us, for without him few 
can not stand against many. 

Kewton, On Friendship there are some things 
which sit loose up'ftn the subject. The vtiMty 
of it seems to be principally in the view of Bacon. 
Some positions are questionable. 

•"Certain it is that whosoever hath his mind 
fraught with many thoughts, his wits and under- 
standing do clarify and break up in the commu- 
nicating and discoursing with another ; he tosseth 
his thoughts more easily ; he marshalleth them 
more orderly; he seeth how they look when they 
are turned into words ; ily, he waxeth wiser 
than himself, and that more by an blur’s discourse 
than by a da^s meditation.” 

This 1 conceive is applicable to one frame of 
mind, but not to another of equal capacity and 
elasticify. I admire the ingenuity of the thought, 
and the wording of it; nevertheless I doubt 
whether It suits not better the mind of an acute 
lawyer than of a contemplative philosopher. N ever 
have I met with anyone whose thought;# are 
mwrdfmlUd more orderly in conversation than in 
composition: nor am 1 acquainted in the Uni- 
vmsitT with any gentleman of fluent speoph, 
whose ideas are not frequently left dry upon the 


haul. Cicero and Demosthenes were laborious in 
composition, and their replies were, I doubt not, 
as z^uoh studied as their addresses. For it was a 
part of the orator to foresee the points of attack 
to which his oration was exposed, and to prepare 
the iijiaterials, and the arrangement of them, for 
defending it. 

" It well said by Themistocles to the king 
of Persia, that speech was like cloth of Arras," &c. 

Themistocles might as well have spoken oi 
velvet of Genoa and satin of Lyons. 

On Expense there is much said quite worthy 
of Bacon’s experience and prudence ; but he lays 
dovy one rule which I think J can demonstrate 
to be injurious in its tendency. 

If a man will keep but of even hand, his 
ordinary expenses ought to be but to tbc half of 
his receipts ; and if he think to wax rich, but to 
the third part.” 

Should all private gentlemen, and others who 
arc not gentlemen, but whose Income is of the 
same value, spend only the third part of it, the 
nation would be more nearly ruined within the 
century, than it would be if every one of them 
mortgaged his property to half its amount. 

A wiser saying comes soon afterward, where 
he speaks On the true greatness of kingdoms and 
estates. 

"No people overcharged with tribute is fit for 
empire.” 

How happy, my dear sir, is our condition, in 
having been ever both generous and thrifty, ready 
at all times to succour the oppressed, and conde- 
scending on this holy occasion to ask the counte- 
nance of none ! how happy, to have marched straight 
forward in the line of duty^vith no policy to 
thw*art, no penury to eufecble, and no debt to 
burthen us ! Althqpgh our nobility is less magni- 
ficent than in the reign of the Tudors, I do verily 
believe it is as free and independent ; and its hos- 
pitality so conducive tas Bacon says) to martial 
greatness, is the same as ever, although the 
quality of the guests !)• somewhat - hanged. 

Barrow, Isaac ! are you serioas i 

Newton. Dear sir, the subject aniiaaies me. 

Barrow. What sparkles is hardly more trans- 
parent than what is turbid. Your animation, my 
friend, perplexed me. I perocive you are vehe- 
mently moved by the glory of our countiy. 

Newton, As we derive a great advantageiwwfc ... 
the nature of our nobility, so do we derive an 
equal one from the dispositions and occupations 
of the people. How unfortunate would it be for 
us, if we hadlll-tisans cooped up like tame pigeons 
in unwholesome lofts, bending over the loom by 
tallow-light, and refreshing their exhausted bodies 
at daybreak with ardd!!* liquors I Indeed, tn compa- 
rison with this, the use of slaves itself, which Bacon 
calls a great advantage, was almost a blessing. 

Barrow. Let us not speculate on either of these 
curses, which may not be felt as such when they 
come upon us, for we shall be stunned and tor^ 
pefied by the greatness of our fall. 

What have you next ? 
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Ncwtyn, On Suspicion I find an Italian pro- 
verb, ^hioh the learned anthor has misconstrued. 

Soapetto licenzia fede*' he translates, ** St«pi- 
clou gives a passport to faith.” The meaning is 
(my v^bivor tolls me), ** Suspicion dismisBes fide- 
lity.” -'Licenziare un servitore,” is, to disnriss a 
servant. That the person suspected is no longer 
bound to fidelity, is the axiom of a nation, in 
which fidelity is readier to quit a man than 
suspicion is. 

It cost me many hours of inquiry, to search 
into the propriety of his thoughts Upon Ambi- 
tion, He says, ^^Itis counted by some a weak- 
ness in princes to Lave favourites ; but it is of all 
others the best remedy against ambitious great 
ones : for when the ^vay of j)lea uring and dis- 
pleasuring lictli by the favourite, ‘t. is impossible 
any other should ]>e overgreal.” ! 

I hope, and am willing to believe, that my Lord 
Chancellor IJacon was a true and loyal snbjeet ; 
yet one would almost lx; tempted to think in read- 
ing him, that there must he a eursc in hereditary 
princes, and that ho had set his private mark 
upon it when he praises i.heir use of favourites, 
and supposes them surrounded hy mean persons 
and ambitious ones, by j)()isons and counter- 
poisons. .Sejaiius and 'rigellinus, our Oavestons 
and Mortimers, our Em])SonR and Dinlleya, our 
\Volscvsaiid lluckiughi)ms, are like certain fumi- 
gations to drive away riits, whudi indeed do drive 
lliem out, hut also ujako Ihe liouso undesirabh' to 
inhabit. He reconiniends <he coiitiiiual inter- 
change of favours and disgrjKtes, wducn'by they 
may not know wdiatto expert, and be, as if. were, 
in a wood, ' 

BarrO' . By the eifeef. of this policy, wc find ; 
the couut.onau('es of the statesmen and (tourtiers 
wlio lived in his ag<i, almost .i,v]1.bout exception, 
mean and suspicions. The greatest men look, in ! 
their portraits, as if they 'w'cre wmiting for a box ; 
on the ear. lowering tlicir heads, raising their 
shoulders, and half-closing their eyes, for the 
reception of it. 

N(toU)n. What he says (f miUm: in men, seems 
spoken by some one who saw through it from 
above : the same (h Custuni and Education. 
Here he speaks with more verity than comsola- 1 
tion, when he says, “There be not two tnore for- 
tunate propert.ies, than to have a little of the fool 
^ too much of the honest: therefore ex- 

treme lovers of their country were never fortunate ; 
neither can tbey be; for when a man plaeetli his 
thoughf s witliout himself, he gocth not his own 
w'ay.” 

In the Essay On Youth and .hjc, what can 
be truer, what can be more novel or more 
eloquent, ihan this sentence { ‘ 

“ Men of age object too much, consult too long, 
adventure too little, repent too soon, and seldom 
drive business home to the full period, but content 
tliemselves with a mediocrity of pucccbs.” 

What he says Of BeauUj is less considoiate. 

Barroiv. I do not wonder at it : Beauty is not 
stript in ^ Court of Chancery, ks Fortune is. 


Newton. He is Inconsequent in his reasoning, 
when he says, “ There is no excellent beauty that 
hath not some strangeness in the proportion. 
A man can not tell whether ApeUes or Albert 
Durer were the more trifler, whereof the one 
would make a persoqage by geometrical propor- 
tions; the other, by taking the best parts out of 
divers feces to make one excellent.” 

Barrpw, Whereof is of which, not of wluom, 

Neyjtm. If “ there is no excellent beauty that 
hath not some strangeness in the proportion,” then 
Apelles was no trifler in taking the best parts of 
dirers faces, which would produce some strangeness 
in iHe ^yroportion, unless he corrected it, 

Barrmv. True : Bacon’s first remark, however, 
is perfectlyjust and novel. What strikes us in 
beauty is that which we did not expect to find, 
from anything we had seen before : a new afrange- 
I mciit of excellent parts. The same thing maybe 
said of genius ; the other great gift 0/ the Divi- 
nity, not always so acceptable to his creatures ; 
but which however has this advantage, if you will 
allow it to be one, that, whereas beauty has most 
admirers at its first appearance, genius has most 
at it.^^ last, and begins to be commemorated in the 
period when the other is forgotten. 

Neirtan. What you said of beauty, air striking 
us ehiefly in being unexpected from' anything 
we had seen before, is applicable no less to 
ugliness. 

Ikvrroi!'. I am not giving a definition, but 
recording an observation, which would be inexact 
without the remaining words “a new arrangement 
of excellent parts.” 

Newton. Our author errs more widely than 
before ; not, as before, in drawing a false conclu- 
sion. “ Such personages,” he continues to remark, 
“1 think would please nobody but the painter 
who made them : not but I think a painter may 
make a better face than ever was ; but he must 
do it by a kind of felicity (as a musician ilmt 
niaketh an excellent air in music), and not by 
I rule.” Nothing of excellent is to J)e done by 
I felicity. 

j Bmrow. Felicity and Excellence rarely mecu, 
and hardly know one another. 

Nev^ton. Certainly no musician ever composed 
a?/ (tro U< nt air otherwise than by rule : Felicity 
is without it. 

Barrow. Beauty does not seem to dazzle but to 
deaden him. He reasons that the principal part 
of beauty lies' in decent motion, and asserts that 
“No youthy person can be ^mely but by pardon, 
and by considering the youth as to make up the 
comeliness.” Much of this reflection may have 
been fashioned and cast by the age of the observei ; 
much by the hour of the day ; I think it must 
have been a rainy morning, when he had eaten 
unripe fruit for breakfast 1 ♦ 

Nbwton. Perhaps sour grapes. ‘ 

On deformity I have transcribed a long sen* 
tence : here he seems more at home. 

‘{/Because there is in man an election touching' 
the f ame of his mind, and a necessity in tutf 
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fhuxie of Mr body, tho Btars of natural inclination 
are sometimeB obacnrod by the snn of diacipline 
and virtue ; therefore it is good to consider of 
deformity, not as a sign which is most deoeir- 
able, but as a cause whieh seldom fiuleth of the 
effect.” 

Nothing can be truer in all its parts, or more 
magnificent in the whole. 

Marrow, This short essay is worth many li- 
braries of good books. Several hundfeds of 
esteemed authors have not in them the substance 
and spirit of the sentence you recited. 

ITewton, On BnUdiru} he says, ''Houses are 
buflt to live in, and not to look on.” • 

Half of this is untrue. Sheds and hovels, the 
first habitations (at least the first artificial ones) 
of men, were built to live in, and not to look on ; 
but heuses are built for both : otherwise why give 
directions for the proportions of porticoes, of 
columns, of intercolumniations, and of whatever 
else delights the beholder in architecture, and 
flatters the pot^essor t Is the beauty of cities no 
honour to Ihe inhabitants, no excitement to the 
defence '1 External order in visible objects hath 
relation and Intercourse with internal propriety 
aiid decorousness. I doubt not bii^ the beauty of 
AtheiA much cflcct on the ]'>airiotistn, and 
some on ftie genius, of the Athenians. Part of 
the interest and aniinatiori men receive from 
Momer, lies in tlicir conception 5f the magnificence 
of Troy, Even the little rock of Ithaca rears up 
its palaces Sustained by pillars ; and pillars arc 
that portion of an edifice on which the attention 
vests longest and most complacently. For we 
have no other means of calculating so well the 
grandeur of edifices, as by the magnitude of the 
support they need ; and it is the only thing about 
them which we measure in any way by our own. • 
" Neither do I reckon it an ill seat oitly where 
the air is unwholesome, but likewise where the 
air is unequal : as you shall see many fine scats 
set upon a knap of^rouiid, environed with higher 
hills round about it, whereby the heat of the sui 
is pent in* and the wind gathereth as in 
troughs,” &c. 

Now surely this very hiap of ground is the 
very spot to be chosen for the commodiousness of 
its situation, its salubrity, and its beauty. There 
is as little danger of the wind gathering in these 
troughs as in goat*skins. IJe must have taken 
his idea from some Italia^ jrork : the remark is 
suitable only to a southern climatcf^ 

Barrow. In one ^ rainy as ours is, it would 
have been more judicious, I think, to have warned 
against building the house upon clay or marl, 
which are retentive of moisture, slippery nine 
.months in the twelve, cracked the other three, of 
a colour offensive to the sight, of a soil little ac- 
commodating to garden-plants, the *water usually 
unwholesome, and the roads impassable. • 
NewUm. On Negotkiting I am sorry 1o find 
again our lord chancellor a dissembler and a tutor 
W lies. • 

** To deal in person is good when a man’s face 


breedeth regaid, as oonunonly with inferiors ; or 
in tender oaae% where a man’s eye upon the conn- 
tenenoe of him with whom he speaketh, may give 
him a direction how fiur to go; and gewraUy 
where a man vntl reterw to hmeelf lihertg, either to 
disaegw or to expound” 

Barrow. Bad enough : but sorely he mnst ap- 
pear to ^ou anything rather than kfiave, when he 
rooominends the employment offroward and abeurd 
men, be the businesB what it may. 

J^efwton, He recommends them for bueineoe 
which doth not well bear out itself ; in which^ 
one would think, the wariest arc the ijpost wanted. 

Barrow, But, like men wh<^ have just tripped, 
he walks the firmer and stouter instantly. The 
remainder of the Essay is worthy of his per- 
spicacity. 

Nev)ton. In the next, On FoiUhirrs and Friends, 
I find the word espwl used by him a second 
time, for a minister the French call espion. It 
appears to me that it should denote, not tho 
person but the action, as Ihe same termination is 
used in trial. 

Barroiv. Right. We want some words in com- 
position as wc want some side-dishes a t table, less 
for necessity than for deeoratiem. On this prin- 
ciple, I should not quarrel with a writer who had 
\ised the verb originaiv ; on condition however 
1 that ho used it as a neuter : none but a sugar- 
j slave would employ it actively. It may stand 
oppo.sitc to krminaie. 

Bacon in the preceding sentence used glorims 
for vain'^gloriovs ; a latinism among the many of 
the age, and among the few of the author. Our 
language bears gallicisms better than latinisms : 
but whoever is resolved to njite soberly must bo 
contented with the number of each that was 
found among us ip the time of the Reformation. 
Little is to be rejected of what was then in use, 
and less of anything new is hencefonvrjrd to be 
' .admitted. By wldcli ])n]dencc and e mtion we 
j m:iy in time have writers as elegant as tlut T. dl.in 
aTid the French, whom •ilr«'ady Wt ' ...•eeil. as this 
little volume lu'oves, in vigour and invention. 

Newton. He says fiirBicr on, " ii is true that 
in government it is good to use men of one rank 
equally ; for to coimteiuu'.ee sono.> exUaordinarily 
is to make them insolon avu the rest discontent; 
because tbej^inay claim a due.: butcontrariwi.se in 
favour, to use men with much diflerence anAw^ioti 
tion is good ; for it'maketh the persons preferred 
more thankful, and the rest more otlicious; because 
all is of favour.” 

Here agailT I am sorry so great an authority 
should, to use the words of my visitor, let his 
conscience mn before his judgment, and his 
tongue slip in bet^^n. ' In saying fhat all is 
of favour’ (thus carps my visitor) 'he gives a 
preference to another form of government ot or 
the monarchal ; another form indeed wdierc all is 
not of favour ; where something may he attributed 
to virtue, something to industry, something to 
genius ; where something may accrue to us from 
the gratitude of our fellow-citizens; ancftiot every* 
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thing drop and drivel from the frothy pulings of 
one ewnthed up in bandages never changed nor 
loosened; of one held always in the sameaieos, 
and with its &oe turned always in the same 
direction/ 

Baaraw, Hold I hold ! this is as bad as Bacon 
or Milton : nay, Cicbro and Demosthenes, in the 
blindness of meir hearts, could scarce^ have 
spoken, to the nations they guided, with more 
contemptuous asperity of royal power. 

SewUm. I venerate it, as coming of God. 

Barrow, M'old again ! all things come from 
him : the hangman and the hanged are in the 
same predicament with the anointer and the 
anointed. 

Kewton. Sir, you remind me of an observation 
made in my father’s house by the son of a repub- 
lican, and who indeed was little better than one 
himself. My father had upbraided him on his 
irreverence to the Lord’s anointed : he asked my 
father why he allowed his mind to be lime-twigged 
and ruffled and discomposed by words ; and whe- 
ther he would feel the same awe in repeating the 
syllables, Ood'a greased, as in repeating the sylla- 
bles, Goc^^^ anoirded. If the Esquimaux heard 
them, said he, they would think the man no better 
reared than themselves, and worse dressed, as 
dressed by one less In practice. 

Barrow. N o men are so facetious as those whose 
minds are somewhat perverted. Truth enjoys 
good air and clear light, but no playground. Keep 
your eyes upon Bacon : we may more safely look 
on him than on thrones. How wise is all the 
remainder of the Essay t 

Newton. He says On Suitors, and truly, that 
** Private suits do p»<«refy the public good.” Soon 
afterward, Some embrace suits whuh never 
mean to deal effectually in tham.” This seems 
ordinary and flat ; but the words are requisite to a 
sentence founded (I fear) on a close observation 
of human nature, as courts render it. I noted 
them as presenting an incorrectness and indeci- 
sion of language. Who is proper ; not whie^i ; 
although which was used indiscriminately, as we 
find in the beginning of the 'Lord's Prayer:’ 
but in that place there could be no confusion. 

Barrow. Among the few crudities and barbar- 
isms that yet oppressed our language in his 
learned age, Bacon has this, " A man were better 
'his suit.” Indeed he usps tcere better more 
than once ; with the simple verb after it, and 
Without to. 

Neivton. On Studies he can not l^o«e his road, 
having trodden it so frequently, and having left 
his mark upon so many objects all the way. 
Therefore it is no wonder tlmt his genius points 
with a finger of fire to this Object. 

He says Oh Faction, that " Many a man’s 
strength is in opppsition, and when that faileth 
he groweth out of use.” He must have written 
from inspiration ; for in his age I find no person 
to whom he can have alluded. 

Barrow. Perhaps not ; yet the preceding may 
have fumisW him with examples. 


Neuftm. In the first sentence (h Cmmo^ 
and are the werds^ ''He that i8 onfy 

real had need have exceeding great ol 
virtne.” This weighty and sorrowful truth does 
not prevent me ftom questioning the expresidon, 
had need have, 

Barrow. The true words, which all authors 
write amiss, are, ha! need of, Ha' need sounds 
like had need, sounds like qf, in sj^ak- 

ing quickly. Hence the wisest men have written 
the words improperly, by writing at once from the 
ear, without an appeal or reference to graminar. 

Newton. On Praise he says iugenlously, but 
not altogether truly, " Fame is like a river, that 
beareth up things light and swollen, and drowns 
things weighty and solid.” 

Barrow. This is true only of literary fiwne : 
and the drowned things are brought to *light 
again, sometimes by the warmer season and 
sometimes by the stormier. 

He uses mspect for suspicion . we retain aspetA, 
respect, retrospect, ^prospect : I kntfw not whether 
the chancellor’s award in favour of suspect will be 
repealed or acquiesced in. , 

Newton, In the next Essay, On Vcdnrgloryf he 
says, " In fiune of learning the flight wjll b^ rfoW 
I without some feathers of ostentation.”^* That is 
hard, if true. 

Barrow. There piust be a good deal of move- 
ment and shuffling before there is any rising from 
! the ground : and those who have ^he longest 
wings have the most difficulty iu the nrst mount- 
ing. In literature, as at foot-ball, strength and 
J agUity are insufficient of themselves ; you must 
I have your side, or you may run till you are out 
of breath, and kick till you are out of shoes, and 
over win the game. There must be some to 
eep others off you, and some to prolong for you 
the ball’s rebound. But your figures, dear Isaac, 
will serve as tenterhooks to catch the fingers of 
those who would meddle witb^your letters. Do 
not however be ambitious of an early fame : such 
is apt to shrivel and to drop under the tree. 

Newton. The author continues the same sub- 
! ject in the next Essay, though under a different^' 
title. Of Honour and Beputation \\e say "Dis- 
creet followers and servants help much to repu- 
tation.” Then he who has no servant, or an 
indiscreet one, must be content to be helped to 
little of it. 

Barrow. Soeyig that' reputation is casual, that 
the wise may long want it, that the unwise may 
soon acquire it, that a senwnt may further it, 
that a spiteful man may obstruct it, that a passion- 
ate man may maim it, and that whole gangs are 
ready to waylay it as it mounts the hill, I would 
not wish greatly to carry it about me, but rather 
to place it in some safe spot, where few could find, 
and not many will look after it. But those who 
discover it, will try in their hands its weight and 
quality, and take especial care lest they injuiw it, 
saying, "It is his, and his only; leave it to him 
and Vish him increase in it.” 

Newton, Where Bacon is occupiea **m 
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trirt aiiifflhanh^ of wmm hotioar/ ho gives the | 
tMM phM U> liberai^ He^hes 

to sp^ in liatin ; one of these words belongs 
hot to the language. 

Borrow. Bis Lsktbi is always void of elegance 
and groee ; but he had the generosity to write in 
it, tlmt he might be useful the more extensively. I 
We Bnglish are for below the Italians, French, ! 
Ctonans, and Butch, in our latinity : yet we I 
have Latin volumes written by our coiyitiymen, I 
each of which, in its matter, is fairly worth half | 
theirs. They, like certain fine gentlemen, seem 
to found their ideas of elegance on slenderness, 
and in twehty or thirty of them we har<Jly find 
a thought or remark at all worthy of preservation. 

I remember but one sentence; which however, 
if Cicero had written it, would be recorded among 
thejbest he ever wrote. “ Valuit nimirum male- 
dicentid, gratA cunctis, etiam iis qui neque sibi 
inaledic^ncque maledicere ipsi aliis velint.” 

^eyfton. Permit me to inquire, sir, by whom 
was this strong and shrewd and truly Sallustian 
sentence written 1 

Barrow. By Vavassor, a Jesuit. 

It may Jbe remarked, and perhaps you have 
^done it, that the title itself of this Essay, Th 
Tn^ M^rsJialling of Sovran Honour, is incorrect. 
By mSii^halling he means the giving of rates or 
degrees : now what is sovra/ri has no rates or 
degrees : he should have said of titles assumed 
by sovran princes.” 

Newto% In the first sentence on Judicature, 
he uses the singular and plural in designating the 
same body ; either is admissible, but not both. 

" Else will it be like the authority claimed by 
the Church of Rome, which, under pretext of 
exposition of Scripture, doth not stick to add and 
alter, and to pronounce that which they do pot 
find, and, by sliow of antiquity, to introduce 
novelty.” 

What gravity and wisdom is there in the 
remark that Cine foul sentence doth more hurt, 
than many foul examples : for these do but corrupt 
the stream, the other corrupteth the fountain.” 

The worst, and almost the only bad sentence 
in the volume, is the childish antithesis, There 
be, saith the Scripture, that turn judgment into 
wormwood . . and surely there be also that turn 
it into vinegar: for Injustice maketh it bitter, 
and delays make it sour.” 

On the Viemitudea of Jhings he observes that 

The true religion is built u^n the rock, the 
rest are tossed upon the waves of time.” My 
visitor said herjupon, * I doubt whether this 
magnificent figure has truth for its basis. If by 
true religion is meant the religion of our Saviour,' 
as pracUsed by his apostles, they outlived it. 
They complain that it never took firm possession 
even of their own auditors. Saint Peter himself 
was reproved by his master for using his sword 
too vi^rously, after all he had said agmnst any 
use of it whatever : yet, so little good did the 
reproof, he fell immediately to betraying the 
vorv man he had thus defended. But if by true 


rcsK^on we mean the Church of Rome, we eome 
nearer the iket : fi>r that religion, with patohinga 
and repairings, with materials purloined 
others, with* piles driven under the foundation, 
and buttresses vdthout that darken everything 
within, surmounted by pinnacles rwsed above 
th<supper stoiyr, hath lasted long, and will remain 
while men are persuaded that wax and stockfish 
can elone for their vices. The obstacle to our 
acceptance of the meaning is, that it hath been 
convicted of many impostures in its daims and 
miracles, that it continues to insist on them, and 
that it uses violence (which is tforbidden* by 
Christ) against those who stumble pr doubt.’ 

• Barrow, Beafuess is not Ih be healed by break- 
ing the head, nor blindness by pulling the eyes 
I out : it is time the doctors should try new ex- 
periments : if they will not, it is time that the 
patients sl^ould tiy new doctors. 

Ne7vton, A bad religion may be kept afoot by 
the same means as other kinds of bad govern- 
ment; by corruption and terror, by spies and 
torturers. Ko doubt it will please God to see all 
things set to rights : but wo must acknowledge 
that the best religion, like the best men, has 
fared the worst. 

Bacon says he ** reckons martyrdoms among 
miracles, because they seem to exceed the strength 
of human nature.” If they did seem to exceed 
the strength of human nature, this is no sufficient 
reason why they should be ranked with miracles ; 
for martyrdoms have appertained to many reli- 
gions, if we may call voluntary death to prove a 
misbeliever’s sincerity a martyrdom, while we 
know that miracles belong exclusively to the 
Christian: and even in this faith there are de- 
grees of latitude and loiifiiudc which they were 
never known to pass, although, humanly speak- 
ing, they were «nuch wanted. The Lithuanians, 
and other noith-eastem nations, were long before 
they were reclaimed from paganism, for want of 
miracles. God’s good time had not come; and 
he fell upon different expedients for their con- 
version. 

On the Vicissitudes of Things find mention 
of Plato’s great year. I think you once told me, 
Plato took more from others than he knew what 
to do with. 

Barrow. Instead of simplifying, he involves and 
confounds. 

Nesvton. I hope hereafter to study thei^^fearb^Iy 
bodies, with greater accuracy and on other prin- 
ciples than philosophers have done hitherto. The 
reasons qyjacon why " the northern tract of the 
world is the more martial region,” are unworthy 
of his perspicacity. First he assigns the stars of 
the hemisphere j^hen the greatness of the conti- 
nent; "whereasthe south part Is almost all 
sea;” then, the cold of the northern parts, 
"which is ^at which, without aid of discipline, 
doth make the bodies hardest and the courage 
warmest.” The stars can have no effect whatever 
on the courage or virtues of men, unless we call 
the sun one of them, as the poets do. The heat 
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of tbe sun may prodace effemmacy and slothi in 
many conatltutions, and contrary effects in many: 
bat I suspect that dryness and moisture are more 
edicient on the human body than heist and c#id. 
Some races, as in dogs and horses, and cattle of 
every kind, are better than others, and do not 
lose their qualities for many ages, nor, uqless 
others cross them, without the confluence of 
many causes. There may be as much (jourage 
in hot climates us in opld. The inhabitants of 
Madagascar iiiid Malacca are braver than the 
La])landerR, and «perliaps not less brave than the 
Londoners, /f The fact is this : people in warm 
climates are, in the full enjoyment of all the 
pleasures that auiii.al life affords, and are dss- 
inclined to toil after that wliich no toil could 
produce or increase : wliilo the native of the north 
is condemned by climate to a life of labour, which 
oftentimes ca.ii procure for him bn)/ a scanty ! 
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portion of what his vehement and exasperated j 
appetite demands. Therefore he cuts it short I 
with his sword, and reaps the field sown by the | 
louthern. 

Bacon seems to me just in his opinion, if not - 
that ordnancGj at least that inflammable powder, > 
and annoyance by its means, perliaps in roc^oft-., 
was known among the ancients. He instc.nce 
the Oxydracjes in India. The remark is, I ima- 1 
gine, equally applicable to the priests of Delplii, 
who repelled the Gauls with it from the temple j 
of Apollo. This is the more remarkable, as the i 
Persians too encountered t-he same resistance, and 
experienced the double force of thunderlxAU ami | 
wrlhqimke. Whence wo may surmise, that not only | 
missiles, propelled by the combustion of powder, 
were aimed against thorn, but likewise that mines 
exploded. .And perjui-ps other priests, the only 
people in most places who formerly had leisure 
for experiments, were equally lu^piainted with it, 
and used it, for their own defence only, and only 
in cases of extremity. Etruscan soothsayers were 
appointcfi to blast the army of Alaric with liglit- 
ning, and the Pope acceded to the proposal : but 
his Holiness, on reflection, was of opinion, that 
aurum fidminans was more effectual. 

1 wish the Essay On Fame had been com- 
pleted : and even then its chief effect on me, per- 
haps, would bo to excite anotlicr wish ; as gratifi- 
cation usually does. It would have made me sigh 
for the recovery of Cicero On Glory y that the 
i^\test of philosophers might be compared 
on the same ground. ^ 

Barrow. Lot us look up at Fame without a j 
desire or a repining ; and let us pardon all her 
falsehoods and delays, in remembrance that the 
best verse in Homer, and the best in Virgil, are 
on her. Virgil's is indeed but a feather from the 
wing of Holncr. 

Newton. You show a very forgiving mind, sir, 
and I hope she will be grateful to you. I do not 
know what these lines arc worth, as they give me 
no equations. 

Burrow. Kothing should be considered quite 
independently of everything else. Wo owe reve- 


rence to all great writers : bnt our rerereiiod to 
one would be injustice to another^ unless we col 
lated and compared their merits* 

Newton. Some are so dissimilar to others, that 
I know not how it can be done. 

Barrow. Liquids and solids are dissimilar, yet 
may be weighed in the same scales. All things 
are composed of portions; and all things bear 
proportions relatively ; mind to mind, matter to 
matter. ^ Archimedes and Homer are susceptible 
of comparison : but the process would be long and 
tedious, the principles must be sought from a&r, 
nor is the man perhaps at the next door who 
must be called for the operation. Bacon and 
Milton, Bacon and Shakspeare, may be compared 
with little diflicnlty, wide asunder as they appear 
to stand. However, since the cogitative and 
imaginative parts of mind are exercised by both, 
in broad daylight and in open Spaces, the degrees 
in which they are exercised are within our calcu- 
lation. Until we bring together the '^eijijhtiest 
works of genius from the remotest distances, we 
shall display no admirable powei«»of criticism.- 
None such hath been hitherto exhibited in the 
world, which stands, in relation to crjticism, as it 
stood in relation to metaphysics until the time of 
Aristoteles. He left them imperfect and ^the.t 
have lain li ttle better ever since. The goo^ ^ense of 
Cicero led him l.o clearer studies and wholosomer 
exercise ; and wher^.he could not pluck fruit he 
would not pluck brambles. In Plato we find only 
arbours and grottoes, with moss and sli^cllwork all 
misplaced. Aristoteles bath built a sohder edifice, 
but bath built it acro.ss our road ; we must throw 
it down again, and use what we can of the mate- 
rials elsewhere. 

Newton. Bacon, seen only in his Essay» would 
have appeared to me (fresh as I come from the 
study of the ancients, and captivated as I con- 
fess I am by the graces of their language) the 
wisest and most mstnictive of writers. 

GayTOw. In calling him the ^wisest of writers, 
you must excc;)t those wlio wrote'from inspiration. 

Newton. Ha ! that is quite another thing. 

Barrow. Henceforward I would advise you to 
follow the bent of your genius, in examining those ® 
matters principally which are susceptible of de- 
monstration. Every young man should have some 
proposed end for his studies : let yours be philo- 
sophy : and principally those parts of it in which 
the ancients have done little, and the modems 
lc.ss. And never be ^lcjocted, my dear Isaac, 
though it shouli enable you to throw but 
city of light on the Rerdaiions^The Rape of Helm, 
and The Golden Fleece. 

Newton. I hope by my labours 1 may find a 
clue to them in the process of time. But perhaps 
my ooi:gectareB may turn out wrong, as those on 
the book before me have. 

Barrow. Howl 

NedfMn. I should always have imaged, if 
yon had not taught me the contnuy, that there 
is more of genius and philosophy in Baconk 
Ettaye than in all Cicero's works, however leea 
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there be of the scholastic and oratorical. Perhaps 
I, by being no estimator of style . . . 

Barrow, Peace, peace ! my modest Kewton ! 
Perhaps I, by being too much *an estimator of it, 
have overvalued the clearest head and the purest 
tongue of antiquity. My Lord Justice Coke, and 
probably the more learned Selden, would have 
ridiculed or reproved us, had we dared entertain 
in their presence a doubt of Cicero’s superiority 
over Bacon. No very great man ever, reached 
the standard of his greatness in the crowd of his 
contemporaries. This hath always been reserved 
for the secondary. There must either be some- 
thing of the vulgar, something in which thj com- 
monalty can recognise their o^ti features, or there 
must be a laocity, a jealousy, an excitement stimu- 
lating a false appetite. Your brief review of the 
Es$a^s hath brought back to my recollection j 
so much of shrewd judgment, so much of rich 
imageiy, such a profusion of truths so plain, as ' 
(withoj^t his manner of exhibiting them) to appear i 
dmost unimportant, that, in the various high ! 
qualities of thi human mind, f must acknowledge | 
not only Cicero, but every prose-writer among the 
Greeks, to ijtand far below him. Cicero is Icjist 
valued for his highest merits, his fulness and his 
persjpcuikST* Bad judges (and how few are not 
so!) d^^re in composition the concise and the 
obscure, not knowing that the one most frequently 
arises from paucity of mateipals, and the other 
from inability to manage and dispose them. Have 
you never pbserved that, among the ignorant in 
painting, dark pictures are usually called the finest 
in the collection, and grey bearded heads, fit only 
for the garret, are preferred to the radiance of 
light and beauty 1 Have you yourself never 
thought, before you could well measure and cal- 
culate, that books and furniture thrown about 
room, appeared to be in much greater quantities 
than when they were arranged? At every step 
we take to gain the approbation of the wise, wo 
lose something i^ the estimation of the vulgar. 
Look within : can uot we afrord it ? 

The miads of few can take in the whole of a 
^ great author, and fewer can draw him close enough 
to another for just commensuration. A fine pas- 
sage may strike us less forcibly than one beneath 
it in beauty, from less sensibility in us at the 
moment ; whence less enthusiasm, less quickness 
of perception, less capacity, less hold. You have 
omitted to remark some f4 the noblest things in 
Bacon, often, I believe, because ^ere is no power 
of judgment to be shown in the expression of 
admiration, and pethaps too sometimes from the 
repetition and intensity of delight. 

Newton, Sir, I forbore to lift up my hands, as 
a mark of admiration. You ordered me to de- 
monstrate, if I could, the defects of this wonderful 
man, unnoticed hitherto. 

Barrow. You have done it to my satisfaction. 
Cicero disdained not, in the latter days of lis life, 
when he was highest in reputation and dignity, 
to perform a similar office in regard to Epicurus : 
gad I wish he had exhibited same accftiracy 


and attention, the same moderation and respect. 
The objections of your friend and visitor are not 
altogether frivolous: take care however lest he, 
by«hi8 disceptations, move you from your faith. 
If you hold the faith, the &ith will support you ; 
as, if you make your bed warm by lying in it, 
youf bed will keep you so : never mind what the 
ticking or the wadding may be made of. There 
are fe^ things against which I see need to warn 
you, and not many on which you want advice. 
You arc not profuse in your expenditure ; yet as 
you, like most of the studious, are inattentive to 
money-affairs, IcL me guard you ag«,in8t evils fol- 
lowing oil this negligcuce, worse tl^an the negli- 
gence itself. Whenever a youfig man is remarked 
for it, a higher price is fixed on what he purchases ; 
and dishonest men of every description push 
themselves into his service, and often acquire his 
confidence, /lot only to the injury of his fortune, 
but likew'ise of liis credit and respectability. Let 
a gentleman be known to have been cheated of 
twenty pounds, and it costs him forty a-ycar for 
the reimiindcr of his life. Therefore, if you detect 
the clujal, the wisest thing is to conceal it; both 
for fear of the rogues about your sideboard, and 
of those more dexterous ones round the green 
cloth, under the judge, in your county assize room. 

You will become an author ere long ; and every 
author must, attend to the means of conveying his 
information. The plainness of your style is suit- 
able to your manners and your studies. Avoid, 
which many grave men have not done, words 
token from sacred* subjects and from elevated 
poetry: these wo have seen vilely prostituted. 
Avoid too the society of the barbarians wdio mis- 
employ them : thtjyarc vain, irreverent, and irre- 
claimable to right feelin^ii^ The dialogues of 
Galileo, wdiich you have been studying, are 
written with mu«h propriety and precision. T do 
not urge you to write in dialogue, although the 
best WTiters of everj age have done it : the best 
parts of Ilomcr and Milton are tpeoehes and 
replies, the best parts of eveiy great bistonaii 
are the same : the wisest men ol Aihcr ' and of 
Rome converse together in this manner, as they 
are shown to us by Xenophon, by Plato, and by 
Cicero. Whether you adopt such a form of com- 
position, which, if your opi^ iv^ns <i,re new, will 
protect you in part fnuj. the hostility all novelty 
(unless it is vicious) excites ; or whether you 
choose to go along the unbroken surfac^ m 
didactic ; never look abroad for any kind of ornar 
ment. Apollo, either as the God of day or the 
slayer of Python, had nothing about him to ob- 
scure his eJearness or to impede his strength. To 
one of your mild manners, it would be superflu- 
ous to recommer Equanimity in competition, and 
calmness in confroversy. How easy* is it for the 
plainest things to be misinterpreted by men not 
unwise, which a calm disquisition sets right ! and 
how fortunate and opportune is it to find in 
ourselves that calmness which almost the wisest 
have wanted, on urgent and grave occasions ! If 
others for a time are preferred to you, let yout 
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heart lie sacredly still I and you will hear firocn it 
the true and plain oracle^ that not for eyer will 
the magistracy of letters allow the rancid trans- 
parencies of coarse colourmen t<f .stand before 
your propylsea. It is time that Philosophy should 
have her share in our literature ; that the combi- 
nations and appearances of matter be scicntifcally 
considered and luminously displayed. Frigid 
conceits on theological questions, heaps f>f snow 
on barren crags, compose at present the greater 
part of our domain : volcanoes of politics burst 
forth from time to time, and vary, without en- 
livening, th^ scene. 

Do not fqar t.o be less rich in the productions 
of your mind at V>ne season than at another. 
Marshes are always marshes, and pools are pools ; 
but the sea, in those places where we admire at 
most, is sometimes sea and sometimes dry land ; 
sometimes it brings ships into porl-, and some- 
times it leaves them where they can be refitted 
and equipt. The capacious mind neither rises 
nor sinks, neither labours nor rests, in vain. 
Even in those intervals when it loses the con- 
/iciousness of its powers, when it swims as it were 
in vacuity, and feels not what is external nor in- 
ternal, it acquires or recovers strength, as the 
body docs by sleep. Never try to say things ad- 
mirably ; try only to say them plainly ; for your 
business is with the considerate philosopher, and 
not with the polemical assembly. If a thing can 
be demonstrated two ways, demonstrate it in 
both : one will please this man best, the other 
that ; and pleasure, if obvious and unsought, is 
never to be neglected by those appointed from 
above to lead us into knowledge. Many will 
readily mount stiles and gates to walk along a 
footpath in a field, Mflpflm the very sight of a bare 
public road would disincline and weaiy ; and yet 
the place whereto they travel WjCs at the end of 
each. Your studies are of a nature unsusceptible 
of much decoration: otherwise it would be my 
duty and my care to warn you against it, not 
merely as idle and unnecessary, but as obstructing 
your intent. The fond of wine arc little fond of 
the sweet or of the new : the fond of learning are 
no fonder of its must than of its dregs. Some- 
thing of the severe hath always been appertaining 
to order and to grace : and the beauty that is not 
too liberal is sought the most ardently and loved 
the longest. The Graces have their zones, and 
cestus. In the writings of the philo- 
sopher arc the frivolities of ornament the most 
ill-placed ; in you would they be particularly, who, 
promising to lay open before us ai^ infinity of 
worlds, should turn aside to display the petals of 
a double pink. 

It is dangerous to have any intercourse or deal- 
ing with si^l authors. They kre as troublesome 
to handle, as easy to discompose, as difhcult to 
pacify, and leave as unpleasant marks on you, as 
small children. Cultivate on the other hand the 
society and friendship of the higher ; first that 
you may learn to reverence them, which of itself 
is both a pleasure and a virtue, and then that on 


proper occasions yon may defrnd them agidnsl 
the malevolent, which is a duty. And this duty 
can not be well and satisfiictorily perfbrmed wit^ 
an imperfect knowledge or with an inadequate 
esteem. Habits of respect to our superiors are 
among the best we can attain, if we bnly remove 
from our bosom the importunate desire of unwo^ 
thy advantages from them. They belong to the 
higher department of justice, and will procure for 
us in due time our portion of it. Beside, 0 
Isaac ! in this affair our humanity is deeply con- 
cerned. Think, how gratifying, how consolatoxy, 
how all-sufficient, are the regards and attentions 
of sqch wise and worthy men, as you, to those 
whom inferior but more powerful ones, some in 
scarlet, some in purple, some (it "may bte) in 
ermine, vilify or neglect. Many are there to whom 
we are now indifferent, or nearly, whom,^if we 
had approached them as we ought to have done, 
we should have cherished, loved, and, honoured. 
Let not this reflection, which on rude find un- 
equal minds may fall without form and features, 
and pass away like the Idlest clSud-shadow, 
lost on you. Old literary men, beside age and 
experience, have another quality in eommon with 
Nestor : they, in the literature of the country, 
praisers of times past, partly from nroroaisuess, 
and partly from custom and conviction. # The illi- 
terate, on the contrary, raise higher than the 
st^eeples, and dresr up in the gaudiest trim, a 
maypole of their own, and dance round it while 
any rag flutters. So tenacious are Englishmen of 
their opinions, that they would rather lose their 
franchises and almost their lives. And this tena- 
city hath not its hold upon letters only, but like- 
wise upon whatever is public. I have witnessed 
it in men guilty of ingratitude, of fraud, of pecu- 
lation, of prevarication, of treachery to friends, of 
insolence to patrons, of misleading of colleagues, 
of abandonment of party, of ronunciatiofi of prin- 
ciples, of arrogance to honester men and wiser, of 
humiliation to strumpets for t^io obtainment of 
place and profit, of every villany in short which 
unfits not only for the honours of f ublic, but 
rejects from the confidence of private life. And, 
there have been people so maddened by faction, 
that they would almost have erected a monument 
to such persons, hoping to spite and irritate their 
adversaries, and unconscious or heedless that the 
inscription must be their own condemnation. 
Those who have acted in this manner will repent 
of it ; but they yrill hatC you for ever if you fore- 
tell them of their repentance. It is not the fact 
iior the consequence, it is tht motive that turns 
and pinches them; and they would think it 
straightforward and natural to cry out against 
you, and a violence and a mala^ to cry out 
agmnst themselves. The praises they havegivtoi 
they will maintain, and more firmly than If they 
were due; as perjurers stick to peijuty more 
hotly than the veracious to truth. Supposing 
there should be any day of your life unoccupied 
by study, there will not be one without an argu- 
menf why parties, literary or political, should be 
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avoided. You are too great to be gregarious; 
and were you to attempt it, the gregarious in a 
mass would tum« their heads against you. The 
greats who enter into public life are disposed at 
last to quit it : re^rmmt with dignity is their 
device : the meaning of which is, retirement with 
as much of the public property as can be amassed 
and carried away. This race of ^eat people is 
very numerous. I want before 1 die to see one or 
two ready to believe, and to act on the*belief, 
that there is as much dignity in retiring soon as 
late, with little as with loads, with quiet minds 
and consciences as with ulcerated or discomposed. 

I have already seen some hundred sectaries of 
that pugnacious pope, who, being reminded that 
Christ commanded Peter to put up his sword, ' 
replied, Yes, when he had cut the ear off.” | 

To ho in right harmony, the soul not only must | 
be never out of time, but must never lose sight ; 
of the themg its Creator’s hand hath noted. | 

Why aie you peeping over your forefinger into j 
those pages neaj^the beginning Qf the volume 1 | 

Newton^ I have omitted the notice of several ! 

Ba/rrow» There are many that require no ob- 
seiyation for peculiarities ; though perhaps there 
is not Qoe^tliat any other man could have written. 

Newtonsl had something more, sir, to say . . | 
or rather . , I had something more, sir, to ask . 
about Friendship. • * 

Barrow, All men, but the studious above all, 
must beware An the formation of it. Advice or 
caution on this subject comes immaturely and 
ungracefully from the young, exhibiting a proof 
either of temerity or suspicion : but when you 
hear it from a man of my age, who has been sin- 
gularly fortunate in the past, and foresees the 
same felicity in those springing up before him, 
you may accept it as the direction of a calm 
observer, telling you all he has remarked, on the 
greater part of a road which he has nearly gone 
through, and which* you have but just entered. 
Never take into your confidence, or admit often 
into your company, any man who does not know, 
o^i some important subject, more t^n you do. 
Be his rank, be his virtues, what they may, he 
will be a hindrance to your pursuits, and an ob- 
struction to your greatness. If indeed the great- 
ness were such as courts can bestow, and such ns 
can be laid on the shoulders of a groom, and 
make him look like the re8% of the company, my 
advice would be misplaced? but since all tran- 
scendent, all true and genuine greatness, must be 
of a man’s own raisiSg, and only on the founda- 
tion that the hand of God has laid, do not let 
any touch it : keep them off civilly, but keep 
them off. Affect no stoicism ; display no indif- 
ference : let their coin pass current ; but do not 
you exchange for it the purer ore you cariy, nor 


thint the milling pays for the alloy. Greatly 
favoured and blest oy Providence will you be, iJf 
you should in your lifetime be known for what 
you Ire: the* contrary, if you should be trans- 
I formed. 

Newton, Better and more decorous would it 
be perhaps, if I filled up your pause with my 
reflections : but you always have permitted me 
I to ask ydu questions ; and now, unless my grati- 
tude misleads me, you invite it. 

I Barrow. Ask me anything ; I ^ill answer it, if 

I I can ; and I will pardon you, as I have often 

done, if you puzzle me, ' 

I Newton. Is it not a difficult and a painful 
thing to repulse, or to receive ungracioudy, the 
advances of friendship 1 

Barrow. It withers the heart, if indeed his 
heart were ever sound who doth it. Love, serve, 
run into danger, venture life, for him who would ‘ 
cherish you : give him everything but your time 
and your glory. Morning recreations, convivial 
meals, evening walks, thoughts, questions, wishes, 
wants, partake with him. Yes, Isaac ! there are 
men born for friendship ; men to whom the culti- 
vation of it is nature, is necessity; as the making 
of honey is to bees. Do not let them suffer for 
the sweets they would gather ; but do not think 
to live upon those sweets. Our corrupted state 
requires robustcr food, or must grow more and 
more unsound. 

Newton. I would yet say something; a few 
words ; on this subject . . or one next to it. 

Barrow. On Expense then : tliat is the next : 
I have given you some warning about it, and 
hardly know what else to wiy. Can not you find 
the place 1 

Newton. I had it under mj^and. If . . that 
is, provided . . your time, sir j . . . 

Barrow. Speak out, man ! Are you in a 
ship of Marccllus under the mirror of Archi- 
medes, that you fume and redden so 1 Cry to 
him that you are his scholar, and went out o:dy 
to parley. 

Newton. Sir! in a word . . oaght a siudious 
man to think of matrimony 1 

Barrow. Painters, poets, mathematicians, never 
ought : other studious men, after reflecting for 
twenty years upon it, ma>. Had I a son of your 
age, I would not leave him in a grazing country. 
Many a man hath been safe among cornj^^^o 
who falls a victim on the grass under an elm. 
There are lightnings very fatal in such places. 

Newton. Supposing me no mathematician, I 
must reflect ^en for twenty years ! 

Barrow. Begin to roflebt on it after the twenty : 
and continue to reflect oi it all the remainder ; 
1 mean at intervalsfMbud quite leisurely. It will 
save to you many prayers, and may suggest to 
you one thanksgiving. 
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THE KING OF 5.VA AND BAO-GONG-FAO. 

King. Who is the slave that, in the posture anciently performed amid the fhneral honours of 
so becoming a mortal, draweth his brow find his Egyptian kings ; being the last and greatest the 
knees together on the pavement of this my heaven, survivors could offer to their defunct zoasteis. 
pointing with the centre of his circumference to They call it in their language a strait^ioaistcoat : 
that cloudier one, of which my brother the Sun and aone are permitted to wear it in the streets, 
is rajah 1 Far is thy servant, 0 mountain of myrrh ! from 

Prime ChcMerlain. Lord of light ! behold the ascribing to himself the desert. It was a token 
created of^thy golden foot, him whom we in our of what the rajah thought due unto thee, 0 oil of 
language ef men do call Rao-Gong Fao. capiphor ! And when I informed him 4hat, in 

King. The Sun our brother permitsi the fender return for this benefit of warmth, your Celestitude 
blade of rice to lift its head under him, after many wished only the restitution of the few cities your 
moons. We likewise, but greater in our clemency, soldiers and counsellors had entrusted to his 
allow the creature of our beneficence to unfold people, and the remission of some lacs rupees, 

* himself by just degrees in the spaae of one hour, which it was thought reasonable to promise them 
Meanwhile let him answer the words of wisdom, because they cried for the same, he overjoyed.* 
as they flow from the imperturbable fountain of King. What lacs 1 what rupees ? I never heard 
eternal truth. about tiiem. ^ 

Eao Oong-Fao! Kuo. Tortoise of adamant Earth-sustaiiier 1 

Kao. Tiger-crushing elephant ! crocodile of chry- When the natives of the two islets, together with 
Bolitc ' river of milk and honey ! some vagabonds they bad collected from certain 

Kltig. In our condescension of majesty, we plains near the Ganges, lost themselves inciOur 
command thee to leave untold, at present, the country, they wore constrained by hui^ger to take 
remainder of the seven thousand names, where- several necessaries of life from the sUves of your 
>vith the languages of tlic universal earth, having Divine Majesty. The said slaves were angry, and 
exhausted tbornsclves, would enrich us. called some soWiers to their aid, and disturbance 

Rao-Goiig-Fao ! ensued, in which a soldier of the Celestial empire 

Kao, The dust obeys the wind. wis slain, and three wounded. The servants of 

King. Answer thou the questions of our all- your Divine Majesty then sent other soldiers 
searching Intelligence. against them, with orders to bring them into 

Hath our slave, the rajah of those two little your serene presence, or at least as far as the first 
islets drawn by white bears, accepted our condi- court. They, hearing of this order, were coming 
tionsl or must our indignation, submerge forward in great haste and perturbation. But 
him and his islets and his white bears, throwing certain wise generals then bethought themselves 
one of our jewels at them ? that these unbelievers, in their ignorance of 

Kao. Have mercy ! Forbear yet a little while, polished customs, might peradventurc be incon- 
0 right hand of Omnipotence ! Let neither a venient and indecorous ; and chose rather to pro- 
jewel from thy armlet plunge him into the abyss, vide for their necessities with a few pieces of silver 
nor an irresistible ray from thy incensed eye to each man, and a few cities to lodge them in. 
transfix him. Verily he hath heard reason ajul The cannon was left on the walls, %ith plenty of 
truth. He hath accepted thy gifts, 0 disposer of powder and shot, that they might defend thfm- 
empirc 1 When I informed him that, in consi- selves against the jackals and hyenas, when no 
deration of the cold wherewith his people are longer under the protection of your Celestial 
afflicted, my king consented to use his interest army. It is wonderful how this plain simple 
with his brother, not only not to withhold his story was changed in the country of the ungodly. 
Uirht, but to increase it ; and would graciously The rajah of the two isles was undeceived by me^ 
a whole pove of high trees to be levelled finally he was persuaded that your Divine Majesty 
with the earth, in order that they might not inter- had acted wk-h no olher feeling than that of hos- 
cept his warmth from the two bear-borne islets of pitality ; and he displayed as serene a countenance 
the western sea, he appeared muchcratified. And as if it had been irradiallhd by a beam of light 
whereas the noblest of his people wear a garter from your Divine Majest/s. 
on the outside of thatrdress winch covers the knee, King. Show me a copy of the orders he gave, 

while others can only wetuv^it on the inside, the . for the remission of the money his servants would 
rijah gave orders that one should be drawn I obtain from mine. 

closely round me, higher than any man present j Rao. Unapproachable Excelsitude I He told 
ever wore it ; and that it should surround not my i mec,he did not interfere in the qnarrds of his 
knee nor my buttock, but my whole body and 1 servants. 

anus together, with many folds ; not unlike the KiTig. He said it before : I pard o n ed 
ceremony which the Persian and Arabian poets, Proceed. 

If our lc|jpimed men understand them, relate as Kcu), He was happy to hear from me, that you? 
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DiTine Majesty had considered the cessions of 
every kind, both in towns and silver, as gifts of 
hospitality ; and he called three Gods to witness ; 
who however refused to come . . . 

Ki'ihg, Then it is a trick. Why did not he 
bring them by main force i 

Boo. 0 Lamp blazing with sandal-wood ! their 
priests came for them, with their shirts over their 
coats, and bearing on their heads the last offer’ 
ings ; being the whitest flour, sprinkled into the 
hair of cattle, and kept from blowing away by the 
purest liquefied butter and the choicest fat of 
animals. They had likewise round their legs 
certain Hlght silken bands, mysteriously dipped 
in wine ; and in their shoes were buckles, of a 
metal not unlike silver; mystical types of con- 
stancy and firmness. Nor is there an instance, 
once in a year, of these holy men breaking their 
words and promises, from the time they put on 
^hese buckles#to the time they take the same ofi' 
•igain. If they swear to anything in them, unless 
it bo that they r^ver v^ill conseqt to be placed 
above the other priests, they hardly ever violate 
the oath. On this one occasion they violate it ; 
chiefly to make the other priests merry with 
them^ and to teach them to do likev isc, on the 
like occasiop.* 

WeM, but what advantage, what security, 
dost thou bring me'i what were the priests to 
answer for the rajah 1 • 

Bao. Pagod of holiness ! He declared, and 
they declared fer him, as seeing into his heart, 
that he hoped to be the imitator of your Divine 
Majesty, whenever an equal number of guests 
from your Celestial dominions should honour him 
with such a friendly visit in his island. 

Bmg. Son of a dog ! did he say thisi 
Bao. Lightning of destruction ! thus spake the 
rajah, son of a dog. 

Xing. Plang Sarabang Quang ! 

Flang. Sublimity! 

King. Count out the money. The children of 
the White Bear understand and talk peguese. 
Rao-Qong-F!lo I 

M<w. Heart of emerald in diamond case ! 

King. Lift up thy last two fingps from the 
fjarth 1 

Bao. The lord of life hath spoken. 

King. I have heard that in the two bear-borne 
islets ^ere are no bamboos. What houses then 
can there be ^ have the peop any 1 
Bao. Numerous, numerousfnumeis^uH, 0 whirl- 
wind of might ! They have cities larger than ours. 

King, l^d out thaf slave ; scourge him and 
slit his tongue for lying, Flang Sarabang Quang ! 

Flang. Sun of truth! may the voice of grey 
hairs be heard ) 

King. Let us hear it, 

Flang. Omnipresent I let men lie. 

King. How 1 to me t Art thou too, 0 Pl|ng 
Sarabang Quang, come from that islet, where the 
first slave became the first for lying to his rajah, 
and betraying his colleague 1 This we have heard 
of old ; but the rajah wanted him to lie to other 
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rajahB,^and found in his whole dominions no other 
slave so capable. Let Bao-Gong-Fao lie ; since 
such is the voice of grey hairs : but lei him not 
lie untfi me, untif commanded. Lovest (liou not 
truth, 0 Flang Sarabang Quang ? 

Flang. Steel-piercing questioner of prostrate 
souls! damaged. When I was a youth I loved 
that thing and some others, and found they did 
me little gipod. Truth, both in seasons of quiet 
and of disturbance, raiseth men’s anger. ( )ne 
speaks truth to another, and both grow hot; even 
the silent, Avhose lungs have not laboured. The 
rajah or king hearcth of it, and he growolth hotter 
[ still. They two boil on two sides ; he ip the cen- 
tre ; Wit all boil and foam and bTibhle, and fume 
I away the good that is hi them. Now, though I 
I have heard lies these sixty-five years, I have 
I always found them productive of coiuplaceiicy. 

, Some of them w«re malignant; yet the malignancy 
I was for the absent ; and, sui)pt>sing he hcai*d of it 
: afterward, only one could he annoyed where fifty 
were gratified. If there is a man in the Celestial 
Empire who will lay his liaiid upon his breast, 
and declare in the presence of our (lods that he 
hath derived more pleasure from truth than fnnu 
lies, then let Rao-Goiig-Fao be thrown on his 
belly, and let his back be channelled for a 
bamboo-bed. 

Khuf. Thou speakest unprofitably, O Flang 
, Sarabang Quang ! 

Lies are good only for good govermneni, and 
. are sacred things. Wo coin, but punish coiners. 

I desire to hear from 1113 ^ sla\e Rao-Gong Fao 
the truth only, and the (ruth plainly’, and the truth 
, full}^ Swear to me, 0 Ihn^-Gong-Fao, that no 
; other word shall escape thy lips in my presence. 

; Riw. By the great pearl, gloi^'s^f pearls, greatest 
(if the live on whieli live worlds repose at <110 
j extremity of the gWden foot, nnikiiig all other 
' pearls hide their varying and trembling lustre in 
I the <*paquc jcll^’' of fishes, and making even the 
I briginer-t of diamonds take refuge in the rocks 
before it, 1, Rao-Gong-Fao, will sperk the tn:th 
only, and the truth plainly, and the truth iudy. 

King. Of what malcrials do these poor crea- 
tures of the islets build their houses Answer 
me, as fountain at once and recipient of wisdom, 
and mingle not my glorio'is in thy relation 
of them. 

Bao. The worm carrieth not his slime into the 
blossom of beauty and bliss. ^ 

The inhabitants of the greater islet, 0 King, 
construct their habitations of dust and chaff'. 

Ki/fg. LikerfHfvallows-nests 1 
Bao. Not in form, 0 King, exteriorly or inte- 
riorly. Indeed they seem to display some intelli- 
gence and aptitude atpimitation in their dwellings. 
King. I would hear more. Hast thou collected 
anything about the smaller islet 'I 
Bao. Thy slave hath learnt, 0 King, the 
houses in certain parts of it are not dissimilar : 
but generally they are low, and built of another 
kind of dust, totally without chaff*, which those in 
easy circumstances live upon. ^ 
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King, VcyagerB have related that eVen the 
royal palace ia unvarniBhed oa the outaldei and 
not very bright within ; and that the holM in the 
wall are filled up with pieces of mirror ; to hint 
that you must not examine them, but look to the 
flaws in yourself. 

llcio. I believe it : and although the people are 
yiol(Uit, they are capable of reflection, and of re- 
ceiving such a lesson in the palace of* the rajah. 
He himself hath" much prudence, and more 
courtesy. When he received me at his residence, 
he was cautious to fasten a star against his breast ; 
unwilliiig to show anything that could be mis- 
taken foi a sut\. out of respect and homage to the 
glorious prince who sent me, resplendent arbiter 
of the Celestial Empire. 

Kirig. He did well. 

Rao. The .streets of London, his chief city, were 
mostly narrow and crooked and* painted black, 
but without varnish. This colour, worn likewise ^ 
by the priests, is in honour of a certain deity they i 
call the devil, in whose service the English arc | 
very much employed. The greater part of the 
day they are doing whatever they can devise as 
most agreeable to him : toward the evening they 
call their servants together, and make them cry 
and sing and kneel and jump up again, and in- 
voke another deity, in various tones of voice, to 
drive their old iavourite away! They are very 
fond of these single combats, and often imitate 
them in the streets. 

King. It would be humane to instruct them 
better by means of missionaries. 

Rao. Their priests fancy they can instruct ours. 

King, irnilluminated by the reflection of light 
from the golden foot, a priest who fancies he can 
teach another {finest, is the more ignorant and 
stdpid of the two. 

It is diflicult to believe that all the streets in a 
city, or even all the temples, arc dedicated to a 
couple of deities. 

Rao. The temples bear the names of diflhreut 
ones, but nevertheless are dedicated to the service 
of two only : the others seem to he merely called 
as witnesses to the contest ; or rather, as spectators 
of the games instituted -in honour of the great 
competitors. 1 entered one, ^sembling a room 
in a tavern, where it was announced that the 
devil’s old master had come up at last and gained 
^^cat victory over him. Would your Celestitude 
l^icve it ! the whole company wept. The report 
gained ground, and manifested itself throughout 
the city. The new houses were not painted black; 
several of the new temples wcjcj not : beside, I ' 
found some of the priests in a street to which the i 
king has given his own name, and where he keeps 
wives fpr them, and eduo^Ves young priestesses ; 
and neither these nor the priests wore black out- ' 
wardly, although one of the females retained a ' 
ting^ of it about her, made with some unguent, 
just for appearance, if she should be examined in 
private. I found the priests better men than | 
those who wept in the other place : for they 
laughe^, and seemed heartily glad. One of them. 


who lent me a young priesteai for a wife, on my 
paying her mother a few pleoes of gold, assured 
me' that the new streets were built wider since 
the last earthquake; that the houses which I 
imagined were covered with blue paper, were 
roofed in fact ^th a material not unlike stone 
in substance, although of incredible lightness. 
Still I am of opinion that, in despite of precau- 
tions, if two or three of these houses firil on any 
very young or very old person, it might harm 
and even lame him. My guide took up a portion 
of one, called a hrickf and pulverised it between 
his fingers, and blew it into the air. Even this 
did not satisfy me : it only proved that if the 
street, in falling, crippled nobody, it might blind 
fifty: and this might happen to strong men in 
common with weak ones. 

King. Have they any animals amopg them? 
any swine, dogs, oxen, horses, elephants? 

Rao. Surely such a number of horses doth noC 
exist in the remainder of the world ae in the city 
of London. J have seen six^ carrying one old 
woman, who had more years than pounds weight. 
Agriculture is in such high esteem in this nation, 
that a waggoner is next in honour to a nyah. 
Not only is he privileged to wear a long robe in 
I public, and to carry a sceptre of sei ep oibits, but 
he alone, like the rqjah, hath a rig^t to harness 
eight horses to his vehicle. 

Sheep, oxen, « and swine, I have seen in country 
places, hut 1 winked and dissembled that 1 saw 
them. Whether the island contains many, is 
. among the mysteries of state. I often heard it 
' affirmed : but my best friends wore unwilling to 
clear up my doubts upon it. A dealer in tea, very 
! rich, one of the lords of Hindostan, desired me to 
I ask him the question no more : even he was fear- 
ful of punishmeut. Perhaps I might never have 
known, 0 Celestitude, that there are elephants in 
this land, if I had not been accidentally in a street 
where a fire broke out. Several of the creatures 
were brought forth from ‘sacred inclosures, all 
under wooden covers ; and marvellous was it to 
behold them casting up whole fouhtains of water, 
not only against the walls, but even upon^he 
roof. The English have the art of making their 
trunks grow for this purpose, to a length surpass- 
ing belief. With what patience did the creatures 
suffer themselves to be mounted and drenched 
and directed ! and how unmoved they appeared 
in the midst of an innumerable multitude, shout- 
ing and shaving, \lnd under incessant flakes of 
fire falling round them ! 1 was afhiid to ask any 
questions about them, Seeing that Englishmen 
are unmlling to let strangers know the numbei: 
they possess of them : for they are in the g^reatest 
dread of their enemy called the French, having 
lately j^eaten him. 

King. How is this? what absurdity art thou talk- 
ix^? afraid of him became they have beaten him ! 

i?ao. 0 king ! conqueror of* nations ! golden- 
footed ! golden-eyed ! shaker sf thrones! the West 
differeth from the East . . but not so much as the 
men differ in them. The Endish are never afhdd 
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of Miemias ItaTe not beaten : the moment 
they bare beaten them^ they go bareheaded, and 
fiust, and pray, and implore permisaion to liire 
quietly another year : which lnyour they rarely 
^tain before they have given back all they won, 
and sworn before three or four gods of good faith 
that they will be peaceable in fdture. After which 
ceremony they entreat their enemies to feel if 
they have any coin in their pockets, and, if they 
have, to take it out, and then to tie their hands 
behind them for a season. 

King, Nobody would tell me this until now. 

Elang Sarabang Quang ! 

Flanff, Sublimity ! « 

King, Count not out the money. He who 
oried, " Count out the money,” was an evil spirit : 
it was not thy r^jah. 

Bao-Gk>ng-Fao I 

Kao, Celestiality ! 

* King. Rise to within fourteen inches and ono- 
third of thy natural and utmost highth. 

Kao. The atou^ ascends from the chariot-wheel 
of Omnipotence, and twinkles in his light, and 
begins to take its form under the eye of its 
Creator. • 

ISing, Is there any probability of the English 
engaging m Var again speedily 1 

Kax). No^against the French ; whom they beat 
so severely for imposing a rajah on some king- 
dom near, that, to make them^ amends and to 
koep them good-humoured, they are permitting 
and encouraging them to impose another, who 
had attempted to poison his father, on failing to 
dethrone him. The people made him swear that 
ho would not impale them, nor roast them alive, 
nor hang any but those who had fought for him 
and saved his head from the axe. But having 
hung all these he began hanging the rest. 

King, Why did they make him swear thent 
they deserved it. 

Kao, So said the French, 0 nyah! scale ofj 
Equity! and the Ehglish owned for once that 
the French spake truly ; and, having seen their 
error in driving them away, together with the 
mdlder nyah, who had forbidden his cooks to 
roast men alive, they now assist them heartily in 
replacing the parricide, whose first royal ordinance 
was, ** Let my cooks preach salvation and roast 
men alive.” Upon which, great numbers of cooks, 
"vho dwell together, and pos5 k-s a great part of 
the kingdom, came forth l^om their cells, and 
patted on the face the people they met, and said 
** God be with you !” wd cut their throats in the 
most tender way, ana left them. This they did 
when they found only few : but when there were 
enough to pay the value of the faggots, they I 
roasted them alive with great jubilee, according to j 
the royal ordinance. Many poor wretches cried 
out to the English for protection, and begged at 
least S knife or a ou^el to frighten the <.woks 
away ; but the French declared that if the English 
lent any aseistance, in* violation of royalty and 
religion, the;;^ would run before them again o](er 
^ snowy mountains and break their £at hearts, i 


AND KAO-GONO-FAO. 

j The English fought before to drive out the French 
from countiy, thinking that the possession 
of it would make^them too powerful, and feeling 
the ix\}\iry such* possession did their commerce. 
If ever they fight again, it will be to keep them 
I in : for it is a maxim of state among them, that 
' it is a filly to fight twice for the same thing. The 
I French exclude their ships and supplant their 
I merchandwc : so that I see no chance of a war 
I between them : but I descry it in another quarter, 
j King, Speak on, 0 Rao-Oong-Fao ! Thou hast 

* much wisdom. Speak, and spare nbt. 

Kao. 0 hooded-Borpent among ngahs it striking 
in silence ! insinuator of death and disiiolution to 
whosoever crosses thy path ! tie English have 
ever been so dearly beloved by their sisters, that 
at last they will hang them in their garters. 

King. Their sisters ! bang them in their gar- 
ters! for loving them ! 

Kao. The same policy, 0 wonderful I reigns 
here among them, as guides them against their 
enemy the French. They fear those they have 
beaten ; and hate mortally those who caress and 
help them. Those who are called their sisters, 
from their vicinity and affection, are not all 
women. They are the inhabitants, both male and 
female, of that other islet called Sister : though 
! Britain is never called sister nor brother, nor any 
such name, having in truth but little right to it. 

! King. Will the white bears that drag the islets 
i from one place to another, stand still while the 
j people fight and quarrel 1 

Kao. Dispenser of wisdom! palm-tree of the 
Genii ! No white bears drag either. 

King. Away with him ! away with him ! What 
benefit can I expect from the mouth of Infidelity! 
what blessing, unless 1 close 

• Flang Sarabang Quang ! 

Flang. Sublimit/! 

King. Hearest thou this ! 

Flang. Thy servant heareth. 

King. And thine eyes rest within thyhesd? 
and thy mouth becometh not as the mouth of a 
well, with wonder ! 

Mang. Sublimity! My eyes rest Aithin my 
head, and my mouth becometh not as the mouth 
of a well, with wonder ; forabmuch as the white 
bears may have died by \ isitation of a god. 
He may have been wroth with the wicked people 
for molesting us, and may have smitten the white 
bears. If Rao-Gong-Fao had said, that theHfsiets 
were never home about by them, I should be the 
first to recommend that he be stoned to death, to 
avert the angsr of God both from us and him. 
For we have it plain and unequivocal in the 
books composed by the prophet, entitled * The 
Manifestations wj^ch likewise teach us how 
many wings and eyes each bear hath, smd what 
strength and comeliness. 

King. I myself have perused that sacred book, 
with ineffable delight. It hath foretold me every 
event of my reign, and in particular the effect of 
emetics and cathartics, and will foretell everything 
that must happen on earth, until the ^reat tor- 
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toifle^ which Auppcr tB it, ciih^b hiV Bheli. This ako I many pricked them, when th^ saw their aneknt 
it hath foretold. ' gods grinning from the walls at them. By degrees 

Rao-Gk)ng-Fao ! ri into gecond life. Opfn thy they plucked up courage, and grew as angry as 
lips again, and speak. What hwt thou learnt the gods were, and brought buckets of lime into 
cf the new cause of trouble between the islets? the temples, and whitened the paintings. The 
Hao, They do not worship the same Gods. principal change in the religion is the transfer of 
King. Could not they let the gods, \mo are property : the principal di&rence in the priests 
stronger than they are, fight it out among themselves is, the old juggler’s priests declare and 
themselves? * * swear that theyefo eat God, and will Oat him to 

Uao. The gods, I understand^, and particularly their ’dying day. The new jugglers keep not so 
the inferior ores, have lost a good deal of blood constantly to one story : sometimes they say that 
r.l ready, j^nd would fain lie still awhile. But they do eat God verily and indeed; sometimes 
I here is tin old man in a jungle, several days’ not quite verily nor quite indeed, but quasi verily 
voyage froin both islands, whom they call, .after and' qua^ indeed; a word borrowed from the 
his residence, they ?/??(//(?• or If any man primitive language of the old juggler. And, if 
prays to any god, without first asking his leave you press them hard, and ask Do you tr do you 
and paying for it, he curses him member by not?” they tell you their church is liberal, and 
member, and orders his priests to curse him, and you may go and be damned. ** 

forbids all persons to give him a mouthful of King. What means that? 

grain or root or cold water, or even to lend him Hao. The most favourite term inwall the reli- 

a spark of fire from his pipe. The inhabitants of gions of the west. Thby agree in nothing hut in 
Hid r do not listen to any priest without a certi- , damning one another. I havc'kmiwn even the 
ficate from the juggler, that he is able to make common people of London ejaculate the sacred 
a god and cat him in a moment : for the inhabit- 1 word in the streets, without a chi^rch near them, 
ants of Hidrr hear a great respect to those who ' and even when they seemed very far from any 
eat. and drink heartily, and an equal contempt for religious feeling. 

every other kind of ability. It is not requisite King. T would not make a moven^ht until I 
t hat the juggler shoiil<l see the noAiciatewho is had ascertained the point in dispute between the 
to hocoTYie a ])ricsl, or slionhl know anything islanders, and the chances of reconciliation, 
about him; it is only needful that he slionld Bao. The old man of the jungle, 0 meter^out 
receive his vows of ohedioiice, ami his ])rol,csta ^ of wisdom and inspirer of concord ! will never let 
tion that he hoi loves the jngglor to derive his j that he: and the rajah of Britain** says he utta 
autliority from Ood liimsolf, tlirough an uiihrokcn learnt his part, and is as good ajiiggler as the old 
si!C(‘cssiou of jugglers, and to possess God’s own man. vVt which Sifiter is exasperated, and calls 
■■]'5r|t. ! him impious and accursed. She reminds him 

King. How hcliove this? , tliat his ancestors believed in the -divinity of the 

AV/o, All I Kings by (higrees, 0 sharry Firma- [old juggler, and that the people of Britain never 
ment ' First, he is tunghj, (hat grain is meat killed so many of their enemies as Avhon they 
and secondly that Tuoat is God ; find thirdly that j wore under his guidance; and when he consc- 
to cat a fish is piety; and fourthlythat to cat a crated their standards, and blessed and poisoned 
monkey or goat is ini]nety ; and fifthly that to | iheir arms. She demands thfit a eertain number 
n,l. God himself is the hcsl sendee his creatures of her inhabitants may wear tlieir hats, boots, and 
can render him. After these }>reliminarics, it is great-coals, in winter and summer, and sit down, 
not very far nor very difficult to believe tliat a ' aitd wdiistle, and hiss, and hoot, and cry “Hear 
jug.id-'r’s spirit is a divine one. ; him, hear him” and “ Question, question,” in tfie 

King. Blindness ' blindness ! Cat eh me twenty ' same large hall ' where the sugar-boilers and 
<‘r fhii l y of my clevcrcsf, priests, hind them hand ’ money-changers of England meet to discuss their 
an ! foot, end scud tiicni out mis iouarics of truth j interests, and to divide among themselves the 
to Gie henlghfed. 'people’s money. He declares he does not mind 

»-J%.^thc <lifl’crcnce liclAveen the two islets old or ! the people’s money, nor regard the interruption 
rccenr? ! and unfitness ; but he fears they will propose to 

Bao. A little while ago the inhabitants of both ' transmit a portion of his subsidies to the old jug- 
Avorshipped the juggler equally. Something, in > gler, and obey him in as ho lists. Ho 

which a woman and a sum of money w'erc con- 1 consents that, if they will swear to have in ftiture 
cerued, made a former king of Britain quarrel no dealings whatever with the old juggler, he the 
Avith the old man, or pretend to quarrel ; and he rajah will be graciously pleased to let them wear 
seized up in all the lands afiu temples, and upon hats, boots, and great-coats, in winter and sum- 
all the cattle and precious metals appertaining mor, in the said hall ; and sit down and whistle 
to them ; and he swore he Avould be juggler in his and hiss and hoot, and cry ^‘^Hear him, hcai 
owm kin^om. The old juggler’s priests went him*' and Question, question;" and that fur- 
over to his side, having mu<‘h veneration for their thermore he Avill authorise them, in common 
hinds and temples, and opened many hooks with the English of the said hall,,, to call each 
demonstrating that they should do it, the same otli.3r one name more than their own. 
being foretold. Nevertheless the consciences of On their part they protest that, even if they 
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«wt)ar an oath^ it ahall be an oath no lon^^er when 
the old juggler says it shall not be bne : that 
they have sworn to him : that, supposing they 
had not, their fathers and mothers had for them; 
and that they can not but believe what their 
Xmrents said they should, the very day of their 
birth, though it were that a horse-shoe is a sheep’s 
head, or a sow’s bristle the crest of a turkey-cock. 
This is thought the strongest of their arguments, 

resting on the common faith of both natifjns. 

King, The question is, 1 perceive, whether the 
priesthood of the old juggler or that of the rajah, 
«>haU possess power and ^vcalth. 

I am minded to despatch tJioe again, 0 Kfeo- 
(hmg-Pao, with a letter of advice to my tributary 
the king of the islets. 

Flang Sarabaiig Quaug I 

FlarOf. Serenity ! 

King. Incline thy back, and gather up the 
’ciueraids : tlley are these. 

My child ! rajah of the two islets of the west, 
Britain and Sister I my peace aud protection he 
with thee ! 

Wishing to compose the differences that have 
existed for several moons between thee and iS'w^cr, 
ray^yes never rested until this deAv of wisdom fell 
from m,f beafn. 

M y chlld^ Let the children of Sister wear hats, 
boot,s, great-coats, winter aud sumni<;r, in the 


great chamber : let them sit down, and whisiie, 
and hiss, and hoot, aud cry ^'Hear him, hear 
him ” |md ** Question, question, ” and do therein 
whatever else fheh nature needs, aud let them 
have one name more than their own, as have the 
money-changers and sugar-boilers. Be not an- 
gered, iay child, if the children of Sister do appeal 
to the juggler as formerly, and believe in him, 
and worship him. One previous step is alone 
necessary to their admission into the great cham- 
ber. Take thou,*0 rajah my child J all the lands 
and other riches belonging to the temnles. No 
appeals will ever afterward be carriedrinto the 
I jungly : for the old juggler wouU drivS away any 
who brought him one, and would call it a 
i mockery ; and the priests of the two faotiona, 

I now ready to tear "each other’s eyes and tongues 
out, will slink aw'ay when they meet, and not 
look one anotlfbr in the face. 

llao-Gong-Fao ! 

Kao. Mine of wealth, terrestrial and celestial ! 

King. Tell my son that the money thus raised 
i is most sacred and most fortunate ; and tliat 1 
devote it, with my prayers aud vigils, to his sole 
service, in place of those sordid cowric.s and 
accursed rui)ecs, which uiiliolyand violent men 
- have touched, and which they would have per- 
i suaded me (who have no such mischievous intent) 

' to pour into his treasury. 


PHOTO ZAVELLAS AND KAIDO. 


Kaido. Photo ! we meet, in sorrow . 

Zaveilas. In sorrow luy belovtid si.ster, Ijave we 
<»fteu parted ; for often have wo lamented the 
death of those who followed u.s, viud who bcl levied 
oil the word we gave them that the Ood of battles 
would protect the just : but never until now did 
cither hear from the other the language of Uu- 
.'•’pond(-ucy. Tell me, ICaido, what is there that 
hangs al)()ut thy hnai\ so heavily, and will not fall 
from it between us two ? 

Kaido. Wh*en I remember how^ much you have 
siiifercd, 0 my brother ! first from a perfidious 
enemy, and latterly from an ungrateful country. . . 

Zavtllus. Cease, my sister! One of these things 
alone should be remembered. 

Kaido. Let me return then home. I see, what 
indeed I saw as clearly ere I < me, your righteous 
indignation. ILwi only thj arcons entreated 
me to undertake the mission, I •hould have 
doubted more and hesitated longer. 

Zavellas. Who then ?ent thee on a way so be.set 
with dangers? 

Kaido. Mosko, the tender wife, the timid 
mother; she whoso generous fears would never 
let her leave your side in battle, nor now unclasp 
the son so late recovered. Slic tells you again 
through me to return to Ali Bey; to passsbhe 
prison of the many who have fought around you ; 
and to ask admittance at the door wherein your 
youngest child was kept three whole years aw%y 
from you. 


ZaveUcui. For what ? 

Kaido. Well may you inquire it. The house 
of our fathers is sunk in allies. On my road 
hither T stept over the rciunaifls of the beams, 
aud among the rude stone images, their supporters, 
blacked but iucorrdpl/ible. No man hath ven- 
tured to appropriate or remove them : tlicre they 
lie, as they lay the sad morning when your hand 
set fire to the roof. 

0 Ruli! 0 my country ! n^vor shtaJu mv tears 
have fallen upon this calamity : a worse now 
threatens thee : the powerful, the, magnanimous, 
abandon and betray thee. 

Zavellas. A worse indeed ! 

Kaido. Nay, a w< rsc y ‘ 

Zavdlas, There can not be. 

Kaido. There is. 

Zavellas. Threatening us ? 

Kaido. Befalling us. Gold hath entered oui 
walls. 

Zavellas. TiMn it entered through other aper- 
tures than the mansion of Zavellas. 

Kaido. Some comfort in our adversity ! 

Za/vellas. A great UruI lasting one. ^ 

Kaido. Thougli it has brought with it &tal 
counsels. 

Zavdlas. Fatal they are indeed to those who 
forfeit the esteem, and grievous to those who lose 
the fellowship, of the Botzari. Noti and Sitzo, 
who follow the steps of Markos, how grand aro 
they ! Usually it happens in men as pUmti^ 
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Illy Kaldo : whdro ono bloaRom is remarkaMe for 
its ftilnesa and its beauty, those beside it are hol- 
low or ainallf Two great brothers were too much 
even for &ble, when fable went down lowei^than 
the gods. Here are two ; of whom either may 
contend with the heroes of antiquity, such as our 
country alone hath given birth to. Beli|€ that 
the high capacious soul of these brethren will 
watch and sustain me from a distance,. is dearer 
to me than to link my hand in theirs. But who is 
be that should dare to hope it 1 < Who shall stand 
with them nexlc to Liberty, next to Greece? 

Kaido.fli only tl e thought of such as these 
dwelt with us, we might bear intense evil 
pal-iently. ‘ * 

Zavellas. Sad indeed is it to consider how much 
of mischief can a few bad men accomplish ; how 
little of good can many better. 

Now tell me, Kaido, what hast thou heard 
disquieting ? 

Kaido. Heard I not, 0 Photo ! the speech of 
thearcons ? Did they not conjure you, in the 
name of our country, to leave it ! to accept the 
conditions of Ali Tebelen I to rely on his faith ! 
the faith of a traitor ! a murderer ! an em- 
poisoner ! 

Zavellas, Thou hast remarked something 
since; for that only raised thy. scorn, and thou 
wast silbnt. 

Kaido, Saw I not, amid the conflict of my woe 
and of my exultation, saw I not (and shall I for- 
get it 1) Photo Zavellas throw his arms around the 
necks of those elders, entreating them never more 
to think of him but in their orisons, never more to 
trust the enemy after this peace-oflTering ! 

Zavellas. If I, undistinguished as I am and 
destitute of exp^L^nce, could lay a charge so 
weighty on such authoritative men, how much, 
greater right have they to dejnand from me the 
execution of their designs? 

Kaido. Brother ! what I undertook to do, I 
have done ; nor dare I attempt to dissuade you. 
I came not, 0 Photo ! to remind you that you 
are banished by them who received at your hand 
their deliverance and existence ; that your chil- 
dren through them have no father’s roof to shelter, 
no father’s eye to watch over them. This however 
I will announce to you . . for the blood of our 
parents cries out on me to say it . . and do not 
reprove me. Photo, though it should shake your 
purpi^^e : if I am guilty of duplicity your danger 
makes me so. 

Zavellas. Thou faulterest : faulter still. Thou 
tremblest : and I do not bid thee ^ot to tremble. 
Peace! silence I tell me nothing. What canst 
thou teach me of Ali Tebelen which the least sus- 
picious might not suspect ? -Sister I it is not this 
embrace that ought to assure thee I neither am 
stem toward thee nor insensible of thy love : my 
determination itself, which thou wouldst remove, 
should prove it ; for on that rests the glory of our 
father’s house. Couldst thou endure to find the 
voices in the street drop lower at thy approach ; 
mirth become gloom ; and hearty laughter hollow 


brittlenfiBi^ cracked in the niidfBe 
gUmce? And what sounds, thinkeat thou, will 
avenge this silence ? I will tell thee : th^ m 
these. *'The courage of Photo was a traitor's ; 
his humility a slave's.'* ' 

The vezy thought, in my horror, inakec ^kuig 
to me virtues which perhaps belong llbtio me* 
Of thou hast done wrong already : then ^ m 
made me prize myself f Leave me my t|iie worth ; 
leave me my own : let me be and be known to be 
what I am I 

Kaido, Forgive me f forgive me 1 do not trust 
All Tebelen. ^ 

ZaveUaa, He hath sworn such perfect esteem 
for me, and hath declared his resolution to cele- 
brate the treaty with such solemnity, that Cither 
the dagger or poison (I foresee) will ratify It. 
Nevertheless there are those in Suli, who ire per- 
suaded that the embassy with which they would 
entrust me, may prolong, if not es^blish their 
freedom. I indeed think differently : ]^ut where 
is now my vote ? What right hath an exiled man 
to offer bis opinion on the publil^ weal ? 

Kaido, Pardon me, 0 my countrymen and my 
countrywomen I if I am less faithful in the charge 
ye have confided to me I I departed with ^ no 
such intent. My brother stands before xpC, safe, 
healthy, free ; can I suffer him to go^^^hnd never 
more to see him, knowing that I never shall, and 
that a word of mine may preserve him to us all I 

Zavellas, Speak not that word, 0 Kaido, if 
reproach must follow it : if, when j)b hath fallen 
from thy Ups, it must stand for ever between thee 
and honour. Life we shall have again ; a God 
hath promised it : beatitude we may or we may 
not: fidelity to our fothers, our children, our 
country, is the grain that holds the germ of it. 
Let us never bo numbered with those who barter 
it, or who believe that Heaven hath imparted to 
man a sounder sustenance. 

Kaido, Ali Tebelen (you know it not, I know 
it to a certainty) hath swonv your death. Now 
go, if any reason upon earth impels you ; if any 
duty calls where none can be available, where 
none can be performed ; go, if you shall beneflt 
your country by giving up to chains and torturW 
the bravest of her defenders. 

Zavellas, This only course lies before me. 

Kaido, Abandon your rainous and untenable 
fortress,* while the way is open and the toils un- 
spread. Provisions must soon fail you, and egress 
he intercepted^ Fight among the hospitable and 
unconquerable of Parga. Their numbers are 
diminished year after yeaii; but the courage of 
every man among them who hath fallen, seems to 
have been portioned out by some guardian angel 
on the thirsting hearts of the rest. Venice casta 
a look of compassion on them; and the Seven 
Isles continually send them succour. Never can 
that day be dreaded, under no sign in the heavens 
is it' marked by destiny, when so valiant and vir- 
tuous a race shall be abandoned. Humbled as 
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m 1^0 foHtbm of her Protectress, the memory of 
her pest eacploits, of her power and of her dignity, 
loeps her epright* WIH she aid in crushii^ the 
^eseiitel w^ the bruised slave at her 

01^ doors? 

ZcmlktSy Ifo nation, 0 Kaldo, is capable of this 
turpitude : none would wish it ; none, wishing it, 
could accomplish it. Bather than bo delivered 
over to the infidel, the Pargans would dig up 
again the bones of their forefathers, carry them 
in their bosoms, and plunge with them from the 
summit of the rooks into the sea. 


m 

I too have a country : if I cannot save her, I 
may at least obey her. The injury I have received 
(but indeed it, should never be called so) only 
raisS my heart the higher. Thanks to them 
who have given me a power, a victory, I could 
not have gained without them. Promise them 
my d\lty. 

Kaido. Prom these arms, then, Gfod receive thee 
into his S 

ZaveUas. Courage! courage! weak lingering 
Kaido ! . . pray fb Him for the souj of Zavollas . 
for the safety of better men. 


EPICURUS*, LEONTION, AND TERNISSA. 


LeonHon* Your situation for a garden, Epicurus, 
is, I think, very badly chosen. 

JSpicurus, Why do you think so, my Leontion? 

LeoTiMom First, because it is more than twenty 
stadia*!* irom the city. 

Bpicurm, C^^iai^y the distance is incon- 
venient, my chiming Mend ! it is rather too far 
off for U8 to be aeen,^d rather too near for us to 
be regretted. • Here however 1 shall build no 
villa, nor anything else, and the longest time we 
can be fie^dked, is from the rising to tne setting 
sun. Nowf pray, your other reason why the spot 
is so ineligible. 

LeorUiem. Because it commaiMe no view of the 
town or of the harbour, unless we mount upon 
that knoll, wlftre we could scarcely stand together, 
for the greater part is occupied by those three 
pinasters, old and horrible as the three Furies. 
Surely you will cut them down. 

JEpicimts. Whatever Leontion commands. To 
me there is this advantage in a place at some dis- 
tance from the city. ]£kving by no means the 
full possession of my fiioulties where 1 hear un- 
welcome and intrusiye voices, or unexpected and 

Cicero was an opponent of Epicurus, yet in his treatise 
On FritndBhip ^e says, ** De qu& Epicurus quidem Ita 
dicit ; omnium rerum quas ad beate vivmdum sapientia 
oofiparaverit, nihil ease majus amioitiS; nihil uberius, 
nihil JuoundluB.** This is oratorical and sententious: 
he goes on, prais&g the founder and the foundation. 
** Neque ver6 hoc oratione eolUm sed m/uUo magU vitd et 
moribuB oomprobavit. Quod quhm magnum sit, fictae 
veterum fabulo) deedarant, In quibus tarn multis tamquo 
▼arils ab ultimS antlquitaiS repetitis, tria vix amfoorum 
paria reperiuntur, ut ad Orestem pervenias profeotus a 
Theseo. At verb Bpiourus unS, S domo. et e& quidem 
angustSy qu4m magnos quantSqt, > amoris conspiratione 
oonsentientes tenuit ami^rum gregea Quod Jit etiam 
nunc ab JBpicurtis,** Ceroin it is, that moderation, for- 
bearance, and what 8t. Paul calls never flourished 

in any sect of philosophy or religion, so perfeotly and so 
long as among the disciples of Bpiourua 

C|ocro adds in anotbei^work, *<l>e sanotitate, jie pietate 
adverstts Decs Ubros so^psit Bpiourus: at qnomodo in 
his loquitur? ut Conmoanium aut Bcnvolam Fontiflees 
Maxines te audire dloas.** ^ 

Seneoa, whose seot was more adverse, thus expresses his 
Opinion : ** Mea quidem istasentenda (et hoc nostrisinvitiB 
popularibns dloam) sancta Bploorum et recta pneoipere, 
0t, ai propius aooesserls, tristla.** ^ 

t Two mUes and a half. 


irregular soundH that excite me involuntarily to 
lifciten, I assemble and arrange my thoughts with 
freedom and T^th pleasure in the fresh air and 
open sky ; and they are more lively and vigorous 
and exuberant when 1 catch them as I walk about, 
and commune with them in silence and seclusion. 

Leontion. It always has appeared to me that 
conversation brings them forth more readily and 
plenteously ; and that the ideas of one person no 
sooner come out than another’s follow them, 
whether from the same side or from the opposite. 

EpiciiTUB. They do: but these are not the 
thoughts we keep for seed : tlvey come up weak 
by coming up close together. In the country the 
mind is soothed and satisfied : here is no restraint 
of motion or of posture. These things, little and 
indifferent as they may seem, are not so ; for the 
best tempers have need of ease and liberty, to 
keep them in right order long enough for the 
purposes of composition; ami many a fro ward 
axiom, many an inhumane thought, hath arisen 
€rom sitting inconveniently, from heai’ing a few 
unpleasant sounds, from the confinement of a 
gloomy chamber, or from the want of symmetry 
in it. We are not aware of this, until we find an 
exemption from it in groves, on piomontorics, or 
along the sea-shore, or wherever else we meet 
Nature fiice to face, undisturbed and olitary. 

Temissa. You would wish us then awa^ '* 

Epicurus. I speak of solitude; you of desolation. 

Temisscu 0 flalterei ! is this philosophy? 

Epicurus. Yes ; if you are a thought the richer 
or a moment the happier for ft. 

Temissa. Write it down then in the next 
volume you intend to publish. ^ 

Leontion. I inteir^ose and controvert it. That 
is not philosophy which serves only for one. 

Epicurus. JkiBt criterion! I will write down 
your sentence instead, and leave mine at the dis- 
cretion of Tomissa. And now, my beautiful 
Temissa, let me hoar ^mr opinion of the situation 
I have chosen. 1 perceive that you too have fixed 
your eyes on the pinasters. 

Temissa. I will tell you in verses ; for I do 
think these are verses, or nearly : 

I hate those treoa that never lose their foliage : 

They seem to have no sympathy with Nature ^ 

Winter and Summer are alike to them. ^ 
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The broad and billowy summits of yon Aon* 
atrous trees, one would imagine, were for] 
the storms to rest upon when they are tired of 
raving* And what bark ! It occurs to *ine, 
Epicurus, that I have rarely seen climbing plants 
attach themselves to tliesc trees, as they do to the 
oak, the maple, the beech, and others. f 

Leonfdon. If your remark be true, perhaps the 
resinous arc not embraced by them so frequently 
because they dislike the odour of the resin, or 
some other property of the juices ; for they too 
have their affections and Antipathies, no less than 
their counCries and their climes. 

Ternissai For sjjame ! what would you with ifiel 

Epicurus. I would not interrupt you while' you 
were speaking, nor while Leontion was replying; 
this is against my rules and prac^tico ; having now 
ended, kiss me, Ternissa ! 

Ternissa. Impudent man ! in the name of 
Pallas, why should I kiss you 1 

Epicurus. Because you expressed hatred. 

Ternissa. Do we kiss when we hate ? 

Epicurus. There is no better end of hating. 
The sentiment should not exist one moment; and 
if the haler gives a kiss on being ordered to do it, 
even to a tree or a atone, that tree or stone 
becomes the monument of a fault extinct. 

Ternissa. I promise you I never will hate a 
tree again. 

Epicurus. 1 told you so. 

Leontion. Nevertheless I suspect, my Ternissa, 
you will often be surprised into it. I was very 
near saying, " I hate these rude square stones ! ” 
Why did you leave them here, Ei)icurii 8 ? 

Epicurus. It is true, they are the greater part 
square, and seem to have been cut out in ancient 
times for plintlrr''!tud columns : they are also 
rude. Eemoving the smaller, that 1 might plant, 
violets and cyclamens and “convolvuluses and 
strawberries, and such other herbs as grow wil- 
lingly in dry places, 1 left a few of tliese for seats, 
a few for tables and for couches. 

Leontion. Delectable couches ! 

Epicurus. Laugh as you may, they will become 
so when they arc covered with moss and ivy, and 
those other two sweet plants, whose names I do 
not remember to have found in any ancient 
treatise, but which I fancy I have heard Theo- 
phrastus call Leontion and Ternissa." 

Ternissa. The bold insidious false creature 1 

Epicurus. What is that volume? may I venture 
to ask, Leontion? Why do you blush ? 

Leontion. I do not blush about it. 

Epicurus. Yon arc offended then, my dear girl. 

Leontion. No, nor offended. I will tell you 
presently what it contains. Account to me first 
for your choice of so strange a place to walk in : 
a broful ridge, the summit and one side barren, 
the other a wood of rose-laurels impossible to 
penetrate* The worst of all is, we can sec nothing 
of the city or the Parthenon, unless from the 
very top. 

Epicurus, The place commands, in my opinion, 
a most ijerfect view. 


LeonMon, Ofwha^pny! 

Epicurus. Of itself; seeming t6 indicate that 
W6, Leontion, who philosophise, should do the 
same. 

Leontion. Go on, go on ) say what you please : 
I will not hate anything yet. Why have you 
tom up by the root all these little mountain ash* 
trees ? This is the season of their beauty : come, 
Ternissa, let us make ourselves necklaces and 
armletr, such as may captivate old Sylvanus and 
Pan ; you shall have your choice. But why have 
you tom them up? 

Epicurus. On the contrary, they were brought 
hither this morning. Sosimenes is spending 
large sums of money on an olive-ground, and has 
uprooted some hundreds of them, of all ages and 
sizes. I shall cover the rougher part of the hill 
with them, setting the clematis and vi^e and 
honey-suckle against them, to unite them, 

Ternissa. 0 what a pleasant thing jt is to walk 
in the green light of the vine-leaves, and to breathe 
the sweet odour of their invisible flowers ! 

Epicurus. The scent of them i 6’'80 delicate that 
it requires a sigh to inhale^ it ; and this, being 
accompanied and followed by enjoyment, renders 
the fragrance so exquisite. Ternissa, it is this, 
iny sweet friend, that made you rememj>cr ihe 
green light of the foliage, and think ^ef the in- 
visible flowers as you would of some blessing 
from heaven. f 

Ternissa. T see feathers flying at certain dis- 
tances just above the middle of the, promontory : 
what can they mean ? 

Epicurus. Can not you imagine them to be 
feathers from the wings of Zethes and Cal'dis, who 
came hither out of Thrace to behold the favourite 
haunts of their mother Orithyeia? From the 
precipice that hangs over the sea a few paces 
from the pinasters, she is reported to have been 
carried off by Boreas ; and these remains of the 
primeval forest have always been held sacred on 
that belief, 

Leontion. The story is an idle one. 

Ternissa. 0 no, Leontion ! the vstory is very 
true. 

Leontion. Indeed ? 

l^emissa. I have heard not only odes, but 
sacred and most ancient hymns upon it ; and the 
voice of Boreas is often audible here, and the 
screams of Orithyeia, • 

Leontion. The feathers then really may belong 
to CalUis and Zethcsi* 

Ternissa,. 1 don’t believe it : tbe winds would 
have carried them away, c 

Leontion. The gods, to manifest their power, 
as they often do by miracles, could as easily fix a 
feather eternally on the most tempestuous pro- 
montory, as the mark of th^ feet upon the 

Ternissa. They could indeed: but "we know 
the one to a certainty, and have no such authority 
for ‘the other. I have seen these pinasters from 
the extremity of the Pirasus, and have heard 
mention of the altar raised to Boreas : where is itf 

^Epicurus. As it stands in the centre of the 
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we cannot see It firoxn hence. There is 
thtfcnJy piece of level ground in the place. 

L^cmtUm, Temissa intends the altar to prove 
•the truth of the story. 

Bpimrua. Temissa is slow to admit that even 
the young can deceive^ much less the old ; the 
gay^ much less the serious. 

Leoniion. It is as wise to moderate our belief 
as oUr desires. 

Bpicurus. Some minds require mu5i belief, 
some thrive oh little. Kather an exuberance of 
it is feminine and beautiful. It acts differently 
on different hearts : it troubles Home, it consoles 
others : in the generous it is the nurse of tender- 
* ness and kindness, of heroism and self-devotion : 
in the ungenerous it fosters pride, impatience of 
contradiction and appeal, and, like some waters, 
whaf it finds a dry stick or hollow straw, it leaves 
a stone. 

Temwfa. We want it chiefly to make the way 
of deaiSi an easy one. 

. Epicurus, Whore is no easy path leading out of 
life, and few are the easy ones that lie within it. 
I would adorn and smoothen the declivity, and 
make my residence as commodious as its situation 
ihxd dimmisions may allow ; but principally, I 
wouli dsJk underfoot the empty fCv^r of death. 

TemiSsa. 0 ! how can you ? 

Bpicurus. By many argij^ents already laid 
down : then by thinking that some perhaps, in 
almost everv age, have been timid and delicate as 
Temissa ; and yet have slept soundly, have felt 
no parent’s or friend’s tear upon their faces, no 
throb against their breasts ; in short, have been 
in the calmest of all possible conditions, while 
those around were in the most deplorable and 
desperate. 

Temissa. It would pain me to die, if it weA 
only at the idea that anyone I lore would grieve 
too much for me. 

Bpicurus, Let ^he loss of our friends be our 
only grief, and the apprehension of displeasing 
them our qply fear. 

LeonUon. No apostrophes i no interjections ! 
•Your argument was unsound; your means 
futile. 

Bpiewrus, Toll me then, whether the liorse of 
a rider on the road should not be spurred forward 
if he started at a sht^dow. 

LeoTUion, Yes. 

Bpicurus, I thought ao^ it would however bo 
better to guide him qi. .etly to it, and to 
show him that it one. Death is less than a 
shadow : it represents nothing, even imperfectly. 

Lemtion. Then at the best what is it 1 why 
caro about it, think about it, or remind us that 
it must beW us 1 Would you take the same 
troubie^when you see my hair entwined with 
ivy, to make me remember that, although the 
leaves are green and pliable, the stem isfragile 
androughiand that before I go to bed I shall 
have many knots and intanglements to extricate 1 
Let me have them ; but let me not hear of item 
until the time is come. 


Bpkmts, ! trould never think of death as an 
embarrassment, but as a blessing. 

How 1 a blessing 1 

Bpicurus, What, if it makes our enemies cease 
to hate us? what, if it makes our friends love us 
the more ? 

Aontion, Us ? According to your doctrine, we 
shall not exist at all. 

Epii}irus. I spoke of that which is consolatory 
while we are^bere, and of that which in plain 
reason ought to render us contented to stay no 
longer. You, Leontion, would make others 
better : and better they certainly yuI be, when 
their hostilities languish in^ii empty field, and 
their rancour is tired with, treading upon dust. 
The generous affections stir about us at the 
dreary hour of death, as the blossoms of the 
Median apjjle swell and diffuse their fragrance in 
the cold. 

Temissa. I caU not hear to think of passing 
the Styx, lest Charon should touch mo : he is so 
old and wilful, so cross and ugly. 

Epicurus. Temissa ! Temissa t I would accom- 
pany you thither, and stand between. Would 
not you too, Leontion ? 

LeonUon. I don’t know. 

Temissa. 0 ! that wc could go together ! 

Leontion. Indeed I 

Temissa. All three, I mean . . I said . . or was 
going to say it, IIow ill-iiaturcd you are, Leon- 
tion ! to misinterpret me ; I could almost ciy. 

Leoniion. Do not, do not, Temissa ! Should 
that tear drop from your eyelash you would look 
less beautiful. 

Epicurus. Whenever I see a tear on a beautiful 
young face, twenty of mint . 5 Jjn to meet it. If 
it is well to conquer a world, it is better to con- 
quer two. 9 

Temissa. That is what Alexander of Macedon 
wept because he could not accomplish. 

Epicurus. Ternispa! we three can accomplisli 
it ; or any one of us, 

Temissa. How? pray! 

Epimtus. We can conquer thlii /,orld and the 
next : for you will have another, and nothing 
should be refused you. 

Temissa. The next by piety : but this, in what 
manner? 

Epicurus, By indiffcT(»iuic to all who are indif- 
ferent to us ; by taking joyfully the benefit that 
comes spontaneously ; by wishing no more in- 
tensely for what is a hair’s breadth beyond our 
reach than for a draught of water from the 
Ganges ; affd by fearing nothing in another life. 

TervJssa. This, 0 Epicurus ! is the grand 
impossibility. 

Epicurus. Do Jbu believe the gois to be as 
benevolent and good as you are? or do you not? 

Temissa. Much kinder, much better in every 
way. 

Epicurus. Would you kill or hurt the sparrow 
that you keep in your little dressing-room with a 
string around the leg, because he hath flown 
where you did not wish him to fly ? • 
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Temia$ti, No; it -would be cruel: the stiuig 
about the leg of bo little and -weak a creature is 
enough. . 

JBptcurue, You think bo ; 1 thihk so ; (wd 
thinks BO. This I may say confidently : for when- 
eTer there is a sentiment in which strict justice 
and pure benevolence unite, it must bo his. ♦ 

Terniaaa. O Epicurus ! when you speak thus . . . 

Leontion. Well, Temissa! what then U' 

Ternissa. When Epicurus teaches us such 
sentiments as thjs, I am grieved tliat he has not 
BO groat an authority with the Athenians as some 
others hav(^ 

Leontion.* trill grieve more, T suspect, my 
Temissa, when he possesses that authority. 

Temissa. What -snll he do ? 

Letmtion. Why turn pale I am not about to 
answer that he will forget or leave you. No; 
but the voice comes deepest from the sepulchre, 
and a great name has its root in the dead body. 
If you invited a company to a feast, you might as 
well place round the table live sheep and oxen, 
and vases of fish and cages of quails, as you would 
invite a company of friendly hearers to the philo- 
sopher who is yet living.* One would imagine 
that the iris of our intellectual eye were lessened 
by the glory of his presence, and that, like eastern 
kings, he could be looked at near, only when his 
limbs arc stiff, by wax-light, in closed curtains. 

Epicurus. One of whom we know little leaves 
us a ring or other token of remembrance, and wo 
express a sense of pleasure and of gratitude : one 
of whom we know nothing writes a book, the 
contents of which might (if we would let them) 
have done us more good and might have given 
us more pleasure, an^l we revile him for it. The 
book may do whaTihc legacy can not ; it may be 
pleasurable and serviceable to others as well as 
ourselves : we would hinder Cliis too. In fact, 
all other love is extinguished by self-love : bene- 
ficence, humanity, justice, philosophy, sink under 
it. While we insist that we are looking for 
Truth, wo commit a falsehood. It never was 
the first object with anyone, and with few the 
second. ' 

Peed unto replenishment your quieter fancies, 
my sweetest little Temissa! and let the gods, 
both youthful and aged, both gentle and boister- 
ous, administer to them hourly on these sunny 
downs : what can they do better t 

Le^iti(m. But those feathers, Temissa, what 
god’s may they be ? since you will not pick them 
up, nor restore them to Calais nor to Eethes. 

Temissa. T do not think they bvloug to any 
god whatever ; and shall never be persuaded of it 
unless Epicurus say it i.s so. 

LeofUiqp. 0 unbelievingi creature ! do you 
reason against the immortals 1 

* Seneca quotes a letter nt Epicurus, in which hla 
\ frienclship with Metrodorus is mentioned, with a remark 
■^hat the olwourity in which they had lived, so great in. 
d«»^d iu to let them rest not only unknown, but almost 
unht^jypd of, in the midst of Greece, was by no meuus to 
be oon^lAerfd as an abatemoxt of their good fortune. 


Temissa. It was yoursdf who doubted^ or 
appeared to doubt, the flight of Oiithjelik,« By 
admitting too much -we endanger our religion. 
Beside, I think I discern some upright stakes at 
equal distances, and am pretty sure the fbathero 
are tied to them by long strings, 

Epicurus. You have g^uessed the truth. 

Temissa. Of what use are they there 1 

Epicurus. If 5^u have ever soon the foot of a 
statue li^oken off just below the ankle, you have 
then, Leontion and Temissa, seen the form of the 
ground about ns. The lower extremities of it 
are divided into small ridges, as yon will perceive 
if yoir look round ; and these are covered with 
com, olives, and vines. At the upper part, where 
cultivation ceases, and Avhere those sheep and 
goats are grazing, begins my purchase. The 
ground rises gradually unto near the sinjirait, 
where it grows somewhat steep, and terminates 
in a precipice. Across the middle I h^jive traced 
a line, denoted l)y those feathers, from onf dingle 
to the other ; the two terminations of my intended 
garden. The distance is nearly a thousand paceS;! 
and the path, perfectly on a level, will be two 
paces broad, so that I may walk between you ; 
but another could not join us conveniently,^ Pro:Ci 
this there will be several circuitous «nfl spiral, 
leading by the easiest ascent to the suno^nit ; and 
several more, to the road along the cultivation 
underneath : here ♦*vill however be but one en- 
trance. Wild pomegranates and irregular tufts of 
gorse unite their forces against invasion. 

Temissa. Where will you place the statues? 
for undoubtedly you must have some. 

Epicurus. I will have some models for statues. 
I^gmalion prayed the gods to give life to the 
image he adored : I -will not pray them to give 
uiarble to mine. Never may I lay my wet cheek 
upon the foot under which is inscribed the name 
of Leontion or Temissa ! 

Leoniion. Bo not make us melancholy : never 
let us think that the time can tome when we shall 
lose our friends. Glory, literature, philosophy, 
have this advantage over friendship : *remove one 
object from them, and others fill the void ; re^ 
move one from fric^ndship, one only, and not the 
earth, nor the universality of worlds, no, nor the 
intellect that soars above and comprehends them, 
can replace it. 

Epiciinis. Dear LeOlition ! always amiable, 
always gracefiil ! how lovely do you now appear 
to me ! what Iv^auteoifs action accompanied your 
words ! 

Leontion. I used none whatever. 

Epicurus. That white arm was then, as it is 
now, over the shoulder of Temissa; and her 
breath imparted a fresh bloom to your cheek, a 
new music to’ your voice. No fnendB)pp bo 
cordial or so delicious as that of girl for ^rl ; no 
hatrqd so intense and immovable as that of woman 
for woman. In youth you love one above the 
others of your sex : in riper age you hate all, more 
or ^ess, in proportion to similarity of aocompliBh* 
menta and pursuita ; which Bometimea (1 wish it 
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were ofiener) are bonds of union to men. In us 
yon more easily pardon faults than excellences 
in each other. Yow tempers are such, my be- 
loved scholars, that even this truth does not ruflae 
them; and such is your affection, that I look 
with confidence to its unabated ardour at twenty. 

Leontion, Oh, then, 1 am to love Temissa almost 
fifteen months ! 

Ternma. And I am destined to survive the loss 
of it three months above four years 1 • 

Epiewrus, Incomparable creatures I may it be 
eternal f In loving ye shall follow no example ; 
ye shall step securely over the iron rule laid down 
for others by the Destinies, and you for ever be 
Leontion, and you Ternissa. 

Leontion, Then indeed we should not want 
statues. 

Wernma. But men, who are vainer creatures, 
would be good for nothing without them : they 
must beiflattered, even by the stones. 

Very true. Neither the higher arts 
’ nor the ci’)|jlc virtues can .flourish extensively 
without the statues of illustrious hien. But gar- 
dens are not the places for them. Sparrows 
wooing ou^he generals truncheon (unless he be 
•such'^a general as one of ours in the last war), and 
snaMs i>dfelimiug the emblems of the poet, do not 
remind*Ua worthily of their characters. Porticoes 
are their proper situations, and those the most 
frequented. Even there thdj'may lose all honour 
and distinction, whether from the thoughtlessness | 
of magisifates or from the malignity of rivals. 
Our own city, the least exposed of any to the 
eflfects of either, presents us a disheartening ex- 
ample. When the Thebans in their jealousy con- 
demned Pindar to the pajunent of a flue, for having 
praised the Athenians too highl}^, our citizens 
erected a statue of bronze to him. • 

Leontion. Jealousy of Athens made the Thebans 
fine him; and jealousy of Thebes made the 
Athenians thus record it. 

Epicurus. AnA jealousy of Pindar, I suspect, 
made some poet persuade the arcous to render 
the distiutStion a vile and worthless one, by placing 
his effigy near a king s, one Evagoras of Cyprus. 

Ternma. Evagoras, I think I remember to have 
read in the inscription, was rewarded in this 
manner for his reception of Conon, defeated by 
the Ijacedemonlans. 

. Epi^mrus. Gratitude was due to him, and some 
such memory to record it. External reverence 
should be paid uusparin,/!y to llbe higher magis- 
trates of every countiy who perform their offices 
exemplarily : yet tfiey are not on this account to 
bo placed in the same degree with men of primary 
genius. They never ex^t the human race, and 
rarely benefit it ; and their benefits are local and 
transitory, while those of a great writer are uni- 
versal and eternal. 

If the gods did indeed bestow on us a |)ortion 
of their fire, they seem to have lighted it in 
sport and left it : the harder task and the nobler 
is performed by that genius who raises it clear and 
glowing Its embers^ and makes it applicable 


to the purple that dignify or delight our nature. 
I have ever said, Reverence the rulers. Let 
t]||en his in^ago stand; but stand apart from 
Pindar’s. *PaUas and Jove! defend me from 
being carried down the stream of time among a 
shoal of royalets, and the rootless weeds they are 
hatched on. 

Temissa, So much piely would deserve the 
exemption, even though your writings did not 
hold out the decree. 

Leontion, tihild, the oompligient is ill turned ; 
if you are ironical, as you must be on the piety 
of Epicurus, Atticism requires that you should 
cpntinuo to be so, at least to tile end of the 
sentence. 

Temissa. Irony is my abhorrence. Epicurus 
may appear less pious than some others ; but 1 
am certain he is more ; otherwisd the gods would 
never havc^ given him . . . 

Leontion. What? what? let us hear 1 

Ternissa. Leontion! 

Leoniion. Silly girl ! Were there any hibiscus 
or broom growing near at hand, I would send him 
away and whip you. 

Epicurus. There is fern, which is better. 

Leontion. 1 was not speaking to you : but now 
you shall have something to answer for yourself. 
Although you admit no statues in the country, 
you might at least methinks have discovered a 
retirement with a fountain in it : here I see not 
even a spring. 

Epiemus. Fountain I can hardly say there is ; 
but on the left there is a long crevice or chasm, 
which wc have never yet visited, and which we 
can not discern until we reach it. This is full of 
soft mould, very moist ; ajd many high reeds and 
caucs are growing there ; aidf the rock itself too 
drips with humidity along it, and is covered with 
more tufted mols and more variegated lichens. 
This crevice, with its windings and sinuosities, is 
about four hundred paces long, and in many parts 
eleven, twelve, thirteen feet wide, but generally 
six or seven. I shall plant it wholly witli lilies 
of the valley ; leaving the irises viilch occupy . the 
sides as well as the clefts, and also those other 
flowers of paler purple, from the autumnal cups 
of which we collect the safiron ; and forming a 
narrow path of such turf as I can find there, or 
rather following it as '1 oreeps among the bays 
and hazels and sweet-briar, which have fiillen at 
different times from the summit, and^re now 
grown old, with an infinity of primroses at the 
roots. There are nowhere twenty steps without a 
projectiongand a turn, nor in any ten together is 
the chasm of the same width or figure. Hence the 
ascent in its windings is ea^ and imperceptible 
quite to the termination, where the rocks are 
somewhat high and precipitous : at the entrance 
they lose themselves in privet and elder, and yon 
must make your way between them through the 
canes. Do not you remember where I carried yon 
both across the muddy hollow in the foot-path t 

Temissa, Leontion does. 

Epi&irus, That place is always W|t ; no^ 
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in this month o^ Fusnepsion^ wifteh wo 
be(^niungto*4ayi but in midBummer. The water 
that causes it« comes out a little way, above it^but 
originates from the crevice, which I will cover at 
top with rose^laurcl and mountam<aAh, with cle* 
matis and vine ; and I will intercept the little rill 
in its wandering, draw it from its concealment, 
and place it like Bacchus under the protection of 
the Nymphs, who will smile upon it in its marble 
cradle, which at present 1 keep at home. 

Temiaaa. Leoi^tion*! why do yAu turn away 
your face 1 have the Nymphs smiled upon you 
in it? ^ 

Leontion. Fuathe^in it once, if you must know, 
Temissa ! Why now, Ternissa, why do you turn 
away yours? have the Nymphs frowned upon you 
for invading their secrets? 

Ternissa. Ejficurus, you are in the right to 
bring it away .from Athens \ from under the eye 
of Pallas : she might ho angry. 

Exikurus. You approve of its removal then, my 
lovely friend ? 

Temissa. Mightily. 

(Aside.) 1 wish it may break in pieces on the 
road. 

Epicurus. What did you say ? 

Temissa. I wish it were now on the road . . 
that I might try whether it would liold me . . 

I mean with my clothes on. 

Epiemus. It would hold you, and one a span 
longer. I have another in the house; but it is 
not decorated with Fauns and Satyrs and foliage, i 
like this. 

LeoTVtion. I remember putting my hand upon 
the frightful Satyr’s head, to leap in : it seems 
made for the purpose. But the sculptor needed 
not to place the Nai^d quite so near : lie must 
have been a very impudent man : it is impossible 
to look for a moment at suchV piece of work- 
manship. 

Temissa. For shame ! Leontion ! . . why, what 
was it ? I do not desire to know. 

Epicurus. T don’t remember it. 

Leontion. Nor 1 neither ; only the head. 

Epicurus. I shall place the Satyr toward the 
rock, that you may never see him, Ternissa. 

Ternissa. Very right ; he can not turn round. 

Leontion. The poor Naiad had done it, in vain. 

Ternissa. All these labourers will soon finish 
the plantation, if you superintend them, and are 
not appMnted to some magistrature. 

Ejdmrus. Those wlio govern us arc pleased at 
seeing a i)lvilosopher out of the city, and more still 
at finding, in a season of scarcity, ^forty poor 
citizens, who might become seditious, made happy 
and quiet by such employment. 

Two evilp, of almost equal JTcight, may befall 
the man of erudition : never to be listened to, and 
to be listened to always. Aware of these, I devote 
a kige portion of my time and labours to the 

e The Attic month of JPuAncysion had ite cftmmenceinent 
In the latter days of October: its name is derived from 
wimm* the legumes which were offered in snorlflce to 
Apollo at tha^iwison. 


cttitivarion of such ncdndft ^ flonri^ beat i|i cities^ 
where my garden at the gate, atthpugh amal^r 
than .this, we find sufficiently capacious* There I 
secure my listeners : hero my thoughts imd ittuir 
glnations have their free patural currojnt, and 
tarry or wander as the will invites ; may it ever 
be among those dearest to me ! those whose hearts 
possess the rarest and divinest faculty, of retaining 
or forgetting at option what ought to bo forge^tten 
or retained. 

Leontion. Thewholo ground then will heoovered 
with trees an^ shrubs. 

Epicurus. There are some protuberances in 
variou? parts of the eminence, which you do not 
perceive till you are upon them or above them. 
They are almost level at the top, and overgrown 
with fine grass ; for they catch the better soil, 
brought down in small quantities by the r^ins. 
These are to be left unplanted ; so is the platform 
under the pinasters, whence there is a p^pspect of 
the city, the harbour, the isle of Salamis, apd the 
territory of Mcgara, '‘What then^” cried Sosi- 
mcnes, " you would hide from your view my ' 
young olives, and the whole length of the new 
wall 1 have been building at my own expense 
between us! and, when you might see at once thq. 
whole of Attica, you will hardly see mop d>f it 
than I could buy.” o 

Leontion, I do not perceive the new wall, for 
wljich SoBiineiics,nofioubt, thinks liimself another 
Pericles. 

Epicurus. Those old junipers quite <ponceal it. 

Ternissa. They look warm and sheltering: but 
' I like the rose-laurels much better ; and what a 
I thicket of them here is ! 

Epicurus. Leaving all the larger, I shall remove 
many thousands of them ; enough to border the 
gocater part of the walk, intermixed with roses. 

Ternissa. Bo, pray, leave that taller plant 
yonder, of which I see there are several springing 
in several places out of tho rock : it appears to 
liave produced on a single 8tem«a long succession 
of yellow flowers; some darkening and fading, 
others running up and leaving them behind, others 
showing their little faces imperfectly through , 
their light green veils. 

Lcontio^. Childish giri I she means the mul- 
len ; and she talks about it as she would have 
talked about a doll, attributing to it feelings and 
aims and designs. I saw her stay behind to kiss 
it; no doubt, for being so nearly of her own highth. 

Temissa. No^ndeed,*‘not for that ; but because 
I had broken ofl* one of its blossoms unheedingly, 
perhaps the last it may bear, s^d because its leaves 
are so downy and pliant ; and because nearer the 
earth some droop and arc decaying, and remind 
me of a parent who must die before the tenderest 
of her children can do without her, 

Epicurus. 1 wdll preserve the whole species; 
but y(^ must point out to me the par^ienlav one 
as we return. There is an infinity of other plants 
and flowers, or weeds as Bosimenes calls them, of 
whio^ he has cleared his oUv6«yard«*and which 1 
shall adopt. Twenty of his slaves came in yeste^ 
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Jadon with. hyMiittlis wild narcissiifles, ane- 
moxMM and jonqulk. "Tha cunea of our vine- 
yardfti*’ cried he, '^and good neither for man nor 
beast I have another estate mfested with lilies 
of the valley : 1 should not wonder if you accepted 
these too.** 

" And with thanks/’ answered I, 

The whole of his remark I could not collect : he 
turned aside, and (I believe) prayed. I only heard 

Pallas” . . "father” . . "sound mind”* , "in- 
ofTensive man” . . "good neighbour.” As we 
walked together, I perceived him looking grave, 
and I could not resist my inclination to smile as 
I turned my eyes toward him. He obscrv(^d it, 
at first with unconcern, but by degrees some 
doubts arose within him, and he said, "Epi- 
curus, you have been throwing away no less than 
half w talent on this sorry piece of mountain, and 
I fear you are about to waste as much in labour ; 
for nothing was ever so terHble as the price we 
are obliged to pay* the workman, since the con- 
quest of Per8i% and the increase of luxury in our 
city. Under three obols none will do his day’s 
work. But what, in the name of all the deities, 
could induce^ou to plant those roots, which other 
people dig up and throw away 1 ” 

"ISia^^been doing;” said I, "the same thing 
my whol<?Ufe through, Sosimenes I ” 

" How I ” cried ho : " I never knew that.” 

" Those verj^ doctrines,” adcHbd I, " which others 
hate and extirpate, I inculcate and cherish. They 
bring no ric^ies, and therefore arc thought to bring 
no advantage : to mo they appear the more advan- 
tageous for that reason. They give us immediately 
what we solicit through the means of wealth. We 
toil for the wealth first ; and then it remains to be 
proved whether we can purchase with it what we 
look for. Now, to carry our money to the market^ 
and not to find in the market our money’s worth, 
is great vexation : yet much greater has already ! 
preceded, in running up and down for it among so j 
many competitors,® and through so many lliicves.” 

After a while he rcjoiiiod, "You really, then, 
have not overreached me 1 ” 

• " In what ? my friend ! ” said I. 

" These roots,” he answered* " may perhaps be 
good and saleable for some purpose. Shall you 
send them into Persia 1 or whither?” 

" Sosimenes ! I shall make love-potions of the 
flowers.” 

Leontion. 0 Epicurus ! ebouM it ever be known 
in Athens that they are g/^d for t^iis, you will not 
have, with all your fences of prunes and pomegra- 
nates, and preoipicts with gorse upon them, a 
s^gle root left under ground after the month of 
Elaphebolion 

Epkwrua, It is not everyone that knows the 
preparation. 

hemUon, Everybody will try. 

Bpiewr^, And you too, Temissa ? • 

Will you teach me? 

Spiowru9» This, and anything else I know. We 
aintt irrik together when they are in flower.^ 

# of KtephebDlion was tho t^h of April. 


ferTniaBd, And ean you teach me then! 

Epiewrw, 1 teach by degrees. 

L^oiUfion, By very slow ones, Epicurus ! I have 
no patience with you : tell us directly. 

Epicurus, It is very material what kind of 
recipient you bring with you. Enchantresses use 
a bniEen one : silver and gold are employed in 
other arts. 

LeouMon. I will bring any. 

Ternissa. My mother has a fine golden one : 
she will lend it^c : she allows me everything. 

Epicurus. Leontion and Temissa ! those eyes 
of yours brighten at inquiry, as if they carried a 
light within them for a guidai^e. • 

Leontion. No flattery ! 

Tirnissa, No flattery ! come, teach us. 

Epicurus. Will you licar me through iu silence? 

Leontion. We promise. 

Epicurus. the calm pleasures, such 

as I hope you will ever find in your walks among 
those gardens, will improve your beauty,, animate 
your discourse, and correct the little that may 
hereafter rise up for correc^tion in your dispositions. 
The smiling ideas left in our . bosoms from our 
infancy, that many plants are the favourites of 
the gO(.l.s, and that others were even the objects of 
their love, having once been invested with tho 
human form, beautiful and lively and happy as 
yourselves, give them an interest beyond the 
vision ; yes, and a station, let me say it, on the 
I vestibule of our afTections. Kesigii your ingenuous 
I hearts to simple pleasures ; and there is none in 
I man,'\^here men are Attic, that will not follow and 
! outstrip their movements. 

1 IWnissa. 0 Epicurus ! 

I Epicurus. What said Temissa ? 

I Lexrntion. Some of thosc^ii^irioneB, I db think, 
must* he still in blossom. Ternissa's golden cup 
is at home ; hut sfle has brought with her a little 
vase for the filter . . and has filled it to the brim 
. . . Do not hide your head behind my shoulder, 
Temissa ! no, nor in my lap. 

Epicurus. Yes, there let it lie, tlie lovelier for 
that tendril of sunny brown hair upen it, How 
it falls and rises ! Which is ine hair? which. the 
shadow ? 

LeorUion. Let the hair rest. 

Epicurus. I must n( t perhaps clasp the shadow! 

Leontieyn. You philu(^ophws are fond of such 
unsubstantial things. 0 ! you have taken my 
volume. This is deceit. ^ 

You live so little in gublic, and entertain such 
a contempt for opinion, as to be both indifi’erent 
and ignoragt what it is that people blame you for. 

Epicurus. I know what it is I should blame 
myself for, if I attended to tbetn. Prove them to 
be wiser and morq^ disinterested in their wisdom 
than I am, and I will then go down t^ them and 
listen to them. When I have well considered a 
thing, I deliver it, regardless of what those think 
who neither take the time nor possess tho faculty 
of considering anything well, and who have alwaya 
lived far remote from the scope of our speculations. 

LtOTUum, In the volume you snatched away 
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from me bo bIUj^ I have defended a ponition of 
yours which many philosophers turn into ridicule; 
namely, that politeness is ainong^ the virtue^ I 
wish you yourself had spoken more*at large upon 
the subject. 

Epicuriui, It is one upon which a lady is likely to 
display more ingenuity and discernment. If (Philo- 
sophers have ridiculed my sentiment, the reason 

is, it is among those virtues which in general they 
find most difficult to assume or counterfeit. 

Lroution. Surely life runs on tlic smoother for 
this equability and polish ; and the gratification 
it affords if more extensive than is afforded even 
by the higlwst vi,rtue. Courage, on nearly all 
occasions, inflicts as much of evil as it imparts of 
good. It may be exerted in defence of our country, 
in defence of those who love us, in defence of the 
harmless and the liclpless : but those against whom 
it is thus exorted may possess an equal share of 

it. If t.hey succeed, tlieii manifestly the ill it 
produces is greater than tlic benefit : if they suc- 
cumb, it is nearly as great. For, many of their 
adversaries are first, killed and maimed, and many 
of their own kindred are left to lament the con- 
sequences of their aggression. 

Epicurm, You have sj)okcn first of courage, 
as that virtue which attrac.ts your sex priueipally. 

Tern'issa. Not me ; 1 am alwjiys afraid of it. I 
love those best who can tell me the most thing.s 1 
never know before, and who liave patience with 
me, and look kindly while they teach me, and 
almost a.s if they were waiting for fresh questions. 
Now let me hear directly M'hat you were about to 
say to Leonti on. 

Ei^icurvs. I wa.s proceeding to remark that 
temperance comes next; and temperance has 
then its’ highest wlien it is Ihc support of 

civility and politeness. So that I think I am 
right and cquitaide in attributifig to jxditeiiess a 
distinguished rank, not among the ornaments of 
life, but among the virtues. And you, licontion 
and Ternissa, will have leaned the more pro- 
penscly toward this opinion, if you considered, as 
I am sure you did, that the peace and concord of 
families, friends, and cities, arc preserved by it : 
in other terms, the harmony of the world. 

Ttrnism. Leontion spoke of courage, you of 
temperance ; the next great virtue, in the divi- 
sion made by the philosophers, is justice. 

Eiiicuras. Temperance includes it : for tem- 
perance^is imperfect if it is only an abstinence 
from too much food, toc^much wine, too much 
conviviality, or other luxury. It indicates every 
kind of foibcarance. Justice is forbeiwance from 
what belongs to another. Giving to this one 
rightly what that one would hold wrongfully, is 
justice in magistrature, not iqt the abstract, and 
is only a part of its office. The perfectly tempe- 
rate man is also the perfectly just man ; but the 
perfectly just man (as philosophers now define i 
him) may not be the perfectly temperate one ; I ; 
include less in the greater. 

Lto^nUon, We hear of judges, and upright ones 
too, being immodemte eaten and drinkers. 


Epkurua. The Lacedemoniana an temperate 
in food and oourageouB in battle : but men like 
these, if they existed in sufficient numbers, would 
devastate the universe. We alone, we Athenians, 
with less miUtaiy skill perhaps, and certainly less 
rigid abstinence from voluptuousness and luxury, 
have set before it the only grand example of 
social government and*of polished life. From 
us the seed is scattered : from us flow the streams 
that innate it ; and ours are the hands, 0 Leon- 
tion! that collect it, cleanse it, deposit it, and 
convey and distribute it sound and weighty 
through every race and age. Exhaulted as we 
are Vy war, wo can do nothing better than lie 
down and doze while the weather is fine over^ 
head, and dream (if we can) that we are affluent 
and free. 

0 sweet sea-air ! how bland art thou*‘ and 
refreshing! Breathe upon Leontion! breathe 
upon Ternissa! bring them health mid spirits 
and serenity, many springs and many summers, 
and when the vine-leaves have reddened and 
rustle under their feet. 

These, my beloved girls, are the children of 
Eternity: they played around Theleus and the 
beauteous Amazon, they gave to Pallas the bloom . 
of Venus, and to Venus the animation* Pallas. 
Is it not better to enjoy by the hour •cheir soft 
salubrious influence, than to catch by fits the 
rancid breath of demagogues ; than to swell and 
move under it without or against our will ; than to 
acquire the semblance of eloquence bj‘ the bitter- 
ness of passion, the tone of philosophy by disap- 
))ointraent, or the credit of prudence by distrust! 
Can fortune, can industry, can desert itself, bestow 
on us anything we have not here ! 

Leontion, And when shall those three meet 1 
The gods have never united them, knowing that 
men would put them asunder at their first ap- 
pearance. 

Epicurus. I am glad to leave the city as often 
as possible, full as it is of fiigh and glorious 
reminiscences, and am inclined much rather to 
indulge in quieter scenes, whither the 'Graces and 
Friendship lead me. I would not contend even* 
with men able t© contend with me. You, Leon- 
tion, I sec, think differently, and have composed 
at last your long-meditated work against the 
philosophy of Theophrastus. 

Leontion. Why not ! he has been praised above 
his merits. 

Epicwrvjs. Mf Leonfeon ! you have inadvert- 
ently given me the reason and origin of all con- 
troversial writings. They floV not from a love of 
truth or a regard for science, but from envy and 
ill-will Setting aside the evil of malignity, 
always hurtful to ourselves, not always to others, 
there is weakness in the argument you have 
adduced. When a writer is praised above his 
meritsiw his own times, he is certain of beiiig 
estimated below them the times sttooeeding; 
Paradox is dear to most people: it bem the 
appe|unuice of originality, but is usually the talent 
of the superficial, the perverset^dthe obsUi^. 
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Nothing is more gratlijring than the attentiou 
you are bratowing on me, you alirays appor> 
tion to the seiiouBuess of my observationa But, 

Leontioni Leontlon I you defend me too earnestly. 

The roses on your i^eeks should derive their 
bloom fh>m a cooier and sweeter and more salu- 
brious fountain. In what mythology (can you 
tell me, Ternissal) is Friendship the mother of 
Ai^erl 

Temma, I can only tell you that LovS lights 
Anger’s torch very often. 

Leontion. 1 dislike Theophrastus for his affected 
contempt of your doctrines. 

Epicwrua, Unreasonably, for the contem]9t of 
^ them ; reasonably, if affected. Good men may 
* differ widely from me, and wise ones misunder- 
stand me ; for, their wisdom having raised up to 
them Schools of their own, they have not found 
leisure to converse with me; and from others 
they have feceived a partial and inexact report, that there are any intermediate ? Why do you 
My opinion is, that certain things are indifterent, look aside ? And yoU, too, refuse to answer me 
and unworthy «)f pursuit or .attention, as lying so easy and plain a question 1 


in it : their pleaauie is in chewing what is hard, 
not in tasting what is sarouiy. 

Epimrua. Unhappily the aged are retentive of 
long-acquired* Twa-Titni^ and insensible to new 
impressions, whether i^m fuicy or from truth : 
in fret, their eyes blend the two together. Well 
migh f the poet tell us. 

Fewer p>e gifts that gnarled AgS presMits 
Tit elegantly-handled Infancy, 

Than elegantly-||anded Infancy 

PreaentH to gnarled Age. From botbjthey drop ; 

'I'be ntiddle course of life receives them all, 

Save the light few that laughing Youth run|Off with. 
Unvalued as a mistress or a flower. • 

• • 

Leontion, It fr r^orted by the experienced 
that our last loves and our first are of equal into* 
rest to us. 

Temissa, Surely they are. What is the differ- 
ence % Can fou really mean to say, 0 Leontion, 


boiyond our research and almost our conjecture ; 
which things^ the generality of philosophers (for 
the generality are speculative) deem of the first 
iii^)ortance^ Questions relating to them I answer 
cvasivelyf^or altogether decline. Again, there 
are modes of living which are suitable to some 
and unsuitable to others. Wjjat I myself follow 
and embrace, what I recommend to the studious, 
to the irritable, to the weak in health, would ill 
agree with tffe commonality of citizens. Yet my 
adversaries cry out, ‘‘ Such is the opinion and 
practice of Epicurus.” For instance, I have never 
taken a wife, and never will take one : but he 
from among the mass who should avow his 
imitation of my example, would act as wisely 


Leontion to Epicurus. Although you teach us 
the necessity of laying a strong hand on the strong 
affections, you never .pull one feather from the 
wing of Love. 

Epicurus. I am not so irreligious. 

Temissa. I think he could only twitch it just 
enough to make the gentle god turn round, and 
smile on him. 

Leontion. You know little about the matter, 
but may live to know all. Whatever we may talk 
of torments, as some do, there must surely be 
more pleasure in desiring and not possessing, 
than in possessing and not desiring. 

Epicurus. Perhaps so : l^t consult the intelli- 
gent. Certainly there is a miffdle state between 


and more religiously in saying that he chosePj love and friendship, more delightful than either. 


celibacy because Pallas had done the same. 

Leontion. If Pallas had many such votaries she 
would soon have fep^ citizens. 

Epicurus. And extremely bad ones if all fol- 
lowed me ip retiring from the offices of magis- 
tracy and of war. Having seen that the most 
Sensible men are the most unhappy, I could not 
but examine the causes of it :^aud finding that 
the same sensibility to which they are indebted 
for the activity of their intellect, is also the rest- 
less mover of their jealousy and ambition, 1 would 
lead them aside from whatever operates upon 
these, and throw under feet the terrors their 
imagination has created.' My philosophy is not 
for the populace norJTor the proud . the ferocious 
will never attain it : the gentle will embrace it, 
but will not call it mine. 1 do not desire that 
they should : let' them rest their heads upon that 
part of the pillow which they find the sofrest, and 
enjoy their own dreams unbroken. 

LeonJtUnk, The old are all against you : for the 
name of pleasure is an afiixint to them e they 
know no other kind of it than that which has 
flowered and seeded, and of which the withered 
ateifls have indeed a ruefiil look. What we caUdiy 
sound: nothing must retain any juice 


but more difficult to remain in. 

Leontion, To be preferred to all others is the 
supremacy of bliss. Bo not you think so, 
Ternissal 

Temissa. It is indeed what the wise and the 
powerful and the beautiful chiefly diu at ; Leon- 
rion has attained it. 

Epicurus. Delightful, no doubt, is such supre- 
macy: but fiu* more delightful is the certainty 
that there never was anyone qrdte near enough 
to be given up for us. To oe preferred is hardly 
a compensation for having been long compared. 
The breath of another’s sigh bedims an<ilP hangs 
pertinaciously about the image we adore. 

Leontion, When Friendship has taken the place 
of Love, shfiSought to make hfr absence as little a 
cause of regret as possible, and it is gracious in 
her to imitate his demeanour and his words. 

Epiewrus. J caMepeat them more pasily than 
imitate them. 

Temissa, Both of you, until this moment, were 
looking grave; but Leontion has resumed her 
smiles again on hearing what Epicurus can do. 
I wish you would repeat to me, 0 Epicurus, any 
words so benign a God hath vouchsafed to tea^ 
you ; fi>r it would be a convincing prgof of your 
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piety, Bind I would sSenoe the noisiest tongue in 
Athens idth it. 

Zeoniion. Simpleton/ we were 8peaklng^alle< 
goricalljr. 

TemtSBa, Never say that : I do believe the God 
himself hath conversed with Epicurus. Tell me 
now, Epicurus, tell me yourself, has not he^ 

Bpicurus, Yes. 

Ternissa. In his own form 1 e 

Epicurus, Very nearly : it was in Ternissa’s. 

Ttrin/issa. Im^piousman ! I am* ashamed of you. 

Leoiition. Never did shame burn brighter. 

Ternissfi. Mind Theophrastus, not me. 

LeoiUion*: Sincf, in obedience to your institu- 
tions, 0 Epicurus, I must not say I am angiy, I 
am oifended at least with Theophrastus, for having 
so misrepresented your opinions, on the necessity 
^ of keeping the mind composed and tranquil, and 
remote from every object and every- sentiment by 
which a painful sympathy may be excited. In 
order to display his elegance of language, he runs 
wherever he can lay a censure on you, whether he 
believes in its equity or not. 

Epicurus, This is the case with all eloquent 
men and all disjjutants. Truth neither warms 
nor elevates them, neither obtains for them profit 
nor applause. 

Ternissa. I have heard wise remaiks very often 
and very warmly praised. 

Epicurus. Not for the truth in them, but for 
the grace, or because they touched the .si)ring of 
some preconception or some passion. Man is a 
hater of truth, a lover of ficl-ion. 

Leontion. How then happens it that children, 
when you have related to them any stoiy which 
has greatly interested them, ask immediately and 
impatiently, is Mrdi ? 

Epicurus. Children are not men nor women : 
liiey are almost as different Vreatures, in many 
respects, as if they never were to bo the one or 
the other : they are as unlike as buds are unlike 
flowers, and almost as blossoms are unlike fruits. 
Greatly are they better than they are about to be, 
unless Philosophy raises her hand above them 
when the noon is coming on, and shelters them 
at one season from the heats that would scorch 
and wither, and at another from the stonns that 
would shatter and subvert them. There are 
nations, it is reported, which aim their arrows 
and javelins at the sun and moon, on occasions of | 
eclipse, or any other offence: but I never have 
heard that the sun and moon abated their course 
through the heavens for it, or looked more angrily 
when they issued forth again to s^ed light on 
their antagonists. They went onward all the | 
while in their own serenity and clearness, through ' 
.Uhobstructed paths, without (^minution and with- 
out little world below 

thai'V®’® in darkness. Philosophy lets her light 
desceniwid enter wherever there is a passage for 
it : she tl^^ advantage of the smallest crevice, 
but the rays^ rebutted by the smallest obstruct 
tion. Polemics^ ^ philosophers or 

philotheists : theylF^® *®®“ 1'^®^ gods 


no better : they mar what is solid in earthly bUae 
by animositieB and diasenaiona, and interee^pt the 
span of azure at which the weaiy and the Borrow^ 
fnl would look up. 

Theophrastus is a writer of many acquirements 
and some shrewdness, usually judidious, often 
j somewhat witty, always elegant : his thoughts are 
I never confused, his sentences are never inoom- 
i prehensible. * If Aristoteles thought more highly 
j of hira»than his due, surely you ought not to een- 
; sure Theophrastus with severity on the supposition 
! of his rating me belqw mine ; unless you argue 
j that a slight error in a short sum is less pardon- 
I ablo^thau in a longer. Had Aristoteles been living, 

! and had he given the same opinion of me, your 
: friendship and perhaps my self-love might have< 
been wounded ; for, if on one occasion he spoke 
too favourably, ho never spoke unfavourably but 
mth ju8tie.e. This is among the indications of 
orderly and elevated minds ; and hera stands the 
barrier that separates them from the common and 
the waste. Is a man to be aiycry because an 
infant is fretful Is a philosopher tfi unpack and 
throw away his philosophy, because an idiot has 
tried to overturn it on the road, arfd has pursued 
it with jibes and ribaldry 1 * « 

Landion. Theophrastus would persAa^e ua that, 
according to your system, we not cfeily should 
decline the succour of the wretched, but avoid the 
sympathies that pAets and historians would awaken 
in \i6. Probably for the sake of introducing some 
idle verses, written by a friend of* his, he says 
; that, following the guidance of lilpicuras, we should 
j altogether shun the theatre, and not only when 
PromcthiiiLS ana OCdipus and Philoctrtes are intro- 
duced, hut even where generous and kindly senti- 
; ments arc predominant, if they partake of that 
f tendernesH which belongs to pity. I know not 
. what Thracian lord recovers his daughter from 
I her ravisher ; such are among the words they 
j exchange. 

I Father. 

liiMectH, thut dwell i« rotton reeds, inert 
ITjH»n the Kiirfuce (»f a Htreiuu or P'lo), 

'I'hen rush into the air on meshy viins. 

Are nut so difierent in their varying live* 

Am \vt! are . , O ! ^hat father on this ^arth, 

Holding his child’s cool cheek within his palms 
And kissing his fair front, would wish him man ! 
Inheritor of wants and jealousies. 

Of labour, of ambition, of distress, ■ 

And, oruolest of all the passions, lust. 

Who that beholds me, persecuted, scorned, 

A wanderer, «^‘r oouldlhink what filends were 
How numerous, how devoted ! with what glee 
Smiled my old house, with w^at acclaim my courts 
Rang from without whene’er my war-horse neighed. 
Daughter. 

Thy fortieth birthday is not shouted yet 
By the young peasantry, with rnral gifts 
And nightly dres along the pointed hills. 

Yet do thy temples glitter ^th grey hair 
Scattered not thinly : sh J what sudden ebaUget 
C>nf$r thy voice and heart remain the same : 

Nok that voice trembles, and that heart (1 feel) 

While it would comfort and console me, breaks. 

kpiewrus. I would never close my boioiq egsiMi 
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tlid ; hx\i I would calmly and 

wcU couaidor by wliM couduot of life tliey may 
enter it witb tke least importunity and violence. 
A conacleUBness that We have promoted the hap- 
piness of othersi to the uttermost of our power^ 
is certain not only to meet them at the threshold, 
but to bring them along with us, and to render 
them accurate and faithful prompters, when we 
bend perplexedly over the problem of evil figured 
by the tragedians. If indeed there yere moge of 
pain than of pleasure in the exhibitions of the 
dramatist, no man in his senses would attend 
them twice. All the imitative arts have delight 
for the principal objept: the first of these js 
poetry : the highest of poetry is tragic. 

« Leantion, The epic has been called so. 

EpicurvM, Improperly ; for the epic has much 
more in^Jt of what is prosaic. Its magnitude is 
no argument. An Egyptian pyramid contains 
'^ore materiais than an Ionic temple, but requires 
less contrivance, and exhibits less beauty of 
design. My simUe is yet a defective one ; for, a 
tragedy must he carried on with an unbroken 
interest ; and, undccorated by loose foliage or fan- 
tastic branches, rit must rise, like the palm-tree, 
witl^a lofty unity. On these matters I am unable 
to argueial large, or perhaps correctly . on those 
however wnibh I have studied and treated, my 
terms are so explicit and clear, that Theophrastus 
can never have misunderstood 4hcm. Let me 
recall to your attention but two axioms. 

Abstinence from low pleasures is the only means 
of meriting or of obtaining the higher. 

Kindness in us is the honey that blunts the 
sting of unkindness in another. * 

Leontion. Explain to me then, 0 Epicurus, why 
we Bufler so much from ingratitude. 

Epictirua, We fancy wo suffer from ingratitude, 
while in reality we suffer from self-love. Passion 
weeps while she says, “ I did not desei-vc this from 
him Beason, while she says it, smoothens her 
brow at the clear fomatain of the heart. Permit 
me also, like Theophrastus, to borrow a few words 
from a poet. ' 

jrernisacL Borrow as many such as anyone will 
entrust to you ; and may Hermes prosper your 
commerce i Leontion may go to the theatre then ; 
for she loves it. 

Epicurus, Girls ! be the bosom friends of AitU 
gmt and Icmem ; and you shall enter the wood 
of the Bumenides without shu’hleriug, and leave 
it without the trace of a te> N^yer did you 
app^r so graceful to me, 0 Ternissa; no, not 
even after this walk d(> you; as when I saw you 
blow a fly from the forehead of Philoctetes in the 
propylea. The wing, with which Sophocles and 
the statuary represent him, to drive away the 
summer insects in his agony, had wearied his 
flaccid arm, hanging down beside him. 

Temism, Bo you imagine then 1 tliought j^im 
a living man I 

The sentiment was both more deli- 
cate and more august from being indistinct. You 
wcold'have done H, <ven if he hml been a liviifg 


man : Aen if he could have clasped you in his 
arms, imploring the Beities to resemble you in 
gentleness, you would have done it. 

Ten/UBHix. He Idokod so abandoned by all, and 
so heroic, yet so feeble and so helpless ; I did not 
think of turning round to see if anyone was near 
nio ; or c^se perhaps . . . 

Epicurus. If you could have thought of looking 
round, you^would no longer have been Ternissa. 
The Gods would have transformed you for it into 
some tree. • 

Leordion. And Epicurus had Ifeen walking 
under it this day, perhaps. 

Eptcuius. With Leontion, the partner of his 
BcntiiifCnts. But the walk would flave been earlier 
or later than the present hour : since the middle 
of the day, like the middle of fruits, is good for 
nothing. 

Leontion. For dinner surely. 

Epicurus. Dinner is a less gratification to me 
than to many : I dine alone. 

I'emissa. Why ! 

Epicurus. To avoid <Lo noise, the heat, and tlic 
intemiixturc both of odours and of occupations. 
I cannot bear the indecency of speaking with a 
mouth in which there is fooi I careen my body 
(since it is always in want of repair) in as unob- 
structed a space as I can, and I lie d^)wn and sleep 
awhile when the work is over. 

Leontion. Epicurus ! although it would bo very 
interesting, no doubt, to hear more of what you 
do after dinner . . . {aside to him) now don’t 
smile : I shall never forgive you if you say a 
single word ... yet I would rather hear a little 
about the theatre, and wdiether you think at last 
that worn on should frequent it ; for you have often 
said the contrary. • ^ 

, Epicurus. I think they should visit it rarely ; 
not because it excitenk their affections, but because 
it deadens them. To me nothing is so odious as 
I to be at once among the rabble and among the 
I heroes, and, while 1 am receiving into my heart 
the most exquisite of human sensations, to fee! 
upon my shoulder the hand, of some >’.> .ttenrive 
and insensible young officer. 

Leontion. 0 very bad indeed ! horrible I 

Ternissa. You quite fire at the idea. 

Leontion. Not I : I don’t care about it. 

Ternissa. Not about wba^ in ii)ad indeed 1 
quite horrible 1 

Leontion. I seldom go thither. 

Epicurus. The theatre is delightful when we 
erect it in our own house or arbour, and when 
there is but one spectator. 

Leontion. lou must lose the illusion in great 
part, if you only read the tragedy, which I fancy 
to be your meaning. ^ 

Epicurus, I lose the less of it. Bo not^magiue 
that the illusion is, or can be, or ought to be, com- 
plete. If it were possible, no Phalaris or Perillus 
could devise a cruder torture. Here arc two 
imitations; first, the poet’s of the suflerer; 
secondly, the actor’s of both : poetry is super- 
induced. No man in pain ever uttered the bett^ 
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part of the langoage used by Sophodee. We 
admit it^ and willingly^ and are at least as much 
illuded by it as by anything else we hear or see 
upon the stage. Poets and statuaries and {fainters 
give us an adorned imitation of the object^ so 
skilfully treated that we receive it for a correct 
one. This is the only illusion they aim ^t : this 
is Ihe perfection of their arts. 

Leontion. Do you derive no pleasure from the 
representation of a consummate actor 1 

EpimruB, High" pleasure ; ‘hut liable to be 
overturned in an instant ; pleasure at the mercy 
of any(p)Le who sits beside me. Rarely does it 
happen that an Athenian utters a syllable in the 
midst of it : but our city is open to the inhabit- 
ants of all the world, and all the world that is 
yet humanized a woman might walk across in 
sixty hours. There are even in Greece a few 
remaining still so barbarous, that I have heard 
them whisper in the midst of the finest scenes of 
our greatest poets. 

Leontion. Acom-fed Chaonians ! 

EpicurvA. I esteem all the wise ; but I enter- 
tain no wish to imitate all of them in everything, j 
What was convenient and befitting in one or other 
of them, might be inconvenient and unbefitting 
in me. Great names ought to bear us up and 
carry us through, but never to run away with us. 
Peculiarity and solitariness give an idea to weak 
minds of something grand, authoritative, and god- 
like. To be wise indeed and happy and self- 1 
possessed, we must often be alone : we must mix 
as little as we can with what is called society, and 
abstain rather more than seems desirable even 
from the hotter few. 

Terimsa. You have commanded us at all times 
to ask you anylhidg we do not understand : why 
then use the phrase ^'what is called society?” as 
if there could be a doubt whether we are in society 
when we converse with many. 

Epicurus. Wc may meet and converse with 
thousands: you and Leontion and myself could 
associate with few. Society, in the philosophical 
sense of the word, is almost the contrary of what 
it is in the common acceptation. 

Leontion. Now go on with your discourse. 

Epicnnis. When we have once acquired that 
intelligence of which wc have been in pursuit, we 
may relax our minds, and lay the produce of our 
chase at the feet of those we love. 

Lt(^nlion. Philosophers seem to imagine that 
they can be visible and invisible at will ; that they 
can be admired for the display of their tenets, 
and unobserved in the workings their spleen. 
None of those whom I remember, or whose writ- 
ings I have perused, was quite exempt from it. 
Among the least malicious is Jheophrastus : could 
he find n6 other for so little malice but you 

Epicurus. The origin of his dislike to me, was 
my opinion that perspicuity is the prime excel- 
lence of composition. He and Aristotclcs and 
Plato talk di^sely of attending to harmony, and 
clap rhetorical rules before our mouths in order 
to produce it* Natural sequences and right sul>- 


ordination of thoughti^ and that Jvat jproportloii 
of munbers in the aentenoea which follows % 
strong conception, ate the oonatituenta of tme 
harmony. You are aatiafied with it aibd dwell 
upon it; which yon would vainly hope to do 
when you are forced to turn back again to aeiae 
an idea or to comprehend a period. Let ws believe 
that opposition, and even h^ words, are (at least 
in the beginning) no certain proofr of hatred ; 
althcnigh, by^equiring defence, they soCn produce 
heat and animosity in him who hath engaged in 
BO unwise a warfare.^ On the other hand, praises 
are not always the unfailing signs of liberality or 
of,, justice. Many are extolled out of enmity to 
others, and perhaps would have been decried had 
those others not existed. Among the causes of 
my happiness, this is one : 1 never have been 
stimulated to hostility by any in the crowd that 
has assailed me. If in my youth I had been 
hurried into this weakness, I shovld have re-* 
gretted it as lost time, lost pleasure, lostiiumanity. 

Leontion, We may expose wj;iat is violent or 
false in anyone ; and chiefly in a&ybne who ugures 
us or our friends. 

Epicurus. We may. ^ 

Leontion. How then? ^ ♦ 

Epicurus. By exhibiting in oursdlv^a *the con- 
trary. Such vengeance is legitimale end com- 
plete. I found in my early days, among the 
celebrated philosophers of Qr^ce, a love of domi- 
nation, a propensity to imposture, a jealousy of 
renown, and a cold indifierence Uf> simple truth. 
None of these qualities lead to happiness ; none 
of them stand within the precincts of Virtue. 

I asked myself, ** What is the most natural and 
the most universal of our desires:” I found it 
was, to he happy. Wonderful T thought it, that 
the gratification of a desire which is at once the 
most universal and the most natural, should be 
the seldomest attained. I then cosjectured the 
means ; and I found that they vary, as vaiy the 
minds and capacities of meif ; that, however, the 
principal one lay in the avoidance of those veiy 
things which had hitherto been taken up as the 
instruments of enjoyment and content; such ra 
military commands, political offices, clients, ha- 
zardous ventures in commerce, and extensive 
property in land. 

Leontion, And yet offices, both political and 
military, must be undertaken ; and clients will 
throng about those who exercise them. Com- 
merce too w^U dilat® with Pro^erity, and Fru- 
gality will square her farm by lopping offi the 
angles of the next. 

Epicurus, True, Leontion 1 nor is there a pro- 
bability that my opinions will pervade the heart 
of Avarice or Ambition : they will influence only 
the unoccupied. Philosophy hath led scarcely a 
single man away from commands or magistracies, 
unti^ he has first tried them. Weariness is the 
repose of the politician, and apathy his wisdom. 
He fancies that nations are contemplating the 
great man in his retirement, while wlmt bmn in 
igflorance of himself is ending in forgetmlness 
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on tlie of oihors. This truth »t last appean 
to him : ho detests the ingratitude of mankind : ! 
he declares his resolution to oaxiy the earth no 
longer on his shoulders ; he is taken at his vo^ : 
and the shock of it breaks hit heart. 

Temistct. Epicurus, I hare been listening to 
^u with eyeh more pleasure than usual, for you 
often talk of love, and such other things as you 
can know nothing about : but now you have gone 
out of your way to defend an enem^ and lead 
aside L^ntion from her severity to Theophrastus. 

Epimrua, Believe me, my lovely friends, he is 
no ordinary man who hath* said one wise thing, 
gracefully in the whole of his existence: now 
several such are recorded of him whom Leontton 
hath singled out from my assailants. His style 
is excellent. 

Leontion* The excellence of it hath been exag- 
g6rate(f by Aristoteles, to lower our opinion of 
, Plato’s, ^ 

Bpicurui.^i may be : I cannot prove it, and 
never he^rd it. . 

•Jjeontion, ScsMinded indeed is this great master 
of rhetoric . . . 

Bpiourw, Pardon the rudeness of my interrup- 
tion, dear Leontion. Do not designate so great a 
mall by^a ti^e so contemptible. You a^c as nearly 
as humiliJl^g to his genius as those who call him 
the Stagyrite : and those are ignorant of the wrong 
they do him : many of them ar^ his disciples and 
admirers, and call him by that namo in quoting 
his authoritjj Philosophy, until he came among 
us, was like the habitations of the Troglodytes ; 
vast indeed and wonderful, but without construc- 
tion, without arrangement : he first gave it order 
and system. 1 do not rank him with Democritus, 
who has been to philosophers what Homer has 
been to poets, and who is equally great in imagi- 
nation and in reflection: but no other has left 
behind him so many just remarks on such a 
variety of subjects. 

Within one olympiad three men have departed 
from the world, who carried farther than any other 
three that qy,er dwelt upon it, reason, eloquence, 
and martial glory ; Aristoteles, Demosthenes, and 
Alexander. Now tell me which of these qualities 
do you admire the most 1 ^ 

Leontion, Eeason. 

And rightly. Among the three cha- 
racters, the vulgar and ignorant will prefer Alex- 
ander ; the less vulgar and ignorant will prefer 
Demosthenes ; and they wt* are removed to the 
greatest distimce from ignorance ^d vulgarity, 
Aristoteles. Yet, aJ|hough he has written on 
some occasions with as much purity and precision 
as we find in the Orations of Pericles, many 
thix^ are expressed obscurely ; which is by much 
the greatest fruit in composition. 

Leontion, Surely you do not say that au ob- 
scurity is worse than a defect in grammar. 

Bpioimta, I do say it : for we may discover a 
trulb thrc|$igh such a defect, which we cannot 
trough aiu obscurity. It is better to find the 
object of our researches in ill condition than mot 


to fin^ it at all. We may purify the idea in our 
own bath, ajid adorn it with our own habiliments, 
if we can but find it, though among the slaves or 
clowns : whereas,* if it is locked up from us in a 
dark chamber at the top of the house, we have 
only to walk down-stairs again, disappointed, tired, 
and out of humour. 

But fyou were saying that something had 
blinded the philosopher. 

Leontic^. His zeal and partiality. Not only 
did ho prefer Thoopbrastus to everyone who 
taught at Athens ; not fuily did he change his 
original name, for one of so high an import as to 
signify that he would elevate his langpa^ to the 
language of the gods ; but he faiMed and insisted 
that the very sound of Thcophrantim is s\.'ect*, of 
Tyrtamm harsh and inelegant. 

Epimrus, Your oar, Leontion, is the better 
arbitress of mpsical sounds, in which (I speak of 
words) hardly any two agree. But a box on the 
ear does not improve the organ ; and I would 
advise you to leave inviolate and iinlouched all 
those peculiarities which rest on friendsliip. The 
jealous, if wc Buffered them in tlie least to move 
us, would deserve our cominrseratiou rather tlian 
our resentment : but the best tiling wc eji,n do 
with them is to make them tlic comedians of 
our privacy. Some have recently started up 
among us, who, when they have published to the 
world their systems of philosophy, or their axioms, 
or their paradoxes, and find novertliclo.is that 
others are preferred to them, iiersuadc their 
friends and scholars that enormous and horrible 
injustice has been done toward them. By degrees 
they cool however, and become more reasonable : 
they resign the honour of invention, which alw^ays 
may be contested or ascertaiwxl.j^id irn cst them- 
selves with what they style much greater, that of 
learning. What cqjistitutes this glory, on which 
they plume themselves so joyously and gandilyi 
Nothing else than the reading of those volumes 
which we have taken the trouble to write. A 
multitude of authors, the greater pan of th<m 
inferior in abilities to you wdio rve, ar. tiio 
slow constructors of reputations w^hich they would 
jicrsuade us are the solidcst and highest. 
Wc teach them all they know: and they are as 
proud as if they had taught us. Tlier^ are not 
indeed many of these pararitlcc' ^daiits at present, 
sucking us, and resting tlieir leafy slenderness 
upon us : hut whenever books become more nume- 
rous, a new species will arise from them, tc^vhich 
philosophers and historians and poets must give 
w^ay, for, intercepting all above, it will approxi- 
mate much Clearer to the manners and intellects 
of the people. At last what is most Attic in 
Athens will be canvassed and discussed in their 
booths ; and he whfi now exerciseth a j^jund and 
strong judgment of his own, will indifferently 
borrow theirs, and become so corrupted with it, 

* y IneOJUri trfirtfpv i /isrtuvofiute’t 

Styroy } Btifgccev»y‘ m,(JM rviv 

irj>4T$^0v M/Mtrgff ri» rrjf AvryS 

4fik$¥ iwifijfMufifiupaf. Strabo xiii. 
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as ever afterward to be gratified to bie^^heart's 
content by ibe impudent Jaconism of their ora- 
cular deoisione. These people are the natural 
enemies of greater : they cannot ^ell their j^latters 
of offal while a richer feast is open to the public, 
and while lamps of profuser light announce the 
invitation. I would not augur the decay of philo- 
sophy and literature : it was retarded by the good 
example of our ancestors. The seven wise men, 
as they are called, lived amicably, and, where it 
was possible, in intercourse. tOur seventy wiser 
(for we may leckon at least that number of those 
who proclaim themselves so) stand at the distance 
of a poi<jupino’s shot, and, like that animal, scatter 
their shafts in 6vcry direction, with more profu- 
sion than force, and with more anger than aim. 

Hither, to these banks of scrpolet ; to these 
strawberries, whose dying leaves breathe a most 
refreshing fragrance ; to this iyy, from which 
Bacchus may have crowned himself; let us retire 
at the voice of Discord. Whom should we contend 
with ? The less 1 it were inglorious. The greater? 
it were vain. Do wo look for Truth ? sb' 
the inhabitant of cities nor ui clamour 

she steals upon tlie cabv- and meditative as 
Diana upon EndymiQT., indulgent in her chastity, 
encouraging a mcvlest, and requiting a faithful 
love. 

L^Xion, How Temissa sighs after Tnith ! 

EjdcMms. If Truth appeared in daylight among 
mortals, she would surely resemble Ternissa. 
Those white and lucid cheeks, that youth which 
appears more youthful (for unless we are near her 
wo think her yet a child), and that calm open 
forehead . . . 

Jmntion. Malicious girl ! she conceals it ! 

Epicurus, Tn|jgni« is girl ! the resemblance was, 
until now, imperifect. We must remove the veil, 
ourselves ; for Truth, whatever the poets may tell 
11 R, never comes without one, diaphanous or 
opaque. 

If those who differ on speculative points, would 
walk together now and then in the country, they 
might find many objects that must unite them. 
The same bodily feeling is productive in some 
degree of the same mental one. Enjoyment from 
mil and air, from exercise and odours, brings 
hearts together that schools and council-cham- 
bers and popular assemblies have stood between 
for years. 

I hope Theophrastus may live, to walk with us 
I these hushes when they are shadier, and 
to perceive that all questions, but those about the 
way to happiness, are illiberal or mechanical or 
infantine or idle. ' 

Ternissa, Are geometry and astronomy idle? 

Epicurus, Such idleness as theirs a wise man 
may indulge in, when he has found what he was 
seeking: and, as they abstract the mind from 
wdiat would prey upon it, there are many to whom 
I would recommend them earlier, as their principal 
and most serious studies. 

We will return to Theophrastus. He lias one 
great merit in style ; he is select and sparing in 


t&e use of metaphors : that toati sees hadty who 
sees everyilung double. He wants novefty aad 
vigour in his remarks both on men and things : 
nether his sulrfect |ior his mind k elevated : here 
however let me observe, my&ir disciples, thai 
he and some others, of whom we speak in com- 
mon conversation with little deference or reserve, 
may perhaps attract the notice and attention of 
the remotest nations in the remote^ times. Sup- 
pose^him t^ have his defects (all that you or 
anyone ever has supposed in him), yet how much 
greater is his intellect than the intellect of any 
among those who govern the world ! If these 
appeared in the streets of Athens, you would run 
to* look at them, and ask your friends whethei 
they hud seen them pass. If you cannot show aE 
much reverence to Theophrastus, the defect is 
yours. He may not be what Jiis friends have 
fancied him : but how great must he be to have 
obtained the partiality of such friends ! How few ■ 
are greater ! how many millions less I 

Leontiou, A slender tree, with scarcely any heart 
or pith in it, ought at least to na/e some play of 
houghs and branches : he, poor man, is inert. 
The leaves just twinkle, and nothing more. 

Epknrus, He writes correctly and observantly. 
Even bad writers are blamed unjustly ^heh they 
are blamed much. In compWisoniwith many 
good and sensible men, they have evinced no 
slight degree of iatolligence ; yCtwe go frequently 
to those good and sensible men, and engage them 
to join us in our contempt and rdicule, of one 
who not only is wiser than they are, but who has 
made an effort to entertain or to instruct us, 

I which they never did. 

Ternissa. This is inconsiderate and ungrateful. 

Epictirm. Truly and humanely have you spoken. 
Is it not remarkable that we are the fondest of 
acknowledging the least favourable and the least 
pleasurable of our partialities ? Whether in hatred 
or love, men arc disposed to bring their conversa- 
tion very near the object, yot shrink at touching 
the fairer. In hatred their sensibility is less deli- 
cate, and the inference comes closer? in love they 
readily give an arm to a confidant, almost to tfee 
upper step of th^ir treasury. 

Leontion. How unworthy of trust do yon repre- 
sent your fellow men ! But yon began by cen- 
snring me. In my Treatise I have only defended 
your tenets against Theophrastna. 

Epicurus. I am certain yon have done it with 
spirit and eloquence, Cear Leontion; and there are 
but two words in it I would wish you to erase. 

LemUton. Which are thdy ? 

Ejyicurua. Theophrastus and Bpienma.* If you 
love me, you will do nothing that may make you 
uneasy when you grow older ; nothing that may 
allow my adversary to say, "Leontion soon forgot 
her Epicurus.*^ My maxim is, never to defend my 
systems or paradoxes : if you undertake it, the 
Athenians will insist that I impelled you sOc^tly, 
or that my philosophy and my Midship were 
ineffectual on you. 

lueonMon. They shall never say that. 
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JBpimrui. I would entmt you to diemlBB alto- 
gotto tilings quite unworthy of your notice, if 
your obsenrations could &U on any subject without 
embeUishing it. You do not want these thorns 
to light your hre with. 

LeonUon, Pardon the weak arm that would 
have defended what none can reaeh. 

^JBtpicurua, I am not unmoved by the kindness 
of your intentions. Most people, and philosophers 
too among the rest, when their (Am conjunct or 
opinions are questioned, are admirably prompt 
and deirterous in the science of defence ; but when 
another’s are assailed, they^arry with as ill a grace 
and f^tcring a hand, as if they never had taken 
a lesson in it at home. Seldom will thef see 
what they profess to loolc for ; and, finding it, 
they pick up with it a thorn under the nail. They 
canter over the solid turf, and complain tlmt there 
is no corn upon it : they canter over the corn, 
and curse |he ridges and furrows. All schools of 
philosonhy, and almost all authors, are rather 
to be rnequented for exercise than for freight : 
but this exeuc^G ought to acquire ns health and 
strength, spirits- and good-humour. There is 
none of theju that does not supply some truth 
useful to every man, and som ^ untruth equally so 
tS few that are able to wrestle with it . If 
there no falsehood in the world, there would 
be no doubt ; if there were no doubt, there would 
be no inquiry ; if no inquiry, qp wisdom, no know- 
ledge, no genius ; and Fancy herself would lie 
muffled up jn her robe, inactive, pale, and bloated. 
I wish we could demonstrate the existence of 
utility in some other evils as easily as in this. 

Zeontton. My remarks oh thd conduct and on 
the style of Theophrastus are not confined t o him 
solely. I have taken at last a general view of our 
literature, and traced as far as T am able its 
deviation and decline. In ancient works we some- 
times see the mark of the chisel ; in modern wo 
might almost suppose that no chisel was employed 
at all, and that everything was done by grinding 
and rubbing. There is an ordinariness, an indis- 
tinctness, generalisation, not even to be found 
in a flock of sheep. As most reduce what is sand 
•into dust, the few that avoid it run to a contrary 
extreme, and would force us believe that what 
is original must be unpolished and uncouth. 

Epiewrm, There have been in all ages, and in 
all ^ere will be, sharp and slender heads, made 
purposely and peculiarly for creeping into tho 
crevices of our nature. /Yhile we contemplate 
the magniflcence of the universe, ^and mensurate 
tho fitness and adaptation of one part to another, 
the small philosopher hangs upon a hair or (Teeps 
within a ^nkle, and cries out shrilly from his 
elevation that we are blind and superficial. Ho 
discovers a wart, he pries into a pore, and ho calls 
it knowledge of man. Poetry and criticism, and 
all the fine arts, have generated such living things, 
which not only will be co-existent with ibtibi, but 
will 0 fear) survive them. Hence history takes 
Alternately the form of reproval and of panegyric; 
and sdence in its pulverised Itate, in its shapeless 


and tolourless atoms, assumes the name of motsr 
physica ,We find no longer the rich succulence 
of Herodotus, no longer the strong filament of 
Thueydides, but thoughts fit only for the slave, and 
language for the rustic and the robber. These 
writings can never reach posterity, nor serve 
better authors near us : for who would receive as 
docuidents the perversions of venality and party] 
Alexander wo know was intemperate, and Philip 
both infemperato and perfidious : we require not 
a volume of dissertation on the thread of history, 
to demonstrate that one or other left a tailor’s bill 
unpaid, and the immorality of doing so ; nor a sup- 
plement to ascertain on the best authp^♦tieB which 
of the two it was. History shouffl explain to us how 
nations rose and fell, what nurture(l them in their 
growth, what sustained them in their maturity ; 
not wliich orator ran swiftest through the crowd 
from the ri^)t hand to the left, which assassin 
was 1.00 strong for manacles, or which felon too 
opulent for crucifixion. 

Jjf ontion. It is better, I own it, that such writers 
should amuse our idleness tlian excite our spleen. 

Tern ism. What is spleen? 

Epicurus. Do not ash her; she cannot tell you. 
The spleen, Teriiissa, is to the heart what Ari- 
maiies is to Dromay.es. 

Ternimi. I am litl.le the wiser.yet. Does he 
ev(ir use siicli hard words with yo\i ? 

Lcoutiov. Ho means the evil Genius and the 
good Genius, in the theogony of the Persians ; and 
would perhaps tell you, as he hath told me, that 
the heart in itself is free from evil, but very 
capable of receiving and too tenacious of hold- 
ing it. 

Epicurus. In our moral system, tho spleen 
liaugs about the licart aril rOigders it sad and 
sorrowful, unless we continually keep it in exer- 
cise by kind or in its proper place by serious 

investigation and solitary questionings. Other- 
wise it is apt to adhere and to accumulate, until 
it deadens the principles of sound action, and 
obscures the sight. * . 

Termssa. It must make us ve^^’ rrgly when we 
grow old. 

Leontion. In youth it makes us uglier, as not 
appertaining to it : a little more or less ugliness 
in decrepitude is hardly wonh considering, there 
being quite enough of it fr^' . other quarters : I 
would stop it here he vev or. 

Ternma. 0 what a thing is age ! 

Leontiov. Death without death’s qui#t. But 
we will converse upon it when we know it better. 

Epicurus. My beloved ! wc will converse upon 
it at the p#seiit hour, while the harshness of its 
features is indiscernible, not only to you, but even 
to me, who am much nearer to it. Disagreeable 
things, like disa^ceable men, are jjever to bo 
spoken of when they arc present. Do wc think, 
as we may do in such a morning as this, that the 
air awakens the leaves aronnd us only to fade and 
perish ] Do We, what is certain, think that every 
note of music we ever heard, eveiy voice that etnr 
breathed into our bosoms, and played upon ita 
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instruzxient the heart, only wafted us on a little J^ncurua, Such grasses, like such mm, may 
nearer to the tomb 1 Let the idea not sadden but deoelve ns. 

compose us. Let us yield to it, just as season Terntsaa, Must I begin? You both nod. 
yields to season, hour to hour, and with a biMght Leontion, you are poetic^ : I can only feel poetry, 
serenity, such as Evening is invested with by the I can not read it tolerably ; and I am sure to forget 
departing Sun. it if 1 trust to memory. Beside, there is some- 

what ! are the dews falling, Temissa ? Let thin^ in the melody of this in particular which I 
them not yet, my lovely one I ** sadly fear will render me inarticulate. 

Terniasa. You soothe me, but to afflict me Epicurus, I Will relieve you from half your 
after ; you teach me, but to grieve. labour,fby repii^seiitmg the character of Pdem, 

Epicurus. At what just now ? i> Terniasa. Ldt mo down. 

Terniasa. You are many years in advance of Epicurus. The part will never permit it. 

us, and may leave us both behind. Terniasa. I continile mute then. Be quiet. 

Epiciir^.^ Let not the fault be yours. I can not speak a syllable unless I am on |ny feet 

Leontion. How ban it ? ' again. 

Epicurus. The heart, 0 Leontion ! reflects a Leontion. She will be mute a long while, like 
fuller and a fairer image of us than the eye can. the Pythoness, and speak at last. 

Ternisaa. True, true, true ! | Terniasa. Mischievous creature ! as if you^pould 

Leontion, Yes ; the heart rocomppsos the dust ; possibly tell what is passing in my mind. But 

within the sepulchre, and evokes it ; the eye i will not you, Jilpicurus, let me fall, sin^e it must 

too, even when it has lost its brightness, loses not (I sec) be repeated so 'I Shall I begin ] {f}v I am 
the power of reproducing the object it delighted i anxious to have it over. 

ill. It sees amid the shades of night, like the ; Leontion. Why don’t you ? we liw as anxioud 
gods. as you are. 

Epicurus. Sobs, too ! Ah, those can only be Terniasa, as Thetis. 0 Peleus I © thou whom 
suppressed by force. . the Gods conferred on me for all my portion qf 

Leontion. By such ! She will sob all day before happiness . . and it was (I thought) tooDgrea*’. . ” 
she is corrected. Epicurus, as Peleus. Goddess ! to me, to thy 

Terniasa. Loose me. Leontion makes me blush. Peleus, 0 how far more thau Goddess! why then 
Leontion. 1 ] this sudden siloncftj? why these tears 1 The last 

Terniasa. It was you then, false Epicurus I we shed were when the Fates divided us, saying 
Why are you not discreeter 1 I wonder at you. If the Earth was not thine, and the brotjuor of Zeus, 

I could find my way home alone, I would go directly, he the ruler of i hc waters, had called thee. Those 
Leontion. Take breath first. that fall between the beloved at parting, arc 

Terniasa. 0 how spiteful ! Go away, torment- bitter, and ough{ to bo : woe to him who wishes 
ing girl, you shall not kiss me. they were not I but those that flow again at the 

Leontion. Whj^ did he 'I returning light of the blessed feet, should he 

Terniasa. No indeed ; as you saw. What a rjefreshing and divine as mom.” 
question I Kiss me ! for shamCfi; .he only held me Terniasa, as Thetis. ** Support me, support me 
in his arms a little. Do not make him worse in thy arms, once more, once only. Lower not thy 
than he is. ! shoulder from my cheek, to gaze at those features 

Leontion. I wonder he ventured. These little ' that (in times past) so pleased <thee. The sky is 
barks are very dangerous. Did you find it an serene ; the heavens frown not on us : do they 
easy matter to keep on your feet, Epicurus ? i then prepare for us fresh sorrow? Prepare for us! 

Epicurus. We may venture, in such parties of ah me ! the word of Zeus is spoken : our Achilles^ 
pleasure, on waves which the sun shines on ; we , is discovered ; he i{» borne away in the black hob 
may venture on affections which, if not quite , low ships of Aulis, and would have flown faster 
tranquil, are genial to the soul. Age alone inter- than they sail, to Troy.” 

poses its chain of icy mountains, and the star j ** Surely there are those among the Gods, or 
above their summit soon drops behind. Heroes i among the Goddesses, who might have forewarned 


and demigods have acknowledged it. Recite to ; me ; and they did not I Were there no omens, no 
me, 0 I’eraissa! in proof of this, the scene of auguries, no dreams, toishake thee from thy secu- 
Fdem and Thetis. | rity ? no priest to prophesy ? And what pastures 

Temissa. You do not believe in goddesses; and | arc more beautiful than Lantssa’s? what victims 
I do not believe in age. ’ j more stately? Could the soothsayers turn aside 

Leontion. Who fears neither, can repeat it. their eyes from these?” 

Epicunis. Draw, each of you, one of these blades Epicurus, as Peleua. " Approach with me and 

of grass I «am holding, and {fie drawer of the touch the altar, 0 my beloved I Doth not thy 
shortest shall repeat it. finger now impress the soft embers of incense ? 

Temissa. 0 Epicurus I have you been quite fidr? how of^n hath it burned, for him, for thee ! And 
Epicurus. Why doubt me? the loi^ings of the herds are audible for their 

Temissa, Mine,d see, is the shortest. I drew leaders, from the sources of Apidanus and Bnipeus 
out from your closed hand the blade which stood to the sea-beach. Tl^ey may yet prevalh** 
above the other. Tihmsa^as ThsHs, Alas! alas I Priests eaa 
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for«tdl lmtiiofcaT6riili«fbtiure; and an they eaa 
giv« U8 ara ragne pronuaea and abiding feara.** 
Mpieimti, a» Fdem, ** Despond nol^ my long* 
lost Thelaal Hath not a Qod led thee back to 
me? why not bope then he will restore our son? 
Which them all hath auch .a boy offended 1" 
Feimma,a$ Thetu. '^Uncertaintiea . . worse than 
nnoertaintioa . . orerthrow and orerw^^^ 
Sj^ieurw, OBPdeut, "There iasa comfort in 
the midst of eveiy uncertainty, aa,ylfg thoaeswhich 
perplex the Go& and conibund the godlike, 
Dove’a. Be comforted ! not bj my kissea, but by my 
words. Achillea may live tul our old-age- Oura/ 
Had I fbxgotten thy dirinity 1 forgotten it in^y 
beauty 1 Other mortals think their beloved par- 
take ^ it then mostly when they are gazing on 
their charms ; but thy tendemeaa is more than 
godlike ; and never have I known, never have 1 
wished to know, whether aught in our inferior 
nature maywesemble it.” 

Ternima, as Thetia, " A mortal ao immutable, 
the Poweia aboip are less.” 

EpicwrvS, is Pdevs. "Time without grief 
would not have greatly changed me.” 

Ttmiaaat db Thetis. " There is a loveliness 
which youth may be without, and which the Gods 
want. *Ta the voice of compassion not a shell in 
all the ocelh is attuned ; and no tear ever dropped 
upon Olympus. Thou lookest as fondly as ever, and 
more pensively. Have time anti grief done this) 
and they alone 1 my Peleus ! Tell me again, have 
no fresUy foild anxieties 1 . . . ” 

Epimrvs, as Peleua. " Smile thus ! 0 smile 
a6*eahl and forget thy sorrows. Ages shall fiy 
over my tomb, while thou art flourishing in im- 
perishable youth, the desire of Gods, the light of 
the depths of Ocean, the inspirer and sustainerof 
ev^-flowing song.” 

Temiffsa, as Thetis. "I receive thy words, I 
deposit them in my bosom, and bless them. Gods 
vuiy desire me : I have loved Peleus. Our union 
had many obstacle?; the envy of mortals, the 
jealousy of immortalB, hostiliiy and persecution 
irom around, ffrom below, and from above. When 
we were happy they parted us : and again they 
unite us in eternal grief.” \ 

Epimrus, as Fdeus. " The wish of a Divinity is 
powerfuller than the elements and swifter than 
the light. Hence thou (what to me is impossible) 
mayest see ibe sweet AchUles every day, every 
hour.” 

Tarmsaa^ as Thetis, ** H<fW few ! jslas how few ! 
1 see him in the dust, in agony, in death : I see 
hia blood on the flintsS^his yellow hair flapping in 
its ennent^ his hand unable to remove it from his 
eyes. I hw his voice ; and it calls not upon me 1 
Mothers Ire soon forgotten I It is weakness to 
love the weak I I could not save him I He would 
have left the caverns of Ocean, and the groves 
and meadows of BlyBium, though resounding 
with the songs of love and heroism, for a field of 
battijet” 

ifpieurUa, as Feieua, "He may yet live migiy 
yean. Troy hath been taken once already.” 


Temisaa, as TMis, " He must perish ; and at 
Ufroy; aad*now.” 

^ J^eurus, ms peleus, "The now of the Gods is 
more than lifeb'duration : other Gods and other 
worlds are formed witbin it. If indeed be must 
perish at Troy, his ashes will lie softly on 
hers. jThus fiidl onr beauteous son! thus rest 
Achilles )” 

Temissa, as Thetis, " Twice nine years have 
scarcely yet passed over his head, since '0 the 
youth ofiEmtHia! 0 the swi^ the golden- 
haired Peleus!' were the only words sounded in 
the halls of Tethys. How many shells wejjp broken 
for their hoarseness! how mapy reproofs were 
heard by the Tritons for interrupting the slumbers 
... of those who never slept ! But they feigned 
sound sleep: and joy and kindness left the 
hearts of sisters. We loved too well for others to 
lovetfi: • 

^‘Why do I remember the day? why do I remind 
thee of it ? ... my Achilles dies ! it was the day 
that gave me my Achilles ! Dearer he was 
to me than the light of heaven, before he ever 
saw it : and how much dearer now I when, burst- 
ing forth on earth like its first dayspring, all the 
loveliness of Nature stands back, and grows pale 
and faint before his. He is what thou wert when 
I first beheld thee. How can I bear again so great 
a deprivation?” 

Epicurtta, at Fdeut. " 0, thou art follen ! thou 
art fallen through my embrace, when I thought 
on him more than on thee. Look up again ; look, 
and forgive me. No : thy forgiveness I deserve 
not . . . but did I deserve thy love? Thy soli- 
tude, thy abasement, thy parental tears, and thy 
fall to the earth, are from mg ! Why does aught 
of youth linger with me ? why nol^ come age and 
death ? The monster of Calydon made (as thou 
knowest) his first dbd most violent rush against 
this arm; no longer fit for war, no longer a 
defence to the people. And is the day too come 
when it can no longer sustain my Thetis?” 

Temiata, at Thetis, " Protend it not to the skios I 
invoke not, name not, any Deity ! i iear them 
all Nay, lift me not thus above thy head, 0 
Peleus! reproaching the Gods with such an 
awful look ; with a look of beauty which they will 
not pity, with a look of defiance which they may 
not brook.” 

Epicurus, as Fel^. " Doth not my hand en- 
clasp that slender foot, at which the wa^es of 
Ocean cease to be tumultuous, and the children of 
A!olus to disturb their peace ! 0 ! if in the celes- 
tial coolness^of thy cheek, now resting on my 
head, there be not the breath and gift of immor- 
tality ; 0 ! if Zeus hath any thunder-bolt in 
reserve for me; lefothis, my beloved Thetis, 
the hour I” * 

Leontion. You have repeated it admirably *. and 
you well deserve to be seated as you are, on the 
only bank of violets in this solitary place. Indeed 
you must want repose. Why do you continne to 
look sad ? It is all over. Ah my silly comfort f 
That may be the reason. 
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Temuaa, i shall be very angiy wiih^him for 
the way (if you saw it) in whidh he made me idip 
down: and I should have been iK>,at the ioMoid, if 
it would not have hurt the representation 
Yes, indeed, you may expect it, sir I 
Mpicums. I shall always say, at any hour but 
this.” * 

IVmma, Talk reasonably ; and return to your 
discourse on a^e. 1 wish you had a little more 
of its prudence and^'propriety. t 
JSpicurus. And what else ? 

Temiasa. 0 I those are quite enough. 

Mpicahut, There we agree. And now for obe- 
dience to your wilhes. Peleus, you observe, makes 
no complaint that age is advancing on him : death 
itself is not unwelcome : for he had been happier 
than he could ever hope to be again. They who 
have long been wretched wish fo;* death : they 
who have long been fortunate, may with equal 
reason. Biit it is wiser in each condition to await 
it than to desire it. 

Ternissa. 1 love to hear stories of heroic men, 
in whose bosoms there is left a place for tenderness. 

Leontion said that even bad writers may amuse 
our idle hours : alas ! oven good ones do not much 
amuse mine, unless they record an action of love 
- generosity. As for the graver, why can not they 
icme among us and teach us, just as you do ^ 
JSpicti'i'm. Would you wish ii'i 
Ternism. No, no ; I do not want them : only I 
was imagining how pleasant it is to converse as 
we are doing, and how sorry I should be to. pore 
over a book instead of it. Books always make me 
sigh, and think about other things. Why do you 
laugh, Lcontionl 

Epicurus. Sh>^ wis mistaken in saying bad 
authors may amuse our idleness. Leoution knows, 
not then how sweet and sacrod idleness is. 

Leontion. To render it sweet and sacred, the 
heart must have a little garden of its own, with 
its umbrage and fountains and perennial flowers; 
a careless company! Sleep is called sacred as 
w'cll as sweet by Homer : and idleness is but a step 
from it. Tho idleness of the wise and virtuous 
should be both, it being the repose and refresh- 
ment necessaiy for past exertions and for future. 
It punishes the bad man, it rewards the good : 
the Deities enjoy it, and Epicurus praises it. I 
w'as indeed wrong in my remark : for we should 
never^seek amusement in the foibles of another, 
never in coarse language, never in low thoughts. 
When the mind loses its feeling for elegance, it 
grows corrupt and groveling, and seeks in the 
crowd what ought to be found at hoioe. 

Ejpicurua. Aspasia believed so, and bequeathed 
to Leontiou, with every otl^r gift that Nature 
had bestdwed upon her, the power of delivering 
her oracles from diviner Ups. 

Aeonlipa. Fie ! Epicurus I It is weU yon hidft , 


my fooe for me with your hand. Now tahi tl 
away: we can not walk in this manimr. 

Epkwrue, No word could ever M from J/wl 
without its weight ; no breath from yon ought to 
lose itself in the common air. 

Deontton. For shame! What would yon hare 1 
Temisaa. He knows not what he would haire 
nor what he would say. I must ait down a^iln. 

I decide I s<Wcely understand a singfo fiyllahie. 
Well, he is ^ry good, to tease you no longer. 
Epicurus has an exceUent heart; he would gim 
pain to no one ; leastfof all to you. 

LeontStm. I have pained him 1^ this foolish ^ 
bodk, and he would only assure me that he does 
not for a moment bear me malice. Take the 
volume : take it, Epicurus ! tear it in pieces. 

Epiewrus. No, Leontion 1 1 tiiall often look 
with pleasure on this trophy of brave hufoanity ; 
let me kiss the hand that raises it ! , 

TemuscL. 1 am tiied of sitting : 1 am quite 
stiff: when shall we walk homeward 1 
Epicurus. Take my arm, TernSssa ! 

Ternissa. 0 ! I had forgotten that I proposed 
to myself a trip as far up as the pilasters, to look 
at the precipice of Orithyeia. Come along f come 
along! how alert does the sea-air xnake^ns..^ I 
seem to feel growing* at my feet an shoulders 
I the wings of Zethes or Calais. 

I Epicurus. Leontion walks the nimblest to-day. 

I Temisaa. To display her activity and strengtl), 
she runs before us. Sweet Leontijpn, how good 
she is ! but she should have stayed for us : it 
would he in vain to try to overtake her. 

No, Epicurus ! Mind ! take care 1 you are 
t crushing these little oleanders . . and now the 
strawberry plants . . the whole heap . . Not f, 
indeed. What would my mother say, if she knew 
it! And Leontion! she will certainly look 
hack. 

! Epicurus. The fairest of the Eudaimones never 
; look back : such are the Hours and Love, Oppor- 
tunity and Leontion. 

Temiaaa. How could you dare tq treat me in 
; this manner 1 1 did not say again 1 hated any- 
i thing. 

Epicurus, Forgive me I 
Temiaaa. Violent creature I 
Epicurus. If tenderness is violonoe. Forgive 
me ; and say you love me. 

Temiaaa. All at once % Could yon endure each 
boldness 1 e 

Epicurus. Wonounce it ! whisper it t 
Temiasa. Go, go. Wou6d it be proper) 
Epicurus. Is that sweet voice asking its keofl 
or me 1 let the worthier give the answer^ 

Temisaa. 0 Epicurus 1 you are rer^^^ery deer 
to me . . and are the last in the w>rld that would 
ever tell you were called so. 
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THB EMPRESS CATHARINE AND PRINCESS DASHKOF. 

Into hii heart I into his heart t If | itself, the success of the other in calming it, and 
he escapes ve perish. the uneiMed triumph of this exquisite ambiUonu 

Do you think, Dashkof, they can hear me and the calm gazes that it wins upon it 
through the double doorl Yes; hark! |hey Caihmv/te, Are these, my sweet friend, your 
heard me : they have done it C lessons from the •stoic school 1 Are not they 

What bubbling and gurgling ! he groaned but rather the pale-faced reflections of some kind 
once. • epithalamiast from Livonia or Bessarabia ^ Como» 

, Listen I his blood is busier now than It ever come away. I am to know nothing at prflSent of 
was before. I should not have thought it couM the deplorable occurrenee. Did* not you wish 
have spl^hed so loud upon the floor, although his death 1 
' our bed indeed is rather of the highest Daslikof, It is not his death that shocks me. 

Put your ear against the lock. Catkarine, 1 understand you : beside, you said 

Dashl&f, I hear nothing. as much before.^ 

I OaJOwrvm. My ears are quicker than yours, and Dashkof. I fear for your renown. 

know these notes better. Let me come . . . Hear Catharine. And for your own good name, ay 

nothing 1 ou did not wait long enough, nor with Dashkof ! 

coolness and paSiAace. There! . there again! Dashkof He was not, nor did 1 ever wish him 

The drops are now like lead : every half-minute to be, my friend. 

they penetrate the eider-down and the mattress . . Catharine. You hated him. 

How^now ! which of these fools has brought his Dashkof Even hatred may be plucked up too 
dog witl% him 1 What tramping and lapping ! roughly. 

The creaturSivill carry the marks all about the Catharine. Europe shall be informed of nq 
palace with his feet and muzzle. reasons, if she should ever And out that 1 coui> 

Dashkof. 0 heavens ! • . tenanced the conspiracy. She shall be persuaded 

Oatksbrine. Are you a&aid 1 that her repose made the step necessary ; that 

Dashkof Thgre is a horror that surpasses fear, my own life was in danger : that I fell upon my 
and will have none of it. I knew not this before, knees to soften the conspirators ; that, only when 
Catharine. You turn pale and tremble. You I had fainted, the horrible deed was done. She 
should have supported me, in case I had required knows already that Peter was always ordering 
it. * now exercises and uniforms : and my ministers 

Dashkof. I thought only of the tyrant. Nei- can evince at the first audience m^^omanly love 
ther in life nor in death could any one of these qf peace. 

miscreants make me tremble. But the husband Dashkof. Europe m.^ be more easily subjugated 
slain by his wife : . . I saw not into my hearfc : 1 than duped. 

looked not into it : and it chastises me. Catharine. She shall be both, God willing. 

Catharim. Dashkof are you then really nn- Dashkof. The mtyesty of thrones will seem en- 
well ? ' dangered by this open violence. 

Dashkof. What will Russia, what will Europe Catharine. The msyesty of thrones levet in 
say ? jeopardy by those who sit upon them. A sovran 

Catharine. Russia has no more voice than a may cover one with blood more safely than a 
whale. She may toss about in her turbulence ; subject can pluck a feather out of the cushion, 
but my artillery (for now indeed I can safely call I It is only when the people does the violence that 
it mine) shall stun- and quiet her. j we hear an ill report of it. Kmgs poison and 

DaMof. God grant stab one another in pure legitimacy. Do your 

Catharine. I can not but Irugh at thee, my republican ideas revolt from such a doctrine 1 
pretty Dashkof! God grant* arsooth ! He has Dashkof. I do not question this right of tlfeirs, 
granted all we wanted* from him at jpresent, the and never will oppose their exercise of it. But 
safe removal of this odious Peter. if you prove to the people how easy a matter it is 

Dashkifi Yet Peter loved you : and even the to extinguish Sn emperor, and how pleasantly and 
worst husbanif must leave surely the recollection prosperously we may live after it, is it not pro ha- 
of some sweet moments. The sternest must have ble that they also wil^^now and then try the expe- 
trembled, both with apprehension and with hope, riment ; particularly if any one in Russia^ should 
at the first alteration in the health of his consort; hereafter hear of glory and honour, and how 
at the first promise of true union, imperfect w^h- immortal are these by tbe consent of mankind, 
out progeny. Then there are thanks rendered in all countries and ages, in him who releases 
together to heaven, and satisfiMstions communi- the world, or any part of it, from a lawless and 
cated, and infhnt words interpreted ; and when ungovernable despot I The chances of escape are 
the one has fitiled to pacify the sharp cries df many, and the greater if he should have no 
babyhood, pettish and impatient as sovranty accomplices. Of his renown there is no doubt a/. 

Lh2 
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ftll : iiukt is pliiced above ohanoe aad l^yoad time,, 
by the iword he hath exercised to ri^hteoosly* 

CaikaHne, True ; but we must xea8<m like 
democrats no longer. Bepubliosiiiam is tne bMt 
thing we can have, when we can not have power : 
but no one ever held the two together. 1 am 
now autocrat. r 

Dashko/. Truly then may I congratulate you. 
The dignity is the highest a mortal cai^ attain. 

Catharine. I kndw and feel it. 

Dashko/. I wish you always ihay. 

Catharine. I doubt not the stability of power : 
1 can giake constant both Fortune and Love. 
Hy Dashkof sin,ile8 at this conceit ; she has here 
the same advantage, and does not envy her Mend, 
even the autocracy. 

Dashko/. Indeed I do, and most heartily. 

Catharine. How! 

Dashko/. I know very well what those intended 
who first composed the word : but they blundered 
egregiously. In spite of them, it signifies power 
over oneself; of all power the most enviable, and 
the least consistent with power over others. 

1 hope and trust there is no danger to you from 
any member of the council-board, inflaining the 
guards or other soldiery. 

Catharine. The members of the council-board 
lid not sit at it, but upon it, and their tactics 
were performed cross-legged. What partisans are 
to be dreaded of that commander-in-chief, whose 
chief command is over pantaloons and facings, 
whose utmost glozy is perched on loops and 
feathers, and who fancies that battles are to be 
won ratW by pointing the hat than the cannon 1 

Dashko/. Peter was not insensible to glory : few 
men are : but wis^r heads than his have been 
perplexed in wie road to it, and many have lost 
it by their ardour to attain it. I have always 
said that, unless we devote ourselves to the public 
good, we may perhaps be celebrated : but it is 
beyond the power of Fortune, or even of Genius, 
to exalt us above the dust. 

Catharine. Dashkof, you are a sensible sweet 
creature, but rather too romantic on principle, and 
rather too visionary on glory. I shall always both 
esteem and love you; but no other woman in 
Europe will be great enough to endure you, and 
you will really put the men hors de combat. 
Thinking is an enemy to beauty, and no friend 
to tenderness. Men can ill brook it one in 
unoilkcr i in women it renders them what they 
would fain call scornful (vain assumption of high 
prerogative !), and what you would find bestial 
and outrageous. As for my reputation, which I 
know is dear to you, I can purchase all the best 
writers in Europe with a snuff-box each, and all 
the ren^indor with its conCmts. Not a gentle- 
man of the Academy but is enchanted by a tooth- 
pick, if 1 deign to send it him. A brilliant 
makes me Semiramis, a watch-chain Venus, a, 
ring Juno. Voltaire is my friend. 

Dashko/. He was Frederick's. 

Catharine. I shall he the Pucdle of Hussia. Nol 
I had for^tten . . he has treated her scandalously. 


DaMof. DowyooiMtiotif rtkto^^ 
of a writer who ridicules the most vfxtuous and 
glorious of his nation) irho erouriiAd before that 
monster of infiuny, Louis XV.; wbA that worso 
monster, the king his predeoesiorl He reviled 

S h every indi^^lty and indeeaUcy the iroman 
0 rescued France, and who alone, of all that 
ever led the angaies of that kingdoui, made its 
conquerors f he English tremble. Its monOreba 
and wiarshaft cried and ran like capons^ flapping 
their fine crests from wall to wall, and cackU^ at 
one breath deflanoe and surrender. The viflige 
girl drew them bamt into battle, and placed the 
hqavens themselves against the enemies of Cfosrien 
She seemed supernatural : the English xeomitB 
deserted : they would not fight against Gfod. 
Catharine. Fools and bigots ! 

Daahkqf. The whole world oGntainad none 
other, excepting those who fed upon them. The 
maid of Orleans was pious and siikcere : her lifeP 
asserted it; her death confirmed Oloiy to 
her, Catharine, if you love gloi^ Deteetatloii to 
him who has proved the memdlcy of this most 
holy martyr, the guide and avenger of her Idiig; 
the redeemer and saviour of her Cbnntry. 

Catharine. Be it so : but Voltaire buoys me up 
above some impertinent troublesomb p^nshns. 

Daehkof. If deism had been pi^valent m 
Europe, he would have been the champion of 
Christi^ty : add if the French bad been pro- 
testants, he would have shed tears upon the papal 
riipper. He buoys np no one ; for he gives no 
one hope. He may amnse v dulness itself must 
be amused indeed by the versatility and brilliancy 
of his wit. 

Catharine. While I was meoitating on the great 
action I have now so happily accomplished, I 
sometimes thought his wit feeble. Thia idea, no 
doubt, originated from the littleness of every- 
thing in comparison with my undertaking. 

Dashko/. Alas ! we lose much when we lose the 
capacity of being delighted '6y men of genius, and 
gain little when we are forced to run to them for 
incredulity. ' 

Catharine. I shall make some use of my philo- 
sopher at Ferray. 1 detest him as much as you 
do ; but where will you find me another who 
writes so pointedly 1 You really then fkney that 
people care for truth ! Innocent Dashkof \ &lieve 
me, there is nothing so delightful in life as to find 
a liar in a person of repute. Have you never 
heard goodifolks riooicing at it ) or rather, can 
you mention to me anyone who has not bett in 
raptures when he could Communicate such glad 
tidings) The goutiest man wouM go on foot 
without a crutch to tell his friend of It at mid- 
night ; and would cross the Noritfor the purpose, 
when he doubted whether the foe would bear him. 
Men in general are so weak in triith, that they 
arep^obliged to put their braveiy^under it, to prop 
it. Why do they pride themselves, think you, on 
their oourage, when the bravest of them is, by 
i^any degrees, less courageous than a mastiff 
bitch in the straw ) It is oidy that they maif b* 
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fogoet^tiioai fa«arix)g it> and milk# their 
withoui rendexing an account of them. 

Koirwechatapinasireuaedtodo. Yonrapiiita 
and 3 four enthndasm retumed. Courage* 
vay: aweet Daahkof ; do not begin to aigh again. 
We never can haabands while we are young 
and lively* Alas ! 1 can not always be so. Heigdo ! 
But serfs and preferment will do . . none shall 
refuse me at ninety . . Paphos or To^iolsk. 

Have not you a song for me 1 i ^ 
German or Russian 1 t 
^Obt^onne. Neither, neither. Some frightful 
word might drop . . might remind me . . no, 
nothing shall remind me. French rather : French 
songs are the liyeliest in the world. * 

Is the rouge off my froel 
Dashko/, It is ra^er in streaks and mottles, 
exceptmg just under the eyes, where it sits as it 
should do. 

Coitharine^ I am heated and thirsty : I can not 
imagine ^ow : I think we have not yet taken our 
cofibe . . was it so strong 1 What am I dreaming 
of ^ I could eat tnly a slice of melon at breakfut ; 
my duty mged me then; and dinner is yet to 
come. Remember, I am to frint at the midst of 
it ^en the intelligence comes in, or rather when, 
in despite of every effort to conceal it from me, 
the ai^ul*^xuth has flashed upon my mind. 
Remember too, you are to catch me, and to cry 
for help, and to tear those fine flaxen hairs which 
we laid up together on the toilet, and we are both 
to be as incoppolable as we can be for the life of 
us. Not now, child, not now. Gome, sing. I 
know not how to fill up the interval. Two long 


hours^etl hnir Stupid and tiresonia! IwiahaB 
things of, the sort oonld be done and be over in a 
day. They are mighUly diaagreeable when by 
nature one is i^dt cmel People little know my 
character. I have tire tenderest heart upon earth: 
I am conrageouB, but I am full of wealuiessea : I 
possess in perfection the higher part of men, and, 
to a friAid I may say it^ the moat amiable part of 
women. Ho 1 ho ! at laat you amile : now your 
thottghta %pon that. 

Dashkqf, I have heard fifty men swear it 

Catharine, They lied, the knafest 1 harder 
knew them by sight. We were talking of the sad 
necessity . . . Ivan must follow next ;,hff is heir 
I to the throne. I have a wild, im^tuous, pleasant 
I little prot^g^^ who shall attempt to rescue him. 
I will have him persuaded and incited to it, and 
assured of pardon on the scafibld. He can never 
know the trick pisy him ; unless his head, 
like a bottle of Bordeaux, ripens its contents in 
the sawdust Orders are given that Ivan be 
despatched at the first distnrbance in the pre- 
cincts of the castle ; in short, at the fire of the 
sentry : but not now : another time : two such 
scenes together, and without some interlude, 
would perplex people. 

I thought we spoke of singing : do not make 
me wait, my dearest creature f Now can not 
you sing as usual, without smoothing your doves- 
throat with your handkerchief, and taking off 
your necklace 1 Give it me then ; give it me : I 
will hold it fbr you : I must play with something. 

Sing, sing ; I am quite impatient* 


WILLIAM PENN AND LORD PETERBOROUGH^ 


Fenn, Friend Mordaunt, thou hast been silent , 
the whole course of our ride hither; and I should i 
not even now interrupt thy cogitations, if the! 
wood before us weregiot equally uncivil. ■ 

Peterborough, Can not we push straight through | 
iti 

Penn, Terily the thing may be done, after a 
tSne : but at present we have no direct business 
with the Pacific Ocean ; and I ddfibt whether Ihe 
woodland terminates till tbofw waters bid it. 

•* Can we wonder tliat u set of despots, who have, in 
unbroken suooesslon, murdered, or instigated the murder 
of, sons, husbands, wives, fathers. «!hould feel the necessity 
of reducing the world to slavery v d Ignorance, of abolish 
Ing the use of letters, of exttnginshing tl!^;i enthusiasm of 
poetry, of hood-winking the glances of fiction, of shutting 
UP the records of history, find of laying one vast iron hand 
upon the human mouth, covering the lips and nostrils of 
aggregated nattons, fastened and waxed together for the 
purpose, like the reeds of Pan's pipe ? 

t In Spence's Anecdolett he says «« I took a trip once 
with Penn to his oifiony of Pennsylvania. The laws there 
are contained in a small volume, and are ao extremely 
good that there has been no alteration wanted in any one 
of them. These are no lawyers ; every one is to tel his 
own case, or some friend lar him. There are four persons 
aa Judges on the bench ; and, after the case baa been fairly 
laid down onbofh aiden all me four draw lots, and he upon 
whom thd tot fhlle deoidoe the question.'' p. IB5. a 


Peterborough, And^ in thiB manner, for the sake 
of liberty you run into a prison. I would not live 
in a country that does not open to me in all direo- 
tiouB, and that I could not go through when 1 
wish. 

Penn. Where is such a countiy on m:’th ? 

Peterborough, England or France. 

Penn. Property lays thoee restrictions there, 
which here are laid by Nature. Now it ia right 
and proper to bow Wore each of them : but 
Nature is the more worthy of ubedieuce, as being 
the eld^, the more beauteous, the more powerful, 
and the more kindly. Thou couldst no sooner 
ride through thy neighbour’s park, unless Ite per- 
mitted it, than through this forest : and even a 
raspberry-bush in some ten feet border at South- 
ampton woufid be an impediment for a time to 
thy freewill. 

I Peterborough, I should like rather more elbow- 
I room than this, havfbig gone so fhr for iV 
I Penn. Here we are stopped before we are tired; 

I and in thy rather nu>re elbow-room we should 
be stopped when we are : a mighty advantage 
truly ! We run, thou sayest, into a prison, ^ 
the sake of liberty. Alas, my friend ! such l^th 
! ever been the shortsight^ess of mortals. The 
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i^€ 3 r li^ve pursued Is iadaed tlie rei^ wand 
of thtddom. But neither am I disposed, to preach 
lior thou to hear a preacher. ' 

Here at least we are liheratbd fromthli habi- 
tudes and injunctions of semi-harbarous society. 
We may cultivate, we may manipulate, we may 
manufacture, whai we choose, industry and 
thought, and ihe produce of both, are unrestricted. 
Wc may open our hearts to Qod withput offence 
to man : our brothers we may call our brothers, 
and without a mockeiy. If We are studious of 
wisdom we may procure it at the maker’s, and at 
prime ppst ; if we are ambitious of learning we 
maj" gathor it fjedi and sound, slowly indeed, but 
surely and richly, and without holding oht our 
beavers for it, in a beaten and dusty road, to some 
half-dozen old chatterers and dotards, who, by 
their quarrelsomeness and pertinacity, testify that 
they have little of a good quality (to impart. 

PeteHxyrough. All this is very well ; but we can ! 
not enlighten men if we shock their prejudices 
too violently. 

Penn. The shock comes first, the light follows. 
Peterborough. Most people will run away from 
both. Chilean are afraid of being left in the 
dark : men are afraid of not being left in it 
Penn. Well then, let them stay where they are. 
We will go forward, and hope to find the road j 
of life easier and better. In which hope if we ' 
arc disappointed, wo will at least contribute our j 
share of materials for mending it, and of labour in 
laying them where they are most wanted. | 

Prytbcc now, setting aside thy prepossessions, | 
what thinkest thou, in regard to appearance and ; 
aspect, of our Penns 3 dvania 1 ! 

Peterborough. Even in this country, like every ' 
one I have vMted/there are some places where I 
fancy I could fix myself for life. True, such ^ 
fancy lasts but for a moment. : the wonder is that { 
it sliould ever have arisen in me. 

Penn. Certainly in thee it is less to be expected 
than in another ,* but, as in the earth there is (we 
liavc lately been informed) both a centrifugal and • 
a centripetal motion, so in man there is at once j 
a desire of wandering and a tendency to repose. 

Peterborough. The scenery does not altogether 
please me, I acknowledge, quite so well as Bevis- 
IiTount and its vicinity. I love variety in every- ! 
thing : hill and dale, woodland and pasture, even * 


horrent from tne very iff ^ propriety 
Tour argument, that old hedgMire ltw perieot, 
riiould ther^ore pleaee ue 'leee, l» Very good^ 
since pleasure comes fre^ fitoess; but kiii^ a 
higher pleasure may arise and meet ne iu a higher 
region of the mind. Instead of arguing that a 
s6>ut young hedge is the best to keep a calf or a 
galloway within it ; we may ima^e, on seeing 
an ancient cme, composed of its variety of plants, 
diffe|ing in size, form, and colour, that these were 
collected trti > the unserviceable wild which they 
deformed, and, after overrunning it for agee^ were 
obliged by a just dilpensation to protect it We 
m^y imagine the many happy generations that 
have enjoyed the beautiful seasons there, under 
the elder and hawthorn and hickory and mt^le, 
und^ the hazel and dogrose, clematis and honey- 
suckle, and other flowering shrubs, surpassing 
their knowledge and mine. It gives us also the 
idea, though a vague and inoorre^ one, of the^ 
stability and antiquity of property and possession^ 
and of that negligence which we are fond of con- 
sidering as akin to liberality. * The waving and 
irregular line in itself is beautiful ; an4 perhaps I 
like it the better, as varying from«th6 column and 
platoon, and everything el^ connected wiU^my 
profession. %> o ' 

Penn. Yet thou pursuest thy wicken profoasiou 
with enthusiasm. 

Peterborough. pursue it, because it leads to 
distinction and glory. 

Penn. Soldiers, it is said in anclpnt mythology, 
sprung from dragons’ teeth, sown by Cadmus, who 
introduced letters : and when I consider to what 
purposes these also have latterly been applied, it 
would appear that they surely came from the 
same sack as the soldiers, and were only the rot- 
toiicst of the fangs kept till the last. 

Art thou not contented with the distinction of 
the peerage ? 

Peterborough, The peerage hides its little men 
under the robes of its grec^ter. I do confess to 
you plainly, I am not contented with It : I will 
stand alone while I stand at all \ and it is only by 
my profession that I can expect it. 

Why groan ^^o ? 

Penn. Because millions groan, and millions 
must groan still : because Crime and Genius like 
the wild swans in their wintry course, acoommo- 


hedge-rows please me, if they are old. I date one another, preceding and following by 

P^nn. Why the rather for being old! they ; turns, and changing their line, but never losing 
must be the less perfect in their kind, the less neat j it. In printing and writing the mask of admira- 
in appearance. ! tion and of horror is the same : oftentimes in life, 

PeUrUirovgh. You give two reasons why new | what we abhor we should admire, and what we 
hedges should please rather than^'older ; one de- admire, abhor. The signs are identifi^, the 
rived from vision, the other from judgment. The things confounded. 


neatness is produced by re^^larity and cymmetry, 
which &re becoming and desirable in our habili- 
ments, in our fomiture, and in our houses, but 
which little accord with extemsl Katore. ‘At 
home and about ouradves we widi for propriety, 
aa we call it; oat of doom we desire to leave and 
lofornttho idea of whot is within; and there is 
■nmolhfag in dm open air which tendem ua 


I do not wonder that light and trivial minds 
should look for honour in the army : and indeed 
if armies were constituted aa they wm among 
thg ancients, of citizens for the defence of citizens, 
then indeed, although o^ ]n%ht lament their 
existence, there would be aomothing >t least to 
mitigate the lamentarion. But when rhegr one 
jmitieman adt another, *^h0W long have you 
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ier?«d r or, how do you like the service 1” and 
when I disoom glee lighted up on both iddes at 
tho name of the least painful of my 

thoughts is a wery paij^l one ; l^t names and 
things lose their enormity by habit. 

If the wiser and better of every countiy were 
its governors, there i^uld be few wars, few wants, 
few vioes, few miseries ; and this would certainly 
be the case were people well instructed, which 
they easily might he, in their rights and ^duties- 
These are plain and simple, essytgmd pleasant : 
men would leamthem one from another by daily 
conversation, had they not^een seized upon from 
the moment when they begin to speak, and had 
no pains been taken to amaze them with mai^els, 
and to bend into one circle their infancy and 
their decrepitude. Kothing can enter this en- 
chanted circle ; nor can anyone straighten it ; so 
hard is the temper it hath acquired from the dust 
and bellovdng fires in which it sweltered, and 
from Cyclopean anvil on which it was turned 
, and hammered. 

Thy vanity prompts and excites in thee the 
idlest and the foolishest of desires, namely, to be 
looked at and admired by the idle and the foolish ; 
wjiile, with less effort and anxiety, thou mightest 
be ei^taeigpied and respected by the considerate and 
the^wise. a 

Peterhorcugh* I have almost every fault a man 
can have, excepting vanity. • 

Penn, That thou hast mauy I do verily believe, 
and that tlmu art unaware of this lying at the 
bottom of them ; as a feather will sink below the 
surface of the water when it is bemirod. A sick 
m:ai knoweth well enough that he is sick, but ho 
knoweth not by what proper name to call his 
ailment, or whence it originated. If thou art 
wiser than the many, do that which thou thysejf 
approvest, rather than what they may look for; 
and be assured that, when they admire thee most, 
thou hast done something wrong. For, if they 
are ignorant, as w# know they are, it were super- 
fiuous and redundant to say that their judgments 
are incorrect. Thy own heart is the* standard 
•which thy intellect should follow, under the 
command of God. Yanity bears nothing : what 
wouldst thou from itl a public path of fiinty 
materials^ trodden on backward and forward 
from morning to night, and holding no parti- 
cle of the dewB of heaven. Thou knowest what 
poor flordid creatures direct and control the coun- 
sels, of those who proclaim * to us aloud and con- 
fidently that they act under God, and God only. 

Peterborough, An«i, some time ago, in the glo- 
rious reign of our late gracious king’s father, if 
you did not give ear to ^m, they took it. 

Pern, Whence but from the vapours of the 
earth appears there to be, to the uninformed 
rislon, a tretnuloua motion in the stars 1 and 
nhenoe but from the cloudineas and fluctuation 
of their intelll^ do they believe thetiselves 
the primaiy of thoae events, which the 

Almighty froB#*^ibe beginning wiUeth and dis- 
poeeth, end of which th^ are the weakest instm* 
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menfe, though perbaps the only ones in sight 
Pardon n^e, Mordtunt f either a wilderness like 
this, or* a man like thee, would be suffirieut to 
awaken in me the most serious thoughts, and the 
desire of giving them utterance. Common minds 
and common localities have no such influence 
over me. Among them, not to speak is best, 
and not to think is happiest. One older and more 
experienced than thyself, will be surety for this ; 
that, if %hou lovest true gloiy, thou must trust 
her truth ; thafc, like the E^rydice of the poet, 
she followeth him invariably wha doth not turn 
and gaze after her; and slippeth irrecoverably 
from his embrace who, amid shadows a»d hellish 
sights, would seize her and cnjfiy hei^upon earth. 

Peterborough, The oil runs to that part of a lamp 
where there is heat to use it; the animal spirits 
in like manner to the occupation that can absorb 
them. I could easily give you my peculiar rea- 
sons for following the military profession, if this 
general one appears vague and idle; but I am 
certain you can no more wonder at it in me, than 
to sec a larch in the upper part of a mountain : 
you must acknowledge it befits the place, rather 
than a lilac or weeping-willow. Men are little 
better than a row of pins if you stick them close 
together ; but, if you set one upright on a gate- 
post, the folks below stare, scratch their heads, 
and cry The squire!” or ‘^His honour!” Set 
another in cap and plumes on the upper step of a 
portico, and he suddenly hears from beneath him 
an api ellation which you serious men refuse to 
any one but God. The stars themselves are not 
bright by any brightness of iJieir own. Probably 
they are merely dull masses, like what our horses 
arc treading on; but, from that light vapour 
I which surrounds them, a»d from that vast dis- 
tance at which men see them, ' they derive and 
diffuse their splendour. 

Penn. Some philosopher hath said, ** All’s well 
I tliat ends well.” Pithy, but unsound. For thy 
: words end well, hut thy pins do not stick in their 
j paper, friend Mordaunt. People who act per- 
1 versely, are always in readiness to defend them-^ 
j selves with reasons yet more di^^toricd. When I 
was a youth at Oxford 

Peterbiyrough, Ay, Oxford is the arsenal of exam- 
ples. Come draw oat one for me, and throw the 
sack down again. 

Penn. There was a poacher ; and happy is it 
for his soul if he never was employed by the 
luxurious and wanton in quest ^ wo*j»e game 
than partridges ; he was named Daniel Fogram. 
So ready was he to engage his services in any ill 
scheme ortlevice, that one young collegian laid a 
wager with another, on his promptitude to assist 
in the murder of his father. He requested, then, 
Daniel to meet hffn at dusk in the fiddle of a 
plain, called Port-meadow. Daniel was there 
before the time, and, on the approach of his 
employer, sprang up from the turf on which, 
dewy as it was, he had been lying. The yonng 
gentleman took his hand in silence, and affected 
to look behind him, and even behind tho 



m uLkomAS^ oovrwBBkTiom. 


Duiiel AtleiigthMidlie ^Ite! 

can heariia. I have an affidri** added mdowlgr 

and in a whiaper, and then broke* 

with it, master)” said Dai^ Pirtigr haa 
tone of impatience and partly of enoonragemant 

"My dearfriend Dan ! ” rejoined the yonth^ "I 
have a project whioh, if you will kelp irk, wiU 
bring you five guineas.” ^ 

Anything for your honour'a aervie^” eried 
promptly the courtly thief Danial; out 

ingenuously and boldly, my good young master I ' 

** I have then, since the truth must be spoken, 
a father is av^cious and rich : if I were not 
so much in debt, or -if tradespeople woidd trust 
me any longer, I would not apply to you.*' 

" No, on my conscience,** cried DanieUabruptly. 
"I have trusted half the gentlemen in Christ- 
church : and there are grave donsotoo, in more 
than one college, who think they are grown 
again as young and spunky as undergraduates, 
when they can turn a round oath upon the 
catching of a poacher. I find no money forth- 
coming. My pheasanti^ o’ my faith! are no 
golden ones. 1 am sorry, master, your five 
guineas are spent between us here in Port- 
meadow, and neither of us the better.” Thus 
spake the man Daniel, as men report of him, 
whose worldly words (mind ye) are none of 
mine. 

The youth laid his hand upon Daniel*s shoulder, 
and with the other drew forth a purse, with 
many pieces in it, and said calmly, " You have 
misunderstood me,»you see : 1 must be rid of 
him.” 

" Naturally enough ! if the old dog tugs so 
hard with his rg^en teeth, and won't let go the 
pudding-bag though he can’t get down the pud- 
ding. Put, master, five guinees for a father out 
of the way . . methinks . . you say he is very 
rich ; and indeed 1 have heard as much ; very 
nch indeed . . . another guinea could do nobody 
f any hurt,” 

** Well, Dan, you must contrive the means.” 

Six guineas, sir ?” 

" If it must he, we will say six guineas.” 

** Lay him, master, in one of my eel-trunks : 
the eels are running just now, and there are big 
ones about, and many of ’em : the old gentleman 
will give them a dixmer, though he would not 
give you and me one.” 

Tnfe, Dan, but he must be dead first.” 

** That is awkward. I don’t like blood ; though 
there is always some about my jacket . , and 
nobody can swear whose ; badger’s, haVe’s, otter’s ; 
a young pig’s now and then, if he cries after 
me piteously on the road, to l^e up a poor pas- 
senger without a &re.” 

"Seriously, Dan, you can surely have no 
objection to kill the old curmudgeon in good 
company.” 

" Hold^ master ; you must do that yourself.” 

" Why are you so shy, honest Dan 1 ** 

"Nay, nay, master, kill him I will not.’* 

^Butwkynow*” 


^'Whyl in the name oT God 1 i^t thoniiiiii 
no&therofiniiio,'* 

How, Mordannt^ thy tmurnB, I mikm, aio 
oboQt M reasonable as Daniels Prytheo he 
soherminded. Wilt thou alwayi be lani^hing 
•nd^hioonpping and hooting at ndid and liditlong 
rqnooliit Offagalnl aeieiuiiinglflEea 
eehool girl wlm her bedfallow tiokkth her. 9le 
npon ^ee! ie upon thee! See there now! 
Hold 1 hold ! fthon makest my mare kick and 
eaper and ndgh. Hath Legion entered iheet 
trot, oreatnre, slower.** ComidinesB I comeliness ! 
Mordaunt) Hear me! There are unruly home 
in the pasture : they will surely come up, and 
perhaps unseat me. 

Peterborough, Friend Penn, prepare yourself to 
accept the Chiltem Hundreds^ and to make^yoom 
for one or other of 'em. . . 

Penn, Of a truth now this it unaeexu^y. 

Peterborough, By my soul, if you hii /iold the 
story to the late ke would have given yon 
the rest of America. C^me ; we aid out of danger^ 
I will be grave again. 

Penn, Qod mend thee, madcap h Wilt thou 
come and live with us I , 

Peterborough, I confess I should be ii3lpctAht to 
exchange my native country for any other. 

Penn. Are there many parts of England thou 
hast never seen 1 • 

PeUrborough. Several: I was never in York- 
shire or Lancashbra^ never in Mopmouthshire 
or Nottinghamshire^ never in Lincolnshire or 
Bntland. 

Penn. Haat then at no time fblt a strong desire 
to visit them? 

Peterborough, Hot I indeed. 

Penn, Yet thy eamestneia to come over into 
America was great : so that America had attrac- 
tions for thee, in its least memorable parte, power- 
fhller than England in those that are the most 
York and Lancaster have stinring sounds about 
them, particularly for minds easily set in motion 
at the fluttering of banners. Is the whole island 
of Britain thy native country, or only a section oi( 
it ? If all Britain is, all Ireland must be too ; for 
both are under tbe same crown, though not under 
the same laws. Perhaps not a river nor a channel, 
but a religion, makes the difference: then I, 
among millions more of English, am not thy 
countryman. Conaider a little, wl^t portion or 
parcel of soil ii^our native land. 

Petefhtyrough. Just as much of it as our Meada 
stand upon. 

Penn. I would say more : I would say, just as 
much as supports our vanity in our shire. 

Peterborough. I oonibss, ^e sort of patriotism 
which attaches most men to their oonntiy, ia 
neither a wiser nor a better feeling than the feel- 

M recluses and cate. SoourraandatarvaUoa 
cure them of their stupid love for loealities. 
Mine is differeut : I lilmteaee tltedei^emterito 
I have taken in the foreat^ and the jfiioea where 
nobbdy dared follow me. I like to fed and to 
make fidt my supciimily# tradespeople 
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and taam in dull debates, but over lords 
and are&blidiops, over obancelloni and kings. I 
would no Uiore live where they ate not^ than have 
a snansiiudioiiie without a stable, or a paddock 
without a leaping-bar. 

i’MMk SuperioiitF ia wealth is oommunioated 
to inanjand parteken by tiiousands, and Ihere- 
Ibre am pardon it : while mperior^y of rank is 
invidious, and the right to it is questioned in 
most I would uot for the wvnld raise 

so many evil passlona every tim«4 I wali in the 
street 

P^Urbortm^, It would%nu8e me. I oare not 
how much people hate me, nor how many, pro* 
vided their hatred feed upon itael( withrat a 
blow at me, or privation or hindnmoe. Great 
dogs fondle little dogs : but little dogs hate them 
morally, and lift up their ears sj^ tails and 
spinal hairs, to make themselves as high. Some 
people ar^nnhappy unless they can display thoT 
* snpericgity ; others are satisfied with a conscious- 
ness of it : the latter are incontestably the better; 
the former art infinitely the more numerous, and, 
I will venture to say, the more useful. Their 
vanity, call it nothing else, sets in motion all the 
^tivity of less men, and nearly all of greater. 

Prove ibis activity to be beneficial, 
prove it tnly to be neutral, and we meet almost 
near enough for discuBsion ; not quite: for vanity, 
which is called idle, is nevciw inoperative : when 
it can not by its position ramble far afield, it 
chokes the idant that nurtures it. Consciousness 
of superiority, kept at home and quiet, is the nurse 
of innocent meditations and of sound content 

Canst not thou feel and exhibit the same supe- 
riority at any distance 1 

PeUtiixyrouyh, I can uot make them feel it nor 
see it. What is it to be anything, unless wp 
e^oy the faculty of impressing our image at fuU 
l^g^ on the breast of others, and strongly 
too and deeply and (when we wish it) painfully ; 
but mostly on thwse who, because their rank in 
court-calendars is the same ^ or higher, imagine 
they are like met, equal to me, over me I I thank 
^God that there are kings and princes : remove 
them, and you may leave me alone with swine 
and sheep. 

Penn, I would not draw thee aside ftem bad 
company into worse : if indec<l that may reason- 
ably be called so, which allows thee greater room 
and more leisure for refiectio^j, and which imparts 
to thee purer innocence m i engpes thee in use- 
fUller oecupations. That such is the case is evi- 
dent The poets, t# whom thou often appealest 
for sound philosophy and right feeling, never lead 
shepherds into courts, but o^n lead the great 
aanoug shepherds. If it were allow'able for me 
to disdtoin or despise even the wickedest and 
vilest of God*a creatures, in which condition a 
king peradventure, as easily as any other, x^y be, 
I think I eottid, without much perplexity or in- 
quiiy^ find something in the multitude of his 
blese&gs ^te as reaiK>nabie and proper to thank 
him fer* With all thy contemptuousness, %ou 


plafest thy fertune and the means of thy ad> 
vanoeipent in the hands of such penons ; and 
they may ruin thee. 

Peterboroujik. Too ]daee your money in the 
hands of bankers ; and they may ruin you. The 
difference your miner may gain a good deal by 
it, and may run off: mine haa no such temptation, 
and Should not mn fer. All titolaia else must be 
produ<^ by others ; a knight by a knight, a peer 
by a kmg, while a gentleman is self-existent. Our 
country exhibits in every part of It what none in 
the world beside can do, men atf once of elegant 
manner^ ripe and sound learning, unostentatious 
honour, unprofessional coura^, coqfiAng hospi- 
tality, courteous independent. If a Frenchman 
saw, as he might do any week in the winter, a 
hundred or two of our fox-huuters in velvet caps 
and scarlet coats, he would imagine he saw only 
a company qf the rich and idle. 

Penn, He would think rightly. Such gentle- 
men ought, willing or loth, to serve an appren- 
ticeship of seven years to a ratcatcher. 

Peterborough, It would be no unwise thing to 
teach, if not gentlemen, at least the poor, in what 
manner to catch and exterminate every kind of 
noxious animal. In our island it is not enough 
to have exterminated the wolves : we are liable 
to the censure of Idleness and ill husbandry, while 
an otter, a weazel, a rat, or a snake is upon it. 
Zoologists may affirm that those and other vermin 
were created for some peculiar use. Voracious 
and venomous animals may be highly respectable 
in their own society : and whenever it is proved 
that their service to the community is greater 
than the disadvantage, I will propose in parlia- 
ment to import them again duty-free. 

Penn» Bats come amon^ us ,T^th almost evexy 
vessel : and nothing is easier than to entice them 
to a particular spot, either for the purpose of con- 
servation or destruction, as may seem fittest 

Peterborough. Belease me from the traps, and 
permit me to follow the hounds again ; but pre- 
viously to remark that probably a third of t aese# 
fox-hunters is composed of wen-edu>''ated men. 
Joining in the amuBements of others is, in our 
social state, the next thing to sympathy in their 
distresses : and even the slenderest bond that 
holds society together shouKl rather be strength- 
ened than snapt. 1 feel r.o Lurror at seeing the 
young cfeigyman in tne field, by the side of hia 
patron the squire aud his parishioner the yeoman. 
Interests, falsely calculated, would keep feen and 
classes separate, if amusements and recreations 
did not insensibly bring them close. If convi- 
viality (whfch by your leave 1 call a virtue) ia pro- 
moted by fox-hunting; I will drink to ito succese^ 
whatever word in^e formulary may follow or go 
before it. Nations have fallen by wanting, not 
unanimity in the hour of danger, so mu^ as 
union in the hours preceding it. Our national 
feelings are healthy and strong by the closeness 
of their intertexture. What touches oue rank is 
felt by another : it sounds on the rim of the glaai^ 
the hall rings with it, and it is well (you will say) 
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If the drum and the trumpet do not catcii it 
Feelings are more easily communicated cunong 
na than manners. Kvexyone disdain^ to imitate 
another : a grace is a peculiarity.' rYet in a^iide 
no longer than what we have been taking, how 
many objects excite our interetst ! By how many 
old mansiou'houses should we have passed, ^Hhin 
which there are lodged those virtues that consti- 
tute the power, stability, and dignity of ^ people. 
We never see a flight of rooks .or wood-pigeons 
without the certainty that in a fel^ minutes they 
will alight on some grove where a brave man has 
been at hjs walk or a wise man at his meditations. 
North America ifiay one day be very rich and 
powerful ; she can not be otherwise : but ^she 
never will gratify the imagination as Europe does. 
Her history will interest her inhabitants ; but 
there never will be another page in it so inter- 
esting as that which you yourself bive left open 
for UTiadonicd and simple narrative. The poet, 
the painter, the statuary, will awaken no enthu- 
siasm in it : not a ballad can be written on a hale 
of goode : and not only no artist, but no gentle- 
man is it likely that America will produce in 
many generations. 

pent). She does not feel the need of them : she 
can do without ’em. 

Peterborough. Those who have com may not 
care for roses ; and those who have dogroses may 
not care for doui)le ones. I have a buttonhole 
that wants a posy. 

Penn. I do not conceal from thee my opinion 
of thy abilities, which probably is not a more 
favourable one than thy own : since however the 
vices that accompany them, rather than the vir- 
tues, thy ambition rather than thy honesty, thy 
violence rather^an thy prudence, may push thee 
forward to the first station ; it is my duty as a 
friend to forewarn thee that jftich promotion will 
render thee, and proi^ably thy countrymen, less 
happy. 

Petert)oro'ugh. I will not permit anything to 
produce that cfTect on me : the moment it begins 
the operation, 1 resign it. Happiness would 
overflow my heart, to see reduced to the con- 
dition of my lackeys the proudest of our priest- 
hood and our peerage. I should only have to 
regret that, my condition being equal to theirs, 
I could not so much enjoy their Immiliation, as 
if my family and my connections were inferior. 
When 1 discover men of high birth condescending 
to per^)rm the petty tricks of party, for the sake 
of oijtaining a favour at court, I wish it were pos- 
sible, by the usages of our country and the feelings 
of Englishmen, to elevate to the rank of prime 
minister some wrangling barrister, some impu- 
dent buffoon, some lampoonejp from the cockpit, 
some asanj^ from the theatre, that their backs 
might serve for hia footstool. 

Penn. Was there ever in a Christian land a 
wish more irrational or more impious % 

Peterborough. The very kind of wish that we ' 
oftenest see accomplished. 

Penn. Hever wilt thou see this. 


Peterborough. Be not ev0^oerta3||. 

Penn. Charley whoae pkaeures uriM k# 
vulgar, whose parllaimenla ira^ oo^pt and 
traitorous, chose ministers of some 
The mob itself, that is amused by dancing ^ogs, 
is loth to be ridden by them. The lis^ that 
wri&th songs on our street-walls, ought never to 
subscribe to the signature of our kings. 

Peterborough. 1 speak oi parliament, 

Penr^ Thou^speakest then worse St&li A king 
wears its livei^ and eats its bread. Without a 
parliament he is but as the slough of a snake, 
hanging in a hedge it retains the form and 
oolo^^rs, but it wants the force of the creature ; 
it waves idly in the wind, and is fit only to 
flnghten wrens and mice. 

Thy opinions are aristooratical : yet never did 
1 behold a man who despised the bddy and^em- 
bers of the aristocracy more haughtily and scorn- 
fully than thou dost. 

Peterlujrougk. Pew have had better opportunities^ 
of knowing its composition. 

Penn. Those who are older must have had 
better. 

Peterborough. Say rather, may have had more : 
yet 1 have omitted few, unless the lady’s choice 
lay below^ the chaplain ; for I was alw^ys^select 
in my rivals. How many do you imagine of our 
I nobility are not bastkrds or sons or grandsons of 
I bastards 1 If you* believe there are a few, I will 
send the titheman into the inclosure, and he shall 
levy his proportion in spite of you. 

Aristocracy is not contemptible as a system of 
government ,* in fact, it is only one a true 
gentleman can acquiesce in. Give me anything 
rather than the cauldron, eternally bubbling and 
hissing, in which the scum of the sugarbaker has 
luought at the bottom of it, but the poison of the 
lawyer’s tongue, and the bones of the poor reptile 
he hath starved. 

Enough for aristocracy ; now for aristocrats. 
Let me hold my hat before rmy face and look 
demurely, while I say, and apply the saying to 
myself, that, to him whose survey is from any 
great elevation, all men below are of an equa{ 
size. Ari.stocrats and democrats, kings and scal- 
lions, present one form, one stature, one colour, 
and one gait. I see but two classes of men : those 
whose names are immortal, and those whose names 
are perishable. Of the immortal there is but 
one body : all in it are so high as to seem on an 
equality, inasipuch asni immortality admits of no 
degree : of the perishable there are several sets 
and classes ; kings and chafiiberlainB, trumpeters 
and heralds, take up half their time in cutting 
them out and sticking them On blank paper. If 
I by fighting or writing could throw myself for- 
ward and gain futurity, I should think myself as 
much superior to our sovran lord the king, as our 
Bovr%n lord the king is to any bell-wether in his 
park at Windsor. 

Penn. Strange ! thatmen should tojQ for earthly 
gloiy, when the only difference betw^ the lowest 
and highest is comprised in two letters : the one 
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In » ihottfiaud and one of a thousand : an 
iiom to itoe midst of atoms, take wkioh tkon wilt 
For tlie sake of peace and quii^ I would avoid to 
puldio too nloe toquiiies into toose di|paitie% as 
they are called, which arise fortuitously or spring 
tnm torour. $ver since the abolition if the 
Oonunonwealth, we have been deafened by exda- 
mations of Church and King, and stupided by 
homilies on throne and attar, which latter the 
more pious and more intelligent mean buttery- 
hutch and edlar. They todeed^edare that by 
** throne** they would simplify the wUl of one, and 
by **okarf the vmd of the Lord, Now if the will 
of one is the degradation of millions ; if the will 
of one is for strumpets and gamesters and ruinous 
expenditure to Idle recreations ; if the altar is the 
marketplace whereto every man is forced to bring 
a tenth of com and cattle, and must be taught 
by a hireling and extortioner what Jesus and his 
di8oiplea%nd apostles, by commanding and preach- 
ing and writing, could not teach him, then indeed 
must I be ^enhnned in my opinion, formed after 
many years from all I have experienced and seen, 
from the honester part of the reasoiiers 1 have 
heard, an<f from the wiser of the books I have 
•perused, that, until these incumbrances and 
ourfiesf tliis throne and altar, are removed from 
the earth, man never can attain, and unworthily 
will aspire to, the happiness and dignity of his 
destination. * 

Peterborough, I know not to what books you 
refer. LAeirned men may be mistaken in their 
reasonings, and are likely to be : they start with 
more prejudices than the unlearned, and throw 
them off with more difficulty. I may differ from 
Olcero and Sydney . , . 

Penn. Thou mayest ; but if they are wiser than 
then art, might we not sunnisc that they tlikik 
more rightly on what hath more fully occupied 
their thoughts 1 

Peterborough. That follows necessarily. 

Penn, When d man on any occasion saith " I do 
not think so,” we might ask him, if civility allowed 
it, Hast thou thought enough upon it 1 or in 
truth hast thou thought at all ? ” In our case, we 
need not run back to Cicero, jve need not invoke 
the name ef Sydney, if in the heaviness of our 
hearts the violence of his separation from us it 
were audible on our lips ; it suffices to look into 
our term-yards to the morning, and at midnight 
to mingie with the groot ^porters at the pal^. 
The matter of religion % quite ^different to thee, 
as ter as the heart is concerned ; and in my opin- 
ion it is here thni the heart alone is in question, 
i am grieved to find it insisted on that the Word 
ef €hd requires more explanation than the ISta 
tete» at Large j that men ore appointed and paid 
to expound it ; that we must give them money 
Ibr words, and finally must take tlu;ir words at 
thidr own price. W e may know the very thing they 
dOi we may know it better, we may have learned 
H before they learned it; there is no appeal ; we 
most take it after their chewing, and ke|p it to 
ear mouths and swallow it Just as we received it 


out of theim. No nten whatever is salaried ter 
teachkiF the laws of the land to the simple, which 
la]fs are mesf^ dark and intricate, although by 
ignorance or mistime of them a poor creature may 
Ite hanged : yet thousands are salaried for teaching 
what ChrUt taught better, what is plain to every- 
one, |and what the divine and mercifd lawgiver 
would certainly not hang us for misinterpreting. 
Indeed he left us no power of doing so : he found 
a tablet on our bosoms fit for the reception of his 
precepts, andibhore is nothing in them which we 
con erase without a violence to our conscience, 
nothing which we can neglect without^ detriment 
to our interests. If none trad(ri in the expounding 
ox his laws, none would be called heretics, none 
would be burned alive, none* persecuted. Tolera- 
tion is in itself the essence of Christianity, and the 
very point which the founder of it most peculiarly 
eqjoined. <t is for God to regard our motives ; it 
is for man to regard our acts : and when an act 
is proved to be against the law, then, and then 
only, is it our business to inquire into the motive, 
and whether it aggravates or extenuates the 
offence. 

Peterborough. Now answer me : would you per- 
mit any, whatsoever body of men, to act systema- 
tically against the laws ^ 

Penn. If the laws were iniquitous, or forced 
upon them, there are some who might. 

Pekrltorough, What, if equitable ; wbat, if con- 
servative of peace '! 

Penn, Thou knowest my mind on this. 

Peterborough. The popish priesthood must always 
be opposed to the civil magistrate. 

Penn. In what must it, and by what necessity 1 

Peterborough. By its ii^titution, by its interests 
and its vows. Laymen are commanded, by the 
statutes of every nation in Europe, to denounce a 
murderer, or whoever is guilty of a capital crime.. 
The popish priest, in quality of confessor, is com- 
manded by other edicts, by edicts issued from 
without the country, not to deiioujice any such : 
so that, by the institutions even of calli(»lic . 
he becomes a partaker of the crinic. 

Pemi. There are contradictory lows that protect 
them. 

Peterborough. Surely that country can not be 
well 'governed, which has one bedy ox laws for one 
body of men, anothe^' t'tr another; which says, 
" this crime shall make those amends,” and yet 
allows a priest or friar, a thousand miles off, to 
whisper by proxy in another’s ear, '' if ^ou hear of 
it in confession, oblige the criminal to eat a pound 
of stale ^rats and a bundle of stiff radishes ; and, 
when you three divine agents have touched liis 
entrails, take out your whittle and cut the halter.” 
Nevertheless’, thgt papists have a strong argument 
in favour of their religion, disobedient as it is to 
the command of Jesus Christ, in rising up against 
the civil magistrate, and claiming a superiority 
of power. 

Penn, What argument I 

Peterborough, Its duration. 

Penn. I never knew anything good tomato so 
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long: and otto paganiams may boast the same 
advantage aa this. Whatever is eqnallyireil con- 
trived to flatter the vices of«men, exist wl^e 
the Vicos themselves do. The little there was* of 
learning in the worlds and the much there was 
of craft and violence, were employed for many 
oanturies in the construction of tto vast ^bric, 
where, as is reported of a temple in Babylon, 
every comer was invited to the mysteries of pros- 
titution. But in Babylon we do not read that 
people were slain for abstaining thbrefrom, or fl>r 
preferring fresh water to salt, and cleanliness to 
perfumes. ^ 

Feterln/roug^. Perhaps the greatest ham of the 
religion does not consist in the domination, in 
the fallacy, in the fraud, in the cruelty it exercises, 
but in rendering man selfish and ungrateful. The 
worst ingratitude lies not in the ossified heart of 
him who commits it ; but we find it <n the effect 
it produces on him against whom it is committed. 
As water containing stony particles encrusts with 
them the ferns and mosses it drops on, so the 
human breast hardens under ingratitude, in pro- 
portion to its openness, its softness, and its apti- 
tude to receive impressions. Envy and revenge 
and lust and tyranny befall the ill-disposed in 
common with the better ; but ingratitude befalls 
the better only, and curdles the sweetest drop in 
the gentlest heart Alms-giving, that is the 
giving of money to the idle l^gers-on of popery, 
is among the private duties she inculcates, we 
know for what ends : let us consider with what 
arguments and incentives. She assures the alms- 
giver that he will be richly repaid, and indeed 
that he can nowhere else find such interest for his 
money. When he hath given it, he not only is 
quit of old sins iiw*an exact ratio to the sum de- 
posited, but he may run up a fresh account, and 
always stand on the creditor S!tde. And here I 
come to the point of gratitude, at the mention 
of which you looked on me interrogatively. The 
ragged receiver knows the motive, counts the 
^oin, thanks the Yirgin, rubs his shoulder against 
the angle of some pedestal, or the fret-work of some 
shrine, consults his confessor what number is most 
lucky in the lottery, tries his fortune, looses, 
blasphemes, crosses his bosom, and returns to 
mass. 

Penn. Poor benighted soul ! The old serpent 
putteth out his tongue to belime and catch thee. 

Peterborough. Whoever has given the value of a 
few shillings, carries back with him a ticket for 
Paradise, delivered at the counter, and the pro- 
mise of recommendation to the sen^futs of a 
garden, where every bush is hung with coronels, 
and every alley rings with hallelujahs; but no 
signification that he might porsibly have been 
actuated bybompassion, by a spirit of benevolence, 
or by a sense of duty. It would be thought un- 
christian and ungentlemanly, to make inquiries 
into the causes of a poor man's sufferings ; you 
have no business with sympathy, none with ex- 
postulation, none with admonition, none with 
advice - vou must give because you arc com- 


manded by the church : ym muBi abstain from 
interference because the church to atodjr ap* 
pointed to that office. Open your purse to the 
idle, and you may kiss the first woman yon ftogr, 
and stab the first man that interrupts yom 

Pe^n, Wilt thou not stay theO, Kordauntl 
What slough art thon sinking into 1 

Peterbof^h. I ought to have qualified the m* 
presaion, by adding so as not to give scandid^ but 
sagely snddiscree^. Whimsy you groan, mend 
Penn, if ever y(Ki dreamt that a religion like this 
eould be eradicated. 1^* needs not the word of 
Qod to assure us of its perpetuity : it needs but 
the vices of man; in other wordi^ man's nature. 
Here couches the serpent that ha^ swallowed up 
ail the rest: here stands the Temple, with its 
spacious dome and innumerable pinmidle% where 
Crime, shaking off Despondency, sits side by aide 
with Virtue. 

Penn, Where nothing is divine but« mystery, 
and nothing is damnable but doubt* ever&eleia^ 
the sun of righteousness shall arise « . 

Peterborough. To show the vapour, not to 
scatter it. Wisdom and Folly, Patience and Vio- 
lence, have alike and equally lent a h&nd to this 
resplendent and indestructible jikntheon. . 

Penn. Have Justice and Truth ever ofdcreffi it i 
Hath Religion, through the clouds of incjhse that 
are wafted under her, ever seen there or sought 
Humanity 1 NowWre in turning over the leaves 
of the New Testament do I find the ordinance 
of cutting and searing in conversiOus; which 
therefore I must attribute to some holy fhther, 
whose notion of bringing up his children makes 
me wish he had fewer ; or to some pastor who 
would rather superintend the gelding of his flock 
than the washing. 

i*Peterborough. Your popish Mends in England 
will be very angry at you if they ever hear you 
speak in this manner. 

Penn. They are the persons who ought to thank 
me, if any ought. 1 do not cry'kt the portcullis 
of a castle that a fox is under it : I cry at the 
cottage-door that I saw him steal intb the hen- 
roost Men hate us worse for trying to set them 
right than for trying to set them wrong, and have 
no more fondness for plain truths thm for plain 
clothes. The popish priest hath grounds for dis- 
liking me : the popish gentleman hath no better 
reason for it than for disliking the man who has 
liberated him from a madhouse, has cured him of 
a malady caught^y seeiiig others in it> to allowed 
him to order his own dtoer, hits kept his 
daughters from the defitoein of foul questions 
and suggestions, and his wife's tongue from be- 
traying the secrets of the fiunily. These are only 
a few of the benefits I should confer on him, if he 
would be warned by me against that worst of felse- 
hood and impiety, which persuades him that any 
mortal stand between God and himself, or aid 
him in his salvation by other means than good 
counsel. He may swallow a goatskin of the 
riche^ tinta de Pota through the channel of his 
teacher, and his forehead may be smeared with 
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ProTeuce tiU it ibine like a biaaen warming' 
pan : ba in vatu. 

Piterborough, BaaUy, to apoak mj mind^ a reli- 
gion to be aonnd andwhdoBOino muatbe home- 
brewed. In ronn^ across the we^* with i^ jon 
lose almost all bat the froth. To force mm into 
public houses of worship^ is aa uiyust and nnrea- 
•mable as to force them into public houses of 
carousal. If you will insist upon it, the least yon 
can do is to pay the reckoning. • 

PeiUL This Tarieth from tig' farmer ftntasies. 

PeUiiorcugk, It is mj custom to ssy and do 
whatCTcr occurs tome at the moment I may 
be called inconsistent for it, but I can yiot be 
called unfoir. 

Penn, Faiiness and consistency me not indeed 
always the same. Kothing is more consistent 
with an honest character tl^ to acknowledge a 
corrected inconsistency. 

PtUrhrough, If 1 giro seyersl sets of opinions 
whUcianother giyea one opinion only, I giye what 
may be rec^y^ and what may be r^ecM, which 
he does ndt : and the choice between two things 
is. often as good as either. 

Penn. And the escape from both of them is 
• often as good as the choice 

'Pet^Bormjh, In any set speech, in addressing 
the paAiament or the soldiexi^ yon neyer will find 
me contradictory or wavering; whereas among 
my friends I throw out wUht comes uppennost, 
and find a pleasure not only in my versatility, but 
in the watchfulness it excites among those who 
purchase from me, at an easy price, the titles of 
wariness and acuteness. Nothing is so agreeable 
both to children and men, as to let them catch 
you tripping, and particularly if you are strong 
and usually walk upright and with stateliness : 
and to connive at them is the most economical of 
pleasures. 

Penn. It may hinder thy rise in the state ; which 
would fret thee. 

PeUrhorongK ^VHiat man ever rose in it by his 
intellects^ until he had perverted or contracted or 
covered them 1 The wide and abundant and im- 1 
petuouB stream bears pleasure and wonder on ite 
bosom : wealth rises from the; narrow and laeti- 
tions. What is that to me 1 Let us spur <m. 

You have already proved that what we call 
patriotism is very different from what rhetoridanB 
and orators represent it. A man’s own glory rests 
well upon the glory ofil ^ country : but how few 
eandaimanyfortheir^rmt Gi^t generally great 
writers : have we in existence or on record, hiUf a 
dozen of either 1 ^ITe axe apt, I know not with 
what reason, to ridicule the French for their 
proneness to servitude and their adulation to 
priuces: yet is there another man in the world 
so proud of his country as a Frenchman is of 
France 1 We consider no part of God’s creation 
so cringings so insatiable^ so ungratefirl^ as the 
Scotch : nevertheless we see them hang together 
by the daws like hots ; and they bite and scratch 
yon to the bone if you attempt to put an Eugliah- 
aun in the midst of them. Altl^agh they till 


you they axe the most loyal of mankind, yet they 
axe Tm/ij at any time to sell their king and a^ 
jure their principlee^ and will haggle less with you 
aBout the price of them, than about a bale of linen 
or a barrel of haddock. 

Penn. How is this 1 We never gained so much 
by Charles as we paid for him. 

Peterborough. That bargain was driven hard 
with ns : but if IM could a^e little of him, what 
could (&ey. do 1 

A story cofoes into my min^ which I heard at 
Poriamouth just before 1 left England. It exhi- 
bits no unfovourable specimen of a : and it 
proves to us that there is p certain Patriotum 
loth to let Truth stand in her way, or Nature 
herself do anything disagreeable to her. The 
Lord Halifia, you may have heard perhaps, is the 
chief patron of our poets. A Scotchman one day 
came befose him, bowing to the earth, and hold- 
ing out a piece of rumpled paper. His lordship 
smiled with his usual afokbility, thanked him, and 
told him that, being a disciple of Hr. Locke’s, he 
had no occasion for such an offering so long after 
breakfast. ** Hauld ! hauld ! it’s poesy, it’s 
poesy, my laird ! written on the scaith of a 
maiden in Dundalk, and ane of very guid con- 
naxions.” 

"Well then, my dear sir, let me see it.” 

The rhymes are in a kind of step like that of 
Catiline as described by Sallust : modo eitus modo 
tardut inoeteut : the bmt invention that poetry 
ever made : never was there one so serviceable to 
the memory, for you must read them several 
times over ^ore you can find out whether there 
are any verses in them. 1 should not be surprised 
if they shortly come supjjprted by such a powerful 
host of partisans, on our side ^4the Tweed, as to 
rout the united forces of Milton and Shakspeare. 
Listen. * 

The Muthenk blast was bo bitter cold. 

It almost sheared the sheep in our fold 
And made the young maiden look like the old. 

Blue as baboon is, where he is bluest . . . 

Mind thy steps, Meggie ( mind, thou meat. 

" How ! ” cried Lord Halifax, can Scotchmen 
then come so near the English border in their 
phraseology 1 ” Nevertheless he suspected a mis- 
take, and soon apprehended if . " The southern 
blast 1 you must mean the northern.” 

" Faith and troth ! and I did mean the northern, 
and did e’en write it, my laird I but 1 thought i ’ 
my conscience it ill beseemed me to leffre an im- 
mortal reflaxlon on my ain maither country.” 

Halifax pve him a guinea, ordered his groom 
to bring nixn a sack of oats from the stable, and 
told him at parting, he ought to be made a doctor 
of laws for 1^ ppetiy, and a knight-banneret for 
his patriotism. The Beotchman looked at his 
guinea, and said, in the despondency of ambition, 

« ’T wou’d tak anither to bring ’t aboot.” 

Penn. Yet perhaps this very man, so zealous for 
the honour of his country that be would lie for 
her all day long, would he heartily glad to ahandoa 
her, might he thereby be made an officaar of exdse ^ 
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in Muscovy ot Poland, By my removal from 
England to America, I do not think 1 an^ ykort 
change iny country, than my father did when he 
loft Bristol for London. We relinquish her whek 
we relinquish her purer habits, her juster laws, 
her wiser conversations; not when we abandon 
the dissidence and dishonesty of her parties, her 
political craft, her theological intolerance, ^at 
is properly the land of our fathers in whiejj we 
may venerate the image of their virtues ; in which 
we may follow their steps, and leave V)ur own not 
unworthy to be followed. We want animation, 
ye tell us ; we want liberality. 0 Mordaunt 1 in 
the eyes of men thoai want everything who want 
imposture. How many are there in high placefe 
who cry aloud to clear the way for the conscience 1 
who shout ** Give the poor creatures com, give 
the poor creatures liberty yet who blink their 
eyes upon Christian blood flowing fori hnnder the 
sword of persecution. Cromwell, at whose frown 
their rotten hearts would have melted away, is 
now a subject of derision to them. He stretched 
out his hand over the Alps, and cried, " Defend 
thy brother ! preserve the creature that God 
made ; loose the bondman that Christ redeemed !” 
Can I think it the most rational of happiness, the 
most obligatory of duties, to reside in a country at 
the head of whose counc.ils are the silent associates i 
of thieves and murderers I Doubtless I must lose j 
sight of them in it, I must cherish it, I must love | 
it, because it is the country where 1 broke my i 
head seven years ago by forcing my horse over a 1 
gate ! Is it anything for such as thou art, or (I j 
would say it with humility) for such as I am, to j 
be greater in. soul and intellect' than a king or 
chancellor or archbishop? Have we the same 
temptation as the|»5iave, for violence, disingenu- 
ousness, and falsehood ? Let us praise God that 
we have not, and let us keep whe«r3 we never may 
catch it. 

Peterborouijh. Then let us think of the country, 
the only true comforter ; or, if you dispute this 
pdnt, the only general one. Could not you have 
left standing in these meadows a few of the 
shadier and larger trees? It appears to me, 
friend Penn, that you are like a father who strips 
two or three of his infants stark-naked, and 
enciourages his elder son to wear several great- 
coats. 

Penn. Why, perhaps it might have been as well ! 
to leave here and there a tree, for the sake of the ' 
cattle. 

Peterkmytu)h. And for the sake of ornament. i 

PcKn. 1 can not sec any great ornament in | 
trees,, until the carpenter hath had them under * 
his hand. 'Phey are dull in summer and ragged ; 
in winder, the very best of them)* trim them and j 
contrive thefa as yon will. The ornament of a ! 
country is the sight of creatures enjoying their | 
existence. 

Peterborough. And yet you would not let people 
dance. 

Penn. I would not call them together for that 
purpose : but when oonntiyfblks have done the 


burinesB of the day, I might not reprove them for 
an innocent relaxaUon. 

Peterborough. Really I fimeied that* even ihe 
sound of a fiddle was an abomination to you. 

Penn. I was never given to. capering : but thm 
is something in a violin, if played dia^tiy, tluMi 
appear&th to make hot weatW cool, and cold 
weather warm and temperate : not however when 
its chords have young maidens tied invisibly to 
the end oi^them, jerking them up and down in a 
strange fashion b|^ore one’s eyes, and, unless one 
taketh due caution, wafting their hair upon one's 
face and bosom, and theirVery breath too betwewi 
one's Ups, if peradventure one omitteth to shut 
them bitterly and hold tight. 

Peterborough. Egad, friend William> I have 
talked with dancing-masters in my day who 
knew less about their business than you do. ^ 

Penn. If they knew but half of it, they would 
change it for a better. They do not see ^here it 
finishes. « o 

Peterborough. Impudent dogs, they would see 
that too, if they couli {■;, 

Penn. We must accommodate things'^d prac- 
tices to their country. Hot-beds do 'hot want 
stoves, and stoves do not want fiirnaces, and fiir- < 
naces do not want blow-pipes. In ciiiq^ the 
youth has pastime enough, without incentives to 
frowardnesB and lust: but the labourer of tbe 
fields may perhaps dahee in the evening with the 
young woman he has worked with in the noon, 
and do it irreproachably. His truly is a kind of 
labour that will not whet his appetite for wanton 
things : and the motion of the limbs, being dif- 
ferent from that wherein they had been exercised 
many hours, would rather tend to refresh than to 
weary him. Among the idle, by the presence of 
whrt is pleasant to the senses, thoughts swell 
into wishes, and wishes ripen into deeds. 

Peterborough. Why should not they? 

Penn. Because our destination is higher, if we 
consent to it ; and because we call do good in as 
little time and with as little trouble as we con do 
evil. As all parts of the world are equally nigh 
to the heavens, so by their primary position are 
all men equally nigji to God ; but many rational 
creatures, as we call them, do by their vices draw 
back from the Creator, while brute matter stands 
consistently where he placed it. 

Pderboroygh. I would rather hear a sermon 
from you than from anybody else : you pluck me 
for the sake of coq^ing anG cleansing me ; the old 
women who have laid hands on me from the 
pulpit, plucked me only to gef something by my 
feathers. 

Penn, Nobody can lie easily upon such feathers 
as thine ; and the housewife doth well who singes 
them all round. The powers bestowed on thee 
by thy Maker are perverted by thy passions, and, 
instep 4 >f serving thee, bear against thee ; as 
guns on shipboard, loosened by foul weather, run 
midouBly back against those w)io were appointed 
I to diifct them. The trees, the blades grass, 

' thif weakest herbs, assume by degrees the coiuds- 
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jeoicsf ought to hm, $slA grow to tho utter- 
most hel^t the dhuttte end soil allow to them : 
we alone droop when our strsngih should he at 
its 1^1 ; and the strongest man in Bng^and sees 
no reason why we should not. Mordaunt, it would 
afflict thee to bluidi at thee; against that Are 
tiiou couldst not stand ; beware then. * 
Many in eyeiy age hawe been the hypocrites of | 
Tirtne ; ours is the only one^ 1 imagine^ that ever 
saw the hypocrites of Vice. Persons of yogr con- 
dition found a diffloulty in becoming profligate to 
their heart's content It was a point of conscience 
with them (when every othe^oint of it was blunted 
or broken) to seem worse than they really were, 
and to make their intimates worse, if possible, 
than themselves. This in great measure was doiv9 
horn a spirit of obstinacy and contradiction : for 
although on the opposite side there were numbers 
of strict and holy men, there were certainly more I 
of those whs> were only so in appearance. Thou- j 
«uands were, heart and soul, devoted to the cause j 
of liberty ; tens of thousands pi;eteiided a love of | 
it, merely to*’6btain a portion of fines and coufis- ! 
cations. Would you wish to have before you any | 
objects more odious 'i j 

JPeUrborouijh. The wish would be finiitless. j 
Pm% ^Ud yet there were those who tried whe- 
ther they %ould not become so : and as they had 
opposed real licentiousness to false religion, so 
they carried what they calledf loyalty to such a 
degree of subserviency as would disgrace a troop 
of Asiatic slaves, and adored the most reprehen- 
sible of kings, not only in the language but with | 
the rites of their church-worship, drinking to his 
health in the same posture as when they celebrate 
the most awful event in the ministry of their 
Redeemer, and devoting their lives to him with 
the same formality. •; 

PeUrborou^Ii. And the same faith. j 

Every man would rather eat a good dinner than I 
a bad one ; and when it is easier to get it by kueol- 
ingand drinking tlan by labouring and thirsting, { 
I can not call them fools for it. { 

Pern. Verily I did not designate them by that 
«ame, although some of them have seen reason to 
bestow it on themselves. ^ 

Peterborough. Poverty gives a man of family 
great privileges : I do not make use of mine, 
and care little about those who have stolen a 
march of me, and rest in oblivion. Yet I am poor 
enough for any pretensim. and am likely to 
remain so in despite of coit.ngei|jj^ies ; for I have 
rather a large family of vices, and am resolved, 
as becomes a good parent, to cherish and main- 
tain them. 

jPe»». Inconsiderate young man! Know, for 
thy cpmfbrt and encouragement, it is less easy in 
youth to extinguish vices than to convert them 
into virtues. Afterward we lose the power of 
doing either, and fancy that to whine and p]g>mi8e 
serves as w^ Pit thyself to become the head 
and ornament of a flunily : love some one. 
Peterborough, Easy enough t^t ! 

Penn, Perha^ not so eaflj as at first it appearoth 


to this. To desire is not to love: the pasaiona 
are moderated by tenderness. 

Peterborough, Faith 1 1 am afraid they are among 
us nAn. Love,Jlk6 canine madness, may be fairly 
stifled in a feather-bed, with proper assistance. 
Tour advice reminds me of a recitative, 1 know 
not in what opera. 

Jtmare una, e dalV una asser amato, 

E* il Bommn ben ohe poasa T uom godera ; 

DiA mi amano ; amo trd ; sono infClioe. 

Penn. Which^ being Englished, what may be 
the import ) * 

Peterborough. 

To love one, and to bo belore^y onf, 

• Is the greatest gowl a mortal & enjoy : 

1'wo love me \ I love three ; 1 am unhappy. 

Penn. And he deserved it, whoever he was 
for truth had opened his eyes, and he would not 
see. The scivbiment is worthy of a pagan in red 
boots. 

Peterborough. An idle friend of mine spent an 
autumn and winter in Italy. Soon after his ar- 
rival in that country, he took a residence at the 
lake of Como, and was particularly fond of a shady 
walk beside the rivulet which runs near the city. 
Hero he saw in the old hedge of a little wood, 
about a mile from the Milan gate, a very beautiful 
green lizard. The animal looked at him as sted- 
fastly as he looked at the animal ; and, it being 
the first he had ever seen of that large kind, ho 
continued to admire it for almost half an hour. 
On the morrow, at the same time of day, he re- 
peated his visit to tho place, and found in a few 
minutes the same inhabitant : and their interview 
was again the same. Curiosity led him a. third 
time to the spot; but somewhat later; and he 
really felt a disappointment at ^t finding his 
lizard. He sate down and began to read, and 
after a time was absut to change his posture (for 
the short grass hardly covered the gravel, and he 
had not under him such a cushion as you have), 
when the lizard’s eyes met his, between him and 
the bank. It stopped and gazed at him, and thou < 
walked slowly into the hedge, ano gazed again 
from the very place in which it was first disco- 
vered. Confidence was now establisned between 
the parties. One day my friend was tempted to 
take his lizard home with him, ■^nd tried to catch 
it. The creature, equally .Wift and quicksigbted, 
sprang away, looked once more at him from its 
first position, and was never seen afterward. This 
is the recital of my friend ; a friend as fifolish as 
any I have : but I suspect his folly will save me 
from a greater; and, if idleness should attract 
me to tho side of marriage, I shall think of him 
and his lizard. He was not contented with all 
the pleasure it eupr could have given him ^ ho 
must forsooth catch it and keep it : hAd he suc- 
ceeded, he would soon have been as tired of the 
creature as the creature would have been of him. 
Marriage is the first step to Bepentance: and 
there are not many to climb. 

Penn, I have better hopes of thee than thou 
appearest to entertain of thyself. A conversion 
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wm prodnoed in my own fiimily through niesns 
extremely slight, and (if there be any s/icb) upon 
a fortuitous occasion. My good father had once 
a waiting-man, whom, among other serviced, he 
employed in the pouring out of wine at the side- 
board from black bottles into whit^ of which 
white there being some lack, he bade the man 
buy two more. The man went forthwith, and 
bought them; but ere dinner-time they were 
broken. Whereupon my lather said to him, 
** Hast thou broken the two bottloB 1 '* 

" Yea,'* said hte. 

"How^ thou fool!” cried my father; for he 
was quick and chq^eric. 

His waiting-man then answered, and said, ''I 
brake them by striking one against the other, to 
try if they were good for anything.” 

The patience of my beloved parent did not hold 
out against this, and, rising from^his seat, he 
would have smitten the waiting man : but I arose 
also, and caught him by the sleeve, and said to 
him, "Father! thou art angered. I would speak 
to thee with all dutifulness, as becometh a young 
man and thy sou. Bethink thee now, my good 
father, if thou, being a man of war, hast not done 
to men what thy servant hath done to bottles ; if 
thou hast not been fain to try, whether, iii thy 
estimation, being .a man of war, they were good 
for anything, and by the same experiment and 
proof, namely, by making one of them strike the 
other. Pardon then this thy servant, for that he 
hath confessed he did it, when it may be that 
such confession is not yet made by thee, my 
honoured parent, nor deemed requisite.” 

Peterboroayh. And what said the old admiral to 
this? 

Pern. I nee^,,not iA$lI thee ; since it aideth in 
nothing my discourse. 

Peterborough. But do tell 

Penn. I will, then, inasmuch as it evinceth his 
compliancy of temper. 

“ Son William,’* said he, " for one sally of such 
, good sense and good nature, I could bear thy 
sanctiheation and grimaces seven years. Give 
me thy hand, my lad I we are friends again for 
life.” 

Now I had angered him, by hoping and resolv- 
ing to live in future more regularly and religiously 
ihan we had been accustomed to do among his 
nautical companions. 

Peterborough. If joy, which is much less inge- 
nious, much less argumentative, than grief, bad 
allowed bim a few moments of reflection, he might 
have told you that men are well tried whether 
they are good for anything, by this piocess. For 
not only do they prove their courage, without 
which, as the world is constitu fed, there is neither 
peace nor equity, the two best things of good | 
things, as you above all people will admit ; but | 
they promote one another’s self-esteem, and super- 1 
add the delicacy of good manners to those higher 
and purer attributes of sound morality. 

Another thing, my friend, or rather, if you will 
bear it, two, I must object ag^iinst your system. I 


You prohibit not dancing oiil|y, but singing and 
drawing. As you will perhaps make the better 
defence for yourself on singing, I shall speak first 
upon diawi^, and then attack yon mdnly. 

One would imagine that so contemplative a race 
of people* as yon are, would cultivate an art of 
whi^ the early shoots require shade and seclu- 
sion, and the first efibrts are made in privacy. 
Others are chaperons to society and disripation. 
In dancing, I concede to you, the figure of the 
dance is the figure that is thought of ; and in 

music, there never was a young person of either 
sex who, in the softest^ parts, did not sigh a note 
higher than the fiute. Drawing has no such in- 
convenience or aberration. This creative fiieulty 
is iilent and meditative : it leads to a temperate 
love of Nature, to a selection of what is beautiful, 
and to a habit of what is correct. 

In poetry, the most tender and the least tender 
emotions are excited. He who draw§ tears from 
me, would draw his sword against me, if I tried 
a poet to draw any tears from him : so fixedly is 
jealousy the associate of poetry. ^ ’ And when a 
woman takes up the art, as some have done among 
us, I would whisper iu her ear, if I dared, that 
there never was a Sappho who would not plunge 
over-head for a Phaon. „ 

Drawing here too is widely different. If it 
raises any aspirations after Fame, they are soli- 
tary and sober, ar<d after Fame in her calmest 
and most quii-sccnt hour. 

Penn. Friend, we can do withouf both Fame 
and her aspirations, and wfiat we can do without, 
we should, or we must forfeit the name of tempe- 
rate men. 

Peterborough. Surrender then to me this pro- 
vince of Pennsylvania. 

Penn. Nay, nay ; I do not play at forfeits with 
thee : and beside, the gift would harm the.e. My 
prudence is greater (discreetly be it spoken) than 
thine. 

Peterborough. Fmth is it ! 

Penn. And thou wouldst never erect such an 
asylum for peace and industry, as, by , the blessing 
of God, I hope to erect herein for foture genera- 
tions. 

Peterborough, i must attack you then on the 
side of singing, and argue upon it as a moralist 
might do. 

Penn. Then verily, friend Mordaunt, thou wilt 
display much originality : I yearn to behold thee 
in that character. 

Peterborougll: Have yon never heard soldiers 
and apprentices sing lewd sjngs? 

Penn. Why, songs under that description and 
from those quarters have reached mine ear : and, 
if report speak truly, the breath of such hath 
tarnished the nearest gold lace on each side of 
them. 

Peterborough, If patriotic or tender ones had 
been^ written well among us, and set to good 
music, they would have gained access to those 
persons who, for want of them, amuse their idle- 
neib and indulge their fancies with ribaldiy. 
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Nay, had they been awakened early by them, 
aach idlenoBS and such fancies never would have 
existed ; for music of this nature is a strengthener 
both of the mind and of the heart I am per- 
suaded that even the highest national character 
might be raised still higher, by inspiring boys 
with a timely love of it, and by supplying them 
with lofty and generous sentiments in graceful 
and woll-composed songs. The Lacedemonians 
were the rudest people in Greece : I dcJubt whe- 
ther the admirable order that Subsisted long 
among them, as citizens ^nd as soldiers, is more 
owing to the laws of Lycurgus than to the elegies 
of Tyrtaous. The Athenians were the softost and 
most effeminate : yet they dashed down tyranny 
and strode over valour, singing the praises of 
Harmodius and Aristogitou. 

Bern. We have no tyranny to dash down and 
no valour to stride over : our voice is, “ God is 
among ui?f* : he commands us peace.” Thy obscr- 
vationft, as applicable to the turbid state wherein 
it is (as tlmn fanciest) the interest of such as 
thou art to Keep thy country, arc not incorrect. 

J Peterborough. This avowal is very liberal : keep 
up with it* in practice. Why cannot you take 
fneji as you find them 'i You might make a great j 
deal‘*ofit|iem, and spare yourselves the trouble of 
turning them inside-out. You resemble the 
purlUns too much for mo. 

Penn. Are we cruel then, and intolerant, and | 
arrogant ? are we without mercy, without for- 
bearance, ^thout patience i do we look for God 
everywhere hut whore he is to be found 1 and are 
we desirous of setting up before him such another 
figure as ourselves 1 

Peterborough. No, certainly not, at present : 
but, if religions were not sideling in their infancy 
and retrograde in their maturity, one might fefir 
it. Calmness and quietude arc your dar) ings. 

Penn. They are the things that men want most. 

Peterlx)n>ugh. Yon undervalue, or rather you 
despise and contemn, what exalts us in the arts 
and sciences, and hence inhibit the growth and 
tendency df intellect, which surely, to speak in 
• your own manner, God bestowed upon us for our 
improvement. What is worse, ^ou allow no com- 
promise between Vice and Virtue ; by which 
system, if universal, men, finding the impracti- 
cability of perfection, and experiencing the loss of 
esteem for not bringing what you exact from 
them, would relapse wit*^ »ut a struggle or an 
effort from the eminencf they bad attained. In 
the large heart, the habitation c” generosity and 
beneficence, I woula leave a cell or two vacant for 
less worthy guests, and pass without peeping in. 

Penn, But prythee shut the door, if thou findest 
it wide open, with the intruders at their tricks. 

Peterborough. It is the privilege of man to do 
irrational things. 

Penn. Do you people who talk of privileges, 
and (such is the phrase) eiyoy them, exert them 
every day? 

Peterborough, Only this one. t 

Mordaunt! Mordaunt! would that thy 


confession, frank and honest as it is, were made 
in another tone, and with another feeling, and to 
a .{poller than I am, or than man can be ! 

Peterborough. You have given me leave to speak 
plainly and unreservedly with you, upon every 
question and every objection. 

Ppin, Else neither were I thy friend nor wert 
thou mine. 

Petrg'boro'ugh. I will venture then to declare 
that, in the Ojpinion of the world, enemies as you 
profess yourselves to pride, you p.rc no less proud 
than other men, though difTorontly. 

Penn. There arc some among us, I^'ish I were 
copfideiit of being one, wlio^avc* twisted back 
and cut ofl’ many rank branches from this most 
poisonous pliant, the roots whereof twine about the 
heart until they suck out the best juices, and 
until its wind-catching and ever-fluttering foliage 
overshadow^ and starves the brain. Self-com- 
placency is often mistaken for pride, and stands 
not far from it in certain places. The conscious- 
ness of having mastered some prepotcnce of 
pas.sion, or of having rectifie<l some obliquity of 
disposition, may leave the expression of disdain 
for the evil subdued nut unmingled with gladness, 
perhaps too triumphant in the subduer. T will 
never animadvcri. ou thee, friend Mordaunt, at 
seeing a grand illumination in thy couni cTianca 
after such a victory. 

Peterborough. Tii this warfare you arc mnong 
the few great captains. 

Penn. Never say it. Hear the wise one. ''Hope 
j deferred makotli the heart sick and mine is 
I sick indeed ; for I myself have deferred the hope 
i I raised and cherished, rerverse as are, we 
I sigh for ha]jpiucss ; we k^iow where to find it : 

] and wc will not go for it one Jltep. Would we 
increase it, we must do with it as we do with 
money; wc must^ut it out. Whatever of it we 
place in the hands of another, let him be impro- 
vident, let him be thankless, is sure t-o return to 
j us, and without delay : whatever we keep tc our- 
j selves, lies dead the moment we have thus s^jltled 
it, and cannot be lifted from the chop,. I have 
begun to do good late, and can h^p-^, alas < now 
to do but little. 

Peterborough. A tnice with sighing, friend 
Penn; for that is a thing v. which I never can 
join with you ; unless i nnd you in debt, or with 
bad wine before you : these being two evils be- 
yond my mending, and growing no fetter for 
waiting. 

You have turned mo aside from the conversa- 
tion 1 woi^d have holden with you about pride. 

Penn, Dost thou find any growing in this wil- 
derness ? or dost thou fancy I have chosen a fit 
spot for the cultivation of it ? • 

Peterborough. No, no; but tell me whether you 
do not believe there are some kinds of it useful 
and beneficial to society. 

Penn. I do not. 

Peterborough, I would by no means advert to 
that which arises from antiquity of family, Tmlesa 
I were fully confident of surpassing one day, 
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in services to my country, the foremost of my 
ancestors. “ « 

Penn, In regard to antiquity of family, the 
hedge-hog and sloth fairly beat thfi best of us,^ by 
a good day’s run. 

Peterhormijh, So says Moses. 

PeMTt. And, friend, art thou wiser than he? 

Peterborough. I do not speak of the creature 
man ; T do not speak of our commoners o£ peers. 
The only claim to distinction in the generality 
of the better, is, that their ancestf^rs have lived 
ui>on the same ^pot for several ages: so have 
their groves and avenues : so have their pigs and 
poultry. Among vX, of the peerage, there are only 
ten or eleven whose best forefather rendered any 
remarkable service to his country, or distin- 
guished his name by valour or by genius. Sup- 
posing a peer or gentleman, descended, not from 
one who crouched or curtesied to a k'ivolous fan- 
tastic Scotch Bclioolman, or those lying varlets 
his sou and grandsons, but from one who clinked 
his mail in close array with a Plantagcnct's, or, 
what is more, hade him respect his equals and 
reverence the laws, shall not that man look back 
witli jiride upon the glorious shade gone past, 
and shall not he become the better for the 
retrospe<?t? 

Penv. With veneration be may indeed look 
back, but not with pride, which ought t() be hum- 
bled to the dust before such an apparition. Pride 
it would he, and folly too in the extreme, if he 
preferred the dead man, who had once done these 
things, to the living one who does the same at the 
same hazard. 

P( terhoroogh. The rarity of those who acte<l and 
tiiought, generously in times of ignorance and 
violence, render^ i single one such equal in value 
to some thousands of the foremost who act and 
lliiiik so now. 

Peon. It is easy to look down on others; to 
look do>vn on ourselves is the difliculty. Of all 
pride liowcver, and all folly, the grossest is, w'herc 
f„ man Avho possesses no merit, in himself shall 
jiretciid to an equality ^^ith one who does possess 
it ; and shall fotind this proton sion on no better 
l)lea or title, than that, although he hath it not. 
Ills grandfather had. I would use no violence or 
•oercion with any rational creature ; but, rather 
tiian such a bestiality in a human form should run 
aho\it the streets uncured, J would shout like a 
siripUng for the farrier at his furnace, and 
uiilhong^thc drcriching-horn from my stable 
door. 

Peternorou'ih. After all you have 8ai(^ I am but 
tine more confiimed in the sentence of a poet, 
whose nani^i I have forgotten, that pride is 

. itliither ty Virtue's to the virtuous man, 

And only Imtoful witli her arm round Vice. 

Penn. Thou mistakest another for her ; she is 
verily an unsober jade, who in her gravest humour 
will lead thee into quarrels, and in her gayest will 
pick thy pocket. Turn away from this foul ob- 
icure vision, and discourse again about the land 


before us, which may constitute hereafter many 
states, prosperous and independent. 

Peterborough. I have an insuperable objection 
to small states, because of their inability td defend 
themselves. If some day America should form 
herself In^ a republic, as it is evident she will 
from** the political and theological tenets of the 
settlers, one portion must drop ojQT after another, 
like noses and ears in such a climate, and every- 
thing B(v>n be rotten and at last diminutive. 

Penn. Families themselves do not hold toge* 
ther longer than is consistent with the wel&re of 
the members : yet, altfiough they may not hold 
toget]|ier, they may abstain from fighting and 
quarreling. In vain wilt thou devise new forms 
of government, until thou hast erected something 
for those forms to stand upon. Until thou hast 
broken in the horse, do not trouble thy head 
about the colour or quantity of the trappings, 
for peradventure thou mayest not sit- easily on 
them, nor long. Small republics’* have tASually * 
been happier than, extensive ones^- while small, 
principalities serve only as seraglios fbr the mas- 
ters of greater, out of which to take their wives : 
otherwise it would be expedient for them to putty 
up such bug-holes. ^ • 

Suppose an Italian wishes to commit •a ^mlrder, 
and he liath no cardinal at Rome to prefect him, 
nor any friend among the donu' !.ics of the most 
Christian or most C'atholic r..:tjc‘«tieB, whose am- 
bassadors’ houses are inviolable asylums for assas- 
sins, he hath only to waylay his enom;^ in such a 
state as Piombino or Massa, out of which, if he 
catcheth a cow by the tail and she gallopeth, he 
shall be carried in twenty minutes. 

Peterborough. This reminds me that there is 
prevalent, through the whole of Europe, a most 
injudicious, injurious, and iniquitous practice : 
the custom of protecting, I do not say murderers, 
for that is not universal, but fraudulent debtors 
and other fugitive malefactors. One would 
imagine that common interest and common 
courtesy should admit, should indicate, should 
dictate, the pursuit of them, even by an armed 
force, if necessary, passing the boundaries. No ^ 
prince ought to l^e the patron or the protector of 
lawless men. In private life we not only refuse 
to receive such characters, but we dismiss from 
our service those who have given a slight offence 
to our equals. I am not so visionary as to expect 
that princes should be gentlemen ; but, as they 
often have genVemen ibont them, some one, it 
may be hoped, at some time or other, will have 
courage and influence enougfi to persuade them, 
that such a conduct is at once dishonourable and 
disadvantageous. ' 

Penn. Every government should provide for 
every subject the means of living both honestly 
and at ease. We should bring out of every man 
and evrry creature as much utility as we may;: 
now much utility will never be produced, unless 
we render life easy and comfortable. If all men 
and yromen would labour six hours in the 
twenty-four, some mentally, some ooiporeally. 
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setting apart one day in the seven, all the work 
would be completed that is requisite for our 
innocent and rational desires. Dost thou believe 
that God beholds with pleasure any poor wretch 
wprking three-fourths of his whole ^ life-time, 
reckoned from childhood'} ” ^ 

Peterborov^h. No, nor is the thing possible. 

Penfi. I tell thee, Mordaunt, the thing is pos- 
sible, and is done*. Thou countest not the hours 
when thy horse is at his manger as Ihosf of his 
course ; not the hours when our common natuie 
casteth him down into jleep: why then treat 
thy follow man more harshly? He too must 
sleep, whether he will or no : he too mu^t re- 
plenish his veins with food and sustenance. These 
are as requisite to his labour, are in fact as much 
the implements and tackle of it, as the spade and 
plounjh. When Nature hath demanded so much 
for herself, what remaineth to the creature? 
Allow six hours for rest in cold climates, eight in 
•hotter, «,nd on® in each for refreshment by food ; I 
thou wilt thej^ find that not only threo-foiirths, | 
but nearly tlJc whole of life is hard labour. This 
ought not to he: and 1 verily do believe that 
God hath ojtbned to us our new continent that it 
imy he no longer. 

The whole world is not in the 
condition^ou represent. 

Pmn. True, the whole world is not ; hut only | 
that part of it which is polici^d and civilized; in 
other words, that very part which, possessing the 
experience tff ages, ought to liberate itself from j 
its trammels, and to enjoy the refreshening sweet- 1 
ness of well-ripened socicty. 

What art thou musing upon with such com- 
placency ? 

Peterborough. I know that you rise early, and 1 1 
cannot see why you allow to others quite so many j 
hours of sleep. I myself sleep only four. 

Penn. I could make thee sleep six, and soundly 
as a Board of Inquiry in the committee-room, and 
quarrel with him *wlio wakened thee, swearing 
(for thou dost swear now and then, friend Mor- 
dauiit . . G(ffl mend thee !) that thou wert already 
•upon thy legs, and wantedst no fool to call thee, 
and rubbing thine eyes meanwhile with nightcap 
between them and forefinger. 

PeterUorouijh. Indeed could you, friend William, 
and without a march up the garret-stairs, to the 
little snug room with a square white curtain at 
the window, and ovorloolu' the poultry. 

Penn. 0 fie ! thou wanton ! • 

Peteri) 0 Tou(jh. That indeed would make a man 
pant, and desire to ^est biinself, and take rest 
therein, though he were as the young cedar, even 
lilcc unto the cedar that hath not many years. 

* The HouBe of Coniuioiih lately p^issed an Act that 
children under nine years of age shall not be obliged to 
•work longer than twelve hours In the day. Do not the 
wretches deserve to be stoned to death who authorise 
the infliction of such labour on creatures so incapable of 
enduring it? No animal, though fuU growu and vigorous, 
should labour twelve hours, with all the benefit of open 
air, refreshment more regular, cessation more frcqient, 
change of posititm, and variety of motion. 


I Ann. Who touched thy lips with flame, that 
thou speifkest thus ? 

Peterborough. Not she, upon my honour ! not 
that bright cynosure with the eye of steel and 
bosom of snowy cloud, that the cocks crow to, and 
waken me. 

Penn. Be discreet ; and ponder not upon the 
hand-maiden. 

Peterborough. In earnest then, do not you think 
that eight hours' sleep would be excessive for a 
labourer, in any climate ? 

Penn. I do not. I would divide his sleep, in 
some countries ; four hours in the hott^t part of 
the day, four at night. I slcil^ seven, and am 
convinced that many, and those too who do not 
labour, may sleep eight without ill consequences. 

Peterborough. Yet those who have slept long 
have mostly been short-lived. 

Pevn. N oV because they slept long, but because 
they ate and drank immoderately and late, and 
slept ill consequence both long and badly. Long 
sleep in itself, 1 conceive, is far from unwhole- 
some, though it is almost always followed by 
debility. 

PftcHw'ovgh. How can it be other than un- 
wholesome, if followed, as you acknowledge, by 
ilehility ? 

Penn. This jiroeeerls not from the relaxation 
caused by its continuance, but from breathing 
the same air the whole time, and losing that 
which refreshes the earth, and everything alive, 
animal and vegetable, soon after sunrise. If we 
arose when we ought to do, we should be the 
better for a brief and gentle sleep in the middle 
of the day ; a tiling which very active and very 
studious men are improvident in neglecting. 
Neither love nor poetry nave 'wiagined aught 
more precious than the eyes; insomuch that the 
poet and lover, wflbu he hath made some idle 
girl lielieve everything else, comes hither ut last 
as to the highest pitcii of all, teding her that she 
is dearer to him than they arc ; and, if she 
swallows this wafer, her faith is ■catholic. The • 
eyes would remain much longc’* unimpa.icd, by 
dividing (I do not say equally) ri^c hours of 
their employment and their repose. 

Peterborough. The Sorieto of Friends enjoys 
eyesight in perfection, and wi^\ the clearest title; 
b}’^ rejecting with otlioi pleasures those of litera- 
ture. I never have heard of one, beside yourself 
and Barclay, who pursued any science or was 
occupied in any study. 

PeMn. The knowledge that conduces to prac- 
tical good i^ not restricted or undervalued by us : 
whatever leads away from that direction seems 
to us reprovable and amiss. 

Peterborough. My dear Penn, you are too sfipcu- 
lative : too visionary for this world of Matter and 
realities. 

Penn. Friend, that which thou callest matter ii 
indeed such ; but that which thou callest reality 
is not. There is nothing so visionary a.'t what the 
worid esteems real ; nothing so hascless, nothing 
so untrue. 
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Peterborough, Men, it appears to me, are inca- 
pable of that perfection to which you with 

whatever gentleness, bring them o^i. , 

Penn. We do not hope to conduct them further 
in the way than our blessed guide and master 
hath commanded. They are no worse generally 
in our day than they were in his, although the 
best governments in these ages are more degrad- 
ing than Roman or Greek would suffen until 
utterly subdued. It is impossibly to rescue the 
human race frorji the abyss of sih and slavery, 
unless we can induce our brethren to look on 
Christiani/,y in its purity. 

Peiertmromjii. Ah my friend! nothing on earth 
has been or ever will be of long continuance, and 
least, so purity. 

Penn. Thou speakest untruly, Mordaunt! Of 
long continuance have been folly and wicked- 
ness : shall wisdom then and righteousncBS be 
transitory or illusive? Is that which is incon- 
sistent and wrong, of a nature more stabile than 
that which is consistent and right? Is there 
singleness in falsehood? is there duplicity in 
truth? Why then shall corruption stand, and 
incorruption sink? or why shall the good bend 
voluntarily to drink, from the cup of the damned, 
the last and bitterest of its dregs, despair ? Let 
us raise up our heads unto the God who made 
us : even as he made us let ns raise them up : and 
let us hope and believe that ho will help us in 
our endeavours to render one another free and 
happy. We take man such as his hand hath 
formed him ; we lead man wliither his voice hath 
called. Is this visionary? is this speculative? 

Peterhuruugh. Enthusiasm will cool gradually. 
Within half a century I presume to prophesy, 
the society will Gi.^solvc from its very purity. 

Pen7i. Let it continue but that period ; and it 
will contain, in so brief a span as the half-century 
thou allowest to it, a greater portion of true 
Christianity and solid happiness, than the sixteen 
whole ones past over us have contained. After 
which, supposing that religion may have growni 
much cooler, h.'ibits of industry and feelings of gen- 
tleness w ill have sprang up widely, and have spread 
fa’’ beyond the inclosurcs of our brotherhood. 

Petnitorongh. >lal)oris, like individu.als, interest 
us in their birth and early growth : every motion, 
however irregular, seems to us natural, graceful, 
an indication of vigour or intelligence. For 
some tiine afterward the sallies of frowardness 
and of passion are not only forgiven in them, 
but applauded and admired. Soon however what 
we fancied a pleasing peculiarity bjcomes an 
awkwardness and iincoiithness ; what was spirit 
is petulance; and we confess we were disap- 
poiilied ii\ our hopes and caldulations. In fact 
the hopes were foolish, and the calculations were 
traced by a clumsy finger on a moving sand. 

Against our expectations and auguries, America 
may produce boors without the honesty, the sim- 
plicity, the frugality, of boors ; and merchants not 
only without the quiet industry and expectant 
patienee of merchants, but with scarcely the 


steadiness of the elements that waft and convey 
their merchandize. Do not accuse me ;0f rash- 
ness or of incivility, when I declare to you my 
suspicion, that you, however unconsciously, tend 
toward this mischief. Whenever a part of society 
seceejes from the general mass under whatever 
pretext, it grows distrustful, and renders ethers 
so : hence moroseness, and the resolution of in- 
demnity, by the acquisition of wealth, to gratify 
a secluded vanity and enforce an ungracious 
consequence. ^ 

Pemt. The ancients jvere of opinion that every 
man hath his good and evil genius. They would 
have .believed more wisely that ever^iihing human 
hath about it, near or remotely, somewhat of good 
and somewhat of evil. There is truth, and per- 
haps more of it than can unfold itself at present, 
in thy observation. Wc will strive, by m«tual 
admonition aud encouragement, to make strait 
and even and pleasant, and to breakb)ff and to 
bend aside as many thorns as we can, frlSm the * 
path have chosen to pursue. On< would think 
it requireth but little exhortation to warn men 
against the two mischiefs thou hast pointed out ; 
whereupon I would ask the grossest fool and 
sensualist, whether he doth not eat a hear.tie?* 
dinner, and digest it better, by kceping^n'^good 
humour; and I would ask the most dishonest 
rogue that ever torched a llcocc, whether he 
gaineth not more by being trusted than by being 
distrusted, and whether he hath not a better 
chance of being trusted for honest^ than for 
dishonesty ? Teach men to calculate rightly, and 
thou wilt have taught them to live religiously. 

Peterborough. Pious and contented as your 
people seem, they arc not indiflerent to the 
good things of this world; indeed none look 
rilorc attentively to what we call the main chance. 

Penn. Honest occupation is favourable to that 
piety and content which thou attributost to us. 

Peterborough. Religious men,^ other new sects, 
have generally placed their ’’^Jance more undi- 
videdly on Provkhmcc. 

Pi tin. Providence uses earthly means. Wc 
rely on Providence for blessing us in our endea-* 
vours to benefit ome another; which we would do 
by giving employment to the needy, and aiding 
the laborious. 

Peterborough. Fortune has favoured you above 
others. Industry often fails with them ; with you 
rarely. ,, 

Penn. Allegorically speaking, as thou hast 
done, of Fortune, if wc hop,'^ to be gainers from 
her wheel, we must now and then drive a spoke 
into it ourselves ; and we must take what pre- 
caution we can that it do not fire by its velocity. 
Industry has never failed, while she has kept both 
eyes upon one object, nor until she has risen 
from her business and gone into partnership with 
SpecifJhtion. Afterward she hath no better right 
to the name of Industry, than Thievery hath, or 
Gaming. 

Biterborough. The world will turn round still. 
Industry is produced by Want, Wealth is produced 
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by Indastiyi Idleness is produced by Wealthy 
Poverty is produced by Idleness. Here Poverty 
finds herself at the side of her sister Want. They 
agree to go in search of Industry, before it is too 
late, being sure of finding her, since she may be 
heard of in every field and traced in every gate- 
way : and the great year proceeds again tnfough 
the same zodiac. We may calculate in like man- 
ner on the order of the political globe, which is 
destined in all its divisions of county to one 
series of risings and settings, barbarians must 
have a chieftain ; the chjeftain must have favour- 
ites : these are jealous, and quan cl, and stand 
apart. Each promi-jes what great things Jie will 
do, for such as espouse his cause. A part of these 
benefits is granted, a part extorted. Hence the 
higher power by degrees is subdivided ; hut the 
prigcipal holder of it is never quiet, until he can 
recover, by force or stratagem, what his interest 
led him to compromise, or his weakness to con- 
cede. • That ^hh;h is balanced can never long be 
stabile ; for g time it nods 1,0 the one side, for a 
time to the* other; but at last it falls to that where 
there are the most hands to drag it down ; hence 
Democrac^^ The exaltation of spirits which demo - 1 
#Bracy produces in the IkmIj politi**, and the envy | 
and^ia|,rftd which every king in its vicinity bears 
again-=t^t, are the causes of eloquence and of war. 
Popular chiefs are recommended for the army by ' 
popular orators ; in these clficfs the habit of com- 
mand abroad is succeeded by the flagrant- lust of 
it at home.tClamours are raised ; ad vanhige is t aken : 
of great abuses for the entrance of greater ; and ■ 
from the slips of the tlicatrc, thus thrown into 
confusion, comes Mt-n.-r -by again in full plumage, 
sometimes alone and s ’aightforward, sometimes 
in slower and statelier procession, through the 
yielding files of a bought and bowing aristocrai^y. 

/V/»w. Thy wand, friend Mordauiit, hath well ! 
pointed out those monstrous signs, under which j 
the industry and felicity of mankind have regu- 1 
larly been blastefl. ! 

As the arrow of Paris was directed from behind ! 
the brigVAest aiid most glorious of the heathen 
Gods, and occasioned the downfall of his native 
city, so hath ever that of Pcjicy in later times 
from behind the fairer image of Christ ianity ; and 
hath likewise caused the prostration, not of a city, 
not of a country, not of an empire, not of a conti- 
nent, but of all God’s higher creatures in eveiy 
quarter of the civilised y id. Por, without these 
corruptions and abomintt-ions, cm we believe that 
Mahometanism would have risen up, like the 
Simoom from the flesert, and have thrown Truth 
upon her face, and stifled Wisdom, in their fairest 
regions, in their most ancient residences ? or that 
the Gospel would not have penetrated long ago 
into the furthest recesses of this half-illumined 
Earth 1 Half-Illumined do I call it ? Long will it 
be, I fear, before a few scanty rays are to %11 upon 
a fourth or fifth of it. 

This we owe to Popery ; to her turbulence, her 
insolence, her fraudulence ; to her rapacity, her 
persecutions, her lusts ; to her contempt of good 


&ith, of equitable government, of authority both 
divine tod human. Now every establisbinent of 
a political church is Popery ; every church having 
a nead, whiefi head is not Christ. Bo long as the 
pure is dipped in the impure, and left in it, so long 
as what ought to be the most simple is made the 
most splendid, and what belongs to the house of 
God* is transferred to the house of parliament 
there ^can not be true Christianity among the 
people. 

The religioli of Christ is peace and good will ; 
the religion of Christendom is war and ill will. 
Popery hath set the worst eiamplq^ and hath 
maintained them the longest^ • 

* Peterboroygh. You appear to dislike the religion 
of Rome worse than any other modification of 
Christianity. 

Penn. As being more remote from the simpli- 
city of the Gospel, and as violating more of Christ’s 
ordinances. Popery lives on the oflal of men’s 
vices. 

Peterborough, Not she indeed : she has better 
dishes; though these, if well dressed, are not 
amiss. 

Pevn. For shame ! for shame I 

Peterborough. Be generous; be just. If the 
pope hjis a couch for Vice, he has also one for 
Virtue. 

Venn. He is fraudulent to be domineering, and 
liberal to be enslaving. 

Can anything l»e so insulting to equity and 
common sense, as that a gang of priests and friars 
should be the absolute and self-elected potentates, 
of enough territory and population to constitute a 
mighty commonwealth? Alas ! and such was it 1 
With less than one-half ^f its present extent, it 
was the most potent, the most fr% upon the earth. 
Let those who doubt, or rather who profess to 
doubt, which is b^^t, arbitrary power or republican 
freedom, lift up their eyes, if their eyes can indeed 
be lifted up, to the contemplation, on the one side, 
of equal laws, of magistrates elected by the ner.ple, 
of frugal habits, of voluntary i?'^nstry and ad6- 
qiiate recompense : on the ot^icr, insolent 
domination, of rulers imposed by ♦orco and main- 
tained by terror, of dissolute manners, no less in the 
lowest than in the high cst, n ot springin g from abun- 
dance, but permitted ar,d tb: out as a covering 

and contentment for piivations, a narcotic that at 
once assuages and destroys the appetite ; then of 
gaming and beggary, which follow ; of (^lapidated 
cities, of religious perjuries in the creating of 
saints to people them ; and the triple pestilence of 
priests, clonks, and marshes, of which the last 
only ever intermits its ravages. 

Peterborough. Vigorous description I irresistible 
truth ! The father of lies himself can not^lnd a 
stone to throw against it: neverth^ess I doubt 
whether you would bring over one convert, though 
you were permitted to preach it in the Piazza d% 
Spagna. 

Penn, I doubt it equally. Both in hearing and 
reading, men rather look for what suits their 
notions and opinions, than for what may alter and 
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comot ihMa. By which pcnrcrsl^ they chen 
lose much adyautage and much pleasme^ ainoe 
nothing is gained bj taking up that wMoh is 
already theirs; no more than by sUtixig astAde 
their own horses in their own stable yards. They 
xesnain - there without progression, though they 
ftune, and chafe, and bounce as high on the ^dlo 
asif theygallopped, 

Peterborough According to most systemi^ of reli- 
gion, it seems that the original design, and every 
botch made upon it, was to leave the greater part 
in shade, requiring glosses and interpretations, 
and consequently those who should be paid for 
making them and br keeping them in repair. 

Penn. We have a Qod who is called the prince 
of peace : but we seem disposed to keep him in a 
long minority: and we arc turning our eyes more 
fondly on another, whom we denominate the 
‘ Lord of Hosts.’ 

0 God of peace, Emanuel ! make us forgiving 
as thou wert forgiving, even on the cross ! make us 
tolerant, equitable, and humane ! 

Peterborough, I am glad you have stopped, Wil- 
liam ! If you had gone on, I should have prayed 
myself : for prayers and gaping are contagious. 
Beside, in all likelihood, you would have prayed 
that no hirelings should enter the temple, as being 
contrary to the ordinances of Christianity : and 
then what the devil would become of our younger 
children, and chaplains, and college-tutors I Knock 
down the peerage at once, or keep its props fast in 
the ground. I will never quarrel with any man 
about the church ; but we may have a word or 
two and a blow or two about the church establish- 
ment. 

Penn, Not with me, T promise thee. What I 
think it wrong iiS'hold, I give up readily. Lotus 
return to our discourse on Rome again. Such is 
the pertinacity of popes to the system from which 
they, and their closer adherents, draw their sus- 
tenance, that they never abandon a proven false- 
hood or an iniquitous demand, nor ever resign a 
pretension once acted on, nor pardon a recla- 
mation made on any side for redress. Hence 
bishops are still nominated for villages and ruins 
and rocks in partUms injulelium ; and hence the 
more precious privilege of holding an empire over 
empires. Every tie, human and divine, will be 
dissolved, entangled, or knotted, as suits the 
passions of the sitting pope, whose incubation is 
best warmed by ashes and blood. Id the corres- 
pondence of Pius the Fifth with Charles the Ninth 
and Mary de Medici, he orders her to combat the 
enemies of popery until they are aUtjnassacred. 
Afraid that she might not understand him, or 
that she might think he spoke figuratively or 
pasaipnately, he repeats the injiiaction a few lines 
below, and uses the words utter extermination. The 
Protestants, vanquished by the Duke of Anjou, 
implore his intercession with his royal brother : 
u hearing which, his Holiness writes to his Noble- 
ness, that he ought through piety to be inexorable 
to alL Furthermore he tells the king that his 
Hiyesty will tire GocTs paUenoe and provoke his 


anger. SiupeotiBg that the geniteC^ 
be influenced by the gennosliy of hla brother, he 
oommandB him not to listen to the voke of fiiend- 
ship or of consanguinity. In another letter to 
Catharine, he says authoritativdy , " TnflSime the 
spirit of Ike King to annihilate the last reinnaiit 
of ofvil war.” Afterward, when peace was con- 
cluded, he writes thus to the Cardinal de Bourbon : 

" We expect you, in your prudence, to confound 
and overthrow the conditions of so pernicious a 
treaty. You ov^e this proof of zeal to God, to the 
King, and to the character you sustain.” 

No people are so deeply interested in abolishing 
the political power of popery, as those who believe 
in its religious doctrines. For where such doc- 
trines are coupled with such perfidy and cruelty, 
they expose the holders of them to the worst sus- 
picions, in many cases unjustly. <r< 

And what is the inscription on the walls and 
doors of roman-catholic churches aiw^- chapels I 
is it any commandment from the Lecalogue, any * 
proverb from Solomon, any precepji from Jesus, 
Christ ? No : it is, Pray for the souls and for 
what souls ] Not for thy own, which ’twero easier 
to dam before it is turning to tinder, but for those 
in the fires of purgatory. Praging paging'. 
the substance of the prayer is a compost 6f -pounds, 
shillings, and pence. The salt water at‘lihe font, 
into which every one dips a finger, serves for 
tears; and the money-box, nailed above it, for 
repentance. These are essential parts of the 
religion, and not accidents: but if' they were 
accidents, and not essential parts, a prudent man 
would keep away from a labyrinth, at every turn 
and passage of which there is a thief to pick 
his pocket, to tie his hands behind him if he 
resists, and to gag him if he speaks a word. How 
Imig, 0 Lord ! . . . 

Peterbonrugh. Ten to one, the Lord will give you 
no answer, friend William ! and in this instance I 
am more pious and resigned than you are; for 
I never ask of him how long he will be about any- 
thing, particularly such as these, in which I know 
he likes to take his time. If you wish i-o know it, 

I can answer the question, and you need not look 
up into the clouda for its solution. It will bo just 
as long as the rich can drive the poor before them, 
and the cunning can lead the rich. I wonder you 
should object to the order of priesthood, and to 
the quiet seizure of, your property by this order, 
on your hesitation to deliver up as much, of it qs 
the venerable maimbers may demand. Are they 
not wiser than you 1 

Penn. They are wise in their generation. 

Peterborough. That is enough for anybody. 

Penn. Thou misunderstandest me. 

Peterborough. Ho ! ho I if I had taken the other 
sense, I should have replied, they ought to be, for 
they have a good deal of practice in it. Being 
wiser than you, which they tell you they are, and 
are ready to fight you with fists if you deny it, 
they know better than you do what they want, and 
what,Ahey are worth. 

Penn. What they want thqy can not tell, for- 
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IHunudi M their wants increase with their poB- 
{MBffiona I but what they are worth we may well 
nigh guess. 

Peterborou^k They have texts firom Scripture 
proving their divine right to tithes. The Jewish 
priesthood had them. 

Pmn, 1 do not deny their similitude tb the 
Jews, if the old ones were like their descendants : 
but it pleased God to abolish this priesthood, and 
the law it followed. 

Pekrborougk It did not plea^ Goa nor the 
servants of God to abolish tithes. " 

Penn, We must wait.* 

Peterborough, Indeed must you, and in tho mean 
time count out your money. Kow take another 
text : ** The labourer is worthy of his hire.” 

Penn, Pay the labourer, if he hath laboured and 
th<gi hast hired him : if he hath never laboured, 
and if thou hast never hired him, bid him good 
morrow.^ Paythe labourer; I repeat it ; but pay not 
the priest. )f thou calledst him a clown or a hind, 
he would maltreat thee for nuscalling him ; while 
he is fain*to call thee somewhat less ; not clown 
nor hind, but cattle. Use and custom reconcile 
men to anything; otherwise there are of such 
^tempers, that, on receiving so unseemly and rude ! 
ad apjjeMation, they would look into the hedge-row 
for sonft lithe ash-plant, and feel in their pockets 
for wherewithal to cut it . . that is, if no discreet 
friend were at their aide ton moderate their incli- 
nation and to withhold them. 

Peterbom>ngk. Mounted on a stout contem- 
plative black, mare, with a bushy mane and tail, a 
broad white streak down the forehead, white like- 
wise one fetlock and hoof. 

Penn. Ay, ay, more likely to find him on such | 
a creature, than on one opening and shutting his I 
nostrils like a fop at a perfumer’s ; one as regdy ^ 
to snap slily at his comrade as a competitor in the 
cabinet ; one touching the ground with the ex- 
tremity of the foot whenever he stops for a moment, 
as though forsoSth that same foot of his were a 
divining rod ; so important and msgestical doth 
he appear to hold himself; a gelding with a silvery 
tail, and scarcely enough of it to whip a syllabub or 
fray a gossamer, with a body bright and flashy as 
a marigold, thin and bony as a Mordaunt, and 
just as unsteady, and trickish, and mettlesome; 
and loud in his snorting as a young patriot under 
the hammer* 

Peterborongh, Egad ,vcr my gelding should 
be stolen, I will beg a olhyy of description for 
an advertisement. 

I see 1 must cla!^ spurs again : we are off to the 
steeple-hunt. 

Whatever may be objected to the Catholic faith, 

1 find thf members of it better-tempered people, 
when the pope and his posse do not stir them up, 
than other sects. Even the priests and monks, 
if you leave their temporals untouched^ and un- 
threatened, are jovial and rational. 1 have known 
many instances of it, for a person who has had so 
EtUe to do with 'em ; one of which I am certain 
frill amuse you. * 


V^hen I w^as in Paris, I was admitted to vMt a 
young Isdy of soine attractions. Going out of the 
door, one morning, I met a capuchin on the steps. 
Iliad seen him in the street too frequently, and 
having remarked that he eyed me more curiously 
than I liked, I asked him somewhat fiercely what 
he wanted there. He bowed profoundly, and 
ansvfered that he came to supplicate for relief to 
the necessities of the monastery. 

" Hfbu capuchins and other monks,” replied I, 
" never enter»a house where there is only an ugly 
woman or a poor one.” • 

Again he bowed, and moilB profoundly than 
before. ** Sir,” said he, “ w^ havp ftgliness and 
poverty enough „ among ourselves : 1 came, as I 
told you, to obtain what the convent wanted.” 

I then observed that he was a handsome man, about 
thirty years of age, of a correctness in his language 
that indicated a good education, and of an easiness 
in his demeanour that mere impudence may lend 
for a moment, but can not long sustain ; it was 
such as gave me an assurance of high birth, and 
of excellent connexions formed early. Vexed and 
ashamed that I had treated as a roturier, a gen- 
tleman whom perhaps nothing but the hope of 
gratifying his amiable passions had cowled and 
frocked, 1 shook him cordially by the hand, 

I dropped a louis into his hood, and apologised for 
' ofiering only the yellow of the egg, having but 
I that part remaining from my collation. He hesi- 
! tated a moment ; then said he never could object 
! to partake my fast with me, and should be con- 
I tented in future with a less complimentary distri- 
! bution. 

I Perm. I have no j)roof before me that the 
capuchin, as thou callost the man, came to the 
female’s house wit.Ii any^iravit>^of intention : yet 
he sinned ; forasmuch as, having made and sworn 
to vows of povctity, expressing the rejection of 
money, he received thy gold, knowing it to be 
I gold, and other th in, what thou calledst it, the 
I yellow of an egg. Therefore, what-^vor might be 
I the placidity of his temper, and certain, Ko ihpu 
wilt have it, that, another day .<(! fast'^d on the 
white, T can not in my coii«cieuc<i acquit him of 
offence. 

If Popery however displays ti.c dexterous filcher, 
the Church of Kngland hath 'Tcatly liie advantage 
over her in the exert i . oi brawny st.rcngthin the 
meadow and farm-yard. Neither the catholic 
priesthood, nor any other that ever existed among 
men, even in times of ignorance and* paganism, 
hath been so litigious and oppressive. In another 
age or two they may grow w^eaiyr of kicking and 
cuffing Us : but they .will never cease to exhibit 
their agility and spirit in leaping over tho palings 
of our com-eta<j^s, or their observance of the most 
rigid rules of right in watching oiw garAn-gato 
for us, and weeding out the tithes of our beet and 
parsley. The catholic priest, when he enters a 
family, bringeth at least a pretext of .some spiritual 
concern, some confession to hear or some admoni- 
tion to impart ; but your Ohurch-of-England text- 
and-tlthe collector holdeth in derision such idle 
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oooupfttlonfl^ and intrudeth on your gubstance i^ith 
a pistol in tbe fist, and with a ci^rse upon t);ie lip^ 
as little a tibne in discharging. 

Surely men can judge for themselveB what 
instructor they shall place the most confidence in: 
as surely ought they to take his instruction rather 
than a stranger’s^ whose first step is intrusion, 
whose second is violence, and whose every suc- 
ceeding one leaves defiance and hatred behind it. 
What wonder that the beneficent hand of BQigion 
Should be swollen, festered, and paltied, nailed as 
it hath been so long to the posts of Palace-yard I 
If she be spiritual, -she belongeth not to the state : 
if she be car.'liaj, she^elongeth not to heaven. 

Is not religion, m any plain, . honest, unadul- 
terated kind, as easily taught as morality 1 Again, 
is it not taught as easily as agriculture or chemis- 
try ? Yet we have no establishment, no order of 
citizens set apart for teaching one or otfier of these, 
and demanding from the remainder, willing or 
unwilling, a tenth of the produce of their land, 
and another tenth of their labour upon it : though 
agriculture and chemistry require more study, 
more exertion, more attention, more precision, 
than the acquiring and holding forth of those 
dogmas, which, while they tell us to love our 
neighbour . . 

Peterborough. As ourselves : a thing impossible. 

Penn. If thou findest it so, leave it a little on 
the way side, and let me go on. The dogmas of 
your gentry in lawn and purple, while they per- 
suade us to love our neighbour, order us also to 
damn him everlastingly ; and are slower, I opine, 
than the other two sciences, those of agriculture 
and chemistry, in giving the labourer a clean shirt 
and good dinner, and in shutting out the fiercer 
or the subtiler marauders, from which no path 
of life is exempf, active in spring and autumn, 
active in winter and summer, undermining or 
battering his frail corporeal tenement. 

Pftrrl)orough. People must be imposed upon for 
their good. He who said in his heart that all men 
are liars, was none himself on that occasion. Lies 
and liars are the things and persons the most 
necessary in our sublunary < onditiori ; and without 
a tinge of falsehood the colours of the fairest 
character are faint. 

Pe7in. Hold : hold ! or I whip thy horse before 
me, since I may not ride faster. One would think 
the cloven hoof surmounted the uncloven. 

Peterborough. I will proceed more circumspectly. 
Grant me* this. A man in a wig gains credit, 
where one with a cropped head would be kicked 
out of doors. In religion too, a white hand waves 
about it more persuasion than a browner ; and a 
hairy one in church would be looked at as suspi- 
ciously as Esau’s. My father was fi>nd of repeating 
two cci^!lplet8,( which he was likewise fond of attri- 
buting to a maiden aunt : she, however, although 
the stoutest of episcopalian^ disclaimed them. 

Little that theoloKian teaohea 

Uader whose text himg tattered breeches. 

Devil take him who di^ieves 
Verities shaken from lawn-eleevea 


Penn. There is Bonndness of obs^vlratioii in t]i6 
first stave of the canticle : let ns hope that so 
sedate and ouiions an observer spake remain- 
der more in levity than in malice* Otherwise it 
were well if we ascribed it to the sudden inflnx of 
melancholic humour, which we may collect firom 
the import of the words preceding, 

Peterboremgh. Even had we no establishments, 
we should still have sects. 

Penn. What then ? whom would they fight for? 
who woufd pay^Jhem 1 Although there were no 
establishments, there might indeed be sects 4n 
religion, as there anciehtly were in philosophy : 
yet either we must suppose that Christianity is 
prouder and crueller and more avaricious than 
philosophy, or we must admit that establishments, 
and not Christianity, have, wherever they existed, 
raised such tumults, seized upon such wealth, ;pQid 
shed (0 blessed Eedeemer, was not thine enough !) 
such torrents of human blood. If philosophy has 
not done it with her sects, neither would Chris- 
tianity have done it ,with hers, withoijt her purple 
and pretorians. These are as unfriehdly to the 
one as to the other ; and, while they exist upon 
earth, the more civilised parts of it cai. expect no 
better state, long together, than external wars,, 
internal discord, and universal oppression. Revo- 
lutions may for a while relieve them ; chastisement 
and the fear of it may render the princes more 
conciliatory and submissive : but the poison will 
be poured again into the drowsy ear, by those 
npon whose pillow they slumber. Hance even 
the recluse and quiet reasoner will be tempted to 
point toward the natives of these wilds : and some 
one, in the moroseness of sad triumph, will say to 
the inhabitant of the city, Are not such men 
more happy, are not they more virtuous, are not 
thqy more dignified, and, 0 slave! so bruised 
and abject as to be insensible to thy slavery ! 
are not they more deeply enlightened, more vitally 
wise, than thou ? 

Peterborough. There is a stfange idea gone 
abroad for a long time, and moving about much 
at its ease, by which we are to understand that 
minister means master; the exact opposite of its 
original and right import. Thus the ministers of 
the church call themselves the church, and the 
ministers of the state are the state. Now, in my 
humble opinion, the state is composed of all the 
people in it, and the church of all the Christians. 
If this opinion is correct, and ever should be 
acted on consist^tly, w^at will become of our 
princely hierarchy ? Ajid may it not happen that 
some of those who cany whi^ and black rods, 
shall lay them aside, and with equally kind offi- 
ciousnesB help the traveller to mount at the 
inn-door, and snatch his skirt from between him 
and the saddle-bag? 

Penn. Political institutions, or establiehmentt, 
should l)f founded on Christianity, and not Chris- 
tianity on them. This perverts the order of 
things ; which order, insomnch as passive example 
can effect, we would set right* But what is 
example, what is reason, what is Christisnitjr 
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itself, in oppoi^ion to the force of wealth tinder 
the shield of goyemment ! Byeiy rich fiunUy 
sees or imagines its interest in the present system, 
which, whatever it may be called, is no better 
nor other than Popery in any state throughout 
Europe ; and eveiy poor one hopes it, excepting 
those few who look to one rule of faith, under Sne 
immutable and immortal teacher, where they 
indeed find room enough to place their interests 
and rest their hopes. • 

Nothing can exceed the impudj^ce of men 
pretending to be Christian^, professing to follow 
the ordinances of Christ, reproaching the Pope 
for his perversion of them, and themselvei at 
the same time violating the most positive and 
unequivocal command of our blessed Lord and 
Saviour : Call no man your father upon earth : 
for on^ is your father, which is in heaven.” Now, 
though dignities of state were left untouched, 
dignities, asamen vainly call them, in religion are 
^♦‘ llere disiinctly*and solemnly forbidden. I sayj 
nothing of the^revarications and perjuries that 
must be crossed to reach them. Can the calmest | 
face, can the best-plaited lawn-sleeves, can the 
highest-drawif pink stockings, can the coiucliest 
thigh-cases the most nicely pu(!kcrcd at the knee- 
band) Sr ipifti the most virginal apron, do away 
with or cof er this 1 In the ritual of the Apo.stles 
there was nc? string of prayers ordained, no dress- 
ing and undressing in the pubITc pla(!e of worship, 
no pagan ceremonies, no other precedency than 
eldership. Priests, we have heard, were appointed 
to put down the devil. If they have been seven- ' 
teen centuries about it, and could neither do it | 
while they were holier men ‘and worked miracles, 
nor afterward, when they became less holy but 
more wise, and had learned all his tricks and 
devices, it is time methinks they should give m,< 
and own themselves worsted. If, on the contrary, 
they have put him down, or if he has been put 
down without them, or if we have brought him 
to decent tenns, or fif he lieth quiet by his fireside 
of his own accord, and we no longer feel ourselves 
in danger from him, we may just as reasonably 
and constitutionally demand from Parliament the 
disbanding of them as of any othei;l)ody of troops, 
appointed for any other service, when that service 
hath been perfermed. But if, after so many 
thousand years, he fighteth only the more despe- 
rately for the blows he hath received, I would tiy 
other methods of attack aA • jthcr implements of 
warfare, or I would keep niyself shftit up close in 
my fastnesses at home. Are scouts and watch- 
men here likewise newssaiy 1 Enow of men for 
the purpose will ever be remaining, whose vanity 
and ambition, whose love of teaching and of talk- 
ing, whose impatience to display a fine voice, a 
fine person, a fine gesture, a fine doctrine, a ^e 
metaphor, will clothe them in the garb of piety, 
and place them astride the gate of the sheepfold. 
Furthermore, let us hope that better inducements 
will exist at all times, and that the necessities of 
the soul will be supplied in their due season : t)|at 
every fklher and mother, every experienced man, 


every considerate woman, will exercise the dntiM 
of private *life an<^ social, by inculcating thoao 
mor^ wherefrom arise the listener’s content and 
the teacher’s security j and which, if no other 
benefit accrued from them, would detruncate onr 
rank expenditure on the three most wasteful and 
unprofitable of consumers: on him who carries 
the BwSrd in his hand; and on those two wilier 
ones wh^ cany it in their months, flaming and 
empoisoned. 

Peterborough.'^ni Christ himself said, if what I 
fancy I once heard at a sermon^ u exact, which 
indeed it may not be, for I was half-^|eep, ** I 
bri^ not peace, but a sword.” • 

Penn. Christ never said anything like it ; for 
Christ never contradicted his own doctrine. We 
find the words among better ; and we find them 
attributed to him : falsely, falsely. No construc- 
tion can ever* make Christ a murderer; though 
his name hath been used among men for hardly 
any other purpose. Either the words were re- 
versed by accident, which is the more charitable 
supposition ; or were corrupted by design, which 
I am afraid is the more probable and correct one. 

! Some conciliatoiy and harmonizing theologians 
would assure us, that they never were changed, 
interpolated, or transposed ; and that they signify 
the hard service of the first Christians, and the 
persecutions they must suffer. ‘ This is foretold 
plainly enough in other places : here the expression 
would show the object of Christ's mission, and not 
its accidents; that he came to bring slaughter, 
and not peace. Therefore, even if we found it in 
the writings of all his disciples and of all his 
apostles, in the same terms, we should at once 
reject it; because it never ^ould have been said 
by the person who proclaimed unr.vtwsal good-will 
and unqualified forbearance, supposing him sent, 
as wc do, by the Govf of mercies, and breathing 
the spirit of truth. 

Peterborough, There is one text of Scripture, 
and only one, upon which all establishments .- nd 
sects agree, excepting yours : whicl r^akes them 
all think you an unconscionable Let of people. 

Penn. That text doth not occur *'.> me at the 
present time. 

Peterborough Priests and rulers preach and 
proclaim it incessantly ; ar l, what is more 
remarkable, act as they proclaim and preach. 

Penn. Canst thou repeat it ? 

Peterborough, Kill and eat.” 

It appears to me that there was more Christi- 
anity before Christ than there has been since. 

Penn. thou any objection that there should 
be more after than there was before 1 

Peterborough, None at all. 

Penn. Let us thfn begin to speed it, ancUto 
recover as much time as we can. It bonsoleth 
me to find that thou occasionally dost think on 
worship. 

Peterborough, I have left it off. 

Penn. What was thy motive ; if indeed thou 
didst not drop away from it through lightness of 
mindl 
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I dropped aw«gr from it thzoagh 

PmL 1 am afraid to queation^thee ftirthe^^ lest 
thott aaj aught irrererent 

Peterborough. Beverenoe urged me. The cler> 
gyman told ub repeatedly that we were all 
^Idren of Satau^ aud ordered us in t|ie next 
breath to turn him out of doors. Lear’s children 
were detestable for this very procee^mg*. yet 
Lear was neither Older nor madder^ nor was he 
worse pelted. ^ 

Beligion is apt to wince if you handle her quar- 
ters ne^, her stalls and mangers. Here however 
one may trhat lilr as having grown more |iractr 
able : and since her price is out Of the question, 
and no dealer is within ear-shot, we may express 
a wish that those usually about her had consulted 
their own Interests better, and had attempted to 
show us that she can bring us to happiness some- 
what less circuitously, and without relay and 
baiting. 

Penn. The road hath been pointed out unto 
us by the same divine hand that made us ; and 
such is, and such was ever, our hanging back, 
I do not wonder that God repented of creating 
man. 

Peterborough. Nor I, since he must have fore- 
known the trouble we should give him, and that 
we should be even less obedient to his Son than 
our first progenitor had been to Him. But it is 
surely by some unfair interpretation, that the living 
God is represented to us as hardening the heart of 
Pharaoh, expressly that he might disobey his com- 
mands ; which disobedience caused the death of 
that king, and of thousands with him ; of thou- 
sands who were inqpcent even of having their 
hearts hardcDp^d, on the contrary, who were engaged 
at the very moment in bringing God’s tragedy to* 
the close, and perforrnin^the duty which he 
himself inculcates, of obedience to the prince. 

Penn. Worm! worm! thou wouldst question 
the Lord. 

Peterbijrough. Not I indeed ; but I would ques- 
tion those who dress him in their own dirty suits, 
to frighten folks out of their senses and their 
money. And even them I would let pass on, 
when I had joked or reasoned them into a passion : 
for 1 am as much an episcopalian at heart as any 
of them, and see the matter in the same light. 
Nevertheless I can allow my zeal for the Church 
of England to subside a little, in compliance with 
the humours of the weak and lukewarm; and 
indeed I hoped to fall in with your opinions and 
feelings, when I showed the folly aqd culpability 
of men who would represent our Creator as 
inconsistent and cruel. 

JPenn. We appeal to the Gctspel, not to the old 
Jews. * 

Peterhoebvgh. Perhaps there are some reasons 
why I should hit upon tho old Jews first. Now 
then we here have done with them : and I beg 
you to give me a little light on the sepulchre of 
our Saidour, as there appears to be some disoord- 
anoe in the history of those who visited it, and of 


those who were found at it by the visitors, and in 
the number of times that their master came 
among them afterward. 

Penn. Follow thou the righteousness of Christ, 
his gentleness, his forbearance; and leave his 
ascension to the more speculative, and his sepub 
cl&e to the more devout. 

Peterbor<Mgh. Would he, with such righteous- 
ness, such gentleness, such forbearance, have 
treated Ananias and ^pphira as Peter his suc- 
cessor didb Certainly the popes descend in a 
right line from this prince of the apostles ; who 
very properly bears in his statue the head of 
Jupiter the thunderer. If he really did toward 
Ananias and Sapphira, what we are bound to 
believe he did, he neglected the example and 
disobeyed the commands of his master, and he 
infringed the laws and usurped the magisi^rature 
of his country. W ould any modern king, Christian 
or Mahomedan or idolater, would fcuy republic 
of any age, permit a private man %o onfofcce, under* 
pain or threat cf death, so rigi^ and bitter an 
equality 1 Would you yourselv<», who come 
nearest to the discipline of Christ, insist upon it I 
I do not ask whether you would * point out for 
reprobation, I do not ask whether you wild 
strike with extinction, a virtuouft, i generous, 
unsuspicious couple, who had given rb the indi- 
gent the greater part of their possessions. Ex- 
tmetion for what crime! tho crime of holding 
back from their enthusiastic prodigality a slender 
pittance, with an object perhaps as .justifiable and 
as sacred as charity itself. Their motives were 
unexamined, their cause unheard. We may sup- 
pose them desirous of repurchasing some quiet 
country-house, some shady little meadow, some 
garden with its trellised alcove or its woodland 
path at the end of it, tho scene of their earliest 
tenderness and first caresses. There may be 
things about us so dear to us, that we should 
almost bear our soundest flesh to be cut away, 
before we could surrender tb^m to another ; and 
from a feeling so very different from avarice, that 
the avaricious man is perhaps the 'only one who 
is quite incapable of it. There are localities th£.t 
have in them ..somewhat of an identity with our- 
selves: insomuch that, in almost all ages and 
countries, the poets have appealed to their 
consciousness : and poets search out and seize on 
resemblances of truth, even more striking than 
truth itself. 

Penn. Wh*t does tftiat prove 1 

Peterborough. It proves the affection we may 
naturally bear to certain parts of property, con- 
sistently with the most generous spirit, the most 
exuberant and ^profuse liberality. We must 
believe the sudden and almost simultaneous death 
of this unfortunate couple to have been designed 
and exhibited by Saint Peter, in order to strike 
tera!>r into the disobedient, who might withhold 
from the common stock any particle of their 
property. 

^Penn. Be candid, he just and Temoions. Be* 
member, he told Anaidas It had been at Ida 
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option to giye in^ or decline to give in, the will disbelieve thee, forming his idea of age from 
whole; to enter or not enter into tlmt society of size and'stiength :*again thou smilest at sueh 
Oiristians which agreed to hold all property in simplicity : yet the reasoning powers are 
common. The punishment of perfidy was exem* coming into action, although the powers of reflec- 
plary, but not severe : it was striking, but not tion are yet dormant and inert : here likewise I 
painftil. Thou appearest to intimate that fjie could point out to thee in riper years a worse and 
apostle called it down on the offender, who weaker ^consistency of unbelief, 
brought it on his own head. The chastisements Law should provide that tlie inhabitants of the 
of the Almighty may (we hope) be averted, never land be lyought up religiously : but never let her 
can they be accelerated or aggravated, by iJuman dandle Religion pi her lap, play with her at the 
prayer. Paul, after his conversion*;* never was desk, cater for her, pamper her wj/h sweetmeats, 
intolerant or inhumane. • indulge her in childish freaks and acrinionious 

Peterborough. As we can not see clearly, though passions, teach her cant and (pzenagc^^ mimic 
we may suspect, the aim of such an institution, steps* and sidelong glances, ariu talfe her thus 
lot us try whether we cannot find out the natural accomplished into partnership, 
and necessary end of it. Nearly all Christian Peterburongk. I never was fond of questioning 
sects, and mostly the episcopalian, have greatly or debating on matters in which I have no prac* 
corrected the practice of the apostles : which they tice or skill : otherwise I would ask how it hap- 
nover would have done if it had been ordained by pens that you,*tho most remote of all Christians 
(iod So mflch^my mother the Church of Eng- from the papists, employ nevertheless cxcommu- 
* land will •not permit me to doubt of: and now ni cation. If going to places of worship is good 
from the motijyts we will proceeti to the results, and needful, it certainly is most so in those who 
You, who calculate better than I do, may inform have done wrong. The pope on the contrary 
me how long cjpuld have existed, if the laws had | does not wait for an incorrigible fault : the mo- 
allowed it, the order of society laid down by Saint j ment an order of his is transgressed, let the 
Pefor^ for tlyae who followed the aposiles. Since offence itself be the lightest possible, he shuts the 
it was necA^ry tlmt all the new Chriai,iaus should doors of Saint Peter in the face of the transgressor, 
sell their property, the purchasers would have and forbids him to say his prayers and seek for- 
the whole at* nearly their own price. Hence the givencss in any church upon earth.* 
greatest misfortune that could beMl the faithful Penn. We have nothing to do with such a 
would be the propagation of the faith itself. If fisherman, or such fish. We never excommuni- 
the apostles M^orked with equal zeal and success, cate, while the moral character of the sinner hath 
and converted the rich as well as the poor, whore a sound or curable part left, or while a hope sur- 
could they find purchasers *1 They sold both lands vives of reclaiming him. We can not issue an 
and houses : where would the people live in winter! arbitrary order, nor receive one. Paul recoin > 
For the mountainous parts (and nearly all Judoa mends to his disciple Titus, Hat he should admo- 
is of that quality) are cold and stormy. In the nish a heretic once or twice ; and,''ff he can not 
imagery of the Psalms, we find flakes of snow and [convert him, that he ^hould (care him : a puiiish- 
violent winds and tempests. After the sale and ment (if one at all) very different from the pulley 
alienation of their houses, both sexes must herd and the gridiron. And what was heresy in those 
together. In fact, the^did so; and their guides were, early days? Not a diversity ot opinion on a 
in the nature of things, obliged to make loud and meUiphysical point, for such questions VfteH 
incessant complaints against certain immoralities, started later, but a rash dcicrmim.ii^ a to set 
which they dad not or would not believe to be de- aside the ordiuances of Christ himself, at that 
pSndent on their own system, and inevitable in it. time the sole authority and guide. Moderate as 
But my main and plain questimi is, how long this chastisement is . . . 
could the money have lasted ? Certainly not for Peterlforough. Chastisement i 
two whole generations: what then would ha\e Penn. Without talking of chastisement we can 
become of the next? not talk agreeably witn any denomination of 

Pemi. We want leisure, a|jd ')^n, ink and paper, Christians. Paul, I was about to remark, is 
for these calculations. T% Lord would have severer than his master, who orders th^ the 
taken care that nothing snould bd' deficient for admonition shall be repeated thrioe, 
such as believed in hii% PeteHtorougk. How ! alter his master’s^message 

Peterborough. 1 am answered. at his humous ! and scratch out the best line in it ! 

Penn. Ride on then in quietness and sobriety. Penn. He hath only too much zeal. 

Every child, six or seven years old, thinks his Peterborough. All the rogues that ever lived 
fiitber can do everything and knows eveiything : , have brought little ^misery upon the v;orld, tn 
and we smile at his simplicity. Are there no comparison with those who had too much zeal, 
intelligences that smile at ours, who, in the meri- 1 Penn. True : but take heed lest thy mouth 
dian and maturity of the faculties, so act tmAmd | offend, and thy speech give offence, 
others and toward onrselvei^ as if our fether in Peterborough, I am called an infidel ; and an 
the heavens knew nothing and could do nothing? infidel 1 am : but is my infidelity so mischiovous 
The little boy of that age. whom thou tellest Be « quJ contra mandatum hocnostmiji feoerit, iaunivart* 
is older than the great and strong coach-hor^c, Dei oocleaie toto orbe termrum expert eato. ^ 
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in or in its consequences^ as the conduct of 
that man who exaggerates the words o*t changes 
the directions of bis master ? , • ^ 

In what and against whom am I an infidel? 
At worst I do not find reason enough to believe 
what othe^ do. If 1 believe 1 see a tree, it may 
not. be a tree : but how can I help belieying that 
I 8CC a tree ? and if I see no tree,, and can not by 
any stretch of vision see it, will thefsmoke of 
faggots mend ray byesight ? 

Do not groqn, William, nor let your arms hang 
down in that , manner : for, if your mare should 
stumble among^these old charred roots, it might 
do somewfiat. wcfTsc, I apprehend, than bl(icken 
your dove-coloured thigh-case. , 

Pann. Wonderful, but saddening to the soul, | 
unless we had better hopes from better justice ! I 
whoever thinks worthily of God is in danger of 
being styled an atheist, and whoe^r would frame 
his will t-o the rules of the divine one, a visionary, 
an enthusiast, or a hypocrite. Fears and formu- 
laries, received by men from men, are called 
religion ; belief and trust in Providence, truth, 
kindness, equity, mere things of this world. 0 ! 
were they so, were they so indeed ! then the con- 
fines of this world would touch and almost be 
confounded wdth the other; and our hearts and 
imaginations might every day take exercise and 
repose there. Why are so many folks necessary 
with parliaments and penalties, with castles and 
battlements and bayonets and bells, to make us 
of a true religion ? Why are wc in a state of 
despondency without plush, and damned without 
the dyer ? We friends are reprobated : where- 
fore] because we offer no sureties to God for 
infants whom wc may never see after they grow 
uj), and abovfu whose conduct it is deemed need- 
less to be solicitous, and unbecoming to be* 
inquisitive; because we tave no hand laid a 
moment on our heads in childhood to make us 
upright and steady for life; because we do not 
take a morsel of bread and a sip of wino in the 
morning, to remind us of eating a supper, of 
which others were in fact the eaters. 

P(ierl>orouifk. This part at least of the vital in 
religion is, inethinks, what the imitators might 
imitate better, with little j)am8. 

Penn. I do not approve of thy scofiing at the 
fntal in religion. 

Peterborough. Friend Penn ! every man hath his 
favourite guard and pass. You made several 
lunges at the midriff ; I made but one. 

Penn. Thy words were inconsiderate, and might 
become a stumbling-block of offenc^. 

Peterborough. I now perceive, my worthy friend, 
no man ever fought for religion : it was for some 
little id^l which his own heftrt had fashioned, or 
which, whether bought or given or snatched up 
and run off with, be carried in secret under his 
doublet, either to help him in his crimes or to 
keep him at least from punishment. You need 
none such : but eveiy kind of love must have its 
object; self-love among the rest, an object the 
most ^tinct and definite. 


Penn, Thou art hard upon me ; and ye^ who 
knoweth whether God hath not given thee on 
this occasion the spirit of truth, to strike me the 
more forcibly. 1 have suspected in myself the 
thing thou sayest : nay, I have found it, and have 
c^t it out. It may have entered again under the 
haze of zeal, and have stood invisible in the high 
place, in the rock of Zion, in the shadow of 
temple. 

Gome over unto us 1 come over unto us ! come 
into our rmip! and thou shalt rqjoioe with 
exceeding great joy. 

Peterbeyrongh. I am not so wild : I am on l^Vi 
of o-bsence. 

Penn. Be persuaded at least that with us ex- 
communication is according to the command of 
Christ, although in churches it be not. Excom- 
munication precluded no man formerly ft^m the 
enjoyment of legal protection and of civil rights ; 
but only from the communion of bWievers, from 
their assemblies, their contrition* and their fss^ :* 
a penalty by no** means intoleral^^e to people of 
such a turn. 

Peterborough. 1 could ‘have borne it myself, 
though none of the meekest. ^These humble 
men however would not let ’their superiqrs^sit 
quiet. , ^ 

Penn. Thou wrongest them. When they grew 
rich they grew reptless. 

Peterborough. I could have cured this disorder 
in them. 

Penn. Even bishops, and those •’of Rome too, 
so far from assailing the rulers of the world, re- 
quested and implored their protection : so far 
from excommunicating them, as they did after- 
ward, and ordering their subjects to rebell against 
them, they came forward as supplicants for gra- 
tuities and favours ; and boasted of deserving 
them, by having prayed in their churches for 
the s^ety of the prince and the prosperity of the 
empire. ^ 

Peterborough, Ho ! ho ! they did, did they ? 1 
always had heard and believed that our own holy 
fathers bore no resemblance whatsoever to the 
old ones : I see they differ little in essentials. 

Penn. Christianity, in my view of her, not only 
makes us able to bear our sufferings, but in groat 
measure to avoid them ; not only to obey, but to 
select the proper objects of obedience. She en- 
larges the intellectual and moral world about us : 
and by this enlargement the horrible signs of thy 
zodiac, friend Mordfcunt, if gape upon us they 
must, will gape upon us^after longer intervals. 
But I trust that a new order of things hath com- 
menced and will continue. In England you may 
want perhaps, for some time longer, kings, 
bishops, chancellors, lords; in America our 
wishes are humble and tranquil, by not having 
such objects of excitement and delight before 
oui«eyes. We shall be contented with equality 
of rank and right, with honest unpresuxuing 
plain-spoken Christianity, and with a paternal 
distribution of uncostly justice. 

Peterborough. Though addicted io no particular 
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i/Btemof pMoiOpfaj or rdigion or gOTonimen^ Penn. Bather, in want of onrhii, to cheok ne 
I am ooni^eed that if jon destroy the institn- on a preei^ce. * 

tione and oaetoma of men, hoveyer had a great T^ose doctors jon haye cited would have acted 
part of these may be, yon fdso chill the blo^ of more judiciously and honestly in owning that 
their attachments, widoh are requisite for the they Imew nothing about the businesB, and that 
prosperity and indeed for the safety of natiojis. t is a question which our SayionT did not come 
At the same time, I am not sorry to dud you ipon ^urth to agitate or to solve. We have 
aetthig an example here of sobriety and for* already more Imowledge than wo are disposed to 
bearance. l^hese virtues will gradually allure »ring ii^ use \ when we have well practised the 
and conciliate many, by the wealth and refpecta- whole orit, perhaps He who gave us it may give 
bility attendant on them. If, howeverv> all English* is more. One*would imagine t|^t the wisdom 
men were at once such as ^he society of fnends, »f those who govern might better for a 
they would have their throats cut before the upply now and then from the wisdom* of those 
next harvest ; a consideration which has hindered 'ho^ reason in retirement. Mstead oi which, 
the greater and better part of Christianity from Doliticians and philosophers are the two classes 
being yet admitted in any European state. \f men the most opposite in the world, standing 

Penn. My young friend, genius with thee is ith their eyes fixed one upon the other, in 
like the bird of paradise, all wing : should it wish uspicion, or indignation, or scorn. The most 
to alight and settle on anything, it finds under it ixtravagant ;lre the oftenest quoted : but it is 
no support.® merely to exhibit the futility of innovation or 

• Penn, I was once a great admirer ’eform. I do not assert that there is a single 

9 f BochefoucaWd, and fancied ‘his Maxims were axiom in Plato, which a minister in any country 
oracles. It happened that, quoting them one r any age ought to receive and act on : but 
day at dinner, my adversary told me I had re- many of them, taking up his fame when it suits 
versed the sohtiment : I found I had. Upon this, heir purpose, announce him as a high authority, 

1 •bqgan to reverse, for curiosity’s '’ake, almost olding in derision those who stand nearer, such 
every *tharfi sei^ence of my shrewd and smart as Tlarrington and Milton, superior to him in 
philosopher ; and discovered that, like superfine gravity and in virtue. 

cloth, they*look as comely t^e wrong side out- Peterborough. I remember one axiom of the 
ward as the right, wherever I could give as easy divine man, which every minister in my time has 
and quick a turn as that of the original. This both received and acted on. 
persuaded Ae that we receive for the wisest Penn. Although I perused his dialogues on 
things the gracefullest and the boldest, and that polity a little while ago, I can not recollect it. 
what are called speculative truths are in general Peterborough. He forbids the use of falsehood 
not only unimportant, but no truths at all. In- to the community at large, but allows it to the 
dustry, cleanliness, equanimity, beneficence, are rulers : just as the papal psicsts do with the wine 
the intelligible paris of your system : these con- at the sacrament, giving it one toethe other, but 
stitute civilisation, and ^1 not suffer it, I hope] withholding it from the people. Plato calls it a 
to slide or bulge or decline. It is quite a new and medicine, and tells ifo we must concede it to the 
ingenious thought, to try whether Christianity enn physician, in order that we may use it as he 
stand alone : and |he experiment is well worthy pleases ; but we must let no other man moddle 
of our attention. wilh it. Surely, my friend Penn, you can lol 

Penn. Thou speakest with levity and indiffer- deny that persons in authority, wi'^. eberisb 
ence, young*man, upon matters of eternal interest, this Platonic sentiment with somowliat more that 
® Peterborough. I know nothing, I must repeat it, Platonic affection. 

about these afiairs ; but I have oxperienoed that Penn. I grieve at the man’s vacuity, wh( 
some of eternal interest, if there be any such imagines that falsehood, of all vices the easiest t< 
in reasoning, ought to be held ae lightly take root and the harden! tc OAtiipate, is likely 
rapier, or they may be twisted out of our grasp to be long in overrunning the country, when th< 
into the air. Having jwk<»d the discreet and breath of those who govern us blows it abroad a 
pious of several persuairiv. s, whether in theii will, in every direction. Beside, did he not sei 
judgment God alone is tnereated, infinite, an< that, sooner or later, the lie must be &posed 
eternal, each, howev^ he might differ from th< and that not only the bad example would rami^ 
rest on other topics, replied in the affirmative, in the closest and most sheltered concerns of life 
What an opinion must I form on the perversion but that the government itself must be rcnderec 
of the human mind, afraid as I find it everywhere unstabile, when the governors were found cheati 
of admitting that time and space must also b* and liars. • • 

eternal, infinite, and uncreated I Day and nigh Peterborough. He would not permit iihe aoldien 
only mark rime out, and are in regard' to it whai to reside in the city. 

clo^ and watches are. God himself, although Penn. In other words, he would not permi 
he may be said to extend through all space, can them to care a fisrthing for the townsmen the] 
not be said to extend any farther : yet what is are to protect : in that case a slight matter woul( 
is bejfond. Are we not here in waiit of incline them to the invader, 
tenna 1 Peterborough, Not at all : he provides agains 
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H, Ij' informing them it is idle and sacrilegious for before they were laboured in. Beliere ihe, 
to aspire after the poor cornipt mone:^ current friende^ there is less war and tear In the body 
upon earth. . * * 9 and in the mind to obtain them as we hate done 

Piun, I'hey would buffet him** for an ftnpos- than as yon would do. Doubtless you love your 
tor, or tie him to his bedpost for a madman. children : provide then for them, as ye may with 
Peterhorou<jk He has provided against that cen^ninty, by teaching them how to provide for 
also. He tells them another story first : M says themselves ; how to be out of want and danger, 
to thorn, You and your arms and your equip- out of grief and sorrow ; how to form those 
ments sprang up from the bosom of your mother marriages which will bring them into peaceful 
Earth, You musC protecl^ your^^ mother Earth, and pKintifiil houses, where they will be welcome 
and likewise her weaker children, your little and respectcSl." 

brother fellow-citizens. As for gold, the Almighty Reason, preceding i. chastisement, forming no 
mixed a^lUantity^of it inyour primaiy conforma- portion of it, and unconnected with it, has an 
which adaptS and entitles you to command ; effect on all ; following one, it comes as a scoff, or 
while in your little brother fellow-citizens he as a section of the sentence, 
mixed up only brass and iron, rendering them Ideas of property can not be very correct where 
for artisans and husbandmen.*’ there is little distribution of it ; and those whom 

Penn. I remember this foolery. we call savages we often may find thieves.* But 

Pdcrboi'omjk Now tell me, friend ^*eim, whether heavier injustice is done every six months in our 
) on yourself are not, in some sort, equally liable English court of chancery, tlv^ Acropolis oi 
to bo taken for a visionary. Themis, than by all the savages on our borders in 

Pt'iui. Thou mayest take me for a visionary, as many years. I have found th^m universally 
friend Mordaunt, hut thou shalt never lake me |ju8t, whenever I argued patiently and mildly, and 
for a liar. greatly more calm and civil than our silken ser- 

PfihrlM rough. Of that indeed there is no danger, geants. Men are never very uiyust until they si^e 
1 would have added the chief reason on which and enter and grope their way along the p(»rplex- 
you might appear as a visionary to many, or ities and subterfuges of law. Pcelingiit first no 
rather indeed to most people. reluctance to run into it, they experience at last 

Penn. Prythcc add it: since, should it be no compunction to* run through it. 
wanting, I see not how thou mayest so soon cor- In England the statutes are often in opposition 
reel me. to religion, and religion to God’s ano^ted, as you 

Ptierhorougk You fancy we can live without call the thing. Why camiot both together rest 
w'itr. upon one foundation 1 Is Christ imahle or nn- 

Priin. That is, I fancy we can live without woi-tliyto lead us ? reject him then totally. But 
slaughter. It sounds absurdly, no doubt. A if his example and precepts are such as of them- 
Htraiige fancy, a hot, ^vi Id, wrong-headed aspira- selves can make us virtuous and happy, should we 
tion, ill me anl my lirethrcii ! No w'oudcr thou not follow them without any deviation ; and with- 
laugbcfit at so novel, so irjpgular, so awkward out stopping at any half-way house, to assemble a 
a stretch and strain of my ‘humble and squat j riotous and roaring party, to elect a toast-master, 
imagination. 1 to booze and confound our intellects, to quarrel 

Prtcrhorouijk IDoyou believe that others would and fight, to slaver and slumVer, and, after such 
let you remain quiet, and admire, with uplifted lujartiness and manliness, to toss about and 
and united palms, your industry and your inuo- tumble, and find ourselves at last u^nfit for the 
eouce ? or rather that to flourish is not to iinitc prosecution of our journey. Our master doth not, 
the visit and quicken the appetite of spoliation? permit us to compromise and quarter with an- 
l)o you expect tliat the bad man will forbear other: he doth ‘hot permit us to spend an hour 
btjcause the good man ^"ill ] with him and then to leave him. Either our 

Penn. I believe that 'the desire of possession is actions must be regulated by him wholly, both 
universal, or nearly ; that it may produce good, individually and socially, noth politically and 
and rliat it may produce evil. Property is the morally, or he turns us out. We must resign the 
bond ;u'd seal of civilisation. The sight of it, vanities and vices, th^ prostrations and adora- 
howevor, will arouse in those who have it not, tions, of the hWthen world altogether, or avoid 
and in some also who have it, the lust of violating his presence ! We must cr*d no others by his 
it. Ib'isous and chains and halters* are coarse name, until those others shall possess the same 
reproofs at best. If wo would be rather less authority and power. He did not place himself, 
dignified, and rather more humane, we should bo great as he was, on the tribunltial chair with 
safe^’^and ijsef idler. Can not go among those Caesar, nor On the judgment-seat with Felix : he 
AvUom we suspect of rapacity or cruelty, and governed, but it was in spirit; he commanded, 
B]>eak tenderly with ’em, and remonstrate reason- but it was of God. Christianity could never have 
ably? Can we not lead them to our gamers, our been brought into contempt or disrepute, unless 
groAviTig corn, our furrows, and say to them, she had been overlaid with false ornafoents and 
•• These very things which you so much covet conducted by false guides. Her expounders and 
ui e your own upon the same conditions as they higlp priests, in all monarchies, are prompt and 
were oars or our fathers. They were laboured propense to be keepers of the regalia, and studious 
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hov they shall be, externally and intrineiically, as 
unlike as possible to the disciples and apostles. 

Peterbomt^, I am aJWd, my friend William, 
you will generally find men of genius indifierent 
to the externals of religion. 

Penn* What are its externals? Ganst thou 
point out to me the place where vitality and fe%l- 
ing commence, in this purest and most delicate of 
existences? esOerncilfihovL canst mean nothing 
but cidministration. Men of genius then, 1 am to 
suppose, are utterly indifierent to the admi^lhstrar 
tion of religion and law, if the law or the religion 
in themselves be good. ♦ 

Peterborough. I did not say law, 

Penn. I insist that religion is law : not the few 
of popes and parliaments, but the law of God. I 
do not contend that it is graven on the heart of 
man : nevertheless I must ever think that the 
heart oY man is the better and the richer for re* 

„ ceiving it. Lwill not assert to thee that corn was 
scattered Ji>y rrciiddcnce on each side of us: yet 
how pleasantly these green waves/lo rustle in the 
air, whispering '^0 us of divine bounty, and dis- 
playing to us how much better is a state of .peace 
and industry, i.han of ferocity and of idleness. 
Ami what is genius? so elevated in its disdain, so 
glorious, in iia indifference ! This is a question, 
one would ^uonceife, to be solved more easily. I 
will not take it however, where thou wouldst 
rather let it*lie, from among uur dialecticians ; * 
although there can be no great genius where 
there is not profound and continued reasoning. 

T will not lead thee to Hooker or Taylor, or that j 
loftier mail now living, Isaac Barrow, but among 
those rather who delighted more in the excur- 
sions of fancy and imagination ; which the above- 
mentioned had not to seek, but entertained with 
equal fondness and better mastery at home. Was 
Clmueer then indifferent ? was Spenser ? was Mil- 
ton? Did they not all oppose abuses and corrup- 
tions? did they not all turn the acuteness of their 
wit on these externals ? By the help of God, my 
own industry shall be employed in brushing off 
the tender-belt* ed grubs from the beautiful plant 
w^jich I hope to leave behind me, flourishing in 
this wilderness. We friends are reported to believe 
too little : yet we believe that God can hear our 
voices five feet eight inches from the pavement, 
as easily as with the calves of our legs tucked up 
against our breech, and leaving us but four feet 
above-ground. 

Peterborough. This is only childigji trick : who 
would object to it, or care about it ? 

Penn. It is among tl0l)se postures and pranks 
which enable the bustling and authoritative of 
the place to pick our pockets, imd master us, and 
hold us down, and scourge us, at their greater 
convenience. The plainest and simplest things 
are the wholesomest ; mostly of all in religion. 
Peace and equity are its only ends : if no systpm 
in Europe hath yet produced them, it is time to 
try another : fbr without them, we are not Chris- 1 
tians, and but corporeally men. 

Peterborough, ^me latitude, some dignitf. 


shoulcf be allowed religion, in highly civflised 
nations. , t » 

Penn, What would be thy feeling, if a simple 
beauty were introduced at court in silks and 
flounces and rubies, and spoke the first sentence 
in her own plain homely dialect, the second in 
the conventional language of the palace ? Surely 
the maiden would lose thereby much of her love- 
liness in thy sight, even though thy passions had 
been eng%ed : how much more then must Chris- 
tianity lose in ths like condition, when the pas- 
sions are very far indeed from any engagement in 
her behalf I • ^ 

Peterborough. I can not answ^f that safilafacto- 
rily : and can you answer me any more so, when I 
ask whether you do not wander from your own 
principles, and from the command of Jesus Christ, 
in refusing to pay taxes and tithes ? Your master 
says, *'Givo qnto Caesar the things that are 
Cfie.sar’8, and unto God the things that are God’s.” 

Penn. He doth ; and we obey him. 

Peterborough. How I by refusing the surrender 
of tithes and taxes, you obey the gospel, or the 
higher powers ! 

Penn. Certainly; the higher powers are God 
and his eternal justice. After giving up to God 
all that belongeth to him, prythec, friend Mor- 
daunt, what remaineth to Cffisar? Verily that 
broken switch in thy hand, or that foam about 
thy horse’s bridle, would overpay him his right 
demands. He who delivered the ordinance, en- 
abled those to whom he delivered it, to under- 
stand its import. 

Peterborough, it is pity that everything in the 
New Testament is not plain and explicit. 

Penn. No pity at all : it is explicit and plain 
enough for whoever is earnesfto eme^d his life by 
it. The little that is difficult to comprehend, 
serves to occupy attention and stimulate enquiry. 
Thou mightest say, it would be better still, if 
everything it conveyoth 'S erfr impressed upon the 
heart, without any book whatever. Not so : the 
human heart and intellect want exorcise ano 
excitement ; and the eye is the fip:t organ of me- 
ditation, although in tho end mediiation is 
abstracted from the visual sense, and every other. 
Many are no less mistaken in an opposite judg- 
ment on the New Testament, and miaglue there 
is more philosophy in abstruser volumes. Such 
volumes being merely didactic, should be clearer, 
more systematic, more explanatory. If the 
authors could have rendered them so, they l^ould, 
have done it ; just as the maker of glass would 
have made it whiter. Nothiiig is easier to men 
of genius, noftiing more certainly a proof and 
part of it, than to compose what raises men’s 
wonder and adiniiafion : r^othing more difficuyjb 
than to show them distinctly the simplfest and 
most obvious truth. They can no better see or 
comprehend: it than they can see or comprehend 
the air, until thou hast quickened their sight by 
purifying their affections. During this opera, tion 
they will call thee pedant or enthusiast, a^d 
[throw perhaps some heavy book at thy head^ 
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bidding tVee to read it again and again, and to 
be moisster and wiser. Little aa I aUall ever be 
contented with my modesty or my wisdom, 1 hope 
to improve and to increase them dcjlly, by a piiient 
and kindly intercourse with my fellow men, and 
a humble unquestioning obe^enoe to our hea- 
venly father. Peace and quiet are, in this happy 
climate, the unfailing fruits of conces^n and 
forbearance ; fruits which I hope may be trans- 
planted and husbanded, with all the attention and 
solicitude they ought to be, in ctuntries where at 
present they Have been but heard of, and with 
indistinyf/ueBB and with incredulity. 

ThoH th)8elf*art inclined, my friend, to doubt 
and dispute the verities of Kevelation. I ‘shall 
not argue with thee on the tenets of any parti- 
cular sect, nor speak in my own person, nor ac- 
cording to my own belief, but generally and 
loosely, and as an indifferent man»jnight reason, 
when a sell erne was laid before him for the im- 
provement and emolument of his kind. Some- 
thing of fear, thou wilt acknowledge, is requisite, 
for tbe coercion of the ungenerous and unjust : 
something of hope, something of promise, some- 
thing of security, for the beneficent and righteous, 
for the afflicted and oppressed. Thou tbinkest thou 
art doing no wrong in removing tbe foundations 
of hope : to think it, is a folly ; to do it, is a 
robbery. 

Peterborowjh. In what way a robbery 1 Come, 
tell me ; for you stopped to expect my question. 

Penn, Hope is the best of possessions. 

Peterborou</h. Of possessions truly ! 

Penn. Ay, that it is. Th<5 provident rear it 
early in their bosoms ; and the improvident, when 
everything else is souandered, cling at it to the 
last. ^ 

If we fiiul a few stubborn texts of Holy Scrips 
ture that would exclude ivany good men from 
their rewards, we may reasonably think them the 
dreams of hot cnibusiasts, exhausted by their 
aspirations and distempered by their zeal. Wo 
should more wisely turn to the words of the 
teacher than to the glosses of the interpreter, 
and press toward him through the clouds that 
surround him, in which alone is darkness and dis- 
may : for his countenance is irradiated, his speech 
is simple, in his voice is confidence, and in his 
mien is peace. Why wouldst thou push men 
away from him, even if thou wert persuaded that 
he has nothing for them ? They are better by 
trying to merit it, and happier by continuing to 
expect it. Neither of us can say to a certainty 
that it is unattainable : on the contrary, the 
means, we are assured, are not difiSKult, and the 
mediator is not repulsive. There may be folly in 
jx^Bt religions, and if thou i wilt, in all ; but tbe 
greatestW folly is to hinder men from happiness, 
to render them turbulent, disorderly, lawless, 
desperate. 

Peterborough. Certainly it is wiser, when you 
have broken their bones, to tell them.that they 
may pick them un again and case them better 
hesWter. 


Penn, Oppression and iiyastice are not wanted 
to make the promises of a man^s own heart ac- 
ceptable to Mm, and to expand his breast wiUi 
joy and gladness, at the responses given to them 
(as he believes they are) from above. These he 
may have without purchasing, ar;d without going 
to^ek them at another’s door. 

If commerce itself is generally bad and iniqui- 
tous when it falls into the hands of a company, 
what js religion ] At first a craft, and afterward 
a cheal. 

Woe ! woe ! to those who make it one : woe I 
woe ! to those who edoer into it . . 

Peterborough. Without a patron in the chan- 
cellor, or a friend in the huntsman of the 
squire. 

Penn. Thy light spirits will one day carry thee 
into the wilderness, and there leave thqe sore 
smitten and without strength. TJnworthiness ! 
thou laughest at men’s wrongs. ^ 

Peterborough. Because men ar3 made now es 
they were made . formerly, and yet bear them. 
Such being the fact, I think I haveftsteem enough 
for them in ranging them with my other ihstru- 
ments, lead and iron. 

Penn. Great God 1 the proud themselves decry 
and detest the oppressor, while only the powerless 
pity the oppressed. ** 

Peterborough. Nations are to be commiserated 
for few other evKs than what the elements cast 
among them ; such as famine and pesttience. A 
quiver of arrows, well directed by half a dozen 
boys, would remove in a single hour the heaviest 
that philosophers and patriots have tugged against 
for ages. Injuries grow up quickly and rankly 
under impunity. I do not deliver such an opinion 
because I have acted on it ; for I may say to you 
in confidence, that I often have forgiven injustice 
done against mo, not indeed to bring a Christian 
spirit on the parade, but for tbe satisfaction I feel 
in the consciousness of superiority, and in the 
intensity of contempt. It Was wrong to gratify 
my humour at the expense of society, as I have 
frequently ; and tbe only counterUlance is, to 
serve society at my own peril and lose : and 
as you must acknowledge, hath been my conduct 
in regard to King J ames. It is just and necessary 
to shake a salutary fear into the breasts of inso- 
lent stupid despots, when they shake an unsalu- 
tary one into thousands, who, without such nui- 
sances, would be brave and free. Whoever lets a 
prince escapq^him afrer suffering an act of arbi- 
trary power, neglects his duty to himself and 
others ; and neglects it frbm the worst motive, 
indifference to public security and private honour. 
Never let me bear that it is no easy matter to 
accomplish. I have only one reply ; and aq ob- 
vious one ijA it : that it may be no easy matter to 
catch or poison a rat at the time of its depreda^ 
tioq : but let traps .and arsenic be always in its 
way ; ^ and finally, you are certain of success. « 
Here indeed you may more justly censure me as 
cruel: lor these poor creatures do us little harm 
comparatively, and consume what is as much 
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IlieiDi SB outii, and wliat they ate guided by iu' 
iHnet to partake with us. But animals without 
hearts axe not ditected by Kature or Providence 
to consume the hearts of others, and the most 
geberoufi with the most voracity. These now and 
Uien recoil, swell against and ovet^^wor then^. 

Pmn* Hold ! hold ! less animation and heat, I 
do beseedh theei Vengeance ie mine, saith the 
Loid. 

PeUrharough, We can not do better thaniimitate 
him on it, when we find him ready io help us. 

Penn, By long and pgtient endurance thou 
mayst make uni^hteous princes ashamed. 

Peterborough You may make a dog ashamed 
by looking him fixedly in the face ! You can 
only make a prince afraid by it : and If you do, 
and nothing more, he hangs you. We never 
play the &rce before the tragedy. 

Penn, I am slow and reluctant to admit what 
I am afraid must be admitted; that certain 
^lague^ like o&rtain weeds, ought to be cut down 
rapidly three «r four times in the season : this 
aloUe kills them. Happy the land where such 
cutting down can be avoided ! 

Peterborough And where it can not be, your 
fite^ds will supply neither hatchet nor rope. 
The bbttig^ youa institutions are, and the purer 
your religion and morality, the less likelihood is 
there that«yoar numbers wjjl increase. Want 
indeed may compell a few to emigrate fi‘om Eng- 
land: but what gain you by such colonists as 
those! • 

Penn: A pledge ; a security. Whoever emi- 
grates from want, presents a token that he would 
rather work than steal, rather help his neighbour 
than beg. In England a family may often be a 
curse; in America it will always be a blessing. 
In England a child brings with it poverty iif 
most instances ; in America wealth. 

Peterborough In England they arc swamps 
and bushes, in Ai^erica ploughs and oxen ; ay, 
Penn! 

Penn, Without them, and in greater propor- 
tion than thb luxuries of England can afford, our 
)>loughR would rot, our oxen run wild. Wherever 
I see a child before me in America, 1 fancy I see 
a fresh opening in the wilderness, and in this 
opening a servant of God appoint^ to comfort , 
and guide me, ready to sit by mo when my eyes 
grow dim, and able to sustain me when my feet 
are weary. Look forward, a A behold the chil- 
dren of that child. Pew glneratictis are requisite 
to throw upon theiii;^ hinges the heavily-barred 
portals of &e vast continent behind us. Thy 
horse appeared to scent by instinct the high-road 
across it; and thy hearty Mordaunt, panted with 
pieaeienoe to pass the burier, whit^, the tyrant 
and his fool would tell thee, Hature hath inter- 
posed. Who knows but, a century or two hence, ! 
we may look down together on those whJ are 
jqum<^ng, in this newly-traced road, toward the 
(dties and marts of Oalifomia, and who are de- 
layed upon it by meeting the Spaniards driven in 
troops ftem Mexico. 


Peterborough Yon began with a dream, you are 
ending Vfth a visiSn. 

Eveiy^ing good hath been ever called 
so : my answer is, past events shadow out future 
ones. 

Peterborough We move in the midst of these 
shadogs, but discern not their forms and ten- 
dencies. 

Peni^ Perfectly we do not discern them : never 
theless, from the invariable practice of hereditary 
potentates to abuse and arrogatc^ower, and from 
the spirit of agricultural states in their adolescence, 
and from the vantage-ground vfihereon ^^at spirit 
stands when it settles but to sdtar away, he who is 
not an idiot must be a prophet. 

First the brutes possessed the earth : afterward 
they and men contended for it, and held it equally : 
by degrees men acquired the ascendancy : lastly, 
as the monsters were thinned and scattered, men 
contrived to raise up artificial ones, covering them 
with furs and hair, and admiring their trivnilent 
looks and flaring colours. These creatures, like 
the pig-enactor in the fable, did bravelier than 
those they represented, and allowed no better than' 
a precarious and merely animal existence to theii 
fanciful dressers and complacent fosterers. It was 
not the tree of folly that 

Brought death into the world and oil our woe ; 

it was the tree of wisdom. As this apologue is 
liable to many interpretations, it may admit mine 
among the rest 

Peterborough Let me hear it : a fable is aome- 
times a refreshment. « 

Penn. Mine is, that neither the ignorance nor 
the passions of mankind ure immediately and of 
themselves the causes of their carruption and 
wretchedness, but the uses and ends to which 
they have been converted by the warier. 

Peterborough I think 80 too ; and, although our 
creods are not quite homogeneous, one thing pecu- 
liarij' pleases me in your religious doctrines. 

Penn. I rejoice to hear it : say which. 

PeUrhorough. You pay nothing for flicin. 

Penn, To suppose that we want iiirclings to 
teach us our duties, is to suppose that our fathers 
and mothers have given bad exanq>lcK and ap- 
pointed bad executors. ^ faking a different view 
of the subject, holiness, you may tell me, hath 
little weight with most people : I know it : but 
every man who wishes to leave his children either 
rich or respectable, will provide that they firfet 
acquire from him what shall preserve their riches 
and promote their respectability ; that is, frugal 
habits and civil demeanour. Quarrels for tithes, 
and appointed prrar^ imperfectly serve the pur- 
pose. They supeilede those endeavours wHich 
would be made for ereiy man’s own interest, in 
every man’s own house ; not perhaps by psalms 
and sermons, but by exhortations and examples. 

Peterborough There is something grand and 
imposing in our hierarchy. 

Penn, Troth is there ! and more than enough 
of both: yet there was nothing grand or imposing 
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in Christ and Hs successors, urha gained iucre pro- 
selytes than your hierarchal folks los^. 

Grandeur is what the eye maJCesiit For my 
part, I see nothing grand in frocks and ilounoes : 
t see nothing grand in a fellow who wears one 
shirt next his skin and another over his coat 
I find in your church • 

liuxuriam Npoliorum «t censutn in damnafareii^Qm, 

as the pagan poet hath it ; and wh brethren are 
convinced that if not only is no help or assistance 
to true pie^y, but that it torpefies and impedes it 
I speak <fi its*effee\»on the whole ; not on one in- 
dividual, one family, or one parish. MoreoverVe 
think, and can prove by figures, that its revenues 
are more than sufficient to maintain an army ; 
(since armies you will maintain) of such strength 
as should repell the most obstinate, aggression. 
This is not always to l)e expected : suppose then 
that warfare shall exist among us, even when we i 
grow wiser, one year in three ; the other two | 
years* income might be applied to the education 
of the poor : shortly, it would leave none in that ; 
predicament. We demonstrate in our society the ' 
practicability of the thing, without any such 
abundant means at our disposal, and sufiering^ 
under the aggravation of war-taxes, as may happen, 
and church-taxes, as must befidl us irremissibly. | 

Pi terhorougk In this you have done admirably, 
divinely. ' 

Keligions are calculated for climates. Popery 
is lax enough for the warmest Its modification 
in the Church of England, stiff but elastic, serves 
best for the variable atmosphere it was composed 
in. Yours is the most judicious where there is a 
trade in beavys : the^ thornier and rigider Cal- 
vinism takes root and flourishes under the Alps 
and Ben-Lomond. I coul<k dandle the pretty 
baby of Catholicism, with its whistle and bells 
and coral and flounces about it ; but in regard to 
the capricious and ferocious Tiger-God, that looks 
^at it with such growls, I think it prudent to stand 
on this side of the grating. 

Pmn. Governors, who are the gainers, will 
allow any creed, provided the people pay them 
regularly, and ask no questions. Calvinism is 
tlie product of cold and gloomy countries ; and 
such countries being likewise poor, nobody is at 
the trouble to extirpate it out of them, if the 
natives will but abstain from leagues and cove- 
niyits. rLel it however sprout up for a season in 
any rich soil and sunny exposure, and thou shalt 
find dragoons turned into the field against it, 
with such hoes and harrows as the lile husband- 
men use most expertly. Languedoc has witnessed 
this. The catholic priest hims^^f is less intolerant 
than one might ima^ne : and it is not the repro- 
bate creed that troubleth his slumbers ; it is the 
uew-fitngled bolt wrapt up in it, nuide on purpose 
for the apartment of thy daughter. An accursed 
creed ! H turaeth him out of more dormitories 
than were containod In the palace of Prism, and 
strippeth from him the anpervisorehlp of more 
kiichen-etcfes than smoked for Elagabalus. With 


one foot upon thy bed and the oilier ttpon dQr 
,beUy, he foncied thee fiilrly hia: and now hi 
' thinks the devil must be in thee if thou hist 
turned thy back ogmnst him He cnifses th^ 
kicks thee, and leaves thee to that owi$ 
disposal. 

PeteHforfmgk I am not sordid nor avarimOlu; 
yet, in my opinion, the worst of the matter is the 
money wo are obliged to contribute, although we 
have no appetite for the ordinary. Those* who 
receive the b&t education, and who want no new 
instruction, pay the Suost : those who, bring 
seced^rs; decline the doctrine and follow another, 
pay for both, and perhaps thrice as much for that 
which they reject as for that which they cherish. 
This in another age or two will be ino^ible, at 
least in England and in America. ^ 

There are two reasons however why I never 
could become a member of your sooiqty : first, I 
never should be quiet or good enough : seiftondly,*^ 
supposing me to have acquired all the tranquillity 
and virtue requisite, my propensitljr* toward the* 
theatre and its fair actresses would seduce me. 

Pann. Thy language is light and moonsequent 
Thou oouldst not indeed be quiet and good 
enough for any rational and sedate Boei|ty, ana 
oughtest not even to discourse witlf any confidence 
on virtue, unless thou hadst first subdued such an 
idle fantasy as thaO of mockery, and* such vile 
affections as those for paint and fiddles, and wind- 
instruments and female ones. ^ 

Peterborough. They who are to live in the world, 
must see what the world is composed of ; its better 
I and ite worse. 

j Penn, No doubt ; he who is to live in a street, 

! must see the cleaner parts of the pavement and 
! t^e dirtier ; but must he put his foot into them 
1 equally i or, according to thy system, step over 
! the plain flagstone to splash into the filth! 

Peterborough, Philosophers tell us our passiona 
and follies should be displayed to us together with 
their evil consequences, that we may regulate and 
control them. ^ 

Penn. In my opinion, who am no philosopher, 
we should grow as little fiuniliar even with thrir ^ 
faces as may be.* We ought to have nothing to 
do with such as are exhibited on the tragic stage ; 
if they really exist, they are placed by Providence 
out of our range ; they can not hurt us unless we 
run after them on purpose. Then do we want 
strange characters of dimensions, such as 
can come xmdSc our doorway and affect us at 
home 1 We meet them eve^where ; nay, we can 
not help it. 

PeUrboTtyagk Elevated sentiment is found In 
tragedy ; elegant reproof in comedy. 

Penn, Comedy is the aliment of ^diah xnaliod; 
tragedy of malice full-grown. Comedy has made 
many fools, and tragedy many criminals. Show 
me oife man who hath been the wiser or tiie better 
for either, and I will show ^ou twenty who have 
been made rogues and coxcomb^ by aping the 
onl/ models of fikshion they can find admittanee 
to, and as many more who have grown iadifihmiiil 



WILLIAM PUKK AKD 10^> PSTXBBOBOTJOH. U1 


iand bavd-hdirted^ and whatever ^ ia lepre- 
henaible in higher life. 

Who, beiiiEg thooghtlesB, ignorant, eelf-saffieient, 
wontd not iM !no<^y, vindictive, unforgiving, if 
great monarchy set the example before himl and 
who fears those chastisements at the end, vdiich 
it would be a thousand times more difficult for 
him to run into than to avoid! There is only 
one thing in either hind of scenic representation 
which is sure enough never to hit him; tHb moral. 

If however thou visitest the theatre for reflec- j 
tion, thou art the first that ever went there for it, j 
although not the first that fonnd it there. 
Ejection, firom whatever quarry extracted. Is the 
foundation of solid pleasures, which foundation, 
we think, can not be laid too early in the season. 

Peterborough, Solid pleasures, like other solid 
things, grow heavy and tiresome : I would rather 
have three^r four lighter, of half the value, readily 
.^en }p, an^as read% laid down again. 

Pern, The time win come, young man, when 
' thou wilt resign better, and wilt detest that wit, 
the rivet of sad consistency. Thou hast spoken, 
as thou fiuuilest, a smart and lively thing ; and, 
because thou hast spoken it, thou wilt tie thy 
tfody^d^oul to it. 

Possibly the time may come, but 
it lies beyond my calculation, when the frame of 
my mind Inay be better adafoted to those cubic 
joys you were proposing for me : but I have ob- 
served that^all who in theif youthful days aro the 
well-strapt even-paced porters of them, have been 
the first broken down by calamity or infirmity. 

Penn. The greater sign of infirmity, the greater 
of calamity, is there apparent, where the inter- 
texture of pleasures and duties seems intractable. 

Peterborough, If the theatre were as hostile an^ 
rancorous against the church, as the church in 
some countries is against the theatre, we should 
call it veiy immoral, not because it had less justice 
on its side, but because it had more virulence. 
Splendour and processions and declamation and 
rodomontade are high delights to the multitude. 
Accompanied by lofty and generous sentiments, 
* they do good; accompanied by merriment and 
amusement, they do more good still: for lofty 
and generouB' sentiments are so ill fitted to the 
heads and hearts of most men, that they fall ufiT 
in getting through the crowd in the lobby ; but 
the amusement and men|}T ut go to bed with 
man and wife, and sometl^ihj.; of them is left for 
the children the next xnorninf at breakfiist. 

1 have no greater oViection to parade and stateli- 
ness in that theatre where the actors have been 
educated at the university, than in that where one 
can more eaaily be admitted behind the scenes : 
what I want is, a little good-nature and good- 
manners, and that God should be thought as 
tolerant as my lord chamberlain. 

The worst objection I myself could evA find 
against the theatre is, that I lose in it my original 
idea of such men as Osesar and Coriolanus, and, 
where the loss afifects me more deeply, of Jliliet 
And Desdemona. Alexander was a fool to wish 


for a s^BOud wurl4 to conquer : but no man la a 
fool who wishes to the ^oymeut of two ; the 
reOI and idealf nor is it anything short of a mis- 
fortune, 1 had almost said a calamity, to eon- 
found them. This is done by the stage : it is 
likewise done by engravings in booksi, which have 
a great efifeot in weakenii^ the imagin ation, and 
are serviceable only to those who have none, and 
who reid negligently and idly. I should be sorry 
if the most iistgeuious print in the world were to 
cover the first impression left on#my mind of such 
characters as Don Quixote and Rancho : yet pro- 
bably a very indifferent one x^lght^dd il ; for wc 
can not master our foncies, nor give them at will a 
greater or loss tenacity, a greater or less prompti- 
tude in coming and recurring. 

You frieuds are no less adverse to representa* 
tions by paiqting than by acting. 

Penn, We do not educate our youth to such 
professions and practices. Thou, I conceive, art 
unconcerned and disinterested in this matter. 

Peterborough, Nearly, but not quite. I am igno- 
rant of the art, and prefer that branch of it which to 
many seems the lowest ; I mean portraiture. I can 
find flowers in my garden, landscapes in my rides, 
the works of saints in the bible, of great statesmen 
and great captains in the historians, and of those 
who with equal advantages had been the same, in 
the Newgate Calendar. The best representation 
of them can only give me a high opinion of the 
painter's abilities, fixed on a point of time. Bui 
when I look on a family-picture by Vandyk; when 
I contemplate the elegant and happy father in 
the midst of his blooming progeny, and tlw"‘ 
partner of his fortunes and his joys beside him; 

I am affected very differe&tly, and much more. 
He who there stands meditating for them some 
delightful scheme of^pleasure or aggrandisement, 
has bowed his head to calamity, perhaps even to 
the block. Those rosen gathered from the par- 
terre behind, those taper fingers regligently 
holding them, that hair, the softness of which 
seems unable to support the riot ot its ri ugietsf^ 
are moved away from earth, amid the tears and 
aching hearts of the very boys and girls who again 
are looking at me with such unconcern. 

Faithfollest recorder of domestic bliss, per- 
petuator of youth and ber r ; vanquisher of time, 
leading in triumph the Hours and Seasons, the 
painter here bestows on me the richest treasures 
of his enchanting art. . 

Penn. Vanity! vanity! vanity! as thou h&st 
proved. The fine arts, as you call them, have 
always been the attractive clothing of a venal re- 
ligion. Ours is none such, and needs no such lures. 
Gome away : letlus leave the vain, and look 
once again at th * grasping. Religion^ ouglft no 
more to be forced on us for payment, than soap 
and candles. 

The first property was a portion set apart for 
the Gods ; that is for the conjurors *or priesta 
Shortly, those who decided on subjects of litiga 
tion, took presents for their good offices, and by 
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dMBOB Of pwfmionB, whkh b»ye absorbed in ibe 
eourse of agos» more by numy times thfia^e fee- 
simple of Whole cultiTst^ earth. They^ 
eontraiy to Christianity and snbversWe of it. 

JPeterioivujfh, I know enough of both to sm this. 
Here indeed you stand beyond controversyi 

PenH, l^endj whenever thou hearest it said, 
as thou often must do, that there is some excellent 
sense in this man or the other, thou mayes^lways 
find it in strict correspondence with the precon- 
ceived opinions of the sage observV : and where 
the author or Speaker is wrong, he is wrong 
exactly wlv 9 re he fould set his reader or hearer 
right, anfi oaif not. « If we are weak in proportion 
to our feilures, the best intellects, as ye would call 
them, are the feeblest of all : for the most rational 
advice has the fewest followers, the plainest rea- 
soning the most obstinate opposers. We have no 
right to be angiy or vexed at any* such disap- 
pointment. When a wise man can not make an 
unwise one better, shall he therefore let the unwise 
one make him worse 1 Shall the weak, while he 
holdeth pertinaciously to his ignorance, snatch 
away temper and discretion from the strong 1 

Peterbormgk Argumentative enough : but the 
business is, to remove those insects, which, deriv- 
ing their sustenence from the juices of the state, 
take its colour and seem its substance. 

Penn, Our society, although it be extinguished, 
and although its extinction be as early even as 
thou prognosticatest, will at least leave behind it 
the remembrance that it marched foremost of the 
vanguard, and opposed those inveterate unrelent- 
.ing pestilences, in the spirit of justice and in the 
gentleness of consistency. That communities, in 
their most depraved an^ rotten state, stand more 
upright withoul fhem, is plain and evident ; in 
regard to one, from the practice of your judges, 
who, whenever a case of property is most difficult 
and delicate, recommend it to the arbitration of 
friends ; in regard to the other, from the manifes- 
tation of more quietude, regularity, and happiness, 
(n those who have seceded from the toilet, the 
feast, and the theatre, of a city-bred court-aping 
religion, into their own family party, their private 
sheltered walks and noiseless untrampled grass- 
plots. 1 do not calculate here on worldly loss 
and profit. I do not demonstrate to thee, as I 
might do in figures, that after government hath 
foirly done its worst, a fifth of every man’s re- 
maining goods and chattels are piled up and swept 
away ; add we are at last so pressed and elbowed, 
so jostled and trodden on, between the bar and 
the pulpit, while w'e clap our hands tg our seals 
our pockets arc slit to the very bottom, with little 
care or concern for the skin und/ir ; and, if we cry 
out, there is always a hand InJ^readiness to stop 
our mouthsjf and to stifie and strangulate such as 
would resist. Where the lawyers flourish, there 
is a certain sign that the laws do not : for this 
flourishing can only arise from the perplexity or 
the violation of them. If an English lawy^er is in 
danger of starving in a market-town or village, he 
invites another, and both thrive. Hence, though 
( 


litigation ia their buriness, they usual]/ 
courteous one to another, wh^ver and for what- 
ever purposes they meet : on the saane principle 
of abstinence as is displayed by vultures, which, 
however hungry and strangers, do not attack the 
stronger the sullenly concentrated, 

awaft in calm providence the weltering breeze, 
laden with glad tidings of pestilence or of battle. 
What ia more wonderful and inexplicable to a 
man w^p thinks on it, than that, after xnaiii/ 
hundred yeaps of the same government, and this 
government called a ^od one, a wise one, an 
example to others, some new statute should be 
deemed requisite every week! When children 
break their toys and cry for fresh ones, we attend 
to them only because they are childiren : when 
men break those bonds which hold them together, 
and, as often as the gravest of them assemble, 
want some of another colour and quality, we give 
them honourable names for it, inst^^bf scouig-^ 
ing and sending them supperless to oed. T fear,* 
my friend, that laws are contrived^ gather to in- 
crease the fortunes of the few than to secure those 
of the many. The makers and menders of them 
do a great deal of work in a little time, and 
have hardly put into their pockets the mo^^e/ 
for it, when our victuals drop oi:^. of un- 
soldered chink into the fire, and the same tinkers 
must hammer, and^the same payers must pay, 
again.* 

Peterborough, Englich law, like the torpedo, 
kills only those who have no metal to pat between 
it and them. It does not appear that Qod will 
ever let the world rest, without one or more of 
his carses on it. When the rattlensnakes imd 
alligators are exterminated in this country, bar- 
risters and attorneys may shoot up. 

^Penn, Our Maker’s plagues upon wealth and 
avarice ! . . but the reli^on we profess will never 
allow such a dreadful scourge to infest our people. 

Peterborough. Our English ^hernia, venerable 
for her paunch, and glorious in the rich array of 
native carbuncles, makes her scales of gold, her 
weights of rubies. * 

Penn, Truly doth she, and rubies concreted 
from the heart-Wood of the people in her cranks 
and crevices. If, after what goes among the 
lawyers, the English are to pay a tenth to the 
clergy, and a tenth to the civil power in taxes, 
they, on the score of property, derive no advan- 
tages whatever from the social state, For, sup- 
posing the wholr island^ be as much over-run 
by robbers as any part of th^globe ever was, you 
can not yet suppose that these robbers could take 
to themselves a fifth of all property, immovable 
and movable. Districts the most infested by them 
would suffer in a much less degree than this : and 
common sense and common interest would unite 
the population, however rude and scattered, how- 

I 

* General Bathurst, examined before a committee of 
the Commona on the county rates, stated that poor persons 
wore reooromended by their solicitors to plead guilty, to 
avoidethe fees : the fee for an acquittal in the Wcatem 
Giroult being one pound six shflUngs and eightpenoe. ^ 
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efw timorous ond abject, agamei such despoilerB. acquainted with his abilitlra and hit Yirtutt, are 
The most expoted to their outrages would be ex- wl^o|ii»the po^er of placing th^ where they 
posed to less ruinous demands ; and these demands shall he servioeable to the community. He withers 
themselves would soon cease: whereas there is no wHh his fruih upon his branches : ^ the syoo- 
appearance that those heavier ones under which phant, sunnhd in idleness and vacuity, points at 
our mother country labours, will have any other him as a Itmut natum. 

terzdination than such as our peaceful habits Peterborough. If the world Were not compos^ 
and humane religion teach ua to deprecate and of opposites, and if the actions of men were not in 
avoid. eternal contravention to their reasonings, I should 

Tithes, according to the practice of the Anglo- have Imagined that the peacefhl makers of your 
Saxon and British church, never were*intended people, and your abstinence from misting; not 
for the priest alone ; but, b^de th% maintenance only against authority, but even against wrong, 
of the clergymen, for thf repairs of the church, would have rendered you intore ilhvoarable to 
for the relief of the poor, and for the entertainment monarchy than to republicai^m. , * 
of the pilgrim and stranger. Thus we cin not *PenH. Although we resist not against wrong; 
suppose that more than a third of them went to wc may like right better, 
the parson ; particularly as the distribution was Peterborough. Quiet is the principle of your 
left to the bishop and assistants. The tithes institution, the rule of your lives and thoughts : 
of a whole diocese were collected, and as the duties now nothi^ is further from it than the spirit of 
in each p^sh were the same, so the stipends of democracy \ as we may clearly see in the demo- 
» the n^isiertib were equal. Men in those days ded cratical portion of our constitution at home. Go, 
from the sword to the church ; in these we flee at the time of an election, to some borough un- 
from the cliAch to the wilderness ; a longer flight biassed by aristooratical influence and ministerial 
indeed, but a safer refuge. Value the life of every seduction : you will not find the wisest or most 
man, in poaBCSsion of goods, at ten years’ purchase ; upright of its burgesses in the chair ; but either 
pays two years’ income to be allowed the other a stranger from a distance or an intri^er in the 
eigb^ : and on what security 1 How does he know town : and not only the rabble are his partisans : 
that th(yposR<9ttriaf may not encroach as deeply on the better sort, as they are called, lean toward 
the rest 1 Can any wise man endure this state of^ him, rather tlum toward one whose shadow chills 
things, ^th the power of a soiding it 1 any brave them, whose genius is a sting and whose grandeur 
man with the power of overturning it 1 of soul a reproof to them. Newton, Milton, and 

Peterborgugh. Faith ! nb. But we always are Shakspeare, would never have been proposed or 
either-staggering drunk with war, or fast asleep thought of, in any borough where they might 
with peace. happen to be bom, supposing them likewise to 

Penn. Here in Pcnusylvania, those who guide us have received the requisites of fortune. Had they 
are chosen by us for our guides those who pro- oflered themsGlves, they would have been told, 
lect us are chosen by ns for our protectors. We " We do not want men bf books or genius, but 
do not ask favours from them ; we do not solicit men of business : ” as if men of genius are not 
that a portion of onr own be thrown back to u^ men of business in^he higher sense of the word ; 
like the entrails of a beast to the dogs that have of business in which the state and society ore 
been chasing it; we do not stipulate that one of implicated for ages. 

our sons may have, openly or secretly, a part of Common minds revolve these reasonings about 
what his brothers and cousins, and many houses them. Let them be contented with the prospect 
round, h%ve contributed. Our agents can not of their future glory ; let us be, with the certainly 
^ form themselves into gangs against us ; can not of never being heard of hereafter : which saves us 
board our vessels, bum our plantations of tobacco, a great deal of concern, and allows us a perfect 
enter our houses, break open our cellars, cast out freedom of action. 

the materials of our beverage, whip us into their Penn. Thou reasonest well -nd from observa- 
worship, or fine and imprison us for neglecting to tion. Thy arguments arc the surest proof I could 
attend it. adduce, that a sounder morality and a purer reli- 

Peterb<^ough. You layraiiier too much stress gion are necessary, to guide the inconsiderateness 
upon what you call liberty of conscience, and are of those whom thon callest (I wish the ^yord were 
inconsistent in hating £ng Jacobs for having too gentier) therahbie, and to mollify the maliguify of 
much enlarged it. dn fact all people in all conn- (here too the expression is susceptible of improve- 
tries may worship what obrjects they please, if th^ ment) ih0hetter tort. 

will only be contented to keep within doors. But Institutions can not make men perfect. Fraud, 
even the quietest love display and dominion in iqjuiy, violence^ may be discountenanced and 
worship. Political freedom is more matcrisL diminished, if thou removest those ^loselutho- 
Pem. Be it as thou aayest. According to the rity began upon them, rests upon them, and must 
clearest, simplest, best definition, the office and go upon them. Keep thy fellow-creatures tern* 
nature of J ustice is to give everyone bis dul, Kow, perate, keep them sane, strong, tractable, by early 
* under kingfy government, a man not only hath not and late discipline : speak mildly to the obedient ; 
his due, but hath not the meansor even the chance more mildly to the refractoiy ; and on one side 
of obtaining it. Those who are most intiiflateiy of thee thou wilt soon find friendship in the 
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tKmdB ot pMee, and ▼iolenoe on the other lielf- 
duanned. « i * 

Peterbmm(/k, We ahonld imagine, if we did 
not much refleet on ^e subject, that equalit/ia 
a very natural sentiment ; yet theih is none to 
which nearly the universality of mankind is oon* 
eiantlytio averse. Bring Wore you the whole 
train of your acqumntanoe, of all ages, tempers, 
and conditions, and you will acknowled^ at once 
the justice of my remark. I have observedf jnong 
the peers whom I was accustomed to meet at my 
fhther’s and uncle’s, that they invariably bear 
toward one anothbr a constrained familiarity or a 
frigid cotifte^ : to their huntsmen and 

their prickers, to their chaplains and their cooks, 
or indeed another man’s, they display unequivocal 
signs of ingenuous cordiality. Baronets are 
prouder than anything we see on this side of the 
Dardanelles, excepting the proctors^ of universi- 
ties, and the vergers of cathedrals; and their 
pride is kept in eternal a^tation, both from what 
is above them and from what is below. Gentle- 
men of any standing are apt to investigate their 
claims a little too minutely ; aud nobility has 
neither b^nch nor jointrstool for them in the 
vestibule. During the whole course of your life, 
have you ever seen one, among this our King 
James’s breed, that either did not curl himself 
up aud lie snug and warm in the lowest com- 
pany, or slaver and whimper in fretful quest of 
the highest 1 

Pann. Without any disposition to answer what 
never engaged a moment of my attention, let me 
suggest to thee, that whether thy remark be well 
" o/ ill founded, the desire of equality is not the 
less nurtured by i^asou or the less approved by 
Christianity. Mankifxd is certainly quite as 
averse to patience, to forbearance, to returning 
good on receiving evil : still J[. never heard of the 
preaeher who discountenanced the recommenda- 
tion of them. 

Peterhoroiujh. I mean only to show you that, 
founded upon abstract principles, your society 
Van not last long. 

Penn, Not among the meal and tallow that 
breed the grubs thou hast thrown out before me : 
I know it : but friend Mordaunt, there are sieves 
and ventilators in the world, and there will always 
be people who know alike how to make and where 
to exercise them. 

Peterborough, Men can only be kept in concord 
by their^yanity ; which, weak as you may call it, 
as Ithe strongest and moat sensitive nerve in the 
human heart. If you will not let them be unjust, 
nay, if you will not be unjust toward»the greater 
part of them, this greater part itself will scorn 
you. Nothing would raise J^uch violent ami 
miclf gen 0 ]ral ^acontent, as giving to every man 
his due. 

Penn, Sneh alas is the world 1 May we not 
Improve it I 

Peterborough, May you not turn wolves into 
liwns, thistles into wheat, granite into peas and 
dfover 1 Try this frrai 


Penn, By the help of God 1 will undertake the 
other experiment. If 1 am to raise discontent, be 
it on this foundation I if men are to soom me, be 
it for this ofience i 

Peterborough, The object of your institution is 
to establish universal peace on universal equality. 

I do Aot assert that equality, inasmuch as rdlates 
to rights, is impracticable ; which many have done 
too rashly: but 1 doubt its extent; I doubt its 
durability. Beside, since violence is the thing 
most hafofol to you, 1 must remind you again and 
again that r^blics are usually more turbulent 
than monarchies. v 

Penn. The mother who gives her own milk to 
her iiKant, hath often more trouble to make him 
quiet, than a boon-companion hath, twenty years 
afterward, to make him drunk, and may seem 
severer to the dissolute. Monarchy lets the wood 
run wild, lots swamps extend through it, and*Iep- 
tiles infest it : this is her easiness, this is^her provi- 
dence, this is the blessing she imparts. If in 
republic thou traewt the mark of the waggon- 
wheel and of the hatchet, do not siMdeuly set it 
down among the certainties, that they were 
brought in for devastation : look roynd a little : 
see whether the plants are not the larger and the 
loftier and the healthier for letting ip air aud 
light ; whether the grass can not gs'jw uur^r theui 
for pasture, whether the alleys are not useful for 
the exportation andtimportation of wh&t is profi- 
table, and whether they do not enable the pro- 
prietor to watch that no thieves break in and 
steal.” 

Teach people to rule themselves, and they will 
neither bear violence nor inflict it. 

Something of consistency, one would desire, 
should appertain to those discreet and regular 
ipen who uphold the government of hereditary 
kings, unanswerable for their misdemeanours, 
both as the most lawful and the most convenient. 
If the gardener had pruned thy fruit-trees 
improperly, wouldst not thou ^monish him or 
dismiss him ? 

Peterborough. Certainly. 

Penn. Thou thinkest it equitable and expedient. 

Peterborough. Beyond a doubt. * 

Penn. If he sdlzed thee by the throat for it, and 
protested he would hang thee, calling it atrocious, 
and insisting that only the devil could have insti- 
gated thee. 

Peterborough. I would trip up the knave's heels^ 
and cudgel him soundly. 

Penn. There We thosi peradventnre who would 
incline to say that he deseijired no better at thy 
hands. Howbeit, suppose he should struggle and 
larevaU against thee, and asseverate that not only 
he hims^ would continue to manage thy fruit- 
trees as beliked bim, but that furthermore his son 
and grandson should do likewise, whether they had 
acquired a knowledge of horticulture or not ; for 
that, U his father h^ been tby &ther*s gardener, 
it was undeniable that he ought to be thine, and 
his elder son thy elder son's; waiving which 
argmnent, haply he would throw up a worm in 
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thy lace, and inform thee triumphantly, .that if 
auteoedeutly no fitnesB or reason had existed^ yet 
both reason and fitness sprang ap full-grown when 
he overthrew and smote thee. 

Peterborough Famous illustration. 

Penn, Sneer not at what prelacy holds the most 
pertinaciously of her doctrines, and what, if thou 
wilt not swallow it from the pulpily thou 'must 
gulp from the drum-head. Ffay, Mordaunt^ with 
all thy piide> impetuosity, and disdain, thon^ even 
thou art the liveiyman of this £^de^ : yea, 
thou who wert indignant to be desienat'^d as his 
master. Inconsistent creature 1 

Peterborough It is soSiething to have an infiu- 
mice on the fortunes of mank^d : it is ^eatly 
more to have an influence on their intellects. 
Such is the difference between men of office and 
men of genius, between computed and uncom- 
puied rank. 

Penn. Thou art not among those who place 
Fortune tCbove Nature, and the weakest work of 

* the weakest^mortals above the greatest work of 
Deity m hig omnipotence. It is generous in thee 
to acknowledge what it would be expected from 
thee to deny, if thou wert not higher than a garter 
could lift thee. 

• ^ Peterborough. I should be as mean as a man of 
fasfiioii If I ^sallowed it, and aa silly oh a presi- 
dent ot the council if I attempted to dissemble it. 
Only the first personage in the kingdom should 
be unenlightened and void,* as only the first page 
in a book should be a blapk one. It is when it is 
torn out that we come at once to the letters. 

Your complimentary terms shall not preclude 
me from an attack on you, now we are away from 
your garden and gardener. You also in manners 
and. regimen have your inconsistencies. 

Penn. Let us correct them ; we can do it, and 
are ready : what are they 1 » 

Peterborough I am not captious by nature, nor 
over-nice. 

Pehn. Thou beginnest well. 

PeterhQrou(jh.*Vi&aX\y I am almost ashamed to 
take exceptions at mere words. 

Pern.* Better and better. 

Peterborough. I will not spare you then. On my 
conscience, I do not see why yopr people, in reality 
so sincere, should use expressions in which there 
is no sincerity. Friend, on all occasions, is an 
abuse. A friend is a creature now extinct: we 
read of its petrified bones in distant regions, and 
those who would reprec^ nt its figure in their 
persons, resemble it orjy in it^petrifaction. 

/ enn. We call every man onr friend because we 
wish to be every^man’s. Thou hast not found 
friendship in certain places, because thou wert 
looking for something else. Take virtue with 
thee, and thou wilt either find it or not want it. 
Here thou art as unfair with us as thou wert on 
excommunication, of which 1 will now expUdn to 
thee our employment. 

We admonish our younger brethren to omit no 
opportunity of pouring their ill actions and HI 
thoughts into quieter and more capacious mindi^ 


wherein the swells of their sorrows and the Bregu- 
laz&es of their other afiections may subside and 
sweeten. *This prsptioe remains with them through 
life. I see no shniUtade in it to that of the papist, 
wden all the confidence a youx^ man pl^es in 
his fiither, and a young woman in her mother, is 
considered by the priest as not among the duties 
of life, unless both of them come before him, and 
subnlit the tenderer and purer mind to his hard- 
ened and intrusive touch. He tells them such 
confethion, and such only, is necessaxy to their 
happiness in*« future state. God, he says, accepts 
it not as a merit, but as an atonement : those who 
have been i]:\jured may be passed aside : he himself 
acts for these, without Boqllig {hefi?* without 
cdmmunicating with them, without making them 
reparation, without rendering them account, 

Peterborough. There are creatures brought from 
other countries, as these priests were, and exhi- 
bited in fair, s and markets and festivals (and wher- 
ever men and money are idly tossed about), as these 
priests are, which superintend each other’s polls 
with much care and cunning, as these priests do, 
and pick out from them, and put between their 
grinders, tlie xninule generations of incommodious 
things springing up innumerably from pruriency 
and scurf. What thinkest bhou'l Tldnkcst thou 
that these animals, the bigger or the smaller, do 
the same for cleanliness 1 N o ; they do it for eatmg, 
as these priests do. 

Penn. Inconveniences there may bo in our 
manners, but not to us : inconsistencies there 
may be in our government, but not ours are those. 
In this country, where we are left to ourselves, 
we reconcile them gradually or remove them 
peaceably. ^ 

Peterborough. If they were serious, and in your 
native country, you wilUld find your religious 
scruples an impediment to ever^such exertion. 

Penn. Thy difference to modes of worship and 
to articles of faith is founded on the principle, 1 
suppose, that a virtuous man will be virtuous in 
any of them. 

Peterborough. U nquestionably. 

Penn. What maketh him virtuous ? p 

Peterborough. His inclination : the current and 
quality of his blood. 

J*cHn. Hast thou reflected so little as not to 
know that inclinations arc giv'^n ny discipline and 
habit; and that the quiliiy and current of the 
blood are as much to be modified by indulgence or 
coercion, as they are by pepper or hemlock. 

I would never try to arouse thy soul from the only 
state of languor it is subject to, did not this 'indif- 
ference to externals, as thou callest them, cover 
in almodt every breast (and might hereafter in 
thine) an equal indifference to what lies dpeper. 
But, the thing ^eing so, rise from thy apathy, from 
thy lethargic trance, if true courage, or«even if 
folse, be within thee 1 Away to Pie^omont; away 
to the people of the Talley 1 Doth the swoid 
charm thee I doth blood tMl theel or hath it 
lost its voice with thee when it crieth unto Cbd 'i 
Thousands had been cast into infected prisons ; 
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yea.^ leventeeu thooBands. Winter etepped in ment wai oannoiuMled and bombarded, and tbiKi 
between the pestilence and them ; and those whom wis on ereiyside a pertinacious and most despeiato 
the ice had not fimtened to the^ floor webe kt laat aasaiili This too Med : but as the ill-oonstruoted 
in number three thousand ; when it appeared parapet was laid in ruins, they escaped down the 
their prince to be a costly matter, and an ofibnoe precipices by night, amid the sentinels of the belea' 
to the Virgin, to feed any longer these heretics, guerer, and posted themselreB at some distance. 
Scourged from their dungeons, bayoneted from in the Pri du Tour, a small plain surrounded by 
their country, they traverse Qoneva ; they reach the Wildest mountains, where their ancestors like 
Berne. Kot houses nor lands nor brotherly iov^ themselveB bad displayed such oourage, as never 
nor compassion, so sweet a stranger to thm, so was exhibited in any region of the earth, by any 
long unlocked for, cQnld detain tiiem there, nor other poigion of the human race, 
the only alluring one of interdicted pleasures (for Peterborough Are you not ashamod of bring so 
such it had ever been to them) the blessed com- eloquent 1 , 

munion of Ohrislbian faith. Their grain was Penn, I know nothing of oratory : 1 cany no 
growing ykiilow on ite stalk, when they assembled piece cf tape to measure periods ; but reflection 
by night in the wood of Nyon. The boldest of shows me that the greater part of the most elo- 
human enterprises was undertaken on thesixteenth quent books that ever were written, might witli 
of the eighth month, in the year of our redemp- 1 more advantage be cast into the ovens of Paris 
tion sixteen hundred and eighty-nine. ! and London, than placed in the hands of the 

I designate the year particularly, although two young and inconsiderate. Philosophy, whatever 
have not since elapsed, because the existence of it may do hereafter, has done little godd at pre- 
these persecuted men appears to be one of those sent : and History has reserved all her applkusus 
glorious actions which both contemporary and for the destroyers of mankind. Poind j)ut tome 
future annalists may overlook. For History is now one single schoolmaster or professor, in any age, 
become as fond as Poetiy ever was of the violent who has not applauded the speech of Alexander to 
and powerful I, and much more contemptuous of Parmenio : that if he were Parmenlo he would 
low condition. She loves better great nations sheathe the sword. Was the man so besotted ' 
than great actions, great battles than great ex- not to see clearly that Parmenio spoke *the 
amples, and is ready to emblazon no name under interests of humanity and in the opinion of all 
which she descries no shoulder-knot. Of these nations, and that he himself spoke not ev€n in his 
holy men, pursued like wolves, but never dropping own interests, and directly against the well-being 
in their flight the ark of true religion, fewer than of the world. « 

nine hundred climb the hostile mountains of! Peterb<yrough, What an unfortunate *man was 
Savoy. Prudence and Justice guide them in their j Ludlow, not to have been present at the battles of 
path : they pay their cruel enemies fbr everything these brave fellows ! He loft their vicinity just 
neovlfiil, out of a pittance insufficient for perhaps before, and came into England, hoping to end hk 
another day. Between ^uzc and Brianson, at the days among us. I met him in Westminster-abbey 
bridge of Salabt^rtrans, they are opposed by two the morning of that memorable sitting when Sir 
thousand five hundred regular troops, and by a Edward Seymour, who enjoyed the general’s estate 
numerous armed peasantry. ISie bridge is barri- at Maiden Bradley, moved the house of commons 
caded : a battle of two hours renders them masters for an address to the king, praying that he should 
of this position. Weary with their conflict, be arrested. Whiggism previ^lod: and the 
hungered (for now those among them who had soundest and sincerest friend of liberty went again 
nmney can procure no subsistence with it, the into exile for the constancy of his attachment, 
peasantry being in the field against them), they 1 was struck by the manly, calm, una&suming, 
still pursue their march, and attain the summit military air, of a robust and fresh-coloured man, 
of the highest mountain on the road. about seventy years of age, who stood before me 

Why have they fallen on the earth ? and where with his eyes fixed downward on one spot. Being 
fore are they praising God 1 Because they see neither very shy, nor more disposed to balk my 
again the land that nurtured them in the strength curiosity than my other propeuBities, I bowed to 
of holiness, the rafters (for some are unconsumed) | him respectfully, and expressed my persuasion 
of the churches wherein their parents were united, I that whoever was interred there, merited the 
and l^be elder-tree in full flower upon their graves, sympathies of the nation. * 

Orchards and gardens had disappeared: flocks Young gentleman,” an8werq|} he mildly, ''you 
there were none, nor any beast whatever. The do not know, apparently, whose bones have lain 
villages were to be conquered from the mvader: herel” 

in anbther day not a trace rennuned of them, "Certainly not, sir,” I replied; "but probably 
excepting two black Hues, where iue fire had run many men’s in many ages : for, whatever may be 
along. Rednced at last to four hundred comba- the respect which, in this place above others, 
tants, they threw up strong entrenohmenta, and is paid to the deceased, it will not ensure to 
resisted until winter the repeated assaults of their th^ bones an undisturbed and permanent 
increasing enemies. Early in the spring an anny station.” 

of twenty-two thousand men attacked them, and " If it could,” replied he, " surely those of tho 
was repulsed. Eight days afterward the entrench- most p^dent, humane, intelligent oommandeK, 
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thftt ever led Engliehmen to victory, would not 
have been disinterred.” 

''The felonious Stuarts and th^ insatiable 
jackals,” cried 1, prowled after rotten carcasses, 
and had more stomach to lap congealed blood 
than to light for fresher. And there are ayoo- 
phants yet among us who would excite our com- 
miseration for their chastisement. The same 
fellows, next week, will be just as loyal and reli* 
gious in extolling the powers that be.” 

He seemed neither to notice my expfessions 
nor to partake in my emotion, bul^ laying his 
hand gently on my shoi^der, said, gravely and 
tenderly, " Even generous enthusiasm leaves men 
sometimes ungenerous. Wo have removecib the 
evil ; let us pardon and forget it. Let us imitate, 
as far as we can, him whom we ought rather to 
ihink on than on the Stuarts. We are treading the 
ground that covered Blake ; the man of men.” 

Roused to higher enthusiasm by his calmness 
than I couhf have been by his eloquence, if he had 
dliy, 1 seized lum by the hand, and swore by God 
the eulogy wag merited and true. 

Penn. Ana God will forgive thee ; for though 
thou didst (as many wise men will tell thee) take 
his name in fain, never was it taken in adjuration 
lens Jin vain than then. Some admirak have main- 
tainedFtlWi^^glor^f England ; some have increased 
it : he found it lower than that of Holland, of 
Spain, or even of France, and raised it by his 
genius and valour far above them all. The hope 
is more reasonable that we may never want such 
men again than that we shall ever see them. 

Peterborough. Hold ! friend William I With 
your leave, I will entertain both hopes alike ; little 
as is the probability that, if any admiral shall 
equal him in the union of nautical skill and moral 
bravery, the same person will be equally grave, 
disinterested, dispassionate, humble, and tender* 
hearted. 1 agree with you that no fighting man 
was ever at once so great and so good a man as 
Blake : and since il^istory does not inform us that 
there has been, Reason does not encourage us to 
believe that there will be at any time hereafter : 
but Hope nfby whisper when these are silent. In 
%11 ages, party and self are the prime movers of 
human action, and never were they more busy 
than in the whole of his lifetime. Firm as he was 
in the principles of republicanism, he belonged te 
no party, and was as ^ removed from selfishness 
as fixjm faction. He declined t,hc honours of the j 
state, he avoided the acclaim c* popularity, he won 
battles against calculation, iie tookibreasures above 
it, he lived frugally, died poor. 

Ludlow was moved by the earnestness of my 
language and demeanour, and said gracefully, 
''Sir ! I perceive you are a militaiy man ; so was 
I, while I had any existence as an Englishman.” 

" How ! sir !” exclaimed 1. 

" They under these stones,” continued he, "in- 
herit their place of rest: I come to seek it* and 
if rumours are to be trusted, I may fail to find it. 
Agam 1 behold my beloveid country in the en- 
>yment of peace and freedom. Much of ^y 


propgrty, most of my days, all of my thoughts^ 
jdestgDB, and labours, have been devoted to the 
consnmhiation of Ibis one event. How gladly 
hax 9 1 bestoweii^them ! how gladly shall I bestow 
the remaindes. To see the country I have served 
by my life and writings is an ample recompense 
for any servioe I could render her, and almost 
oomfoi|B me under the privation of friends, asso- 
ciates, and comrades, swept away by the storm 
that spUt our island and convulsed all Europe.” 

An old beadjp at this moment twitched me by 
the skirt of my coat, and drew mp aside. " Have 
a care,” said he, in a tremulous, voice ; " that is 
old Ludlow. The tories would pink him. and the 
whigs poison him.” * * 

" Faith ! honest friend,” said I, " you describe 
the two parties better than anyone in the land.” 
Then, turning to the general, 1 told him he had a 
right to reprove my forwardness ; and in order 
that he might know on what person the reproof 
should fall, I gave him my name. He said many 
kind things, and added some compliments. I 
regretted that he was not received in the country 
with public honours, as having been commander 
in chief, and against a family then excluded by a 
majority of the nation, and now expelltd by tlie 
whole. My indignation burst out against that 
wrangler and robber, Seymour, who a few days 
afterward drove him from the country, lest his 
virtues should be acknowledged, his sufferings 
pitied, his losses compensated, and his estates 
restored. 

Penn. We may discourse on better people and 
better things. 

Peterborough. We will then ^ 

Away to the valleye, the mountaine, and moors. 

■ 

Pardon my bad singing. Even your^are flinched 
at it. 

Our accounts of th^Yaldeuses in England have 
never been explicit and particular. 

PeA,i. Latterly the government has always been 
unfriendly to the growth of freedom in foreign 
countries, and to the purity of religion at home 
wherefore, as we yield to the impulse it gives, 
their success or annihilation would concern fewer 
now than formerly. In the time of Cromwell this 
oppressed people was coiiimiserat^d and protected. 

Peterborough. I remembi^^ bome verses written 
on their calamities by his Latin secretary, Mr. 
Milton, a strenuous advocate of their cause. 

Penn. And of every cause in which the glory of 
Qod and the dignity of man are implicatML He 
spake with the euthuaiam of a prophet, he reasoned 
with the precision of a philosopher, and he lived 
with the purity of a saini. 

Peterborough. I love all great men, and hate all 
counterfeits of thim, particularly such as»are 
struck and milled at a blow in the rd^al mint. 
Cromwell does not displease me, though 1 should 
have fought agmnst him, unless my uncle, who 
commanded the artillery nnder Essex, had led me 
preferably to that ride. 

Penn. Thou wouldst have judged ill in fighting 
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AHpiinftt him, for his side wa<H the righteous of .e, the 
side of the sufterer aud the ^pressed • and thou 
judgest no less ill in saying A doth not ^displease 
thee. He is thought to have be^n a hypocn^ for 
the ftaAe of power ; whereoK in fact he was «baoere, 
imtil power by degrees made him a hypocrite. 
How little then of it should be trusted to any man, 
when tno wisest, and the bravest, and th^calmest 
are thus perverted by it ! However, in no instance 
did he exercise his authority to the det|[imont of 
his country, w^hich Indeed he elc^rated as high in 
glory as the hejreditary Charles immersed it in dis- 
grace. So grea^and so desirable a prince as Crom- 
well nevir sinccithc creation had been appointed 
by tUe*ljor<f of it,* to preserve the liberties apd to 
moderate the passions of a turbulent, a factious, 
and a sinful people. 

PtUrhitrouijh. When so many high-minded men 
were against him, and those nearest him the most, 
I wonder how he could contrive ti< mount above 
them as he did. 

Pmn. Whoever is possessed of such a genius, 
or anything like it, and is resolved on deception, 
may rise to the first distinction ; but neither 
deception without genius, nor genius without 
deceptioi, will elevate him to that wide prospect 
of dominion, at which the tempter in his breast 
says, “ This, 0 my worshipjier, shall be thine.” 

P^erhoromjh. In general there is as much dif- 
ference between a usurper and a hereditary King, 
as there is between a wild boar and a tame one : 
but Cromwell had nothing in him ferocious ; nor 
had Charles anything sordid, if we except the 
abandonment of his friends when they were dis- 
^tressed, and of his promises when they were 
inconvenient. I disapprove of the clownishness 
in some and of the ^vity in others, with which 
they treated#' he criminal on his trial ; nor do I 
le.ss disapprove of the slavish baseness, the corrupt 
sycophancy, with which in Ms prosperity the king 
was served by his equals : for above an English 
gentleman there neither ought to be, nor is there, 
in character and dignity, anything upon earth. 
The king is the work of our hands, we are not 
the work of his ; we existed before him, and shall 
exist after him ; he may do much with us, with- 
out us nothing. 

Penn. Tn Ibis thou art wise ; and on this secure 
part, of iby wisdom let t.hy bravery act and rest, 

Peterborfmgh. T know not upon wliat principle 
the diancellor Clarendon called Cromwell a IM 
bad man, unless it were to persuade us that he 
hftd rca^ a play of Shakspeare’s ; in which we find 
the same words, rather more happily applied. 
People are bad and good relatively ^nd compara- 
tively. Oliver would have been but a sorry saint, 
and no very tractable disciple^or apostle ; nor do 
I imagine that you would havc^bdmitted him with- 
out a serfitiny into the society of friends : but he 
WES a good fiither, a good husband, a good com- 
panion, a good soldier, and (taking up now the 
point on which we are to consider him) he was cer- 
tainly the best usurper, if you can call him one at 
•l]» and perhaps the best prinee^ that ever liTod. | 


Mind, I speak of the functions of a prince, not of 
the accessaries, not of what belongs to the man or 
the philosopher. You will undmtand my reason 
for expressing a doubt of the Protector being a 
usurper. If he was one, so is the gentleman I 
helped to introduce from Holland, who is likewise 
a peat man, and perhaps the next in dignity 
among our rvders. It is childish to talk of ille- 
gality because the amy was the instrument. The 
army must always be the instrument in funda- 
menti^ changes ; and is never so well employed ; 
not even ij> repelling an aggression. For we are 
liable to more misch^f in our houses than out ; 
liable to equal violence and greater depreda- 
tion, and that depredation in costlier things; 
and the injury is the worse as coming fiom 
those about us, and trusted by us implicitly in 
our concerns. 

Among such a people as the Valdenses, there is 
no danger of such a man as Cromwell obtaining 
an ascendancy. They warmed you^; ^hich is more 
than he ever did ; I will answer for him. * * 

Penn. The commands and the •;^ctico of our 
teacher do not permit me to applaud the bloodshed- 
der, although in resistance. Cruelty, if we consider 
it as a crime, is the greatest of all ; out I think we 
should more Justly consider it, in men of educqj.itn, 
as a madness ; for it quite destroji^ our'ijpinfathies, 
and, doing so, must supersede and master our 
intellect. It removes from us those that can help 
us, and brings against us those that can injure us : 
whence it opposes thr great principle of our nature, 
self-love, and endangers not only our well-being but 
our being. Reason is then the most perfect, when 
it enables ns the most to benefit society : reason 
is then the most deranged, when there is that over 
it which disables a man from benefiting his fellow 
men : and cruelty is that. We hold it unlawful 
|Ho kill a fellow creature for any offence what- 
ever. 

Pet4>rhorough. But if the laws enact it, then surely 
it is lawful. ^ 

Penn. There is a law, above the passions, above 
the mutabilities of man, from which whatever is 
lawful must emanate. Herein the commands of 
God are clear and definite. * 

PeUrhorougln Some of them ; others not ; or 
rather they run quite contrary. You feel greater 
horror at murder than any people do, and yet you 
would punish it less severely. 

Penn. 1 4eem that offence the worst which tends 
furthest to deteriorate our social condition. Were 
it lawful to pt;nish axyone with death, it would 
be the conqueror, holding ^ subjection the people 
that has not injured him, and that consents not 
te his domination. If a tnveller, who has been 
robbed and bound by a thief, can unbind himself 
and recover his property, ye deem him justified in 
so doing, although he can do it by no other way 
than by slaying the thief. 

Pedtlrbor&ugh. Oertainly ; and pcaiia hia apirit. 

Pe»a. If a prince exaeteth from hia people any 
part of their anbatano^ without asking their con- 
aeq{^ or foroea tham to labour or flgfrk y* wonld 
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deenn that vhat is done by force may be reusted | 
by fofroe. | 

p 0 Ufi>or<»itgli. Princes vbo levy taxes and troops 
despotically, may justly be lulled by those who 
under them, whether bom in t^t condition 
or not : but every kind of government has made 
conquests, and has retained them by treaty : tliysse 
thei^re are inviolable. 

Psntt. By whom were the treaties made ? 

Peterborm^h. By the governors. 

Psan. But if the minority of the people, con- 
voked and appealed to, did not conMnt, without 
force or fear, to pass unde:# the new ruler, he who 
holds them in bondage may, according to thy ! 
pzindples, and according to worldly justice, be | 
slain by any of the conquered. And until it is < 
agreed and enforced, that no nation in Europe j 
shall^take possession of another, or of any part, 
international law will be no better than quibble i 
and contratiiction. 

* Peter^ou^ He must be a legitimate fool, and . 
of the purest breed, who believes that the power- , 
ful will ever dBase to exercise their power for its 
propagation. 

Penn. Ye defend tire violence done by system, 
ti^d punish by the gallows the same violence done 
by poor yrgetches incapable of reflection ; done per- 
haps fronf wanif of food, perhaps from neglect of 
education, criminal not in the robber, but in the 
ministers bf the prince. If q)owor is ever right- 
eously to be exercised by one state toward another, 
it is in tai^ng away the iflcans of injustice and 
cruelty from the administrators, and in restoring 
to the people their rights. When they once have 
them, and find them acknowledged, they will fear 
to hazard the enjoyment of them, as they must do 
by assailing or injuring another state. For in- 
stance, if the French were free tlicy would have no 
false appetite : being slaves, they are restless for 
something to buoy them up from their degrada* 

< ion. They we yet to be taught that Honour i 
may dwell in houaes as well as under tents ; and j 
that, if they must boast for ever, they may boast j 
of better tj^ings than having served. | 

^ Peterborou^. Well said, my Quixote of orders | 
i The next proposal I expect from you, is j 
the settlement of diflerences id the moon ; the ! 
second, the abolition of the slave-trade ; and the | 
t hird, of the Inquisition. j 

Penn. As to the moon, thou hast more to look | 
for there than 1 have, and I should gladly see i 
ihee righted : but 0 that God would grant both | 
those abolitions! I do'^ndeed'^old it just and 
reasonable in any powerful people to insist on 
them. 

Peterborough. Insist ! when a nation insists on 
anything against another, it declares war. 

Penn, There is nothing in this life worth quar- 
relling for, and there is nothing to be gained by 
it in another : yet, apparently in the present state 
of things, we never can be long at peacl. Our 
quarrels are as frequent and as irrational as those | 
of children. Since however the great evil of{ 
bloodshed must yet for some time continue^ let us 


hopeithat, if the victory should be ours, the only 
ipunishmex^ we inflict on the governors be the 
civilisation of the ^vemed. Let us hope that 
I we may exact thp freedom of the Africans and of 
the Spaniards, •and may empty for ever the holds 
of the slave-ship and the dungeons of the Inquisi- 
tion. We have the same right to stipulate the 
one asjthe other, and a much grater than to 
demand the cession of a single village, or the 
transfenof a single man. 

Abolish the ^slave-trade ! Ah, who can ever 
hope it! Whoever shall efiect this, will have 
effected more than the twelve appstlos. Thet/ but 
threw a stone at a sparrow, and, did nc^ bring it 
to the ground ; he will have i>lbced liis fdbt upon 
a serpent, more venomous than ever was feigned 
by fear or poetry, and will have crushed it in all 
its folds from the setting sun to the rising. What 
in comparison have all the philosophers dune, or 
what have all^he religious 1 they have raised much 
dust, and have removed little. He indeed hath 
conquered his enemy who binds him by moral 
obligations; ho indeed is great and good who 
knows how to make other men so ; and he is in a 
worse condition than a slave who reduces a higher 
mind to slavery. Incessant horrors bgunt Id in, 
and eternal punishments (if there be any such) 
await him ! 

Princes of the earth ! will yc never hear a truth 
unless what is preached to you by your follows at 
the scaffold ] Have ye forgotten so soon ^'our last 
lesson 1 Alas ! must it be repeated to you '! 

PeteriMjrough. The old admiral would not per- 
haps have been so civil as to ask the question of 
them. He would have preached to them wlien he 
had cropped the hair from botli ears, and IrSd 
erected a sounding board tqhis liking at Wliitehall. 

Penn. Fools I it is they who ma^c such men as 
my father. He had his faults : but be feared God 
and loved his county. Let us honour him ! 1 

must ever do it. 

Peterborough. And I too. I admire and venerate 
many whom I should be glad to light against. 

Penn. Strange creature ! Are wc Uuii in^agea 
of clay, baked by children in the sun, to be l)rokcli 
for their entertainment *! 

PeUrbonmgh. The first of us are hardly worth a 
serious thought. 

Penn. And yet how much happiness might 
even those who are not the first of us, confer ! 

Peterborough. I should have said enjoy. 

Penn, 1 said it. 

In the spirit of religion, which is diumapity 
and nothing else, 1 may nevertheless domon- 
Btrate whj^ these children of the mountains fought 
courageously. They believed that they were 
protecting the household and the house itself of 
God: they belilved that their suffering^ were 
trials, and that this life was given them for endu- 
rance, in proportion to which should be their 
happiness in the next. Hope is the mother of 
Faith. 

Peterborough. Who has a twin daughter very 
like her, named Folly. 
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Penn, Tliy &ther may j^rhaps have said before 
ihee, wliat mine often did, th%t good paints have 
sometimes worse children than one might have 
wished. It would however bo inconsistent in^ee 
to deny energy and endurahce are useful. 
Kow nothing more certainly than Hope gives 
both endurance and energy to fighting men. If 
she oftTi likewise give them to the sufiening and 
imbecile, she must appear to thee still more admi- 
rable, as doing what is harder and betterr Belief 
in a future state of happiness, a recompense 
for unmerited and unavoidable evil, renders men 
patient and contented : and this effect neither their 
activit/i^rfbr |.heif ^ingenuity, neither their turbu- 
lence nor their eloquence, can bring about/ It 
would be strange if that should be a weakness, 
which all the wisdom in the world can not equal in 
its efficacy. 

Peterborough, T am glad to hear yj)u talk in this 
maimer upon energy, since it proves that you 
yourself are not, at heart, so indifferent to it as 
the generality of the sect. Their practices would 
destroy by degrees the vigour of'the human intel- 
lect ; and the most energetic of our actions would 
be when wc sneeze in the sunshine. 

Penn, ^ou, my friend, like the generality of 
mankind, seem to have formed to yourself no idea 
of energy but in acts of violence. Now there 
may be as much of it in saving a man from 
drowning as in drowning him. If indeed we are 
prone to evil, which you agree with us in believ- 
ing, and on which supposition most sects of 
jihilosophy, and all religions and all laws are 
founded, more energy is requisite in doing well 
tlian in doing ill. If the mind is subject to its 
tempests and t ornadoes, more strength and firm 
ness are shown amid fhem by immovability than 
by velocity. ^.Ve yield to wrong and falsehood; 
if indeed I may employ two terms upon one 
thing. 

Peterborough. How is that ? 

Penn, Wrong is but falsehood put in practice. 

Peterborough, Would it not be better to expose 
the theoretical falsehood and to repress the prac- 
tical 1 or do you look only to the private harm 
done to yourselves, careless how far the evil may 
run on through its impunity ! 

Pefin. Falsehood is for a season : truth is eternal. 

Peterborough, Will lain ! William! the eternity 
of truth is not yet begun : and the season of fidse- 
hood has existed from the creation of man. I 
do not J>oUeve that this will ever ceaae, or the 
otlter ever commence : if it should, ninetenths of 
the world will rise against it and overthrow it. 
Your wild men here will be the only nr en neutral, 
not caring an elk’s antler about the matter. Those 
who could disReminate truth, Cvith a large and 
copidhs ha^d, through all the nations of the world, 
abstain from doing it : for there is no great mind 
without a share of foresight, and no share of 
foresight that docs not glance down occasionally 
on the sharer. Hence those men calculate how 
much good the disseminating of truth will do to 
tbemselveB, and liow much good the garnering i 


and 'secreting of it. Yew of them oomo to 
other conclusion, than that it ia better to hold it 
back for the present. They put it off from tho 
work-day to the market^ : ih^ put it off from 
the market-day to the faii^4ay ; and there they 
walk among the booths and benches, until they 
fixi4 a commodity to exchange for it : a sword- 
knot^ a ribbon, a piece of purple or scarlet sUk, 
or something that roughens in the hand, like 
gold. You, adverse as you are to the profession 
of waif, or even to personal defence, are more 
enthusiastic about the Yaldenses, and (I would 
swear for you) would dght better for thefii, than 
almost any of onr noble generals, who would 
despise them because they fight without uniforms, 
and who would hate them because they fight for 
themselves. 

You have related these battles with more spirit 
and energy than become your stqicism, and you 
leave me only to regret the want of ^mes in the 
recital of heroism. This is the frinciptd defeat 
in modern histories, the worst of which are the 
English. They see only kings &kd minfetem; 
and when they should be busy in action, they 
sink to the knees in the heavy sands of disquisi- 
tion. The courage, the firmness, the philosopl^y, 
which would have elevated men to the |f.ttflion 
in a republic, are mentioned buf in tUcir effects. 
A victory is the king’s or the nation’s : the head 
that planned it, tke hand that guide^fi to it, are 
unseen, unknown. Self-devotion to any great 
cause is without a record ; and abstr^t principles 
I lie among cold reflections. The immortal authors 
I of antiquity chisseled out the more prominent 
characters, and traced the less: we have only 
white and black upon one smooth surface. 

Penn, Beware ! beware I Do not make me more 
qf a republican than I am. Certainly we find the 
names of fewer groat men in our English histories 
than in the ancient : yet if our nation had pro- 
duced fewer, our institutions must have been 
worse. The assertion and the defence of freedom 
are never made without danger. Some are now 
living, and many have died lately, wl),o hazarded 
their properties and lives for public law; and no^ 
few lost them for it. Instead of mentioning them 
with honour and reverence, we calumniate and 
revile them. This indeed will always be the case 
under the influence of party : but, taking a wider 
and fairer view of the subject, we find, as thou 
leadest me to remark, that English writers are 
less disposed to celebraj^ English worthies, than 
are the writers* of any other country those who 
improved its condition and Ir^boured for its glory. 
There are histories, and not deemed bad ones, 
wherein are omitted the names even of the great 
citizens by whom our freedom was founded. If 
the Greeks and Romans had done so, we should 
not have been supplied with that renovating 
spirit, which keeps edive in us the generous sen- 
timent these ruder but stronger men implanted. 

Why dost thou cut the air with thy wand, 
spurring at once and coercing thy animal 1 

Peterborough, I was recollecting with admira- 
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tlOA the Tftloor of your Yaldens^ Olorioas ! to 
mike such a resistance against a regular force. 

Penn, And is it for this only, or for this prin- 
cipally, that they are admirable 1 Soldiers could 
not bare acted so ; for even the best of them are 
yicious. The reiy names of vices were unknown 
for the most-part to these persecuted men;*m- 
somuch that in the whole of their annals for 
many centuries, we find no instance of juridical 
animadyeraiou on a single crime. . Thuanus in- 
forms us that there was not a lawsuit ^among 
them tpitil the sixteenth century; wh^dKa peasant, 
richer than most others, sAit his son tojatudy the 
law at Turin, who on his return brought an action 
against his neighbour, for letting some goats eat 
his cabbage. Pope Innocent the third was re- 
solved on exterminating them. The French 
historian Girard saith hereupon, that nothing in 
fiict drew dowir so heavily on them the hatred of 
His Holiusijis, as the freedom wherewith they 
ihprehesided tile vices of ecclesiastics. 

Xow wilt y^ou tell me that it is a matter of 
indifference \a religion, whether the professors 
of it persecute and murder us for the detection of 
iniquity, or ifearch into it and reprove it ? Wilt 
thop tell me that it is better to k^'^p a strong 
hand * 01 ^ otl^prs than over ourselves! or to 
examine the secrets of their hearts rather than 
our own ? « Lax morals may *appear for a time 
opportune and convenient tff thee : but wouldst 
thou wish thy son or thy dq^oghter, if thou hadst 
one, to experience the utility of them ! or wouldst 
thou choose a domestic, in town or countiy, as 
being the wiser or the honester for thinking like 
thyself! 

Peterborough, It would bring him to the gallows 
within the year: for such fellows can have no 
sense of honour to direct them. » 

Penn. Sense of honour, it appeareth to me, is 
that exquisite perception, whereby a man appr^ 
hendeth how he may do the most iiyury to others 
for the longest tinib ; how he may be most accept- 
able to society at the least expense or pains. My 
own sense of it, on the contrary, I would desire to 
«be such as may direct me how to do to others 
what shall both content and improve them, not 
concealing my own infirmities nor exposing theirs. 
Among you, a lofty spirit must be ever an inflam- 
mable one; and Courage hath not room for 
Patience at the side of her. Ye pardon every- 
thing done against your G\ 1 , and nothing done 
against yourselves: whicl^maketh me sometimes 
doubt, whether those who are called liberal may 
not be peradventure tlfeie most illiberal of mankind. 

In this conntiy wemust assist one another: and 
the necessity brings its blessing. Our religion 
and our polity spring alike from a virgin soil : in 
neither of them are we tethered to the stump of 
old superstitions. Haply thou art listening so 
patiently because thou heedest so little ! . 

Peterborough, No, indeed. Not only do 1 listen 
to you with patience and pleasure, but even dis- 
cuss with you such questions as I should nauseate 
with oihen ; because your iriigion does not teach | 


yon & sedc for ocOftrions of hatred on diveigencies 
of opinton Men, »no longer in wolf-skin, but in 
velvet or brocade, and sUt-sleeved and white- 
hanlled, still ooiltinue to sacrifice human victims; 
not indeed wifh the knife, beoanae the laws wrest 
it out of the fist, but with heart and soul ; and 
bnm the offender in the fires of their evil passions. 
I do bdlieve that many of the early Christians (for 
I know that some the living) would listen 
calmly^ the most inconsiderate doubts, and 
would rather sftfier pain from them than inflict it 
for them. But such a spirit ne'^r was universal 
or prevalent. And why ! because, as I have said 
before, and as priests of all sects 4iaye* agreed, 
Christianity has never yet taken root in any 
country under heaven. It resembles what we 
often see on our tables at the dessert, dwarf fruits 
in ornamental vases. 

Penu, Idleness is no sign of dignity with us : 
miniaterial prevarication no passport to princely 
trust. No man’s luxuries are here so mischievous 
as to wring the mouldy morsel from the famished 
peasant, and to drill his son against him if he 
should demand it back. The smoke of our 
chimneys may rise above our roofs unpaid for; 
and we may see the face of day and the works of 
God, without the demand of a shilling to the 
showman. 

Peterborough. Dear William, no nation pays for 
light and air, although hearths in many countries 
are still taxed. 

Penn. When human beings are so degraded by 
slavery as to pay another for the use of their own 
fire-places and fuel, they will in the next genera- 
tion be coerced to pay even for the common mc 
and light. 

Peterborough. Your natural calmness, my worthy 
friend, softly as you speak, hath strely left you. 
No nation upon earth over yet submitted to such 
branding ignominy, such heart-eatiug despotism. 
Abuses, however, and something of usurpation, 
will ultimately find entrance, or force it, even 
here. Decorations and distinction are natural 
objects of desire throughout the orld. Iteiigiott 
herself, so pretty and inSfbeent in her girlish 
days, becomes, as she grows up, 

A drab of Htate, a cloth o' eilv*r Jndo : 

and, in the midst of her finery, she tosses down 
her gin grenadierly ; cries " Come along with me 
and kicks you if you hang back, in going whither 
she would closet you. Who knows but ti^t friend 
Penn, some time hence, may be found cutting 5ut 
a pair of lawn-sleeves, from the most approved 
pattern at »the milliners in Lambeth ! while the 
wenches are debating round, what colour is best 
for his more Ban|bified order of the garter, and 
whether a loop and button on the 1)ej^ver might 
noty in all righteousness, be allowed to his house 
of peers. It is difficult to say what is the worst 
part of ns : the best part is the possession 'of 
good easy fortunes, and the facility of mending 
them, when they want out of any man’s shop 
we choose to enter. Bat the worst of Beligion is,. 
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in my opinion^ her wilihiness in hAving tragedies grannd, wriggling their bodies iiioaMni«i|]r : mi 
AiCted by her own ^^orrantBy When thei^ are bo for what ? why, to snok a stone, 
many fine pieces performed in ot|^er houses, ^th Pet 0 /i>oTouffh, Faith 1 there ere many of them 
nniversal applause. * who suck better thirgs than that ; and whose 

Penn, Friend Mordaunt, I do nOt require of suckers are of such strength and dimensionBy 
thee to speak gravely ; thy high spirits and witti- they can wrinkle your pockets and bags across 
ness become thee : and truly I lore to seg every the'* seas. I am no courtier, nor ever shall be. 
man as Nature formed him, bating his propensity Soldier I am, and shall be always, and equally in 
to selfishness and injustice, by which we are most readiness, whether in the field or out. This must 
of us influenced, unless we check them. ^ These depend^upon the cabinet, as such things are fitly 
are the causes why the decorations and distinc - 1 called. ^ 


tions thou mentiqnest are so generally the objects j 
of desire, »tbat t^ou deemest them naturally so, j 
and unfvcrsaily. ‘ Men see them belonging to j 
others who are without merit, and are angiy at | 
it ; yet would they themselves snatch them from 
people who have merit. But suppose that, instead 
of garters under the knee, like hoydens, and 
buttons big as snu-flowers on the 'left pap, ye 
substituted the hearty smile of every house ye 
entered, a pressure of the hand for every violence 
ye had calmed, and the thanks of your own hearts 
for every wrong ye had redressed, would the ex- 
change be much against you 1 These trappings 
and accoutrements, this holiday bravery of groom- 
boy harness, can influence our people no more 
than the feathers and ochre of onr brethren in 
the woods. Where there is cleanliness and decency 
there is usually content : the same well-regulated 
mind produces both. Ambitious men I have 
always found disorderly and sordid. 

Rising out of a condition so different from the 
barbarous oue, wherein Peodality set up her lions j 
and leopards and other wild creatures, real or j 
fSigned, which ye not unaptly call your supporters, 
we must undergo some*,ages of savage life in these 
forests, we mq^t be hunters and murderers and 
oppressors, long before we can raise ourselves to 
tlic same line with you. Ard what advantages, 

I will not ask thee, can others derive from it, hut 
what dost thou thyself “I Art thou not indignant 
and scornful that others are preferred to thee? 
This indignation and scorn could not arise, were 
j/our institutions good and fitting. Wherever 
institutions are not deplorably imperfect, a wise 
man will find employment for his wisdom. The 
best carpenter will have work given him, even in 
phurcs where little judgment is exercised. Shall 
ihen he who is most capable of acting or of rea- 
soning, he neglected or unemployed ? 

A house of peers in Pennsylvania ! I have no 
migtrcRs® ; ; nobody has cut another's throat for 


In games <>f politics and niines of cricket 

Some m'ui stand out while others keep the wtdMt, 

There is a rhyme for you. 

Penn. Truly I should have suspected it of being 
one. 

Peterborough. Suspect as acutely that t did 
not take my seat to serve or to sleep ob it. 
If T act and ibink for myself at present^ dependent 
as I am and in pupilage, there is lit^e danger that 
a place in the peerage will teach .me the &ade of 
a lackey. ‘ <' 

Penn. Thou thinkest so : and verily I think so 
too : but riches make some men vilq, as poverty 
makes others proud. In England, good mannears 
may grow perhaps only in high places; wherij 
I truly, in the finest seasons, I #jave chet with 
hut scanty crops : ^,ho gentry imitate yon ; the 
merchants them. ^{Iius far thou art right. But 
dost thou imagine that good manners may not 
spring up from under every form of govern- 
ment ? The Goths brought them id*co Europe ; 
the Moors perfected them : yet should we not 
have had them without the Goths or Moors) 
or would we desire the Goths or Moors again 
with us, because we happened to derive from 
them a modification of good manners) Hast 
thou ever witnessed a single uncivil act or un- 
becoming speech, within the fortnight thou hast 
spent among us) 

Peterborough. I must acknowl^^dge 1 never found 
anywhere such concession and conciliation. In 
the French there is a glossiness of character: 
they are easily broken and easily fused again, and 
are the best when they are the most superficial. * 
What a scoundrel in scarlet was Richelieu, be- 
cause he had one tendon more in him than the 
generality have, and was always springing upon it. 

Penn. His intellect (if his writings are any 
proof) was indeed veiy limited : and its limits 
were contracted into a smaller compass by his 
jealousy and vanity : bif.; his confidence gave him 


me ; nobody has increased my prerogative by his 
inter{)retation of my laws : on what grounds then 
can I erect a house of peers ! and on what other 
canst thou trace the foundation of one any- 
wherg ? * 

. Peterho}%ttijh. Tt is wiser and pleasanter to look 
at the consequence than at the origin. Polished 
mi^nners, and that mutual civility which you 
inculcate and exact, are acquisitions from aria- 


power, and power increase^, his confidence: so 
that he overthrew many men stronger than him- 
self. He however had them in a slippery place to 
trip them up in. A mere child, with a king in 
his hand, may break many heads and close many 
eyes about him. 

1 find, friend Mordaunt, thou wilt soon be one 
of ns. f 

Peterborough, How so ) 


tocracy . . Penn, Thou heginnest to speak plainly, iJbeit 

Penn. Made^ no doubt, under those who, thou^ in speaking of the Richelieu, usest a 
like lampreys, have always their heads on the term eschewed and dropt by us friends. 


I 
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By another such dodnetion you 
maj ai|^e t^t I am growing olA 
Tm%, Nuf, there the deduction is too fine for 
me . take it up and trace it^ 1 pray thee. 

PeUfhorough. I begin to apeajL plainly^ and 
must therefore be soon one ef you, since you 
speak BO. That I am growing old is as cleA*, 
since I have begun to be fond of young girls. 

Penn. Out upon thee ! filthy man I when wilt 
thou sober) didst thou ride up so closely to me 
to whisper that 1 Away ! away I Thou ^t not 
desert ^y country for the french, I tflfak : but 
we may discuss the matter of politeness, Jh which 
they excell, as they teach us. Compared Avith <>nc 
of our society, who claim none of it, a Frenchman 
would appear to thee the more polite, from thy 
preconceived ideas of politeness; and an English- 
man more hearty, from preconception also. For 
the foundatiou^f civility it is requisite that all 
malignity be'^Bjootheiied, and that evil-speakers 
be inhibited like evil-doers. 

, Peteri)ordug]jm You. must pufify our English 
blood then. We have within us that acri<i siilt 
which effloresces eternally, and which, it ai)pcars, 
we must rub off one against the other. The 
Fi^q^h, and the continentals in genera,!, indulge 
in evil- 1 ip\^ing,fl 0 nly as the groundwork of witti- 
cisms. The Englishman is epntented with it 
crude and massy, and returns ^ay after day l,o the 
identical dish, hot or cold, seasoned or unseasoned, 
with an incurious, equable, persevering, straight- 
forward appeJite. I have known even our women, 
and those the mildest and most religious, insinuate 
such things of their acquaintance, as would dis- 
credit the whole family, and render it wretched 
throughout its existence. 

Penn. Yet thou couldst listen l,o these sirens ; 
and not only while they sang, but while they were’ 
tearing the flesh from their prey, 

Peterborough. We must take the evil with the 
good : the region pf spices bears the upas-tree. 
Certain they will speak ill of me when f have 
turned my back, I defer tlie moment as long a.s 1 
am able. • 

♦ What is here'i Wheel round the black mare, 
William, or you will see what you wi^uld rather not. 

Penn. Where 1 show me it. 

Peterborough. I did not believe that you counte 
nanced any kind of gaming. 

Penn. We forbid it rigorouHlr. 

Peterborough, What are those men about yonder, 
w'ith several looking on ) 'Sihey suu^ly are drawing 
lots, 

Penn. Those four men upon the bench under 
the old acacia ) 

Peterborough. The same. 

Penn. They are deputed to judge a cause. Wc 
have no solicitors, as thou kuowest : every citizen 
stateth his own case: four intelligent men are 
appointed by lot as judges^ in presence of the 
litigants : they draw a second time, and he to 
whom the lot falls, decides the question. 

Peterborough. You disclaim all honours and^dis- 
tinotiouB ; yet do not you entitle these men judges ) 


Penn. While they are: to-morrow one of them 
tnay be ^ed the Matter, another the mason, 
anotl^r the akiimer. 

Peterborough. no wonder that fellow la 
upon the bench. 

Penn. Thou kuowest none more prudent in 
investigating, more patient in deliberating, or 
more upright in deciding. Despise him not be 
cause bis skins are in his shop rather than upon 
his shoulfter, nor because an ox’s is not an enuine’a 

Peterborough. lYhat salaries have these people? 
or rather, what compensation for Idss of time? 

Penn. Thou speiikest too gooj^lnglisjj. Loss 
of tiipe ! this at least is not the portffln of Wi that 
is lost. We repay them, as is reasonable, for the 
good they do. 

Peterborough. That- is what 1 asked : but how? 

Pen) 2 . By enabling them to do more good. 

Peterbonmiht Tlie honesty and rectitude of your 
people would induce those of every nation to a 
commercial intercourse with them, if your agricul- 
tural occupations allowed it. 

Penn. It is untrue that nations can not be at 
once agricultural iwid commercial. That the most 
commercial are the most agricultural, t}?p states 
of Holland and indeed the Netherlands at large 
are evidences, and, in another hemisphere, China. 
Attica, composed of rocks, was bettor cultivated 
than Sparta. Carthage and Alexandria, Bruges 
and Dantzic, put into motion fifty ph)ughs with 
every rudder. 

Remove from mjmkind the disabilities that 
w'rong systems of government have imposed, and 
their own interests will supply them both with 
energy and with morality. I speak of men as 
find them about us, possestyig the advantages of 
example and experience. 

Here w^e are jiI- home again. Thy valet is run- 
ning hitherward with iiis hat ofi‘ beating the flies 
and gnats away. My helper Abel standeth 
expecting mo, but knitting hose. 

Abel! Abel! 

Abel. Friend, what wouldst thou ? 

Penn. Take my mare and feed her. Hast them * 
dined ? 

•Abel. Nay. * 

Pen7t. Art hungry? 

Abel. Yea. 

Penn. Greatly ? 

Abel. In thy house none hungereth painfully : 
but verily at this hour my appetite waxeth sharp. 

Penn. Feed then first this poor good creatui;e, 
the wl.ich is accustomed to eat oftener than thou 
art, and the which haply hath fasted longer. 

Abel. Thdb sayest well : it shall be done even 
as thou advisest. 

Peterborough. Tifcre are only throe clas8e| of 
men that we in general have no patience with ; 
superiors, inferiors, and equals. You have given 
me abundant and perpetual proofs tha you 
bear the two latter ; and I am persuaded that yoti 
would place any decent one of the former in the 
same easy posture, if God, decreeing his happinesi 
or sonendment, should ever direct him toward you. 

1 
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MIGUEL AND 

Mother. My dearest son Miguel I before I give 
you my benediction on your return, or receive a 
kiss from you, although in my hurry and in the 
kindness of my heart I wiped away the 8"iuff for 
the purpose, and you stand expecting it, I must 
be assured that you are deserving to l;flar the 
name of a glorious archangel, and that what you 
propose to swea'* to-morrow you will unawear the 
day after. ^ ^ 

3ftp^^/>;‘D^ared{l,mother! most unworthy should 
I hold myself to bear the name of our brave and 
gallant archangel, if I hesitated to assert the dig- 
nity of the throne, by breaking that oath, or any 
other to which the people is a party. 

Mother. Now come to my arms, my dutiful 
child ! 

Miguel {meezing). What a jar of snuff my 
mother is ! 

Mother. Ha ! ha ! ha i so many blessings upon 
thee ! These sneezes foretell much good ; three, 
in honour of the Holy Trinity . . the very names 
you swea’i upon. 

A word in your ear ! Do you know we have 
been forced to marry your sister 1 

Mlgvd. What uncle have you found for herl 

Mother. Alas ! none whatever : nor even a rela- 
tive in blood. The young reprobate had not the 
confidence to wait a few years for a nephew. 

Why do yon shake your head, holding the whole 
red of both lips between your t^th ? 

Migud. I too must marry I 

Mother. Ay, ay ! but lawfully and religiously 
and royally, and according to the custom of our 
House. My Cear son, I shall put my dear grand- 
daughter into bed with you on the day she is 
twelve years old. Before {hat time 1 will look 
out sharply, and afterward you must. 

Miguel. I heard a sermon at Paris, in which 
the missionary told the young ladies to their 
SueoR, that a man ought to have as many eyes as 
a spider, and as much facility in spinning a web, 
if he hoped *o catch them or hamper them in 
their frolics. Do you receive them elderly,” said 
he, *nhey are peevish, and make you more so: do 
you take them in the middle of life, they think 
themselves just a match for you, and the contest 
is never decided until one of the antagonists is 
made suppler by the last unction ; before which 
pdHod fhere is trick for trick, taunt for taunt, 
accusation for accusation : if you expect any 
advantage from a tenderer age, you discover that 
they are childishly fond of exhibiting before your 
male friends, how greatly and i^' how short a time 
the/ havc^advaiiccd under your instructions.” 

Mother. Nothing short of inspiration could have 
taught the blessed missionary these truths. Secu- 
laS(« do not know half the wickedness of the world, 
nor believe it, nor dream of it, until their pastors 
them by the hand and show it them. Well, 
mother time about this. The girl might, how- 
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ever, have waited for some royal prince tc esponee 
her : then many would have taken her part, and 
m^re wonld have sympathised with the hus- 
band. Well, well I these are light matters : very 
vexatious tiioagh, when one has nothing else to 
think of. 

How were you received at the English court ? 

Miguel. f'Passably. The court was as civil and 
polite asr^old be expf^ted from a Protestant and 
northern one. 

Mother. And the people, how did they behave 1 

Migud. The commonalty is the rudest in the 
world ; even the richer. 

Mcihtr. I wonder the nation should continue 
to be BO unlike ours : many of \i have been at 
Lisbon : beside, they take snuff and c^re baptised. 

Miguel, They treated me no hotter than if. I 
had l^n brought^ up without either. One asked 
me who whipped off my father. * • 

Mother. Whipped off I he went off without a 
whipping ! f 

Migud. The follow meant desj^tched ; sent out 
of the world. , ^ 

Mother. What business was tbit of t)^ fellow’s? 
Was not the kingly own husband? Might not 
I do as I liked witti my own ? Whaf have their 
princes been fighting for? Was it not for the 
rights of the thronel Yon had no more hand 
in it than the rest of us. Ferdinand of Spain 
attempted the same against my brother Carlos : 
and was not he complimented in a private letter 
by the king of England for escaping from the 
Cortes ? and was he ever blamed by tliat king or 
;<my other for what he did in his own house? 
Would Senor Cannin have been permitted to 
occupy the post he did occupy, unless he bad 
consented to the overthrow of the liberal party in 
Spain ? and did he not order Senor A'Court to 
denounce to us the most liberal of them, Alpuente, 
and to drivo him out of his bed at midnight, 
trembling under the coldness of the rain and 
under the weight of his cighty-one years 1 And 
has not Senor A’Court been made a jieer for it, 
and other such services'! All kings love our 
cousin Ferdinand, excepting those who have lent 
him money : and none think the worse of him 
for the misfortune of missing his blow against his 
father. They cannot laugh at us on that score. 
If you have n<f other cause to complain of rude- 
ness, you may ride over thu triumphantly. 

Migud. Another man said he was sorry I had 
no daughter, because it forced me to marry my 
niece in her stead, which was going too far for an 
Infante. 

Mother. Ignorant creature ! The Pope would 
have had many doubts and doubloons before he 
consented to it. He boggles at an aunt, and 
grudges a great-aunt. A golden pix and chalice 
must precede them, and many jars of tamarinds 
muSu loosen his catarrh before he says henedieke. 
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Did our cousin of France take our cause into 
consideration'} 

Migvd. He advised me by all means to swear to 
the Constitution. 

Mother, He advise it ! an old battered bestial 
rake 1 He advise it 1 What ! the most Christian 
king! 0 the weak powdor-pulf of throne and 
altar ! ^ 

Miguel, I asked his majesty whether in his 
wisdom ho thought I might safely overturn it. 
He replied that, whatever any king chos^ to do, 
it was the duty and determination ,of the Holy 
Alliance to provide that Jie should (K it safely. 
" As for safety then,” said he, ** be iPntirely at 
your ease.” I asked him whether he savj any 
impropriety in it. He answered that he was not 
sufficiently versed in the finer and higher parts 
of divinity to solve the question ; and that I had 
universities and confessors in Portugal as clear- 
sighted as j^.yin France. He doubted not they 
, would enlighj^n me, and pray for me, and bring 
thefr flocks about me to defend me, and was 
oonfident I )md as little to feaV in spirituals as in 
temporals. 

** In case oj a slight commotion,” said his majesty 
with his usual benignity, my troops are near at 
Aapd, and they have had some practice in com- 
posing frgch slight and transient ditfercnces. It 
is time,” added he, “ that the^Bourbons and their 
connexions should be united^ in amity and policy, 
and that Heresy should repose no longer on one 
single lily.” 

Mother, Did you know what he meant 1 

Miguel. The duchess of Angoulfime told me. 

Mother. Chaves is in the mountains : you must 
ride over and embrace him, or let him kiss your 
hand at least. Pedro has been playing the fool 
in Brazil, and wishes to play it here. When he 
was a child I could, with a whip or a whistfe, 
make him hear reason; though, to confess the 
truth, so little of a prince is he by nature, he had 
not much more ipiderstanding at three years of 
age than ho has at present. YOu, my dear Miguel, 
have been constantly the same ; a rare quality ! 
Such men^re fit to rule the world, and, as far as 
' I can see behind and before me, always have ruled 
it and always will. 

Now we will leave reflections for business. Tell 
me, what said that generous open-hearted man. 
Prince Metternich 1 Stay ; I hope you did not 
sit down with him at cards. He plays well ; he 
wins many gold pieces in th^ year. Tell me, tell 
me ; for if you have loiifc anything to him, any 
great matter, I will i^t send him the seven parrots 
in honour of the seven churches, nor the twelve 
monkeys (great and small) in honour of the holy 
apostles. 

Migud, Dear mother! he does not want par- 
rots nor monkeys, and cares as little for the apos- 
tles as an Algerine or a Dutchman. I played with 
him, and, although he plays remarkablyiwell, I 
won fifty iouis of him. 

Mother, Really ! well ; having made the vow, I 
must send the monkeys and parrots ; thj^y are 
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dedicated and devoted, and I declared to the 
apostles my intention. Beside, I have a bird-of* 
paradise ^>r bis wife, stuffed with nutmegs, musk, 
an^ camphor, apd with tw5 rubies for the eyes. 
Listen ! one is a garnet. 

Do yon happen to have the fifty louis about 
you, son Miguel t 

Migi^el, Dear mother! IT reserve them as an 
offering to the archangel. He would be very 
angry to be treated worse than a dozen poor 
apostll^s, some of them not gentlemen by birth. 

Mother, The* archangel is high-minded : he cares 
litllc for money. . ^ 

' Miguel, A fine candelabrum .yould qgatify him. 

pother. There is no room 'for dnoth^k* in his 
church. 

Migud, A new hilt to his sword . . . 

Mother. Beware, child ! People like best the 
sword they are longest used to handle : his hath a 
gloriously rJch hilt to it, and there are many 
sapphires in it, rough and prominent, that make 
the grasp steady. Ho would not cut so well with 
another for some time. 

Migud. Mother I I must keep them ; seriously 
1 must, for another momentous service. 

Mother. Another momentous servic')! is there 
any such beside the fiiith 1 
Miguel. When 1 was in England I was forced to 
ride out every day. 

Mother. Have not you paid for your horse-hire I 
Miguel, Horses were lent me. 

Mother. How then t 

Migud. I have cracked my pantaloon, riding 
with the Duque do Duero and Conde Ducleli. 

Mother. A very christian-liko title is the Duque 
do Duero ; is it one of ours, or Castilian'} 

Miguel. Do not you kii^w the title 'I 
Mother. I thought it had been extinct. 

Mi()ud. Sweet mother ! the Duque do Duero is 
an Englishman, thcigrcat captain that killed Don 
Napoleon da Buenaparte. 

Mother. With his own hand'? 

Migud. He unhorsed him, and his chaigor 
trampled the giant, to death. I inquir^'d., and 
heard it from those who saw it. ^ 

Mother. If he had killed the misbeliever with 
his own hand, I should have thou^it more highly 
of him : but that is no great matter wbicli a horse 
can do best. 

And who is the other, the Conde Dudeli, who 
did such signal mischief to your fork I 
Migud. I lived in his house, he being the first 
minister of state. ^ 

Mother. Did he treat you handsomely, my 
child 1 

^Handsomely, for a heretic. He gave 
me plenty of fish and eggs both Fridays and 
Saturdays. People say he has in his service one 
of the best cooks in England : yet yoa will laugh 
when you hear how he cooked things. 

The eggs in England are not unlike ours. TJiey 
have escaped the effects of what is miscalled IV) 
Reformation. Pish, I just now told yon, they 
have in that country; but they ate somewhiil 
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in the nobler species ; no liibnita, no 
f^olphtn ; and porpoises and seoilfl must Ife ozoea- 
sively dear, and the fishermen very inexpert in 
catching them, not a single slice haying ever Been 
ofiTered to me at the best covered and most deli- 
cate table. They seem really to prefer the coarser 
kinds. The mayor of London sent, as a present 
to Condc Dudeli, a prodigious fish he^" called 
$f.urgeon ; a sort of dog-fish, but of the mastiff 
breed, and imcontroUable by cookery, ^f veal 
could be twisted into the consisteficy of a cable, 
it would bear a distant resemblanoe to veaL ?fy 
teeth are^unexc^tionable ; but they carried off 
perforce^ a coil oi it between every two. Pishes 
of this kind are said to be plentiful in Riis'liia, 
and come pickled into England. Perhaps much 
of the deal timber, which bears a heavy duty in 
the port of London, is smuggled under the name 
of sturgeon. 

Mother. Never hint it to them : let the knaves 
be cheated in the customs. Poor Miguel f so 
they reduced thee to eat chips, and shavings, and 
splinters, and blocks ! What ! nothing 
delicate 'i 

M'igueL^l once was served with what I flattered 
myself were surely snails ; but 1 found they were 
only oysters. Another time, when I fancied 
had a fine cuttlefish before me, they put me off 
with a sole. 

Mother, Heretics ! heretics ! poor blind crear 
tures ! little better than Moors, Jews, and Free- 
masons I 

Miguel. 1 have tasted in England eight or nine 
iifferent kinds of soup ; and vainly have I sounded 
tho most promising of them for a single morsel 
of fat bacon or fresh pork. 

Mother. Have they no chesinuts and acorns 
then 1 or are the pigs kept to clean the 
streets? ^ 

Miguel. I do not know : but neither fiit bacon 
nor lean ever enters their soup ; nor does pork, 
nor sausage, nor heart, nor liver, nor cavear, nor 
vetch, nor gourd, nor oil, nor cheese. 

Mother. Ha ! ha ! 1 see how it is. They must 
trade with some nations where cheese, and oil, 
and cavear, and gourd, and vetch, are always in 
great demand ; and these they export for lucre. 
And perhaps their animals have no heart or liver 
within them. But sausage, and pork, and bacon 
. . Son Miguel ! don’t you smell something there? 
The English are Jews in disguise : I often thought 
as much. ^ They won’t have Virgin ; they won't 
have Child ; they won’t have bacon. 

Miguel. I did not say quite that. They eat 
swine-flesh : bacon has been brought ‘’to me at 
table : I have seen them eat it, though strangely. 

Mother. With what forms and/'.eremonies ? 

Little of those ; for in the mere act of 
eating, they really are adepts, and very explicit. 

Moffter. How then ? how then ? I crack to hear. 

iSTtgad. Boiled, actually boiled ! hot, smoking 
hot I and served up whole ! 

Mother. Smoking a little, but put into ice, no 
doubt, to render It eatable, with the radishes, flgs. 


shalote, ohives, bean-pods, green almond<«h8UiU 
liquorice, and stewed prunes. 

Migud. I never saw tj^se with it, all the while 
I was in England ; but I once observed it eaten 
with half-grown peas ; and another time a minister 
of state was so preoccupied by stress of business, 
thaiC he forgot there was chicken on his plate, 
and (as I live !) ate both together. 

Mother. And they gave you neither stewed 
pmnea nor figs with it ! My son, they slighted 
you oui of hatred to me, who always had an eye 
upon they^which thev never could bear. ^.Ham 
before a (j?een's son inlbis naked feshion ! And 
forR<^th they talk about alliance ! 

Mtguel. They often slighted me in the midst 
of magnificence, and apparently of hospitality. 
On my birthday, on the festival of our blessed 
saint and archangel Don Miguel, out of prehjnce 
of doing me honour a nobleman c& high distinc- 
tion invited his sons from a public school to dine 
with him in London. They did not indeed dine 
with him : and you will presently guecs the reason. 
Their dinner was served up to them in another 
room ; and you must be astonished when I declare 
to you that the principal dish contained a goose. 

Mother. A what ? , ' 

Migtiel. A goose ; and roasted. do ^ot6st to 
you it smelt like a ^ang of reapers. 

Mother. I was never in Galicia ; I never saw any 
reapers. 

Miguel. I have passrd through them, crossing 
the roads in this our Portugal * 

Mother. Ay, ay; we must have reapers from 
somewhere : it escaped me. How did the children 
chew and swallow such carrion % Plenty of raisins, 
I hope. 

Migud. Not a raisin ! 

< Mother. Why I even a tender and delicate young 
fox-cub would require a sprinkling of raisins to 
subdue its domineering luscionsness. Geese are 
more unctuous than he. Foxes, ^ I suspect, are no 
dainties when they have left mother’s milk for 
field-mice, and moles, and poultry : but there is 
never a time when geese have this Ldvantage. 
Birds, I think I have heard, are unaccustomed to 
suckle. 

Migud. On recollection, the children ate apple- 
sauce with their goose. 

Mother. Ha, now ! that really does come a step 
nearer Christianity. 

Migud. Once they plac^ the hinder quarter of 
a prodigious sh^p dinr.‘s|ly opposite, with the 
least becoming part of its tail toward me. 

Mother. Sheep ! tail toward* an Infimte of Por- 
tugal ! son of an Infanta of Spain. What, in the 
name of holy Mary I could a sheep or a tail do 
there ? 

Migud. You will hardly believe me, when 1 tell 
you that the English, although they do not eat 
horse^flgsh, yet eat mutton. 

Mother. Of course the very lowest only. 

Miguel. Not only the lowest, but marquim 
and bishops. 

Moker. In time of scarcity. 
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Mi^l. Latterly all times have been times of 
scarcity in that over-taxed and over-peopled coun- 
try. These are the vei^^words of one among the 
wisest in it ; who totd however, tl^jat even the 
rich in better times would eat mutton. 

Molher, Privately, I presume. 

Miguel. By degrees they have been brougllt to 
eat it openly, and even at great dinners. 

Mother. Lord help *em I 
Migud. I saw a whole quarter, weighing ten 
pounds at the least, at once upon the taftle ; and 
the v^ole in one dish. X 

Mother^ They must hive vast caqi^ona and 
furuaces. ^ 

Miguel. It was roasted. 

Mother. How could it be 1 Have they any vol- 
canoes in London ? or do they cook such dishes 
at liie cannon-foundry ? 

Migud. have no volcanoe.s in the capital, 
nor nearei*^han the county of Iceland. 

^ Mother. '5l'*ou mean Ireland, son Miguel : I 
know they hgve a volcano there : priests report it. 

Miguel. The rich families keep prodigious 
stores of carbon under-ground, and sell it l o the 
poorer in Ifard seasons. Although, in our uc- 
le^tation of the word, they arc not cu/inibals, nor, 
Btrie*ly#^cak^g, eat raw flesh, yet they only 
half-roast it : and the government of Franco 
came to lyi understanding with that of England, 
to give me half-roa.sfced meat, and to serve it up 
80 hot that it burned my mouth. Even the 
plates and iishes were hot. I think on recolle 
tion they onco put the same slight upon me at. 
Vienna. That indeed one could endure : one has 
only to wait a few minutes, and in cold weather 
the food would grow lukewarm and tnictable. 
They do not cut it in pieces, nor separate it in 
any maiiner, before they begin to eat ; but 8?!t 
about it voraciously, and tis fast as a morsel is 
detached it is consumed. They have servanis 
enough ; they might surely have them taught to 
divide their meat for them'. Already they do 
indeed cut slices from it at the side-board and 
hand them round. Prom the mutton T was 
ft mentioning I actually saw the blood follow the 
knife. j 

Mother. How ! was it killed in the dining-room ? 
Migud. No, in carving I saw it, and expected 
to hear a bleating. Another day there was a 
peacock served up at the econd course, which 
even had the feathers on it.-» bead unsinged, and 
of as fine a purple asvdien it^strutted on the 
grass. Involuntarily did I cover my waistcoat 
and cravat with my jSapkin and hold it up to my 
eyes ; I feared so the sudden expansion of the tail. 
Mother, What I had it the tail on too 1 
Migud. Not within sight : I thought it might 
be concealed in the body ; God knows what they 
did with it, unless they turned it into sauce. The 
following Thursday there was a young pig, jyholc, 
and almost alive. The dirty creatures did not 
disembowel it, and out came the entrails, with all 
it L&d eaten, and it looked in my face as Jf it 
squealed to me for protection. There were hares 


I too with their ears on ; whole hares ! I do believe, 

! thougtf I Vould net assert it, they had even their 
teeth in their heads. Certainly they had been 
w^l-fed by t^e* cook ; their interiors were quite 
full, and I ceuld smell the herbs they had eaten. 
They were polished on the ont^de like military 
boots, and bad neither honey nor treacle, neitheir 
anise* nor cinnamon, neither chocolate nor 
canary, neither pomegranate nor citron, neither 
elioai^ane nor angelica, neither chestnuts nor 
pist^rctihios, ndr oven fennel and pine-seeds about 

Mother. Do the English takjj their sustenance 
by means of the mouth 1 ‘ 

^ligufl. Entirely, as I imagine ; I never saw 
the contraiy. 

I Mother. Unfortunate benighted souls / So 
! Utile notion have they of Christianity, they can 
\ not ^Ven coidc ! 

} Miguel. You know they have not any oil, the 
I produce of their county. 

I Mother. No? 

i Miguel. No olives. 

! Mother. Arc you sure? 

j Migud. Near London and Windsor Jam ready 

to swear there is not one. 

Mother. Not even in tlie king’s park 1 God 
I then has cursed the land. 

Miguel. Perhaps toward Scotland there may 
I be, and upon the hills that have the benefit of 
! the sea-bree/es. 

Mother. No, child ! no, no, no ! I sec bow it is ; 
I see it clearly. The 1 . 0 rd in his judgment and 
I mercy has cursed the land of the Philistines. 

1 Migud. And, what is more, he takes away Ute 
flavour from all the oil tha^ is imported, excepting 
the fish-oiJ, which he leaves them ^or enequrage- 
ment to turn (Catholics, it always reminding them 
of the olive. As fo> theirs, 1 declare you could 
as easily taste fre.sh butter. They toll us it comes 
from Provence, a city in France ; no wonder 
then, in the hands of .lacobins, it comes over 
mixed with water. They have indeed fi i; oil in 
plenty. ^ 

Mother. But fish-oil, son Miguel, is good i^jthcr 
for body nor soul. Is not Cou^t Dudcli rich 
enough to allow his wine and od a seasonable 
time to mature in ? 

Miguel. The English use more wine than oil. 

Mother. More wine than oil? Do they light 
the lamps in the churches with wine ? 

Miguel. I am informed they light none in thi>sc 
places. 

Mother. They are bad enough ; but don’t 
believe thal, son Miguel ! God would take day- 
light from them for ever if they dared to put out 
his lamps. ^ » 

But son Miguel, you seem no thihner than 
usual ; you must have found something you could 
eat contentedly, and perhaps these dishes w«re 
invented for no other purpose than to excite your 
wonder : a sort of wit, ay ? 

Miijuel. Lord Dudcli is a very witty man, and 
has many clever things of his own, ready both 
oo2 i 
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for friondiB and Btro^iigerB, and moreover is nmeh valet had already brougfht, he bowed with the 
enriched by Bucceeding to Dorf Jorge dfe. Oannin, gravest face in the world, and ofibred me the two 
in whose o^ce he found catalogues and stringa fish together, to say nottog of the butter. I took 
of 'em, hanging on every peg for* eyery oocaafen. it ill, but sate silent. To appease my just reeentr 
He showed me the labels to several of these, in ment, the rest of the company did actually eat 
bis Right Honourable predecessor’s own hand ; both at once, and some of them so heartily, it 
which labels I mistook for doctors' prescriptions, wasfdvi^ient they wished me to believe it is the 
although the writing was clear and steady. I custom of the country. 

took down the words ; here they are in my new j Mother, Pit punishment ! though imposed by 
pockot-book. For gout : for gravel : for lirnia : themselves. Strange uncivilised people 1 It may 
for asthma: for gun-shot wounds : Tor sabre-^wts : be however that this is their way of fasting : for 
5or ophthalmia.*** i they have r^me notions of religion, though erro- 

I obseryed tha^ a broad-nibbed pen had been | noons and^Coolish. *’ 
drawn cT/er thb woids, “ for gout,” and apparently | Myjuel. Mother, nothing can escape your 
with violence : that in very fine characters there i sagacity and penetration : you are perfectly right. 


was written under hernia^ “employed in the 
house of commons with great success ; ” under 
9ahre-ouU and ophthalmia, “ a division in the house 
upon it . . Egypt . . Walchercn . j thought too 
like Will Wyndham’s * killed off,’ ” 

Mother. Gibberish ! gibberish ! most wit is. 

Miguel. His friends assured me that his wit 
upon those subjects was irresistible, and will 
immortalise him. But immortality, my confessor 
told me, become so creaky and crazy, that he 
would not'be tempted to buy an annuity upon it 
at three years’ purchase. He demonstrated that 
true immortality in this world can only be given 
by the pope, and only when two centuries have 
elapsed after the burial, and when all but His 
Holiness have forgotten the deeds and existence 
of the defunct about to be beatified. One gentle- 
man who was present, a good catholic too, begged 
to differ from him. He said he certainly had 
sejn the foliage of plants between the leaves of 
books, and that they, must have been there a 
hundred yoara; on which principle the great 
men in England contrive to get their names 
inserted in large well-shutting volumes, called 
biographical ; and the most malignant detractor 
can not lug them out again. Beside, in the Trea- 
sury and Exchequer there are others peculiarly 
belonging to those offices, open for the Insurance 
idf this said immortality, and whoever is minister 
recef.'ss a ticket gratis: that is, the people pay for it. 

Lo{d Dudel i. gave me one of those jests daily, 
five-aud-twenty minutes after dinner ; and once, 
with the assistance of his cook, a sharp and sati- 
rical one at the dinner itself, under a dish-cover. 

Mother. Ha! cooks are great helps to great 
men in wit and pleasantry. What was it he said 
wl?en ha-jame in 1 

Migto’h He did not enter. It was Friday, and 
there were several kinds of fish at table; and 
knowing tliat 1 could eat little else, an^d observing 
that I had been helped to a slice of turbot, and 
had requested a trifle of asalilbetida and a few 
lumps of c sugar and a pinch of saffron and a 
radish and a dandelion, a servant brought me a 
loijister, well enough cut into pieces, but swim- 
nung, or bemired rather, in a semiliquid paste of 
flour and butter : and though he saw 1 had turbot 
before me, and had heard me call for oil and 
vinegar and grated goat-cheese,, which a civiler 


And now I remember another fast of theirs, kept 
in perverseness on Monday. Count Dudelt had 
partridges at table ; and I observed that he ti:>ok 
a piece of bread poultice, brought hV.lto him firom 
j a hospital, and ate it with the breas^of the bird. 
The others thought to get offices 'under kim bj 
doing the same ; and, although sqyeral did it, 
there was not one that was forced to leave the 
company ; such strong stomachs have the Eng- 
lish, however unfortified by saffron add asafostida. 
I could say more upon this subject that woul#*. 
stagger the faith of a capuchin : b^t thd^eapuckin 
would be glad to hear it. 

Mother. So should I then. 

Miguel. The English have a university at a 
city they call Oxford; city they call it, not 
knowing that cities must have walls, rnd custom- 
house officers at the gates. There is one college 
in that university, where a most singular and 
most abominable kind of penance is inflicted ; 
and not only the members of that, but several in 
others, are condemned to eat, on certain days of 
t'lie year, or perhaps on one day only (let us hope 
it !), what they call the New-oollege pudding. 
Mother ! I dare not tell you of what material it 
is composed. They would alter the form at least, 
if they had any decency. I should be inaccurate 
if I called it inhuman ; but how brandy or cinna- 
mon or pimento, or drug of any kind^ can enable 
men to swallow one morsel, is beyond my com- 
prehension. 

Mother. The English have strange notions in 
regard to what appeases the wrath of God. As 
for the court, I have always hated it. What base- 
ness and avarice 1 not to make amends for the 
devastation of your raiment, occasioned by the 
backwardness ^ the (leople in the science of 
saddlery. Was there no pad, velvet or rabbit-skin ? 

Miguel. None, upon my life ! 

Mother. Was it then from a brass-nail that had 
lost its head, or from a comer of the board that 
had broken out behind ? 

Miguel. Neither : they have no nails whatso- 
ever, nor boards of a hand's breadth, in their 

Mother. Not even the nobles? 

Miguel. Not even they. 

J^other. The late war then has brought them 
down where they should be. So pressed for tim* 
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bw and stores^ we have nothing to fear from 'em. \ J^igud, As from the prodigious genius 1 had 
Since we are resolved on a rupture, I see no better ' displayed in matters requiring . . , pah 1 pah I** 
way than through your pantaloon. We will ' cried he, no voice can express it. Such king! 
remonstrate : here la j^ne opening ; and much i want no advisers ; they are only impedimeuta 
may come from iJ if ^perly handled. Should ' toPthe royal spirit. What a stroke will it be nf 
we engage in war. wc must all contribute. The ; your Majestf's, to raise or countenance a slight 
fifty pieces . . . Mettemioh would not lose fifty * disturbance in Lisbon, whereby the English 
pieces for nothi^, * ! troops will be detained from assisting the insure 

M\gvd, He did thougn. ] gents® and schismatics in Greece, and from op- 

Mother, PerhOps you saw him privately some l pressing the poor catholics in Armenia, and in 
time afterward. ! the East and West Indies, and In Ireland and 

Migud, He told me that his head alhed vio- 1 Suj^traw" • , 

lent]y, from the vast exertion he hac’anade in his . He deserves the naxge ho has acquired 

unsuccossful and hopel^ attempt ^rards withL^lln Europe. » 

mo ; and that until the present ffme he had i Miguel. Why so hard upQif him, Ib^ther, all 
thought himself a calculator. ^ ' ou a sudden ? 

Mother. How did he proceed to cure his head- j Mother. Hard upon him ! I say again he do- 
aclj* 1 did he go to bed and cry credo three-limes- 1 serves it, for the dearness and rectitude of his 
thjree] | views. In regard to the fifty pieces, they being 

Migiud.Jjft forgot to inform me. j the fruit (tf the gaming-table, might be placed 

MotheirWiti might not have done. T have a j by me in nolier hands than those they came 
^ fifftamlary : 't)ut none shall ever hear it : for God | from, and may help to bring down on us the 
could nevqp punish a drunkard or demagogue benediction of heaven. Being king, you can not 
who migHl happen to pick it up and to carry it w'ant them. 

in his mouth. Perhaps on my death-bed . . . MigueL Mother, you always prevail : do with 
mind, I (fbn’t promise : I only said perhaps. 1 cm as you please. 

,am liberal if you are. Now tell uc about the Motfo r. I will spend them in praybrs to turn 

<flc»ci:*Brinc^Metternicb . . so clever that nobody the hearts of the English. They have many 
knows 'Vliat he would be at; and at last he | things in common with us: I myself have seen 
deceives^ the wisest of us. * | them smoke cigars : they can play at cards, and 

Migtief. When we wercPalonc, he kissed my even cheat : they can whistle, and almost dance, 
hand alFcctionately and ^humbly, and 8ai<l that Having been baptized, they might be brought 
henceforward he could consider me in no other over to our doctrines, if God would have any 
liglit tlian as king of Portugal and Algarve, and thing to say to them after so long and obstinate a 
not so much in pursuance of the powers entrusted rebellion. Well, my son, you promise to take the 
to me by my august brother . . . oath to-morrow, and to cancel it the day following! 

Mother. August blockhead ! my choler rises Mlgud. Solemnly. * 

into my throat! The Constitutional mule! Mother. Jesu bless y<Ai then! and Ban Miguel 

Miguel ! Miguel ! deserve tlie title of the Most remind him ! a 

Faithful, deserve to sit among the other kings of Here is a little list of names it may he as well 

Europe, and dethrone the lamp-lighter. Hid not to run over : some trifling fines from the proud 
Prince Metternich give you this counsel ? j and wealthy : a few imprisonments for those who 

Miguel. In trtith he did no such thing. j are only heirs, longer or shorter in proportion to 

Mother, Pretty prince! fine counsellor! what the ages of their fathers: very ■ cxeciitions ; 
is the mjpa fit for 1 what did he say then 1 thirty or forty, it may be, for fcliot e who bring 

Miguel, He said he did not consider me the axe on their necks by having fic h sti|^nes. 
true and worthy possessor qf the Lusltanian Six or seven of the more obstinate regimcjpts may 
sceptre so much from any regard to the appoint- be consigned in successicn to dungeons, into 
ment of Don Pedro, his Imperial Majesty of the which the water can eiiter freely as the jailer ; 
Brazils, while there were restrictions upon me or into the holds of ships, in which it would 
w'hich his Imperial wisdom showed no disposition puzzle a Dominican to determine whether the 
to remove . . . timber or the biscuits are fullest of worms. 

Mother. What woul<^you have 1 how could he Let us hear mass directly in the chapel. I am 
speak more pliunly or more sensibly, in diplo- hungry ; and dinner is ready at nodh to a mo- 
matic language 1 Proceed, proceed. ment. 
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WeU, my brother! you have been among i Mlchd. Brother, we were not educated on the 
the frequenters of eourt and coifee-house more i principle of noticing the ideas of the poWerlesa. 
recently than I have ; pray tell me wh*t is the I Our policy has ever been invariable, whethir in 
opinion, or rather, what are the opinions, of people ' the hands of the intelligent or of the ignoritn^ 
in general on our xnarch against Constantinople. The men who surrounded Catharine, who cm 
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Ttned with her, who corresponded with her, Jjaffc of the lest child carried off by the Arabs ; and 
behind them the mark of the axe at certain there was one, he was more ftantic than the rest^ 
distances in the forest we are ^penetrating, and but he was of briefer agony, who yet remembered 
we hare only to look orer the chart and give the name of every hill an^onntain he had seen 
directions. * * or heard of, and called oifSich and on all to cover 


NuscioM, Yery true. Other states dgiioy no such 
advantages : intrigue runs into intrigue; duplicity 
doubles upon duplicity; the cable too much 
twisted cuts itself, and the anchor lies flat Uong 
the sand. To undo the labours of a predecessor, 
and to denounce the* fallacy or the folly <tf his 
projects, is the chigf business of a pklmemim^r 
in eveiy other oftbinet. 'Have yon been 
to find out nothh:g in regard to their senti- 
ments? «, 

MkheL If anything were in them I might have 
found it out. Gravity, hoiiesty, fairness, unre- 
servedness, reciprocity, and a sincere and disin- 
terested love of peace and order, are in the eyes 
and upon the lips of all diplomatists. The King 
of England regards you as his brother ; the King 
of France embraces you as his son ; the Emperor 
of Austria rode side by side with your illustrious 
predecessor, whose views were the same as his, 
and he never will believe it possible that your 
Imperial Majesty, equally wise and magnanimous, 
can change ^nc tittle. There are those who wdiispcr 
the contrary, hut none heeds them. 

Nicolas. Palaces should have no whispering 
galleries, or they should be left to the women 
and pages. So, Francis says ho is resolved not ] 
to believe what they tell him, and what bo secs : 
well, I am the last man in the world who would 
shake his belief, seeing it firm and fitting. , 

Michel. He added. If his m^osty the Autocrat 
of all the Russias had declared war against the I 
Tur^ to protect the Greek a few years ago, while 
a million or two were living, such war perhaps 
might have ha<I its plea and its abettors : but 
since in the whole of the Morea^ in the whole scene 
of the war, there are not forty thousand adult 
males surviving, nor the same number of females 
of an ago to reproduce them ; since all the hoys 
and girls in the country do not amount to thirty 
thousand; it surely requires a second thought, 
wheiu^* war should bo lighted up in the centre of 
Europe j^br so minute an object. His Mjy esty the 
Emperor of Austria is himself of a different opin- 
ion: he has received positive information from 
indisputable authority, from eye-witnesses, that, 
such was the wretchedness of the Greeks, brought 
on them by their rebellion, many who never had 
fought, came forward in the line of march, and 
threvi stontis or even berries and grass at the 
Turks, that they might finish their existence less 
criminally than by suicide and less misenbly than 
by famine. 

Nicolas, Groat God ! is this trufj^l 
MiehJ, I ^ked the same questiop of the tra- 
veller ; he saw it. 

Nicolas, I am ashamed of my supineneas. Herci- 
ftil fltther of mankind, forgive me f 
Michd, Many were driven mad by thirst and 
hunger, many by desperation, many by the sight 


him ; for he had caught his inflint's breath as it 
left the body in his house, and bad not dared to go 
fortbi^d bury it with Christian burial. 

Nicolas, If these things were ftlse they would 
have been said before. Wisdom and Tnith are 
unwinged deities, and are less to be known by 
their features than by their tardiness and tacitur- 
nity. I mi^t have died and have never kxmwn 
ialf the juMice of my cifase. PoIi<^ is a jealous 
and a sel^h vhing ; and Honour is quite as Jealous, 
quite aSi selfish. Here find we more than state- 
papers can enwrap, more than manifestoes dare 
mako manifest. A million hearts shall hcjive 
these wrongs to God, a million swords shall avenge 
them. Are there men upon earth dare com- 
mit them, and none to say " Ye shall i^t do it !" 
What ! my brother of Austria talktf* of movleti^ ' 
tion and forbearance* Lot him openAhe prisons 
1 of Mantua a few moments, not for pardon, not for 
I remission, but only that the captive may see, 
looking close, whether his finger has iiteujribed on 
I the slippery green wall the right year of our Lord c 
in the right place, or one upon ^noth^ teii, 
eleven, twelve. Let him, in his imperiar bounty 
and apostolic piety, Md a mouthful of fresh air 
from the marsh, and fir slip of sunshine that the 
dogs on the outside h,ave done with; let him, 
freely and boldly ; I "will not protest against his 
encouragement of secret sects and novel opinions. 
He talks then of the centre of Europe, does he 1 
My torch is in the extremity of it : he may decide 
whether I shall carry it to the centre. Our brother 
Alexander gi-ew lazy and fond of pleasure; he 
deferred the declaration of hostilities too long. I 
know not whether his delay of them cost him his 
life or not ; certain I am our nation would have 
risen in arms against him, and against me like- 
wise, had our religion been longeV oppressed, our 
honour insulted, our armies defied, and our 
treaties violated. Let any potentate in Europe 
give me an example of so just a war. The strongest 
of our arguments ^s, the declaration of our enemy 
that he was deceiving us with pacific protesta- 
tions, aud that ho never intended to comply with 
the arbitration he recently had accepted and long 
solicited. I regret that it is impossible for a 
king or emperor to obtain the whole truth from 
any man, exceptii^ someone perhaps in his own 
family; and this one is generally on the least 
friendly terms with him. My regret would, in 
my own particular case, have been the lighter, if 
you, my dear Michel, could have carried my wishes 
into execution, and could have conversed, at this 
crisiB, on terms of equality and intimacy with intel- 
ligent and well-informed strangers. 

Michd, While I was at Moscow I met an Eng- 
lishmanf who intended to travel through the 
empire, and to whom, on his presentation to me, 

I gave all the facilities I could. 
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IHiedas. Are you sure he Ig not a spy f - aristocracy will be little better than the higher 

Midhd. If he is, I shall hare a better opinion of classes of the people, 
his goTemment than it ever has deserved in the Mielel* The Tdrks appear to be more angry 
memory of man. It hts employed in no depart- bcdh with France and Bngland than with us. 
ment, from the lowest to^e highest, a functionary Ifioolm* Accuse of indignity is stronger among 
of equal perspicacity. He had left Constantinople the Turks *lhan among any other nation upon 
about two months, and he confirmed to me the earth. From me they expected open war, and 
news that the Duke of W ellington has placed^im- have it : from France and ^gland they expected 
self at the head of the administration. protection, and experience perfidy. To me they 

Nicola*. I know not whether this event is at all would rather open the gates of Constantinople, 
unfavourable to me. It must be regard^ in two . than^ them the harbour of Navarino. 
points of view. During the war, while he held the ! me he^ the remarks of She traveller, 
command of the army, 1^ showed thd^fght of Before the troops be|^ to march, he 

countenance to those oracors only wj^e familie waited on the governor of Mo^w wijji apian of 
were strong in parliamentary interest : wjjether operations. • • % 

he.d}d this according to orders from the ministry, l^icola*. Depend upon it, he is a spy then, 
or ^l^h private and remoter views, is at present How the English are changed ! The French Revo- 
no subject for inquiry. He must now make the lutiou has altered the French but little, the £ng- 
foifunes of to military supporters, and not only lish totally. The Gallic twigs shook and bent and 
of those, the new generation, their sons and lost some leaves, but rose up again in the same 
^nctoews, w^y) were children at the close of hos- direction, resumed the same form, and displayed 
tilftidfe. These must be provided for ; and war is the same fruits and foliage. Whatever was light 
the only iqtans : such is thf> system of govern- and worthless in France seems to have been blown 
ment in England. But England, who suffers more across the Channel, and to have taken root in 
by bcating^than by being beaten, is, relatively to England. 1 do not complain of military govern- 
the other states of Europe, less powerful than she ment ; an excellent thing, temperatelv used ; but 
was^; and nothing but invasion or madness I little apprehended that the English would so 
couTd hter, for the next half century, to take readily submit to it. 

up arms. The slower the Ration is, the readier Michd. Something of this occurred t-o the tra- 
will be the aristocracy, wli^h must now become veller, who remarked that the condition of Eng- 
all-powerful. Popular power and popular feeling land is at present what the condition of France 
arc odious to the Duke ofrWclliiigton ; and he has was at the dissolution of the Directory. Stock- 
cxcrciaed ilis usual judgment in seizing the mo- jobbers ruled : persons of the highest rank visited 
rnont when both are at the lowest. The few per- , and courted them : they were raised to dignities 
sons in the House of Commons on whom the ■ above the defenders of the nation. The only sign 
country had any reliance, have abandoned the I of prosperity was the profusion and waste of public 
hopeless cause, and have made their patriotism ! money. Where the taxeg are enormous, said he, 
veiy palatable. We may safely admit them to kiss | nobody cares who rules, or how he rules. The 
our liands, when the pages have removed, our hflts distress of families, penury, want, 'Sre directly and 
and gloves from the antechamber. I had per- in themselves but <j 3 ciinor evils : worse are the 
suaded Mr. Canning to join with France in send- prostration of public honour, the ]>roRtitution of 
ing troops against Ibrahim. Everything was ! private dignity, contempt of old usages, iudiffor- 
roady ; the two nations would have quarrelled ence to improvement, hopelessness at lasL and 
within six weeks. England, it must be confessed, apathy, even in those who woi'ld have gi^'cn their 
never, in •these last fifty years, had a minister so lives to their country. ^ ^ * 

prudent and wary in continental politics as Wei- Nioda*. Spies often talk in this florid > 
lington. He foresees the consequences of such a Michd. When your Majesty sedi the whc|e plan, 
step ; and, not only from hatred of the Greeks and you may think diflercntly of the aaihor. 
their adherents, but from sound policy, will keep Nicola*. Do you recv!\;oi it. 
his troops away. The French are impetuous and Michel. Yes, together with what he said to me 
thoughtless; they may i .vade the Morea, not politically. 

with the design of aiding the insurgents, nor with Nicolas. I will not again interrupt jjjwt; let me 
the hope of holding theicounti^ and thus render- hear it. 4 

ing the Seven Itdes^of no utility to England, but Michel. These were nearly his words, 
in order to exchange it for Crete or Cyprus. I Ere you attempt to carry a plan into execution, 
was unable to avert the war : I was unwilling to you mustf not only look toward the road before 
defer it : nor indeed could any time be more you, but sometimes on each side ^ and behind, 
favourable for my operations, u^ess it should be Russia no dotbt is in good intelligence with 
two years hence, when the Duke of Wellington Sweden and Prussia, whose interest# it is at all 
may be called to settle things upon a durable basis, times to be in harmony with her. 

The French government and I must let 1^ have Nicola*. He speaks wisely : if he is not a spy, 
a war : the best plan will be to draw lots which he ought at least to be a privy counsellor, 
shall gratify him. One or other must do it^ else Michel. The better to ensure the friendship 
things in England can not go on quietly, |nd the' and co-operation ot Sweden, 1 would resign to 
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her, said he, that potiion of Finland which iras the kingdom of Adria, from the mouth of the Po 
last detach^ firom her, together with the whole to the Qulf of Taranto, bounded by the Apen* 
of Lapland^ on condition that %he supply to me nines on the weak The kingdom of Etruria 
her maritime force 4nring eight months, ^e should extend firom th^ridge of Kervi to the 
Emperor paying the seamen an4 .provisioning. Tiber, and follow the Teverone to its source. 
The king of Sweden is ambitious <ff possessing The city of Borne, within the walls, might be the 
the entire peninsula ; and what is proposed to be Pope’s. 

<'eded is worth little to Russia. MwUu. But the kingdom of Naples, must it 

I hardly dare mention what he added. ^ | be ceded to an archduke 1 would France and 

Nicolas. Speak plainly^ my dear brother; he Spain consent to it 1 
appears no fool. V , Michd, Sicily is more than enough, he thinki^ 

Michel. He observed that the French n^pn for kings hardly on a level either in intellect or 
is in an indescrfbable degree attached to (.i&^^anformatloij^th the wretchedest and most serdid 
Polander ,vand th(;t, not only throughout France, jfc the Atijptic coast of Africa. He supposes 
but equally thfoughout Germany, the sentiment that !^ssia, Prussia, Austria, Sweden, and Eng- 
is prevalent and universal. He recommended land, are unanimous. France and Spain h«ye 
that, until the capture of Constantinople, no nearer interests, and ma> be called home if they 
direct answer should be given to foreign minis- stir. By these arrangements, the families of^the 
ters ; that nothing should be said further than | Emperor of Austria and King of France wofild 
His Imperial Miyesty, having shown aiforbearance j govern a larger population in EurdjpR^than your 
from hostilities unexampled in the history of any Majesty, and England a larger in Asia, W^t^ 
powerful nation, is resolved to show a disinter - 1 right or reason then has anyone of tliem t(Pooni- 
estedness yet more remarkable, and to make such plain of an undue weight in the balaix^e 1 Russia 
cessions of conquest as will not only satisfy but would be surrounded by states Incapable of mo- 
astonish Europe. lesting her ; while Austria would be ^ell indem- 

iV«co/-a«. What can he mean 1 nified for a narrow and barren coast, easily to be 

Michel. That your Majesty will grant to Me- taken from her in the first war with Russia vv* 
hemct Ali the possession of Syria, Arabia, Cyprus, with France. » 

Egypt, and Mauritania, the Euphrates being the Nicolas. I may abstain from seizing all I could 

boundary on the East in its whole extent. 1 may seize ; but 1 do not Jike to give up anything 1 

now revert to Poland 1 possess. 

Nicolas. Now indeed you may. Michel. An objection foreseen by the traveller, 

Michel. He recommends that your Majesty who adduced many proofs of shortBigb^dness in 
should cede to the king of Prussia, to be governed politicians from what he called this distemper, 
by his second son and the heirs of that prince, Nicolas. Will others do it if I do 1 

thor provinces of Yarsavia, Grodno, Minsk, and Michel, Again his very words ! This reflection, 

Yolhynia, on condition ^hat Prussia joins to it all he said, throws a damp on nearly all generosity, 
her possessions on the right of the Yistula, and and stints the higher growth to the standard of 
whatever she relains of ancient Poland on the left ; th^* lower. Will others dioil if I do'l blights more 
and furthermore that Aust^a restores Gallicia. good than takes growth : and, If I do noty others 
This compact, he says, would be disadvantageous wUly prompts to more evil than is allowed to lie 
to Prussia, unless you erected in her favour a inert. , 


kingdom of Dalmatia, adding to it Croatia, 
Bosnia, Servia, and, Albania, and bounding it by 
thtvfivcr^J^rdar in Macedonia, and by the ridges 
of Ol^jms. 

Nir(l(-t8. WhaC would Austria sayl 


Nicolas. Plausible ( there is something in him. 
What were his military views 1 
Michel. Principally, to follow the march of 
Cesarini : to secure a strong position or two on 
the right bank of the Danube : to be perfectly 


Michel. He proposes that the favourite plan of sure that the governor of Servia is in your interest ; 
Austria should be executed, though not exactly and to render him completely so, by granting him 
in her manner. He would allow to the Arch- the government for life : by no means to invade 
dukes of Austria the whole of Italy, which would that country, or any part of Bosnia, or more of 
quietly and gladly submit to them if constitutions Bulgaria than the frontiers : to seise or blockade 
were^grani^d. The Duke of Modena is detested every port and roadstead, #4id to occupy or observe 
for his avarice, his treachery, his cowardice, and all the stronger of the positions, from the moulds 
his cruelty : the King of Sardinia is unpopular ; of the Danube to the canar of Constantinople, 
his heir is distrusted and despised alike by the For this purpose in particular the Swedish &et 
prince and people ; and he would think himself is desirable. The expense, which may appear^ to 
fortunate to possess the island. ^What the Swit- ; be greater than of forces equally numerous that 
^.ers hmd inc. Lombardy may be recovered by pay- ; march by land, ia much less. The roads of i&e 
ment of the money for which it was pledged. , sea are not to be broken up by the eneihy's 
All that country, all the country from the torrent ' pioneeni : the cattle, safely stored in the si^ll 
at Jvervi, near Cienoa^ to the source of the Trebia compass of liarrels, are not to be driven ofiT: ism* 
and to the mouth of the Po, should constitute one | buscades there are none here : horses aia not^lefl 
kingdom for anarchdnke : another should possess behin^.for want of provender, for want of shoes^ 
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far wounda, or for diaeases.* Battering trams do \ it, farUy from the indignation of the Janisariea 
not here consume what would almost be sufficient and their adherents, and partly from the revenge 
for the sustenance of the armies : and the broken of the Amenianif and Greeks. Tour Mi^esty 
carriages of abandoned ta^nnon do not impede the wiU then ei^joy^ the opportunity of besto^^ng a 
passage of the troops. In attemptingto penetrate fomited empiie on an inveterate enemy. By 
the mountains of Balkan, in which many thou- the cession # all his European dominions to you, 
sand soldiers must perish, a part only of the pro- any part of them which may be occupied by 
visions can accompany the army ; and the ezftmy I anoth^ must be evacuated and restored. By 
will have daily opportunities of attacking it with your concession of the rest, Barbary will be no 
advantage. .He may delay it throughout the longer a scourge and disgrace to the maritime 


months of July and August, when the plains are 
burnt up, and neither provender nor water can be 
procured sufficiently. Fevers too will tte ](5revale^ 
among you ; and certainly not a thj?d of yodF 
forces can be brought, after those months and 
that^.miirch, against CouM^autinople. Coast the 
Black Sea, with successive armies and incessant 
debircations. Water and provisions of every 
kiifd may p^ly be found and partly imported : 
places mixyJfK taken as there are opportunities, 
■..withou t anr,great care whether in order or not. 
FerE3J)8 it might be more advantageous to take 
Sisepoli bejpre Varna, since ft would impede the 
provisioning both of Varna and of Bourgas. 
Neither Kudshuk nor Silistria need be besieged : 
every place mwer than Silistria should be occupied 
gun-boats. 

JVicollp. Wf must go regularly to work : we 
must take the strong places glong the Danube. 

Micheh The stranger thinks differently, for 
this reason. In the strong places great maga- 
zines are formed, and they are well garnished 
with cann<m ; but the Turks have few waggons, 
few tumbrils, few beasts of burden in them ; and 
those in the country will be seized by our Cos- 
sacks, as well as the grain, the straw, and the hay. 
So there is no danger of their rising in the rear of 
you ; and, were it possible, you have always a 
fierce equal to theirs, in readiness to occupy the 
positionsb 

Nicolas, The distance is greater by the Black 
Sea. • 

Michel, Somewhat : bi t the march is to be 
performed in less time. You have always one 
flank protected : you hay. always fresh food ; you 
have always fresh water ; ou have wine, brandy, 
medicines, iron, wood ; yet have, instead of heat 
and dust and suffocation, i«mperato and salubri- 
ous breezes : you have frequent and commodious 
places for halting, and, what always should be 
well considered, readier ess painful means of 
carrying off the siok and wounded. You never 
need fight unless whereyour fleet and guo-boats 
can co-operate. Quantities of projectiles to any 
amount may attencr the army. If such as have 
lately been invented are employed by your forces, 
undimmishe4 ftnd healthy as they would be, Con- 
stantinople can not resist forty hours, and must 
fim before the end of August. The city will 
blaae in quarters, partly from your fire against 

* TMt WM |Nibli«Jie<l MvenWen months before the passing 
of Urn Ballian* sad the loss of KMHH) horses and oxen. ^ 


pow^ of Europe. Mehemet may reign in 
I Dsj^cus or*Alexandria, possessing a. territory 
than France, Spain, Portugal, Italy, and 
British Isles, united, and c^^^'hle i^th proper 
ms^nagement of supporting m^e iifliabitants than 
the whole number of his present subjects. 

Niedas. In good truth, Michel, 1 do not fear 
any power in Europe: Austria may molest me : 
I can ruin her. One blow, one treacherous act, 
and 1 cast agfirebrand into Italy, and another into 
Hungary, which the world upon it could not 
extinguish. France here would not oppose me. 
Who would then ? The season is hot, the wood 
dry ; a spark is enough : I Would rather not blow 
it, lest the blaze extend too far, and the wind 
carry it back again toward me. There is not a 
government in Europe, among the greater, which 
a touch on the exterior might not overturn. Some 
are laden so heavily with debt they can not keep 
afloat ; others swell with gross affronts ; and others 
agonise with broken promises. Then, between 
ourselves, the rulers are fools and scoundrels, and 
I begin to suspect such characters are going out of 
! repute. 

I Did the traveller say anything of his own 
country ? 

Michl, England, he said, is strong in self- 
defence : but, added he, if her minister had influ- 
ence enough to bring about a iJar, the people 
would refuse to pay Qie taxes. You and she never 
need come in contact: you may injure each 
other’s prosperity ; you can not shake each 
other’s power. Let France play with the Grreks 
until she fall asleep upon them : it is the business 
of England, who ought to have retail t »d^ er 
quest, to beware that Franco does not agadftake 
Egypt. Let England watch her# do youlrather 
encourage and flatter than her. 

Such was the opinion ol the imaginary spy, 

Nicolas. Send him to me : I will give him an 
audience and a star, admit him as a privy coun- 
cillor, and appoint him to a post on the Caspian. 

Miohd. 1 offered him my recomnmndatioDs : 
he declined them gravely and respectfully, giving 
me his reason. 

Nicolai What was it 1 

Michel. He said that, having lately been con- 
versant with Sc^hocles and Plato, he entertidned 
the best-founded hopes, in case of a rnsritix^e war, 
he should be nominated, on some vacancy, as 
worthy of bearing His Britannic Majesty’s 
mission of purser to a fire-ship. 
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le<Sfric and godiva. 


Oodiva, There ie a dearth in the land, my sweet 
IjeoMe 1 Eemember how many wedEs of drought 
we have had, even in the deep pastures of Leices* 
tershire ; and how many Sundays we havg heard 
the same prayers for rain, and supplications that 
it would please the Lord in his mercy to turn | 
aside his anger from the poor pinin^f cattle.^^ou, 
my dear huBband.^ve imprisoned more thai^me 
malefactor for Ic^ng his dead ox in the puun^ 
way ; and^oth^ mn^ds have fled before you out of 
the tra^s, in which they and their sons and their 
daughters, and haply their old fathers and mothers, 
were dragging the abandoned wain homeward. 
Although we were accompanied by many brave 
spearmen and skilful archers, it was perilous to 
pass the creatures which the farm-yarcf'dogs, driven 
from the hearth by the poverty of their masters, 
were tearing and devouring ; while others, bitten 
and lamed, filled the air either with long and deep 
howls or sharp and quick barkings, as they 
struggled with hunger and feebleness or were 
exasperate^l by heat and pain. Nor could the 
thyme from the heath, nor the bruised branches 
of the fir-tree, extinguish or abate the foul 
odour. : 

Leofric, And now, Godiva my darling, thou art 
afraid we should be oaten up before we enter the 
gates of Coventry ; or perchance that in the gar- 
dens there are no roses to greet thee, no sweet 
herbs for tJjy mat and pillow. 

Ooditm. Leofric, I have no such fears. This is 
th6 month of roses : I find them everywhere since i 
my blessed marriage : <ihcy, and all other sweet I 
herbs, I know^;otwhy, seem to greet me wherever 
I look at them, as though they knew and expected 
me. Surely they can not feel feat I am fond of them. 

Leofric. 0 light laughing simpleton ! But what 
wouldst thou 'I I came not hither to pray ; and 
yet if praying would satisfy thee, or remove the 
drought, I would ride up straightway to Saint 
pray until morning. 

I would do the same, 0 Leofric ! but 
God nith turned away his ear from holier lips 
than mine. Would my own dear husband hear 
me, if I implored him for what is easier to accom- 
plish 1 what he can do like God. 

Leofric, How I what is it ? 

Oodiva. 1 would not, in the first hurry of your 
wrath, appeal to you, my loving lord, in behalf of I 
these unhappy men who have offended you. ! 

Leofrk. Unhappy! is that all I 

Oodiva. Unhappy they must surely be, to have 
offended you so grievously. What a soft air 
breathes over usl how quiet and serene and still an 
evening I h8w calm are the heavens and the earth ! 
shall none enjoy them 1 not even we, my Leofric I 
The sun is ready to set : let it never set, O Leofric, 
on your anger. These ar*' not my words; they are 
better than mine; should they lose their virtue 
from my unworthiness in uttering them f 


Leofric. CkxUvB^ wouldst thou ple^ to me fbr 
rebels! ^ 

Oodiva. They have then drawn the sword 
agafiist you ! Indeed I knew it not. 

Leofric. They have omitted *to send me my 
I dues, established by my ancestors, well knowing 
of our i^iptials, and of the charges and festivities 
I they require, and that in a season of such scarcity 
[^y own Isjf ds ^e insuf||cient. *•> 

Godiva. Vf they were starving as they said they 
were r . 

Leofric. Must I starve too ! Is it not en^M^h 
to lose my vassals ! ^ 

Oodiva. Enough ! 0 God I too much ! too much ! 
may you never lose them I Give tljmm life, pdhee, 
comfort, contentment. There areSj^ose among 
them who kissed me in my infaiv?y, and^,.^^h^ 
blessed me at the ba|)tismal font. Leofric, Leofric ! 
the first old man I meet 1 shall thifl^k is one of 
those ; and I shall think on the blessing he gave, 
and (ah me !) on the blessing I bring \>ack to him. 
My heart will bleed, will burst . . and he will weep 
at it 1 he will weep, poor soul I for the wife of & 
cruel lord who denounces vengeand) on i5m/who 
' carries death into hr> family. 

Leofric. We must old solemn festivals. 

Oodiva. We must indeed. 

Leofric. Well then. * 

Oodiva. Is the clamorousness thdt succeeds 
the death of God’s dumb creatures, are crowded 
balls, are slaugbtcred cattle, festivals! are mad- 
dening songs and giddy dances, and hireling 
praises from party-coloured coats ! Can the voice 
a minstrel toll us better things of ourselves 
than our own internal one might tell us ; or can 
his breath make our breath softer in sleep ? 0 my 
beloved I let everything be a joyance to us : it 
will, if we will. Sad is the daj^ and worse must 
follow, when wc hear the blackbird in the garden 
and do not throb with joy. But, Leofric, the 
high festival is strown by the servant of God upon 
the heart of man. It is gladness, it is thanks- 
giving; it is the Orphan, the starveling, pressed to 
the bosom, and bidden as its first commandment 
to remember its benefactor. We will hold this fes- 
tival; the guests are ready ; we may keep it up for 
weeks, and months, and years together, and always 
be the happier and the richer for it. The beverage 
of this feast, 0 fjeofric,^'is sweeter than bee or 
flower or vine can give us : ^ flows from heaven ; 
and in heaven will it abundantly be poured out 
again, to him who pours it out here unsparingly. 
Leojric. Thou art wild. 

Oodiva. 1 have indeed lost mysell Some 
Power, some good kind Power, melts me (body 
and soul and voice) into tenderness and love. 
0, my husband, we must obey it. Look upon me! 
look upon me! lift your sweet eyes from the 
^!uund ! I will not cease to supplicate; 1 dare not. 
Leqfiric. We may think upon it 



LBOFRigt AND GODIVA. 


Oodiva, Never say that 1 What I think upon 
goodness when you can be good ) Let not the in- 
&nt8 cry for sustenance ! The mother of our blessed 
Lord will hear them ; us i^ver, never afterward. 
Leqfric, Here comes the bl^op: we are but 
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they shall smart 


Leqfiric, (aMe), Ay> ay 
though. ^ 

Oodiva. day, deafest Leofrio, is there indeed 
no ojjbier hope, no^ other mediation 1 
iSoJric. 1 haye*sworn : beside^ thou hast made 


one mile fron^ the walls. Why dismountest thou 1 me redden anibtum my &C6 away from thee, and 
no bishop can expect it. Godiva ! my honour all the knaves have seen it : this adds to the 
and rank among med are humbled by this : Dgrl oity*8 cr^e. 

Godwin will hear of it : up ! up 1 the bishop hath ~ ^ 

seen it : he urgeth his horse onward : dost thou 
not hear him now upon the solid turf behind thee 1 
Oodiva. Never, no, never will I rise, 0 lisofrio, 
until y<^ remit this most impious tax, tax on 
hard labour, on hard life. * * ' 


Oodiva. I have blushed too, and was 

not rash nor obdurate. 

But thou, my sweetest, art given lo 
ther^is no conquering it in thee. 1 
^ ^thou hadst not alighted po hastily and 
^ ughly; it hath shaken downi^ she^ of thy 

Leofric. Turn round : look how the fat ^ag hair : take heed thou sit uolf up9n it, dost it 
Ciintiss^ as to the tune of a sinner's psalm, slow angiiish thee. Well done ! it. minglcth now 
aud hard-breathing. What reason or right can sweetly with the cloth of gold upon the saddle, 
the pe6ple have to complain, while their bishop’s running hero and there, as if it had life and 
steed^s so sleek and well caparisoned % Inclination faculties aud business, and were working there- 
to change, d^j^ to abolish old usages . . . Up I upon some ne^er and cunninger device. 0 my 
unM^sham^! They shall smart for it, idlers! beauteous Eve I there is a Paradise about, thee 1 
Sir Dislrop, 1 must blush for my young bride. the world is refreslied as thou movest and 
. Oodiva. husband, my Husband I will you breathest on it. I can not see or think of evil 
pardon the city 1 where thou art. I could throw my arms even 

Leofric. Siy bishop 1 I could not think you here about thee. No signs for me ! no shaking 
would have seen her in this plight. Will I par- of sunbeams ! no reproof or fi-own or wonderment 
d(»i yea, Godiva, by the holy rood, will I pardon . I icill say it . . . now then for v^rse . . . 
the cfty,*^hen •thou ridest naked at noontide I could close with my kisses thy half-open lips, ay, 
through the streets. ^ and those lovely and loving eyes, before the people. 

Oodiva. #0 my dear cruel J^pofric, where is the Oodiva. To-morrow you shall kiss me, and 
lieart you gave me ! It was not so I can mine they shall bless you for it. I shall be veiy pale, 
have hardened it I • for to-night I must fast and pray. 

Biahop. Ewl, thou abasheat thy spouse ; she Leofric. I do not hear thee ; the voicea of the 
turneth pale and weopeth. Lady Godiva, peace folk are so loud under this archway, 
be with thee. Oodiva ( to Iv&reelf). God help them ! good 

Oodiva. Thanks, holy man ! peace will be with kind souls ! I hope they will not crowd about me 
me when peace is with your city. Did you hear so to-morrow. 0 Leofric ^ could my name be 


my lord’s cruel word 
Bishop. 1 did, lady. • 

Godiva. Will you remember it, and pray 
against it? 

Bishop. Wilt th(^ forget it, daughter? 

Oodiva. I am not oftended. 

Bishop. Angel of peace and purity ! 


forgotten I and yours alone remembered ! But 
perhaps my innocence may save 'Ine from re- 
proach ! and how maj^^ as innocent are in fear 
and famine I No eye will open on me but fresh 
from tears. What a young mother for so large a 
family ! Shall my youth liarm mo 1 Under God s 
hand it gives me courage. Ah, when ill the 


Oodiva. But treasure it up in your heart: j morning come ! ah, when will the noon 
"^eem it an incense, good only when it is con- 

Burned and spent, ascending with prayer and | The stor> vif CioUiva, nt our of whoso flttival*’ lR,frs I 
sacrifice. And now what was it ? was present in my boyhood, hjis alwj;„ s iKucul intt^ested 

Bishop. Christ save us! that he will pardon me; andl wroteapoem on it, ^ -.Uug.Ireinemberjby the 

the city when thou ridest ruiked through the Whenl.howed Ittoto 

, ° whom I had most confidence, he began to scoff at the sub- 

StreetS at noon. J^ct ; and on his reaching the last line, his laughter was 

Oodiva. Did he not swear a>n oath ? loud and immoderate. This conversation has brought 

Bishop, He swarc by tb% holy upod. both laughter and stanza back to me, and the ^mestneas 

Oodiva. My Redeemer! thou hast heard it! which I entreated and implored my frionAot 

I • heart-striokonly and desperately was I 

**'r^^* tJ *1. u • • The verses are these. If anyone else should wish 

Leqfnc. We are now upon the beginning of the another laugh at me. 
pavement : these are the suburbs : let us think of 

feasting : we may pray afterward ; to-morrow we In every hou^ in every mood, 

shall rest. Olody, it is sweet and good 

No judgments then to-morrow, Leofriol ^ 

Lecjfrie. None : wo will carouse. , When we haro oeawd to ble« snd pray, 

Oodiva. The saints of heaven have given me To dream on thy long hair. 

l(trengUi and confidenoe: my prayers are he8rj.i.ijM», the peppermint be sUU prowtog on the bank to that 
the heart of my beloved is now softened. ^ | place i— w. s l. 
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WANTON, COT^TON 

WaUm, Qod be with thee and fteaerve tbeoi 
old Ashbourne I thou art verily the phnifiantest 

g ^Oe upon his earthy I mean from Maj^y till 
ichaelmas. Son Cotton, let us tarry a little 
here upon the bridge^ Did you ever see greener 
meadows than these on cither hand? Aifc what 
Bays that fine lofty spire upon the foft> a trofeng- 
lirie’s cast from is 1 It says methinks, Hieing 
be the hord fot this bounty : come hither ancr 
repeaff^it besfde ide.” How my jade wincesj I 
wish the strawberry-spotted trout, and ash- 
coloured grayling under us, had the bree that 
idagues thee so, my merry wench! Look, my 
son, at the great venerable house opposite. You 
know these parts as well as I do, »r better ; are 
you acquainted with the worthy who lives over 
there ? 

Cotton, I can not say I am. 

Walton. You shall be then. He has resided 
here forty-five years, and knew intimately our 
good Doctor Donne, and (I hear) hath some of his 
verses, written when he was a stripling or little 
better, the which we come after. 

Cotton, That, I Imagine, must be he 1 the man 
in black, walking above the house. . 

Walton, Truly said on both counts. Willy - 
Old ways ; sure enough ; and he doth walk above ' 
his house-top. The gardens hero, you observe, 
overhang the streets. 

Cotton. Ashbourne, to my mind, is the pret- 
tiest town in England* 

Wallon. And therq^ is nowhere between Trent 
and Tweed a sweeter stream for the trout, I do 
assure you, tnan the one our horses are bestriding. 
Those in my opinion wq^o very wise men who 
conscemtod certain streams to the Muses : I know 
not whether I can say so much of those who added 
the mountains. Whenever I am beside a river 
or rivulet on a sunny day, and think a little 
let images warm into life about me, 
an^k joyous sounds increase and multiply in their 
innc^;cuce, tke sun looks brighter and feels 
warmer, and I am readier to live, and less unready 
to die. 

Son Cotton ! these light idle brooks, 

Peeping into so many nooks, 

Yet have not for their idlest wave 
Tlio leisure ynu may think they have: 

Nib, not the little ones that run 
And hide behind the first big stone, 

When they have squirted in the eye 
Of their next neighbour passing by 
Nor yonder curly sideling fellow 
Of tones than Pan’s own flute more mellow. 

Who learns his tune and tries it over 
AaVhrl ^ho fain would please her lover. 

Something has each of them to say, 

He soys it and then runs away, 

And pays It in another place, 

Oontinuing the unthrifty chase. 

We kaveae many tales to tell. 

And look as gay and run as well. 


AND OLDWAYfi.^ 

But leave another to pursue 
What we had promised we would do, 

f Till in the order God has fated. 

One after one precipitated, 

Bliether we would on^ or wo^d mi on, 

Jast like Ihetc idle wares, son Cotton ! 

Andfnow I have taken yCu hv Burprim, 1 
will haveifinished or unfinished) the versps yon 
?natched^OKt *of myfhand, and promised ino 
another tiiie, when you awoke this morning. 

GlftUm, If you must have them, here they^are. 

Walimi {reads). 

Rocks under Okeover park paling 
Better than Ashbourne suit the grayling. 

Reokless of people springs the tA^ 

Tossing his vacant bead about, ^ 

And his distinotion-stars, as one « 

Not to be touched but looked upon. 

And smirks atkanoe, as who 8houb|,8ay 
“ 1 *d lay now (if I e’er did lay) 

** The brightest fly that shines above, 

•* You know not what I'm thinkinA'of ; 

“ What you are, I can plainly tell, 

And so, my gentles, fare ye well !*’ ^ 

Heigh ! heigh ! what have we hero^^ a double 
hook with a bairujion each side, faith! son 
Cotton, if my friend Oldways had seen these, 
not the verses T h^'^e been reading, but these 
others I have run over in silence, would have 
reproved me, in his mild amicable way, for my 
friendship with one who, at two-and-twenty, could 
either know so much or invent so much about 
a girl. He remarked to me, the last time we 
met, that our climate was more backward and 
V)ur youth more forward than anciently; and, 
taking out a newspaper from under the cushion 
of his arm-chair, showed me a paragraph, with 
a cross in red ink, and seven or eight marks 
of admiration, some on one^kide, Bome on the 
other, in which there was mention made of 
a female servant, who, hardly sevpnteen years 
old, charged her master^s son, who was bareljb^n 
two older . . . t 

Cotton. Nonsense! nonsense! impossible! 

Walton. Why, he himself seemed to express a 
doubt; for beneath was written, '*Qu: if peijured . . 
which God forbid! May all turn out to his 
glory!” 

Cotton. But Really I^^do not recollect that paper 
of mine, if mine it be, which appears to have stuck 
against the Okeover-palin^ lines. 

Walton. Look ! they are both on the same 
scrap. Truly, son, there are girls here and there 
who might have said as much as thou, their proc- 
tor hast indited for them ; they have such f^oward 
tongues in their heads, some of them. A breath 
keeps, them in motion, like a Jew’s harp, God 
know how long. If you do not or wiH not reooL 
the verses on this indorsement^ I will read 
them again, and aloud. 



WAl/POK, OOfPOJI, AKD OLDWATa .67« 


(htkm. Pray do not baulk your fiuuqr. 

WaUm (read$). 

Where 'to tnyai»rony Ivittfstber 
Dftffodilto and kingoiu^ rathar 
Than ^eve ilUy aonltoi 
False as oats and dull as owla 
Looking up into my eyes 
And half-blinding me with sighs. 

Cate, forsooth f ChoU,^ and cry you mercy! 
Have ftey no better words than those for civil 
people! Did any young woman really ^^se the 
expre^sk'ns, bating the metre, or can ygu have 
contrived them out of pum likelihpod f» 

CoUoTi. I will not gratify your liriosity at 
present, • 

W^UcoL. Anon then. 

Here 1 stretch myself along. 

Tell a tale or sing a song, 

By my wusin Sue or Bet . . 

An^^/dinner here 1 get 
Str^berries, curds, or what I please, 

With%y bread upon my knees ; 

And when I have had enopgb, 

Bhalli^, and off to blindman*t huff. 

Spoken in the character of amaiden^ it seems, who 
little knowQ< in her innocence, that hlvnd man*$ 
is a perilous gam^ 

Y«ju liking, I perceive, from off the 
stroamlef toward the church. In its chancel lie 
the first and last of the Oocklfynes. Whole races 
of men h^vo been extermiuited by war and pesti- 
lence ; families and names have slipped down and 
lost themselves by slow an3 imperceptible decay ; 
but I doubf whether any breed of fish, with heron 
and otter and angler in pursuit of it, hath been 
extinguished since the Heptarchy. They might 
humble our pride a whit, methinks, though they 
hold their tongues. The people here entertain a 
strange prejudice against the nim-eyes. • 

CoUon. What, in the name of wonder, is that 1 
Walton, At your years do not you know 1 It 
is a tiny kind of lamprey, a finger long ; it sticketh 
to the stones bj»it8 sucker, and if you are not 
warier and more knowing than folks in general 
from the ^uth, you might take it for a weed ; it 
^ wriggles its whole body to and fro so regularly, 
and is of that dark colour which subaqueous weeds 
are often of, as though they were wet through, 
which they are not any more than land-weeds, 
if one may believe young Doctor Plott, who told 
me BO in confidence. 

Hold my mare, son Cottoi , I will try whether 
my whip can reach the window, when 1 have 
mounted the bai^, ^ * 

Cotton. Curious ! middle of a street to be 

lower than the side by several feet. People would 
not believe It in London or Hull. 

Walton. Ho 1 lass ! tell the good parson, your 
master, o|; his wife if she be nearer at hand, that 
two friends would dine with him ; Charles Cotton, 
kinsman of Mistress Cotton of the Peak, and his 
humble servant Izaao Walton. ^ 

Ctrl, If you are come, gentles, to dine with 
mailer, 1 will make another kidney-pudding firlt, 
while lam about it, and then tell him : nil bni 


we bare enough and to spare, yet master and 
mistreat Idve to see plenty, and to welcome with 
no snob peacods as wofda 

WidUtm. Do, thou hearty jade, trip it, and tell 
i him. 

Cbtfon, I u^l answer for it» thy friend is a good 
soul : I perceive it in the heartinew and alacrity 
of the f ench. She glories in hia hoi|>itality, and 
it renders her labour a delight, 

Wc^n. Ho wants nothing, yet he keeps the 
grandnar-schoaL and is ready to receive, as private 
tu^, any young gentleman iib pflsparation for 
. t:lxford or Cambridge ; hut nnl| one. They live 
I like princes, converse like iriana8,«aha'*pj)rt like 
lovfirs.* 

i Cotton. Her© he cornea: I never saw such 
profusion of snow-white hair. 

Walton. Let us go up and meet him, 

Oldwoiy^, Welcome, mj friends ! will you walk 
hack into tne house or sit awhile in the shade 
here! 

Walton. We will sit down in the grass, on each 
^ side of your arm-chair, good master William, 
Why, how is this 1 here are tulips and other 
flowers by the thousand growing out of the turf. 
You are all of a piece, my sunny sainP; you are 
always concealing the best things about you, 
j except your counsel, your raisin-wine, and your 
j money. 

Oldways. The garden was once divided by 
borders : a young gentleman, my private pupil, 
was fond of leaping : his heels ruined my choicest 
; flowers, ten or twenty at a time. I remonstrated : 
j he patted me on the shoulder, and said, My 
I dear Mr. Oldwaya, in these borders if you miss a 
j flower you arc uneasy ; now, if the whole garefen 
were in turf, you would b«? delighted to discover 
one. Turf it then, and leave the f%>wer8 to grow 
or not to grow, as may happen.” I mentioned: 
it to my wife : " Supjibse we do,” said she. It was 
done; and the boy’s remark, I have found by 
experience, is true. 

Walton. You have some very nice flies about 
the trees here, friend Oldways. Oharlps, do p^- 
thee lay thy hand upon that green one: '^%^itfas 
it ! he has it ! bravely done, n^n my lile ! I 
never saw anything achieved so adicdrnhly i . not 
a wing nor an antenna the r "rse for it. Put him 
! into this box. Thou art caught, but shalt catch 
; others : lie softly. 

j CoUon. The transport of dad Walton will carry 
him off (I would lay a wager) from the object of 
his ride. 

OldjJoa/yo, What was that, sir 1 

♦ I pay ibis tribute to my worthy old tutor, Mr. Langley 
of Ashbourne, und^ whose tuition 1 paased a year Iwtween 
Rilgby at)4 Oxford. He would take only^ne j^ivate 
pupil, and never had but ms. The fcindneaa of bim and 
hia wife to ms was parental. They died nearly together ; 

I about five-and-twenty years ago. Never was a y^th 
* bleat with three such indulgent and affeoiionate pdvate- 
I tuatoiis. aa I was i hy the e ljgiS Bt and generous 

! Pootqr 4Qhn Bleath at Rugby, and aftcir by the saintly 
I BeowsU at 8. L. 
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Coteon. Old Doime, 1 suepect^ is nothing to 
such a fly» * „ * * 

WaUm. All things in their season. 

CotUm, Ooine> I carried the r6(U in my hfhd 
all the way. 

Oldway$, I norer could have bdieved^ xnaster 
Isaac, that you would hare trusted your tackle 
out of your own hand. * 

Wcdton. Without cogent reason, no indeed: 
but . . let me whisper. 

I told youngster it was becauib I caril^ a 
hunting-whip, and could not hold that and 
too. Bul^.why dil I carry it, bethink you 1 

(Mynys, I t?an Hot guess. 

WalioTi, I roust come behind your chair &nd 
whisper softlier. I have that in my pocket which 
might make the dogs inquisitive and troublesome 
. . a rare paste, of my own invention. When son 
Cotton sees me draw up gill after gil]^ and he can 
do nothing, he will respect me : not that 1 have 
to complain of him as yet : and he shall know the 
w'hole at supper, after the first day’s sport 

Cotton. Have you asked 1 

Walton. Anon : have patience. 

Cotton, Will no reminding do 1 Not a rod or 
line, or fl/of any colour, false or true, shall you 
have, dad Izaac, before you have made to our 
kind host here your intended application. 

Oldways, No ceremony with me, I desire. 
Speak and have. 

Walton, Oldways, I think you were curate to 
master Donne ? 

Oldways. When I was first in holy orders, and 
he was ready for another world. 

Walton. I have heard it reported that you have 
some of his earlier poc^y. 

Oldways. I have (I believe) a trifle or two : but 
if he were livihg he would not wish them to see 
the light 

Walton. Why not 1 he had nothing to fear : 
his fame was established ; and he was a discreet 
and holy man. 

Oldways. He was almost in his boyhood when 

3 ^it, being but in bis twenty-third year, 
ject to fits of love. 

n. Thistpassion then can not have had for 
;t the daughter of Sir George More, whom 
he saw not until afterward. 

Oldways. No, nor was that worthy lady called 
Margaret, as was this, who scattered so many 
pearls in his path, he was wont to say, that 
he j«rod queasUy on them and conld never skip 
them. 

Walton. Let us look at them in his poetry. 
Oldvmys. I know not whether he wohld consent 
thereto, were he living, the lines running bo totally 
on the amorous. ' 

irSi(on.*Faith and troth i we mortals are odd 
Ashes. We care not how many see us in choler, 
whp we rave and bluster and make as much 
noise and bustle as we can : but if the kindest 
and most generous affection comes across us, we 
suppress every sign ef it, and bide ourselves in 
nooks and (joverta. Out with tuiL drawer, my 


dear Oldways; we have seen Donne^s sting; in 
justice to himletusnowhave asample of his honey. 

Oldways, Strange, ih^t you never asked me 
b^ore. ' ^ 

WaJUon, I am fidn to write his life, 90 W one can 
sit by Dove-side and hold the paper upon one’s 
knaOi without fear that some unlucky catchpole of 
a rhenmaUsm tip one upon the shoulder. 1 have 
many things to say in Donne’s &vour : let me add 
to them, )>y your assistance, that he not only loved 
well au^ truly, as was proved in his marriage, 
though li]^ a good angler he changed his fl<y, and 
not at Masons cfbt his rod over the same 
water; buvthat his heart opened early to the 
genial affections; that his satire was onljj^Jbe 
overflowing of his wit ; that he made it administer 
to his duties ; that he ordered it to officiate Sa he 
would his curate, and perform half the 8 ervie 3 of 
the church for him. 

CoUm, Pray, who was the object^' his affec- 
tions 1 ‘ 

Oldways, The damsel was Mistre^ Margaret . 
Hayes. 

Cotton. I am curious to know, if you will in- 
dulge my curiosity, what figure of a Voman she 
might be. * , » 

Oldways. She was of lofty stature, fSf*Lh*aired 
(which some folks (^slike), but with comely white 
eyebrows, a very slcjjder transparent nose, and 
elegantly thin lips, covering uitli due astringoncy 
a treasure of pearls beyond price, which, as her 
lover would have it, she never o8tent#*/tiously dis- 
played. Her chin was somewhat long, with what 
1 should have simply called a sweet dimple in it, 
quite proportionate ; but Donne said it was more 
than dimple; that it was peculiar; that her 
angelic face could not have existed without it, nor 
if without her angelic face; that is, unless by a 
new dispensation. He was much taken thereby, 
and mused upon it deeply ; calling it in moments 
of joyousness the cradle of all |weet fancies, and 
in hours of suffering from her sedateness, the vale 
of death. 

Waltmi. So ingenious are men whenf*the spring 
torrent of passion shakes up and carries away their • 
thoughts, covering (as it were) the green mea- 
dow of still homely life with pebbles and shingle, 
some colourless and obtuse, some sharp and 
sparkling. 

Cotton. I hope he was happy in her at last. 

Oldways. Ha ! ha ! here we have ’em. Strong 
lines 1 Happy, igo ; he^rvas not happy. He was 
forced to renounce her by what he then called his 
evil destiny ; and wishing, not to forget her, 
yet to assuage his grief under the impediments to 
their union, he made a voyage to Spain and the 
Azores with the Earl of Essex. When this passion 
first blazed out he was in his twentieth'^ear ; for 
the physit^s do tell us that where the genius is 
ardenlK;the passions are precocious. The lady had 
profits by many more seasons than he had, and 
diried with her manifestly the fruits of circum- 
speetbn. No benefice falling unto him, nor indeed 
there being fit preparation, she submitted to the 
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will of Providence. Howbeit, he could not bring Izdac. He has an inkling of it, I misgive me. 
hifi mind to reason until ten years after, when he Cottar, How coujd he write so smoothly in hii 
married the daughter of the worshipful Sir George affliction, when he exhibited nothing of the same 
More. kna^k afterward.# 

GoUon, I do not know whether the arduous step Izaac, I don’t know ; unless it may be that 
of matrimony, on which many a poor fellow has men’s verses Tike their knees stiffen by age. 
broken his shin, is a step geometrically calculated Oldwaya. 1 do like vastly your glib verses ; but 
fbr bringing us to Beason : but I have seen I%s- you cai^not be at once easy and majestical. 
sion run up it in a minute, and down it in half WaUon. It is only our noble rivers that eiyoy 
a one. this privilege. The greatest conqueror in the 

Oldwaya. Young gentleman ! my patron the world ^ver haj so many triumphal arches erected 
doctor xas none of the light-hearted and oblivious, to h^ as our middle-sized brooks have. 

Cotthn. Truly I should think it y. matter , ^dwaya. Now, master Izaak, r>y your leave, I 
to forget such a beauty as iils muse an(^ his chapn do think you are wrong in .callipg ^em tri- 
Iain have described ; at least if one had ever stood umpdial. Tho ancients would have it that Sl’ches 


upoB^he bnnk of matrimony with her. It is 
allowable^ I A ope, to be curious concerning the 
termination of so singulal* an attachment. 


OMioays. Shj^ would listen to none other. 


over waters were signs of subjection. 

WaltoTi,. The ancients may have what they 
will, excepting yonr good company for the even- 
ing, which (please God !) we shall keep to our- 
CoUon. iiy she must have had good ears to selves. Thej^were mighty people for subjection 

' and subjugation. 

Oldwaya. Virgil says, " Pontem indignatus 
Araxes.” 

WaJtxyn. Araxes was testy enough under it, I 


1 ]_ 

No" pretender had the hardihood to 
.come fonv'arij too obtrusively. Donne had the mis- 
fortune, as he then thought it, to outlive her, after 


a courtship ot about five j^ears, which enabled him I dare to aver. But what have you to say about 
to contemplate her ripening beauties ?»t leisure, ' the matter, son Cotton ? 

aiMjio bend over the opening flowers of her virtues i Cotton. I dare not decide either against my 
and aftco^plisliitients. Alas ! they were lost to | father or mine host, 
the world (unless by example) ij|^ her forty-seventh : Oldwaya. So, we arc yet no friends, 
spring. • ^ , Cotton. Under favour then, I would say that 

He might then leisurelyhend over them, ! we hut acknowledge the power of rivers and 
and quite as easily shake tile seed out as smell runlets in bridging them ; for without so doing 
Ihem. Did rJic refuse him then? we could not pass. We are obliged to offer thorn a 

Oldwaya. He dared not ask her. crown or diadem as the price of their acquiescence. 

Cotton. Why, verily, I should have boggled at Oldwaya. Bather do I think that wc are feuda- 
that said vale (I think) myself. tory to them much in tho same manner as thb 

Oldwaya. Isaac! our young friend master Cotton dukes of Normandy were to ihe kings of France, 

is not sedate enough yet, I suspect, for a rightj pulling them out of their beds, or n^p^king them 

view and perception of poetry. I doubt whether lie narrowly and uneasily therein, 
these affecting verses on her loss will move him Walton. Is that bo>ween thy fingers. Will, 
greatly ; somewhat, yes ,* there is in the beginning another piece of honest old Donne's poetry ? 
so much simplicity*, in the middle BO much reflec- Old' "ny'^. Yes; these and one other are the 
tion, in the close so much grandeur and sublimity, only pieces I have kept : for we often aw ay 

no Boholarcan peruse them without strongemotion. or neglect, in the lifetime of our irien^, those ^ 
Take and rej^i them. things which in some following age are AduxJtQiilr 

• Cotton,. Come, come; do not keep them to after through all the libraries in the world. What 
yourself, dad I I have the heart *of a man, and I am about to read he composed in ibe meri|ian 
will bear the recitation as valiantly as may be. heat of youth and genius. 


“She wuH BO bottiitiful, had God but died 
For her, and none bcHide, 

Reeling with holy joy from eaet to west 
Earth would have sunk down blest ; 

And, burning with bright zeal, tho buoyant ^un ^ 
Cried thru* his worlds wtU donel" 

He must have had an eye on the Psalmist ; for 
would nof asseverate that he was inspired. 


Walton. I will read aloud the best stanza onlv 
What strong language ! 

Ber one hair would hold a drugon, 

Her one eye would burn an earth : 

Fall, my tears J fill each ^bur fimt^^n ! 

Millions fall ! .dearth i a dearth ! 

Cotton. The Doctor must have been desperate I 
about the fair Margaret. Master Walton, in the theological sense of the 

WaUon. His verses are fine indeed : one feels word ; but I do verily believe I discover herp a 
for him, poSv man ! thread of the mantle. * 

Cotton. And wishes him ^eaherto Stourbridge, Cotton. And with enough of the nap on it to 
or some other glass-fiimaee. He must have ^en keep him hot as a mui^ when one slips tb# 
at great charges. butter in. 

Oldwaya. Lord help the youth 1 tell him^ Oldwaya. True. Nobody would dare to epeak 
Izaak, ihod is poetical, and means nothing. ^ " | thus but from auth^ty. The Greeks and Romani, 
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he remarked, had neat baskets, but scanty simples ; 
and did not press them do^ so closely as they 
might hare done ; and were fonder of nosegays 
than of sweet>pot8. He told me the rose of Paphos 


Yoluihes and volumes are under these words 
Briefly, he could And no other &uliB in his beloved 
than the defences of her virgin chastity against 
his marital and portly^ardour. What can be more 


was of one species, the rose of Sharon of another. | delicately or more learnedly expressed t 
Whereat he burst forth to the pur^e, I WaU&n, This is the poetry to reason upon from 

i morning to night. 

By my conscience is it ! he wrongs H 
greatly who ventures to talk a word about it, 
unless after long reflection, or after the instruction 


** Rather give me the lasting rose of Sharon, 

But dip It In the oil that oil’d thy beard, O Aai^i^n .'** 

Nevertheless, I could* poroeive that he was of so 


equal a mind that he liked them equally i^their of the profound author. 

due season. Thhse miycstical verfes , . . Oldwaya, Izaak,thou luist ason worthy of thee. 

Cotton. I am Inxious to hoar the last of ’em?^,!nr about** to become ^ . . the son here Vf thy 
Oldwcm^^s. No vender : and I will joyfuBy gi^tadoption . how gxav^nd thoughtful ! 
iiL. TT *1.;- i These verses are testimonials of a fine 

I fancy in Donne ; and I like the man the «4^ter 


tify sC^laudalue a wish. He wrote this among the 
earliest ; 


who admits Love into his study late and early : 
for which two reasons T seized the lines Itt first 
with some avidity. On second thoughts, hoW^ever, 
I doubt whether I shall insert tn^ in my bio- 
graphy, or indeed hint at the origip of th ^ I n 
the whole story of his marriage with the daughter 
of Sir Gteorge More there is somethl9^g so sacredly 
romantic, so fiill of that which bursts from the 
tenderest heart and from the purest* that I would 
admit no other light or landscape to the portrai- 
ture. For if there is augnt, precedent or suK^e- 
quent, that ofimids our view df an cldiBirable 
character, or intercepts or lessens it, wo may 


J\m<> was proud, Minerva stom, 

VenuK would rather toy than learn. 

What fault Is there In Margaret Rayca ? 

Her high disdain and pointed Btfya 

I do not know whether, it being near our dinner- 
time, I ought to enter so deeply as I could into a 
criticism on it, which the doctor himself, in a 
single evening, taught mo how to do. Charley 
is rather of the youngest ; but I will be circum- 
spect. ^hat Juno was proud may be learned 
from Virgil. The following passages in him and 
other Latin poets . . . 

Cotton. We will examine them all after dinner, 
my dear sir. surely cast it down«: and suppress it, f:nd neither 

Oldwayn. The nights are not mighty long ; but l>e called injudicious nor disingenuous. I think 
we shall find time, I trust. it no more requisite to note eveiy fit of anger or 

M Minerva stern.” chronicle the returntt of a hiccup, 

I or the times a man rubs between his fingers a 
Excuse me a moment : my Homer is in the study, ' sprig of sweet-briar to extract its smell, lict the 
ahd my memory is less exact than it was formerly, character be taken in the complex ; and let the 
Cotton. 0 my good Mr. Oldways ! do not, in more obvious and best peculiarities be marked 
God's name J let us lose a single moment of your plainly and distinctly, or (if those predominate) 
precious company. Doctor Donne could require the worst. These latter I leave to others, of whom 
no support from these heaf^hens, when he had the the school is full, who like anatomy the better 
dean and chapter on his side. ' because the subject of their incisions was hanged. 

Oldways. A few parallel passages . . One would When I would sit upon a baek in my angling I 
wish to write as other people have written. j look for the even turf, and do not tnist myself so 

Cotton. We must sleep at Uttoxeter. ’ willingly to a rotten stump or a sharp one, I am 

^ GhWVa- I hope not not among those who, speaking ill of lihe virtuous, 

Wodton. We must indeed ; and if we once ^ say, Truth obliges me to coidess . , the interest?^ 
get j^nto yotA^ learning, we shall be carried down I of Learning arid of Society demand from me . . . 


the stream, without the power even of wishing to 
mount it. 

Oldways. Well, I will draw in then, 

** Venus would rather toy than learn.’* 

Now, filter Izaak, does that evinee a knowledge 
of the world, a knowledge of men and manners, 
or not 1 In our days we have nothing like it : 


and such things ; when this Truth of theirs is the 
elder sister of Malevolence, and teaches her half 
her tricks; and when the interests of Learning and 
of Society may be found in the printer’s ledger, 
under the autW's name, by the side of shillings 
aud pennies. « ^ 

Oldways. Friend Izaak^vou are indeed exempt 
. from all suspicion of malignity ; and I never heard 

e™tc ymiom I Reason and mutate aa you that yon wrry in yonr pocket the 

W of Society for the man^ement of 

tho,bwnt.fuI trust m their beAity and how httle wrld below. Verily do £ 

they eatn from expenenc^ awl how they tnfle h^heve that both Society and LearnSig will par- 
nd toy. Cwt^y the Yenns bare la Yenus though yon nerer talk of jntrvtttnp, or 

IJ^ia; the doetowonW diss^te upen none enyaiing.or oren^nj/t^Vorem^oy 

other ; yet even ^ being a Venus . . . tho eex , ^ g their behalf^ from thi 

B m seic - e i Y^ods and forests, the chase and butchery. 

••Her high diwiafa end poC': *4 stays.** Dofine foil into unhappiness by aiming ait 
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MponaaJi with » person of higher condition than i plaJbs. Donne was none such : he loved his 


himself. 

Walton. 

upon one who was ; and in most cases 1 would 
recommend it ratl>er than the contrary, for the 
advantage*of the children in their manners and 
in their professions. 

Light and worthless men, I have always^ ob- 
served, choose the society of those who are either j garden-gate : I hear the ladle against the lock 
much above or much below them ; and, like dust I dinnei; waits for us. 
and loose feathers, are rarely to be foun\^. in their ! . . 


equals^ and would hnd them where he could : 
His affections happened to alight ' when he could not find them, he could sit alone. 

Tliis seems an* easy matter : and yet, masters, 
there are m^re people who could run along a 
rope from yonder spire to this grassplot, than can 
do it. 

OldJsayt. Gome, gentles ; the girl raps aL vae 


METELL JS AND MARIUS. 


MeteUiu. Well met. Gains Marius ! My orders 
arc to find instantly a centurion who shall mount 
the^ walls ; on®' capable of observation, acute in 
remark, pi^ mpt, calm, active, intrepid. The 
^ijp^tians^vre sacrificing to the Gods in secrecy: 
they nave solinded the horp once only; and 
hoarsely, anSir few, and mournfully. 

Marim. Was that ladder I see yonder among 
the caper-brahes and purple lilies, under where 
the figtree grows out pf the rampart, left for me 1 
Metelfv4i, Even so, wert thou willing. Wouldst 
thou ‘mov.nt it » 

Marim. Rejoicingly. If mono are below or 
near, ma> I explore the 8ta4;e of things by enter- 
ing the city ? 

MeUllus. Use thy discrelion in that. 

What setat thou I Wouldst thou leap down I 
(oft the ladder. 

Marius. Are there spikes in it where it sticks 
in the turf 1 1 should slip else. 

MeteUm. How 1 bravest of our centurions, art 
even thou afraid 1 Seest thou any one by ? 

Marius, Ay ; some hundreds close beneath me. 
MeteUm. il^tire then. Hasten back ; I will i 
protect thy descent. I 

Marius. May I speak, O Metellus, without an 
offence to discipline I 
MeteUm. Say. 

Marim. listen ! Dost thou not hear ! 

* MeteUm. Shame on thee ! alight, alight ? my 
shield shall cover thee. j 

Marim. There is a murmur like the hum of 
bees in the beanfield of Cereate ; * for the sun is 
hot, and the ground is thiivt . When will it 
have drunk up for me the bfeod that has run, 
and is yet oozing on it, from those fresh bodies 1 
MeteUm. Howl We ha^e not fbught for many 
days : what bodies th^p are fresh ones ? < 

Marius. Glose beneath the wall are those of j 
infants and of girls : in the middle of the road are ' 
youths, emaciated; some either unwounded or 
wounded <nonths ago ; some on their spears, 
others on their swords : no few have received in 
mutual death the last interchange of friendship ; 
their daggers unite them, hilt to hilt, bosdbi to 
losom. 

* The farm of Marius, near Arpinum. ! 


MeteUm. Mark rather the living . . . wha 
are they about % 

Marim. About the sacrifice, which portends 
them, I conjecture, but little good, it bums sul- 
lenly and slowly. The victim will lie upon the 
pyre till morning, and still be unconsumed, unless 
they bring more fuel. 

I will leap down and walk on cautiously, and 
return with tidings, if death should spare me. 

Never was any race of mortals so uiiJxiilitaiy as 
these Niimantians : no watch, no stations, no pali- 
sades across the streets. 

MeteUm. Did they want then all the wood for 
the altar I 

Marim. It appears so . . I will return anon. 

MeteUm. The Gods speed thee, my brave honest 
Marias ! 

Marius {returned). The ladder should have 
been better spiked for that slippery ground. , J 
am down again safe however. Here a man may 
walk securely, and wii hout> picking his steps, 

Metellus. Tell me, Caiifr, what tl on sawest. 

Marius. The streets of Numantia. 

Metellus. Doubtless^ but what else I 

Marim. The temples and markets and places 
of exercise and fountains. 

MeteUm. Art thou crazed, cencui ion ! what 
more ? speak plainly, at once, and brieiW. ^ 

Marim. I beheld then all Numantia. 

MeteUm. Has terror maddened bast. thou 
descried nothing of the iubnb^cants but kbose 
carcases under the ram pans ( 

Marim. Those, 0 Metellus, lie scattered, al- 
though not indeed far asunder. The greater part of 
the soldiers and citizens, of the fathers, husbands, 
widows, wives, espoused, were assembled together. 

MeteUm. About the altar 1 ^ * 

Marius, Upon it. . 

Metellus.s^ busy and earnest in devotion ’ *>ut 
how all upon it 1 

Marius. It blivcd under them and over them 
and round about them. « ^ 

MeteUm. Immortal Gods ! Art thou sane, 
Caius Marius ! Thy visage is scorched : thy speech 
may wander after such an enterprise ; thy shield 
burns my hand. 

Marim. I thought it had cooled again. Why 
truly, it seems ’ ..I : I now feci 
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Mefdiut. Wipe off those embers. 

JUamut, ’Twere better : tfitere bS none 
opposite to shake them upon, for some time. 

The funereal horn, that sounded with such fte* 
blenessi, sounded not so ffom the^^int heart of 
him who blew it. Him I saw : him only of the 
living. Should I say it? there was another : there 
was one child whom its parent could libtkill, 
eould not part from.^ She had hidden it in her 
tobe, I suspect ; and, "when the fire had r^a< 2 heu 
It, either It shrieked or she did. lor sudd^ly a 
ciy pierced throi:^h the crackling pinewood, and 
something of rovhd in figure fell from brand td‘ 
brandy, until ii^ireaehed the pavement, at the feet 
of hhn who had blown the horn. I rushed towbrd 
him ; for I wanted to hear the whole story, and 
felt the pressure of time. Condemn not my weak- 
ness, 0 Omcilius ) 1 wished an enemy to live an 
hour longer; for my orders were to ^explore and 
bring intelligence. When I gazed on him, in 
highth almost gigantic, 1 wondered not that the 
blast of his trumpet was so weak : rather did I 
wonder that Famine, whose hand had indented 
every limb and feature, had left him any voice 
articulate. I rushed toward him however, ere 
my eyes h&d measured either his form or strength. 
He held the child against me, and staggered 
under it. 

" Behold,” he exclmmed, ** the glorious orna- 
ment of a Koman triumph ! ” 

I stood horror-stricken ; when suddenly drops, 
as of rain, pattered down from the pyre. I look^ ; 
and many were the precious stones, many were 
the amulets and rings and bracelets, and other 
barbaric ornaments, unknown to me in form or ‘ 
purpose, that tinkled on the hardened and black 
branches, from mothere and wives and betrothed | 
maids; and t5me too, I can imagine, from ro-; 
buster arms, things of joyance, won in battle. The ! 
crowd of incumbent bodies was so dense and 
heavy, that neither the fire nor the smoke could 
penetrate upward from among them ; and they 
sank, whole and at once, into the smouldering 
^Avem e|'<en out below. He at whose neck hung 
the Mmpet, felt this, and started. 

« There is ^et room,” he cried, ** and there is 
strei^h enough yet, both in the element and 
in me.” 


He ex^nded bis withered ArntJuB tiinisi m 
ward the gaunt links of bis throaty and upon 
knarled knees, that ambte each other audibly, 
tottered into the civic fire. It, tike some hungty 
and strangest beast on the innermost wild of 
Africa, pierced, broken, prostrate, fixotionleas, 
gaz^ at by its hunter in the impatience of gloiy, 
in we delight of awe, panted once more, and' 
seized him. 

I have seen within this hour, 0 Metellus ! what 
Rome ii^lhe cycle of her triumphs will never see, 
what the E^nn in his eternal course can neyer;show 
what thi> Earth hai^me hut now and must 
never rear sgaln for her, what Yiotoiy herself has 
envied her . . a Kumantian. 

Metellus. We shall feast to-morrow.! HofW, 
Calus Marius, to become a tribune : trust im For- 
tune. , 

Marius. Auguries are surer : rairest cf ah ii 
perseverance. 

MeteUus. I hope the wine has not'growx^^s&I^ 
in my tent : 1 hare kept it waitmg, and must 
now report to Scipio the intelligeUcI^ of our dis- 
covery. Come after me, Cains. 

Marius {(done.) The tribune is the discoverer I 
the centurion is the scouV! Cains Marius must 
enter more Kumantias. Light-hea.rted tg8B(|ilinlS, 
thou mayest perhaps hereafter, and %ot 'with 
humbled but with^exulting pride, take orders 
from this hand. If^cipio’s words arej*fate, and 
to me they sound so, the portals of the Capitol 
may shake before my chariot, as my horses plunge 
back at the applauses of the people, Sind Jove in 
his high domicile may welcome the citizen of 
Arpinnm. 

MaiiuB was young at tbo siege of Numantia, aod, entering 
army with no advantage of oonnexions, would have 
risen slowly; but Boipio bad marked bis regularity and 
good morals, and desirous of ibowteg the value he placed 
on disolpline, when he was asked who, in oaae of accident 
to him, should succeed in the chief command, replied, 
Perhaps thts'mant touching the shoulder of Marius. 

Caius CnoUius Metellus was the youngest of four 
brothers: he served as tribune before Numantia, where 
Bciplo said of him, 8i guintum pareret mateu efut, aeinum 
/Uiste parituram* He was the kinsman of that MeteUus^ 
by whose Jealousy Jdarius was persecuted in the Numidian 
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